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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
 THURSBAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1795. 


FT HE Earl of Lauderdale roſe, agreeable to his promiſe of 
| the preceding day, and ſaid, that before their Lord- 
ſhips entered on the diſcuſſion of the important Meſſage 
brought down from his Majeſty, there was ſome information 
which it was material that their Lordſhips ſhould poſſeſs. 

The firſt point to be aſcertained was, the quantity and the 


dates of the payments that had been made to the Emperor in 
advance. He hoped there would be no objection to conmu- 


nicate this to the Houſe ; if it ſhould turn out, that in this 
loan, which, under all its circumſtances, perhaps, deferved 


highly irregular. It would be conſidered as infinitely more ſo, 
if it ſhould be found that the Bank of 9 had gone the 
Government, the 


length of advancing to a known agent o | 
drawer of bills payable to General Clairfayt, or order, ſums to 


the title of a juggle, money had been advanced to the En- 
peror while Parliament was fitting, without any communica- 
tion being made to the two Houſes, it would be conſidered as 


the amount to 400, oool. and that they had gone out of the re- 


gular way of buſineſs in opening a credit with the drawer of 
theſe bills for this purpoſe. | 


The ſecond point, on which the Noble Earl defired inform- 


5 ation, was the ſecurity which the Emperor had given for 


theſe ſums thus irregularly advanced. It was particularly ne- 


ceſſary that this ſhould be known, fince it was, at leaſt, the 


rumour, that in the juggle of the loan, there was a great deal 
of private intrigue, and of intereſts that had nothing to do 


with the public ſervice. It was whiſpered that thoſe perſons, 


who had been engaged in the loan to the Emperor of laſt year, 
or who had bought any part of it, were now to be ſecured under 
the guarantee of England in ſeven per cent. though the ſtock, 


but one month before the preſent bargain, was ſelling at 20 
per cent. diſcount. If this was true, and if he was right in his 


1 act, | 


into the fact. LE | „ CO 
The third point which he deſired to have information upon 


ployed, by his Imperial Majeſty, - againſt the common enemy. 


* 


„ WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, loss 

fakt, a perſon for gol. ſecured himſelf in a bonus of Gol. 
Surely it was not for their Lordſhips to juſtify a job of this 
kind; and they-ought, for the ſake of their country, to inquire 


was, the fort of ſecurity which the Emperor propoſed to give 
for his performance of his part of the contract. This was a 
fpecies of information, to which Parliament had an undoubted 


claim; for in every ſuch treaty, the conditions were laid upon 


the table. This was done laſt year, in the inſtance of the Pruſ- 
fian ſubſidy.— A Convention was laid upon the table, ſtating 
all the manner in which the engagement was to be fulfilled ; 
ſpecifying the day when the troops were to take their ground; 
appointing commiſſaries to ſuperintend the execution of the 
treaty, &c. &c.—and yet, with all this ſecurity, it was pretty 
well known how that engagement had been fulfilled. Wit 


this experience before their eyes, ſurely it was not too much 
to defire to know what ſecurity we had for the Emperor's per- 


formance of his contract, before we voted and fent for ever 
out of the kingdom ſo large a ſum of money. ee 

The fourth and laſt point upon which he deſired to have in- 
formation was, What was the extent of the ſum beyond four 


millions, which our miniſter at Vienna was inſtructed to offer 
the Emperor? He was aware it might be faid, this was in 


rome degree diſcloſing a negotiation now on the tapis ; but in 
truth it was no ſuch thing. His Majeſty's Meſſage ftated the 
fact, that a further ſum was to be offered, and the bargain 
made almoſt two months ago was notoriouſly for fix millions, 


The Noble Earl concluded with ſaying, that before their 


Lordſhips went into the diſcuſſion of the King's Meſſage, they 


ought aſſuredly to have all poſſible information, for it would be 
a diſcuſſion the moſt important in its conſequences to this 
country and to mankind, that ever was agitated in that 


| Houſe. | f 


He concluded with moving, „That an humble Addreſs be” 
preſented to his Majeſty, to requeſt that his Majeſty will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to direct that there be laid before this Houſe, 


I. An account of the ſums of money which his Majeſty has been induced 
to advance to his Imperial Majeſty, ſpecifying the date or dates at which 
ſuch advance was made. | „ VVV 
II. A ſtatement of the ſecurity given by his Imperial Majeſty for the 
ſums which his Majeſty has been induerd to advance. 1 
III. A ſtatement of the ſecurity propoſed to be given, by treaty or other- 
wiſe, that the 200,000 men ſpecified in his Majeſty's Meſſage will be em- 


IV. An 


currence of Parliament. . 


confide in 
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Iv. An account of the amount of the loan his Majeſty has now direfted 
his Miniſter at Vienna to expreſs his readineſs to guarantee, with the con- 
* 


| Lord Grenville obſerved, that although the Noble Earl had 


; moved but one Addreſs, it conſiſted of different and diſtinct © 


propoſitions. With regard to the firſt account, he ſaid, he 
faw no objection, though perhaps it would be impoſſible for 
his Majeſty's miniſters to ſtate preciſely all the ſums which 
had been advanced, as the accounts might not be all received. 
He believed that the ſums in all advanced amounted to about 
400,000l. As to the ſecurity, it would be for the Emperor to 


point out to the lenders what funds he meant to appropriate 


to the payment of the intereſt ; the Emperor, when he bor- 
rowed money, muſt do as every other man did when he bor- 
rowed money—ſatisfy thoſe who advance it, as to the ſecu- 
rity. As yet, before the bargain was ſettled, they undoubtedly 


had no other ſecurity for thoſe ſums than the known good 


faith of the Imperial Court; the good diſpoſitions that they 


had to co-operate with us in the object of the war, and the 


perſonal intereſts that the Court had in thoſe objects; and as to 
the fulfilling of the engageggents, it was as much his Imperial 
Majeſty's intereſt to fulfil them faithfully, as it was ours that 
he thou'd do ſo. Great and important ſervices, he was ſure, 
could be rendered to the common eauſe by the Emperor. 


We were not, his Lordſhip ſaid, to judge all by the conduct 


of the Kang of Pruſſia; if we did fo, what allies could we 

? or what alliances could we enter into ?-—The ar- 

gument went againſt all allignces whatever. We muſt, there- 

fore, if we were to 2 upon the principle of the Noble Earl's 
objections, in future, renounce all treaties and negotiations. 

To the three laſt parts of the Addreſs, he muſt therefore 


object; for as to the laſt; it was aſſuredly inconſiſtent with 
: a pending negotiation, that his Majeſty a 

jnſtructions he had given to his miniſter. Undoubtedly the 
Noble Earl was correct in the general fact, that if fix millions 
mould be the ſum finally agreed on, means had been ſecured 


ould diſcloſe the 


for raiſing that ſum. 5 | | : 
It was agreed that the motions ſhould be put ſeparately.— 


The firſt was granted, and the three laſt negatived. 


Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
. TrvuRrsDaAY, Feb. 5. 
2 PETITION..FOR PEACE, 


Mr. Hobart preſented a petition from the City of Norwich, 
praying for a ſpeedy concluſion of the war, by abſtaining from 
all interference in the internal affairs of France, and all other 
means that might be conducive to that deſireable object. He 


at the ſame time ſtated, that he believed the ſentiments con- 


tained in that petition to be thoſe of the majority of the in- 
1 abitants of Norwich. 
Mr. Coke (Member for Norfolk) aid, that the ſentiments 
contained in the petition, were the unanimous voice of the 
eople of Norwich, who were now tired of the ſyſtem of 


impoſture and deluſion that had been ſo long ſucceſsfully car- 


ried on by miniſters. The Hon. Gentleman would have 


acted with more candour if he had admitted this fact, inſtead 


of barely ſaying that ſuch were the ſentiments of a majority 
of the inhabitants. The Right Hon. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. had lately affirmed, that the great body of the people 
of the country were ſtill in favourgof the war. If he applied to 
his Right Hon, Friend (Mr. Windham), he would at leaſt find 


_ himſelf miſtaken with regard to the people of Norwich, ſince 


the very perſons who had propoſed this petition, were thoſe 


who had formerly ſupported the intereſts of that Right Hon. 


Gentleman, and had now, from the calamities the inhabitants 
of Norwich labour under from the diſtreſsful ſtate of their 


manufactures, and the enormous price of eee & c. be- 


come moſt anxioufly defirous to extricate ihe country from the 
runous ſituation in which it had been involved by his perni- 
cious counſels. a | 

Mr. Hobart, in explanation, acknowledged that the inhabit- 


ants of Norwich ſuffered extremely from the war; and more 
eſpecially becauſe, as a commercial people, their manufac- 
tures were no longer diſpoſed of in foreign countries. 


The Speaker, on his return from the Houſe of Lords, to 
which he had been ſummoned to attend his Majeſty s Com 


_ miſſion, ſtated, that the Royal Aﬀent had been given to the 
Bill for the further fuſpenſion of the Habeas Corphie. | | 


MANNING OF THE NAVY, 
The order of the d ay was read, for committing a Bill for the 


purpoſe of more effectuallf manning his Majeſty's navy, wa | 


raiſing a certain number of men out of the counties. 


&; Dre * 


: tion, 


— 
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The Houſe went into a Committee, in which the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ſtated, that it was his intention to proceed in 
the ſame way with reſpect to this Bill, as had yeſterday been 


* with reſpect to the other Bill fer the ſame purpoſe. 


olonel Maitland objected, that from the ſhort ſpace within 


which it was propoſed to take into conſideration the Report, 
Friday ſe'nnight having been fixed on for that purpoſe, it would 


be impoſſible to obtain the. neceffary information from their 
conſtituents, eſpecially from thoſe reſident in the moſt diſtant 
parts of Scotland. : | | 


Dye Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that with a view. to 
obviate this and other objections, a Bill with ſeparate provi- 


fions would be adopted for Scotland. | | | 

The Bill went through a Committee, the report was im- 
mediately received, and the Bill ordered to be printed for the 
uſe of the Members. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that, though he had 


| propane Friday ſe'nnight to take the report into conſideration, | 


e had no defire to preſs the diſcuſſion, except within that 


time the neceſſary information could be obtained. At the 


ſame time, it mult be obvious to every Gentleman that it was 


of the utmoſt conſequence to the ſafety of the kingdom to 
proceed to carry into effect the object of the Bill, without even 
the delay of a ſingle hour if poſſible. 


Ar. Grey ſaid, he underſtood that the Bill would ne. 


* 


1 . till Saturday; it would be impoſſible therefore, within 


ſo ſhort a time as between that day and Friday ſc'nnight, to 
ſend into the country, in order to obtain information from 
their conſtituents, with reſpect to its different poviſions. He 
therefore moved, that the Bill ſhould be taken into conſidera- 


tion on Monday ſe'nnight. 


The Chancellor of the Fixchegquer aſſented to the motion, and 
added, that he had lately received a ſuggeſtion, which, if adopt- 
ed, might tend to ſhorten the mode of procedure, though he. 
was not yet qualified to decide on its effects. His original 
plan was to have referred the means of putting it into execu- 


tion to a general meeting of the quarter ſeſſions; but as he 
| had lately been informed that one man out of 68 reſident in- 
habitants, paying taxes, could be raiſed, he conceived the 
effect would be expedited by referring it to a meeting of the 


Juſtices at the petty ſeſſions, which could be done in one fort- 
night. He acknowledged that he did not perfectly underſtand... 
theſe queſtions himſelf, but by mentioning it to Gentlemen 
who might be better informed, he ſuppoſed they would decide 


upon it in ſuch a manner as to paſs it with the utmoſt expedi- 


Mr. 


* 
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Mr. Huffty moved, „That there be laid before the Houſe 


an account of the quantities of corn, grain, flour, malt, and 


| bran, conſumed in the diſtilleries from the 1ſt of January 


1790, to the 1ſt of January 1795, as far as the ſame can be 
made up, diſtinguiſhing the different ſorts of corn and grain.” 
| [ES ' PRUSSIAN TREATY. * 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that upon a former occafion he and 
another Hon. Gentleman had endeavoured to obtain ſome in- 


formation of the ſervices performed by the King of Pruſſia 


during the laſt campaign, in confequence of his in; > RI 
with this country, under the treaty ſigned at the Hague on 


the 10th of April 1794. Some returns had lately been laid 


on the table on that ſubje&, but theſe contained no informa- 
tion. It appeared that the King of Pruſſia had received from 
this country the enormous ſum of twelve hundred thouſand 
pounds, without having rendered it even the ſmalleſt ſervice. 
He thought it therefore neceflary, previous to the diſcuſſion 
of the Imperial loan, to come to ſome reſolution with re- 
ſpect to this conduct on the part of his Pruſſian Majeſty. 
Tt was undoubtedly no argument againſt granting a loan to 
the Emperor, that the King of Pruſſia had violated his faith. 


But this circumſtance ought at leaſt to convince the Houſe of 


the neceſſity of caution, and induce them to take ſome ſte 
in the preſent inſtance, that might operate as a warning, with _ 
reſpect to future tranſactions of the fame ſort. His Majeſty. 


had ſtated in his meſſage, that he had received from the Em- 


peror, the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of a diſpoſition to make the 
any + exertions, provided he ſhould be aſſiſted by a loan of 
our millions from this country. He underſtood, if he could 
rely upon the credit of public ſtatements, that in another 
country the Parliament had been told of the abſolute determi- 


nation of his Majeſty to guarantee this loan. This was a 


language which he conſidered as very unbecoming, when ad- 


dreſled to the repreſentatives of the nation, and as highly 


improper in miniſters, who were of courſe reſponſible for 


Whatever proceeded from the Throne. Before ſuch a determi- 
nation had been expreſſed, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he ſhould have 
wiſhed to have had ſomething alſo like a determination from 


his Imperial Majeſty to make the exertions, which were to 


be the conditions of the loan. He ſhould more particularly - 


have wiſhed for ſuch a declaration from the Imperial Court, 

which had at all times been proverbially diſtinguiſhed by ill 

faith, He recollected on this ſubje& a ſtrong expreſſion of a 
; | ( | Right 


T - 
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„ Right Hon. Gentleman, who had ſaid, that ſince the capture 


ef Richard I. when Leopold divided the ranſom of that 
Prince, the conduct of the Court of Vienna had been marked 


by an uniform feries of treachery towards this country. A 


better means of guarding againſt this treachery, than for the 
_ Houle of Commons to thew themſelves alive to their duty on 


the preſent occaſion, could not be reforted to. There were 
ſome men who, though inſenfible to the calls of honour, 
were yet not calloys to the ſenſe of ſhame. Some men of 
that deſcription might be found among the miniſters of 


Auſtria, It might therefore be of importance, by way of 
warning to them, to come to ſome reſolution expreſſive of in- 
dignation and contempt, with reſpect to the violation of faith 
on the part of his Pruſlian Majeſty. | | 


Mr. Sheridan referred to that article of the treaty, in which 


it was ſtipulated, that. 62,000 Pruſſians ſhould co-operate with 
the Britiſh troops, and that a commiſſioner ſhould be appoint- 
ed for the purpoſe of watching over the obſervance of this 


article, From the ſcraps, of letters laid upon the table, it 


appeared that no commiſſioner had been appointed for this pur- 


poſe. This, he contended, would not have been the caſe, 
except miniſters had been aware, that the King of Pruſſia, 
from the very firſt, was indiſpoſed to perform his duty. He 
referred alſo to the memorial of the Emperor, which ſtated, 


„That the 62,000 Pruſſians which were to have been fur- 


niſhed to the maritime powers, not having been ſent to the 
Low Countries, was one great reaſon why thoſe countries 


were obliged to be evacuared by the allies.” Had there been 


an effective co-operation of the Pruſſian troops, Mr. Sheridan 
ſaid, it might have been the means of ſaving Brabant, and, 
in conſequence, of preſerving Holland. Such indeed were 
the effects ſtated by his Imperial Majeſty to have reſulted from 
the breach of faith of his Pruſhan Majeſty. In his anſwer 


to this memorial, addreſſed to the Circles of the Empire, that 


Monarch ſhewed a degree of apprehenſion, - leſt he ſhould 


have even been ſuppoſed to have had the ſmalleſt diſpoſition 
to keep faith towards this country, after he had once received _ 


its money. He ſhould therefore conclude with moving a 
reſolution—“ That it appears to this Houſe, that the King of 


Pruſſia received, from the treaſury of Great Britain, the ſum 


of 1,200,000. in confequence of the ſtipulations of the 


_ treaty concluded at the Hague, on the 1oth of April 1794 3 
and that it does not appear to this Houſe, that the King of 


Peruſſia performed the ſtipulations of that treaty.” “ 
Mr. 7ehyll roſe, he ſaid, with peculiar pleaſure to ſecond 
the motion. He expreſſed himſelf furprifed at ſeeing the 


papers | 
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papers that had been laid on the table. He had been told by 
the miniſter on a former occaſion, that the materials for 
which he had then moved, muſt be extracted from a conſider- 
able maſs of evidence. What then was his diſappointment, 
to find them all contained in one ſheet of paper, 8 | 
of ſcraps from letters of Prince Kaunitz, Count Mollendorf, 
and Lord Malmſbury? In reply to the argument, that no 
commiſſioner had been appointed, miniſters might, perhaps, 
urge their reluctance to increaſe their own patronage, by any 
new appointment, and that they had, therefore, inſtructe 
their reſident at Berlin to diſcharge that duty. It was of im- 

portance, on the preſent occaſion, to attend to dates, The 
laſt inſtalment to his Pruſſian Majeſty had been paid on the 
4th of October; but long previous to that period, the Pruſſian 
troops had gone to the protection of his own dominions in 

Sileſia, or to co-operate in the infamous project of the dif- 
memberment of the unhappy country of Poland. How did 
it happen then, that this inſtalment was made, when his diſ- 
poſition to betray his promiſes was fo evident? Or, was the 
money really remitted to be ſo applied? Was it merely ad- 

vyanced upon the pretext of their mutual co-operation againſt - 

the common enemy, as the French are underſtood to be, or 
were the unhappy Polanders included in that term, and the 
money ſent to be applied to their deſtruction? According 

to the letter from Lord Cornwallis at Mayence, the Pruſſian 
army was in full force there; whereas it can be diſtinctly 
proved upon the contrary, that there were not more than 
17,000 upon the banks of the Rhine at that period.  _ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer adverted to the very whim- 

ical notice which Mr. Sheridan had given on a former occa- 

| Gon, that he would take an opportunity to make a motion on 
the Pruſſian treaty, without mentioning the day on which he 
would make it. He could ſcarcely, however, gueſs that this 
was the period at which he would have choſen to have brought 
ir forward. He was glad, however, that he had made the 
-motion, fince he gathered from it that the Hon. Gentleman 
did not diſapprove of entering into a ſtipulation with the 
Emperor, with a view of co-operation and general intereſt, 

' fince he had profeſſed the principal object of the motion 

*which he had brought forward, was to hold out a warning 

to the Imperial miniſters. Undoubtedly, if this was really 

his object, he ſhould think it much more conſonant to the 
general ſituation of Europe, and the particular circumſtances. 
of this country, than he had reaſon to expect from that Hon. 
Gentleman. At the ſame time he conſidered it as rather. 
Angular, that he ſhould bring forward that motion on a day 
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that had been ſet apart for taking into conſideration the Meſ- 
ſage of his Majeſty, and at the very moment at which the 
Houle were proceeding to. diſcuſs. the propriety of adopting. 
the meaſure to which his motion had a'reference. It would 


undoubtedly have been more confiſtent if he had aſſigned 


the breach of faith of his Pruſhan Majefty, as a reaſon why 
the country ſhould not enter into any engagements with the 


Emperor. As it at preſent ſtood, he . chat the beſt 


rder of the Day. 


way to diſpoſe of it would be, to move the 


hs He would take the liberty of remarking, that, after all the 
attention which the Hon. Gentleman had paid to the ſubject, 
he had not quoted accurately the terms of the treaty when he 


had explained them, that the Pruſſian force was to co-operate 


immediately with the Britiſh troops. The terms expreſsly 
were, that they were to act in the moſt effectual manner 


for the common cauſe, either jointly or ſeparately, with the 
- troops in the pay of the maritime powers. At the ſame time 


| he was prepared to admit that the King of Pruſſia had not 


adequately performed the engagements of the treaty, and 
that this country had juſt cauſe of diſſatisfaction with his 
conduct. Yet, when he adverted to the effect which had 
been produced, even by his co-operation in retarding the pro- 
greſs of the French [a laugh from Oppoſition], he could not 


conſider the pecuniary ſacrifice as too great, or regret the loſs 
of the ſums which had been expended for that purpoſe. But 
he could not poſſibly ſee what connexion the diſcuſſion of the 


conduct of the King of Pruſſia had with the preſent queſtion, 

or how it ought to prevent us from forming other engage- 
ments that might appear ſerviceable to the common cauſe. He 
concluded with moving the Order of the Day. | | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſeconded the motion. 3 
Ar. Francis ſaid, that he underſtood from the Right Hon. 


Gentleman, that the King of Pruſſia had not adequately per- 


formed his engagements with this country. He wiſhed to 


know in what way he had fulfilled them at all? He could 
not but conſider it as a very alarming circumſtance, that mi- 
niſters ſhould propoſe to paſs to the Order of the Day. When 


2 queſtion was brought before the Houſe, what had been the 


conduct of a German Prince who had received a large ſum 
of money from the country? at the moment when it was 
in agitation to give a much larger ſum to another German 


Prince, the Right Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 


| argued, that no concluſion could be drawn from the violation 


of treaty of his Pruſſian Majeſty, with reſpect to the conduct 


of another German Sovereign, on whoſe faith no reliance 
Could be placed, even ſtill kis than on that of the King of 


3 8 Pruſſia. 
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Pruſſia. Were he obliged to decide in which of the two he 
thould place confidence, he ſhould be diſpoſed to give the 
JJ TIE oo oo 0 
| Sir William Pulteney declared, that he could not fit ſtill 
and ſee Gentlemen ſo miſtaken in their ſentiments. He had 
paid particular attention to the ſubject, and had formed his 
opinion from docuuents which he had reaſon to know to be 
authentic. The Right Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had ſtated, that the King of Pruſſia had not adequately per- 
formed the engagements of his treaty. In anſwer to this he 
had to remark, | 40g ſubſequent to that treaty, a very great 
change of circumſtances had taken place; and, from a parti- 
cular inveſtigation of the buſineſs, he was firmly perſuaded, 
that the King of Pruſſia had rendered much more material 
ſervice to the common cauſe, by the manner in which he had 
acted, than he could have done by the moſt ſcrupulous ad- 
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herence to his original engagements. +. „„ 

Mr. Whitbread ſaid, it was of great importance, before the 
Houſe agreed to ſend money to one German deſpot, to de- 
termine what had been done in return for the money ſent to 
another. The Right Hon. Gentleman had admitted, that 
the laſt had not adequately performed his engagements. The 

Hon. Gentleman who had juſt ſat down, had aſſerted that he 
had much more effeQtually ſerved the common cauſe, than 
by the moſt rigid adherence to the terms of the treaty. There 
was the moſt convincing reaſon to believe, that the views of 
the Emperor and of the King of Pruſſia were entirely fimilar ; 
that they were both engaged in a common cauſe—the de- 
teſtable project of ſubjugating Poland. He entreated the 
Houſe to pauſe, therefore, before they agreed to ſanction this 
laſt deſperate meaſure. He ſaid it appeared to him to be a 
moſt alarming circumſtance, that miniſters ſhould ſtand up in 

their place, and call upon the Houſe to incur additional ex- 
pences from German. connexions, unabaſhed by a ſenſe of 
their erroneous and wretched policy, and unconvinced by the 
experience of the repeated calamities into which they had 
plunged this once powerful, reſpected, and happy, but now 
enfeebled, diſgraced, and e country. 1 
Ar. Fox ſtated, that any doubt of the propriety of the diſ- 
cuſſion brought forward by his Hon. Friend, was done away by 
the aſſertion of the Hon. Baronet, to whoſe opinion he mould | 
always pay reſpect, more particularly when he aſſured the 
Houſe, that it was formed from authentic documents, that 
the King of Pruſſia had much more effeQtually ſerved, the. 
common cauſe than if he had acted in ſtrict compliance with _ 
the terms of the treaty. It was material to diſcuſs whether 
| | 5 | POE | _ miniſters 
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. miniſters had ſo much miſtaken the intereſts of this country, 
that the only advantage ariſing from the treaty was detived, 
from the non-compliance of the King of Pruſſia, And'it was 
more particularly neceſſary to diſcuſs this topic, as wat had 
been held out might ferve as an example to induce the Em- 
peror to treat and ſtipulate, in order to obtain the money, 
and afterwards to conceive that he might moſt effectually 
ſerve the common cauſe, by not complying with the engage- 
ments into which he ſhould enter. He might conceive him- 
ſelf authoriſed to employ that money in his own way, and 
according to his own ideas of policy and prudence, not for 


Engliſh purpoſes, or in ſubſervience to Engliſh ideas. He 


might conceive that, perhaps, the beſt way to deſtroy thoſe 
French principles, againſt which the war was carried on, was 
to apply the money which he ſhould receive from this country, 
to the purpoſe of the diſmemberment of Poland, Such was 
the object aſſigned in all the memorials of the Empreſs of 
R uſſia, for her conduct to that unhappy country. And if 
there ſtill remained in it one ſmall Tpark of liberty, one latent 
principle of patriotiſm, and he was well perſuaded that there 
did, for he knew of how little avail, pikes, guns, and ſwords, 
and all the engines of deſpotiſm were, to ſubdue the uncon- 
querable flame of freedom, the ardent glow of patriotiſm, 
he (the Emperor) might think that Engliſh money could be 
no way ſo well applied as to extinguiſh the laſt remaining em- 
bers of theſe virtuous and noble ſentiments. This opinion 
of the Hon. Baronet deſerved to be diſcuſſed in another point 
of view. If the King of Pruſſia, by declining to comply 
with our ftipulations—if, by following his own judgment, 
he had acted beſt for the common cauſe, it was not merely 
: po that we ſhouid vindicate his conduct from ſtigma, 
| but that we ſhould vote him ſome extraordinary motion of 
thanks. We had ſtipulated with him to furniſh men, money, 
and artillery, He had furniſhed what was of much more 
_ conſequence, wiſdom to miniſters, and abilities for carrying 
on the war, But in oppoſition to the opinion of the Hon. 
Baronet, the Right Hon. Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
admitted, that the King of Pruſſia had not done all that 
might have been expected. If that was the caſe, it was fit 
that the Houſe ſhould declare it to their conſtituents; it was 
fit that they ſhould ſay, © We have given your mon-y, as we 
thought, wiſely ; the event has proved to be othervite, and 
we have only to regret. that no adequate ſervices have been 
. afforded in return.“ It would then 1 to inquire, 
_ Devious to any diſcuſſion of 57 Order of the Day, whether, 
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wh at the period of forming the treaty, it was poſſible to foreſee 
= the failure which had fince taken place; and whether, if the 
fervices afforded, had been inadequate, nothing better could 
| have been done by his Pruſſtan Majeſty. 7 
Mr. Sheridan replied, and adverted to what the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had ſaid of the time at which he had 
brought forward his motion. From the ſort of notice which 
he had formerly given, the Right Hon. Gentleman might 
naturally have expected, that the very day which he would 
have-choſen for that purpoſe, would be the day on which his 
Majeſty's Meflage was to be taken into conſideration. An 
Hon. Baronet had ſtated, that he had made up his opinion 
from extenſive materials. What was the ſituation of the 
country when miniſters refuſed to give the information to 
that Houſe, which they had communicated td an individual? 
They ſurely had a right to be informed how the King of 
Pruſſia had ated much better for the common cauſe, than if 
he had kept the terms of the treaty. However problematical 
the poſition might appear, there could be no doubt that there 
were two individuals, the worthy Baronet, and his Pruſſian 
Majeſty himſelf, who exactly coincided in that ſentiment. 
Mr. Sheridan again quoted the authority of the Emperor, 
| who ſtated, that the Pruſſian troops might have been employ- 
ed to great advantage in Brabant. Ie explained his former 
alluſion to the Pruſſian treaty, with regard to the immediate 
co-operation of the Britiſh and. Pruſſian troops, as exactly 
conformable to the ſpirit by which that treaty was dictated. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid that he, by his motion, 
had pledged himſelf to vote for the Imperial loan. . No con- 
eluſion could poſſibly be more unfair. It would have been 
the moſt indecent and unparliamentary thing for him to give 
WW any opinion on that loan before he had heard the arguments 
5 by which it was ſupported by the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
It and the ſecurity which its ſtipulations afforded to the country. 
But from the manner in which the miniſter had conducted 
himſelf that day, by reſorting to the Order of the Day in 
order to get rid of the reſolution which he had moved, and 
refuſing to declare to the country the violation of faith on 
t he part of the King of Pruſſia, a violation which they were 
themſelves compelled to admit, he pledged himſelf that this 
ſhould be the laſt loan to which he would give his aſſent. | 
Sir William Pulteney explained as to two points: He ſaid 
he had never afferted that he had derived his information from 
any documents of miniſters, but from others which he had 
reaſon to believe equally authentic. 5 e 


tion of the conduct of the King of Pruſſia. He reminded 


have been as they were at preſent Brabant and Holland might 


brilliant arrangement had been made for the opening of the 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer alſo explained. uy 
General Smith entered his proteſt againſt the conduct of 
the Hon. Gentleman in bringing forward a motion without 
having given the Members notice to prepare themſelves for 
the diſcuſſion. On this ground he would vote for the Order 
of the Day. At the ſame time he expreſſed his diſapproba- 


the Houſe, that when the motion was made to ſubſidize the 

62, ooo Pruſſian troops, he had exprefled his regret: that the 
- ſituation of affairs was ſuch as to require ſo-large a force for 
the protection of Flanders. If theſe troops had arrived at 
the period appointed, he was perſuaded that things would not 


have been ſaved. © 1 „ e ee e 
Colonel Maitland replied to General Smith, and expreſſed 
his hope that Mr. Sheridan would take another opportunity 
to bring forward his motion. „ et Ts 
| Colonel Clinton entered into a detail of the operations of 
the campaign, the operations of the/allied armies, and their 
poſitions on the left of the Rhine during the winter; but in 
ſo low a tone of voice that he was ſcarcely audible. «Ba 
General Tarleton ſaid, that he did not know from what 
quarter the Hon. Baronet had derived his information with 
reſpect to the conduct of the King of Pruſſia; whether from 
military documents, or from the converſation of military men. 
It was very eaſy, however, to refute what he had aſſerted by 
a ſimple ſtatement of facts. It was notorious that the moſt 


laſt campaign. A confidential perſon had been ſent from 
General Cobourg, and it was well authenticated that a prin- 
cipal part of the plan of Mack was founded upon the ſup- 
poſed co-operazion of the Pruſſian troops. The allies opened 
the campaign with 120,000 men, and if the 60,000 Pruſſian 
troops had been brought up according to the ſtipulations of 
the treaty, the greateſt advantages might have been derived 
to the common cauſe, which now had ſo materially ſuffered. 
from their defetion. 1 7 1 . 
J he queſtion was then put on the motion of the Chancellor 
ef the Exchequer, to paſs to the Order of the Day: 
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| HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE——IMPERIAL LOAN. 


' The Chancellor of the Exchequer addreſſed the Houſe nearly 
to the following effect: Before I propofe the anſwer to his 
Majeſty's Meſſage in the uſual form of an addreſs, I ſhall 

review the circumſtances of that Meſſage, ſo far as it relates 
to the negotiation in its preſent ſtate, which is not yet con- 
cluded. © JT 
e Tt is cuſtomary not to enter into any public conſideration 
or diſcuſſion of a negotiation while it is depending, if it be 
not attended with peculiar circumſtances z but it is obvious 
that the negotiation. upon which we now aſſemble to deh- 
berate, has a particular reference to the ſupply of the current 
ſervices for the campaign, and is to ſome degree involved 
with that ſupply. It is equally obvious, if * 
may be wi our own ſyſtem of finance as the ne- 
gotiation is with our ways and means, that the principles 
upon which the guarantee is made, ſhould be clearly known 
and fully comprehended, that Gentlemen may be able to 
connect them and examine them, both in their relation and 
their abſtract, with coolneſs and preciſion, ſo as not to de- 
ſer the connexion when the modes of bearing out our an- 
nual expences ſhall hereafter be brought forward. It is 
equally ſatisfactory to me alſo to elucidate the argument, 
and give every information in my power, becauſe it has al- 
ready been involved with other queſtions, and collaterally been 
diſcuſſed. 25 e e e 
Notice was given at an early period of the ſeſſion, that 
bis Majeſty had been pleaſed to enter into the negotiation of 
a loan with the Emperor, when ſome Gentlemen oppoſite 
expreſſed an unwillingneſs, indireCtly, to include it in the 
queſtions they were then debating z an unwillingneſs ground- 
ed upon a reaſonable precaution, leſt in any cafe the negoti- 
ation ſhould be hereafter conſidered as an unwiſe and impolitic 
meaſure. That opportunity they then defired is now given, 
to examine the queſtion minutely in a ſeparate point pf view, 
with all its objects, advantages, and effects. The point of 
view, however, extends to no more than the general princi- 
ple itſelf, becauſe it is not accurately aſcertained, until the 
negotiatien is concluded, What is. really its magnitude and 
conſequence. Since it is unuſual, pe way Jong to proceed upon 
probabilities with too much confidence of their reſult, I ſhall 
defer the details until Gentlemen examine the articles of the 
treaty, which, as ſoon as it is terminated, ſhall be laid be- 


1 


fore them. 
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cc If the queſtion could be reſolved into the ultimate deci- 
fion of ſpecific propoſitions, the deductions might be made 
with more facility and exaQtneſs; but whether the ſum be 
computed at four, five, or fix millions, there are three diſtinct 
queſtions upon the general view ariſing from it; Firſt, 


| whether there is a general ability in the Emperor to enter into 


that co-operation which we deſire? Next, whether that co- 
operation will be procured by thoſe means, and that negotia- 


W cion we propoſe 'to uſe? and thirdly, Whether the riſk is 


greater or leſs on our part than the probable advantages which 
may be expected to reult from it? INN 
I The two laſt queſtions do not aſſume a ſhape at preſent 
in which they can preciſely be diſcuſſed. The firſt alone com- 
prehends the point of*view in which the whole ſubject ought 
to be conſidered with a view to the poſſib:/ity of the loan. 
] s it then deſireable, with the general probability of ad- 
vantages in our favour, that we ſhould guarantee the loan? 
4 I do not mean to avow ſtating the ſecurity we have for 
the repayment; but I ſhall firſt diſcuſs, as the only principal 


= Point, the general policy of the meaſure. 


Much as I have to contend with the prejudices even of 
thoſe Gentlemen who are commonly diſpoſed to think favour- 
ably of my meaſures for the public welfare, and however im- 
3 the view which thoſe Gentlemen have taken of the 
 ſubjeQ, whereby they are induced to agree with other Gentle- 
men who have entertained ſome doubts of the propriety, 
uiility, and ſecurity of it, I do not apprehend but a few ſim- 
ple conſiderations will ſatisfy them. Whether we look, with 
the former, to the diſtant poſſibility of a negotiation for a peace 
upon a ſolid and permanent baſis, or with the latter take a 
nearer ſurvey of ſuch a defireable iſſue upon leſs ſecure and ad- 
vantageous conditions, the propriety and utility of this mea- 
ſure will be equally obvious, fince it bears a direct and evident 
_ tendency to both their proipe&ts—that of contributing in 2 
_ forcible degree to ſecure upon rational and laſting grounds the 
_ ſafety, happineis, and peace of this kingdom. 2 GE 
„ « Behold the ſituation and condition of the enemy with 
whom you have to contend -obſerve what their reſources are 


in men and money, and then eompare them with your own! 


All parties have agreed in this determination at leaſt, that 
Great Britain has never ſo ſucceſsfully combated with her 
enemy as when {he diſtinguiſhed herſelf by her maritime ex- 
ertions, If, in addition to thoſe maritime exertions, ſhe can 
firengthen herſelf with greater fortitude by her continental 
connexions, the balance of the ſtruggle will incline greatly in 
her favour, The fituation of the enemy is peculiarly diſ- 
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by a diverſion of their ſorce. 


_ vious importance. 
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| Linguiſhed by three circumſtances—an almoſt unlimited com- 
mand over her ſubjects; an imaginary and artificial wealth; 


and a population drained by a very powerful army collected 


by requiſitions and other extraordinary exertions. 


. +» 


Af compelled as we have been then, as the Houſe has fre- 


Juently afferted, and, as is generally believed, not by choice, 
but their aggreſſion, to reſort to the moſt vigorous and unpre- 
cedented meaſures, what natural way have we to enforce thoſe 


meaſures, and produce the wiſhed-for object, but by oppoſing 
them where their power lies, in their armies, and by draining 


their reſources for their fleets? It is then that Great Britain 


may proudly aſſert her ſuperiority, by meeting their land ar- 
mies with a greater army, and weakening their ſtrength at ſea 


« What reſources, it may be aſked, have we for this mighty 


_ exertion ? What, but our credit, our commerce, our wealth, 


and above all, thoſe great naval reſources, which, if ſuſtained 


by Great Britain, with ſome great land power on the conti- 
nent, may look down upon her enemies in ſtern defiance. 
Then it is neceſſary to inquire what power is the beſt calcu- 
lated to act as the centre of our confederate force, and what 
power is the beſt enabled to aſſiſt us with her own immediate 


exertions? What power can ſo well do this as Auſtria? and 
what ſyſtem is ſo well ſuited to make a violent impreſſion as 
England and Auſtria can make united? 

Leaving theſe topics, let us examine Europe upon 2 


broader ſcale. Firſt, we ſhall find a two-fold opinion at home. 


The majority are for a peace, but they conſider all negotiation 


at preſent hopeleſs; and the leffer part are alſo for a peace, but 


more immediate and ſpeedy, and by a negotiation in a ſtate not 


fo reſpectable.— Shorter or longer as this interval may be, 
they all agree in oppoſing a ftrong and inſurmountable barrier. 
By a recent and dreadful example we have been taught, that 


to prevent the road to conqueſt will be a ſhorter way to ex- 
pedite a peace than by negotiation. Let us now look at the 


power, which, prevailing in the centre, can moſt eaſily inter- 
rupt the incurſions into Italy, and the ſubjection of Spain, as 


well as raiſe a barrier againſt the ſucceſſes on the part of 


France, and then let me aſk whether, without the deepeſt re- 
gret, we could behold ſuch a power not employed as the centre 


of union? With a view, therefore, to the eſfectual proſecu- 


tion of the war, and a continuance of the efforts of the Em- 


peror, this negotiation has been entered into, which, upon a 
Hehe ſurvey, will be ſound to be of the greateſt and moſt ob- 
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„A knowledge of the opinions on the - ſtatement of the 
policy of our enemy is the next conſideration. My admiſſion is 
| from thoſe who are leaſt likely to repreſent their affairs in a 


more ruinous condition than they actually are. Nor is it 


taken barely from reaſons and inference, but from the declara - 
tions of Tallien to the Convention, aided by all the documents 
and proceedings of the Convention upon them. From theſe 
declarations and theſe documents it appears, that the interior 
diſtreſſes of the country cannot be ſupported 3 nor can they 
be remedied, while the maſs of their paper circulation con- 


tinues undiminiſned. There are no other due and adequate 
means of remedy, but in the diminution of their expences; 


and for that a diminution of the forces muſt take place. 


If we are to treat at all for peace, we {hall certainly treat 
upon more ſecure terms, according to their on recorded de- 


cClarations, if you compel them to keep up the ſame expenſive. 
exertions they have hitherto done. Since the period of that 
| ſtatement theſe conſiderations have augmented ten-foldz and 


if, ſince the firſt day of the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, you 


continue to place them in ſuch a diſtreſsful ſituation, and by 


which you are comparatively better, will you or will you not 


abandon the proſpect of an immediate and deluſive nego- 


tiation ? %% IT Ly; 
« Look again to their policy What view have you there? 


Already they have reſolved to diminiſh their forces, to contract 


their expences, and the only plan they have to empower them 


to do ſo is by making propoſals for peace with ſome of the 


contending powers, to direct their operations with more force 


and concuſhon againſt others. They have made peace with 
one, or at leaſt what is nearly tantamount, they do not carry on 
War againſt them; but it is alſo to be recollected in favour: of 
my argument, that their force is not diminifhed there. There 
is no reaſon to ſuppoſe that Pruſſia will not keep up a force, 
whether it ſhould act or not, to ſome extent againſt them, 
which will have the ſalutary effect of impoſing awe; and if to 
what the King of Pruflia can oppoſe they are obliged to fur- 
niſh an equivalent, ought not redoubled exertions upon our 


part to be made, that the Emperor may not only be enabled to 
keep up the ſame force he did laſt year, but be enabled alſo to 


 ancreaſe it? Thus, with his additional ſtrength, and the aug- 
. mented Britiſh forces on. our part, we ſhall call upon the enemy 


for as great and vigorous exertions upon theirs. 
“ Our conſiderations do not ſtop here. Another queſtion 


obtrudes itſelf. Shall we be parties to their ſcheme of policy 
by carrying on the war without the Emperor, and negle& him, 
however willing he may be to co-operate with us and aſſiſt us? __ 
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If we do that, we run the riſk of putting the 'Emperor and 
the Empire into the predicament, that he muſt be immediately 
obliged to make a peace, fatal to Europe, and ruinous at once 
to the intereſts and exiſtence of this country. For the enemy 
would then direct their forces againſt us, and while they over- 
run the larger boundaries of Europe, hurling deſtruction upon 
ſtates and empires, Great Britain would ingloriouſly fink amid 
the univerſal wreck. Te | 
The laſt way in which the argument remains to be con- 
ſidered, brings us to the third point of our preliminary propo- 
fitions. Upon this, if I do not miſtake, it is impoſſible 
that two opinions ſhould be entertained. The application 
of the money to our navy, upon an Hon. Gentleman's 
idea (Mr. Sheridan), is impracticable. The effect it may 
have by its prefent application wilt be, that of preſerving our 
navy. Take away that diverſion which it will thus create, ſo 
 ferviceable and fo ufeful to our navy, and you would take away 
the only means of aſſiſtance in our naval ſuperiority. _ 
No man has profeſſed that we fhould limit our navy, but, 
en the contrary, when a plan has been offered for its augment- 
ation, all have declared their intention of endeavouring to 
ſupport it. Whatever difference there may have been upon 
the detail of thoſe plans, the general wiſh has been to bring 
fhips fit for ſervice, and men to equip them. What way 
offers itſelf, without the Auſtrian loan, for doing every thing 
to increaſe the navy ſo expeditiouſly ? = 
J turn to the queſtion of avoiding the riſk that this ne- 
gotiation may not become a burden, let us recolle&t how the 
nation would be burdened if this money were appropriated to 
the navy. We ſhould then be obliged to bring it forward in 
the Ways and Means, and account for it by an accumulation 
of taxes on the people; whereas by the Auftrian loan there is 
not occaſion to make a demand upon the nation for a ſingle 
ſhilling. There are two ways by which Great Britain will 
maintain her ſuperiority by creating a diverſion, for if ſhe 
can go no farther than diminiſh the naval force of the enemy 
by it, it remains a query whether, on the ſuppoſition that you 
can bring into the field 200, ooo, or 230,000 effective men, 
France is likely by her population, requiſition, and re- 
ſources, to do the fame. Admitting this, the riſk is worth at- 
tempting; whatever the reſult may be. 8 


„ Theſe are the leading conſiderations, which I have en- 
deavoured to render intelligible to the Houſe, with a view to 

the proſecution of the war, the general ſtate of Europe, and 
penn on 
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apparent intereſts ? 
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„ Among the conſiderations in objection, are thoſe which 


have already been alluded to, and which I ſhall ſtate in the order 


= they preſent themſelves. They are to be conſidered thus: 
= Whether there is a reaſonable aſſurance that the Emperor will 


exert himſelf for the common cauſe in the courſe of the 


next campaign ?—and whether the danger of the riſk ought to 


deter us, notwithſtanding the general advantages which have 


been mentioned? _ | | : 
„ With reſpect to the firſt, the motion of the Hon. Gen- 


tleman this evening bore ſome relation to it, a motion which, 


if perſiſted in, would extend to all diſcuſſions of a general 


ſyſtem of alliance. Gentlemen think they advance'a triumphant 
and irrefragable argument when they remind you the nego- 


tiation 1s entered into with a German deſpot; and they found 


an argument, that becauſe the King of Pruſſia in 1994 was 
faithleſs in the performance of his ſtipulations, it will be found 


to be unwiſe to make a treaty with any Monarch, King, or Em- 
peror, whether German or Italian, whom they take eſpecial 
pains to brand with the opprobrious name of deſpot. 


„Such an*argyment cannot avail in reference to Kings 


alone, unleſs it prevail univerſally. If the conduct of Parlia- 


ment be more binding with Auſtria than with any other power, 


or if it be more binding in 1795 or 1796 than in 1895 or 


1896, then all ſyſtems of alliance are deſtroyed, and thete can 

in future be no reliance but upon our own exertions. 'The 
Houſe, however, is not inclined to adopt this ſyſtem ; for if 
they did, they muſt go further, and not only apply it to the fu- 
ture but to the paſt. „ bt 
„The Hon. Gentleman might have been informed by his 


Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox) that he need not look for perhdy 


ſolely to the continental ſyſtem ; the Carthaginians have been 


_ equally notorious, and many more modern ſyſtems of the 


ſame ſpecies are to be found in hiſtory. If that extravagant 


_ propoſition be not afferted, do we or can we for a moment 
_ ſuppoſe that the aſſurance of Auſtria, as wiſe ſtateſmen have 
formerly thought it ſufficient, ought not to claim eur general 


alliance, upon the pr 


inciples of good faith and honour, and its 


e The Hon. Gentleman made ſome alluſGons to my Hon. 
Friend (Mr. Windham), when he aſſerted that the good faith 
of Auſtria is never to be relied on. Does the Hon. Gentle- 


man ſuppoſe that two years of the hiſtory of Auſtria are to af- 


ford a general contraſt? Auſtria has been eminently diſ- 
tinguiſhed for good faith, and her intereſts at this time, as 
moſt preſſing, call for honour, and the beſt poſſible ſtate of 
preparation. The general pride and national honour of the 

HE SE oe | Emperor 
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_ deficient in exertion. _ | 


* 


20 —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.  [Commons.” 


Emperor is concerned; for, to the loſs of his countries in 
Brabant, is to be added, the threatening deſtruCtion to the 
ſtates in Italy; and theſe do not form the ſtrongeſt cauſe for 
his exertions. VF 35 of EW 
We have to conſider, the apparent diſpoſition of the Em- 
peror. Is it to be ſuppoſed that the moment we have gua- 
ranteed the loan, the Emperor will break it, when it is at his 
defire we are beginning a fourth campaign, and after he him- 
ſelf has been making ſuch great internal exertions? Exertions 


* 


that are far ſuperior in proportion to the compenſation which 


a contract for the loan of fix millions could allo v -l! 
« But if we are inclined to conſider his aſſiſtance as no- 
minal only, we are to ſuppoſe that he will not only deprive us of 
the public money, but we are to ſuppoſe he will not a& with 
vigour and reſolution. Fortunately theſe ſuppoſitions are ill- 
founded. Towards the latter part of the laſt campaign, we 
have ſeen him acting ſtrenuouſly in conjunction for the pre- 


ſervation of Holland, and the defence of the Rhine. If, then, 


you give him the means of continuing in that conjunction, it 
is but a fair and reaſonable inference, that he will not be found 


« Do we ſuppoſe that becauſe he receives four or ſix mil- 
lions of money from us, he is at no expence himſelf ? Let it 
be recollected alſo, that as part of the ſecurity he is to bring 
into the field 200,000 effective men. Look at the expence of 
maintaining armies, and conſider what the clothing and feed- 
ing of 200,000 men will coſt. The men are furniſhed, there- 


fore, at a much cheaper rate than we could furniſh ſuch an 
army for, had we the means to raiſe it. | 


- 


« Tf the exertions of the Emperor were limited in the laſt 


3 campaign, it was occaſioned neither by want of zeal or deſire. 
The greateſt part of the expences in the preſent campaign are 


independent of our loan, and the Emperor is already levying 
money by laying freſh taxes on his ſubjects, which is certainly 


an aſſurance of his ſincerity and honour. I ſhall not enter 


into the particulars of the modes by increaſe of revenue in 
which he means to diſcharge the obligation, till the treaty 1s 
before the Houſe. 155 VVV 
Concerning the ſecurity, were we to run greater riſks 

than we have done, it would not be unwiſe. Whether, after 


the augmentation of our own armies, we ought to lend ſix mil- 


lions of money to ſecure the whole exertions of the Emperor 


againſt France, is not the queſtion ; but whether, if ſeven, - 


eight, or ten millions could be ſo employed, we ought not to 


do it for advantages more conſiderable. A ſolemn agreement 


. thus contracted for in the face of the public, and binding on 
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the Emperor, reduces him to an obſervance of the moſt ſcru- 
pulous faith. NC Fo Eon in | I 
In contradiſtinction to this, not one fact has been ad- 
duced. Have not the intereſts been ſimilar in former wars? 
and was not the ſame recourſe then made to loans which 
were negotiated in foreign countries? and can ſuch intereſts 
be at ſtake without the ſame recourſe again? 333 
« Why ſhould the Emperor ſo abſurdly deſtroy that good 
faith and honour which his anceſtors have found it ſo neceſſary. 
to preſerve? Would he give ſuch a fatal blow to his _ 
Beſides, in the general order of things, would he break a fi 
lemn treaty with the nation which is the firſt in reſpectability, 
and which it moſt eſſentially behoves him to ſecure as his ally - 
and friend? „„ e ny | 
« Upon the ſpecific ſecurity I have only to obſerve, the ob- 
ligations of the treaty are made ſtill more binding. The ſti- 
pulations are a temporary charge, for which there is recourſe 
to the revenue of his hereditary dominions, and for which we 
may ſue the Emperor according to the forms of law eſtabliſhed 
in bis own country [A /augh. ]—This German deſpot, it is 
true, may overturn the forms of law againſt us, but ſuch a 
preſumption is contrary to his duty and his intereſts, | 
We have no additional pledge but actions or obligations 
upon the Bank of Vienna. Four hundred pounds are to be 
given in taefe actions for every 3ool. ſubſcribed. That Bank 
s very deeply connected with the government. and finance of 
the Empire; and nothing could invalidate our ſecurity there 
but inſolvency, which is very unlikely to happen. _ 
« Here I beg leave to aſk whether theſe obligations do not 
give ſome additional ground of ſecurity? It is by puſhing 
meaſures to the extreme, that we loſe fight of human policy. 
If our endeavours are not always attended with ſucceſs, they 
are all compounded for in a great degree by the advantage and 
the value. Perhaps the negotiation may ſtrike other Gentle- 
men very differently.” „55 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded 


: ] with reading 
the Addreſs to his Majeſty, which was as follows: 5 

a Refoleed, cf | „ . | 
„That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return his 
Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gracious Meſſage, and tor 
his condeſcenſion and goodneſs in having been pleaſed to communicate to 
us the ſtate of the negotiation in which his Majeſty is engaged with the 
= 8 „ 
_ «© To aſſure his Majeſty, that, when his Majeſty ſhall be enabled, ac. 
cording to his gracious intention, to lay before us the reſult of that nego- 
tiation, and the arrangement relative to the temporary advances made by 


a . 
— 
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his Majeſty in the latter part of the laſt campaign, we ſhall proceed to take 
the ſubje& into our further conſideration with the ſerious attention which it 
will deſerve: That, in the mean time, we think it our duty to expreſs to 
his Majeſty the ſtrong ſenſe we entertain of the advantage which might be 
derived to the common cauſe from the vigorous co-operation of a powerful 
Auſtrian army in the next campaign; and to offer our humble opinion to his 

_ * Majeſty, that if it ſhould appear likely that that advantage may be effec- - 
tually ſecured by enabling his Majeſty to guaranty, under proper conditions, 
a loan, to be raiſed by the Emperor to ſuch an amount as may be thought 

' reaſonable. and proportioned to the extent of his efforts, the adoption of 
fach a meaſure may be eſſentially conducive to the immediate intereſts of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects at this conjuncture, and to the great object of re-eſtabliſh- t 
ing, on a ſecure and permanent foundation, the peace and tranquillity of theſe 

' kingdoms, and of Europe.” | e 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that after what had happened in that Houſe 
that night, he hoped he ſhould not be conſidered as exulting 
in the calamities of his country, if, before he ſpoke upon the 

fubject, he deſired the Houſe to advert to what he had ſaid in 
the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament. He begged of 
the Houſe alſo not to ſuppoſe that he was ſpeaking the language 
of paſſion or peeviſhneſs, as he had been told on a former oc- _ 
caſion he was doing, when he talked of the calamities of this 
country. He hoped the Houſe would give him credit for 
what he ſaid, that they were that day in a calamitous ſituation. 
This was what the Houſe ought to feel when they were called 
upon to vote away, by millions at a time, the money of the 
people of this country. He hoped and truſted that the 
Houſe would do him the juſtice he deſerved ; more he did 
not aſk; which was to reflect, that leſs than twelve months 
ago, at that unfortunate period when Parliament agreed on 
gating a ſubſidy to the King of Pruſſia, he called upon that 

ouſe to refrain from that meaſure; and he ſaid, that large as 

the ſum was, which was then aſked for that ſubſidy, the con- 
fequence would be, if it was granted, that applications would 
come from other quarters, and to a ſtill larger amount. Had 
not the event that day juſtified what he ſaid then? He laid no 
claim to applauſe for what he faid on that occaſion; there ap- 
peared to him no extraordinary ſagacity required to make the 
prediction, as it was termed; it appeared to him to be the na- 
tural reſult of what was then doing, The minifter had com- 
menced his ſpeech upon the ſubject before the Houſe, with 
ſome general obſervations upon the policy of this country hav- 

ing certain continental alliances; he was ready to own, that 

upon a view of general policy, it was prudent with regard 
to the intereſt of this country, and that eſpecially againſt 
France, continental alliance for us was a general good rule, 
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but, like all good rules, it was ſubject to modification by cir- 
cumſtances. To be ſo bigotted in attachment to any rule as not 
to allow that circumſtances might alter it, was the higheſt ab- 
ſurdity in politics. The miniſter had expreſſed a great diſlike 
to the practice of puſhing arguments to extremes, and yet he 
himſelf had carried his arguments to extremes indeed ; for he 
ſaid that it might as well be afferted that the Emperor will 
break his engagement in the year 1895, as to ſay that he will 
break it in the year 1795, and that any modern power in 
Europe would be faithleſs to its treaty, becauſe Carthage had 
been. Mr. Fox ſaid, he never did put an argument to that 


8 extent, nor had he any neceſſity for doing ſo in making obſerva- 


tions on the treaties into which this country had entered ſince 
the preſent war; he thought he could fee a cloſer connexion 
between Pruſſia and Sardinia in the way of treaty for ſubſidy 
from this country, than between Carthage and the Emperor. 
But with regard to what the Hon. Gentleman had ſaid that 


| | - night, he aſked the Houſe if they did not recollect whether 
= laſt year, on the Pruſſian treaty, it had not been word for word 


repeated. This ſhewed us that the opinion of the miniſter 


| | was never to be altered by events; and here he muſt advert 


a little to what the miniſter had ſaid laſt year upon the ſubject 
of the Pruſſian treaty :—-He ſaid then a great deal upon the 


' faith of the King of Pruſſia, his intereſt and his inclination ; 


upon that occaſion much was ſaid on the fame of the King of 
Pruſſia, and the ſecurity we had from his defire for military 
glory, and from the intereſt he had in the conteſt—they all knew 
| Y the event happened upon the ſubject of that unfortunate 


treaty, and he confeſſed he believed that arguments which had 


been uſed then in favour of the _ of Pruſſia, and thoſe 
which had been urged that night in favour of the Emperor, 

; == juſt as applicable to the one as to the other of thoſe two 

Princes. CRE „ | : 


The miniſter, in the beginning of his ſpeech, faid ſome- 


it thing of the war; whatever he ſaid upon that ſubject, na- 


turally excited curioſity. He had faid that the majority of the 
Houſe thought with him that peace was unattainable at pre- 
_ ſent. That might be the opinion of the majority of the 
Houſe; but certain it was, that that very Gentleman had a few . 
Nights ſince prevailed upon the Houſe to evade that very queſ- 
tion, by the amendment which he moved upon a motion made 
with a viewof ſettling that preciſe point; and therefore it was 
rather too mach to ſay in that Houſe what was the opinion f 
the majority... 5 5 e 
The next thing to be conſidered was the miniſter's obſerva- 
tions on the ſpeech of Tallien, in the National Convention of 
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France. By the way, Mr. Fox ſaid, he did not think the mi- 


niſter's information upon that ſubje& was correct, but ſup- 


poſing it to be ſo, it amounted to nothing, for the whole of 


what was ſaid, in the way that Tallien was alleged to have ſaid 
it, was only the aſſertion of a man who might ſpeak upon a 
particular point any thing to anſwer a purpoſe which he had 
m view, when he was, as it was well known he was, oppoſed _ 
on that point, in that Convention, by Cambon. The evidence 


of two men, ſo contending for power, in the way they were 
contending, he did not conſider to be evidence which that 
Houſe ought to rely on in the diſcuſſion of the important ſub- 
ject then before them; he therefore muſt entreat the Houſe 
to be cautious as to the credit they gave to any account of the 


decay of the reſources of the French; the reſources of the 


French might fall, but it was the great buſineſs of that Houſe 


to take care that the reſources of England ſhould not fall in 
contending with France; and would the Right Hon. Gentle- 


man ſay, that if this loan were entered into, and ſhould be 


eventually paid by this country, it would be poſſible for us to 


carry on the war for many years to come? It was faid that 


the money to be advanced for the loan could not be applied 
with advantage to the ſervice of the navy. —Poſlibly not for 


this year, but could it not be kept in reſerve for future years ? 


We ought to look to the means of continuing the war for any 
number of years that might be neceſſary. It was faid that 
with the whole fix millions we could not add a ſhip or a man 


to our navy at preſent. This was a little difficult of proof, 


as he doubted very much whether the application of ſome of 
that money to the ſervice of the navy might not be very effi- 
cacious even for the preſent year; in future years it mult cer- 


tainly. But let it be inquired whether the miniſter's doctrine 


upon this point, although probably falſe with regard to our 


navy this year, was not ſtrictly true with regard to the navy 


of France. Did the miniſter himſelf believe that the naval 


exertions of France were in any degree cramped, although in 


future it was to be hoped they might, for want of pecuniary 


reſources? Did he think that France would now have a greater 
naval force if ſhe had not had continental armies to oppoſe 


the laſt campaign? The navy of France, notwithſtanding all 
the exertions ſhe had been obliged to make by land, was as 
great as her comparatively ſmall commerce, and perhaps want 


of naval ſtores, which ſhe did not want, becauſe ſhe could not 
Pay for them, would permit, and there was no ground what- 
ever to ſuppoſe but that in the courſe of the preſent year, it 
would be as great as money could make it. 


— 
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With reſpect to the general policy of employing foteign 
troops in this war, he could not help arguing from what ap- 
peared to be the beſt ſource, viz. experience, that little re- 
liance was to be placed upon them. The Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman knew how much of the money of this country had 
been already ſquandered for ſuch aid; and every body knew 
the conduct of our allies. The miniſter had confeſſed that 
there were points in the conduct of the Auſtrians difficult to 
explain; and added, that he would not enter into the detail. 
He believed it not only difficult, but impoſlible, to explain thoſe 
points in any ſatisfactory manner. It was no wonder the mi- 
niſter declined entering into a detail of conduct which involved 
every thing that was ſuſpicious. But ought he not, before the 
Houſe voted ſuch an enormous ſum of money, to give ſome 
account of the conduct of the Auſtrians before Tournay; ought 
he not to aſſign ſome reaſon for their precipitate evacuation 
of the Netherlands, and that too againſt every remonſtrance 
of the Commander in Chief of the Britiſh forces? And after- 
wards, when the Britiſh army had been obliged to retreat, and 
by the e. diminution of the French force there ſeemed 
to be a favourable opportunity for acting offenſively, ought he 
not to give ſome account of the ſurrender of the captured 
| fortreſſes? Ought not a Britiſh Houſe of Commons to have 
theſe things explained before they repoſed this unlimited con- 
fidence in the Houſe of Auſtria? In' the latter part of the 
campaign, it was ſaid the Auſtrians had acted better—Pofſibly 
they might, for then they began to be paid for their trouble; 
but was it not notorious that the Duke of York was left at 
only thirty miles diſtance, to judge of their intentions by ſpe- 
culations. on their movements, as he might have done of the 
intentions of the enemy? Was not this recorded in the Lon- 
don Gazette; and did it not ſtand as a proof that there was 
no amicable concert or co-operation between the Auſtrian and 
the Britiſh army? Were theſe points to be explained, or were 
they not? or was the Houſe to be ſatisfied with being told 
that they were difficult ? What was the caſe at Toulon ? Five 
thouſand Auſtrian troops were to ſail from Leghorn to rein- 
force the garriſon, but when theſe troops came. to the place 
of embarkation, the commanding officer ſaid he had orders 
not to embark, till he received farther directions from Vienna. 
When this was mentioned laſt year, the miniſter faid it would 
be improper to inquire too minutely into the conduct of our 
allies—a very inſufficient anſwer, as he then thought it, and 
as it had ſince proved. But were we not now to have ſome 
explanation with reſpect to the conduct of Auſtria, when we 
- were going-to enter into new engagements? We were not to 
By: Rs oe | reaſon, 


as if it had been meant to term every Monarch a deſpot. He 
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reaſon, it was ſaid, on the prefent occaſion, from our recent 
experience of the King of Pruſſia's conduct. The defence of 
that conduct, as well as hopes of future aid from that quarter, 
was now given up. The King of Pruſſia ſtood with the mi- 
niſter now, as he long had ſtood with the Public, and long 
ought to have ſtood in the opinion of that Houſe. It was 


now too clear to be denied, that his real object had been the 


partition of Poland; to aid him in the accompliſhment of 
which, he accepted of a ſubſidy from this country. Might 
not this be the caſe with the Emperor, who had alſo views upon 


that devoted country? But the Houſe of Auſtria, it ſeemed, 


mult be thought remarkable for conſiſtency and good faith. — 
Was it ſo!—Read the two maniteſtos iſſued by the Prince of 
Haxe Cobourg, in the caſe of Dumourier, and you will find 
nothing more iniquitous in all the reprobated conduct of the 
French. In the firſt, he exhorts the French people to co- 
operate withthat virtuous man, Dumourier, in the reſtoration 
of limited monarchy, with aſſurances of the moſt diſintereſted 
aid and protection on the part of the Emperor. Five days 
after, finding the virtuous Dumourier not followed by his 
army, as had been expected, he iſſues a ſecond manifeſto, re- 
calling all the promiſes made in the firſt, Find an inſtance of 
greater perſidy in the hiſtory of the world, perfidy not exceed- 
ed by the conduct of the King of Pruſſia with regard to Po- 
land. This was the ally to whoſe faith implicit confidence 
was to be given, according to the Right Hon. Gentleman; who 
complained of putting extreme cafes in argument. He was 
ready to ſay that he would "truſt neither Pruſſia nor Auſtria, 
while their councils were directed by the ſame perſons. "This 
prudence the Right Hon. Gentleman underſtood very well, 
when he was arguing on the affairs of France, for then he fre- 
quently talked of faith, and confidence and ſecurity; and aſked 
what faith could be repoſed in Robeſpierre or Cambon, or 


any of the men who directed the government ? He always in- 


ſited then on conſidering the character of the parties with 
whom we ſhould have to treat, although only on the broad 
queſtion of peace or war. Now he thought we ought to be 
more attentive to the character of thoſe with whom we were 
to treat for alliance and co-operation in carrying on a war, 
than of thoſe with whom we were to treat ſimply for peace, 
for nothing could be clearer than that leſs ſecurity was ne- 


* 


_ ceſlary for the purpoſes of making peace, than for making an 


alliance to carry on a war. The miniſter was offended at the 
expreſhon of German Deſpots, which he endeavoured to turn, 


Hoped, nay he knew and felt, that there was a Monarch who 
„ | Po IT SS Ba 
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had nothing in common with any deſpot upon earth, but the 
name of King. His Hon. Friend, who made uſe of the ex- 
preſſion, had ſtyled theſe Monarchs properly, for they had ma- 


nifeſted to the world that their uniform intention was to make 


the increaſe of their power the rule of their conduct. He 
called the King of Pruſſia a deſpot, meaning always the cha- 
racter of his councils, on various grounds. He called him a 
deſpot on account of his treatment of that brave and meri- 
torious man, La Fayette; whom, contrary to every rule of ci- 
vilized nations, he had moſt ſhamefully and cruelly impriſoned. 
What was La Fayette's ſituation at preſent? When the Pruſ- 
ſian cabinet thought that they ought not to bear the whole of 
the odium, he and his companions in misfortune were tranſ- 
ferred to Auſtrian priſons. What applications had been made 
in their behalf he knew not; but if report ſaid true, the 
cabinet of Vienna, unable to avow what they did in the face 


of the world, added to rhe infamy of their conduct by the 


falſehood and cruelty of denying that they were their priſoners. 
He hoped and truſted that the conduct of theſe deſpots of 
Germany towards theſe men, would make a deep impreſſion 
upon a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and never be mentioned 
but with abhorrence. The miniſter ſaid the Emperor had 
various motives for maintaining the credit of his finances by 
good faith, of which he gave ſeveral inſtances, ſpeaking, as he 
that night was, as Chancellor of the Exchequer for the Em- 
peror, in which character he knew it was eſſential to deny his 
deſpotiſm, for the finance and the power of a deſpot, with re- 
ſpect to public credit, always run in an inverſe ratio. With 


reſpect to his intereſt in the war as an independent Prince, he 
never could diſcover it, and with reſpect to his intereſt as head 
of the Germanic body, was what they had all read in every 
newſpaper, true or not? In concert with other members of 


the Diet he had agreed, that while preparations were making 
for another campaign, ſerious endeavours ſhould be made to 
open a negotiation for peace. Such was, in ſubſtance, the 
reſolution adopted on the propoſition of the Elector of Mentz. 
Let it be ſuppoſed that the Empire, having done what we re- 
fuſed to do, viz. declared a readineſs to negotiate with the 
French republic, ſhould conclude a peace; upon what fide of 
France was the Emperor, as Duke of Aultria, to make his at- 


_ tack? If the Empire were at peace with France, would it be 


the intereſt of the Emperor, or would it be in his power, to 


fulfil his engagement with us for continuing the war ? We 


were now in a peculiar ſtage of the buſineſs, and it became us 


to conſider our ſituation very attentively. Four millions were 
| to be given to the Emperor, for which he was to furmſh . 
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two hundred thouſand men, and perhaps two millions more 
for a proporiionate addition of men. Should it not be in- 


quired, ſhould not the Houſe be ſatisfied, that this was in the 
Emperor's power? He knew many well-informed men who 
doubted it exceedingly. He believed the Emperor had it not 
in his powerz but he was ſure the Houſe ought to know that 
he had both the power and the inclination, before they granted 


ſuch a ſum of money. | | 5 | 
He came at length to the Emperor's reſources, and his ability 


to pay the intereſt. which the miniſter ſaid might be ſafely de- 
pended upon. To this the anſwer was ſhort—If the Right 


Hon. Gentleman were a better reaſoner—if every thing he 
had ſaid were true—even if the Emperor had till greater re- 


ſources, he would find it difficult to perſuade thoſe who ſeldom 


judged amiſs where their. own intereſt was concerned, viz. 


thoſe who had money to lend, men who were better judges 


of the ſolvency of a borrower than any miniſter could be. 
'Thefe were the men the miniſter ſhould have convinced of 


the ſtability and wealth of the Bank of Vienna. Had he done 


fo !—By no means. The Emperor had already tried them 


upon better terms than were held out by the preſent loan, and 


completely failed. He would ſay, completely failed; if not, 
tet the experiment be tried again. It ſignified nothing to 
make panegyrics in that Houſe upon the good faith and honour 


of the Emperor, and upon the ſolvency of the Bank of 


Vienna. Letthe miniſter go into the city, and hear the opinion 
of monied men. The anſwer it was eaſy to gueſs. It re- 
minded him of what he had ſaid the other day on the verdict 
of a Jury: © The verdict is Not Guilty, and that fatisfies me 
of the innocence of the accuſed.” The anſwer of monied 
men to the Emperor would be, « I will not lend you my 
money upon your own ſecurity.” This would fatisfy him of 
the inſolvency of the Emperor. Now let it be inquired what 
we mult actually loſe, even in the event of the Emperor ful- 
filling his engagement. He offered a high rate of intereſt 
upon his own ſecurity. We enabled him by the propoſed loan 


to borrow at a lower rate, and as money and credit were both 


marketable, we loſt preciſely the difference. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman feemed to doubt this, but it would caſily be il- 
luſtrated. Suppoſe he had a ſhip of the value of 10,000]. 


which was to fail to the Weſt Indies without convoy. Sup- 


poſe it to be taken, what would be the exact loſs? Aſk the 


inſurance- broker the value of the inſurance, and that would 


be the amount of the loſs. This loan was more objeCtionable 


even than a ſubſidy. Subſidies in general were paid by 


monthly inſtalments ; and if the ſervices ſtipulated for, were 
1 7 ; „ 
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not performed, we could ſtop further payments, as in the caſe. 
of the King of Pruſſia. But could we do ſo here? By no 
means; for if the Emperor ſhould fail at any time to fulſil his 
engagement, we ſhould ſtill be obliged to pay the whole 
amount of the loan. If he ſhould fail to pay the intereſt, we 


ſhould have to raiſe 450,000. a year to make it good, while 


for the ſame ſum we could-borrow ten millions on our own 
account. What ſecurity had we that the Emperor would be 
able to fulfil his engagements ? We all knew that his ſubjeCts, 
as well as thoſe of the King of Pruſſia, were unanimous, in 
their wiſhes'for peace. Should he liſten to them, and with- 
draw entirely from the conteſt, could we withdraw from the 
payment of the loan? No; the credit of this country would 
be pledged for the whole ſum, and it might be impoſſible for 
us to recover a ſhilling of it. The miniſter had ſaid much on 
the revenue of the Emperor. He wiſhed he had ftated the 


_ particulars, and the ſurplus after defraying the charges upon 


it. The Auſtrian Netherlands were the ſecurity offered for 


the former loan, but they were now gone. Did the miniſter 


himſelf really believe the ſtate of the Emperor's revenue to 
be ſuch as to enable him to pay? If he was not able, we might 


pronounce as many panegyrics on his honour as we pleaſed, 


but after all we muſt pay for him. He inſtanced the caſe of 
the Sileſian loan, where the late King of Pruſha refuſed to 
make good the engagement to private lenders. If that Mo- 
narch, for deſpot he muſt not be called, could find a pretext 
for refuſing to pay private individuals, with how much more 


_ eaſe might a pretext be found between two nations? The 
fituation ef the country was indeed calamitous, but not ſo ca- 


lamitous as it muſt ſoon become, if this meaſure were adopted. 


This loan was to enable the Emperor to continue the war only 


for twelve months. Would the miniſter ſay that this war 


would be terminated within that period, or that, if it continued 


longer, the Emperor muſt not come every year for a like or 2 


larger ſupply ? We ſhould remember the finances of the King 


of Spain; he might, and probably would come for our aſſiſt- 


ance if peace was uot agreed upon between Spain and France 
ſoon. 5 po | ; 


This was not, as he had been told on a former occaſion, the 
language of peeviſhneſs and paſſion ; what he had already ſaid 
had been verified by the event, and what he was now ſaying 
he had too much reaſon to apprehend would be verified in the 


lame manner. Was the Right Hon. Gentleman confident 


that the war would terminate with the next campaign? And 
was he ſare that this war, which we had undertaken for the 
lake of order, morality, and religion, and with the concur- 


” 
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rence and for the ſafety of all Europe, would not at laſh, fall 
entirely upon us; that we ſhall have to pay all the expence of. 
it on the part of Vienna, Sardinia, Naples, Spain, and our- 
felves ? That we ſhall have, in ſhort, to pay for the armies al- 
molt of the whole world? He might be told, if we did not do 
this, what ſhould we do? He would anſwer, add this money 
to our naval ſtrength, and depend upon our own exertions, in- 
ſtead of depending on treacherous allies; for then we might 
be able even yet to ſuſtain ſix or ſeven more campaigns, but 
by the preſent ſyſtem that would be impoſſible. The conduct 
4 of miniſters was highly cenſurable for their want of caution _ 
1 in this war. He had been uniformly of opinion, that the 
1 Dutch were not cordially with us in this war, and the event 
had juſtified the opinion. How ſtood the cafe with reſpect to 
bo the other powers? Were the ſubjects of the different ſtares at- 
{i | tached to this cauſe againſt the enemy? He feared that if we 
[0 compared them together, we ſhould find they were not. He 
1 had reaſon to know that the King of Pruſſia had actually re- 


f fuſed to put his troops under the command of a Britiſh Ge- 
1 neral, for fear they ſhould revolt; he believed the ſame appre- 
= Scakon was entertained of the Auſtrians. He wiſhed his 
il Nopal Highneſs the Duke of York were to take a chair in that 


Houſe, and give them the information he was poſſeſſed of upon 
that ſubject, and he was afraid that the effect of that inform- 
| ation would be, that we can have no rational hope of the 
co-operation of the Pruſſians and the Auſtrians in the next 
campaign. This being our ſituation, the queſtion was, Whether 
it was prudent in us to go on with ſuch enormous loans, or to 
truſt to ourſelves, to offer peace, but to prepare for war? He 
was ſure he knew which was the wiſer courſe, and it was not 
his fault if that Houſe did not adopt it; and if we went on 
upon ſuch meaſures as that. which was now propoſed, we 
ſhould drive ourſelves rapidly to ruin, for, in point of extra- 
vagance and folly, this meaſure was never equalled at any 
period of the exiſtence of the kingdom. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated that this loan was 
not to affect the ſupply of the year. So much the worſe, for 
then the people would not ar preſent feel the effects of it, and it 
| might come upon them on a ſudden when they were unpre- 
| pared for it, and the danger of that fort of deſuſive hope of 
'Þ \** ſecurity was one of the greateſt evils that could happen to a 
1 people. — He thought, therefore, that if this buſineſs was to 


Þ| go on, the better way would be to provide for it at once, by 
| N raiſing taxes; then the people would ſee the real ſituation they 
# were in, and would know what burdens they mult bear; 
(| whereas, the other mode only tended to deceive, to make 


1 
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their diſtreſs at a future day the more intolerable. There 
were many other objections which he had to this meaſure, but 
theſe he might perhaps ſubmit at a future period. Mr. Fox 
moved as an amendment, that all the words after the word 
« deſire” ſhould be left out of the Addreſs. . | 

Sir Francis Baring hoped that this country was not in want 
of reſources, ſuſhcient to defend her from external attack; 
but for a ſubſidy there was none to ſpare ; the amount was 
wanted for internal defence, and ſecurity againſt enemies. 

Sir William Pulteney ſupported the Addreſs and the loan, as 
a very neceſſary and politic meaſure; the expence he regard- 
ed as very inconſiderable, when the benefits that might enſue 
from ſo great a reinforcement of military ſtrength would be 
cained on the continent. Many Gentlemen ſeemed to think 
that the only thing this country ought to attend to was her 
naval power; he, for one, was of a different opinion; he had 
as much reliance as any man could have upon the protection of 
our navy, but at the ſame time he believed that nothing could 


be of ſuch eſſential conſequence to us, or haraſs the enemy 


more, than a great army being kept upon the frontiers of 
Francez and in ſo far he agreed with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, that by a diverſion of that fort, we ſhould take 
much from the power of the enemy in their ſtrength at ſea. 
If we thought of an invaſion, which he was almoſt ſure would 
happen, though he had not the leaſt doubt, when it did, that 
it would be eaſily repelled, this was a plan that we ſhould 
adopt, for the reaſon he had juſt given. If we looked to 
peace, he thought that we ſhould certainly keep this alliance, 
and give this aſſiſtance to Auſtria, becauſe France would be 
much more ready to treat for peace, when a formidable alliance 
was againſt them, than when the different powers in Europe 
were entirely ſeparated and unconnected in the common 
cauſe. VVV NE op | IE TON 
Mr. M. Robinſon ſpoke a few words againſt the loan, 
and withed the money to be applied to the ſervice of the Britiſh 
navy. | | | 

12 W. Smith defended Mr. Fox's amendment upon two 
grounds; firſt, that tkere was no chance that the loan would 
cver be repaid; and ſecondly, that if the Emperor's credit was 
ſo good as it was repreſented to be, he might procure it 
from another country at the unuſual intereſt of ſeven and a 


half per cent. 


Mr. Brandling ſaid, that he had no objection to the ſti- 
pulating for an army of 200,000 men to divert the French 
force, were he not inclined to believe that the French would 


derive hopes from our vaſt expenditure, and be thereby en- 


couraged 
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couraged with the expectation, that our finances would not hold 
out. He thought our reliance ought to be on our navy; and 


that every attention ſhould be paid' to it. 
The queſtion was loudly called. Wer and the Houſ: divided 


Baring, Sir Francis 
Bankes, Henry 
Baſſet, Sir Francis 
Bouverie, Edward 
Bradyll, Wilſon 


Brandling, Charles Ludlow, Earl Y 
-__ Brown, F. N. | Maitland, Hon. George 
Burch, J. R _ | Martin, James 5 
"4 Burdon, N. 5 Milner, Sir William 
Buller, James Miibancke, Ralph 
 Byng, George Mac Leod, Colonel N, 
Church, I. North, Dudley | 


Coke, Thomas W. 
Coke, Edward 
Courtenay, John 
Cox, Hippeſley 
Creſpigny, T. C. 
Eaſt, Edward Hyde 
F letcher, Sir Hem y 
Ford, Sir F. | 
Fox, Right Hon. C. J. 
Francis, Philip 
Fitzpatrick, General 
Grey, Charles 
Harriſon, John 


| upon the amendment : 1 
: „ — 4727 
wh 2 58 
Majority 5 1 15 
Adjourned at half Pn 8 


+ Arty on a 1 to addreſs his Majeſty on his Me age relative 
| 10 raiſing a Loan for the Emperor. 


Aubrey, St. John + 
{| Lambton, W. H. 


| Lemon, Sir William 


[ 


Hare, James. 


[Con 


Jekyll, Joſeph 


Langſton, John 
Leiceſter, Sir John 


Pierſe, AAA 
Plumer, William T0165 ee 
Popham, Alexander 
Powlett, Hon. Vere 


Ridley, Sir M. W. 
| Robinſon, M. 


Ruſſell, Lord William 
Shaw, Cunlitfe | 
Spencer, Lord Robert 
Smith, General 
Tarleton, General 
Thompſon, Thomas 
Thorold, Sir John 


Hill, Sir Richard Thomas, W. 
a Howard, Henry Wynne, R. W. 
Huſſey, William i Wyndham, Hon. 's: c. 
TELLE RS. | 


© Whitbread, Sam. Junior | Smith, William 
Total 60. 
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 QVACKS. 


bir" Wine Dotben preſented a petition from the regular- 


bred Apothecaries, &c. complaining that a number of illi- 
terate and ignorant people aſſumed in various parts of the 
country the . of Phyſicians and Apothecaries, to the 
manifeſt injury of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and praying that 
certain meaſures ſhould be taken to prevent the evil. The 
petition-was ordered to be laid on the table. | 

A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that they 


had paſſed a Road Bill, and two Naturalization Bills, and 


deſiring the concurrence of the Houle. 
+, © PETITIONS FOR Praca. 


Sir William. Milner preſented a petition from the Mayor 
and Commonalty of the city of York, deploring the calami- 
ties of the war, deprecating the idea of. our interference with 
the internal government of France, and praying that the. 
Houſe might adopt ſuch means as might tend to bring about 
a ſpeedy and honourable peace. The Hon. Baronet obſerved 
that the petition ſtated the ſentiments of the corporation of 
the city of York, legally afſembled. Ir had been diſcuſſed 
the day on which the laſt Mayor was choſen—a day on which 
it is uſual for a great number of the corporation to attend. 


At this meeting there were ſeventy-two members preſent, 


and the wiſh of the corporation was for peace. 

The petition was ordered to be laid on the table. 5 
The Marine Mutiny Bill was read a ſecond time, and or- 
dered tobe . ̃ m 7275 | 

T he Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that on Wed- 
neſday, the 18th of this month, he ſhould bring forward the. 
conſideration of the Supply and the Ways and Means of the 
year, generally underſtgod by opening the Budget. | 

Mr. Thernton preſented a petition on behalf of the inha-, 


bitants of the borough of Southwark, regularly convened by. 


public advertiſement, alledging the alarming ſtate of public 
affairs in conſequence of the preſent war 158 our fleets and 
ar mies had not been able to make any impreſſion upon France; 
that our allies on the continent had wrung from the confi- 
dence and credulity of the people of this country, very large 
ſums of money ; that if any interference with the internal 
government of France was inſiſted upon, it muſt rapidly de- 
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ſtroy the whole of our national power; and praying that the 


Houſe would ad6pt a mode of negotiation for peace with 


France, &c.—Ordered te be laid on the table. 


— 


SLAVE TRADE. | 


. 


Mr. Whitbread ſaid, that as he ſaw the Hon. Gentleman in 
his place, he took the preſent opportunity to ſtate, that he 

waited with impatience to hear the Hon. G | 

tice when he ſhould bring forward a motion on the ſubject 


entleman give no- 


of the Slave Trade. He confeſſed that he felt a certain de- 
Free of confidence that he would not have occaſion to remind 


him of the circumſtance. „ we 5 

Mr. Millerforce replied, that had the Hon. Gentleman 
vot mentioned the buſineſs, it was his intention to give no- 
tice, Which he then did, that he would bring forward a mo- 
tion on the Slave Trade on that day fortni hig. 
ron TOWARDS PEACE, — . 
Mr. Grey roſe in conſequence of a notice he had given, 


* 
: 


to move a reſolution relative to the preſent form of govern- 


ment in France.. On the ſubje& of the motion which he in- 
tended, he ſaid, to make that night, he could not have much 
novelty to offer to claim the attention of the Houſe ; but he 


bad the pleaſure of being conſcious that it would not be ne- 


ceſſary for him to lay any ſevere tax upon their patience z and 
he truſted too that the matter would be difcuſſed with tem- 
per; at leaſt, he would endeavour to avoid introducing any 
thing that might tend to provoke ill-humour. He was con- 
fident alſo, that he ſhould not be told that night that he brought 
forward a mere dry abſtract queſtion inapplicable to any im- 


_ mediate ſpecific object - that it was a preſumptive ſtatement 


of an hypothetical cafe. On the contrary, the queſtion which 
he ſhould ſubmit, narrowed as it was by former declarations 
and aſſertions of the miniſter, and his ſupporters, would call 


upon the Houſe to exerciſe their candid and unbiaſſed judg- 
ment, inſtead of n themſelves to be mifled by decla- 


mation, inflamed by paſſions, and carried away from the 


point in queſtion. He felt another advantage on the preſent 


occafion z he had the judgment of Gentlemen on the other 


ſide of the Houſe, that it was neceſſary to come to a declara- 


tion on the point which he intended to ſubmit; he was con- 


vinced of the truth of that obſervation + He had ſaid on a 


former occaſion, and he would ” then, it was neceffary for 
the people of England to know for what object it was that 
they were 1o ſpill their blood and to waſte their treaſure ; it 
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was time that an end be put to all doubts upon the fubject, 
and it was with fomething like this view that the Right Hon. 
Gentleman brought forward the amendment to the motion, 


= which he had made upon the fubje& on a former day. 


From the commencement of the prefent moſt calamitous 
war, for moſt calamitous indeed it was, down to the preſent 
hour, the Houſe had been in the habits of making declara- 
tions conſtantly upon the ſubject; theſe declarations were of 
various ſorts, bus they, none of them, ſatisfied him, nor did 

he believe they ſatisfied the Public. A complaint had been 
made againſt ſome of his Hon. Friends, as well as himſelf, 
that they miſrepreſented what had been faid by the. miniſter 
and others, on a form of government in France, with which 
it might be proper for us to negotiate ; it was park of his b- 
je& that night to do away that complaint; he therefore ſtood, 
with regard to the minifter, on vantage ground. By what he 
ſhould propoſe, the queſtion would be decided, whether he 
had miſrepreſented the miniſter or not ; and that Right Hon. 
Gentleman had himſelf acknowledged, that an explicit de- 
claration, with regard to the form of a government in France, 

| was abſolutely neceffary to be made at this criſis. He would 
aſk, was the laſt declaration of the Right Hon. Gentleman 
ſo plain and explicit, that it. could not. be miſunderſtood ? 
Compare it with his former declarations and his former ar- 
guments which he uſed as an explanation. He would aſk if 
the declaration which the Right Hon. Gentleman gave fome 
time ago in that Houſe, was the real ground on which the 
Houſe intended to act, and if it was, did the Houſe believe 
it was the ground on which the people of this country would 
ſupport them? If he were to afk the miniſter what he really 
meant by the amendment which he moved upon the laſt pro- 
poſition which came before that Houſe upon this ſubject, the 
Right Hon. Gentleman would pot anſwer him fairly; he 
would ſay, the amendment was expreſſed in words ſufficiently 
plain to ſpeak for themſelves. He muſt therefore have re- 
courſe to the words themſelves to fee what was their mean- 
ing. He thought it a little unfortunate, that the miniſter, 

after having laboured at various times for two years, had not 
been able to make himſelf perfectly underftood upon this 
ſubjeC& ; for he really believed there were not two perſons in 
that Houſe, who would undertake to ſay they underſtood him 
exactly in the ſame way, either in the amendment which he 

moved, or in the ſpeech which he made upon it. He would 
aſk him again in the plaineſt words which he could utter, 


Did he mean to ſay, we are to continue this war for the pur- 


poſe of deſtroying the government of France, or not? He 
// lll Lg» 


232 


— » — oweny, th —— — = 
Res Got ů * 
— N . ET 2 — 
> — — - 
n 


— 


— — 2 
r . 


— 


een 
* 


1 — * = TRY 
= pa 0 . parents” "Is rer — 8 
— ? OLED , — EV 2 : ee EA LR . — a ach PEO OO TI OT POS. x II By === — - F 1 
i . bh : 4 x * 3 rn — — —— — — — a - — — "oF mater — = -- 4 - 
— . . ˙ . ² Ha ne) AY Tt RY tb AA gs CC CH ISI — be — — — — * n * K r. r a * . 
9 deer. > * "any een — 25 2 5 — _ K * 8 * 4 — gt 22 a Dee 2 


ene, 


E. 16s n 
Þ <> 2 222 
2 
* 


a. Pt Fo » 
n 
ns 


"2-25 whe 


S 


2 2 — 


_ — hgngh 06A: — 4 any 
ccc 


© _ 

A 
N Chef 
2 x 


— — 


— — 


— — 


— — a 


— r 


_ — . Sd, 7” 
a . — — 


: — 2 
1 _—_ 


— I ESTY 


EE — co 
1 ** — 


35 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. | [Common's. | 
believed the Right Hon. Gentleman would not anſwer that 
in the negative; and yet if he were to declare explicitly that 
to be his determined purpoſe, and that the government of 
France ſhall not on any terms continue as it is now, he would 
not be ſupported after that declaration by the majority who 
voted for his amendment. Something, however, had been 
got by the ſubſequent declaration of the- minifter, fince he 
Pad ſaid that the vote of the Honſe upon that amendment 
pledged them with him, to a declaration of an opinion, that 
at this time it would be improper to attempt to negotiate for 
peace. Mr. Grey ſaid, he ſhould never agree to this, until 
he heard it from the Houfe of ae Wren, If. the 
Houſe thought fit to entertain that ſentiment, he did not 
mean to ſay it was improper that it ſhould be ſo underſtood ; 
but then, let them declare it, and let the people, who, he be- 
Heved, were now almoſt unanimous for a negotiation for 
peace, know that the. Houſe of Commons would not coun- 

tenance any ſuch negotiation. Upon every thing he had al- 
ready ſtated, it muſt appear for the honour of the Houſe, 
and for the ſatisfaction of the people of England, neceſſary 
that they ſhould come to an explicit declaration upon this 
ſubject. It was neceſſary, as he had already ſaid, for the 
people of France; it was neceſſary alſo for the miniſter 
himſelf; for by avoiding all fair explanation, he ſhifted the 
queſtion only for a while, and every hour added to the load 
of his reſponſibility, the weight of which muſt one day fall 
ade e Do af 8 EEE. V 
Mr. Grey declared, he felt it neceſſary to aſk the Houſe if 
it was their opinion that the exiſtence of the preſent govern- 
ment of France (for government he would ſtill call it) was a 
reaſon againſt negotiation for peace? and he would expect 
them to come to a vote, which ſhould give a direct anſwer to 
that queſtion, without endeavouring to vote upon ſomething 
elſe, and to give countenance to any of thoſe ſhifts and ar- 
tifſices, he could call them no better, by which fair queſtions 
were evaded in that Houſe. He hoped, that on that night Par- 
liament would come to ſome explicit declaration on the ſub- 
ject; and that miniſters, if they were miſrepreſented, would 
ſtand forward and ſtate, on fair and unequivocal grounds, 
the object of the war. Mr. Grey obſerved, that if this was 
not a fair ſtatement, miniſters were competent to obviate his 
aſſertions by their retraction of what had been attributed to 
them, on clear and ſatisfactory grounds. It was evident, he 
argued, from every declaration of miniſtry, that their object 
was a with to reſtore the ancient monarchy of France. The 
declaration of Lord Hood, Sir Gilbert Elliott, and General 
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O'Hara, at Toulon, was in evidence againſt the Right Hon. 

Gentleman and his friends. This declaration was a prelimi- 
nary to the avowal of the object of miniſters, which, coupled 
with their ſubfequent conduct, muft ſhew that the eſtabliſh- 


. ment of the old defpotic. government of France was the ſole 


object of the preſent diſaſtrous and ruinous war. In proof 


bol this aſſertion, he noticed Lord Hood's declaration in favour 


of monarchy, and the erection of the ſtandard of royalty at 


Marſeilles and Toulon. It was a fact which could be proved 


from the maniſeſtos and declarations of this country and her 
allies, that the object of the coaleſced powers was the de- 
ſtruction of the exiſting government of France. Mr. Grey 


next fook a copious. view of the different declarations and 
manifeſtes, from that of the Duke of Brunſwick and Mar- 


quis Beaulieu, to that of Lord Hood at Toulon, from which 


| he drew the ſtrongeft and cleareft inferences in favour of 


what he had afferted in regard to the object of his Majeſty's 


* miniſters. If, in any inſtance, he had miſrepreſented the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, he was now called upon to expoſe 
ſüuch misſtatement, that no blame ſhould attach to his con- 
duct; but if, on the other hand, he had not mifrepreſented 


him, then it muſt be admitted by every rational man; that 


the object of the war produced a wanton expenditure of blood 


and treaſure, as nothing but madneſs could induce men to 


| ſuppoſe, that by the force of arms they could effect a change 
of government, in a nation ſtruggling for its liberties, with a 
degree of enthuſiaſm unparalleled in the hiſtory of nations. 
When this propofition was admitted—and it was confeſſed, 
from the declaration of Lord Robert Fitzgerald, in Switzer- | 
hand; Lord Harvey, at Florence; and the famous declaration 
of Lord Auckland, at the Hague; that the overthrow of. the 


government of France is the object of minifters—to what a 
deſperate ſituation was this country reduced in purſuing ſo 
hopeleſs a meaſure | Coupling, thereſore, the declarations of 


the Ambaſſadors to foreign courts, which remained uncon- 
tradifted, and the amendment moved by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman on a former night, it was evident that the- object 
of the war was clear and avowed. He wiſhed, therefore, to 
be informed if miniſters perſevered, and were determined not 


to relinquiſh. the war until the government of France is 
changed. If this were the caſe, there was not, he was firmly 


_ perſuaded, a man in the country who believed that we could 


effect by war any ſuch alteration. He was furprifed to find 


the Right Hon. Gentleman ſearching the debates of the Con- 
vention, to diſcover if any expreſſion occurred, in explanation 
ot ther diſtreſs, that he might torture it into an argument 


for 
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for proſecuting the war. Experience had ſhewn that the 
Houſe had been for the laſt two years teized with accounts of 
this ſort, which never amounted to any thing more than the 
deluding them into the idez that France muſt long ſince have 
been overwhelmed with deſtrution. Thus had the people 
been induced from year to year to ſupport the war, in hopes of 
its immediate termination in favour of the confederacy; but, 
in proportion to thoſe hopes, our ſucceſs actually ſeemed 
diſtant. But the Hon. Gentleman appeared not aware of the 
ſtrange things that will occur in a revolution. He was not 
acquainted with the great zeal and enterpriſe of à nation 
unanimouſly ſtruggling for its liberties. He forgets that their 
zeal, ardour, and reſources, ſurpaſs thoſe of a regular govern- 
ment. He ſeemed to forget that in America, during that 
unfortunate and calamitous war for this country, that there 
the law of the maximum exiſted—that there was a deprecia- 
tion of paper credit and that their fituation was equal ts 
that repreſented by Cambon in his late Report. But the ar- 
dour and zeal for liberty in countries ſtruggling like America 
and France, ſet their oppreſſors at dehance. He did not 
mean to defend the enormities of France; but as long as the 
people conceived that they were fighting for freedom, they 
would prove equally ſucceſsful with the people of America. 
Miniſters had affured the country, year after year, that the 
reſources of France were rapidly decreafing; but in propor- 
tion to that rapidity was the augmentation of new reſources,” 
which mocked all former parallel, 3 5 
In corroboration of this fact, he reminded Gentlemen of 
their amazing exertions by land, and the formidable ſituation 
of their marine, which the Right Hon. Gentleman could not 
flat ter himſelf was a proof of the rapid decreaſe of their re- 
fources. It therefore was idle to denend upon our fucceſs 
from their want of reſources ; it was childiſh to talk of re- 
fuſing to a people who were making exertions to which the 
world had never produced a parallel the right of forming 
their own government. It was trifling with the underſtand- 
ing of that Houſe to talk of the decay of their reſources, 
after the experience we have had of ſuch obſervations already. 
A It was unneceſſary for him to argue much upon this point, 
| == becauſe he believed no man had been yet convinced upon it 
by the Right Hon. Gentleman. But it was extremely unfair 
at any time to draw concluſions from mere ſketches of ac- 
| counts which we had from France. The Right Hon. Gen- 
11 tleman had concluded that France was in a ſtate of internal 
Fl diſtreſs, bordering on immediate ruin, becauſe Tallien had 
wt © declarcd in the National Convention, that they ought —_— | 
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duce their.expenditure. What would the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman ſay if it was concluded in the National Convention of 
France, that a famine was apprehended to be UE ee . 
in England, from an account of the proceedings of the Lord 
25 Mayor of London on the price of bread ; and that the navy 
-- of England could not be manned without very extraordinary 
meaſures? and indeed the plan which the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man had propoſed for that purpoſe, reſembled that of putting 
| a certain number of men in requifitiin What, he Ty ' 
aſk, would the Right Hon. Gentleman ſay, if it was con- 
cluded in France, from theſe proceedings of ours, that we 
 . were on the verge of ruin? Moſt unqueſtionably he would 
treat ſuch concluſions with contempt. His own concluſions |. 
on the ſtate of France, from the evidence he had given, were 
in the ſame condition. How then could we expect ſucceſs 
in contending with the French, from the idea of their reſources 
being _ exhauſted ? Had we any hope of ſucceeding by 
force? or had we any hope that by employing force againſt 
them, that would cauſe diviſions among themſelves? What had 
deen the conſequence of the ſucceſs of the combined armies ? 
While Dumourier was ſucceſsful, Paris was in confuſion, and 
became ſubject to the dominion of the Briſſotine faction. When 
the combined army was ſucceſsful, the Briſſotine faction was 
deſtroyed, and ſucceeded by the tyranny of Robeſpierre. In 
ſhort, if we reviewed the whole war from its commencement 
to the preſent time, we ſhould find that the only effect of the 
ſucceſs of the allies was to unite the French to their Execu- 
tive Government, - They divided amongſt themſelves only 
when their own armies were ſucceſsful. What, therefore, 
became of our hopes of dividing the French againſt each- 
other, when our defeats contributed more to that than our- 
victories? But it was ſaid, we ſhould not think of treating 
with France for .peace, becauſe we could have no ſecurity. 
He berdly knew how to argue that point. Security for peace 
he was afratd we could not have from any power in Europe. 
The ſecurity of peace was founded chiefly on the intereſt of 
the parties. Could we have had better ſecurity for peace 
from Louis XIV. who, although a Monarch, was not leſs. 
the enemy of this country than the preſent republic of France? 
What ſecurity could we have had for peace from Louis XVI. 
were he living, or even from Louis XVII. were he now 
upon the throne? None but ſuch as was founded upon 
their intereſt, and that intereſt was judged of by themſelves - 
under the advice of their councils. Not fo exactly the caſe. 
with regard to the French republic, for they were bound to 
give way to popular opinion; and if honourable terms Dn 
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offered to them, the popular opinion would naturally be in 
favour of ſuch terms. If, therefore, the queſtion of ſecurity | 
muſt be confidered, we had a better proſpect of it from a 
republic, than-we could poſſibly expect from a deſpotic Mo- 
narch. Poſſibly he might be told there was an "inſtance of 
the uncertainty of the ſecurity he had been mentioning in 
the caſe of America and France. He admitted that M. 
| Genet had conducted himſelf improperly i in America; but he 
exceeded his inſtructions, and was recalled. That virtuous 
and- preat man, General Waſhington, had, by his wiſdom, 
preſerved the peace of his country. He made complaints, and 
was attended to in the manner which ſuch a character deſerved. 
As to miniſters exceeding their inftructions, that was not new; 
there were ſeveral inſtances of it in other countries. 
ith regard to what the miniſter had ſaid on the danger 
of introducing French principles into this country, he would 
aſk him if he really thought, that to burden the people was 
the way to make them more contented with their ſtation, 
and confequently to make it leſs likely that any dangerous 
principles might | be cheriſhed ? Or did he really think, that 
while the peop ze of this country were permitted to continue 
in a ſtate of proſperity, they would be ready to plunge 
themſelves into confuſion, rather than continue in their happy 
ſtate? Upon theſe conſiderations he thought himſelf entitled 
to call upon that Houſe to remove every thing that appeared 
to be a bar againſt the poſſibility of opening a negotiation for 
ace. This bar exiſted in the different declarations to which 
had already alluded. The miniſter might 5 7 
Re 4 dilgobkion did the French ſhew for peace with us? a 
would arffwer, that the French had declared they wouid 8 
peace with ſome powers, in order to carry on the war more 
vigorouſly. againſt-&hers.—From which the Right Hon, Gen- 
tleman had, endeavoured to conclude that they had no diſpo- 
ſition of pegre towards us. From theſe premiſes, Mr, Grey 
faid, he drew a-cqntrary concluſion; in his opinion, the ſair 
conftru&ion to be put upon that declaration was, that the 
French withed for peace generally, and that they would make 


peace with all who are willing to make peace” with them. 


The intemperate expreſſions which ſome of the members of 
the National Convention had made uſe of when. Teng. 
againſt this country, had been, he feared, too much occafion 
by very indiſcreet expreſſions made in that Houſe. Had it 
not often-been ſaid, that there muſt be a determination in 
this country to carry on againſt the French a war ad interne- 
cionem? What were they to think of ſuch determination? 
It wy, ele not at all wonderful that many of the 
| members 


country for ſupporting a war upon ſuch a principle. 
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members of the National Convention ſhould be much irritated, 
and ſhould have made uſe of very exceptionable language, 
as well as ſome members in that Houſe. What really was 
the diſpoſition of the French with regard to peace, muſt be 
matter of opinion and eonjecture; but were he to be aſked 
his, the anſwer would be, that he believed the French would 
not at this, moment be averſe to negotiation. Perhaps he was 
deceived in this; but he could not be convinced of that until 

it had been tried. But how tried? Surely not by any humi- 
lation, but by a fair, juſt, and honourable offer to negotiate 
upon honourable terms. If this were tried unſucceſsfully, 
nothing further could be ſaid upon the ſubject, we mult pro- 
ceed in the war with the utmoſt vigour. All he wiſhed in 


what he ſhould ſubmit to the Houſe was, to remove thoſe in- 


judicious declarations which taught all who knew of them to 
believe that it was the intention of the miniſter to carry on 
the war for the purpoſe of deſtroying the government of 
France. He wiſhed to pave the way for a negotiation, by 


acknowledging the executive power of France; and ſurely it 


was no great conceſſion to acknowledge the exiſtence of a 
power' which made all Europe tremble. There was nothing 
degrading to us in making that acknowledgment. They 
had not denied our competence to treat with them, and he 
ſaw no danger in acknowledging their competence to treat 


with us. But the Right Hon. Gentleman would aſk, upon 
what terms would we make peace? This would be an unfair 


queſtion, He had avoided mentioning any thing about terms 
that he left to the Executive Government, a power which was 
juſtly poſſeſſed of the means of Judging beſt upon that ſubject. 
He knew that had he mentioned any thing of terms, he ſhould 
be aſked by that Right Hon. Gentleman, if he would wiſh to 
{tate to his enemies, the terms on which we would accept 
peace, before we knew any thing of their diſpoſition ? and 
whether he would wiſh to encourage the enemy to advance in 
its demand of terms, by our readineſs to propoſe them? He 
therefore avoided every thing upon that point. Indeed he 
knew that the very nature of the circumſtances of war, might, 
within an hour, alter the complexion of that caſe. All that 
he aſked of the Houſe now was, that they would conſider 
{crioufly and confcientiouſly, whether they were prepared to 


countenance the miniſter in his perſeverance in a war, carried 


on for the avowed purpoſe of changing the government of 


France? It was not neceflary for him to ſay, to reſtore the 
old government of France. But let the Houſe confider, 


whether they could anſwer to their conſciences and to their 


He 
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_ . He had ſaid, he believed that the people of this country 
were almoſt unanimous in their defire for a negotiation 3; he 
would repeat that opinion, and add, that he believed that the 
people of this country were almoſt unanimous in a wiſh that 
an honourable peace ſhould be concluded between this country 
and France. The Right Hon. Gentleman exprefled himſelf 
as if he ſtill thought that the people of this country are eager 
to carry on the war; and that too upon his principle. But 
4 Right Hon. Friend of his (Mr. Windham) had recently la- 
mented, that the people never had been ſufficiently eager for this 
war. Upon that fubject he could only ſay, that in all popular 
meetings where petitions had been diſcuſſed, and there were 
already a conſiderable number, the reſolution for peace had 
been carried in them all by a great and decided majority. 
Something like counter-petitions had been attempted; but 
they had been every one of them obtained on the principle 
of aſking for peace in a way more likely to be ſucceſsſul than 
the others. If this was not ſo, let the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man ſhew him one petition that did not expreſsly aſk for 
peace. Having diſclaimed all ideas of diſcouraging the peo- 
ple of this country by bringing this ſubje& forward again, 
and forcibly infiſted on the neceſſity of the Houſe coming to 
an explicit declaration, whether or not this war is to be con- 
tinued for the purpoſe of deſtroying the government of France, 
and infiſted on the neceſſity of the Public being properly 
iaformed on that point, Mr. Grey moved the following 
reſolution : | | „ . 
© Reſolved, | | . | | 
That this Houſe, conſidering that in the ſupport which it has given to 
his Majeſty in the proſecution of the preſent war, it has at no time had any 
other object, but to reftore to theſe kingdoms the bleſſings of an equitable 
peace: That with a view to accompliſh this humane and defirable end, 
every formal difficulty which may ſtand in the way of a pacific negotiation | 
with the powers with which-we are at war, ought, in the firſt inſtance, to 
be removed; and that without fome acknowledgment of the exiſtence of 
5 a competent power in France, with which his Majeſty may negotiate, and 
conclude a treaty of peace on juſt and reaſonable terms for hoth parties, 
there can be no termination of the preſent war, but in the deſtruction of 
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60 Conſidering further, that the exiſtence of ſuch a competent power in 
France has been directly acknowledged by ſeveral of the powers of Europe, 
as well as by the United States of America, with all of whom, during the 
preſent war, France has maintained the accuftemed relation of peace and 


And conſidering alſo. the exiſtence of ſuch a competent power in 
France has been, in various inſtances, virtually admitted, even by the 
N ar Ws | belligerent 


. 


3 


. 


ing forward this ſubject, becauſe having openly and candid 
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belligerent powers themſelves, ſome of whom have entered into public re- 
ſolutions to make overtures for peace is of opinion that the government 
now exiſting in France is competent to entertain and conclude a negotiation 
tor peace with Great Britain.” > | T1 | 

Mr. Dundas faid, he muſt repeat upon this occaſion what 


| he had faid upon a former one, viz. _ OC. general de- 
| 


clarations of this kind, pending the war, was highly impolitic, 
and could not be attended with any beneficial confequences. 


Whenever the adminiſtration of a country had acted in ſuch 


a manner as to forfeit all claims to confidence, they ought to 
be diſmiſſed ; but it was wrong in this manner to attempt to 
guide them, becaufe it deprived them of all freedom of action, 
or at leaſt would embarraſs them eſſentially in their proceed- 
ings. The amendment, which, upon a former occaſion, had 
been propofed by his Right Hon. Friend, and acceded to by 
the Houſe, did not come within that obſervation, it was called 
for by peculiar circumſtances. The declarations which, at 
different periods. of the war, had been made by Government, 
had been moſt completely miſrepreſented ; and a motive at- 
tributed to miniſters for perſevering in the war, which had no 
foundation whatever. It therefore became proper for- his 
Majefty's minifters and for the Houſe, to prevent the effects 
of this mifrepreſentation ; and by ftating candidly, as they had 
done, that they would make peace with any form of ee 
ment upon which they could juſtly place reliance. ex- 
cepting that deſire which it expreſſed, to have ſecurity and 
reliance upon the party to be treated with, there was nothing 
in that declaration that was againſt our treating with any 
particular form of government; neither did it expreſs a wiſh 
to dictate any government to that country, or make any par- 
ticular objection even to the preſent ruling party, further 
than a with, under all the circumſtances, that it was a go- 
vernment in a ſituation which could be depended upon to 
maintain any treaty of peace and amity that could be con- 
cluded between this country and that. $ID EY! 

His Majeſty's miniſters having done what was neceſſary to 
prevent miſrepreſentation, the queſtion was, whether any 
further declaration was neceffary ? He thought not. He, 
however, did not complain of the Hon. Gentleman for eng 
declared that he had no confidence in miniſters, it was mans: 4 
he ſhould take ſuch a meaſure, and endeavour to diſplace 
thoſe miniſters—But it was not to thoſe who. diſapproved of 
every part of the conduct of Adminiſtration that he was then 
ſpeaking; it was to thoſe, who in general entertained a fa- 
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in them, that he wiſhed particularly to addreſs himſelf. 


which followed ? 15 
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vourable opinion, and placed a certain degree of confidence 


If there had been nothing in the conduct of his Majeſt s 


miniſters to render them unworthy of that confidence, he 


| hoped the Houſe would not think it neceſſary to fetter them 


in the way propoſed by this motion. Having ſaid thus much, 


the Houſe would eaſily anticipate his intention with reſpect 


to the reſolution now propoſed z it was to take 2 
which the forms of the Houſe afforded to get rid of it alto- 


gether, and ſo avoid making any further declaration upon 
the ſubject. 


The Hon. Gentleman, in enforcing his propoſition, had 
alluded to ſeveral ſtate papers, particularly to thoſe publiſhed 
at Toulon. He could not in this part of the ſubje& help 


complaining a little that in arraigning the conduct of Govern- 


ment, the Hon. Gentleman had had recourſe to papers, which, 


in point of fact, were not the papers of Government; for 
- inſtance, much had been ſaid about the agreement made by 


Lord Hood with reſpect to the reſtoration of the ſhips, &c. 


at Toulon, the memorial of Lord Auckland, in October 1793, 
Kc. But did the Hon. Gentleman ſuppoſe that the firſt of 


theſe papers had been penned by miniſters at home, and that 
Lord Hood took it out with him, anticipating every event 


n point of fact, that agreement was made by Lord Hood 


upon the emergence of the moment; he had acted in that 
Inſtance, as in every other, with a degree of alertneſs, vigour, 


and judgment, that did him the higheſt honour. The Hon. 


Gentleman, in the warmth of his argument, not only made 


no diſtinction between the documents which really came 
from his Majeſty's miniſters, and thoſe which were publiſhed 


without any immediate communication with them, but he 
had actually confounded the general declaration made by the 


commiſſioners at Toulon, with the ſtipulations made by Lord 


Hood when he took poſſeſſion of that place. The Hon. 


Gentleman next had recourſe to expreſſions which had been 


uſed in the ſpeeches of miniſters, and drew an inference from 


them, that it was the with of the Executive Government to 


reſtore a monarchy in France, —Admitting the inference to be 
true, did it go the length to which it had been puſhed by the 
Hon. Gentleman ? Did it follow, that becauſe the miniſters 
might wiſh to ſee a government eſtabliſhed in France, of 
which monarchy was the baſis, that they would never make 
Jeace until ſuch a government was eſtabliſhed ? As far as 

his individual opinion went, he did not heſitate to ſay, _ 
3 e | | 7 | VT 
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he ſhould be happy to ſee a monarchy eſtabliſhed in France, 
as the moſt ſecure baſis for any peace we might conclude ; 
but did it thence follow that he would never conſent to a 
peace with any other form of government? How would the 
Hon. Gentleman feel to have the ſame mode of reaſoning 
retorted upon him? © Suppoſe it was his fortune to be one of 
the confidential ſervants of his Majeſty, it might be preſumed 
from ſome of his expreſſions that he favoured a republic in 
France; yet would he not think it unfair if from thefe expreſ- 
fans it was inferred that he would never conſent to a peace 
with any government except a republic? It was not ſo muck 
a government of any peculiar denomination that miniſters - 
wiſhed to ſee eſtabliſhed in France, as one capable of bearing 
the accuſtomed relations of union and amity. They were of 
opinion that a monarchical form was the moſt likely to en- 
ſure permanence, but they never had the idea of making it 
the fine gud non of negotiation. 'The declaration commonly 
known by the name of the declaration of OXober 1793, 
had been cited as containing expreſſions ſtrongly proving 


the intentions of miniſters to reſtore” the old deſpotiſm of 


France. Ton | 2 | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he would venture without 
heſitation to aſſert, that there was not one word in the whole 
of that paper that would bear ſuch a meaning; unleſs, in- 
deed, that part of it which expreſſes a wiſh for the reſtora- 
tion of a government in France founded on religion and mo- 
rality, was underſtood to allude to deſpotic government. 
The Hon. Gentleman made further obſervations upon 'the 
declaration. made by Lord Auckland in his memorial. In 
the firſt place, he wiſhed to obſerve with reſpect to that pa- 
per, that it was not the production of his Majeſty's miniſters _ 
at home. It was true that Lord Auckland had fpoken of the 
regicides with a degree of honeſt indignation ; but was there 
any expreſſion in the whole of it which conveyed the idea 
that he would never make a peace, unleſs monarchy were 
reſtored in France? The Hon. Gentleman had, in the courſe 
of his argument, uſed the expreſſion, “ the preſent govern- 
ment of France,” but he had not explained exactly what he 
meant by that expreſfion; did he mean by it the form of 
government exiſting now. in France ? or did he mean the 
perſons conſtituting the government? It was neceflary to 
have ſome accurate definition of the meaning of thoſe words, 
and he hoped, before the debate cloſed, the Hon. Gentleman 


would ſtate his ideas diſtinctly upon that ſubject. 1 


He knew perfectly well that it was the opinion of Gen- 
tlemen on the other ſide of the Houſc, that at every period 
2 e of 
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of the French revolution, from the commencement of it to 
the preſent moment, we might with propriety have treated 
with it, But if thoſe Gentlemen were acting in the capacity 
of his Majeſty's miniſters, they would find themfelves rather in 
an unpleaſant predicament, if they were totally precluded from 
any conſiderations upon the nature of the French Government 
in the making of a peace. The motion in point of fact 
_ amounted to a full acknowledgment of the * 2s Govern- 
ment of France—an acknowledgment which was by no means 
_ neceſſary at the preſent moment. It was not, however, at all 
neceflary for his argument, that he ſhould maintain the con- 
verſe of the propoſition, and contend that it was impoſlible to 
treat even with the preſefit Government of that country. 
If, upon a general view of the ſubjeA, the Houſe were of 
opinion upon other grounds that a peace ought not to be made 
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| at this moment, where was the occaſion. of coming to this 
45 preliminary concluſion? If, at this very moment, there was a 
| bi King upon the throne of France, he ſhould think the Houſe 


acted unwiſely in making any general declaration, or indeed 
any other declaration than one to carry on the war with energy 
and vigour. He begged to aſk the Houſe what effect ſuch a 
declaration as this muſt naturally have upon the people of 
France? It muſt induce them to think that our reſources were 
exhauſled, that we are unable to continue the war, and of 
courſe would tend to inſpire them with freſh courage to Per- 
ſevere in it. 

Would Gentlemen undertake to aſſert that there was leſs 
arrogance, leſs inſolence, in the preſent Government of 
France than there had been in thoſe which have been re- 
cently deſtroyed? To agree to the motion therefore, would be 
only to gratify that inſolence, with an opportunity of diſplay- 
ing itſelf at the expence of the honour of Great Britain. It 
had been faid, that there was no intention by the 
preſent motion to preſcribe the terms of the peace which 
miniſters were to conclude; but was this not preſcrib- 

1 ing to them, and in a moſt eſſential point? So fully perſuaded | 

1 3 was he of this, that if Gentlemen would ſeriouſly conſider this 

3480 motion, and all its probable conſequences, they would, he made 
no doubt, be convinced, that it muſt operate in the ſtrongeſt | 
manner as a clog upon the operations of Government. 

But, even if there was any propriety in ſuch a motion as 
this, generally ſpeaking—yet the itate of affairs was at pre- 
tent ſuch as to render it abſolutely inconſiſtent with every idea 

of policy to aſſent to it. When the enemy had by their unpre- 
cedented exertions over-run all Brabant and Holland, | 
and when, beſides their WORE force at land, Ts . 
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had a fleet much more formidable than it ought to be, and 
than he hoped it ſoon would be, was that the time to flatter 


their pride by uſeleſs conoeſſions, or ſhould we not rather rouſe 


from our lethargy, call forth the innate. ſpirit of Engliſhmen, 
and perſevere, with firmneſs and vigour, until we could obtain 
a peace conſiſtent with the intereſt and honour of this country, 
and with the general ſafety of Europe? He withed to aſk 
thoſe Gentlemen who were ſo anxious for the obtaining of a 
peace, whether they had ever given themſelves the trouble of 
conſidering what terms we might probably expect if we at- 


tempted to conclude a peace under the preſent circumſtances. 


Did they ſuppoſe that the French would make a peace upon the 


condition of uri pojedetis at the preſent juncture, or would they 


not naturally make the reſtoration of their Weſt India iſlands 
a mien article ? Were thoſe the terms upon which we 
ought to make peace? Was that the price Gentlemen were 
willing to pay for an inſecure peace? But he felt that he was 
getting into a ſubject which it was improper for him to enlarge 
upon. It was ſuthcient for him to have pointed out the idea 
to the conſideration of Gentlemen; their good ſenſe would 
ſuggeſt to them much more upon this part of the argument 
than he could, with propriety, ſtate. W Hed 
The Hon. Gentleman, however, had ſtated it as his opinion, 
that if this reſolution were agreed to, and offers made in con- 
ſequence of it to negotiate with France, and that our proffered 
peace ſhould be rejected, then the people would be united, 
and they would carry on the war with ſpirit, and probably 
with ſucceſs. This was the opinion of that Hon. Gentleman. 


His opinion was directly the reverſe; he thought that it would 


tend to fink the ſpirits, and leſſen the energy of the country; 
it was much eaſier to keep up the ſpirit of the people through- 


out the war, than to raiſe it after it had been ſuffered to flag by 


fruitleſs negotiation. If then not only the proſpect of obtain- 
ing a peace at all was bad, but there were no hopes of obtain- 
ing either an honourable or a ſecure. peace, would it not be 
much better to perfiſt in the war; to take the chance of the 
effect of our own exertions, and of the probable conſequences 
of the co-operation of our allies, than tamely to ſubmit to ſuch 
a degrading fituation ? Our own retources were in a moſt re- 
ſpcckable and even flouriſhing ſtate, Our navy was powerſul 
almoſt beyond precedent z added to this force there was that 
which we might now expect from the Emperor in conſequence 


of the ſteps we have taken to aililt and enable him to make 


the wiſhed-for exertions. | | 
With theſe preparations for war, we might rationally expect 

luch a change in the ſtate of affairs as to afford us a preſpett of 

13 N | | | peace 
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peace without the © forfeiture of our honour or our intereſt. 
Upon theſe grounds, therefore, was his opinion founded, that 
this declaration would be attended with no good effect; and 
he truſted they had made an equal impreſfion upon the Houſe. 
He would conclude what he had to ſay by repeating an ob- 
ſervation he had made in the beginning of his ſpeech. If the 
miniſters had acted without a proper regard to the intereſts'of 
the country; if they had ſhewn themſelves either ignorant or 
negligent of their duty; if, in ſhort, they had acted ſo as to 
render themſelves unworthy of public confidence; difmiſs them, 
and put others in their room upon whom more reliance may 
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be placed: But if, on the other hand, theſe miniſters ſtill re- 

| tain the confidence of the People, let them act upon their own 

q _ diferetion, and with all the reſponfibility annexed to their 
10 ß tuation. It was wrong for the Houſe of Commons to inter- 
1 mix its reſponfibility with that of miniſters; it was an unna- 
It _ tural union, and never ſucceeded. Either give miniſters power, 

ö My and annex reſponfibility to it, or take both from them at once. 


Mr. Dundas concluded with moving the previous queſtion. 
Sir Edward Knatchbull ſeconded the motion for the previous 
1 008 queſtion, He remarked, that the Hon. Gentleman oppoſite, 
= had ſtated, that the majority of the people was unanimous for 
peace; but he begged leave to remind the Hon. Gentleman, 
that nine-tenths of that majority, however defirous of peace, 
were deſirous alſo not to obtain it, unleſs it could be ſecured 
to them upon a ſure and permanent baſis, which could only be 
expected through the means of a vigorous proſecution of the 
war. He compared the renewal of the motion to the repetition 
of ſimilar motions during the adminiſtration of the late Lord 
Guildford, and was apprehenſive that they only ſerved prema- 
turely to haſten the object, while they deprive it of all the ad- 
vantages which ought to attend it. „„ 
| Lord Ho, having been particularly alluded to by the Hon, 
Gentleman who brought forward the firſt motion, begged leave 
to ay a few words by way of explanation, When he arrived 
in the Mediterranean, the commiſſioners of Toulon and Mar- 
ſeilles came to him, expreſling their abhorrence of the revolu- 
tionary proceedings, and propoſing to ſupport a monarchical 
government, if he would take them under his proteqion ; 
_affuring him at the ſame time, that the inhabitants of thoſe 
places were of the ſame diſpoſition, and had deputed them to 
communicate their wiſhes. Believing, that by complying with 
their ſolicitations, he ſhould diſcharge the duty of a faithful 
ſervant to his King and country, he voluntarily undertook the 
charge, and acted, not according to any regular inſtruQtions, 
but according to his own idgas, his reaſon, and his conſcience. 
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= 1: did not appear poſlible for him to do otherwiſe, and if any 
blame attached, he confeſſed that he alone was culpable, 


although he had done no more than what ſeemed right under 


W the circumſtances of the occaſion. 


Mr. Whitbread, jun. roſe to ſupport the motion of his Hon. 
Friend, and offer a few obſervations on the ſubject. He con- 
feſſed he ſelt peculiar ſenſations, arifing from the awfulneſs of 
the criſis z he therefore humbly requeſted the patience and in- 
dulgence of the Houſe. By the language and conduct of 
miniſters, he feared this once happy and glorious country was” 
approaching faſt to her deciſive ſtruggle. If the hour of diſ- 
ſolution was at hand, we were not Hong as a united people, 


and he ſuſpected the nation was ſuffering .a ſevere and heavy 
chaſtiſement for all her errors. The charter of their liberties 


is taken away, and if the people deſerved the loſs of it, that 
is a proof they were not united; if they did not deſerve it, the 
proof remains; or one party could not, dared not ſo enormouſly 
injure the other. Little diſtinction appeared to exiſt between 


the calumniated and calumniators, and perhaps the latter 
were the moſt to blame. | 


Applying to the queſtion, Mr. Whitbread diſapproved of the 
indirect manner which miniſters adopted to ſhuffle off a de- 
eiſion. They had not given a decided negative to his Hon. 
Friend's motion, they dared not do it; but they had told his 
Hon. Friend what motion he ought to have brought forward z 
they pretended to confider his motion as unwiſe, impolitic, 
and tending to cripple the meaſures of Government, and 
therefore adviſed him, if he diſapproved of their conduct, to 
preſent an addreſs to his Majeſty to adviſe him to remove his 
miniſters. - He was not ſurpriſed at this: Miniſters were well 
aſſured of their own ſtrength in that Houſe before they recom- 
mended ſuch a motion; if ſuch a motion were made, it would 


immediately be negatived, or if it were not, and a reſolution 


were paſt, as it once was, they would adviſe his Majeſty, as 
before, not to attend to the repreſentations of that Houſe. 
Appealing to the Right Hon. Gentleman, and the worthy 
Baronet, Sir William Yonge, who ſeconded the amendment 
on a former evening, for the truth of his aſſertions, he recapi- 


| tulated their expreſſions of a deſire to bring the opinion of the 


Houſe of Commons decidedly upon the queſtion: It was 


therefore neceſſary that by a reſolution of the Houſe of Com- 


mons upon the ſubject, the people here, as well as in France 
ſnould know for what they are fighiting. | | 
Was the war, he aſked, with a common European power, or 
was there ever a barrier raiſed before againſt negotiation upon 
fuch a war? A reſponſibility, he maintained, was attached to 
VoL AE ---- K the 
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the miniſters ſor their obſtinacy and temerity, if any very fatal 
conſequences enſue. He bade the Houſe remember what 
punctilio had occaſioned during the American war: At the 
time when Lord Howe was ſent oyer to that Continent, there 
Was a long dypute whether Mr. Waſhington ſhould be addreſſ- 
ed as Mr. Wafhington, or General Waſhington; it was then 
argued that the latter title would be a virtual recognition of 
the independence of America. Let thoſe who were ſo ſcrupu- 
lous at that time, remember it with ſhame, when a recogni- 
tion of America did afterwards actually take place. Let a 
great law character recollect his abuſe of a great and reſpect- 
able perſon, with regret and with contrition. | 
The preſent was not a party queſtion, he obſerved, betwee 
one ſet of miniſters that wiſh to remain in, and another ſet of 
men that are out, about places and about penſions; but a 
ueſtion in which the intereſts of the nation are moſt materi- 
y. concerned. For himſelf, he could moſt conſcientiouſly 
aflert, that be had no intereſted object in the part he took on 
the ſubject; and he would pledge himſelf alſo for the virtue 
and integrity of his Hon. Friend. They were in ſearch of the 
good-and ſalvation of their country, and when diſafters and 
misfortunes come thick upon it, Gentlemen on the oppoſite 
fide ought not to think of clinging to their places; but give 
way to others more capable of ſtecring the veſſel of the ſtate 
fafe into port. 5 5 „ ETTL IT, S008 
He noticed what had fallen from Lord Hood, and declared 
that he ſhould not diſparage the Noble Lord, but give him due 
eredit for his individual exertions. If he did not receive 
oficial inſtruCtions, he ſuppoſed the Noble Lord was appriſed 
how to act in ſuch circumſtances by ſome previous communi- 
eation. ¶ No, ud ne converſation, nor any hints whatever, faid 


_ 


Lord Hood.] Indeed! It was certainly extraordinary there 
ſhould have been no communication. The declaration of the 
commithoners, it ſeems, related chiefly to a ſolicitation. of the 
Noble Lord's protection; but if they did not declare explicitly 
for a monarchical government, it was very kind in the Noble 
Lord to countenance the good diſpoſition of the Fouloneſe. 
If the Noble Lord, however, had remained there, as he had 
pledged himſelf to a monarchical government, there would then 
have, been two governments in one country. . 

An Hon. Gentleman upon the other ſide of the Houſe once 
ſaid, but he ſuppoſed he had in ſome degree altered his 
opinion, as he had ſince ſoftened his expreſſion, that none 
other than a monarchical government in France could exiſt. 
The time is next made a matter of argument, and it is con- 
tended that ſuch a motion will ſerve rather to cripple than in- 

| | | vigorate 
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 vigorate the profecution of the war. Mr. Whitbread main- 
rained the contrary,and argued to ſhew, that it would not only 


invigorate the war, but better the concluſion. . He faid, he 
_ difapptoved of the half decfarations which were made on dif- 


ferent days in order to ſhift the ground and avoid a direct de- 
ciſion, and was ſurpriſed they would not come to ſuch a de- 


ciſion. When the French were intoxicated with ſucceſs, it was 
tverred, we could not hope for peace; yet the Germanic 


Empire had thought it the beft time, as he concluded from 
the memorial of the diet at Ratiſbon ;—what then remained 
for the people of England but to do the ſame ? | 


-” 


He wiſhed the Houfe'to conceive that a negotiation with 
France might be entered into, and that minifters ſhould be 


made ſenfible that it was poſſible immediately to do it with 
any power and with any people. They pretended that they 
could not determine with whom to riegotiate. With whom 
would they treat, but withthe Convention, which is evidently 
ſtable, notwithſtanding the changes of adminiſtration, and 
employs the Executive Councils however varioufly compoſed ? 


to that Convention we muſt ultimately addreſs ourſelves. But 


the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite ſaid, if we treat with one 
ſet of officers that are not ſtable, our treaties may be infringed. 
and broken by another, and the peace of one day be violated 
the next. Have they been lefs ſecure and ſolid in the treaties 
that they have formed than other nations? Gertainly not ! 
Are their diplomatic operations more crippled than other 
nations? Certainly not: From the letter of credentials from 
General Waſhingtor' to the Convention, relative to the change 


of the miniſter in America, it was evident they were both 
ready and willing to conſult the favour and the friendſhip of 


their allies. Another reſident was ſent under the adminiſ- 
tration of Robeſpierre, and although Robeſpierre is ſince 
dead, his credentials are neither weakened nor deſtroyed. 
[Mr. Whitbread read an extract from General Waſhington's 
adreſs to the Convention, which concludes with a prayer, that 
God wwill bleſs the Convention, and profper it in his holy keeping ; — 
which excited a laugh.) Gentlemen might ſneer, he faid, fat 


this expreſſion; but he would bid them remember, rhat to 


compare the great and exalted man, who wrote that addreſs, 
with our modern ſtateſmen, would be like a compariſon be- 
tween the ſun in its meridian ſplendour, and that erring 
vapour of the night, which mifſeads and betrayg its followers 8 
drawing them blundering on through marſh and quagmire, till 
ſome unfortunate diſaſter overtakes them. „„ 
That worthy General had ſeen, lamented, and regretted the 
atrocities of Frenchmen' fin 3 the revolution, as well as * ry 
| 8 . 2 uc 
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but he attributed them to the true cauſe, to the mercileſs 
tyranny which had preceded. i 5 1 5 
The Hon. Gentleman had not entered into the ſame dull 
repetition of the ſtate of the French finances, in compliment 
to that paragraph of the King's Speech (which, if conſidered 

as the ſpeech of his Majeſty's miniſters, was an inſult to the 
country), which referred to the rapid decline of the reſources 
of France. Yet as they were but lately commented on by his 
Right Hon. Friend, he would aſk whence they collected that 
information? Was it from the amazing armies the French 
have raiſed, and with which they have over-run, Spain, Italy, 
and Holland? Was it from their navies, which with great and 
difficult exertion we are ſcarcely able to equal? Was it from 
the great works they are carrying on in the interior of their 
country? Ever ſince the commencement of the preſent ſeſſion 
of Parliament, they had been repeatedly told that thefe reſources 
are more and more declining, though Holland has fallen into 
their poſſeſſion, and though the Bank of Amſterdam, which 
was ſaid to be identified with the Bank of England, as well as 
the Dutch navy, is at their command. Let miniſters, before 
they make ſuch declarations, look to the authority of perſons 
us capable of judging as themſelves. The King of Pruſſia, in 
his public edifts, ſpeaks of the inexhauſtible reſources of that, 
delirious nation; and the Prince of Cobourg mentions the 
inexhauſtible ſupplies of men of that infatuated country. Nay, 
the Right Hon. Gentleman himſelf has experienced that their 
reſources are not ſo deſpicable ; as we have paid the King of 
Pruſſia a large ſum of money to act againſt them, and he is 
not able; and we have now been obliged to pay a large ſum to 
Auſtria alfo, to furniſh means for her defence, or it is alleged, 
if we did not, we ſhould no longer ſpeak of her as our ally. 
He would aſk, was the poficthon of Brabant, Flanders, Hol- 
land, and Spain nothing? It was impoſſible, while France 
had theſe, that her reſources ſhould be exhauſted 3 and yet it 
was pretended that theſe additions of territory produce a dimi- 
nution inſtead of a ſupply. As to the inhabitants of the Low 
Countries, who are faid to be repugnant to their conquerors, 
the fact is the reverſe ; they do not conſider France by any 
means ſuch crucl maſters as their late ſovereign and his officers 
of government; and this ſhould ſerve as a leſſon to all nations. 
Tf fovereigns and their miniſters ſerve their country, the grate- 
ſul people will not refuſe their money, nor even ſcorn to ſhed. 
their blood in their defence, VVV 
Incalculable were the reſources of France from the increaſed 
moderation of its government. The ſcheme of ſtarvation had 
wholly failed; and from our inhuman and abominable conduct 
7 e TO on towards 
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towards the emigrants, and the juſt and merciful decree of 
the French in their favour, Mr. Whitbread ſaid, we had in- 
cereaſed their reſources, while we deprived ourſelves of that 
force we might have otherwiſe had to oppoſe them. The Right 
| Hon. Gentleman. ſaid, that the regicides were looked upon 
with ſo much horror, and for that reaſon we ſhould not treat” 
with them. 3 | 5 
We might abhor atrocities, but we could not draw the ſword 
againſt them, If however we complained of atrocities as a 
barrier againſt negotiation, let us look to our allies, where the 
catalogue was longer and the crimes blacker than any we could 
mention in the French Republic. When we deplore the fate 
of the French monarch, let us think of Ruſſia, and remember 
the conduct and character of the Empreſs. When we ſpeak ' 
ol deliberate cruelty, let us not forget the deliberate cruelties 
exerciſed on M. La Fayette, ſo feelingly and properly ' men- 
tioned in the preceding evening (by. Mr. Fox). If maſſacres 
are inveighed againſt, ſhall the maſſacres at Warſaw and at 
Iſmael be excepted? and to ſum up all in one diabolical act, 
let them not ſilently paſs by the diſmemberment of Poland. 
Has not the Emperor an army there to ſcramble for what they 
can get? and when we read the congratulations which have 
paſſed, do we. not find the Emperor deſtitute of honour, hu- 
manity, and modeſty ? Thoſe horrible congratulations which 
have paſſed between the deſpots, reſembie nothing but the 
infernal trio when Sin and Death are congratulated by the 
Arch Fiend of old, after his dreadful ſucceſs over our ſirſt 
parents, when he bade them purſue the track he had explored, 
and exerciſe dominion— | : — 


„ If your joint pow'r prevail, th' affairs of hell 
| No detriment need fear.“ "> | ON 
Much of our preſent diſtreſs he attributed to the eonſede- 
ration againſt Poland, which uſed to ſend us large ſupplies of 
corn; but now her plains are laid waſte and deſolate, and the 

heartleſs and diſcouraged Polander forſakes his fields and home, 
to ſave his country, or fall in the dread ſhock of war. Every 

hungry manufacturer, every ſtarving beggar, every induſtrious - 
but now miſerably idle peaſant, therefore has reaſon to curſe, 
in the miſery of his heart, that inſatiate ambition of the deſ- 
potic furies which ravage Poland and triumph in the ſlaughter. * 
Yet do we preſumptuouſly affirm, that we have engaged in 
this war as the war of religion and humanity! Were theſe 

the principles, were theſe the actions of humanyty ? 


8 ; 0 


„ © wooprait's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Contwbs 
When we ſpeak of religion, Mr. Whitbread ſaid, we ſhould 
affociate the practice of its precepts—thoſe precepts Which 
were taught and practiſed by the Founder of our faith, by that 
bleffed Saviour who was himſelf all meekneſs and humanity. 
If we acted up to his precepts, inſtead of making an alliance 
to reform France, the ſword would be ſheathed,, and we 
mould feparate, and endeavour to reform ourſelves; for he has 
told us, Let him that is guiltleſs throw the firft ſtone.” 

_ Mr. Whitbread adverted to an expreſſion which he had 

made upon a former night, when be called the Emperor and 

Ning of Pruſſia Drſpors.— Deſpots he faid they were, and: as 
he would not retract the ſynonima, fo would he not confound 
every Monarch in it. One ſplendid exception there was 
the King of Englaud: — He was not deſpotic, for he was 
undder the ſword of the law. He was not defpotic, for he and 
his family are elected. They only are Defpots, who have the 
life, liberty, and property of their ſubjects at their diſpoſal. 
Such are the Emperor and King of Pruſſia—Such too are all 
the other petty tyrants of Germany, whoſe laxuries are not 
derived from the induſtry and willing contributions of their 
ſubjects, but from the horrid ſale of their carcafes. In fine, 


\ 


= <c I hate the Deſpot, but J love the King.“ 4 

f governments wiſh to be reſpected, let them make them- 

felves reſpectable. When the preſſure of taxes is ſevere, when 
the laſt ſhilling is exhauſted, and men become indifferent to 
their exiſtence, ſhall we be able to ward off democracy? No! 

acy will then prevail with united force. Who are 

the propagators of democracy but the powers combined 
againſt France? Do not then let us wonder that the advocates 
of democracy are fo many, but let us rather admire that they 

are fo few. What ſtrange inconfiltency ! The Gentlemen on the 

oppoſite fide declare, that the French are in their hearts at- 

tached to royaliſm, and yet they dread to negotiate with them, 
laſti this country ſhould! be overwhelmed by an inundation of 
republicans. The only way to make ourſelves ſecure then, 
and the people happy, is not by ſquandering away their trea- 
ſure in profligate ſubſidies and hazardous loans; not by creating 
places and penfons, and yet refuſe a deduction from them for 
marine ſervice — bat in governing with prudence, ſympathy, 
and moderation. Whenever the people riſe to reſiſt their ru- 
lers and extricate themfelves from the trammets which enflave 
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Lt us then regard the conſtitution, and take away every in- 
ſuperable impediment to the negotiation of a peace. It is ſaid 


that at this time, a negotiation would be humiliating to Great 


Britain; but who. are they who talk ſo? Are they men who 


have held the honour of the country high ? Are they men who 
have made ſacrifices of their own? No! but on the comrary 


they have degraded it. They talk high one day, to be little 
the next. They plunged the nation into © war one day, and 

when they found it was difapproved of, and- that they were 
likely to loſe their places, they retracted all they had faid, and 


placed the honour of the country beneath Ruſſia. In Tuf- . 


cany, in Genoa, America, they have been equally notorious. 
What is open to the whole world, the world will comment 
upon. 25 | | | 

Would you negotiate at this time? Hey aſk, No? Shall we 


vote a timely reſolution? «we aſk. — Yes, becauſe it will operate 


to remove the bar to negotiation. But they imply that we are 
not yet beaten enough, for they ſay the time may come when 


cre neceſſity may compel us. The ruin of Great Britaiu then 


is to be the proud juſtification of their conduct. 


Proceeding at great length upon theſe arguments, Mr. Whit- 


bread drew a compariſon between the imaginary perſidy of 
the French republic and the real perſidy of the old government 
and other ſtates. He acknowledged that the new government had 
crimes enough; but has ſhe followed the example of Spain, who 
capitulated at Colioure that. the troops ſhould not ſerve again 


during the war, and immediately afterwards employed them ? 


This has produced the violent decree in conſequence, and thus 
the evils riſe not from the crimes of the republic, but of deZ 
ſpotiſm, and thus it is that all the crimes of the new govern- 
ment are attributable to the old. Marat, Briffot, and Robe- 

{pierre were alteducated under the old government, and the 
virtues and energy which have been otherwiſe diſplayed are the 
eſſence of the new. © If then, concluded Mr. Whitchread, 2 
corrupt influence exiſts in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and 
_ the repreſentatives are the repreſentatives of money and not o 


the people, then I ſhall not be in the leaſt ſurpriſed to find the 


motion of my Hon. Friend negatived.“ 


Mr. Vanjittari thought that the recent opinions given in that 
& of the motion, precluded it from g- 


7 Houſe upon the ſubj 


ing its concurrence, as ho ne grounds whatever had been ſtated 
as in any manner altering the cireumſtances under whieh the 
Houſe had come to its preceding conclufions. . _ | 

Mr. Eſie ſaid, that when the Hon. Gentleman made his for- 
mer motion, he declared that if he had followed his own 
feelings, he would have carried it farther. He ſuppoſed: _ 
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 —Attempts had been made to prove that the preſent war was 


the ſentiments contained in his preſent motion were thoſe to 


which he had then alluded. He conceived that the Houſe, by 


the declaration which they had adopted on the former occaſion, 
had given a ſuſſicient anſwer to any thing that could. be brought = 


forward on the ſubject. He aſked what would be the feel- 
ings of the Houſe, if they were required to treat with a 


French Monarch, or, as Gentlemen might pleaſe to term him, 
a Deſpot; ſuppoſe Louis XVII. in ſuch a ſituation as that m 
which the preſent government of France were placed, and 
with ſo great an aſcendancy in the ſcale of maritime Europe, 


as mult neceſſarily be derived from the poſſeſſion of Flanders 


and of Holland. If they would have the ſtrongeſt repugnance 
to treat with a monarchical government in uch a ſituation, 
what was there in the nature * the preſent ſyſtem that ſhould 
more readily induce them to come to terms of negotiation? 
He adverted to what had been ſaid about places and penſions; 


he declared that he himſelf had no one intereſt or object what- 


ever in the opinion which he then gave, but he conceived the 
language and the reproaches uſed on this ſubject, from both 


ſides, to be highly derogatory to the honour and character of 


the Houſe. When the words, “ fool” and “ rogue“ were 


bandied about from one fide to the other, the Public might at 
laſt be induced to conceive that there was ſomething in it. 


Mr. Baſtard ſaid, that by the vote which the Houſe had 
come to on the laſt debate, he underſtood that they had de- 
Clared their readineſs to treat whenever it could be done with 
ſecurity; that period he did not think had yet arrived, but 
whenever it did, he ſhould conſider miniſters as highly cul- 
ble, if they refuſed to negotiate on account of any particular 
form of government by 01S „„ 

M Whitbread ſaid a few words. 8 VL 
Mr. Lambton ſaid, his Hon. Friend had brought forwardhis 
motion to aſcertain preciſely whether we could negotiate with 
the preſent government of France, and if not, the miniſters 
ſhould have given their direct negative, and not have left it 


ina ſtate of ambiguity. He compared their conduct with that 


of the miniſters during the American war, when the Right 


Hon. Gentleman's father (the late Earl of Chatham), on ac- 


count of bodily infirmity, rolled up in flannel, in the Houſe of 
Peers obſerved, that ruffians were ranſacked in Germany to 
be ſent into America, who, after all, could have no more in- 
fluence than his crutch, and that however they might then 


' indulge themſelves with ſpring hopes and vernal promiſes, 


they would foon experience the equinoCtial gale of diſap- 
pointment. His prophecy was true, and it applied at preſent. 


. 
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not unpopular, he was convinced that it would turn out to be 


the moſt unpopular in which the country had ever been en- 
gaged, notwithſtanding the efforts of placemen, penſioners, 
Bank- directors, and deans and chapters, to produce a con- 


trary impreſſion. With reſpect to the influence exerted for 
this purpoſe by deans and chapters, Mr. Lambton declared he 
ſhould have ſomething to ſay on a future occaſion. As to the 
incompetency of the French government to conclude a peace 


vas not the government which ſupported fo immenſe an 
army, which conducted ſo large a body politic, and at the 
ſame time afforded encouragement to the arts and ſciences, a 
government fit to maintain the accuſtomed relations of amity 
and peace? What compenſation did the reſponſibility of mi- 
niſters afford to the country for the blood and treaſure ex- 
hauſted in the preſent conteſt ? Would the circumſtance of 
their heads being placed upon Temple Bar indemnify the 
country for the millions which they had thrown away, or 
would the ſpilling of their blood diminiſh the ſum of miſery 
which had been incurred by their miſconduct ? To this cauſe, 


the want of wiſdom in miniſters, he muſt aſcribe all the ca- 


lamities of the war—Nullum numen abſit, ſi fit prudentia. 
Much had been ſaid on the ſubject of places and penſions. 


He for one would declare, that in ſupporting the ſentiments 


which he now eſpouſed, he was influenced by no one earthly 
conſiderations and that even if his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Fox) ſhould come into office, he had no object whatever to 
gain. The Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) might ſmile at 
this declaration; he might have adopted the maxim, that every 


man had his price, and experience perhaps might have given him 
_ confidence in this maxim. He might conceive that he was 


leering at a peerage, but he would poſitively declare that till the 
Houſe of Commons was purged, he never would accept of a 


| ſeat in the other. He concluded, that one good effect of an 


attempt to negotiate with tne French, even if it ſhould prove 
unſucceſsful, would be to ſhew that they were in the wrong, 
and to unite all the hearts and hands in this country in the 
common cauſe 15 ws 

Mr. Rider defended the character of the reſpectable place- 
men with whom he had the honour to act, as well as that of 
Jeans and chapters, and Bank- directors, againſt the imputa- 
tion of intrigue and artifice to ſupport the war. He denied 
that the amendment of a former evening was ambiguous ; 
to far from it, the amendment explicitly declared, that the ex- 
iſtence of no particular form of government was confidered 
by miniſters as a bar to negotiation. The preſent declaration, 
Mr. Rider faid, was to be confidered either as an abſtract 
0 | VDF queſtion, 
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queſtion, or as to be applied to practice; if the former, it was 
unneceſſary and abſurd; if the latter, weak and pernicious. 
The difference of opinion exiſting in the country with reſpect 
to the war, had ht; ns entirely from an induſtrious and artful 
circulation of the opinion, that this was a war of aggreſſion 
on the part of this country; he, however, was fully of opinion, 
that it had been proved to the conviction of every reaſon-. 
able man, that it was not a war of aggreſſion on our part, but 
a molt unprovoked war oi aggreſhon on the part of the 
French. | : 5 . „„ 
Mr. Lambton ſaid, he ſhould have an opportunity of prov- 
ing to the Houſe, that certain deans and chapters had very 
improperly interfered, for the purpoſe of miſleading the people 
into an approbation of the war. VV - 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he would not have troubled the 
Houſe, but on account of the miſapprehenſion which had 
taken place with reſpect to the motion. He ſhould not then 
enter into the general queſtion, much leſs into the converſa- 


tion which had taken place, reſpecting places and penſions x 


he was happy to hear the diſintereſted declaration of the Hon. 
and. Learned Gentleman (Mr. Eſte), but when that Hon. 
Gentleman talked of the honour and character of the Houſe 
being involved in ſuch diſcuſſion, he ſurely did not mean to 
inſinuate, that the honour and character of the Houſe reſted 


with placemen and penſioners; and when he expreſſed his ap- 


prehenſions, that if the idea was ſo much bandied about, the 
Public might at laſt ſuſpect that there was fomething in it, he 
was not perhaps aware, that the Public had already made up 


their minds on the fubject. The calamities of the country 


he certainly aſcribed to the venality of miniſters. He con- 


ceived that the preſent war was carried on, becauſe they 


thought that any attempt to make peace would be incompatible 
with retaining their places. Miniſters argued “ What! were 
the National Convention to dictate the terms of peace, and 

not the King of Great Britain?“ The French might retort 


the ſame argument upon this country. If we were to be re- 


duced to the ſituation of diſtreſs, to which the miniſter had de- 


_ clared we ought to arrive, before we liſtened-to any propoſition 


for peace; the queſtion then would be, not how to treat, but 
how to capitulate. The miniſter had declared, that with the 
preſent government he never would treat. Did the Houſe of 
Commons encourage him in that reſolution ? Mr. Sheridan 
adverted to the amendment which he had made upon a for- 
mer evening (Jan. 26), and ſaid, that the great queſtion to be 


_decided, and which he wiſhed to put to the miniſter, was, 


whether, if the French were in the preſent moment diſpoſed 
7 5 . 5 0 0 
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to enter into a negotiation for peace upon fair and honourable 


terms, he would or would not refuſe to treat with them ? 


Mr. Burdon roſe to explain why, having voted for the amend= 


ment to the addreſs on the firſi day of the ſeſhon, he had 
afterwards negatived the Hon, Gentleman's motion, as he 
meant to do the preſent. Whilſt he heard language of a ve 


 hement nature from a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Burke) 


nov no longer a Member of that Houſe, and not immediately 
connected with Adminiſtration, he paid little attention to it: 
But the ſame kind of language appearing to him to be con- 


tained in the King's Speech, and echoed from the Treaſury 


bench, had given him an alarm, which ſubſequent explanation 
had in a great degree done away. The motions of the Hon. 
Gentleman and the reſolutions of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer were to be conſidered with their reſpective explana- 
tions. Thoſe, he thought, attempted to pin miniſters down to 
an immediate negotiation, which did not accord with his 
plain, common ſenſe on the e e. whilſt theſe, by declaring 
a readineſs to treat with any form of government capable of 
exerciſing the regular functions of a government, left it open 
to our enemy to commence a negotiation, who could not well 
be ſuppoſed to conſider themſelves a government without thofe 


functions, and who were certainly, at the preſent moment, 


in a ſituation to ſhew whether their profeſſions of moderation 
were well or ill founded, in diſclaiming all views of ag- 
grandizement.—As to the addition to thoſe reſolutions moved 
by Mr. Sheridan, he had ſpoken of it previouſly : If that Gen- 
tleman was really ſincere in his wiſh for peace, it ſeemed a 
moſt unfortunate means of throwing obſtacles in the way of 
_ concluding an honourable one, by either obliging miniſters to 
declare their objections to the exiſting government of France, 
or precipitating them into an immediate negotiation. An 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Lambton) had talked much about the 
N of the war. As to the part of the kingdom (Dur- 
ham) from whence they were ſent to Parliament, Mr. Burdon 

declared, that he did not ſubſeribe to his poſition. The Mem- 
bers, however, of that Houſe had a more momentous duty to 
diſcharge on the preſent occafion, than to court popularity in 


the votes they gave. The Houſe would tecollect that we were 


not only contending for the bleſſings of our excellent con- 
ſtitution, but that this iſland muſt be confidered as the Acro- 
polis of the liberties of all Europe. Without further dif- 
cuiling the point of popularity, he conceived, that he might 
aſſume, that the Public at large were convinced of the juſtice 
and neceſhty, which attended our arms at the commencement 
of the war. In proportion to their continuance wars generally 


12 were 
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were unpopular, and great pains had been taken to render this 
as much ſo as poſſible. Still, he thought we felt the French 
to be our natural and inveterate enemies; and miniſters might 
make this war popular to a certain degree, if they would at- 
tend ſufficiently to the opinion of the Public. It was not the 
collecting together a large number of the Nobility into an 
Adminiſtration, that would render it ſtrong; but their inte- 
rity and activity, ſupported by the confidence of the country. 
t was not by declamations in that Houſe, but by vigorous 
meaſures in the field, that the war was to become proſperous, 
He feared miniſters had not attended enough to this: Let 
them concentrate the force of the country as much as poſſible ; 
let them uſe every means to place our navy ſuperior to all 
reſiſtance; let them huſband our reſources, that, whilſt the 
Convention were calculating upon powers for three years to 
come, ours might be provided for even a longer period. Let 
them, above all, be cautious to advance proper perſons to com- 
mand, that in this arduous ſtruggle, from the Commander in 
Chief down to the ſubaltern, we might have thoſe in whom 
the military and the country might rely with confidence. 
As to the credit Oppoſition took for the ſtand they made on 
this occaſion, he and the country muſt be allowed to recollect 
that peace was the uſual ground on which they made their 
ſtand, in hopes of diſpoſſeſſing thoſe in power; and that the 
war, in which the Noble Marquis Cornwallis had obtained 
ſuch vaſt acceſſion of territory to the Eaſt India Company, and 
honour to himſelf, was oppoſed with the ſame energy as the 
preſent by the Party. _. * Os 5 
__ Such being his ſentiments reſpecting the motion before the 
Houſe, Mr. Burdon had determined to vote for the previous 
ueſtion. | | : VVV 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he doubted whether an 
apology was not due from him to the Houſe, for troubling them 
on a ſubject ſo extremely ſimilar to that which had already been 
ſo frequently diſcuſſed, and with fo large a majority decided. 
He aflured the Houſe, that till a late ſtage of the debate he 
had found no diſpoſition to riſe; for as the ſubje& was the 
ſame, fo the diſcuſhon was almoſt a verbal repetition of topics 
which had frequently and with full as much ability been urged 
on former. occaſions. Beſides which, every opinion of his 
had been ſo fully ſtated by his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Dun- 
das), and ſo diſtinctly repeated by his Right Hon. Friends in 
the courſe of the diſcuſſion, that he had not the leaſt intention, 
to ſpeak, had not the Gentleman who had juſt fat down let 
fall ſome obſervations which called for an anſwer; but he 


% - 
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promiſed the Houſe, however, that he would not keep them 


long. 


Gentlemen were pleaſed to call in ec and term ambi- 
guous, he was in the ſenſe of the 


unambiguous, and intelligible ? For his part, he could not 

find words more plainly/ to expreſs his intentions; but as 
doubts had been expreſſed, he would again recapitulate his 
leading hens 88 1 | 

And firſt, he conceived himſelf to have diſtinctly declared 
that (ſpeaking as well of the preſent, as of any future govern- 
ment of France) no ſort of government precluded negoriation, 
if that negotiation was attended with ſecurity and perma- 
nence. | | | 


In the next place, he conceived, and the Houſe had de- 


cided, on a view of the ſtate of France and the Belligerent 
Powers, that the only proſpect of a fecure peace was not to be 
found in negotiation, but in a vigorous proſecution of the 
war. Nothing, he preſumed to ſay, could be more clear and 
explicit, than this declaration; it was no more than he had 
before delivered, and he hoped there would be no occaſion for 
another explanation on the ſubject. | ot 
The Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) had inſinuated, and 
ſeemed to think that the Houſe had conſtructively adopted his 
reaſoning, that becauſe he (Mr. Pitt) had rejected ſome 
words of the Hon Gentleman's (Mr. Sheridan), in the ſhape 
of an amendment, he and the Houſe had come to a determin- 
ation directly contrary to the principle of that amendment: 


This reaſoning. he poſitively denied; and while it was founded 


upon an entire miſconſtruction of the proceedings of Parlia- 
ment, proved what he had ſaid on that occaſion ; but he hoped 
the Houſe would not go the length the Hon. Gentleman de- 


fired, and conclude, that, becauſe he refuſed to agree to the 


Hon, Gentleman's amendment, he had declared the converſe 
of that amendment. It was abſurd to ſay, that the refuſal of 
a particular propoſition was a declaration of the converſe of 
that propoſition. OS hs Bt 


He had been aſked, Would he make peace to-morrow with 


the government of France, if they deſired it? To this he 
would anfwer, that his objection was not to the particular 
form of government, but becauſe at this time there was no 
proſpect of obtaining a ſecure and permanent peace, but by a 
yigorous proſecution of the war. The real queſtion for the, 
_ conſideration of the Houſe was not of verbal diſcuſſion, or 
abſtracted or hypothetical caſes, but of n 


As to his amendment of a motion on a former night, which 


loule, whether, as far as 
language could expreſs ideas, the import of it was not diſtinct, 
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and of general principles as applicable to them, and was re- 
folvable to this alternative—Ought we to take pains to excite 
an immediate.negotiation, or to adhere to the declaration al- 
ready made, to perſiſt in a vigorous proſecution of the war? 
The Houſe now became extremely impatient for the 
Wo OD LD OO BEST 0 Rn 7 CRONE Ns 
Mr. Curwen ſaid, the Chancellor of the Exchequer - had 
ſpoken out clearly to his underſtanding, and there was no hope 
of peace but from the country declaring its opinion. The 
opinion ſtated by the Right Hon. Gentleman ag the opinion of 


the Houſe, was neither the opinion of the country, nor the 


opinion of prudence, ___ | > js 
Mr. Montague ſaid 2 few words in ſupport of the previous 
ueſtion. | | 1 
% Sir William Dolben ſaid, the queſtion had been decided on 
the former debate contrary to his opinion. He thought the 
declaration contained in the amendment not ſo explicit as the 
original motion, but the amendment having been adopted by 


the Houſe, he ſubmitted to the majority. e had voted, tlie 


preceding evening, for the Imperial loan, becauſe he thought 
it better to riſk throwing away fix millions, than to throw 
away eighteen, by continuing the war without the Emperor's 


aſſiſtance. The motion now made could tend only to diſunite 


the people of this country, who, in conſequence of the decla- 
ration the Houſe had already come to, were more united in 
fupport of the war than they had ever been before, | 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, the firſt part of the motion appeared 
to him to be too ſtrong, but for the latter propoſition of it. he 
thought it his duty to vote. The amendment adopted on the 
former debate declared, that no form of government would be 
conſidered as an obſtacle to negotiation z but many of the bad 
conſequences arifing from the ſuppoſition that we would 
not treat with a particular form of government, might ariſe 
from the ſuppoſition that we would not treat with particu- 
lar men. The people of France muſt naturally be tired of a 
war to which they aſcribed all their ſufferings; and an explicit 


declaration that neithgr their form of government, nor the 
men who conducted it, conſtituted in our minds an obſtacle 
to treating for peace, although it might not produce much 


effect in the firſt inflance, could not, in his opinion, fail to 
make a ſtrong impreſſion by degrees. They had as yet no ſuch 
aſſurance ; for the language of the Houſe in the Addreſs on 
his Majeſty's Speech, and on various other occaſions, gave 
the French realon to ſuppoſe that we would not treat with 
their preſent rulers. . The conſequences of adopting the mo- 
tion would not be ſuch as had been repreſented, If it were 


acceded 


ere in a condition to carry on the war with vigour. 
Ihe Houſe divided on the previous queſtion': 
rh wu WES. 3 oat 5g 3280s NO 
0 he 
„ Majority 130 
Adjourned at ten o'clock. „„ 


HouszE OF LORDS. 
Moxa, Feb. " 
i AUSTRIAN LOAN. _ e 
Lord Grenville moved the order of the day for taking into 
conſideration his Majeſty's Meſſage relative to the Auſtrian 
ioan. 232 | 


'The Order being read, together with the Meſſage, 5 | 


* 


Tord Grenville roſe to move an Addreſs to his Majeſty. 
Their Lordſhips had, he ſaid, on ſo many occaſions, and indeed 


ſo recently, manifeſted it to be their opinion, that the preſent 


war ought to be carried on with vigour, that it would be un- 


neceſſary for him to ſay any thing to impreſs that opinion upon 
the Houſe 3 the main object was, to diſtinguiſh at preſent the 


ſteps that were neceſſary to be taken, in order to carry that 


great purpoſe into effect. It was unqueſtionably true that 
we ought to confide much in our naval ſtrength, and avail 
_ ourſelves at the ſame time of the advantage of our inſular 
ſituation, and of the diſadvantage of the continental ſituation 


of France; for this purpoſe, he declared it to be his opinion, 


as it had been the uniform opinion of the beſt ſtateſmen that 


this country ever had to boait of, indeed of the wiſeſt men in 


the wiſeſt ages, that we ſhould always endeavour, in all wars 


with France, to fecure a confiderable continental alliance, to 


carry extenſive military operations againſt that power, in order 
o divert her from the exertions at fea which otherwiſe ſhe 
would be enabled to make againſt us. This opinion was fo 
fortified by experience, that he did not believe any one of their 
Lordſhips could doubt it for a ſingle moment; the brighteſt 


pages in our naval hiſtory were thoſe which recorded the 


battles we had ſought at ſea, while we had theſe military al- 


liances to create powerful diverſions of the enemy's force by 


land. Upon that principle it was, that the loan, {tated in the 


Meſ- 
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acceded to, he, for one, would not follow it up with any 
motion for immediate negotiation. All he wiſhed was to re- 
move obſtacles, and open a door for negotiation, while we 
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Meſſage before the Houſe, was propoſed ; a meaſure, the ne- 
ceſſity of which he truſted was evident, under the preſent 
cireumſtances, to every one of their Lordſhips. Auſtria had 
declared herſelf willing to co-operate with Great Britain, 
if ſhe were enabled to bring forward her force, which ſhe 
could not do without the aid of aloan of four millions. 

To him it appeared ſo evident, that, if the whole of the 
money propoſed to be borrowed was to be entirely ſacrificed; 
he had no ſcruple to ſay, that he ſhould, at thistime, all circum- 
ſtances conſidered, adviſe it to be given to the Emperor, rather 
than loſe the opportunity of availing ourſelves of the effential 
aſſiſtance which his Imperial Majeſty would, by this meaſure, 
be able to lend to the common cauſe. 'The nature of this war 
required on the part of the Allies, that thoſe who had naval 

| fkrength, ſhould to the utmoſt exert their naval ſtrength ; 
thoſe whoſe power was military, ſhould bring that forward; 
and thoſe whoſe pecuniary reſources were great, ſhould aid 
with money the military powers who ſtood in need of it, to 

ive life and energy to their exertions. This was the relative 
fituation of this country and the Emperor : His military power 
was great, but he was comparatively feeble in pecuniary re- 
ſources with thoſe of GMat Britain. Our pecuniary reſources 
were very great, and we wanted his military aſſiſtance. The 
Emperor was already making, and indeed had long been 
making great exertions, but could not bring men forward with- 
out the aid of money from fome friendiy power, In this 
ſituation, he thought the meaſure propoſed the moſt adviſe- 
able that could be adopted, under all circumſtances, as being 
| the moſt likely to bring the war to an honourable and ſafe 
1 concluſion. It was to be obſerved, that this was not a ſubſidy 
| to che Emperor, nor were the Public to pay the money; it 
was to be borrowed of individuals in this country, and Parlia- 
ment were to guarantee the payment in the event of the Em- 
peror being unable to make it good; an event not likely to hap- 
pen, the good faith of Auſtria and the credit of all her means re- 
iulting from the produce of her hereditary revenues being pledy- 
ed for the ſpecial purpoſe. - The ſecurity ſhe offered was in the 
proportion of four to one; in other words, actions payable at 
the Bank of Vienna for 40ol. lodged in the Bank of England 
for every 300, fubſcribed.- 2 | : 
His Lordſhip maintained, that the ſecurity of the Emperor 
in this caſe was greater than any that had ever been offered 
on any former foreign loan: As to the real diſpoſition of his 
= Imperial Majeity to perform every article in the ſtipulation, 
= his Lordſhip faid, he entertained no doubt. In confidering the 
affairs of nations, the better way to judge of the probability of 
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any power fulfilling its engagements, was to judge of its in- 


tereſt; and, judging of the Court of Vienna by that teſt, he 


was confident that the ſtipulations on the part of the Emperor 


would be all moſt pùnctually performed, as he was a Prince 


(as every man muſt know, who knew any thing of the geo- 
graphical ſtate of Germany) who had more to gain by ſucceſs, 
and more ta loſe by defeat, in the preſent conteſt, than any 
other power on the continent: Beſides, he, for one, was 
ready to allow that a great deal of confidence was to be re- 


_ poſed inthe well-known credit of the Court of Vienna, and the 
acknowledged good faith and honour of the Houſe of Auſtria; 
ſo that, all points confidered, he thought the real riſk run by 


this loan, amounted to little and almoſt nothing. On the 
other hand, he ſaw not only riſk, but great danger to 
this country, if the meaſure was not taken; in that caſe, 
the prodigious unn-»tural efforts of the French would not be 
checked in time, and thence they would have an opportunity 
of averting a ſituation, into which, if properly oppoſed, they 

muſt ſoon inevitably fall. Indeed, ſo convinced was he of 


= this, that if we were actually to give the whole money, he 


| ſhould think it worth while to ſecure the co-operation of 
Auſtria, at the price of the amount of the loan requeſted. 
Under all thefe grounds, Lord Grenville ꝑropoſed to the 


Houſe to agree to an Addreſs to his Majeſty, to thank him for 


his gracious communication from the Throne, and to aſſure 


his Majeſty, &c.—His Lordſhip having moved the Addreſs, 


which correſponded in ſubſtance entirely with the Meſſage, 
The Marguis of Lanſdown roſe, and declared he was extremely 


happy that he was not kept away by perſonal indifpoſition from 
a a diſcuſhon of a moſt important nature, which was not yet 


ſufficiently opened to the Public, and underſtood hy them to 
be properly felt: They would feel it by and by. It was a 
queſtion which appeared to him to involve in it the moſt fatal 
and alarming conſequences. He could not help beſeeching 
their Lordſhips to conſider maturely, before they gave their 
approbation to a meaſure of ſuch deſtructive tendency. Dif- 
fering, as he did, as to the policy and juſtice of the war, from 
his Majeſty's miniſters, he ſhould yot, however, at preſent, 
enter into that topic; nor ſhould he go at large into the conſi- 


deration of the nature and probable effects of the meaſure, 


becauſe at a future opportunity a more favourable occaſion 
would be found; he would take the war queſtion for granted, 
and ſhould confine himſelf to what had fallen from the Noble 
Secretary of State. I SOPs 
Hle differed entirely from the Noble Lord upon the ſubject of 
ch: general policy of cont n-ntal alliances, as he had del. vered 
Yor. II. I: | | , h m- 
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| himſelf that night. He was ſorry to differ from that Noble 


Lord upon matters of fact, but ſo it was; and ſo far were the 
beſt and wiſeſt politicians of the wiſeſt ages, or that this coun- 


try ever had to boaſt of, from agreeing in the ſentiments which 
that Noble Lord had juſt conveyed to the Houſe, that they 


were all of a directly oppoſite opinion; he need not name 
them all, he ſhould only allude to ſome of them, —he meant 


the anceſtors of his Majeſty's preſent miniſters; thoſe great 
men had ranſacked the Engliſh language to find terms ſuffi- 
ciently ſtrong to reprobate the extravagance of our German 


alliances, alliances that were trifling in compariſon to what 


we were now about to enter into. He had known inſtances 


where men, although when in oſtenſible fituations they had 
uſed ſimilar reaſoning to that which had been advanced that 
night, yet, to do them juſtice, they had abandoned it when 
out of office; nay, ſome of them, while ſtill in power, had 
complained of it as a ſtone they found about their necks, and 
could not get rid of, though they heartily deteſted it. Sorry, 


however, was he to obſerve, that of late years theſe doQtrines 


had been becoming faſhionable, becauſe he conceived that 


they were detrimental to the true intereſts of the country. Our 


German alliances had not in fact been conducted with that 
honour and good faith which had been ſo much vaunted ; 


they had made out bills againſt this country more tending to 


violate the principles of integrity and honour, than even the 


moſt unprincipled Attornies of Weſtminſter Hall would bring 


againſt their clients. As to the 2 pages of our hiſtory, 


he did not agree that they were thoſe which recorded our Ger- 


man connexions. : 8 5 
His Lordſhip took a ſhort view of our hiſtory ſince the Re- 


volution, and maintained, that, from the whole of it taken 


together, experience taught us to ſee the raſhneſs, the folly, 
and the madneſs of all extravagant continental connexions, at 


all times and under all circumſtances, but more eſpecially at 
this time and under the preſent circumſtances, He declared 
he wiſhed this meaſure to be deliberated upon for ſome time, 


in order that the people might be brought to think upon it; 


and if, after having thought upon it, they remained indifferent, 
i iſtead of marking it with the moſt decided difapprobation, he 


proteſted to God he believed this country would very ſoon be 


ruined. Sure he was he could have no inducement to come 
into that Houſe, for his attendance there could be of- no uſe 
whatever. Good God ! was it to be borne with patience, 


that, from a loan of two millions, miniſters ſhould jump all 


at once into a loan of twenty-ſix millions of money, to be 
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raiſed out of the pockets of the people of this country, who | 
never had, who never could have any return for it but diſtreſs 


and miſery? They ſeemed to look on the increafe of their 
burdens, from two to twenty-ſix millions, with the moſt per- 
feCt apathy : It appeared to ar to proceed from a fort of infa- 
tuation which rendered them careleſs of the increaſe of thelr 
debt, when it increaſed beyond a certain ſum ; and it ſtrongly 
reminded him of the ſcenes he had beheld when a young 


man, where perſons, who, at the beginning of a night of 


gaming, would at firſt be extremely cautious of ſtaking larger 
ſums than five or ten guineas, but, after loſing conſiderably, 
no longer regarded what they played for, but would with 
more indifference ſtake thouſands than at firſt they had ſtaked 

un ten guineas. | . . | 


he Noble Secretary of State had ſaid a good deal on the 
intereſt which the Emperor had in carrying on the war; he 
did not ſee any ſuch intereſt, That the Emperor wanted an 
indemnity for what he had loſt, he had no doubt; he would 
dare to ſay he did, and he believed that he intended to be in- 
demnified, but then it was at the expence of this country. If 


attention were paid to the hiſtory of Auſtria, it would be 
found that ſhe kept to her engagements no longer than it 
| ſuited her purpoſe. In the war in Queen Anne's time, her 
deſertion of this country was notorious. The Sileſian loan 
was another flagrant. inſtance of her breach of faith; ſhe 
ſhamefully turned that over to Pruſſia, and this country had 


not the courage to ſtop the payment of the ſums due to her 


out of the ſubſidies afterwards paid to the King of Pruſſia. 
We had therefore no great reaſon for depending on the good 
faith of Auſtria. - : "Fs 8 

Suppoſe the French ſhould be able to ſecure Bavaria to the 
Emperor, would he then proceed in this war? © No,” ſaid 
his Lordſhip, © I will be hanged if he does!“ As to the re- 


covery of Brabant, he believed that Auſtria was ſtronger 


| without her than with her, and that the Emperor did not wiſh 
to recover that country. But would this country conſent to 


give the Emperor Bavaria, if they were able, and fo ſubvert 


the Germanic ſyſtem? He had no doubt, however, that if 
the Emperor once obtained that favourite object, he would 
not ſtrike another ſtroke. _ © 4 

With regard to the good faith of the Court of Vienna, and 
its honour in the fulfilment of pecuniary engagements, he re- 
probated the idea; its conduct at all times notoriouſly exem- 


plified the reverſe of good faith: Not having upon this 
point of the ſubject any pleaſing recollection of the paſt, he 


conſequently had no very flattering proſpect of the future. 
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The Marquis alluded to inſtances of the conduct of the Court 
9 of Vienna in point of breach of faith on various occaſions. His 
| Lordſhip gave an account of the cunning mode in which that 
Court reduced the intereſt of money in the Bank of Vienna 
aud this, he maintained, was done by a trick which was as 
unworthy of that Co: art, as it was injurious to thoſe who 
were the ſufferers by it: They firſt lowered the intereſt of all 
public money, then declared actions on the Bank of Vienna to 
be the only good ſecurity ; aſter that, they reduced the intereſt 
on them, from ſix to four per cent. offering at the ſame time 
to pay off the principal to the holders, if they did not approve 
of and concur with the reduction of intereſt. Therefore he 
owned he did not like to conſent that the Court of Vienna 
| ſhould have fix millions of money from the people of this 
country, ow the ſtrength of its good faith and honour. But 
was the Bank of Vienna capable of paying this loan? or had 
the Emperor, ſuppoſing us to give 2 credit for his inten- 
tions, the ability to pay this money? The Bank was under 
the influence of the Court, and was notoriouſly not ſo good. 
a ſecurity as the Bank of Amſterdam ; whereas the latter was 
by no means as good as the ſecurity of the Bank of England. It 
was well known that the Emperor's ſubjects amounted to 
twenty millions in number, —his revenue ten millions a year: 
He would atk, what ſort of credit he could have, when he could 
not in ſuch a ſituation raiſe the ſum of four millions; and 
that, too, for rhe purpoſe, as it was alleged, to carry on a 
war, in which he was more deeply intereſted than any other 
Prince in Europe? It was not true that this was the largeſt 
ſecurity which had ever been given: Not to mention Queen 
Elizabeth's loan to the Dutch, when ſhe had the cautionary 
towns as ſecurity, he wiſhed their Lordſhips to recolle& the 
Dutch loan to Ruſha, when they had the cuſtom houſe of 
Riga given up to them, and their own commiſſaries there to 
take care of their intereſt, _ | 
He wiſhed their Lordſhips to recollect that we had not yet 
been paid, and now moſt probably never ſhould, the quota 
which the Dutch were to advance on the Pruſſian ſubſl idy ; 
yet the ſame language was at preſent held out which had been 
at that time. Could they point out any ſecurity in the Bank of 
. jenna againſt accidents greater than they had done formerly 
with reſpect to the Bank of Amſterdam? Did it not plainly 
appear that all this was nothing more than an attempt to bor- 
row money, the return of which it would be childiſh in the 
people of this country to expect? In fact, the Emperor's 
ſecurity was no ſecurity, and Great Britain would have to pay 


the principal as well as the intereſt. Did the eg 
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of State believe that the people of this country could afford 
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this waſte of their treaſure, ſuppoſing them to be ſtupid enough 


to conſent to parting from it? He had heard much ſaid of the. 


finances of this country, but miniſters might as well pretend 


that they had an elixir to promote the eternity of human life, 


as to ſay that the finances of this country are infinite z the 
truth indeed was, that our finances would come to an end 
much ſooner than ſome perſons in this country apprehended, 


if ſuch a ſyſtem as this was in reality to be adopted. The 


Noble Secretary. of State had inſiſted much on making a diver- 
ſion for the forces of the French on the continent; by the 
word diverſion, the Noble Lord muſt have meant to be im- 


plied, that the forces on the continent were inferior to other 
forces which we had employed in our ſervice, and that the 


main body were ſomewhere elſe ; but was this the caſe ?— 
Had we taken any extraordinary care of the Weſt Indies? 


No! fo far from it, we had centered our ſtrength. in con- 
junction with the Allies on the continent, where we had been 


defeated. Why ought. we to ſtint the naval ſervice, and give 


all to the military? but ſuch had been the caſe in the preſent. 
war; we had provided well for the army, but we had looked 


upon every thing elſe with a ſtepmother's eye. The Noble 


Secretary of State had maintained that the Emperor, all cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, was the moſt to be depended upon in 


this conteſt againſt the French; but his Lordſhip had not 


adverted to the geographical - ſituation of the parties. The 


forces of the Emperor muſt come from Vienna, and of all the 


iron ſrontier, as it had been emphatically called, which made 
France almoſt impregnable, the neareſt of the places to which 


the Auſtrian troops could march, in order to attack the French, 


was not leſs than three hundred miles: Would the Noble 
Secretary of State reflect on the probability there was of ſuc- 


ceſs againſt the French, who would thus be fighting on their 


own ground, and the Auſtrians, who were thus obliged to 


endure the hardſhips of a march of three hundred miles ?— 
The great Duke of Marlborough, it was notorious, had de- 
clared himſelf convinced of the impracticability of penetrating 


with any effect, or making any ſenſible impreſſion on the iron 


Trontier of France, to which he had juſt alluded. He might 


perhaps be aſked, what better could we do under the preſent 
circumſtances of our affairs? to which he would anſwer, that 
almoſt any thing elſe was better than this. Had we taken any 
meaſure to improve our marine force? Had we aſked Swe- 
den or Denmark to aſſiſt us with ſhips ?—Qne million of the 
very money, propoſed to be given away (for ſo it would be 


by this loan), would have ſecured us the ſovereignty of the 
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North Seas, and protected our Baltic trade; but, no, all thoſe 15 


advantages were to be neglected, for the purpoſe of adhering 
to the deſtructive ſyſtem of German policy. We ſhould have 
added it to our own navy; if we had as many ſhips, and as 
many men as we could well employ, we ſhould add a fund for 
the relief and encouragement of  ſailors—one half of the 
money now propoſed would raiſe a fund ſufficient to make 


thoufands of our ſailors happy: But we negleQed the only : 


men on whom the whole of our ſafety depended, and gave our 
wealth away to thoſe who could be of no uſe to us. —Had the 
wages of the ſailors been raiſed, or had any extraordinary en- 
couragement been held out to them ?—No : But the military 
had. This was the moſt deſtruCtive policy that this country 
could adopt; but miniſters, it ſeemed, were determined to 
try the patience of the people. He did not like to dwell on 
points that muſt pierce the heart; but he could not help re- 
flecting on the ſituation of the poor of this country. —One 
fourth of the money row to be ſacrificed to German policy 


would raiſe a fund to the poor, which would enable them all 


to purchaſe bread at ſix-pence a loaf, for which they are at 
this time giving nine-pence, and in conſequence of which 

they are all but ſtarving. The Marquis declared before God, 
he foreſaw, that if this policy was followed, the country muſt 
be ruined. What he faid, he intended to be for the public 
good; and were he miniſter to-morrow, the only advice he could 
give for the proſecution of this war, if proſecuted it muſt be, 


was to narrow and to bring it more within our own graſp, and 


the only way to do ſo was to cut off the German excreſcence 
of it. He therefore moved, that after the part which thanked 


his Majeſty for his gracious communication, in fact all the 
words but the complimentary ones, the reſt of the Addreſs be 


left out, for the purpoſe of inſerting a ſentence to, inform his 
Majeſty, that that Houſe would conſider what meaſure would 


be adviſeable in the preſent criſis, &c. 


The Earl of Mansfield ſaid, he was ſo ſeverely indiſpoſed 
with a cold, as to be ſcarcely able to utter his words with ſufh- 


cCient diſtinctneſs to ey his meaning; he wiſhed however to 


make a few obſervations: 


ut for the reaſon he had ſtated, their 
Lordſhips might be. aſſured, he would not detain them long. 
He exprefled great difficulty in ſpeaking upon the queſtion; _ 
becauſe he was obliged to differ in almoſt every point from 
the Noble Marquis. One queſtion, he was glad to think, was 
completely decided; he meant the carrying on a vigorous war 
as the only poſſible means of ſaving the country. Indeed, if it 
was poſſible that any other opinion could be held in that 
Houſe or in the country, there was an awful example before 
WE” e eds" 
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them, and almoſt at their doors the melancholy inſtance of 


the Dutch, who, by truſting to a fallacious negotiation, had 


involved their country in ruin. Had they made vigorous ex- 
ertions for their defence, as they had done in the time of their 


and our great deliverer, inſtead of entertaining vain expecta- 
tions of procuring peace, by negotiation, in all probability 


they might have averted the diſaſter that had befallen them. 
He complimented the Noble Secretary who had opened the 
debate; but there were ſeveral new points brought forward by 
the Noble Marquis, that no perſon could have expeCted, fore- 


| ſeen, or anticipated, and which he would ſhortly notice. As 
it was agreed to perſiſt in the war, the next thing to be con - 


ſidered was, how it was to be carried on with vigour. When 
| he had heard it ſo wrongly put, that, in the opinions of the 

wiſeſt men and beſt ſtateſmen, continental alliances were in- 
jurious to this country, and ought to be avoided in all wars, 


he differed won er re the Noble Marquis. Was ſuch the 


opinion of John Duke of Marlborough? Or, te come to our 
own times, was it the opinion of the wiſeſt and beſt ſtateſmen 


that we remembered? In all former wars our continental al- 


lances were of much ſervice to us; ſince continental diver- 
fon had always been conſidered as the beſt means of aſſiſting 


the naval operations of the country. The exprefſion of con- 
quering America in Germany was in every ſchool-boy's mouth, 
as every ſuch phraſe would be which held out ſomething new, 


at the ſame time that it contained much good ſenſe. The re- 


verſes and difaſters of war, inſtead of damping the national 


ſpirit, ſhould rouſe it to new vigour and new exertion. - Such 


was the cafe when the loſs of Minorca happened, which for a2 


little time occaſioned much deſpondency, but ſoon produced 


a firm zeal in the 8 to purſue a moſt vigorous proſecu- 


tion of the war. The Noble Marquis was not authoriſed, the 


Earl ſaid, to ſpeak in ſo ſlighting a manner of the Emperor's 
good faith, nor was there any ground whatever for impeach- 


ing it. The Noble Marquis, when treating of continental 
connexions, ſtated an alliance with the Houſe of Auſtria as a 


dangerous one, a doctrine that he never could allow to be well 
grounded, ſo much otherwiſe, that he had always diſapproved. 


very much of the conduct of this country in 1756, when we ſe. 
parated the intereſts of Auſtria from England, and allowed her 
to unite with France, That meaſure was taken by a miniſter of 
the Court of Vienna (as honeſt and as juſt aman as ever lived— 


he knew him well—it was Prince Kaunitz), and his friends had 
ever conſidered it as the grand miſtake of his political life. The 


circumſtances which had ſince happened, had once more dif. 
ſolved that uniou;, and it certainly was, and he hoped would 
e Fͤͤͤͤ oY bop continue 
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Continue to be, the intereſt and the conduct of this country 
to maintain and preſerve the cloſeſt and, moſt ſteady alliance 
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with the Houſe of Auſtria. He contended, that one of the 
greateſt ſecurities we had for Auſtria fulfilling her engage 


ments, was her own immediate intereſt, which was ſo deeply 
involved in her good faith towards us. He deprecated the ar- 
gument, that becauſe ſome contracting parties had failed at 


times to fulfil their engagements with us, we were not to treat 
at all with continental powers, and profeſſed himſelf aſtoniſh- 


ed to hear what the Noble Marquis had ſaid about Brabant. 


If however it were true that the Emperor could do better 


without Brabant than with it, could we ſuffer Flanders to re- 


main in the hands of France? It had ever been the, fayourite 


object of Cardinal Richelieu to obtain poſſeſſion of it, 


| Pour veiller de pres Mefheurs les Anglais. 
Would their Lordſhips therefore wiſh to have ſuch an enemy 


as the French perpetually on the watch, ſo nearly at their 


door? The caſe of the loan propoſed, his Lordſhip ſaid, had been 
conſidered and treated as if it were a ſubſidy; whereas it was 
by no means the ſame thing. The matter propoſed was a 


loan ſecured by actions on the Bank of Vienna, to be depo- 


ſited in the Bank of England in the ratio of 4ool. for every 

Zool.; as a ſecurity for which, all the revenues of the Em- 
peror's hereditary dominions were pledged, and the credit of 
Auſtria, He contended that the public credit of Auſtria, and 


the actions of the Bank of Vienna, had always been rated 


very high; and he knew of nothing that ought to depreciate 
them now. As to the reduction of the intereſt of that Bank, 
as alluded to by the Noble Marquis, that was a meaſure, he had 
always underſtood, conſidered in every country as an advantage, 


and in the inſtance in queſtion, it had ever been deemed a 
- wiſe one; nor was it ever held to be a breach of integrity to 
offer to pay the capital if the lender refuſed ro take leſs in- 


tereſt, It had alſo conſtantly. hitherto been underſtood, that 
the reduction of the public legal intereſt was a national ad- 
vantage, and it had been praiſed as ſuch by one of our 
great writers on the ſubject, Sir Joſiah Child. He could not 
believe the Noble Marquis to be ſerious, when he talked of 


ſending over inſpectors and commiſſioners, to receive the 


cuſtoms at Trieſte, as a good ſecurity. What chance would 
ſuch commiſſioners ſtand in a foreign country, if the govern- 
ment of it choſe to withhold the payment? He explained the 
nature of the Sileſian loan, and the conduct of Pruſſia at that 


time, which had been alluded to. He concluded by ſtating, 


that the terms of the loan not being then before the Houſe, 
they could only argue the principle; and contended, 55 | 
Ss; = | Noble 
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Noble Lords could not vote againſt the Addreſs, unleſs they 


Fonſidered it as prepoſterous to carry on the war at all, or have 
recourſe to the only means by which it could be carried on 


5 with effect or ſucceſs. 


The Earl of Guildford could not agree with his Noble Friend, | 


that itwas decided that the War was to be perſiſted in, and he 
hoped in a very few days their Lordſhips would determine other- 
wile. His. Lordſhip contended for the amendment, and repeat- 
ed what he had always faidof the war, ſince its commencement— 
that it was fraught with diſtreſs, diſaſter, and ruin to the country. 
He denied the propoſition which Noble Lords ſeemed to aſſume, 
that the Parliament and the country approved of the couti- 
nuance of the war at all, or, if there was to be war, of the 


conduct of thoſe who carried it on, and who had plunged 


the nation into all that horror and misfortune, which their 
blunders, their obſtinacy, and their incapacity, had brought 


upon us.—He contended that even had he been in fayour of 


the war, he would have oppoſed this meaſure as riſking much 

without any probable good, or effecting the objects and ends 
which miniſters themſelves held out as their expectations from it. 
The Earl ſaid, he conſidered this loan as an improvident dilapida- 

tion of the reſources of the country, and he much queſtioned whe- 


ther the ſecurity offered, was good, and next, whether the con- 
ditions offered on the part of the Emperor would be complied _ 
with. The terms were an indefinite offer on the part of the 


Emperor, that he would bring 200,000 men into the field, if 
we could by any means obtain or procure upon our credit a 
loan of four millions for him, which it would ſeem our mi- 
niſſters had agreed to do, with a hint that they would make it 
ſix millions, if he would furniſh a proportionate addition, and 
all this without making any inquiry into the extent or probability 


that the Em or could do this in ſuch a way as to be of wy | 


uſe to us. The ſecurity offered by the Houſe of Auſtria la 

year, had been reckoned inſufficient by all the monied 
men of this country, and he was pretty certain they had 
the ſame opinion of the preſent terms; and though the 
Noble Earl who ſpoke laſt made a diſtinction between a loan 


and a ſubſidy, in 00 particular caſe they were one and the 


lame thing. 


His Lordſhip faid, to exhauſt the blood and treaſure of the 
couritry, merely for the ſake of foreign alliances, by a conti- 


nuance of continental wars, however much it might be a ſa- 


vourite meaſure with the preſent miniſters, by no means met 

the ſentiment of the country, which was decidedly in all 

quarters againft a continuance of the war on the continent, or 

a continuance of that method of ya, it hitherto, which 
Vor. II. | 8 Ls | had 
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had placed us in ſo depreſſed and deplorable a ſituation. He 


wiſhed their Lordſhips to examine whether it was. probable 


that, after three diſaſtrous campaigns, the Emperor could be 
able to raiſe the number of men he had promiſed, and he could 


not but be of opinion, that, after we had been duped of 
12,000,000). we had ſome reaſon to be diſtruſtful of entering 
into further continental connexions. The Earl faid, he per- 


| fectly coincided with the Noble Marquis, that the fix millions 


to be raiſed from the ſubjects of this country, for the uſe of 
the Emperor, might be much better employed at home in either 


of the ways he had fo ably pointed out, particularly upon our 


navy, to which he thought we could not be too laviſh, the 


more eſpecially, as the navy had certainly been much neglected. 


Lord Hawkeſbury roſe to notice ſome things that had fallen in 


the debate. His Lordſhip ſaid, he could not help remarking that 


the debate had taken a very unexpected, and, in his opinion, a 


very improper turn. The Addreſs did not pledge the Houſe 


to any terms for the loan, neither were any of the conditions 
even ſtated in it. The Noble Secretary of State had, with 
great propriety, intimated the general plan of thoſe condi- 
tions, and he certainly thought they were favourable and very 
ſecure terms for this country, more than had appeared in any 


former treaty. The Court of Vienna was to place in the 


Bank of England 4ool. for every 3ool. lent; and depoſiting 


aCtions of the Bank of Vienna to that amount, was a ſecurity 


that he thought no man could call exceptionable. In ſact, 


the good faith of the Court of Vienna was undoubted. The 
credit of that country ftood high, and the Bank of Vienna 


was in good eſtimation. That Bank, though not perhaps 
equally good as that of Amſterdam, ſtill more that of London, 
was nevertheleſs extremely reſpectable. The treaty not being 
completed, did not come before them to be diſcuſſed on that day. 


With regard to different opinions reſpecting continental al- 


hances, continental alliances had always been deemed wiſe 
and politic for this country, and he would only refer to thoſe 
who recollected the effect of our continental alliances in the 
ſeven years war, to determine whether they were injurious 
to this country in time of war or otherwiſe? Subſidies had 


been paid to the King of Pruſſia, but no ſtipulation had ever 
been made when his forces ſhould be employed. He ſaid, it 


had been improperly argued that this loan was raiſing ſix mil- 
lions upon the ſubjects of this country, which was not the 


caſe. It did no ſuch thing, it only enabled the Emperor to 


raiſe the money the more eaſily, by our countenancing the mea- 


ſure. He could not fit down without expreſſing his ſorrow 


and aſtoniſhment to hear ſome alluſions. made by the Noble 
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Marquis, which he conſidered to have a very dangerous tend- 
ency; he meant what had been ſaid about ſeamens wages, and 
another clafs of people in this country, the poor, whoſe pro- 
_ tection was the immediate care of the Executive Government, 
and for whoſe relief a Bill was at that very time going through 
that Houſe, The poor certainly had felt great diſtreſs lately, but 
it was chiefly owing to the uncommonly ſevere ſeaſon, and not 
to the effect of the war. He conſidered all ſuch alluſions as ca- 
oulated to do miſchief, and tending to make men diſcontented 
with their ſrtuations, who themſelves did not feel any cauſe to 

be ſo. | Pt , 335% Pan 

TDe Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he did not intend to have trou-- 

bled their Lordſhips that day, but from ſome things that had 

fallen from the Noble Lord, who had juſt ſat down; he 
would not agree that it was determined by Parliament, that 
the war ſhould be perſiſted in. No deciſion by reſolutions of 
either Houſe had paſſed to that effect. The late reſolution 
voted by their Lordſhips, had this advantage from its ambi- 
guity, that it would admit of any interpretation; but it certainly 
did not amount to a declaration that the war was to be perſiſted 

in. Aſſertions of that nature he thought it neceſſary to re- 


pel, becauſe they were made, as it were, incidentally, fo as, if 


not contradicted, to fleal upon their Lordſhips, and be referred 
to in argument at ſome future period. He ſpoke of the 
fingular ſituation the Houſe was put into by miniſters having 


prematurely introduced the detail of the meaſure when the 


terms and conditions of it were not ſtated. They were'obliged 
to argue it without ſufficient grou ds. If the terms of the 
loan could not be laid before the Houſe, nothing could be 
more improper than to involve their Lord{hips in a diſcuſſion, 


for which it was admitted they had not the requiſite informa- _ 


tion; and in this point of view the amendment moved by his 
Noble Friend ought to be adopted; becauſe it would {gave the 


queſtion entirely open till the neceſſary information could be 


obtained. Miniſters, however, had argued on the terms as if 
they were already before the Houſe, and inſiſted that there 
was good ſecurity for the repayment of the propoſed loan. 
That part of the ſecurity which conſiſted in ſuing the Emperor 


in his own courts of law, his Lordſhip ſaid, was calculated 


rather to excite laughter than obtain confidence. It was not in 
courts of law that ſuits between great nations were conducted; 
and he believed the ſubſcribers to the loan would not be very 
forward with their money if they were told they muſt profecute 
their claims through all the Auſtrian courts of law before 
they could have recourſe to the ſecurity pledged by Parliament. 
The Bank of Vienna was ſo connected wih the Auſtrian govern- 
3 e 1 5 5 | ment, 
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ment, that it could not be confidered even as a collateral ſecurity 
and to lay any ſtreſs on the actions of that Bank was much 
the ſame as if we, negotiating a loan in a foreign country, 
ſhould offer Exchequer bills, by way of guarantee to the ſe- 
curity of Government. A Noble Marquis had faid, the money 
would be much better applied in additional bounties and wages 
to our ſeamen, and alleviating the diſtreſſes of our poor; and 
this a Noble Lord had endeavoured to colour as if meant to ex- 
Cite diſcontent, a colour which the words would not bear out. 
The wiſeſt legiſlators had ſaid that increaſing the wages of our 
ſeamen was the beſt mode of manning the navy—certainly, a 
much better, and, he believed, a cheaper mode, than the plan 
at preſent under the conſideration of Parliament, which ſeemed 
only calculated to protect our outward-bound ſhips, as it mult 
_ cripple the coaſting trade. When the load upon the ſeveral 
pariſhes was conſidered, with the addition about to be made to 
it, no man would ſay that the ſituation of the poor did not 
call for attention; but it was the practice of miniſters to con- 
vert fair and honourable advice, which they did not like, into 
an intention to inflame. The Noble Earl near him (Lord 
Mansfield) had ſaid it was a loan, and not a ſubſidy; ſo much 
the worſe in his opinion. Had it been a ſubſidy, the condi- 
tions, as to a due performance of them, would have been better 
ſecured, becauſe a ſubſidy being payable by inſtalments, might 
be ſtopped, as we had done with the King of Pruſſia; but a 
loan once agreed upon, the money mult be paid at all events; 
and the councils of Vienna had borne too much reſemblance 
to the councils of Berlin, not to afford reaſon to fear that the 
| | conduct would be ſimilar. The conditions were not fulfilled. 
kJ But it was contended that it was a ſecure loan. How was it 
| = ſecure ? On the Emperor's hereditary revenues? When thoſe 
revenues were entire, before the Netherlands were loſt, the 
monied men did not think them good ſecurity. What were 
thoſe hereditary revenues? Could the Emperor add to them 
in any of his ſtates without the confent-of his ſubjects?—In 
former times of diſtreſs—although never was the Houſe of 
Auſtria in ſuch diſtreſs with reſpect to finance as at preſent— 
when the Prince of Saxe Cobourg had begged money, bullion, 
plate, any thing, on the ſecurity of the Emperor's notes, 
which few would accept—it was a well-known fact, that in 
1751, when an extraordinary contribution was required in the 
hereditary ftates, two diſtricts only would pay their ſhare. 
The very meflage which held out the aMuence of the Imperial 
finances in point of ſecurity, ſtated the actual poverty to be ſo 
great, that his Majeſty had been obliged to advance ſums of 
fifty and fixty thoutand pounds for temporary aid, t 
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the authority of Parliament, and contrary to the practice and 
the ſpirit of the conſtitution. Four millions we were to ad- 
vance for the Emperor's greateſt exertions, and then we were 

voluntarily to offer two millions more for exertions greater 
than his greateſt : But could men be raiſed as eaſily as money? 

_ Suppoſing the Emperor able to raiſe more than 200,000 men, 
in conſideration of the two additional millions, mult not theſe 
men come into the field raw and undiſciplined? Miniſters 

here ſeemed determined to lay hold of the converſe of their 
former argument. They had at one period of the war ſaid, 
that the veteran and well-diſciplined troops of Auſtria would 

be as the raw and undiſciplined rabble, that made up the maſs 

of the French army, out of the field, Having fince found that the 

latter had proved the beſt ſoldiers, and carried all before them, 

they thought nothing but raw and undiſciplined recruits could 

conſtitute an army fit to oppoſe to them with any hopes of 

Yacceſs. What were the exertions of Auſtria laſt campaign? 
He ſhould like to hear the opinion of experienced officers, he 
ſhould like to hear the illuſtrious Prince who commanded the 

Britiſh army on the continent, inform their Lordſhips at their 
bar, or in any way befitting his high rank, whether- the exer- 

tions of the Auſtrians to defend the Netherlands had been ſuch , 

as to give us reaſonable hopes that they would be adequate to 

_ regaining them. So diſguſted, as he had heard from informa- 
tion he could not diſtruſt, were Auſtrian Generals, officers 
and men, with the ſervice, that many officers remained at fick 
quarters till they were threatened with being ſent to their poſts 
under the eſcort of a regiment of huſſars. Another matter 

to be remarked was the extreme eagerneſs to get the money, 

which afforded ground for apprehending that it might be ap- 
plied as the Pruſſiau ſubſidy had been, to the diſmemberment 
of Poland. It was ſaid, it would make a diverſion in favour 
of our naval exertions. Was this a new invention? Had we 
not been purchaſing ſuch a diverſion with the blood and tre- 
ſure of the country for two years; and with ſucceſs that had 
been as calamitous to the country as diſgraceful to its mi- 
niſters? Misfortune, he thought, would have taught them the 
maodeſty not to boaſt of meaſures, the ruinous tendency of 

Which all the zeal, ability, and valour of our army and navy, 

even the molt brilliant victories, could not counteract. If they 
choſe to call this a loan and not a ſublidy, he believed they 

were the only perſons who thought. it ſo, and one of its worſt 
conſequences would be, that the people would not be taxed for 
it at the proper time, but find it come upon them by ſurpriſe, 

When they thought they had no ſuch money to provide for. 

Miniſters, to conceal from the people how much the war _ 
1 by N 7 CO 
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coft them, began with making permanent certain temporary 
taxes; and this appeared to be a device of the ſame nature. 
| Vet the people did feel the burdens of the war, and were 
L anxious to get out of a conteſt from which, while conducted 
* by thoſe who involved them in it, nothing could be reaped but 
calamity and difgrace, - both of which had already been ſuffi- 
_ ciently entailed on the country. | „ 
Lord Auckland ſaid, that he did not with to extend the ex- 
preſſions of any Noble Lord beyond the ſenſe that they were 
meant to convey; and when the Noble Marquis (Lord Lanſ- 
down) had remarked in the early part of the debate that “ he 
took the war queſtion for granted,” it was evidently a con- 
ceſſion applied only to the purpoſes of the preſent diſcuſhon. 
He would at leaſt conſider it in that ſenſe, and, waving all con- 
tentious opinions reſpecting the Juſtice and neceſſity of the 
war, he would affume it to be a ſettled point, that the war was 
to be proſecuted. In this predicament, the King had ac- 
quainted their Lordſhips that he had received, from the Em- 
peror, aſſurances of a diſpoſition to employ in the-courſe of 
the next campaign againſt the common enemy a force of two 
hundred thouſand effective men; but it had been at the ſame _ 
time. repreſented, that ſuch an effort could not be made without 
the aſſiſtance of a loan, on the credit of his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty's hereditary dominions, under the guaranty ef the King 
with the concurrence of Parliament. Was it then poſſible, 
to receive ſuch a communication, to cotiſider the poſition in 
which we confeſs ourſelves to ſtand, and not to feel that it 
was incumbent on us to embrace every offer and every chance 
of aid in a war of ſuch unprecedented difficulty? Was it poſ- 
fible not to recollect, that the Netherlands, which make a part 
of the hereditary dominions alluded to in the meſſage, are in 
the hands of the French; that the independence of the con- 
tinent of Europe is endangered and partly loſt; and that it 
may greatly contribute to the ſacceſs of our naval exertions 
to obtain (if it be really practicable, as the Meſſage implies) an 
effective diverſion of tke enemy's force towards Germany and 
Italy? Could we doubt the ſolidity of the principle hypothe- 
tically ſtated to us? Could we heſitate a moment as to the ex- 
pediency of accepting the concurrence and co-operation of- 
fered by the Emperor, provided they can be brought forwards 
on the conditions propoſed and within the period deferibed ? 
But ſeveral objections had been {tated ; A Noble Ear] (Lord 
Guildford) had ſaid that “ the loan in queſtion was an impro- 
vident dilapidation of the public revenues.” The obvious 
import of thoſe words mult be, that the Emperor having ac 
cepted our money in the form of a loan, would conſider : as 
| | 1 | | | | a tree 
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a free gift, and make no return for it. Was it fair, was it 
decent, to entertain ſuch an idea? Was there any circumſtance 


in the honourable character of the preſent Emperor, or in the 


conſiſtent and dignifted conduct of the Auſtrian miniſtry, to 
ſanction and aathoriſe ſuch a ſuppoſition ? The propoſal be- 
fore the Houſe was neither more nor leſs than the guaranty of 
a loan; and being ſo conſidered, he- could undertake to de- 
monſtrate, on ſolid principles both of commerce and policy, 
that ſuch a loan (always preſaming it to be well ſecured) was 
in itſelf a beneficial meaſure for an exporting and manufac - 
_ turing country, though it might occaſion a momentary revul- 
| Gon in the foreign exchanges, by obliging us to export a fifth 
or ſixth part of our whole current coin. He could appeal to 
the experience of Holland and of Switzerland; the latter of 
theſe countries, it was well known, had received during a long 
_ courſe of years more than a million ſterling annually from 
France, for rentes viageres (annuities) and intereſts of loans. 
In that point of view the propoſed loan to the Emperor was 
defenſible as a mere money tranſaction. _ e 
It had farther been objected, that the Emperor would not 
be able to raiſe the men ſtated in the propoſition. Lord Auck- 
land ſaid, that he was not ſufficiently appriſed of the inform- 
ation poffefled by miniſters to riſque any aſſertions on this 
point; but certainly the Emperor would be bound by every 
_ call of intereſt, as well as by every tie of honour, to carry his 
undertaking into execution as far as poſſible. 2 
It had been ſtated however as a kind of objection, that, even 
if the men ſhould be raiſed, it would be impoſſible to employ 
them ſo as to produce an effectual diverſion in the enſuing 
campaign. Here alſo he wanted materials of information, and 
felt it premature to enter into the difcuſſion till the detail of 
the meaſure ſhould be fully before the Houſe. But certainly, 
if the army were forthcoming, there would be an ample 
theatre for its exertions. The line of action would extend all 
the way from Baſle to the Baltic, and alſo to the whole frontier 
of Italy. And if the loan to the Emperor tould enable him 
to effectuate a real diverſion, its reſulting benefits would be 
great beyond all calculation ; at any rate it was important that 
his Imperial Majeſty ſhould have the means of protecting his 
own dominions, and the territories of the German Princes, 
and of Italy, from the progreſs of thoſe incurſions which 
threaten deſtruction to all Europe. . | £2 
He now came to the fourth and laſt objection. The mea- 
fure tended, it was ſaid, to waſte and lefſen the exertions which 
mould have been applied to the nat. But how did it do ſo? 


* 
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The aſſertion might be made with ſome ſemblance of reaſon, 
if money were wanting for naval ſerviees, and if the money 
in queſtion were our property and at our diſpoſal. Their 
Lordſhips however would recollect, that every poſſible mea- 
ſure was coming forwards to ſtrengthen the navy; that funds 
; to an unexampled extent were voted for that purpoſe; and that 
=_ - the money comprehended in the loan under diſcuſſion was the 
| Emperor's money, and not ours. The navy was at all times 
; 
þ 


a popular ſubject; at preſent it was peculiarly intereſting ; 
every poſſeſſion near or dear to us might be ſaid to depend on 
it. He foreſaw therefore with pleaſure, that when the propo- 


| 1 fitions for manning the navy ſhould come before Parliament, 
= - every poſſible ſupport would be given to them; that there 
would be no cavilling; that no avoidable difficulties would be 


4 excited. In the mean time it would be wiſe not to thwart a 
= meaſure, which by its impreſſion on the enemy might con- 
9 tribute to the ſucceſsful employment of the naval force that 
; we were ſo ſolicitous to augment. Witha long line of coaſts, 
diſtant fiſheries, an extenſive commerce, numerous convoys, 
and valuable poſſeſſions in every part of the globe, it was in- 
cumbent on us to maintain, if poflible, a land war. Without 
it, our ſea war would ſoon become defenſive, and conſequently 
ſubject to continual mortifications and loſſes. The moment 
was come in which nothing was to be left untried. He was 
unwilling to expatiate on the magnitude and multiplicity of 
the perils to which we ſtand expoſed : But ſurely, they ought 
to be ſeen and underſtood. He was ſometimes apprehenſive 
that the nation at large (perhaps even Parliament itſelf) was 
not yet awake to the circumſtances of the preſent criſis. He 
withed that he had power to convey to their minds a juſt ſenſe of 
that criſis; not to create deſpondency, but to excite energy. 
True courage would be found to conſiſt not in palliating 
danger, but in appreciating it, and in meeting it with adequate 


exertions, if they are poſſible. | | 5 
One point more! A Noble Earl (Lord Lauderdale) had 
talked of the diſgrace brought upon the country by the war. 
He denied with his whole heart and ſpirit that there had been 
any diſgrace, or even any plauſible cauſe or pretext to impute 
it. If a joint enterpriſe is undertaken, and if ſeveral of the 
parties engaged in it either cannot or will not diſcharge their 
part, is their default a diſgrace to us, who have more than diſ- 
charged our part? Is calamity a diſgrace? Is the hoſtility of 
the elements, or the viſitation of Providence, a diſgrace? He 
was ſure, though the Noble Earl had uſed his expreſſion in the 
earneftneſs of debate, that the Noble Earl would be among _ 


- 
2 * 
S — 


— — = > III 
K ²⁵² pon Oe DEER IF 2TF-A 
N 2 do —— — =_ J if * 
— = + - — * 
2 


2 ———— 
— — — —— 


o 
——— ' FI DEER EET = _— „% — a 
l — " eren. 8 5225 Ir 8 — ene . 
r — — 22 % a 2 7 _ [ET = < 4 r —— © e l - - — = ined 5 
, — = taxi, 25 — 1 4 888 ＋. = — A FR . 0 io 2 * Tee” Me — COST ot» ali 2 
PE — — 2 * = 5 CI 2 5 ap ep en 8 2 : 8 x 0 * 7 = A- gy . S 
2 . * Se — —— — —— . - h — F * - 7 
N - . = — — 2 = < — — — — — — 7 4 x x — 2 . bs — 6 
_ - K. * EP by - N 2 " — * 9 9 "7 2 . * . 
n * — ENTITY A * * * — ** N 3 2%. 5 ar). 5» a r * 9 2 * _ K * 
5 _ a * * 5 20 A 2 TY * © = A 
, — _ * - : * 7 


- © 


eminently diſtinguiſhed the Britiſh name in every action of 
the war, by land as well as by ſea: „% Ls 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to take notice of what had fallen 
from the Noble Lord, on the word diſgrace: He was far 


from meaning to lay any thing of diſgrace being imputable to 


our troops, either our ſoldiers or their officers, our ſeamen or 
their commanders. He had never at any time dropped a hint 
to that effect; he knew they merited nothing but commend- 


ation for their zeal, their courage, and their {kill ; but he muſt | 


ever contend that the general ill ſucceſs of the laſt campaign 
was a diſgrace to miniſters. e ES 


Lord Grenville ſaid, he roſe not to inſiſt on what was ge- 


nerally deemed the privilege: of the perſon who made the 
motion, v2, to reply, but merely to take notice, very ſhortly, 
of ta few obſervations that had fallen in the 80 15 of the 

debate. Of all that had been ſaid, what he felt the leaſt was the 
imputed diſgrace of the campaign. He begged leave to call to 


their Lordſhips recollection the victory of the iſt of June, our 


ſucceſſes in the Weſt Indies, and the bravery of the Britiſh 


army on the continent, and aſked, if any man would ſay, that 


the campaign, although calamitous to the country, had been 
_ difgraceful ? As little would he agree that any diſgrace had 

fallen on his Majeſty's miniſters from thoſe misfortunes, 
Every man. muſt meet the chance of war ; he could do no more 


than provide the beſt poſſible means in his power to avert and 


prevent diſaſter. Miniſters had done ſs, and their plans had 
been firmly ſupported by our arms on the continent; but the 

French had, by their extraordinary and unparallelled exertions, 
brought ſuch numbers into the field, that, with other concur- 


ring circumſtances in their faveur, they bore down all reſiſtance. 


With regard to the loan, it was not money we were to advance, 
but money which the Emperor was to borrow on his own 
| ſecurity. The Noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, had ſaid, actions 
on the bank of Vienna were no better than if we were to 
| borrow money and give Exchequer bills. He would by no 
means allow, his Lordſhip ſaid, that if this country made a 
loan, Exchequer bills would not be an ample ſecurity to the 


lenders, becauſe it was to ſuppoſe that this country could not 


maintain its credit or its good faith, which muſt be the caſe 


when it could not pay its Exchequer bills. In like manner 


the actions of the bank of Vienna muſt be good, as long as 
the Auſtrian . Government had any credit, or the hereditary 
dominions of the Emperor were of any worth. The exertions 


of the Emperor, it was ſaid, had availed us nothing. Was it 
nothing, that the loſs of — _had been poſtponed 3 8 


Vox. U. 
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flirſt to render juſtice to the bravery and heroiſm which had 
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the year 0793 to the year 1795 ? Was it nothing to have 


prevented that calamity till our force was called forth, and the 
finances of France exhauſted ? His Lordſhip reaſoned at ſome 


length on theſe and other points referred to in the debate, and 


complained of the Marquis of Lanſdown's alluſion to the navy 
and the poor. IN es EIT IE, 
The Earl of Darnley ſaid, the Addreſs did not implicate the 
whole buſineſs of the loan, The terms, as far as he had heard 
of them, he did not think bad as a money tranfaction ; but 
our experience of the Pruſſian ſubſidy, he hoped, would make 


' miniſters doubly cautious in binding the Emperor to the 
performance of his engagements. He ſaid, he thought 
the moſt vigorous exertions neceſſary, but he earneſtly 


exhorted and adviſed miniſters to ſee that the public ſervices 
were properly executed and duly fulfilled. His Lordſhip 


took notice of what had fallen from the Marquis of Lanſdown, 


reſpecting the ſeamen and the poor, which he thought would 
anſwer no good purpoſe, but might do much miſchief by 


promoting diſcontent among the one and the other. 


Type Marguis of Lan/down roſe to explain as ta two points, 
which had been much adverted to in the courſe af the debate. 


It had been conſidered by more than one Noble Lord, as if he 
meant to infuſe diſcontented ideas into the minds of our ſeamen 


and into the minds of the poor. Nothing could be farther 
from his intention. He appealed to the whole tenour of his 
life againſt the inſinuation, that he was capable of throwing 

out hints to catch at popularity, by exciting diſcontent. He 


was above ſuch conduct. He equally deſpiſed catching at 


popularity by infuſmg diſcontent into one order of the people 
on the one hand, or baſeneſs to the Court on the other. Miniſ- 
ters themſelves, early in the ſeſſion, had declared that the 
ſituation of the poor demanded particular attention. What he 
had ſaid of the ſeamen he would not depart from. It was no 
new thought. Many officers with whom he had converſed 


for years, gave it as their opinion, that the principal caule of 


the difficulty in manning the navy, was the wages having been 
continued ſo long at an inadequate rate. If, then, money was 
ſo plenty, why not apply ſome of it to remove a difficulty of 


ſuch conſequence? More eſpecially as we know that the 
French had introduced an entire new ſyſtem in the diſtribution 


of prize-money ; a ſyſtem founded on a principle infinitely 
more advantageous to their ſailors, than that which governed 


our diſtribution of prize-money. Our ſeamen were not, he 


hoped, likely to know of this; but he had heard of matter fo 


| important upon that ſubject, that he thought it fit to hint at it, 


merely that miniſters might inquire into it. With regard to 
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the poor, he heartily wiſhed that ſome means were adopted to 


| convince them that their ſituation was adverted to by their Lord- 


Thips. But was any thing he had ſaid, calculated to infuſe diſ- 


content into their heads? They wanted not his information to 
remind them of their ſufferings. They felt them in their 
heads, their bodies, and their hearts. He had information 
from various parts, that the accumulating burden of poor-rates 
| From the families of manufacturers who could not get employ- 
ment, the families of milftia-men, and of men who inliſted 

For ſoldiers, was ſuch as to call loudly for relief. Add to this 
the burden of other taxes, which, although often ſaid to be 


paid by the rich, made the rich man richer and the poor man 


poorer. Was he then, who warned miniſters of this inform- 
ation with a view of preventing evil, to be charged with fo- 
menting diſaffection? His character he truſted was fufficient 
to ſet ſuch calumny at dekance. He repeated it, that he was 
above ſtooping to the practice of exciting popular diſcontent 
in any ſet of men whatever. He paid a high compliment to 
the eſtabliſhment of the Board of Agriculture; it was, he ſaid, 
a wiſe ant a provident meaſure; but the beſt eſtabliſhments 
could do little good if our capital were diverted in other 
channels. Much capital had been brought into this country 
as the ſafeſt depot during the war, the greater part of which 
muſt be drawn back ſoon after peace. Would any miniſter 
ſay that the Governor and Deputy-governor of the Bank of 


England were of opinion, that there was no danger from ſuch 


a drain of ſpecie as the loan to the Emperor muſt occaſion ? 
He recommended particular attention to our navy, and to 
alleviating the wants of the poor, who if they found that there 


was an intention of improving their condition, would wait 


with patience and with thankfulneſs for its being gradually 
carried into effet. : 5 N 
The Marquit of Abercorn ſaid, he roſe to make a ſingle ob- 


ſervation 3 he wiſhed to know, if, by voting for the preſent 


addreſs, he or any Noble Lord, or the Hoeſe, were pledged 
or committed to vote hereafter either for the principle or the 
detail of the meaſure when it came before them at large? 
Were that not the caſe, he would willingly vote for the addreſs 
moved by his Noble Friend, as he diſliked oppoſing Govern- 


ment, when he could poſſibly avoid it; otherwiſe, he ſhould. 


vote for the addreſs as amended by the Noble Marquis. If it 
was underſtood, that Noble Lords, who voted for the addreſs, 
were not committed or pledged for the ſuture, he would rather 
vote for the motion, in the form which his Noble Friend beſt 


. 


Ws 5 . 
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Lerd Grenville ſaid, he could not better explain his meaning | 


then by reading the words which the Noble Marquis had 


moved to be left out; thoſe words conveyed his idea diſtinctly, 


His Lordſhip read the words, and added an obſervation or 


two on their import, to ſtate that the meaſure itſelf was-not 
before the Houſe, and conſequently its detail _could not be 


gone into. 


The Marquis of ee ſaid, if he underſtood the anſwer 


of his Noble Friend rightly, he meant, that he and other Noble | 


Lords were not committedeitheras to the principle or the detail, 
by their vote in ſupport of the addreſs that night, He wiſhed 
that his Noble Friend and he ſhould clearly underſtand each 


other, and he was far from meaning to entangle his Noble 
Friend with any mere verbal diſtinction. Indeed his Noble 


Friend knew, from his whole condu in life, that he was above 
any ſuch artifice; but as he had only anſwered him by reading 


thepart of the addreſs moved to be left out by the Noble Marquis, 
he was anxious that the preciſe point ſhould be aſcertained 
and fixed, that the Houſe and individual Lords might under- 


ſtant! that they would not by their vote of that evening be 
pledged or committed, either to the principle or the detail of 
the meaſure at all events. 

Lord Grenville ſaid, certainly the Houſe would not ſtand 


- pledged by their vote of that evening to ſupport the meaſure at 


all events, but that the addreſs went to an approbation of the 


general principle of accommodating the Emperor with a loan 


of {ix millions, upon the views ſtated in the enen rom his 
Majeſty. _ 7 

The 1 of Abercorn ſaid a few words i in reply. 

The amendment was negatived, and the addreſs, as moved 
by Lord Grenville, carried without a diviſion. _ | 

Ba pai: at half an * . Was 0 clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| Moxpay, Feb. h. 
Sir William Yonge, after a ſhort introduQtory oc, re , repre- 
ſenting the hardſhips ſuffered by poor perſons, from the dif- 
cretionary power of overſeers, moved for leave to bring in a. 


Bill to repeal ſo much of the Act 9g Geo. I. as prevents relief 


being given to certain poor perſons at their own houſes. 


= 


vun. 9, WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 25 


a N Mr. 8 ſeconded the motion. He ſaid that he had denn | 


twenty years a magiſtrate ; and had found'this Act the greateſt 
grievance in the exerciſe of his duty. The poor naturally 
| looked up for relief to the country gentlemen, whom the law 


placed in the ſituation of magiſtrates, but in conſequence of 


the regulations of this At, they were prevented from being 
able to afford them any aſſiſtance. The overſeers refuſed to 
give the poor the ſmalleſt ſuccour, except they conſented to 
go into their houſes, for the ſupply of which they contracted 


with perſons who engaged to furniſh proviſions at the cheapeſt 

rate, and which, of conſequence, were very ſcantily and incom- 
pony ſupplied. He ſtated ſeveral inſtances of the extreme 
Ha 


hardſhip and inhumanity of the mode of 
adopted under the preſent ſyſtem. END | 
Ar. Powys ſaid, that he heartily agreed with the Hon. 
Mover and Seconder, both as to the juſtice of their complaints, 
and the propriety of the object which they had in view. 'The 
beſt mode, however, of effecting the object, he thought would 
be, inſtead of the motion which they had propoſed, to move for 
leave to bring in a Bill, to explain ſo much of an Act, &c. 
This was accordingly agreed to, and Sir William Yonge, 
Mr. Buxton, and Mr. Powys, were appointed to prepare and 
bring in the ſame. 4 


treating the poor, 


A . 


Hr. Stanley preſented a petition from the inhabitants of 


Mancheſter, He read the petition, which expreſſed the ſen- 
timents of the petitioners, as to the impropriety of interfering 
in the meaſures of Government in the preſent criſis, and their 

diſapprobation of the conduct of thoſe perſons in the neigh- 

bourhood, who had petitioned for an immediate peace. 
The petition, Mr. Stanley ſaid, was accompanied by a letter 
addrefled to him from the Gentleman who had been Chairman 
of the meeting. It ſtated that the preſent petition was figned 
by 13,938 perſons, among whom were all the gentlemen of the 


reateſt fortune and reſpectability in the town and neighbour. 
| — ; that not one of theſe ſignatures had been folicited, and 
that all thoſe who had ſigned the petition for an immediate 


peace were held in general odium. 


The Bill for receiving Dutch property into his Majeſty's 
warchouſes, went through a Committee with amendments. 


_—_ 
I 


s  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [leave 
1 j OF LORDS. -.....-- 

„ / ((c 
The order of the day for ſummoning their Lordſhips being 
be Hole of Bedford ſaid, that when he gave notice of his 


intention to bring forward the ſubject again, to which he 


mould call the attention of the Houſe, and moved, that their 


Lordſhips ſhould be ſummoned, he had hoped that ſome Noble 
Lord of greater weight than himfelf, and better qualified to 


do it juſtice, would have come forward with the ſecond 
motion. In that hope he had been diſappointed, and it fell to 


| his lot to ſtate to their Lordſhips the grounds upon which he 


again obtruded himſelf on their notice. After the treatment 
which his former motion had experienced, he was ready to 
own that he had no very ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs upon the 
preſent oocaſion. But he ſtill conceived ſome declaration to 
be neceſſary on the part of the Houſe, with reſpect to the 
preciſe ſituation in which this country ſtood towards France. 


The addreſs which had been brought forward to ſuperſede his 


Former motion, he conſidered to be inadequate to the purpoſe 


which he had in view, to tend to diſcourage the people of 
England, and to hold out to the enemy, that no peace could 
be made with any republican government in France: Such was, 


in his mind, the effect of that addreſs. If miniſters contended 
that he had miſrepreſented its tendency, another declaration 
ought to be adopted to remove that miſrepreſentation. Such 
a declaration ought particularly to be adopted in the preſent 
crilis, when the country was about to be forced into another 
carapaign, rather than miniſters would conſent to recant their 
error; for fuch was the term, mild as it was; which he would 
apply to the conduct of miniſters in the preſent conteſt, a term 


which the majority of that Houſe, as well as of the country, 


knew to have been well merited, however reluctant ſome might 


be to make the confeſhon. He objected to the expreſhon in 


the former addreſs, which ftated it to have been the uniform 
deſire manifeſted by his Majeſty to conclude a peace with any 
government in France, that appeared capable of maintaining 
the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity with other coun- 


tries. He faid, that he, for one, was ignorant of any fuch 


defire having been expreſſed by his Majeſty : Many in this 


country were alſo ignorant of the circumſtance, and all the 


people of France, he might venture to ſay, fo far from knows 
ing it, were convinced to the contrary. He did not wiſh to pro- 


poſe to their Lordſhips to come to any declaration, merely to 
pleaſe the people of France, That had been aſcribed to him, 


when 
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when he laſt agitated the ſubject, but without the ſmalleſt 


; grounds of truth to ſupport it. He conceived that when we 
were at war with a country, all Europe, but that country moſt 


eſpecially, ought to know for what purpoſe the war was carried 


on, and what was the object which we had in view. 


Having thus reaſoned. by way of preliminary, his Grace 


aid, he muſt take the liberty of referring to ſome of his old 
arguments, and that becauſe they appeared to him to be unan- 


ſwerable, as well from the ſtrong facts on which they were 
founded, and becauſe leaſt had hitherto been faid in anſwer 
to them in the courſe of the former debate. He ſhould 


begin therefore with adverting to the different declarations 
which had been publiſhed by Britiſh commanders, and con- 
tended, that from the plain language of them all, it appeared 


that the war, on our part, was carried on with a view to the 


re-eſtabliſhment of monarchy in France. He was aware that 


it might be ſaid, that theſe were wrong the declarations of 


officers and commanders, and not the acts of Government it- 


felf. For his part, he held miniſters reſponſible for the con- 


duct of their officers, and therefore he was entitled to deem 


them the declarations of his Majeſty's miniſters, juſt as much 


as if they had been ſigned and avowed by them officially. 


What were the French to infer from the ſtrong expreſſions of 


a defire to reſtore monarchy, that run through all theſe de- 
clarations, when they ſaw that deſire backed by powerful 
armies and fleets? His Grace ſaid, he would not trouble their 

Lordſhips with reading the ſeveral declarations, which he meant 
to refer to, at e FA it would be too long an intruſion 
on their Lordſhips time; he would merely read abſtracts of 
each, to ſupport his argument. At the ſame time he was 


aware, that it might be ſaid, that he only read extracts, be- 


cauſe other parts of the declarations contained very oppolite 


| ſentiments to thoſe on which he ſhould inſiſt, had been held 
forth by different officers on different occaſions of the war; 


but the reaſon why he ſhould ſelect theſe extracts in prefer- 
_ ence to the whole contents of each declaration were, becauſe 
no ſubſequent expreſſions could do away the grounds on which 
the French were invited to join his Majeſty's ſtandard, and 
to come under the protection of the Britiſh government. 
The declarations to which he referred, thoſe of Lord Hood 
and General O'Hara, were in point of good faith to be con- 
| ſidered as ſanctioned by his Majeſty, though not agcompanied 
with his name, as they had not been contradicted by any ſub- 


ſequent declaration. But there were others-proceeding direct- 


ly from his Majeſty ; and in theſe, attempts had been made to 
point out ſome ambiguous expreſſions, implying that we might 
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be induced to treat with ſome other government beſides a mo- 
_narchy—expreſſions, which if they admitted of the interpret- 
ation thus attempted to be given them, made his Majeſty 
contradict himſelf in thoſe other paſſages in which the er 
was aſſerted. The expreſſions in one of the declarations 
went ſo far as to affirm that there was no intermediate ſtep 
between anarchy and monarchy. In another, the French 
were called upon to reſtore the empire of law, religion, and 
morality, not by adopting any juſt and equitable form of go- 
vernment, but by joining the ſtandard of monarchy. They 
were not left to ſuppoſe that the reſtoration of law, religion, 
and morality, might depend upon themſelves ; the preciſc 
ſtep which they were to take was pointed out to them. He 
was not verſed in the ſubtleties of language, he was a plain 
fimple man, and there was no other meaning which he could 
annex to theſe declarations than that which he had already 
mentioned, and which appeared to be the conſtruction that 
every plain man, from reading them, would affix to the words 
they contained. He appealed to the common ſenſe of their 
Lordſhips, whether ſuch was not the only obvious meaning 
that could be deduced from the nature of the expreſſions em- 
ployed. Government did more, they did not even give to 
the French the option of creating a monarchy for themſelves, 
or eee. their own judgment with reſpect to the limita- 
tions to be fixed to the regal power. They required them, in 
the firſt inſtance, to adopt the old deſpotic form of govern- 
ment, as the pledge of the ſincerity of their intentions to 
reſtore the empire of law, religion, and morality; afterwards, 
indeed, to be modified as circumſtances might admit: 
If we turned our eyes to the declarations of General 
Wurmſer, the Prince of Saxe Cobourg, and the other leaders 
of the allies, we thould find the ſame language held. He 
therefore concluded, that from all that the French had ſeen, 
either of us, or of our allies (for the conduct of our allies 
we muſt alſo conſider ourſelves reſponſible, as by our means 
alone they had been enabled to carry on the war, which they 
mult otherwiſe have been compelled to relinquiſh), they had 
no reaſon to ſuppoſe that we would treat with any other go- 
vernment in France, except a monarchy. What reliance 
could they have on our amicable diſpoſitions ? Had we, when 
victorious at the commencement of the war, made the flight- 
eſt adyances, or even teſtified the moſt remote inclination to 
offer them peace? With reſpect to the aſſertion, that France 
Was at preſent incapable of maintaining the accuſtomed re- 
lations of peace and amity, he deſired their Lordſhips to look 
to thoſe nations Who had remained neutral during the conteſt. 


To America, Sweden, and Denmark, did not France ſhew 


| herſelf to be fully capable of maintaining all the accuftomed | 


relations of peace and amity? Of this, the French muſt 


themſelves be aware, they muſt alſo be ſenfible that it could 


not but be perceived in this country, and therefore from our 


conduct, more particularly from this pretext why we 'ought 


not to treat, they could only conclude that the war in which 


we were now engaged, was a war carried on againft their ex- 


iſting government. The motion which he meant to conclude 
with propoſing, was one that would clear all doubts, and, if 

adopted, certainly tend much to procure peace, by effectually 
removing the obſtacle, that at preſent operated as a bar to 
negotiation. At the ſame time he had been extremely cau- 
- tious to expreſs his motion in ſuch terms as not to interfer 
with the operations of the Executive Government, or hav 

any effect to cripple their exertions. He never would inter- 
fere with the Executive Government, till every poſhble at- 
tempt to induce them to perform what he conſidered to be 

their duty to their country in the prefent inſtance had been 
rendered fruitteſs. The ſubject to which his motion referred 
had been fo hackneyed, that it ſcarcely admitted of any thing 
new. He would not enter into the origin of the war ; he 
would even grant to the other fide, for the ſake of argument, 
that it had been rendered neceſſary from the aggreſſion, 
There were only one or two points which had formerly been 


inſiſted on, to which he ſhould then call their attention: Firſt, - 


it had been contended, that the effect of any declaration ex- 


preſſive of a deſire for peace, would be to raiſe the ſpirit of 


the French, and to depreſs the people of this country. So 
far was he from believing this, that he did not conſider it 


poſſible to. elevate the ſpirit of the French to a higher pitch, 


or communicate to them a greater degree of energy than they 
at preſent poſſeſſed. Had they not chained victory to their 
car, and rode triumphant through the fertile plains of Brabant 


and Flanders? Had they not beat the enemies back as faſt as 


they advanced, and obtained complete poſſeſſion of Holland? 

Had not the ſentiments of the army remained ſteady and un- 
ſhaken amidſt all the viciſſitudes of party, all the conteſts for 
power, all the changes of men? What effect had the deſertion 


of their favourite General Dumourier, who had ſo often led 


them on to victory and to triumph? On no occaſion had they 
thewn the ſmalleſt ſymptom” of diſaffeQion to the republic. 


They now conceived themſelves to be fighting in à cauſe 
of all others the moſt calculated to inſpire animation—the 

defence of their liberty. They were fighting for freedom, 
not indeed that ſort of freedom which he was either prepared 
JJ 86 1 ta 


* 


Fes, 12.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 9 


a 


— 


777... CEE a ACE ER EC ENS 
. OS : „ 1 „ Y Y V% 
- — — . — n * * = 1 - _— * 


SED ER 


— 


90 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. F[LLoxns. 


to applaud, or deſirous to enjoy, but what they conceived to 
be freedom; and that they had proved was ſufficient to ſtimu- 

late them to efforts and exertions unparalleled in hiſtory. Such 
was the war on their part; on the part of this country it was 
a war of oppreſſion—a war in order to impoſe upon France 
a government contrary to the wiſhes of the people. As to 
the other argument urged againſt ſuch a declaration, that it 


would tend to depreſs the people of this country, he believed 
it would have a quite different effect. He, for one, had de- 
clared, and he was aflured that there were many others actu- 


ated by the ſame ſentiment, that, if ſuch a declaration was 


adopted, he would come forward, and give his ſupport to the 


meaſures of Government. There was, indeed, one claſs of 
en in the country who might be depreſſed by ſuch a decla- 
ation :—They were thoſe who, having been greatly ſhocked 
with the enormities that had been committed in France, had 
been induced to approve of the idea of a war of retaliation and 


revenge; he heartily wiſhed thoſe might be diſappointed, who 
were advocates for proſecuting the war, on the baſe principle of 


malice and reſentment; the ſpirits of ſuch men, he confeſſed, 


| he wiſhed to be damped, and their purpoſe to be defeated. 


The Duke quoted the ſentiment of a perſon, whoſe au- 
thority he conſidered as entitled to great weight —* That 
the people of France would quickly become tired of the war, 


if they perceived that it was only carried on by the obſtinacy 


of their rulers.” He ſaid, he was the more inclined to give 
confidence to this remark applied to the people of France, as 
he ſaw it verified with reſpect to the people of England, who 
had lately become tired of the war, becauſe they perceived 
that it was only carried on by the obſtinacy of miniſters. 


What but obſtinacy could induce them to perfiſt in the war 


under the preſent circumſtances? What rational proſpects 
could they hold out of its fucceſsful termination-? It was 
evident that they themſelves had no ſuch proſpects. The 
only grounds of hope to which they were able to reſort were 
thoſe which had been ſo often repeated and ſo much hackney- 


ed, and which afforded ſo lender a conſolation, namely, the 
ruined ſtate of the French finances, and the ſpirit of royaliſm 


{till exiſting in France. 


He would not enter into the queſtion of finance; he would 


allow to miniſters all the advantage of their ſtatements, only 
remarking that their prediction of the total ruin of the French 


finances had been repeated from day to day, and year after 
year, and had, in every inftance, proved fallacious, France 
would continue to reſiſt while her ſoil remained productive, 
and would apply the laſt piece of her coin to tlie Sache 

* | - . 5 of 


* 7 
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of the public ſervice. As to the ſpirit of royaliſm, where 
_ &id its ſymptoms appear, or how were its effects diſplayed ? 
His Grace referred to what ht had ſtated in his former ſpeech 
of the tranſactions at Toulon, la Vendée, and Alſace, &c. 
As a proof, however, of the exiſtence of a ſpirit of royalty, 
a triumphant inſtance had been produced of a man, who, 
having written a pamphlet, in its favour, was immediately 


conſigned to the guillotine. That man had not yet been ſent 


to the guillotine; he was ſtill in the ſituation of a perſon 
amenable to the laws which he had violated. But if any in- 
ference was to be drawn from this pamphlet of the prevalence 


of a ſpirit of royalty, was not he, from the circumſtance f 


ſeveral pamphlets having been publiſhed at Paris in favour of 
peace, entitled to ſtate the exiſtence of a-pacitic diſpoſition in 
France? If there ſtill remained a tendency to royaliſm, it 
muſt chiefly be centered in the French army, and would be 
molt effectually drawn forth by the eſtabliſhment of peace. 
I) here was one other argument to which he would advert, 
namely, that it would be diſgraceful and humiliating to Eng- 
land to offer peace. The honour of the country, it was 
| urged, called upon us to proſecute the war. Such was his 
regard for the honour of the country, that he would ſooner 
ſhed his blood than conſent to violate it. But the more faſci- 
nating any argument appeared, which was drawn from the 
| bone the country, the greater deliberation was neceſſary 
in order to eſtimate the degree of weight which was due to 
it. It was proper carefully to diſcriminate between what in 


the preſent inſtance miniſters might be diſpoſed to confound, - 
their. own honour, and the honour of England. That 
diſtinction, he feared, had been more than once confounded _ 


during the progreſs of the war. Had the fleets or armies of 
England been diſgraced in the preſent conteſt? No; the 

gallant men employed in the different ſervices had done their 
duty. If diſgrace any-where exiſted, it was only in her 
counſels. He contended that it never could be diſgraceful to 
adopt that line of conduct which was dictated by prudence, : 


and ſanctioned by the moſt approved maxims of the policy of 
_enlightened nations. Let me intreat you,” ſaid his Grace, 
6 to conſider the number of your brave countrymen, who. 


have already fallen in this unhappy conteſt, and that the con- 
tinent, which has been, I may ſay, drenched with blood, is 
again about to become the ſcene of freſh ſlaughter, without 
one effort having been made on your part to prevent jt. Are 
you deaf to the cries of the 1 ae Are your hearts ſteeled 
againſt the tears of the widow? Have you no feeling of the 
wide-ſpread circle of calamity which war occafions? Have 
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vou failed to: reſlect that of the many thouſands who fall in 
battle, there is not one, however inſignificant the individual 
may be, whoſe loſs does not furuiſh a ſource of irreparable 

regret to a train of ſurvivors ?—And, with ſuch a picture of 

/ the miſeries of war preſented to your minds, can you for a 
moment heſitate to exert your endeavours to reſtore the bleſſ- 

ings of peace, and diminiſh the ſum of ſuch complicated wretch- _ 
edneſs? Will you not at leaſt be induced to make the attempt ? 
If you do not, the cries of the unhappy victims of war will 
again be uttered : They will penetrate theſe walls, and you 
will not be able to lay your hands upon your hearts, and ſay, 


that they do not ſound to you as cries of reproach. In that 


moment I ſhall feel the conſolation of having attempted to do 
my duty upon the preſent occaſion ; and, I hope, many of 
your Lordſhips, by voting, for the motion. this night, will 
enable yourſelves to do the ſame.” His Grace concluded with 
moving the following reſolution ;— | OE. 


„ Reſolved, | = „ „ 
„ That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that the actual ſituation of tlie 
governing powers in France ought not to preclude the concluſion of 2 
ſpeedy peaee, if peace can be had upon ſuch terms as are in themſelves 
juſt and reaſonable; but if the ambition of France ſhould lead her to per- 
ſevere in hoſtilities, either for the purpoſe of her own aggrandiſement, or 
io carry into effect the principles of her own government in other countries, 
this Houſe feels itſelf called upon firmly and ſteadily to ſupport his Majeſty 


> 


in-the vigorous proſecution of the preſent war. 


Tord Hawkeſbury called their Lordſhips attention to what 
had already paſſed on the ſubject in that Houſe in the preſent 
ſeſſion 3 and firſt, he would refer them ro what had paſſed 
upon the diſcuſſion of an Addrefs to the Throne, in anſwer 
to his Majeſty's Speech. Their Lordfhips had upon that oc- 
eaſion profeſſed their determination to ſupport his Majeſty in 
the vigorous proſecution of the war. Within a month, the 
Noble Duke had come forward with a motion in direct con- 

tradition of the declaration made in their Lordſhips addreſs. 
Upon that occaſion, a Noble Friend of his (Lord Grenville) 
had propoſed an amendment, the ſubſtance of which was, 
as their Lordſhips knew,. to declare that on our part there 
was no objection to any form of government in France, pro- 
vided that form was capable of affording to us a ſecurity for 
the relation of amity and peace. To this amendment a large 
majority agreed, and indeed he thought that ſome ſuch de- 
claration was neceſſary, in order to clear up the miſconceived 
opinions and obviate falſe impreſſions, which had gone 
abroad, that his Majeſty's miniſters were averſe to treat for 

e peace 
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peace with any government but a monarchy, or a government 
of a monarchical form. That amendment was voted, and 
thence became a reſolution of the Houſe. It contained a 
full anſwer to the erroneous opinions that prevailed, and had 
been induſtriouſly circulated. Notwithſtanding this, within 
a few days, the Noble Duke comes forward with another 
motion, and ſtates, as the ground of it, that it was neceſſary 
to guard againſt that fame error. So much, his Lordſhip 
| ſaid, he thought proper to premiſe, before he proceeded to 
notice the immediate ſubject of the day. Zʃ,, EM 
_ _ With regard to the right which one government had to in- 
terfere with the government of another country, he thought. 
that right did not exift until the government of another f 
country did ſomething that immediately affected, or was likely 
to affect our own, and then he thought we had a right to 
interfere z this was a right which aroſe out of the principle 
of ſelf-preſervation, a principle as applicable to nations as it 
was to individuals. Whenever we ourſelves were ſecure, 
then the form of government in another country was en- 
tirely out of the queſtion. When we were in danger, no 
point could be clearer than that we had a right to interfere ; 
and in ſupport of this opinion there were the authorities of 
the beſt politicians which this or any other country ever had 
to boaſt of. This was well underſtood in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. The Noble Duke had read an extract of Lord 
| Hood's declaration at Toulon; parts of it he had not read, 
and therefore he would read thoſe-parts, to convince their 
Lordſhips how very different an import, the declaration, taken 
all together, bore, from that infiſted on by the Noble Duke. 
His Lordſhip read the declaration accordingly, With regard 
to what the Noble Duke had ſaid of that declaration, he muſt 
firſt obſerve, that it was a declaration made under very par- 
ticular circumſtances, when it was underſtood that the diſ- 
poſitions of the people there, and in many other parts of 
France, were in favoux of an hereditary monarchy ; but whe- 
ther the French had a monarchy or a republic, our main ob- 
ject was then, and was ftill, to obtain a ſafe and an honour- 
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The declaration of Lord Hood, arid the memorial of ano- = 

ther Noble Lord (Lord Auckland), were papers penned upon 5 

the preſſure of the moment, and publiſhed under ſpecial cir- | 5 


cumſtances, calculated to anſwer 'great and uſeful national 
_ purpoſes; till, however, they were the papers of individuals. 
There was no one aCt of government, as a government, in 
which it was ever held out that we ſhould not make peace 
with France until it adopted « particular form of A ape" | 
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The properly authentic document upon this ſubject was, his 
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Majeſty's declaration to the people of France, extracts of 


which his Lordſhip read, and maintained, that there was no 


particular form of government inſiſted upon in that decla- 
ration ; it only declared it to be his Majeſty's opinion, that a 


monarchy was the form of government moſt likely to reſtore 


order, but the choice was left to themſelves. After all that 


had been ſaid of the government of France, he was ready to 
declare it as his opinion, that it was not to the form of tlie 


government of France that we ought to look, it was to the 
character of her government; whether it be monarchical, 


democratical, or ariſtocratical, was of but little moment 
be the form what it might, it muſt have a character to be 
depended upon, before it would be ſafe to negotiate with or 
acknowledge it, and until that was the caſe we had a right 


to interfere for our own ſafety. This was the opinion of the 
moſt able writers, whoſe doctrines conſtituted that vaſt code 
of learning upon the law of nations, from the firſt of them 


down to the laſt, who was, perhaps, the beſt of them all: 
He alluded to Vatel and Saint Foix, who, their Lordſhips knew, 
id, eſpecially the former of the two, that where a nation was 


reſtleſs and ambitious, always intent upon diſturbing the 


peace of other nations, it was the duty of thoſe nations to 


aſſociate for the purpoſe of putting it in ſuch a ſtate as not to 


be able to diſturb them again. (His Lordſhip read the extract 
in point.) As to the obſervation of the Noble Duke, that the 


war might be ſuppoſed to be carried on for revenge, that he 


muſt utterly deny; it was not for revenge, it was for ſecurity; 
and he mult add, that if the Noble Duke really thought that 


miniſters were carrying on the war to ſave their own honour, 


- inſtead of ſaving the honour of the nation, the beſt motion 


He could make, would be, for an Addrefs to his Majeſty to 
diſmiſs them from his ſervice. He really thought that the 


amendment, moved by his Noble Friend the other day, ap- 
plied to the motion of the Noble Duke, upon the ſubject 
then before the Houſe, was quite as explicit a declaration 
as miniſters ought to make upon the point of the form of 
government of France. It ſtated, that we ſhould be ready to 
treat for peace whenever there ſhould be a government that 
could give us any ſecurity. The motion of the day intimated, 


that the preſent was that form of government in France; he 
thought entirely otherwiſe, and therefore he was bound to 


oppoſe the motion. He thought, that by attempting to treat 


with the French at this time, we ſhould put ourſelves in a 


worſe ſituation than we are in at preſent; there was nothing 


to convince him that their preſent government was fo altered 
| | ö „ from 
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from the government of Robeſpierre, as to make it ſafer now 


than it would have been then, in any reſpect whatſoever ; for 
although there was a little out ward alteration, their principles 
were the ſame 3 he had ſaid long ago, that there was no ſtabi- 
lity in the government under that tyrant, and the event had 
proved it. ; | 


If we withed to know what would probably be the reſult 


of attempting to negotiate, and rely on the good faith of the 


French government, we ſhould look at the fate of Holland. 
The Dutch, alarmed at preſent danger, inſtead of vigoroully 
preparing to repel it, weakly imagined they ſhould be able 


to obtain peace from France, and difpatched Commiſſaries 
to negotiate it with the Commiſſioners of the Convention, 
then with the French army. Thoſe Commiſſaries, on their 
arrival, deſired an immediate armiſtice, as they were come 
to treat for peace. The Commiſhoners of the Convention 
told them, that they could not formally grant their requeſt, 
but that they had an armiſtice in effect; that as to negotiating 


for peace, they had no powers to negotiate on that point, the 


Commiſſaries muſt go to Paris. They would not grant them 


a paſſport as Commiſſaries, but merely a common pailport, 
ſuch as was given to citizens in general. The Commiſſaries 


proceeded. In the mean time, the Dutch, Julled into a fatal 
ſecurity, were off their guard, and the French took poſſeſſion 
of all Holland. What had been the conſequence of this new 
friendſhip of the French to the Dutch? Already they treated 
them like a conquered nation—they had put almoſt every 
thing in requiſition 3 he held in his hand a document which 
would h ˙ ˙ | Fa: 
_ His Lordſhip read the proclamation of the States General to 
the people of Holland, dated at the Hague, and recently pub- 
liſhed, dictated, he ſaid, by the French, and drawn in a man- 
ner as artful as poſſible; a proceeding by which the property al- 


ready put in requiſition by the French in Holland, amounted to 


about a million ſterling. In, reading that proclamation, his 
Lordſhip pointed out the artful and infidious terms in which 
it had been expreſſed, and the great caution uſed to render it 
palatable, In the early part of it the phraſe was, that the 
French had intimated a wiſh for a ſupply of certain articles 
of which they ſtood in immediate need, Toward the cloſe 
of it, however, the States General thought proper to ſpeak 


out, and called upon the fubjects of Holland to comply with  - 


the requiſition, and not oblige the French ro have recourſe to 
violent meaſures to enforce it. His Lordſhip commented at 
ſome length on this proclamation and its effect. This, he 
laid, was a proof of their adherence to their declaration of 
I „ | ] : not 
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2 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lon pt, 
not interfering with the government of other countries pre- 
vious to their famous decree and declaration of the 19th of 
November 1792, which decree Noble Lords had declared to 
have been abandoned and completely done away: Z 
It had been ſaid, that the French government had already 
been acknowledged by other powers, and that no evils had 
reſulted from that acknowledgment, It was difficult, per- 
haps, to calculate what the evils might be that would reſult 
from it. As far as we had any opportunity of judging, we 
ſaw nothing to envy in the condition of thoſe who had ac- 
knowledged them; they were equally enemies to republics as 
to monarchies; we all knew how they had treated the republic 
of Geneva, and other powers. In Geneva, a ſtate purely 
democratical, and immediately under the wing of France, as 
it. were, the country had been treated as a conquered country. 
All the great and rich men, ſelected for puniſhment or 
k fine, either maſſacred or driven away. Look to Genoa,' a 
ſtate of an ariſtocratical form; had that been treated as it 
ought to have been, ſince the French got footing in it ? Had 
they dealt always in the moſt honourable way with Denmark 
and Sweden? It was faid alſo, that they had been acknow- 
ledged by the American republic; it muſt be obvious that 
they were at too great a diſtance to be much affected by them, 
at leaſt for a long time, for they muſt. conquer many coun- 
tries, and have the entire dominion of the ſeas, before. they 
could materially affect America; and yet they had tried, as 
their Lordſhips knew, through the medium of Monſ. Genet; 
nor would he be reſponſible for the part they might take with 
regard to Sweden or Denmark, if they could get into Holſtein, 
or any part of the Daniſh territories. It would then be ſeen 
how they would treat that ally. It was alſo to be conſidered, 
that one reaſon, why they deem it impolitic to carry on hoſtile 
operations againſt Sweden, Denmark, and the United States 
of America, was, that they got their warlike ſtores, and 
all the means of carrying on the preſent war, from thoſe 
countries. In ſhort, he had no doubt of the part they would 
take wherever they ſhould happen to have any power. From 
all theſe conſiderations, he muſt ſay, that the character of the 
preſent government was ſuch as we could not treat with. 
When the government would be ſuch as to make it ſafe for 
us to treat, he could not ſay, the ſooner the better; but he 
believed he ſpoke the language of a majority of their Lord- 
ſhips, when he ſaid, that negotiation for peace, without con- 
fidence in its ſucceſs, was worſe than war; and therefore 
there would be no good in attempting to negotiate now. He 
wes ready to declare it to be his opinion that thoſe rer | 
C | | tende 
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tended to protract inſtead of iccelerating the very object 
which they all had in view, namely, 4 ſafe and an honourable 
peace; let their Lordſnips but refleQt on the idea going forth 

in France, that the Houſes of Parliament of this country in- 
terfered with Government in the conduct of the war, the 
conſequence muſt- be that of making the enemy the mort 
firm and reſolute; which muſt of conrſe protrat the War. 


| Either miniſtets ought ke be left to their reſponſibility, or an 
addreſs, as he hat before ſaid; bught to be moved, praying 
his Majeſty to diſmiſs them. At preſent, however, a great 


majority of both Houſes declined that interference; and he 


would appeal to what had paſſed on that fubject in this great 


city, and in other great towns, and afk their Lordſhips 
whether they were not ſatisfied that a large majofity of a 
che reſpeQtable and wealthy people in the kingdom concurred 
entirely with his Majeſty's government with reſpect to the 
proſecution of the wat! His opinion was, therefore, that 


all motions of this kind wete _—_—— ſehfe of 7 


Houſe had been taken already upon t jet, and he hope 
that nothing had happened fince to change the opinion of 
their Lordſhips ; he ſhotild therefore take the liberty of moving 
the previous queſtion © 3 
Type Dute of Graſton ſaid, from the infirm ftate of his 
health, he had gteat doubts whether he ſhould be able to 
deliver his fentiments that niglit with ſufficient ſtrength to be 
heard; but he thought it became him, out of duty to his King 
and country, out of reſpect to their Lordfhips, and in juftice 
to himſelf, to run the riſk of attempting it. The Duke ſaid, 
he had not attended the Houfe that ſeffron before, but if he 
might truſt the public prints, for what they had ſtated of 


what had paffed if they had ſtated it truly, he found that 
the declarations of miniſters ſhifted fo frequently, and had 


changed fo often, that there was no catching them or fixing 


them to a point. Their Lordſhips, he reminded them, were 
colied e e ONE I RENE 


Speech from the throne on opening the ſeſſion, to give their 
advice and aſſiſtance to the Crown, at a period that called for 
the full exeftion of their energy and wifdom; bat could _ 


give their advice reſpecting a wat, of which they neither | 
knew the principle nor object? His Grace faid, he did not 


preſume to imagine that what fell from Him in that Houſe, 
lived in the recollection of their Lordfhips ; bat in delivering 
his ſentiments laſt year, ſo convinced in his own mind was 
he of the wrong train of meaſures that miniſters were pur-⸗ 
ſuing, that he ventured to undergo the mortification of dif- 
fering from his own family, his perfoual connexions, and his 
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beſt friends, on the ſtate of public affairs. On his conſcience 
he wes then, and was ſince ſtill more perſuaded, that by a. 
continuance in this ſyſtem, the Throne itſelf would be in 
danger, the country might be undone, and were he not to 
ſay ſo, his own peace of mind would be diſturbed for ever; 
for he could not reſt for a moment, if he did not take all, 
conſtitutional means in his power, to awaken his fellow- ſub - 
jects, and alarm them of their danger. The motion of the 
Noble Duke had his entire concurrence. In proportion as 
any man was attached to the conſtitution of this country: (by 
the word conſtitution, he did not mean the empty ſound, 
which ſome perſons had of late appeared to be fond of re- 
peating, but the real eſſence of our conſtitution, to which 
he hoped many of their Lordſhips were ſtill ſincerely attached), 
the more a man thought of the commerce and proſperity of 
the country, the more he thought of the wounds that had 
been given to that conſtitution 3 and the. more he thought of 
the diſaſters that had befallen that commerce, the more his 
Mdignation mult ariie againſt thoſe who had been the cauſe 
of it all. Let their Lordſhips but compare all the diſaſters 
that at any former time had happened to this country with thoſe 
which overwhelmed it at preſent, and they would all vaniſh; 
there was nothing in the hiſtory of this world, that was equal 
to what was now paſſing in Europe. If we looked at the 
part which Great Britain was acting in the ſcene, we ſhould 
find that ſhe was riſking her own diſſolution, for an object 
which reaſon and experience proved to be unattainable. . _ 
The motion of the Noble Duke he liked- the better, be- 
cauſe it mentioned nothing of the juſtice and neceſſity of the 
war; it left thoſe points entirely alone, and allowed Noble 
Lords to make for themſelves what diſtinctions they pleaſed 
upon that ſubject; for the real queſtion was not then, how 
we became involved in the war, but what was belt to be done 
for the ſalvation of the ſtate; and, taking it in that view, = 
the apparent benefits of the motion were ſo clear to him, 
that he was aftoniſhed they did not appear to every Noble 
Lord in that Houſe as they appeared to himſelf. The leading 
thing to be conſidered was, that the people of this country 
ſhould know upon what ground they were to bear the burdens 
which this dreadful war was to create, and what was to be 
the extent of ſuch burdens, in order that they might know 
for what they were to prepare themſelves ; for the various de- 
claratizns of miniſters were ſo contradictory, and vhat paſſed 
that night made them more ſo, that it was impoſſible to un- 
derſtand them. It was by no means clear at this moment, 
whether, in the ſyſtem of miniſters, the return of a . ü 
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ical forra-of government in France, was not at all events to 


precede any negotiation for peace. He alluded to the opinion 


of the Earl of Mansfield, as he had ſeen it in a newſpaper, 
and wiſhed to know whether that Noble Earl really thought 
that we could not treat with any form of government in 


France. except a monarchy. He wiſhed: to know of what 


this country was compounded ; were we, or were we not, a 


mixt government and a free people? or did we live under 
11 


the dominion of Ruſſia? we were a mixt government, 
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then the motion of the Noble Duke was perfectly proper, 


becauſe it operated as an advice to miniſters, and conveyed 
proper information to the Public, of the grounds upon which 


a negotiation might commence. - It was at the ſame time cal- 


culated to do away that bar to negotiation, which miniſters had 


officiouſly placed in the way, and to preſerve the country 


from impending ruin. If it were merely a government under 


an Executive Council, then the motion was improper. If it 


was clear that there was no objeCtion to the perſons who 


have the government 'of France, there would then be ſome- 


thing to reſt upon; but if there was an objection to them, 


then certain conſiderations would deſerve to be weighed care- 
fully. Firſt, we ſhould conſider of the probability that they 
would be ſucceeded by a ſet of men, whoſe character might 
anſwer our wiſnes. Then, what was the length of time they 
muſt remain in adminiſtration before our miniſters ſnould 


think their power ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, before they ſhould 


think them ſtrong enough to be able to adhere to their ſtipu- 
 htions, ſo that we might negotiate with them ſafely. 
On the firſt point, the Duke was of opinion, that there was 


no proſpect that the preſent rulers would ſoon be ſucceeded by 


others; for by their moderate, merciful, and wiſe decrees, 
they formed a contraſt to the conduct of their laſt tyrant, and 


were daily gaining the affection of the people. On the ſe- 
cond point, therefore, it was unneceflary to make any ob- 
ſerrations, becauſe it was not likely to oecur while we were 
able to continue the war. His Grace declared that his beſt 
thanks were due to the Noble-Duke, for having brought for- 
ward a motion fo diſtinct and clear in its object, which, he 
hoped, their Lordſhips would, on ſo preſſing an occaſion, 


adopt. If it were rejected, the flag of deſpair would be held 


out to the people of England, they would ſee, that they had 
nothing left to cheer their hopes or raiſe their expectations; 
deſpondency and diftreſs would take place of that ſpirit and 


_ confidenee which were indiſpenſibly neceſſary,” under circum. . ' 
ſtances fo peculiarly urgent and critical as the preſent un- 


doubtedly were, He . the folly of ſuppoſing that 


the 
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Bedford's motion. 


again eſtabliſhed as, the form of the French government, it 


wo —WQODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [lens 
the pegple of England, forgetful of the ſolid bleſſings and 
zomforts they enjoyed under the Britiſh conſtitution, thirſted 
after French palitics, or were emulous of French liberty, that 
much-abuſed term]! Could rational and reflecting men be 
anxious to exchange the ſubſtance for the ſhadow? or to give 
up true happineſs and real freedom, for that ſyſtem of tyran- 


ny, eruelty, and oppreſſion, that preſumptuouſly called itſelf 

liberty, though it had nothing belonging te it but the name? 
He ſaid it would be extreme folly and magnets in miniſters to 
attempt to carry on the war longer by land; and in conſider- 


ing the propriety or impropriety of proſecuting it, the Houſe 


would do well to look to the ſituation of the allies of Great 
Britain. Holland had united with the enemy: Auſtria, with 
an enormous loan, was endeavouring to ſtir up the embers. 


into a flame, which it would be vain to expect would be clear 
and ſtrong. We might throw million after million in eon- 


tinental alliances, but experience proved that the only. effect 


they would bave, would be to drown and exhauſt the reſources 
of this country to no manner of purpoſe. His Grace con- 
cluded by expreſling his decided approbation of the Duke of 


| The Kerl of Mancpeld ſaid, he would confine himſelf to the 
propoſitions that had been brought forward that day, not 
merely from motives of indiſpoſition, but becauſe the ſubject 


had been fo fully treated before. His Lordſhip, began with 


making ſome obſervations, on what had fallen from the Noble 
Duke who had juſt {at down, : | And, firſt, he begged leave to : 


remark, that it, was extremely wyegulay te advert to newſ- 


paper accounts of what had paſſed in that or the other Houſe 
of Parliament; hard indeed would. it be fox their Lordſhips, 
if they were to be held bound by the words or the arguments 
which were imputed to them in newſpapers, which were fre- 
quently erroneous, to uſe the gentleſt term, never ſufficient- 
ly correct to be depended upon or brought forward in that 
Houſe. as authority. The ſame might be-faid of all written or 
private accounts of what paſſed in Parliament. If any newſ- 
paper had imputed to him a declaration that we never could or 
ought to negotiate a treaty with France, till a monarchy was 
had aſcribed an opinion to him, which he never had entor- 
tained, much, leſs avowed, If, on the other hand, it had 
been; ſtated: that his opinion was, that a government in France 


founded, on a monarchical baſis, was: the moſt likely to heal 


the wounds of that unhappy country, and to he ſuch a gouern- 
ment as this country could ſafely treat with, no more had been 
imputed to him than his ſincere ſentiments, ſuch, as they 


uni⸗ 
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_ uniformly had been, and were at that moment. After the 


reſolution lately come to by the Houſe, in which their Lord- 
| ſhips had declared their determination firmly and ſteadily to 
ſupport his Majeſty in the vigorous proſecution of the war, 
as affording at this time the only reaſonable expectation of 
permanent e, and peace to this country, and that the 
Houſe rehied on the defire, uniformly manifeſted by his Ma- 

| jelty, to effect a paciſieation on juſt and honourable grounds; 
with any government in France, under whatever form, which 
| ſhall appear capable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations 

of peace and amity with other countries, his Lordſhip ſaid, 
the motion that had that day been brought forward 57 the 
Nobile Duke, who opened the debate, appeared to him altoge- 
ther ſuperfluoug and unneceffary; and he could not hut think 


the Noble Nuke in the blue-ribband had ſupported it by fome 
arguments as extraordinary as he had ever liſtened to. The 
Noble Duke had told their Lordfhips, that, if the motion 
| thould be rejected, the flag of defpair would be held out, and 


the people would have nothing to cheer their hopes, nothi 
to raiſe their expectations. Did the Noble Duke then think 


that, if their Lordſhips were to act fo inconſiſtent a part, 
after the reſolution they had ſo recently voted, as to declare 


that they were ready to negotiate a peace with a government, 


which ſhould not appear capable of maintaining the accuſtom- 


ed relations of peace and amity with other countries, the hopes 


and expectations of the people would be raifed higher than 
they were at preſent? If ſuch was the meaning of the Noble 


Duke in the blue ribband, he at leaſt paid no great compli- 


ment to the underſtandings of the people of England. Surely 
if any man wiſhed to negotiate with others, the firft thing he 


would do, if he was tolerably wiſe, would be to inquire whe- 
ther thoſe with whom he was about to negotiate were ſincerely 
inclined to peace, and whether, if they were, they had the 
power of carrying their inclinations into effet—points ex- 


tremely neceflary to be aſcertamed and eftabliſhed, previous 


to the commencement of any negotiation z and he was afraid 
that, in both theſe points, the preſent rulers of France would 


be found deficient, 5 
Much had been faid of the predictions of his Majeſty's 


miniſters relative to the inſtability of the government of 


France, while in the hands of the different leaders of the | 


different factions who had fucceeded each other in 
_ ſince the overthrow-and deſtruction of the French monarchy. 


Their Lordfhips would elearly fee that he alluded to the times 


of Briſſot and Robeſpierre. He would aft, however, if 
thoſe predictions had not been verified ? and whether, con- 


ſidering 
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en WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY RPPORTS, FLonng, 
ſidering the known inveteracy of each faction againſt the 
other, it was in the ſmalleſt degree unlikely, that, had this 
country been imprudent enough to have treated with the go- 
vernment of France, with either of thoſe leaders, one of the 
| firſt acts of the ſucceſiors in power would not have been to 
reſcind the treaty of peace concluded with the preceding 
party, and renew the war with greater energy, when this 
country, having been lulled into a falfe and fatal ſecurity, 
might not have been equally well prepared for reſiſtance and 
defence? To ſhew-in what condition the French were, when 
the Briſſotines were overthrown, and the power of govern- 
ment wreited out of their hands, he would read to their Lord- 
ſhips an extract from the well-known work of their leader, 
Who expreſsly ſaid, it was time to ſpeak out, and to diſcloſe 
what had never before been developed, and was conſequentiy 
,, 5 - < x „3% ͤ¾ ˙᷑ 
The Earl then read a paſſage, which he tranſlated to the 
Houle ; and, having animadverted on its contents, he ſpoke 
of the altered fituation of the territories at preſent in the 
hands of the French, and thence argued the difficulty that 
mult attend any attempts to make peace under the preſent _ 
circumſtances. He reminded their Lordſhips, that France 
might inſiſt on no other terms than the wi poffidetis : Ought we, 
or were we willing to allow the French to hold the poſſeſſion 
of Savoy and of Flanders as parts of the Republic, one and 
indiviſible? He ſpoke of the proceedings of the Convention, 
and the ſituation of the principal characters now moving on 
that ſcene of politics. He was not fond, he faid, of reſting on 
the authority of newſpapers, when he referred to the ſpeeches 
of the Members of the ee eee ſince their Lordſhips felt 
ſo much miſtepreſentation of their own ſpeeches in our newſ- 
papers; but he could ſafely rely on Reports of Committees of 
the Convention, and ſuch public papers as were to be con- 
fidered in the light of authentic documents; and from them 
he learnt, that there were now, in the days of moderation, as 
much factious conteſt for power, as there had been in the 
days of terror, although it was not accompanied with the 
ſame bloody ſacrifices, and the ſame ſanguinary effects. He: 
mentioned Tallien as one of the prominent characters of 
the day, but gave his reaſons for believing that there was 
as little probability of permanency in the preſent ſyſtem of 
government in France, as there had been in any former one 
that we had witneſſed. He reminded the Houſe, alſo, that 
whenever peace was made, there would be an end of the re- 
volutionary government; of France, and conſequently of the 
power of the preſent rulers of that country, whoeyer 1 1 
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Fen, 1, WOODFALL'S' PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. e 
might be—if they ſhould be patriotic enough to reſign tbeir 


power, a circumitance rather too extravagant to be expected; 
and therefore the wiſhing to avoid the return to obſcurity and 
private life, might operate as an inſuperable bar to peace, ſo 


long as ſucceſs ſhould attend the arms of the French, and 


enable thoſe in power to perſuade the people to continue the 
war. When, in a late debate, he had heard ſo much of a 
Leyden Gazette, containing a memorial that (as it was ſaid) 
opened a door to pacification, although, in the. prefatory in- 
troduction to it, was to be found an expreſſion not extremely 
courteous to Great Britain, he was not a little aſtoniſhed, on 
his return home, to ſee that very Gazette on his table, and 
that the expreſhon applied to this country, and which 


had been ſaid to be rather uncourteous, was no other 


than the ſtrong exprefſion of . Cette nation odieuſe ;* an ex- 
preſſion, however, which he could -not but feel as a compli- 
ment, conſidering the quarter from which it proceeded, fince 
it proved, that, in the eye of the French rulers, Great Britain 
was looked to as the power molt deſirous, moſt determined, 
and molt able to repreſs the inordinate ambition of France, 
and by preventing the introduction of her pernicious prin- 
ciples in other countries, to reſtore the repoſe and tranquil- 
lity of Europe. His Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould certainly vote 
for the previous queſtion. 


The Marquis of Lanſdown ſaid, he had ſo long and fo fre- 


quently intruded on their Lordihips on the preſent ſubject, 
that noching ſhould have prevailed upon him to riſe, but his 
reſpect for his Noble Friend who made the motion. That 
motion, and others of the ſame tendency, had been ſo often 
_ agitated and diſcuſſed, that it was no wonder nothing new 
had been brought forward in argument; nothing new could 
indeed be ſaid upon it. Their Lordſhips well knew that he 
had done every thing in his power to warn the country and 


the Houſe of their danger: Unfortunately, his advice had not 


been liſtened to, and the nation was at laſt brought to a peril- 
ous ſituation indeed. Miniſters had choſen to perſevere in 
their own miſerable ſyſtem, though big with hourly miſchief, 

and now, when they found what a heavy reſponſibility they had 
drawn upon themſelves, they began to ſoften down their ex- 
preſſions, to qualify their former declarations, and by degrees 
to change the import of their own words, and to contend for 
conſtructions of their former arguments, which when they 
delivered them they would have reſented, if any man had ven- 
tured ro put the ſame conſtructions upon them. He would 
tell them one thing, however, and tell them truly; that they 


only deceived themſelves, if they thought thoſe paltry devices 
would Fals; 5 the hituation of. the country was ſuch that it would 
e no 
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wy WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Loss 
no longer bear to be trifled with—it demanded a categorical 
declaration. % , owns | 
Miniſters ſeemed now determined to enter upon a chapter 
of accidents, and to truſt entirely to the caſual circumſtance of 
fomething turning up in their favour. . He had known mi- 
aiſters on more occalions than one, who had ventured to 
rely on the ſame chance, and the wonderful revolution of 
events had ultimately reſcued them from their danger, and 
faved them from a fate that had appeared to be inevitable: But 
_ * ought the fate of a great country, in a moment hazardous 
and critical as the preſent confeſſedly was, to be truſted ſolely 
to the chapter of accidents, of which we had hitherto feen 
nothing but diſappointment, diſaſter, and diſgrace, and 
might, for ought — we knew, or that at preſent appeared 
probable, conclude moſt fatally for Great Britain? He 
could compare the conduct of miniſters to that of a man 
looking to the influx and turn of an adverſe tide, which 
gained upon him at the rate of twenty knots an hour, and 
would in all probability ſoon overwhelm and drown him, if 
he did not ſhift his fituation and change his quarters. 
The Marquis took notice of the argument of the Noble 
Earl who had juſt ſat down, in which that Noble Lord had 
taken it for granted, that, had we negotiated and concluded 
a peace with Briſſot, Robeſpierre and his party would have 
reſeinded it, and have recommenced the war as ſoon as they 
had ſeized upon and were in full poſſeſſion of the ruling 
power. He declared he ſaw no reaſon to draw that conclu- 
ſion, nor was it ſupported by any evidence whatever: On 
the contrary, experience was againſt it; the neutral powers 
vere held ſacred as much under one leader as another; and it 
was evident, from the uniform energy, with which the war 
had been carried on, that each ſet of men, who came into 
power, took all matters of an exterior nature, and that re- 
lated to foreign politics, as they found them, and the only 
ſtruggle was, who ſhould purſue the object with the greateſt 
ſhare of vigour and effect. Add to this, in the particular 
cafe of what would have been the conſequence if peace had 
been concluded with Briffot, it was well known that Robe- 
ſpierre had been perſonally adverſe to any ſyſtem of war for the 
purpoſes of conqueſt. The fact was, peace did not depend 
upon men, but upon the country. It was not for individuals, 
but forthe nation, to feel its importance, and to render it per- 
manent for the general good of all its intereſts, whenever it 
Mould be concluded on ſafe and honourable: terms. Did 
Noble Lords recollect the expence of the war, that they were 
this year to pay twenty-ſix millions for demurrage vale? and 
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how much longer would they, or would the people of Eng- 


land, 
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land, confent to pay the fame enormous ſum for demurrage ? 
Every hour that the war continued, negotiation ' would be 
rendered more difficult, and peace would be put at a greater 
_ diſtance. - What did it matter, who made the peace? In 
God's name, let not miniſters ſacrifice the country to perſonal 

 punctilio. They or any body might negotiate the peace, who 

{et about it with ſincerity of intention. It was no new cir- 

cumſtance to Britiſh ſubjects to ſee the preliminaries of peace 

agreed on by one ſet of miniſters, and the definitive treaty ra- 

tified and concluded by another. Dy e 

His Lordſhip renewed his earneſt advice to the Houſe to 
adopt the preſent motion, as a means of accelerating what 
the country ſo much wiſhed for. x 15 
Lord Boringdon faid, that as far as their Lordſhips had 
proceeded in the debate, there appeared to him ſuch a decided 
preponderance of argument in favour of the previous queſtion 

(which, he remarked, in no way involved the truth or falſe- 
hood of the original reſolution), that he felt it neceſſary to 

ſolicit the indulgence of the Houſe, while he attempted to 

bring forward any thing further in ſupport of it. a 

Hie thought it would be falſe and preſumptuous to ſup- 

poſe that the ſpeeches of each individual Peer remained 
always freſh in the memory of the Houſe; and he 

ſhould therefore beg leave to recall to its recollection, that, 
when. on the firſt day of the ſeſſion he ſupported the Addreſs. 
to his Majeſty, he had done ſo merely on the ground of think- 
ing it preferable to the amendment, and that, in what he ſaid 
on that night, he in no ways acceded to thoſe lengths to which 
the conceptions of ſome perſons had miſtakenly imagined that 

Addreſs to go. He had referred to that debate, that he might 
clearly and diſtinctly aſſure their Lordſhips that, if he had at 
all appeared to tolerate the idea of this country's being the firſt 
to offer negotiation, it was only poſſible for him to have done 

ſo from our being at that time in a fituation in which at preſent 
we were not, fromthe ſueceſſes of the war being then more equal, 
and from that degree of doubt and diffidence which he thought 
the circumſtances of that time might pollibly have allowed, 

but which in his opinion the circumſtances of the preſent 
could not. Reſolutions declaratory of a defire to negotiate, 
though he ſhould probably have oppoſed them then, might, 
however, in his apprehenſion, have been brought forward 
with much greater propriety at that time than at the preſens.; 

for he really conceived, that if the mind of man was c 
upon to form to itſelf an abſtract idea of the worſt time and 

worſt ſituation for a country*to negotiate (he wiſhed to lay 

particular ſtreſs on the word negotiate, for fortunately he 
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could. conceive many worſe political ſituations for a country), 
he really believed that ſuch an abſtract idea would be formed, 
as would be found to correſpond exactly with that time and 
that ſituation in which this country ſtood at preſent : He verily 
believed, that, if any one was called upon abſtractedly to give 
to a country the moſt impolitic advice poſſible, and in giving 
ſuch advice, to deſcribe that ſituation of a country which above 
all others required that peace ſhould be deferred, he was con- 
i vinced that he would tay, © Make peace with your enemies 
_—_ at the end of a ſecond campaign, in which you have met with 
_ many diſappointments: Teſtify your defire to negotiate with 
them, not merely when they are in poſſeſſion of extenſive ter- 
ritories conquered by their arms, but teſtify your deſire to ne- 
gotiate with them exactly and preciſely at the moment when 
they have juſt become ſo; exactly and preciſely at the moment 
when your armies are almoſt in the act of flying before them, 
exactly and preciſely at the moment when their expectations 
are likely to be the moſt wild and prepoſterous, and when pride, 
vanity, and ambition are molt likely to give their ſtamp to every 
_ propoſition which might come from them: To make up the 
full and complete idea of the moſt improper time to offer ne- 
gotiation, or to humiliate yourſelf,” (which though they were 
far from being always ſo, were in this caſe, he contended, in- 
ſeperable), ſuch an adviſer would probably ſay, “ Be guilty of 
this humiliation, when you are on the point of forming a cloſe 
alliance with one of the moſt powerful ſtates on the continent 
of Europe, when your armies are numerous and formidable, 
and when your navy, which is the true and natural ſtrength 
of your country, is increaſed, and increaſing, and when it 
remains unrivalled by other nations, and hitherto unequalled 
by your own.” dba To A 
In language of this nature, did it appear to him that any 
one called upon to give the moſt impolitic advice poſſible to a 
country, in ſuch language did it appear to him that he would 
addreſs himſelf to it. As it was ſo extremely difficult for 
zerſons out of oſſice to obtain authentic information on the 
exact tate of the internal government of France; and as he 
thought that on the queſtion of peace or war, at this moment, 
it was a very ſecondary conſideration, he had hitherto refrained 
from founding any argument upon this part of the ſubject. Were 
Louis the XIVth on the throne of France at this inſtant, would 
any of their Lordſhips, under the preſent circumſtances, hope 
to obtain an equitable peace by any other means than a vigor- 
ous proſecution of the war ?—Certainly they could not. Both 
ſides of the Houſe muſt, he thought, agree in the only thing 
which he ſhould add further on the ſubje& of the interval 
5 85 : Mn go- 
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peace and war. 


induced to bring forward a motion of this nature, after the 
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government of France; he meant, that it never could be con- 


ſidered as a minus quality, that when ſome circumſtances. 


ſhould lead us to proſecute the war with vigour, the par- 
_ ticular circumſtances of the interior of France ſhould lead us 
to do directly the contrary. The duration of the preſent 
government of that country was at beſt extremely doubtful, 
and the negotiating with a weak and doubtful power, when 
you would not negotiate with one of greater ſtrength and 


competence, was what he thought few could recommend to the 
ſerious adoption of the Houſe. GE - 2 ; 
Of the preſent government in France, and of the late changes 


in their ſyſtem, he was inclined to think as favourably as any 
one; he ſaid, he thought that government might very poſſibly 
acquire great ſtrength and probability of permanence; and he 


felt extremely happy that the reſolution lately paſſed by Par- 
liament had put it beyond the ſhadow or poſſibility of doubt, 


in the power of his Majeſty's miniſters to negotiate with it, 
whenever negotiation might be thought expedient. He 


thought no Member of that Houſe and no man in this coun- 
try could reaſonably have expected that” reſolution to have 


gone one fingle ſtep farther than it did; and, notwithſtanding 


that the Noble Duke who commenced the debate had ac- 
quainted the Houſe with the diſſatisfaction which it had pro- 
duced in the country, he begged leave to aſſure their Lord- 


ſhips, that all the accounts which he had received upon the 
ſubject were of a very different nature indeed, and that, from 
all he had been able to collect reſpecting the reſolution in 
queſtion, he was led to believe that it had given very great 
ſatisfaction to the public mind. Should the diſcretionary 


power, which ſeemed to him to be conveyed by it to miniſters, 
be diminiſhed one ſingle particle, he confeſſed (however de- 
ſirous he might be at preſent that thoſe miniſters ſhould retain 


their ſituations), that he ſhould be much more contented at 
ſeeing other perſons at the head of his Majeſty's Councils. 
Should ſuch diſcretion be in the ſmalleſt degree diminiſhed on 


this point, he was convinced no miniſter could render juſtice 


to, or act with advantage for the prince or country by which 
he was employed; and indeed, he faid, if there was any one. 
queſtion on which the doctrine of confidence bore greater ex- 
tenſion than on another, and on which it was neceſſary for 


Parliament to interfere leſs than on another, and to repoſe 
itſelf on the reſponſibility of the executive ſervants of the 


47 


Crown, it was clearly and undoubtedly on the queſtion of 


_ He expreſſed his concern at the Noble Duke having been 


fair 
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ir and candid diſcuſſion, and ſolemn and deliberate deciſion 
which had been recently given by their Lordſhips on the ſame 
ſubject. In his Ps a contrary proceeding would have 


tended more effeCtually to ſecure the object of their univerſal 
wiſh— would have been more reſpectful to their Lordſhips, 
and leſs irritating for the Public. He again repeated, that the 
preſent motion could be conſidered in no other light than as 
teſtiſying a deſire to negotiate, that, at this exact moment, 
muſt by both countries be conſidered as humiliation on the 


part of this; and from the preſent ſtate of our forces, he 


was in hopes their Lordſhips would not think him too, ſan- 
guine or preſumptuous in ſoliciting them to reſiſt every mea- 
ſure Hi had any thing humiliating attached to it, or which 

appeared unneceflary from the ſpirit and reſources of the nation. 

Lord Mulgrave, in a powerful ſpeech, ſupported the mo- 

tion for the previous queſtion. He began with aſſuring their 
Lordſhips, that he would conſine himſelf ſtrictly to obſerva- 
tions on ſome of the arguments that had fallen ſrom differ- 
ent Noble Lords, in the courſe of the debate, and he could 
not proceed without expreſſing his ſatisfaction that, when he 
firſt attempted to catch the eye of the Noble Lord on the 
woolſack, he had bcen interrupted by a Noble Earl (Lord 


Mansfield), who had not only treated the ſubje& much better 


than he could have pretended to do, but had argued upon it like 
ſo able a politician, and fo experienced a ſtateſman, that what 
fell from that Noble Earl muſt have gratified the Houſe in 
6455 as highly as it did him as an individual. He ſhould 

ave been extremely ſorry, therefore, to have ſtood between 
ſuch a ſpeech and their Lordſhips, and it would render it the 
leſs neceſſary for him to take up much of their Lordſhips time. 
The Noble Marquis, who ſpoke lately, had obſerved that there 
had not been much new matter introduced into the debate 
The remark was undoubtedly juſt; and the reaſon appeared 


to him to be, that the reſolution lately voted by the Houſe, 


on the ſubject of the war, furniſhed a complete anſwer to all 
the arguments that had before that day been brought forward 
on that topic; and ſo induſtriouſly had thoſe arguments been 
ſought for and collected, and ſo often had they been urged in 
a variety of different ſhapes, that ingenuity and invention were 
exhauſted, and, as the Noble Marquis had himſelf admitted, 


it was impoſlible to preſs a new argument into the diſcuſſion. 


Hence, inſtead of Noble Lords venturing to ſupport the mo- 


tion of the Noble Duke with any thing that wore the face of 


novelty, they had either endeavoured to give their old reaſon- 


ing a new turn, or had introduced matter of a general ten- 
dency, or that was totally foreign from the immediate l 


0 
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ol the motion before the Houſe. The Noble Duke in the 
blue ribband had avowedly recurred to his argument of the- 
laſt ſeſſion, in order to find. materials to furniſh out his appeal 
to their Lordſhips feelings, and, in a moment when the united 
energy of the nation was more than ever called upon to aid 
the public exertions in ſupport of every thing dear to Engliſh- 
men, the Noble Duke had thought it wiſe to talk of hanging 
out the flag of deſpair, without any reaſon that he could 
diſcover for holding the language of deſpondency, or faying _ 
a ſyllable calculated to damp the national ardour or depreſs the 
national ſpirit, He was happy to know that there was no 
chance of ſuch an argument having an effect likely to lead to 
the ſatal conſequences, that in any other country it would 
probably have produced under circumſtances equally critical. 

The Noble Duke who brought forward the motion, had 
certainly ſupported it in A of great ability, delivered 
with great eloquence; the Noble Duke had concluded it 
with one of the moſt forcible appeals to the paſſions that 

had ever been uttered 3 and the moans of the orphans and the 
widows, the lamentations of acquaintance, and the regret of 
the Public, for the loſs of fathers, huſbands, children, friends, 
and meritorious and uſeful individuals, were never perhaps 
more pathetically deſcribed. But if the Noble Duke would 
have the goodneſs to recalle& that he was addreſſing a Houſe 
ol Parliament, a grave and auguſt afſembly, in whom the 
King and the people, under the ſpirit of the. conſtitution, 
placed a confidence for their experience, knowledge of the 
world, and wiſdom,—ſurely he would ſee that all ſuch burſts 
of eloquence, however they might pleaſe the ear, could carry 
no conviction to the underſtanding; for what, in fact, did 
that ſort of oratory, however ornamental or captivating, prove, 
more than belonged to all wars in general, as well as the pre- 
ſent, vis. that war produced danger, that danger produced 
death, and death produced lamentation; and that the number 
of orphans, widows, and mourning friends, would unavoid- 
ably be increaſed ? Was there any thing in an argument of 
that nature, that ought to induce men of ſenſe to deviate from 
the path which the exigency of the times compelled them to 
_ purſue, as the only path that led to peace, honourable, ſafe, 
and permanent? Did not every man know, that all who- 
engaged in the trade and buſineſs of war, made up their minds 
to the dangers they were liable to encounter, and even to the 
death they might meet? which the teſtimony of daily obſerva- 
tion ſhewed to be almoſt as common to the occurrences of pri- 
vate and peaceable life, as to the apparently more hazardous 
events of martial conteſt. a . | 
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The Noble Marquis, his Lordſhip obſerved, had ſaid, that 


miniſters were diſpoſed to truſt to the chapter of accidents.— 
Undoubtedly they were: And what, he would alk, was 
the hiſtory of all wars, ancient as well as modern, but a chap- 
ter of accidents ?—a chapter, conſiſting of many verſes; ſome 
of them ſerious, ſome afflicting, ſome cheering, ſome ſatiſ- 
factory. We had been engaged for fome time in the peruſal _ 
of that chapter, and had lately paſſed through a ſeries of verſes 
Full of mortification, ill-fortune, and diſaſter; but he declar- 
ed himſelf aſtoniſhed that a Noble Lord of the Noble Marquis's 
known experience of political events ſhould have totally omit- 
ted the moſt material feature in ſuch a chapter, vis. the 
chance of war; that chance on which all men in all wars muſt 
neceſſarily depend, as it could neither be guarded againſt nor 
prevented. The chance of war we might {till rely on, 
if we made proper exertions to meet the danger of the coming 
campaign, as likely to give us a good turn as well as the ad- 
verſe party; and who could tell but that the latter verſes of the 
chapter might not prove as gratifying and ſatisfactory, as thoſe we 
had gone through lately had proved mortifying and diſtreſsfu] ? 
The Noble Marquis had ſaid, that his Majeſty's miniſters 
reminded him of a man who ſtood upon the ſhore, and waited 
for the influx and turn of a tide.. that was apparently adverſe, 
which gained upon him at the rate of twenty knots an hour, 
and would inevitably drown him if he did not ſhift his fitua- 
tion. Lord Mulgrave ſaid, he thought the man in that caſe 
acted wiſely, not to brave danger, and challenge inevitable 
death. In the inſtance of the preſent war, he thought mi- 
niſters acted wiſely in waiting for a turn of the tide; that 
they did not embark in negotiation, before they were ſure 
that they could put to ſea with a proſperous gale and in ſafety. 
No man in his ſenſes, who ſaw ſuch an adverſe tide bearing 
down upon him after the rate ef twenty knots an hour, would 
raſhly meet that tide, and ruſh into its vortex On the con- 
trary, he would reſort to all practicable and vigorous exertions 
to ſtem its force and repel its influx, and wait till a calmer ſky, 
Jeſs ruffled waves, and a ſmoother ſurface of the ocean, pre- 
ſented themſelves to his welcome fight, before he ventured to 
put forth into the ſea of peace. {Lord Lauderdale fmiled.] 
Lord Mulgrave ſaid, he obferved that what he had juſt 
uttered had provoked a ſmile on the countenance of his Noble 
Friend: His Noble Friend would be pleaſed to recollect that 


he had been led into the alluſion by the Noble Marquis, who | 


had introduced the image of a man challenging an adverſe tide, 
but he was able to ſtate very grave and weighty authority for the 
truth of the argument he had uſed, proof in point, and _— 
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ſo ſapient and reſpeCtable, that no man diſpoſed to ſeriouſ- 
neſs could diſpute it, —he meant the authority of two learned 
gravediggers, who, in a page of one of the many chapters of 
the beſt hiſtory of human nature, would be ſeen thus pro- 
foundly to argue the point of ſuicide by drowning * : Here 
lies the water; good: Here ſtands the man; good: If the 


man go to this water and drown himſelf, it is will he, nill 


he, he goes; but if the water come to him, and drown him, 
he drowns not himſelf.” [A hearty laugh. ] 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he ſaw the authority he had quoted was 


met with courteſy ; he: would not however take advantage of 


the impreſſion a reference of that ſolemn nature had obviouſly 
had upon their Lordſhips minds, but would immediately no- 


tice another argument urged by the Noble Marquis, with 


great apparent triumph. The Noble Marquis had faid, the 


country had this year paid twenty-ſix millions for demurrage: 


The fact was indiſputable; and thank God! the country had 
been able at fuch a price, or at any poſſible price, to keep off 
a miſchief ſo dreadful as that which had befallen Holland. It 
was the nature of all wars that ever were undertaken, to be 

wars of demurrage: Demurrage was neceſſarily paid by na- 


tions, till the 5 87 moment arrived when they could ſeize 


a fit opportunity of negotiating” peace on terms honourable, 


ſafe, and permanent. Till ſuch a fortunate opportunity pre- 


ſented itſelf, what could be the choice of any nation capable 
of diſcharging the expence, but the payment of demurrage ? 
Let Noble Lords reflect for a moment, that, by incurring this 
heavy expence, Great Britain had been able to avert from 
her door and keep at a diſtance ſuch a pregnant danger as 
that of the French army being in complete poſſeſſion of Hol- 
land, for two years. Let them reflect on the value of having 


been able to prevent the poſſibility of an invaſion of this coun- 


try, for that long period: What was twenty-fix millions of 
money to the keeping back an attempt, which might be at- 
tended with ſo much horror and fo much bloodthed ? For as 
our countrymen had no idea of the conſequences ſuch an event 
would produce, as the ſcene would be perfectly new to them, 
though every one of their Lordſhips muſt be perſuaded that 
they would act with becoming ſpirit, and manfully maintain 
the cauſe of their country, their conſtitution, their King, 


their laws, and their religion, no man knew how the bloody 


ſcene might end. | 


Alfter putting this to the common underſtandings and judg- 
ments of their Lordſhips in ſtrong and pointed terms, Lord 


e Shakeſpeare's Hamlet, abt v. frene 1. 
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Mulgrave adverted more particularly to the motion itſelf, and 


urged the impolicy of its principle, viz. that of ſpecifically 
deſcribing, the object of the war. He ſaid, the experience of 


palt times proved that, during a war, nothing could be more 
impolitic than publicly to proclaim what it was they were 
fighting for. 1 e or) ig Tg 

In illuſtration of this aſſertion, his Lordſhip referred to the 


triple alliance, fo well known in the hiſtory of. what might be 
called modern times; in that alliance the object of the war 


was declared to be, that the allied powers would never make 
peace with Spain, while a Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon 


was ſuffered to fit on the Spaniſh throne. The futility and 


weakneſs of all ſuch arguments was fully proved by the event, 


It was ultimately obliged to be abandoned, and peace was con- 


cluded without any ſort of regard having been paid to what 
had been declared in the face of all Europe to have been the 
avowed object of the war. A moment's reflection, his Lord- 


| ſhip ſaid, would ſerve to ſhew that much ought always to be 


teft ro negotiation, claims which were apparently diflicult to be 


got over at firſt fight and from a view of them ingly might 


be made to give way, when mutual eonceſhon was in the con- 


templation of thoſe who treated, as they might poſhbly be ob- | 


tained or commuted for by the acquiſition of an unexpected ob- 


ject of equal, if not greater importance. At any rate, and in 


all wars, it was weak to ſay prematurely, what a country carry- 
ing on a defenſive war would give up as the price and the terms 


of peace, provided it was met with the fame good will and the 


fame inclination to conceſſion by negotiators for another 


country, for the purpoſe of mutual accommodation and fatil- 


faction. If it could in any caſe be right and juſtifiable to hold 


out any condition of peace as the ultimatum on which one 
country would treat with another on ſuch a ſubject, it would 
be to ſay, what would be inſiſted upon as the /mre qu non of 

negotiation 3 but even that, though the leaſt poſſible evil, was 


in few wars to be recommended, and could, only be ſafe or 
dangerous, as the circumſtances, chances, and events of a war 
might happen to render it ſo. | WT CO 

His Lordſhip turther purſued his obſervations on what had 
fallen from different Noble Speakers in the courſe of the de- 
bate with great ſucceſs; and, before he concluded, reminded 
the Houſe, that he had not forfeited the pledge which he made 


in the commencement of his ſpeech, but had ſtrictly confined 

himſelf to remarks, and replied to ſuch arguments as their 
Lordſhips had that day heard from the Noble Lords who had 
ſpoken in ſupport of the Noble Duke's motion. 5 


The 
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The Duke of Leeds began His ſpeech with a compliment to 


the Noble Lord who had juſt ſat down, for having relieved a 


dull ſubſect by his humorous alluſion to the ſeene in Shakeſpeare 
in which the learned grave-diggers fo ſapientlydiſcuſſed the queſ- 


tion of ſuicide aid ele dee. The Noble Lord, his Grace ſaid; 


had certainly managed his alluſion with great adroitneſs,- hav- 
ing contrived to render it eſſentially illuſtrative of his atgu- 


ment, without ſufferiug it to become ſo ludicrous as to take an 


air of unbecoming levity, or to ill ſort witli a ſubject, ſerious in 
every point of view, and moſt ſerious in its conſequences. 


Having diſmiſſed this point, his Grace adverted to the reaſons 
which had induced him to ſupport the Noble Duke”s firſt mo- 
tion on the ſame ſubject. An abſtract propoſition he admitted 
it was, and a truiſm he contended, but neither an abſtract 
propolition nor a truiſm, which the cireumſtances of the coun- 


try did not call for, nor which their Lordſhips; he conceived; 


upon ſerious reflection, could not but be thankful had been 


brought forward. Had it tended in the ſmalleſt degree to 
cramp any operation; naval or military, he had before declared, 


and he declared again, that he would not have voted for it. That 
propoſition had been objected to, he owned he thought with- 
out reaſon, and he made no ſcruple to ſay that neither the 
former propoſition nor the preſent one went ſo far as he wiſh- 
ed them to have done. The Noble Duke's firit propoſition Was 
wiſe in its principle, and had been met in an extraordinary 


manner, in a way which he Was ſorry to ſee his Majeſty's mi- 


niſters adopt. To obviate thoſe objections that hatf been 
made to the former motion, the Noble Duke had on that day 


brought forward a'propoſition, more explicit, more abſtract in 


its nature and form, and containing a diſtinct point, viz. a re- 
ference to the preſent governing powers in France, and a de- 
claration that the conſideration of their exiſtence ought not 
to be deemed exclufive of a negotiation for peace. It went 
to remove the obſtacles in the way of negotiation, a principle 
which miniſters themſelves had recogniſed in their own 
amendment moved' 6n the former motion. His Grace ſpoke 


of the uncertainty and riſk that attended all negotiation; it was 


equally liable to that riſk and uncertainty with war itſelf ; 
and any argument againſt negotiation at preſent would, in his 
mind, be equally concluſive againſt negotiation at any period. 


In fact, we had nothing before us but a choice of evils, and the 
difficulty was, which option it was moſt prudent to make. He 


thought any attempt to draw the war to à coticlufion infinitely 
preferable” to à perſeverance im it, at th# expence of ſo much 
blood and treaſure as their Eordſhips' now very ſufficiently 


* . 


knew it muſt inevitably colt the eountry. - 


— 


A Noble 
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A Noble Lord (Lord Boringdon) had aſked, if Louis XIV. 
had been at this time on the throne of France in the plenitude 
of his power, would any Noble Lord have adviſed entering 
into a negotiation with that Monarch with a view to peace? 
The Duke declared moſt explicitly, that he would not adviſe 
any ſuch negotiation, but with equal explicitneſs he was ready 
nevertheleſs to ſtand forward as the man to treat with the pre- 
ſent governing powers of France immediately, 'I'wo caſes 
more oppoſite in their nature, more diſtinct in every point of 
view, could, to his conception, have ſcarcely been ſtated, 
Much had been ſaid, of the want of ſtability in the French 
vernment, and the near exhauſtion of the French reſources. 
8 to effects, he ſaw nothing like evidence of the one fact 
or the other. He ſaw exertions of the moſt extraordinary and 
_ altogether an unparalleled nature, carried on with vigour and 
energy equal to their object—a clear proof that there was an 
originating power lodged ſomewhere adequate to the great ends 
in view; and it was indifferent to him whether that power re- 
ſided in the Convention, the Committees of Safety, or in the 
people at large. „„ 5 e 5 
He truſted that miniſters would not impute his differing in, 
opinion from them to any motives of faction, or any views of 


. perſonal nature; he ſincerely believed what he ſtated, or he 


_ would not have mentioned it. Had he only differed from them 
on a ſubject leſs important and not ſo immediately intereſting 
to the Public, he would have reſerved his opinion, and would 
not have avowed his objection to any one of their meaſures. 
That unfortunately was not the fact. He lamented that he 
found occaſion to differ from them, but he ſhould equally for- 
get what was due to the country, to their Lordſhips, and 
to himſelf, if he did not without reſerve ſay, that he did dif- 
fer from them ſtrongly and fundamentally on the queſtion of 
war or peace. It was incumbent on him therefore to ſtate 

the grounds on which that difference reſted. With this view 
it was, that he ſcrupled not xo declare, that in a crifis like the 
preſent, he would ſay to France, certainly not in an humiliating 
or degrading tone, but openly, explicitly, and in a manly way, 

We are ready to treat for peace on juſt and honourable 
terms, ſuch as will become the honour of both countries.” If 
ſuch an offer were rejected, the very refuſal of ſo unobjeCtion- 
able a propolition would lend a grace to our cauſe in the eyes 
of all Europe, and it would do what was of ftill greater im- 
portance, it would unite the kingdom, rouſe the indignation | 
and ſpirit of a great people, and, by ſhewing them the neceſſity 
of joining as one man in the defence of the country and all 
that was dear to Britiſh ſubjects, they would come forward 0 


— 


* 
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4 maſs to reſiſt the efforts of an enemy, whoſe inſatiable am- 
bition and implacable hatred would ſtand upon record, antl- 
could only excite the deteſtation of every civilized power on 
the face of the globe. Nor need it at all interfere with the 
recruiting ſervice, the manning of the navy, nor any other 
of the important ſervices which it highly became his Majeſty's 
_ miniſters to attend to with the utmoſt diligence and exertion 
under circumſtances like the preſent. It would alſo have an 
effect abroad equally important with that which it would pro- 
duce at home; it would ſhew the people of France, that it was 
not the fault of this country that the war was perſevered in; 
they would then look more cloſely to the Convention and the 
exiſting government, who, if the French were generally prone 
to peace, mult either meet us on a propoſition fo fairly brought 
forward, or incur the reſentment of thoſe over whom they 
ruled, and abide the conſequences of domeſtic diviſion and 
internal commotion. With regard to Holland, he did not 
think the matter had been quite correctly ſtated ; he believed 
the Noble Lord (who talked of an armiſtice) had been miſ- 
taken in that point, and that no armiſtice had taken place. 
[Lord Hawkeſbury ſaid, the Noble Duke was miſtaken ; he 
had not "aid, that any armiſtice had been granted.) The 
Duke faid, he meant not to miſtate the Noble Lord's argu- 
ment, his only intention was to argue that the French, who 
had taken poſſeſſion of Holland, E not broken faith with 
the Dutch, in any part of their proceedings ſubſequent to the 
capture of the United Provinces. His Grace enlarged on Ml 
theſe points, and-contended, that if we were in full poſſeſſion 
of our reſources, as miniſters ſtated, we had better endeavour to 
make peace in the moment of our ſtrength, than wait till the 
ſituation was reverſed, and we found ates exhauſted. 'The 
Duke concluded an able and moſt candid ſpeech with declaring 
that he was not ſanguine enough to expect the Noble Duke's 
motion would be ſucceſsful, -but as it met with his cordial 
approbation, he would give it his ſupport. | 
Lord Hawkeſbury roſe to explain; his Lordſhip recapitulated 
that part of his ſpeech, which referred to the conduct of the 
Dutch reſpecting a negotiation fot peace; they had diſpatched 
commiſſaries upon that errand to the commiſſioners of the 
Convention then with the French army in Holland; thoſe com- 
miſſaries had begged an armiſtice, while peace was nego- 
tiating, when they were told that the French commiſſioners 
had neither powers to negotiate nor to grant an armiſtice, but 
ay in fact the Dutch had in effect the advantage of the 
n e | - 
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De Earl of Carliſle aſſured their Lordſhips that he would 
conſine himſelf ſtrictly to the motion, and take notice merely 
of ſome few obſervations, that had fallen in the courſe of the 
debate. He owned he was aſtoniſhed, after the reſolution 
that the Houſe had come to when the ſubject was laſt under 
diſcuſſion, that any new motion ſhould have been brought for- 
ward on a matter ſo clearly decided, and fo fully anſwered. He 
was extremely ſorry therefore that any one of his Majeſty's | 
miniſters had thought it neceſſary to ſay a ſingle. word on a 
queſtion which had been debated again and again. He was 
1 ſurpriſed at the manner in which the queſtion had 
been ſupported, and eſpecially by the Noble Duke in the blue 
: ribband, who had been in high office, and who muſt know that 
newſpaper accounts were not deemed. the; higheſt authorities 
in either Houſe of Parliament, or ft documents to proceed 
upon within | thoſe walls, when he had the honour to fill 
.one of the firſt fituations in his Majeſty's Councils. The 
Noble Duke could not ſurely have fo totally forgotten the 
practice of the times in which he was miniſter, as to ſuffer 
ſuch a fixed and general rule to eſcape his recollection. His 
Lordſhip ſaw. no one poſſible good effect that could ariſe to 
the country from the motion, if it were carried; but on the 
contrary, it muſt be obvious to every one of their Lordſhips 
that voting it would be attended with conſequences the moſt 
ſeriouſly miſchievous to our intereſts. It would tend to damp 
the ardour and public ſpirit of the people of this country, and 
o raife the hopes, and flatter the already too much elated ex- 
pectations of the French. It would hold out an unfortunate 
proof, that the two Houſes of Parliament were either di- 
vided in ſentiment, or that they held no fixed opinion in com- 
mon with each other on the ſubject of the war. Alluſions 
had been made in the courſe of the debate to the attempts of 
the French to enflame the minds of the United States of 
America againſt this country. That an inſult had been of- 
fered to the ruling powers in America, was a matter of no- 
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5 toriety, becauſe it was too groſs and too public to be overlook- 
5 | ed; but the wiſe councils and conſiderate conduct of the great 
9903 man at the head of affairs in that country, had at once ayerted 
1 the apparent danger of the States being immediately involved 
0 in a war, and preſerved the peace, the , honour, and the 
1 ; ſafety of America. His Lordſhip ſtated a few general ar- 
* 4 1 againſt the motion of the day in addition to what 
_ he had ſaid, and declared that he ſhould vote for the previous 
We VV. tn, OT ns Le — 1 
vl ' The Earl of Lauderdale began a long and ingenious argu- 


ment in ſupport of the motion of his Noble Friend, with de- 
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clating that he,was well aware that the ſybject had been fo 
often canvaſſed, that it would. manifeſt, a marked want of re- 
ſpect to their Lordſhips in him, if he did not circumſeribe 
What he had to ſay, and confine himſelf to obſervations that 
had, been, made in the courſe of the debate. Having premiſed 
this, he proceeded to notice what had been remarked by a 
Noble Lord, who ſpoke ſometime ſince (Lord Boringdon), viz. 
that the bringing forward ſuch a queſtion, after their Lordſhips 
had fo recently declared an explicit opinion on the ſubject, 
 thewed, diſreſpect to the Houſe, and not that ſufficient degree 
of deference to the opinions of the majority, which they were 

entitled to expect at the hands of every individual Peer. So 

Har from admitting the application or force of this argument, 
dhe Earl laid, he muſt contend that neither his Noble. Friend 
in bringing forward the motion, nor had he in ſupporting, it, 
offered the ſmalleſt inſtance of diſreſpect to the Houſe; but on 
the contrary, being conſcious of the alarming ſituation of the 
country, from the repeated blunders and miſconduct. of his 
Majeſty's. miniſters, they acted meritoriouſſy in endeavouring 
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no government, which in the convulſion of a revolution had 
committed cruelties and crimes againſt its own ſubjeCts, could 
be truſted to make peace with a foreign power. In corro- 
boration of his opinion as to the meaning of his Majeſty's 
miniſters, in the latter part of the amendment lately. moved 
by them, and voted by the Houſe, he would refer their Lord- 
ſhips to the ſpeech delivered to the Parliament of Ireland by 
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| þ the preſent Lord Lieutenant, but a ſhort time ſince; they 
"120 would find that in that ſpeech it is taken for granted that 
| 4 ö anarchy exiſts in any form of government that is not monarchi- 
4 cal, and that it is aſſumed as a neceſſary conſequence that thie 
i preſent government of France is in a ſtate of anarchy, and 
þ incapable of negotiating ſo as to guarantee the compacts of 
i [ ſecurity, that muſt be looked for in any treaty of peace con- 
a: «cluded between one country and another. In anſwer to this 
ol his Lordſhip urged the conſiſtency of the conduct of the 
1 French towards neutral nations, and the uniform energy with 
{ 2 which they had carried on the war in all quarters, Having am- 
=” plified on this point, and repeated every argument that it could 
i 3M furniſh, the Earl took notice of the obſervations ſo much and 
| iT ſo frequently inſiſted on by thoſe Noble Lords, who had ex- 
28 ulted in the verification of the prediction of miniſters with 
| 17M reſpect to the probable event, had Government been ſo far off 
|. "i their guard, as to have negotiated a peace with Briſſot or Ro- 
Ll: beſpierre. He declared he ſaw no ground for exultation on 
Ft that account, becauſe the argument went much farther than 
5 thoſe who triumphantly relied on it, ſeemed to be aware. If 
* the reaſoning were juſt, as Briſſot declared war againſt Great 
* Britain, Robeſpierre, from the mere ſpirit of oppoſition to 
i Briſſot's meaſures, as ſoon as he obtained poſſeſſion of power, 
| would have made peace with Great Britain; and to purſue the 
1 ſame chain of concluſion and inference, the moderantiſts of 
. the preſent day, whoſe object avowedly was to overturn all 
£35 Robeſpierre's ſyſtems, would juſt at this time be about to de- 
— clare war again againſt Great Britain. The abſurdity of ſuch 
i + reaſoning was too obvious to need inſiſting on, and therefore 
* he would haſten to another topic. A. Noble Lord who ſpoke 
i | ſecond in the debate, had laid great ſtreſs on the proclamation 
3 of the States General, dated at the Hague, and calling upon 
1 the people of Holland to come forward with contributions for 


the French army. What was there ſo extraordinary in that 
circumſtance? If there was any thing to challenge ſurpriſe 
on the part of miniſters, he believed it was the extreme mo- 
deration of the French in that inſtance. Was France tlie 
only country that had expected or had talked of indemnifica- 
tion for its expences? Would this country or its — . 
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they were in the career of victory, in poſſeſſion of Conde and 
Valenciennes, and threatening to march to Paris, have been 
equally moderate? Would they have compounded: what they 
had in-their abſolute power for a certain number of ſhoes and 
ſtockings ? If the Dutch had never ſent commiſſioners to ne- 
gotiate, would their ſituation have been better, or would the 
allies have been able to protect them? To ſuppoſe that our 
_ exertions could have ſaved Holland, was as abſurd as to imagine 
that we had intereſt, with- the eternal Ruler of the univerſe, 
to have prevented the ſevere froſt which had been felt in that 
country. If he had ſtated laſt year, as was now found to be 
the caſe, that the French would not wiſh to make Holiand a - 
department, or to force it to affiliate with France, and that 
they would leave the Dutch the choice of their own ma- 
giſtrates, he ſhould have been laughed at; nay, miniſters then 
thought that the French, if ever they got to Amſterdam, would 
erect the guillotine, and ſacrifice thouſands to their lawleſs am- 
bition. Let their Lordſhips call to mind the language held 


with reſpect to America, when it was ſaid that there was no 


government with which we could negotiate. A Noble Ear! 


(Lord Carliſle) had been in America two years, as a commiſ- 
ſioner, a ſituation in which it was more particularly his dut 

to inquire into the ſtate of the government; and yet he quel- 
tioned whether the Noble Earl learnt any thing in America, 
that would have induced him to adviſe this country not to 

make peace with the then exiſting rulers of the Thirteen Pro- 
vinces, though they were at that time under a revolutionary 
government. He took notice of what had been faid of the 
conduct of Monſieur Genet, the French Envoy at Philadel- 
phia, and he ſaid, that great people and happy government 
had ſhewn, by their mode of treating the inſult offered them 
by M. Genet, how preferable it was to act coolly and with 
_ temper, - They had remonſtrated to the Convention, Genet 
was recalled and reprimanded, and another miniſter ſent to 
America in his place, without any national difference or quar- 
rel. After a great variety of ingenious remarks his Lordſhip 
drew his ſpeech towards a conclufion, and having again and 
again urged the Houſe to countenance the motion, ſaid, if 
the calamities of laſt campaign were an argument for a con- 
tinuance of the war now, that might, he feared, be urged with 
{till greater effect at the end of the next. The preſent was 
the very time he ſhould chuſe to negotiate, and he was fa- 
vourable to the motion of the Noble Duke, becauſe it tended 
to ſhew that we ſought for peace, not through fear, but ſolely 
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from the love of peace, 
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120 WOODFALL'S PARETAMENTARY. REPORTS.” - [Lenz 
- The Earl of Carliſle roſe to explain; he ſaid,” he was a little 
ſurpriſed at the Noble Earl's alluſion to him, as he had pro- 
feſſedly confined himſelf to the queſtion before the Houſe, 
viz. the previous queſtion, and had ſaid nothing that appeared 
to him likely to provoke obſervation, or challenge animadver- 
ſion. He had not been ſo long in America, during the late 
Wõar with the United States, as the Noble Earl had imagined; 
but while he was in that country, he ſhould have ill uſed' his 
time, if he had endeavoured to ſtudy the people in power, 
and to make himſelf maſter of their characters. He well 
knew the great man at the head of affairs in America, and had 
the higheſt reſpeQ for his virtues and his talents. While that 
great man directed the councils of the States, there was no 
reaſon to fear that peace, ſo advantageous to that country and 
to this, would not be maintained. When he returned from 
America he ſhould not have propoſed negotiation unleſs per- 
fuaded that there was a government conſiſtent with religion, 
morality, and ſocial order. His Lordſhip added, that he be- 
lieved, that the very reſpectable character to whom he Had al- 
luded, ſincerely wiſhed that America and Great Britain might 
always remain cordial friends, and he was ſure, there was nd 
man who properly conſidered the intereſts of both countries, 
who would not join heartily in the ſame wiſh. „ 
Lord Boringilon alſo roſe to explain, and replied'to the ob- 
ſervations which had been made upon his argument by the 
Noble Duke and other Noble Lords. | | TR 
| Earl Spencer ſaid, he did not intend to have taken any part 
in the debate, but he felt himſelf called upon, by ſome infinua- 
tions which had been thrown out upon the motives which ac- 
ftuated his Majeſty's minifters in the proſecution of the wat, 
, to ſay a ſew words. It had been ſtated that the miniſter had 
an intereſt in carrying on the war, that was contrary to the 
Intereſts of the nation; nay, it had been even ſtated that the 
war was to be carried on to eternity. What intereſt the mi- 
niſters of this country could have in wiſhing for war he could 
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not conceive; it was a ſtate in which no country ought to in- | 
volve itſelf, except upon the laſt extremity. _ ES” 4 
With reſpect to the motion made by the Noble Duke, he { 


could not give his affent to it, becauſe it was not likely, in his 
opinion, to be attended with any beneficial conſequences; on t 
the contrary, it would have a miſchievous” effect, that effect : 
which he had upon a former occaſion mentioned, vis. that of a 
encouraging the enemy. An idea had been moſt induſtriouſſy h 
circulated, that it was the intention of miniſters never to ti 
make peace until a monarchical form of government was Cc 
eſtabliſhed in France, This unfounded opinion had been _ | 
| | ; tirely 


— 


1 
- 


Fes. 12.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ' lar 
tirely done 'away by the amendment propoſed on the laſt 
debate upon this ſubje& by the Noble Secretary of State; 
and therefore he ſhould give his vote for the previous 
Ma T8 E 

Much reliance, his Lordſhip obſerved, had been placed upon 
the argument that, if France refuſed our overtures, the mo- 
tion would effectually unite the people of this country. What- 
ever difference of opinions might prevail about politics, there 
was one point in which he hoped? all the people of England 
were firmly united, viz. to fland or fall together in defence of 
their country. It appeared to him, therefore, by no means 
neceſſary that we ſhould give to France an opportunity of 
treating our propoſals with inſult, but that we ought to keep 
in mind the original object of the war, ez. independence and 
ſecurity. Any peace made on other principles would not be 
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worth our having. | 0 
The Harl of Scarborough ſaid a few words in ſupport of the 
motion, but in a tone of voice ſo low that his Lordſhip's ar- 
ticulation did not reach the ba. 1 ng 
Earl Stanhope (who had come in during the debate) ſaid, 
when he entered the Houſe that evening, he was ſtared at, as 
if Noble Lords had ſeen a ghoſt, and the Learned and Re- 
verend Bench behind him . to apprehend that they 
held a Sans Culotte apparition. Lord Cheſterfield, their 
Lordſhips might all remember, defined viſits to be of three 
diſtinct ſorts; a viſit of a few minutes continuance only, the 
Noble Earl had ſaid, ſhould be called a vis; a longer call and 
converſation ſhould be termed a vt; and a very long one, a 
vi/tation. He aſſured their Lordſhips he came merely to pay 
them a vic, as he ſhould only flay a few minutes, and he deſired 
the Right Reverend and Learned Bench behind him to know, 
that he did not mean them a viſtation. He meant not to ſay 
: word to the motion, for it was by no means ſtrong enough for 
um. Pe | 91 | . LS. 
His Lordſhip was called to order by his Grace the Duke f 
Bedford, who appealed, whether the Noble Earl was not highly 
irregular and diforderly in proceeding to addreſs the Houſe . 
after he had declared that he did not mean to ſay a word to 
the queſtion under their Lordſhips conſideration ? _ : 
Earl Stanhope declared, he meant what he had ſaid to apply 
to the motion before the Houſe, and therefore he was in order, 
and not irregular, as the Noble Duke had ſuppoſed. But no 
attempt that might be made ſhould ſtop his mouth, or prevent 
him from ſaying what he wiſhed to ſay, becauſe he had a right 
to {tate his reaſons for not approving of the motion; the prin= 
cipal of theſe reaſons was, the motion did not go far enough, 
C... ens oe bog As 1 2 
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it did not directly and 1 * diſavow any right of inter- 
ference with the interior of France with a view to promote a 
civil war. He had, he ſaid, a petition to preſent to their Lord- 
thips from a number of perfons who were kept priſoners by 
this country to the faith of an expreſs treaty, men 
whom Sir 8 he and Sir John Fervis had ſtipulated 


ſhould be ſent to France, but who nevertheleſs had been 


brought to England, and were now prifoners in Portcheſter 
3 He meant to move that the ſaid petition | be laid on the 
le. | 
The Duke 8 [4 Montroſe called the Noble Earl to order again, 
and ſaid if the Noble Earl would perſiſt in ſpeaking to a dif- 


ferent queſtion than that before the Houſe, the Houſe muſt 
| uk i its own forms, and proceed to the uſual method in 


ch caſes. 
The Earl of Carliſle ſaid, he believed the only cuſtomary 


mode of p proceeding on ſuch occaſions, was for Noble Lord 
to move in the fir 


inſtance that the words of any Noble 
Speaker meant to be complained of, ſhould be taken down, and 
on thoſe words ſo taken down to ground a further proceeding. 

The Duke of Leeds wiſhed the Houſe not to reſort to the 
moſt ſevere rules on ſuch an occaſion as the preſent. _ 1, 

The Duke of Bedford and the Rarl of Lauderdale both com- 

lained of the irregularity of the Noble Earl in thus abruptly 

Trang | in upon the diſcuſſion of a great and important ſub- 
ject, By introducing matter wholly irrelative xo the queſtion be- 
fore the Houſe. | 

Ne Lori Chancellor left the woolſack to ſtate the order of 
the Houſe with regard to the mode of conducting a debate, 
and to convince their Lordſhips that the Noble Earl had beets 
highly irregular and diſorderly, _ 

Further converſation ariſing on the queſtion of * 
ſtrangers were deſired to withdraw *. 

The point of order having been ſettled, 

The Duke of Ledford ſpoke at ſome length in 3 to thear- 
guments that had been urged againſt his motion, 

The Houſe divided on the previous queſtion: 


%% Ä ie. oe, Oo. 75 
Not-Contents : „ 
r 63 8 TT 


jp YI the Grſt divis ion, Zar] Stanhope preſented a petition te 


the Houſe, which had been fent him from certam Frenchmen 


* It js uſual to clear both Houſes of e- » when 4 proceeding again 
: confines 


one of their own Members is about to _ 
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_ eonfinedin Portcheſter priſon; and which petitian ſtated, 1ft, 


That they were detained there comtrary to the good faith of na- 
tions, inaſmuch as they had been promifed by the proclamation 
of Sir Charles Grey and Sir Jahn Jervis, that they were to be 
carried to France. 2dly, That fome Frenehmen in that prifon 


had actually died from: cold and famine. 


table. 
The Biſhop of Rochefler ſpoke againſt: the motion. 


On a en there appeared | 
Againſt the motion 5 5 | 3 42 
8 — 5 KD 

Motion negatived by a majority of 2 

Adjourned at deren 0 385 8 5 | 

OS PROTEST: | 
Houſe of Lords, Die Jovie, 12 Pehruqrii, 1795 5. 


The order of the day ns ba read + for the Lords to vs ſum- 
moned. 8 
It was moved to  reſolve— 


© That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that the 2 Tual ſituation of the 


governing powers in France ought not to preclude the concluſion of a 


peedy peace, if peace can be had upon ſuch terms as are in themſelves 


juſt and reaſonable; but if the ambition of France ſhould lead her to per- 
ſevere in hoſtilities, either for the purpoſe of her own aggrandiſement, or 
to carry into effect the principles of her own government in other countries, 
this Houle feels itſelf called upon firmly and endily to 28 his Majeſty 
in the vigorous proſeeution of the preſent war,” 


Which being objected to, and a queſtion ſtated thereupon, 
after long debate the previous queſtion was put— Whether 


the ſaid two niche fall * now pore. le was refolved in * 


negative | | 
Content. 22 | Not Contents 1 
Proxies > 1 15 WE . 
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a gegauſe we conceive the repeated declarations made in the 
name of the King, and the reſolutions come to by this Houſe, 
ue, a8 1285 now n an ns © bar to all negotiation with 


Earl Stanhope moved that the petition ſhould lie upen the 
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ſerious, and praying that the Houſe might addreſs his Majeſty 
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the preſent government of France, which can alone be remoy- 


ed by a reſolution of a ſimilar nature to that avoided by the 


previous queſtion, and which is become the more neceſſary 
from the declaration of his Majeſty's miniſters in debate, that 
the government of France is of ſuch a character as to preclude the 
poſſibility of treating, ſo long as they ſhall continue to att on their 
preſent principles; a declaration which we conceive to convey 
little leſs than a determination to carry on the war upon ſuch 
principles that it can alone be terminated by the deſtruction 
of one or both the nations. | | VV 
1 5 % BEDFORD. 

bo « GUILDFORD. 
OE «© LAUDERDALE. 

«© BUCKINGHAM.” 


Minority in the Houſe of Lordi, on the Duke of Bedford s Motion, tn 
open the way for a Negotiation with. the French for Peace. 


Duke of Bedford Earl of Buckinghamſhire , 
Nortolk | Guildford | 
Leeds | Clarendon 
Earl oft Derby | Viſcount Maynard 
| Suffolk Biſhop of Llandaff 
Lauderdale | Lord St. John. 


. PROXIES, Rog 

Earl of Thanet, Earl of Albemarle, Lord Chedworth. 
PEERS PRESENT, WHO WENT AWAY FROM INDISPOSITION, 
Duke of Grafton, Marquis of Lanſdown, Lord Lovel and Holland. 


Hos OF COMMONS. 

— Paid MR. Coo EE i 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that inſtead of 
Wedneſday next, he ſhould bring forward the Ways and Means 
of the year (the Budget), next Monday ſe'nnighht. | 

A new writ was ordered for the city of Cheſter, in the room 
of 'Thomas Groſvenor, Eſq. deceaſed. 5 * 

The Articles of the Conſtitution of Corſica were laid upon 
the table, together with an account of troops there in Britiſh 


Mr. Huſſey preſented a petition from the inhabitants of New 
Sarum, ſtating the ſituation of our affairs in general to be very 


ta 


=” 
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to open a negotiation for peace, &c.—Ordered to be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Alderman Curtis preſented a petition Hand the ſocket 
of friends, called Quakers, againſt the war, as being incompa- 
tible with the goſpel of Chriſt ; ſtating that they were owners 
of ſhips, and were called upon to furniſh a number of men, in 


proportion to the. unge of ſuch ſhips; that they cannot 


on their part agree to the war, and hoping that their caſe 
uvould be taken into ſerious conſideration, and that the Houſe 
would not agree to a meaſure which might deprive the peti- 
tioners and their families of the means of lublficace,—Order= 


to be laid on the table. 


The following is a lit of Members ballotted to decide on 
the queſtion of the right of eleCtion for the borough of 


| S 
Colonel +, Stanley, Chairman, 


S. Bernard Colonel G. Nugent 
R. Dundas | | Viſcount Hinchinbroke 
k OS - 8. Hilliard 
Viſcount Malden J. M. Pitt 
::- Dc Pi Coke. J. Adams 
C. Dundas T. Johns 
J. H. Addington B. Bouverie. 


The Mutiny Bill paſſed the Committee, and the report was 
rde to be receĩved on 1 | 
„ 


HOUSE oF. COMMONS. 
| MonDar, Feb. 16. 


MANNING OF THE NAVY, 


& petition was received from the ſhip-owners of the 
town of Scarborough, ſtating the plan for manning the navy, 
by raiſing a certain number of men, in proportion to the ton- 
nage of every outward-bound veſſel, to be impraCticable, and 
expreſſing their readineſs to grant a pecuniary aid for the 
Purpoſe. 

Ar. Grey ſaid that having ſome time ſince moved for returns 
of the protections granted by the Admiralty, &c. ſome of 
which he'now found laid upon the table, he wiſhed to know 
whether there was any objection that theſe returns ſhould be 
| Prices His object was to aſcertain whether any means could 
be found for manning the navy without 9 to the 
meaſures propoſed by the Bill. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated, that he had no ak 
JeQion i to the returns being printed. bad received. ſome 


— 


"F- | | recent 


WH 
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recent information from different quarters on the fubjeQ of 
manning the navy, which would induce him to adopt confider. - 
able alterations in the-plan he had already laid before the 
Houſe. Theſe alterations were ſuch as would lead to a more 
fpeedy and effectual zccompliſhment of the end in view; but, 
though proceeding upon the fame principle, would require 
regulations ſo very different from thoſe already ſuggeſted, as 
he believed would render it expedient to introduce a new 
A 8 | © SOT penn | 
Mr. Grey hoped that ſufficient time would be allowed te 
take the new Bill into. confideration, and to receive the ne- 
ceflary information from different parts of the country, before 
any artempt would be made to paſs it through the Houſe. 
T be returns were ordered to be printed for the uſe of the 
Members. | | „ 
The Marine Mutiny Bill went through a Committee. 
| The Houſe in a Committee of Supply voted 589,683. 
for tbe ordinary of the navy for 1795, and 325, 840l. towards 
the buildings, rebuildings, and repairs of ſhips, &c. in the 
merchants yards, for 1995.—To be reported to-morrow. 


|  AUSTRIAN LOAN, _ 5 
Mr. Hufſry ſaid, that public notice had been given ſome 
time ſince of a loan to be granted to the Emperor. On that 
ſubject he had a motion to make, which he believed was rather 
unprecedented, and as his apology he had only to plead that 
the bufineſs to which it referred was jitſelf unprecedented. He 
wiſhed to move, if there was no objection, that the contract 
reſpecting the loan ſhould be laid before the Houſe, previous 
to the diſcuſſion in the Committee of Supply. 5 „ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the motion which 
the Hon. Gentieman propoſed to make, was entirely incon- 
Gſtent with the forms of the Houſe, It was uſual for the per- 
fon in his ſituation to make the bargain with thoſe who were 
_ diſpoſed to contract for the loan; he ſhould afterwards, in 
bringing forward the Budget, have occaſion to propoſe a reſo- 
Jution ſtating the terms on which it was made. | ee 
Mr. Higſey aſxed why the miniſter had not, in making the 
preſent loan, proceeded by competition, as he had laſt year 
done with ſo much credit, and as he underſtood from the beſt 


4 


authority, was to be the caſe in another country (Ireland). 


Competition was in his mind the beſt mode of diſpoſing of the 
public money. When the Budget was brought forward in 
the Committee of Supply, there was always ſuch a multi- 
plicity of buſineſs as to prevent any particular point from re- 
ceiving 2 full diſcuſſion. He bad no hefitation to . 
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from what he underſtood of the terms of the loan, they were. 
ſo unexceptionable that he was deſirous to bring them before 
the Public in an authentic ſhape. _ 8 ö 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the buſineſs of the 
night of the Budget was to diſcuſs the terms of the loan, and 
that the propoſal of the Hon. Gentleman went to anticipate 
the diſcuſſion of the Budget before it was opened. 

Myr. Huffey ſaid, that the Right Hon. Gentleman was welt 
aware that the buſineſs was itſelf ſo unprecedented, that he had 
no clue to guide him on the preſent occaſion. 
Mr. _ gave notice of his intention to move for renewing 
the Bill of laſt ſeſſion to prevent the removing the poor from 
pariſh to pariſh. I | oY Be 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the Rev. Dr. 
_ Goodenough be defired to preach before the Houſe on the 25th 
of February, being faſt-day. 8 
The order of the day for taking into conſideration the 
report of the Bill for more effectually manning the navy was 
read, Ordered to be taken into conſideration to-morrow. : 
The Secretary at War ſaid, that he propoſed on Friday to 
move the Extraordinaries of the Army, ſo far as reſpected 
the French corps. e 
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Toxspav, Fes, 2. | 
© DURHAM PETITION FOR PEACE. | SD. 
Mr. Lombton preſented a petition from the 8 — 
tion, clergy, gentlemen, and inhabitants of the city of ur- 
ham, and its neighbourhood, praying the Houſe to exert its 
influente to procure n ſpeedy and honourable peace.—Ordered 
to he on the ; | | 3 
Mr. Burdon prefented a petition from the ſhip-owners, 
merchants, &. of the town of 8 _ the Sea, 
againſt the Bill for procuring a ſapply uf ſeamen for manning 
his Majeſty's navy.—Ordered to be referred to the Committee 
on the ſaid Bill. : DFR 1 
Sir M. W. Ridley preſented a ſimilar petition to the laſt, 
from the eee. Sc. of Newcaſtle upon Tyne. —Order- 
ed to be referred to the Committee on the ſaid bill. 
De Attorney General preſented a petition from the clergy | 
gentlemen, and inhabitants of the city of Durham and its 
neighbourhood, purporting to be a counter-petition to that 
preſented by Mr, Lambton, ſtating, that ſuch petition as was 
„ e e | preſented, 
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preſented, or 0 be preſented, by certain perſons, pray- 


ing for a ſpeedy peace, did not ſpeak the ſentiments of thoſe 
now had ſigned the counter-petition, which he had the honour | 
then to preſent. Mr. Attorney ſaid, that he had received a 


Jetter from a Gentleman who was at the meeting, informing 
am that there were ſeven or eight names figned to this counter- 
_ petition of Gentlemen of the firſt reſpectability in the county 


of Durham, who, from the badneſs of the weather, and the 
diſtance they lived fram the place, could not attend in perſon, 


but who authoriſed other perſons to ſign for them: Whether 


this was ſtrictly agreeable in point of form to the orders 
of the Houſe, he did not exactly recollect, but he ſubmitted 


the matter to the opinion of the Speaker. TIF 


Te Speaker ſaid, that by a ſtanding order of the Houſe 


_ © no petition could be received as the petition of certain per- 


ſons, unleſs the names affixed to ſuch petition were actually 


figned by the perſons themſelves whole petition it purported to 


but in the preſent caſe, he conceived that with reſpect 


to thoſe-who had ſigned this counter-petition by proxy and not 


in perſon, it was no petition of theirs, but that it ſtood good 


_ as'the petition. of all thoſe who had aFually figned it, and might 
be received as heir petition, 


On the queſtion being put, that this petition do lie on the 
table — * | Py, fin ; by | RA of . 

Mr. Lambton roſe td object to it. He ſaid, he could not 
agree to the petition being received, for ſeveral reaſons, which 
he would ſubmit to the conſideration: of the Houſe. In the 


| firſt place, he,conceived, that if petitions of a ſimilar tendency 


were to be countenanced and become common, it would ſtrike 


ar the very root of the right of the people to petition—and ſure 


he was, that he could ſafely appeal to the Learned Gentleman 
himſelf, and aſk whether there was any caſe in which the 
people's right to petition was ſo incontrovertibleas on the ſub- 
ject of peace or war? Who felt the greateſt ſhare of calamity 
from war ?—'Fhe people. Who expended the greateſt waſte 
of blood and treaſure in every war? — The people. Who felt 
moſt heavily the weight and preſſure of an enormous and daily 
icrealing taxation from the unprecedented expences of the 
war ?—Certainly the people. It was the people therefore—the 


great maſs and body of the people who were moſt nearly in- 


tereſted in procuring the bleſſings of peace; and to their pe- 

titions on this head he hoped and truſted the Houſe would 

pay every degree of attention and regard. | | 
The means by which the ſignatures to the petition intro- 


_ duced by the Hon. and Learned Gentleman were obtained, 


were ſuch, he was informed, as he could not paſs by without 
. | = 5 calling 
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calling for a few obſervations. In order to ſtate them with as 
much regularity as. poſhble, he would firſt ſtate the manner in 
which the petition he had the honour to preſent, had been 
brought forward in the city of Durham, and the ſignatures 
obtained, and then he would proceed to that which the 
Learned Gentleman had preſented, and which he then object- 
ed to receiving. The petition which he had juſt the honour 
to preſent, had its origin in a meeting of the mayor, corpora- 
tion, and inhabitants of Durham, and its vicinity, called toge- 
ther by a public advertiſement, on a day therein named, to take 
into conſideration the utility, neceſſity, or otherwiſe, of 3 
| petition for peace. In this advertiſement, the clergy of Dur- 
ham were alſo invited to attend the meeting; and it was rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, that if that body of men had any objection 
to a petition of ſuch a nature, they would of courfe have at- 
tended and given ſuch objections to the meaſure as might ap- 
pear to them to be proper on the occaſion ; But this they neg- 
lected to do; none of them attended, it was_therefore fair to 
ſuppoſe they had no objections to make; the petition was in- 
troduced, read, and agreed to by a great and decided majority, 
and after lying a certain time to receive ſignatures, which it 
had done to a very conſiderable number, was tranſmitted to 
him to be prefented. . | 8 
In a few days after the petition was agreed upon, an ad- 
vertiſement was ſent forth by the Dean and Chapter of Dur- 
ham, requeſting the attendance of the clergy, gentlemen, and 
inhabitants of the ſaid city and neighbourhood, to conlider of 
the propriety of a petition, in oppoſition to that which had 
been betore agreed upon at the meeting called by the mayor. 
At this meeting the petition preſented by the Hon, and Learn- 
ed Gentleman was agreed to, and ordered to lie at a certain 
inn, in that place, for ſignatures. The means which had 
been uſed to obtain thoſe fignatures, Mr. Lambton ſaid, were 
as extraordinary as they were reprehenſible. It was well 
known that in many places, but particularly ſo in Durham, the 
clergy were a very powerful body, and equally active as they 
were powerful, when they wanted to carry a favourite point: 
On the preſent occaſion they had fent an official agent round 
the city to inform every tradefman who had dealings with the 
College, that if he did not come forward and fign the petition, 
or rather the counter=petition, they muſt nat any longer expect 
to ſhare in the buſineſs of the College. But this was not all: 
They had entered into an alliance with their brethren of 
another charge, againſt whom, in former days, they had been 
particularly hoſtile and inimical—he meant the 7 of the 
church of Rome. The Roman catholic prieſt there had 
Vor- Hl. „ preached 
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| preached a ſermon expreſsly adapted to the occaſion, and the 
whole of his congregation had it directly in command from 


their Father Confeſor, not to fail giving their attendance and 
fignatures to the counter-petition. Even this was not all. A. 


clergyman in Durham—he would not ſay one of the chapter, 


but a Rev. Gentleman of conſiderable conſequence in the 


town, had been very. active on the occaſion, and had parti- 


cularly exerted himſelf in obtaining ſignatures to this 
petition. After it had lain at one inn for ſome days, a freſh 


hand- bill was circulated, purporting that the petition was re- 


moved from the place in which it was firſt placed, to another 
inn, more” conveniently fituated in the town. This was to 


raiſe curiofity on the market-day, on which the Rev. Gentle- 


man, before ſpoken of, was truly active. He had alſo em- 
ployed his butler in a ſimilar way; who, as he was informed, had 
exerted himſelf with till greater effect than his maſter, and 


by dint of warm ale and brandy had met with abundant ſuc- | 
cefs in procuring ſignatures, . : 


The petition purported to be that of Durham and its neigh- 


bourhooch whereas ſignatures of people living at Sunderland, 
and other places, twenty miles diſtant from Durham, had been 


obtained and annexed to it. This was extending neighbour- 
hood a great way. They had alſo, he was. informed, permitted 
four perſons to ſign who were not of age, and had applied to, 
and prevailed with many livery ſervant men, who were un- 
doubtedly under particular influence, to ſign this petition, 
which they had done accordingly. The names of the four per- 
ſons under age he could point out if it was thought neceflary, 
as they had been tranſmitted to him for the purpoſe. - Under 
all theſe circumſtances, Mr. Lambton faid, he ſhould think it 
his duty, were there no other reaſon for it, to oppoſe the re- 
ception of this petition. But he declared, he felt the moſt 
ſerious, painful, and melancholy ſenfations ariſe in his boſom, 
when he reflected on the nature of ſuch a petition, ſet on foot 
and carried through by the influence and activity of fuch a 
body of men as the clergy. He really was alarmed for the 
fate of our holy religion, that beſt and ſtrongeſt conſolation to 


man on earth, and his greateſt ſecurity for happineſs in the life 


to come. He dreaded leſt infidelity and atheiſm ſhould over- 
bear and overturn all the ſtrong holds of piety, religion, and 


virtue, if the great body of the people ſhould once conceive the 
idea and belief, that thoſe who were placed as preachers of the 


goſpel, and deemed diſciples of the Prince of peace, ſhould be 
found to be the moſt zealous advocates and warmeſt partizans 
for carrying on a ſyſtem. of bloodſhed, devaſtation, and deſtruc- 
tion, He was ſorry to find a petition of that complexion com- 
* . X Riu 


— 


derable effect on the minds of the people, who were every- 
where tired of the war, and panting for peace; and, therefore, 


he ſhould certainly oppoſe the reception of the petition, par- 
ticularly as it aſſumed a poſition which he contended to be a 
falſe one: It ſaid, that the petition which he had preſented 


preſcribed to miniſters the time and mode of making a peace; 


whereas there was neither any time nor mode for obtaining 
peace mentioned in it it only prayed that a peace might be 
Jpvechly omen. nds 88 et ee ob 
Mr. Francis wiſhed to know if the Attorney General was 
authoriſed to ſtate to the Houſe, that the perſons whoſe names 
were ſigned by proxy, were ſo ſigned by their requeſt ; if he 
could not anſwer that queſtion in the affirmative, the Houſe 
ought to conſider that part of the petition as a forgery, and 
therefore he ſhould in that caſe object to the petition being 
laid upon the table. 8 | | . 


De Attorney General, in reply to Mr. Lambton's objections, 
contended, that the petition which he had preſented ought 


certainly to be received, and he conceived that he could clearly 
ſhe w that the objections ſtated by the Hon. Gentleman did not 
apply to it in the manner the Hon. Gentleman had perſuaded 
himſelf they did. In the firſt place, he ſaid, it would be ne- 
ceſſary for him to premiſe that, in all he had advanced on the 


ſubject, he had gone by the information of others. He was 


not very converſant with, nor had he much local knowledge 
of Durham and its neighbourhood, though he had ſome 
friends there who had given him information on the ſubject. 
He had been obliged to bring this buſineſs forward in con- 
ſequente of the Hon. Gentleman's colleague being ab- 
| ſent on ſome family ailment or death, which at preſent de- 
tained him from his duty in that Houſe, and therefore the 
petition had been tranſmitted to him, and he had preſented it, 


as he deemed himſelf in duty bound to do a petition from any 


ſet of men in any part of the kingdom, who requeſted him to 
preſent it. He had offered, if the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt would defer preſenting his petition for a few days, when it 


was expected his colleague would be in town, to keep back 


any mention of the petition he had the honour to preſent, but 


that not being acceded to, it was, in his opinion, a duty in» 


cumbent on. him to bring it forward, and to take the Speaker's 
opinion as to the want of form which attended it. With re- 
gard to the obſervations which the Hon. Gentleman had made, 
reſpeCting the clergy of Durham not having attended the firſt 
meeting, 705 thought, that in ſo doing, they had acted perfect- 
ly right. The mayor of Durham, in his advertiſement for 


8 2 | convening 
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ing from ſuch a quarter; it could not fail to have a very conſi- 
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' convening that meeting, had addreſſed the clergy, among 
others, bat in his capacity of mayor, he had nothing to do 
with the clergy, nor did they think it neceſſary to attend to 
the ſummons, It was, nevertheleſs, neceffary that they ſhould 
have another meeting, and draw up arid agree to another peti- 
tion: At the meeting of the mayor and corporation, when 
they came to agree on a petition, it was ſtyled, and it then bore 
the title of the Petition of the Mayor, Corporation, Clergy, 
Gentlemen, &c, whereas none of the Clergy were preſent at 
the meeting, nor did they approve of the petition then agreed 
upon. Why then ſhould it go forth to the world as their peti- 
tion? It would have been wrong to have ſuffered it to have 
paſſed upon the Houſe unnoticed. VV 
The Hon. Gentleman had declaimed with great warmth 
againſt the clergy of Durham, for having, as he had choſen to 
ſtate it, promoted a petition for war, and had ſaid chat it 
would be detrimental to the intereſts of religion, were the 
people to imagine that thoſe who were called preachers of 
peace, ſhould be the ſupporters of war and the ſtirrers up of 
ſtrife. But the petition which he had himſelf the honour to 
preſent, the Attorney General contended, went to no ſuch 
length; it was nota petition for the continuance of war; it only 
ſtated that the ſubſcribers of it thought that at this important 
momentthey might put confidence in his Majeſty, aided by both 
Houſes of Parliament, in the full aſſurance that no favourable 
Opportunity would be omitted in which peace might be made 
with\a proſpect of ſecurity ; and that, having that confidence, 
they reſted on it, well ſatisfied that any petition for ſpeedy _ 
peace at this moment would be premature, and might be of 
_ prejudice. As the petition preſented by the Hon. Gentleman 
Profeſſed to be the petition of the clergy and gentlemen, 
when it really was not, it was their bounden duty to contra- 
dict it, which they had done, and as he thought with great 
propriety. In this procedure they had alſo acted as the zeal- 
ous defenders of our holy religion; for, on the happy termi- 
nation of this war, the intereſts of that religion greatly depend- 
ed. If a peace ſhould ever be made which ſhould not be per- 
manent, or for which there was no fufficient ſecurity, there 
would he reaſon to tremble for that religion; and therefore 
the clergy had thewn themſelves its beſt and ableſt guardians, in 
praying that no peace might be made till it could be done with 
ſecurity, and in leaving it to the wiſdom of his Majeſty and of 
the two Houſes of Parliament to decide when that preciſe 
Period of time ſhould be arrived. _ NY et 2 We; : 
© The Hon. Gentleman had gone at great length into the 
mode uſed for obtaining ſignatures to the petition, Mr. Attor- 
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ney ſaid, which he had the honour to preſent. He had 


no doubt but the Hon. Gentleman had received the in- 


formation he ſtated, but in all theſe caſes it was invariably the 
ſame, —one party found fault with the mode of the others. 
He had received information reſpecting the objectionable 

manner in which ſignatures had been gained to the petition 


preſented by the Hon: Gentleman, but he did not think it 


worth while to take up the time of the Houſe with detailing 
them. The fact was, that the petition he had the honour to 
preſent was figned by a very large number of moſt reſpeQta« 

ble gentlemen, clergy, and others. It in every reſpect theres 
fore deferved the attention of the Houſe. With regard to 


thoſe gentlemen, who, from certain uatoward circumſtances 


of the weather, could not get to the place to fign it in 
perſon, but who had authoriſed others to ſign for them, 
though, in point of form, he was now informed it could not 
be received as heir petition ; yet it clearly ſhewed their opi- 
nions and principles, and he would be bold to ſay, that feveral 


of thoſe Gentlemen were as reſpectable in point of fortune 


and connexions as any in the county, not even excepting the 


large fortune and reſpectable connexions of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman ho ſpoke laſt. He ſhould therefore once more re- 
queſt the opinion of the Speaker reſpecting the want of form; 


and if that was not materially againſt it, he had no doubt but 
the Houſe would order the petition to lie on the table. © 
The Speaker repeated what he before ſaid reſpecting the 
ſtanding order of the Houſe, and ſaid, that a Committee might 
be appointed to inquire into the matter on evidence, and to 


| ſtrike out thoſe names which ſhould be proved not to have been 


figned by the parties own hands. 5 | 
Mr. Lambton roſe to explain. He ſaid, that, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Right Hon. Gentleman had advanced upon the 
ſubject, he was ſtill convinced of the impropriety of the peti- 


tion preſented by the Learned Gentleman. There was one 


very material objection of his, which the Right Hon. Gehtle- 
man had not anſwered; that was, that the petition aſſumed a 
poſition which he contended was a falſe one and altogether 
unfounded. It afferted, that in the petition which he had 
the honour to preſent to the Houſe, the petitioners had 
dictated to his Majeſty's miniſters as to the time and made 


of making peace; whereas, in point of fact, it neither men- 


tioned time nor mode, and therefore, being falſe and unfound- 
ed, the counter-petition ought not to be received. 


The Attorney General ſaid, in explanation, that he thought 
a petition for a ſpeedy peace was certainly preſcribing both time 


and mode, inaſmuch as, by puſhing miniſters on the ſubject, 
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= clearly caafined: them toa narrow compaſs in both reſpects. If 
they were to be obliged to enter upon terms of peace imme- 
diately, it was certainly narrowing their powers with reſpect 
to the mode they might wiſh to purſue. 
Mr. Grey maintained it to be highly impolitic to make 2 
conſtant reference to the property of individuals who were the 
_ petitioners of that Houſe, eſpecially on the queſtion of peace 
or war, It tended to impreſs on the minds of the poor, that 
their intereſts were not to be attended to in that Houſe ; it 
migit induce them to regard the rich as men drawn up in array 
of battle againſt them; and if ever the hour of extreme cala- 
mity ſhould arrive, on whom was the nation at large to depend, 
jf the affections of the poor were loſt ? | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought, that — the re- 
ſpectability of thoſe WhO had actually ſigned the petition, 
the fair inference was, that the proxies ſpoke che ſenti- 
ments of thoſe whoſe names appeared, but who had not 
Ggned it, and therefore; to eraſe their names would be to 
facrifice ſubſtance to form. As to the precepts of chriſtianity, 
he maintained that they did not forbid a defence of ourſelves; 
and this being a war declared by anarchy and atheiſm againſt 
order and-religion, there was nothing inconſiſtent with the 
character of a miniſter of the Goſpel, in petitioning that the 
continuance of it might be left to the wiſdom of his Majeſty and 
the great Council of the Nation. With regard to the idea of 
drawing a line of diſtinction between the intereſts of the rich 
and the poor in this war, he ſaid, that ſuch a line had never 
been drawn in that Houle, except by thoſe who accuſed others 
of it, for the purpoſe of urging arguments againſt ſuch an 
ariſtocratic practice, when, in point of fact, their own prac 
tice was, upon that very point, the moſt ariſtocratical, 7 
Mr. Lambton and Mr. Grey denied the charge of the mi- 
miſter, and appealed to the ww of their ane as a refuta- | 
tion of it. „ 
The Maſeer of the Rolls erte the petition. 8 
Mr. Secretary Dundas did not wiſh it to be underſtood . 
he felt leſs for the poor than any other Member of that Houſe; 
but the common ſenſe of mankind told us, that a certain reſpect 
vas due to property; and therefore it could not be improper to 
allude to it, in preſenting a petition to that Houſe. If he were 
to meet the Hon, Gentleman (Mr, Lambton) in the lobby, he 
ſhould hardly think it a ſafe thing to tell him he ſhould pay 
no more regard to his petition than to the petition of his ſtable- 


y. | 
Mr. Harriſon thought that as the chaff could not be ſepa- | t 


rated pron the grain in Lthis ee che beſt thing the . 
cou 
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could do was to reject it, in order that the parties might have 
an opportunity of preſentiig'c one from which no names ought 
to be eraſed. | 

T he Speaker ſaid, there were two ways of diſpoſ ay regularly | 
of this queſtion z. to object to the petifion being laid on the 
table, or, after it was there, to move for a Committee to in- 
quire how it was ſigned, and if any fignatures ap to bei ir- 
regular, to eraſe them. : 

Mr. Martin was of opinion, that it was wrong to eu any 
particular diſtinction between different ranks of men who pe- 
tioned that Houſe 3 but if any diſtinction muſt be made, he 
thought that the petitions of the lower claſs, in the caſe of war, 
were more reſpectable than thoſe which came from the higher, 
| becauſe it was on the lower the burdens of war moſt. heavily $ 

reiß, 

: General Smith ebe, that be had never Fünen fo 
diſorderly a debate as on that evening. So many explanations 
upon explanations he had never heard, and he thought many 
of them foreign to the ſubject. He did not wiſh to miſtake A 
any thing; but if he was right, he underſtood the Attorney 
General to have faid, that he had received a letter from the 
Chairman of the meeting, that the names of ſeven or eleven 
perſons ſigned to the petition were not figned by the parties : 
If this was ſo (and the Right Hon. Gentleman would correct 
him if it was not), it was a clear proof that this could not be 
their petition, and, as there was no proof of any of the others 
having actually ligned it, he thougks it ought not to be re- 
ceived. 

The Attorney Gauer ſaid, he was ſorry, after fo many 
explanations had been complained of, to find himſelf 
obliged to riſe to explain once more; but the Hon. Member 
had miſtaken what he ſtated, —which was not that he had 
received a letter from the Chairman of the meeting, but from 2 
gentleman who was preſent at the meeting. 

The queſtion being put, the petition was ordered t to be laid 
on the table. 

Type Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that with Re to the 

Bill which was before the Houſe for the more effectually 
\upplying his Majeſty's navy with ſeamen, it was his intention 
to move. that it be poſtponed for three months, for the purpoſe 
of bringing in another Bill upon the ſame principle, but va- 
rying in a great meaſure the mode of carrying the principle 
into effect. | 

Mr. Grey ſaid, that as the orefert Bill was underſtood 
to be 1 PDE tie next 2 be equally Trees 

| ate 
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bated when it came to be underſtood, and there ſhould cer. 
tainly be time given to make inquiry of thoſe who were to be 
moſt immediately affected by it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved the Order of the 
Day on the Bill, with a view of poſtponing the ſurther.con- 
fideration of it as hehad mentioned; but, on the ſuggeſtion of 
the Speaker, on the regularity of the proceeding, the Aut was 

withdrawn. 
| The Chancellor of the n then ſaid, he mould more 
ſor leave to bring in a new Bill upon this ſubject the next day, 
and he ſhould pr _ to go on through the ſeveral ſtages of it 
as quickly as poſſi ble, in order that after it was printed, a 
week's time ſhould be afforded for the various perſons moſt 
immediately intereſted to conſider it; he propofed to go into 

a Committee on it, merely for the purpoſe of filling, up the 
. blanks the day after the next; and that being the 1 3 

better way would be to move now for leave to bring in che Bill „ 

which he did, — Agreed. | 
He then moved, that the other Bill for the more effeQually | 
ſupplying of his Majeſty's Navy by landmen, be referred to 
a Committee of the whole Houſe on the Thurſday following. 


_ —Ordered. 


Mr. Cur auen preſented a petition ſigned by about a thouſand 
perſons in-the neighbourhood of Carlifle, againſt the war, and 
praying for peace.—Ordered to be laid on the table. 
Mr. Hobart braught up the Report of the Committee af | 
Supply. — The reſolutions were read and agreed to. 

A new writ was ordered for the borough of Therten "= 


JE, i gar 


* HOUSE oF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, Feb. 18. 


| Ms. Roſe moved, that the particulars of the vote of credit 
of laſt year ſhould be laid upon the table ordered. 


The Houſe i in a Committee of Supply vyoted— 


„. 4. 
For the Civil Eſtabliſhment of the Province of rer Canada Nr 0 0. 
Ditto Ditto, Nova Robe . 4415 0 9 
Ditto Ditto, New Brunſwick _ $4. >, þ- 41 08; 10 -P 
Ditto Ditto, Ifland of St. John d 1900 0 0 
Ditto Ditto, Cape Breton — 2 22 Go. e © 
Ditto Ditto, Newfoundland «|. . - | 4 $832.00 0 


JJC 
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5 ; 


„„ ot - 
For the Civil Efablitument of the Bermuda \Itands „ 00-0 v 
Ditto Ditto, Dominica OO a ROY as 600 © o 
Ditto Ditto, New South Wales 32d TH 3241 0 © 
Ditto, extraordinary expences of his _ s Mint, froth 2 
Jan. 1, to July 27, 1794 . „ 388% „ 


Ditto Ditto, from July 28, to December 31, 179% — 1366 2 6 


Mr. Roſe moved, that the ſum of 4680! be paid to * 


repreſentatives of Richard Oſwald, due to him as Contractor 
for the army in Germany in the year 1763. 


Mr. Hufſty objected to the Committee voting ſo large a ſum, 
without opportunity being afforded for diſcuſling the ground 
upon which it was granted. 

Mr. Rofe ſaid, that, as large ſums had been recovered from 
public accountants, it was proper that ſums which were found 
to be due to them, as in the preſent inſtance, ſhould be paid 


to them or their repreſentatives. 


T he Speaker ſuggeſted, that the proper mode of proceeding = 


would be for the Hon. Gentleman to move for the Report of 


the Commiſſioners of Public Accounts, with reſpect to the 


| ſum due to the repreſentatives of Richard Oſwald. 


The Houſe was reſumed, the Report ordered to be received 
the next day, and the Committee were appointed to ſit again 
on the Friday following. 

Mr. Roſe moved, © That the report of the ſums due to the 


repreſentatives of Richard Oſwald be laid upon the table; and 


alſo of the ſums due to the Land rave of Heſſe-Caſſel, for his 
ſervices in the American war.” —Ordered. 
The Committee of Wars and Means was deferred till the 
next Friday. | 
- AS 5 


— — > - - N . ; _ 


— 


HOUSE oF LORDS. 
 TauvzsDar, Feb. 19. 


WARREN HASTINGS, 


Lord Wal 7 gam moved, That the Report of the G 
appointed to ſearch for precedents in the manner of proceed 
ing to judgment in caſes of impeachment before this Houſe, 
be taken into conſideration on Thurſday | _ and that the 
Houſe be ROE ee ; | 

A . Gs 4 ; 
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HOUSE. OF COMMONS. 
Ius, Feb. 19. 
5 MANCHESTER PETITION. N 
Colonel Stanley preſented a petition from 10 820 inhabitants 
of Mancheſter, ſtating the injury ſuſtained by manufactures and 
commerce in conſequence of the war, which, if perſiſted in 
under the preſent circumſtances, might tend to involve the 
country in irretrievable ruin; and praying that meaſures might 
be taken for the reſtoration of peace. e 
The petition was brought up, and ordered to be laid upon 


the table. | | 
Colonel Maitland ſaid, that the une; which had juſt been 
0 preſented needed no argument to ſupport it. He would more 


particularly have been diſpoſed to have made no obſervations 
on this petition, on account of the place from which it came, 
as every man mult rather with to allay than to inflame the 
* ſpirit of violence which had ſo diſgracefully exhibited itſelf at 
Birmingham and Mancheſter, had it not been for the conduc 
of the Hon. Gentleman who had Jul brought up the petition, 
and which was ſuch as compelled him to make a few remarks. 
The Hon. Gentleman, he underſtood, when he preſented a 
« counter-petition from the ſame place, on a former evening, 
had accompanied it with animadverſions, ſtating that it had 
been ſigned by all the perſons of reſpectability in the neigh- 
bourhood. The Colonel appealed to his own perſonal know- 
ledge for the reſpectability of many of thoſe who had ſigned 
the preſent petition, and aſked the ih Gentleman who pre- 1 
ſented it, whether he knew any perſons in the neighbourhood | 
more reſpectable than Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Rigby, and Mr. Percival? | 
Never indeed was there a petition with reſpect to which the forms c 
of the Houſe had been more ſtrictly adhered to. But the 


Hon. Gentleman had gone further, —he had ſaid, that a de- ( 
gree of miſchievous activity had been ſhewn in procuring ſig- f 
natures; if there had been any miſchievous activity, it had n 
been confined to the other fide, who ſtyled thoſe who ſigned 0 


the preſent petition, No King-men, No Church-men, and 
deſcribed them as perſons who murdered all Kings, deſtroyed 
all religion, deſpiſed the poor, and increaſed taxes, &c. He p 
had ſaid, likewiſe, that thoſe who now petitioned for peace 
were held in univerſal odium; if they had incurred any de- 

gree of odium, it was only in conſequence of the groſs miſre- 


_ preſentation of their opponents. He wiſhed to know how 0 
the counter-petition had been obtained: It had, he under- ä 


ſtood, 


pool, —Ordered to lie upon the table. 


\ 


Fin. 19.] , WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 139 


ſtood, been obtained by all the arts of influence, misſtatement, 


and corruption: It was bgned by many under the idea that 
it was a 8 N for peace. In one of the neighbouring vil- 
lages, which furniſhed about 400 ſignatures, the bellman was 


ſent round, to invite all Church-men and King-men to ſign 


a petition againſt republicans and, levellers. „ 
Colonel Stanley ſaid, that the Hon. Gentleman had not been 
preſent when he brought up the counter-petition 3 upon that 
occaſion he had not ſtated his own ſentiments, but only read 
an extract of a letter from the chairman, who tranſmitted the 
hands, he aſked the Gentlemen who brought it to rown, whe- 
ther they wiſhed that he ſhould ſay any thing; to which they 
anſwered in the negative. He acknowledged that the preſent 
petition had been ſigned by many perſons of great reſpectabi- 
lity ; as to the boys and children who had ſigned it, of them he 
would ſay nothing. He would always ſtudy to diſcharge his 
duty as an upright and independent Member... 7 
Colonel Maitland ſaid, he would leave it to the Houſe to de- 


termine whether the Hon. Gentleman, by reading the letter, 


did not mean to make the impreſſion that ſuch were his own 


ſentiments. He would take upon him to ſtate that the peti- 


tion for peace was not 7 wr by one boy or child; whereas 


the counter-petition was ſigned by many of that deſcription. 


| eee LIVERPOOL PETITION. _ EOS 
General Tarleton preſented a petition from ten thouſand mer- 


chants, traders, and; other. inhabitants of Liverpool, ſtating 
the diſtreſſes which they had ſuffered in conſequence of the 


war, expreſſing their regret that the exiſtence of any particular 
government in France fhould operate as a bar to negotiation, 
nd praying that means might be taken for a ſpeedy reſtoration 


of the bleſfings of peace. 3 29 
General Tarleton enforced the ſubſtance of the petition in a 
ſhort ſpeech, in which he dwelt upon the peculiar hardſhips 
ſuſtained by his conflituents, and the general change of ſenti- 
ment in the country, in conſequence of the diſaſtrous events 
of che n oe. 5 i: 
The petition was ordered to lie upon the table. 8 8 
Ar. B. Gaſcoyne brought up a counter- petition from Liver- 


% 


'' © CARLISLE PETITION. 


85 Lord Morpeth preſented a petition from - ſome freemen of 
Carliſle, ſtating that their names had been ſigned to a petition / 


5 : for 


— 


Py to him. When the preſent petition was put into his 
1 


* 
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for peace, without their knowledge or permiſſion, and praying 
that they might be a n r or withdrawn. 
The petition was brought up and read; it was ſigned by 
about eight or ten names, to two of which -there were 
marks. 8 | 9 e = 


Mr. Wallace ſaid that this petition would ſerve to ſhew the 


feebleneſs of the minority throughout the country, and that 


there was nothing to which theſe adyocates for an immediate 


peace would not deſcend.. 


Mr. Curwen expreſſed his hope that an inquiry would be | 


made by what means theſe names.had been ſigned to the peti- 
tion. He could take upon him to ſtate that never was any pe- 
tition brought forward more fairly than that of the freemen of 
Carliſle. It was voted at a public meeting, at which there 
were only four diſſenting voices; no ſolicitation whatever had 
been made for ſignatures. | | =p 


Mr. Wallace faid, that no ſolicitation had been made for 


ſignatures, becauſe it appeared that they had put down names 
without aſking leave. ak Os | | 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he wiſhed very much for an explanation of 


this matter, as it was a thing which ought to be inquired 


into, and even thoſe who withed to prove the truth of this 


complaint, ought to promote an inquiry. He muſt obſerve, 
however, that the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had been 
miſinformed once already reſpecting another petition on that 


very ſubject. With reſpe& to the matter complained of, he 


could only ſay, that, if any perſons preſumed to ſet down any 
names except their own, to a petition to be preſented to that 
Houſe, they infringed on its privileges; and therefore he 
wiſhed the matter to be inveſtigated: But nothing could 


follow if the matter ſhould be true, but the eraſure of the 


names, and perhaps the puniſhment of the perſons who were 
guilty. He mult alſo obſerve, that it by no means followed, 
as a matter of courſe, from what had already appeared, that 


thoſe names were entered by the friends of the petition ; for, 


if it was an impoſture, it was more likely to be practiſed by 
enemies than friends to the petition. Here it appeared that 
the names of ſeven or eight perſons were forged to a petition 
which was ſigned by 182 perſons, and he was.not convinced 
upon the face of the tranſaction, that theſe names were entered 
by the friends of the petition. The Hon. Gentleman had 
ſaid that the advocates for peace would deſcend to any thing. 
He was himſelf an advocate ſor peace, and he truſted it was 
not neceſſary for him to ſay that he would not deſcend to any 
thing that was improper, or to ſay that he was more likely, 2) 

5 CO OR 80 dent 


* 0 


being a Committee of the whole Houſe. 
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account of what he had juſt heard, to confide in any promiſes 

that were to be made of the happy iſſue of this great, glorious; 

and ſucceſsful war. With reſpect to what the Hon. Gentle- 

man had been | pra wy to ſay of a feeble minority, he confeſſed 
e 


they were but few in that Houſe, but he truſted they were not 


very feeble; the manner, however, in which affairs were managed 
on the queſtion of peace and war out of doors, was a little odd, 


for this great, this vigorous, this triumphant majority, never 
came to any of the meetings projected by this feeble minority, 


where the queſtion of peace or war was to be agitated; they 
always went to ſome other place: Perhaps this great majority 


were too magnanimous to inſult this feeble minority, and 


ſtaid away on that account; and whenever they had any peti- 


tion, they proceeded in the moſt open and candid manner, 
for he would not ſay that they procured ſignatures unfairly, but 
he would ſay that in the counter-petitions there did appear 


ſomething like management, for in every one of them peace 
was mentioned as a thing exceedingly deſirable, and the only 
_ doubts were upon a queſtion, Whether it ought to be made at 
this moment? 5 


Whatever might be conceived of the ſituation of oppoſition 


to the preſent war in that Houſe, he conceived that a complete 
proof could be had of what was going forward out of the 


Houle by the petitions that had already been brought into it; 
and he believed that however ſeeble the minority might ſeem to 
ſome perſons, the people at large would very ſoon convince 


them of their ſentiments upon the war. It was extremely 
material to Gentlemen, who would conſider. the real ſtate of 


this country, to reflect whether (if the war was to be profecut- 


ed) it did not behove Government to take ſome ſtep to pro- 


duce unanimity; and, in this view, he conſidered opinions 
out of doors extremely important and neceſſary to be attended 
to. With reſpe& to his own opinion in that Houſe, it was 
not governed by.the opinion of any body, for he always formed 


it for himſelf upon the beſt view he could take of things to be 


conſidered z and with reſpect to the opinions of the people at 


majorities in that Houſe or elſewhere. - | 
Lord Morpeth then moved, „That, inſtead of the preſent 


large, he believed they were not likely to be long governed by 


petition being laid on the table, a Committee be appointed to 

examine the matter of a petition preſented to the Houſe on 
the 22d of January laſt, on behalf of the freemen of Carliſle, 
and report it, as it ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe.” | 


Mr. Curwen ſuggeſted the propriety of the Committee 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought, that that would 


be inconvenient z and that a Select Committee would examine 


the ſubject hotter. 


The queſtion was put and cortices" ; and the following Mem- 


bers were ſelected to be of the Committee: — 


Lord Morpeth Mr. Huſſeyß 
Sir H. Fletcher | Mr. Howard 
Mr. Curwen 5 Mr. Sumner, and 
Mr. Braddyll Mr, Martin. 


Mr. Huff y then moved, © That the account of the er 


Ns traordinaries of the army be printed,” which, after a ſhort 
' __ converſation between him and the Chancellor of the . 


chequer, was order wa. 
EMRBARCO. 


. Secretary Dundas. brought up a copy of his Majeſty's 


Order in Council, for laying an- — o on all Britiſh ſhips 
is Majefty's navy.— 


and veflels, for the better manning of 


- Ordered to be laid on the table. | 
Mi. Hobart brought up the Report of the Committee of 


Supply. The reſolutions were read and agreed to. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that as public 


buſineſs of a preſſing nature (the extrevadinaricy of the army) 


was to be diſcuſſed the next day; it might be convenient that 
the motion of his Hon. Friend, Mr. Wilberforce, on the 


Slave Trade, might be deferred to ſome open day in the next 


week. 

Mr. Fox ſaid there was no bubneſs of greater importance 
than that of the Slave Trade; it was now preſſing alſo in 
point of time. We all knew that the queſtion had been 
evaded by ſome means or other, and that had certainly put 
the buſineſs alrogether in very conſiderable danger. 4 
had been a great delay in this matter, perhaps very 
perly ; he was giving no opinion upon that ſubject then, but 
that Houſe ſhould ſuffer as little further delay as poſſible to 
conſider the fituation of the caſe, and, therefore, if the diſ- 


cuſſion did not take place next day, he hoped it would as 


ſoon afterwards as poſſible. 


After a few words from Mr. Wilberfores;: the ſubject was 


agreed to ſtand for diſcuſſion on the Thurſday following. 
Me Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
Pay on the Bill for railing men for the oy out of the coun- 
ties of Great Britain. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 


whole Houſe, and proceeded through the whole of the Bill, 


the report was received imiediatcly, aud the Chancellor the 
| the 


— 
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the Exchequer moved, That the report be printed and taken 
into further conſideration on Monday. —Ordered. He then 
intimated that he ſhould propoſe that the Bill be read a third 
time on Monday. ; 25 g | | 
Colonel  Caxuthorne abſerved, that conſidering the circum» 
ſtances of the day, the neceſſities and diſtreſſes of the poor, 
he could not let the Bill paſs without recommending to the 


Houſe what he thought his duty, when the greateſt and 


heavieſt taxation, to enable the country to maintain unprece- 
dented exertion, was reſorted to. It was notorious, he ſaid, 
that the weight of taxation falls upon that deſcription of the 
community, who depend moſtly on daily labour and buſineſs, 
to ſupply the calls of the day—their daily bread. To them 


war 1s ruinous—doubly ruinous. It deprives them of t 
means of living; and it beſides oppreſſes them with immo- 


derate taxes—taxes, that in the ſunſhine of peace, and pro- 


ſperity of buſineſs, they are not ſubjected to. What he beg- 
ged to ſubmit to the conſideration of the Houſe was, that 
the noble and opulent part of the country—the men of pro- 

erty, alleviate as much as they can the burdens of the poorer 
fort of people: That when the ſtate is in danger, they may 
let the bulk of the people fee the bleſſings of an Engliſh 
conſtitution 3 and that the rich are not inſenſible to their 


grievances z and are willing to take a ſhare in the diſaſtrous - 


conſequences of war. For the better regulating the preſent 
quota of taxes, he would propoſe, that every „ eee or 
Gentleman furniſh men in proportion to the number of ſer- 
vants he keeps. For inſtance, if he retains in his ſervice 
three ſervants, he thought it fair that he furniſh one man ta 
the preſent emergency; if five ſervants, two; and fo on in 
the ſame proportion. This mode he thought likely to be of 
national advantage, inaſmuch as it would conciliate the people 
to their governors, and render them more able to rally around 
the conſtitution, in danger as it manifeſtly was. | 
Mr. Mainwaring objected to the clauſe as repugnant to 
the principle of the Bill. „„ | 
Mr. Gurauen was of opinion, that the clauſe was a very pro- 
per one. He ſaid, the criſis called for ſome ſacrifice of this 
nature, on the part of the rich and opulent: For his part, he 
ns it indiſpenſibly neceſſary for the Nobility and Gentry 
of diſtinction, to ſtep forward, and ſhew they were not ſparing 
of themſelves, or parſimonious of their money, when all their 


property ſeems to be at ftake. He would adviſe his Majeſty, 


as foremoſt in rank, to be firſt in contribution; and to ſet 


the example to his ſubjects. He would go farther than his 


Hon, Friend; he would contend, that if a Gentleman can 
„5 e | maintain 
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maintain one or two ſervants, he ought to furniſh an equal 
number of men, if he wiſhes to enjoy the bleſſings of eaſe 
and ſecurity—the pleafures flowing from property. The poor, 
in the preſent day of their calamity, ought not to be oppreſſed, 
On them we muſt depend, he obſerved, in the hour of peril. 
We ought, therefore, to remove as much as poſſible their 

alflictions, and conciliate their affections. . | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he ſhould feel it his 
duty to object to this clauſe, and he believed that in opening 
the Ways and Means on Monday, for the ſervice of the year, 
he ſhould convince Gentlemen of the defcription to which 
the clauſe referred, that he had not forgotten that they ought 
to bear a conſiderable ſhare of the freſh burdens to be laid 
on the Public. | „ 
Mr. Curnwen ſaid, he was glad the miniſter was determined 
to tax the rich, but he ſaw no reaſon yet why the clauſe 
ſhould not be adopted alſo. He thought ſtill that people of 
an elevated condition ought to come cheerfully forward to 
bear the-burdens of the war, that the poor might be excuſed 
as much as poſſible. He would go further, and ſay, that in 
his opinion, all circumſtances conſidered, the Crown itſelf 
ſhould come forward, and contribute liberally to the ſupport 
of this war; for, he thought, theſe were times in which 
great conceſſions ought to be made to the people. = 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then brought up the new 
Bill, for raifing men in proportion to the tonnage of ſhips, 
It was read a firſt and ſecond time, and ordered to be 
printed, underſtanding that it was to be diſcuſſed, after the 
blanks are filled up, in the Committee. - © | 

Adjourned, Ry 1 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


1 FIA r, Feb. 20. — 2, 5 

Received from the Commons ſome private Bills, which 
were read. . VVV 
Adjourned. Pots hots i 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
BB FRIDAY, Feb. 20. _ „ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a copy of his 
Majeſty's Order in Council, relative to the exportation and 
the importation of wheat and other grain. 55 


- Ordercd to be laid on the table. ©; SY 
. F The 


* 
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The Secretary at War brought up an account of the diſtri. 
bution of the two millions five hundred thouſand pounds, 
voted to be paid to the King of Pruſſia. | - 

_ Ordered to be laid on the table. 


vis ' SOUTHWARK COUNTER-PETITION. 
Mr. H. Thornton preſented a petition from certain electors 
of the borough of Southwark, animadverting on the petition 


which he preſented the other day, and which had been ſigned 
by the bailiff of the Borough, and prayed for peace. "The - 


preſent petition ſtated that a great number of diſorderly per- 
ſons were aſſembled at the meeting where the firſt petition 
was agreed on, and that many of them were not electors. 


The petition alſo took notice of his Majeſty's kind forbear- 
ance, in not having interfered in the affairs of France, until 


it became unavoidable ; expreſſed confidence, that notwith- 
ſtanding the late check of the Britiſh arms, their efforts would 
be finally ſucceſsful; and concluded with an expreſſion of 


confidence in the wiſdom of Parliament, to obtain a ſafe and 


honourable peace.—Ordered to be laid on the table, | 
Mr. Roſe having previouſly moved for it, produced a copy 
of accounts of ſums of money, one on balance from this coun- 
try to the repreſentatives of the late Mr. Oſwald, Commiſſary 
of the war in Germany, and another the balance due to the 


Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel. On the queſtion that the accounts 


be laid on the table, 


General Smith obſerved, that previous notice ſhould have 
been given of a buſineſs of this kind. Theſe were accounts 
of a tranſaction thirty years ago. One of them involved a 


ſum of 41,000l. and the other a very large ſum of maney, to 
the amount of 76, oool. He hoped that if any thing was to 
be voted on theſe accounts, all the particulars would be laid 
before the Houſe. LO GE 5 

Mr. Roſe obſerved, that the Hon, Gentleman might have 
been aware ſome days, that theſe accounts were to be on the 
table. He had propoſed to bring them forward before, but 
on the ſuggeſtion of another Member he withdrew his motion 
then, for the purpoſe of -bringing theſe accounts forward, as 
he had then done for information to the Houſe upon the ſub- 
ject, before any vote was to be propoſed. If the money 
{tated in theſe accounts be juſtly due, he apprehended that 
the length of time it had been owing, was not to be urged as 
a reaſon for not paying it. The account juſt moved to be 
laid on the table had been attentively and carefully examined 


by Commiſhoners, who were duly ſworn, and had approved - 
of it. If any reaſon for not paying the money could be 
. 2 = | U < aſſigned, 
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aſſigned, the Freaſury would not at all conſider that as a 


matter of regret 3 but, on the other hand, it was neceſſary. 


that juſtice ſhould be done. If any other information was 
deſired, which it was in his power to communicate, he was 
ready to give it.— The accounts were ordered to be laid on 
the table. | 

General Tarleton tead 3 firing of motions which he was 


| about immediately to make, the ſubſtance of which was for 


an account of all the troops ſerving under his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of York, from April 1793,. to April 1794 3 as alſo 


of the ſick and ned ſince and of all the Britiſh troops 


on the contment down to the firſt of this month. 


The firſt motion being read, to the following effect _ 
6 That there be laid before the Houſe a copy of the return 


of the army ſerving in Flanders, and on the ſrontier of France, 


under his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, from 2 88 


1793, to April 179445 8 
Ihe queſtion was put, and the Houſe Arided: — 


For the motios 4 11 
| Againſt it 5 | 64 Ts | 
Upon the fecond motion the Houſe divided again: F : 
For the motion 8 3 a: 
Againſt it i 


he e. of the petition from Carliſle, on the right 
of election, was deferred to the 3d of March next. 


Mr. Whitbread moved, That an humble Addreſs be pre- . 


ſented to his Majeſty, praying, that he will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to give direCtions that there be laid before the Houſe 


a copy of a treaty concluded between his Majeſty and the | 


Duke of Brunſwick.“ —Ordered. _ 
He. moved afterwards, © That the copy of the inſtrument 


reſpecting the kingdom of Sennen now on the table, be 


printed.” —Ordered. 


The Chancellor of the Babb moved the Order of the ' 


Day, on the Bill for ſupplying the navy out of various ſhips, 


in a certain proportion according to. their tonnage. ' He 
Rated that it had been deemed adviſeable to fill up the blanks 
then, and to have the Bill printed, in order that Gentlemen | 


might obtain the neceſſary information Previeuny to its being 
diſcuſſed, viz. that day week. 


Colonel Maitland thought a week's 6g not long enough | 


to collect the ſentiments ; of thoſe who were intereſted. 


The Bill paſſed a Committee of the whole Houſe in 2a. 
formal manner; and the report being brought up by Lord 
Hood was received immediately, and M to be 15 5 ; 


and then 
: | T. be 


So ant we Wo 
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The Chancellor F the Exchequer ſuggeſted the neceſſity of as 


ſpeedy a decifion on the ſubject as poſſible. He therefore 


moved, © That the report be reconſidered this day ſe'nnight.“ 
 —Ordered. . -- | * | 


= The Secretary at War moved the Order of the Day, for 
the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 


Houſe, to conſider further of a Supply to be granted to his 
M rl ũ TPP Wn ng 
The Houſe being in a Committee, he moved, that the ſam 


of 3,063,9681. be granted to his Majeſty towards defraying 
the extraordinary expences of the land forces, &c. from De- 


— 


cember 1793, to December 1794. 
Mr. Huſſey obſerved an account of ſums paid upon bills 
- which were drawn upon Mr. Brook Watſon, to the enormous 
amount of 1,189,000. and he afterwards obſerved an account 
of bills drawn by Mr. Brook Watſon, to the ſtill more 


enormous amount of 1,900,0001, He wiſhed to know, 


whether the firſt account was alone confined to the extra ex- 


pences of the year 1793, and the latter account to be claſſed 
under the current expences of the preſent year, and whether 
they were joint or ſeparate accounts, that is to ſay, whether 
the ſum of 1,189,000l. was to be included in the account of 
bills drawn to the amount of 1,900,0001, or whether they 
_ were diſtinct and ſeparate accounts? 


* 


De Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that all the bills 


were drawn before the 24th of December 1794, and were of 
courſe to'be axxanged in the accounts of that year; but as all 
the bills have not been yet received, ſo the preciſe ſtatement 
of the whole account could not yet be green. 
Mr. Huſſey hoped, whenever a preciſe ſtatement could be 
given of the amount, that an account of the application of it 
would be given aIſ o | 5 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that Mr. Brook 
Watſon would of courſe give an account of the application. 
Colonel Maitland faid, he had not yet had an opportunity to 


examine the accounts attentively, but from a curſory ſurvey 


in addition to the obſervation of his Hon. Friend, upon the 
accounts of Mr. Brook Watſon, he had ſome comments to 
offer on the ſums of money charged by the Commiſſary at 
Toulon, the Deputy at Genoa, and the ſums expended in the 
Weſt Indies. In the accounts of expenditures of the public 
money to ſuch an amazing amount, he conceived particulars 
ſhould be given. He therefore hoped, there would be no ob- 


jection to lay the detail before the Houſe: hereafter, much 


more explicitly than appeared at preſent. He wiſhed to know 
»-hether the Houſe was to _ 


AH 


complete information upon 


all 
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all the ſubjects then before the Committee, particularly as to 
the difference which had been ſaid to ſubſiſt between the 
treatment of different regiments, upon which he muſt ſay a 
word or two hereaſter ; but firſt he muſt obſerve, that with 
regard to the expenditure of money in the Weſt Indies, it 
appeared to him, that during the whole of the year 1794, 
when we got Martinique, Guadaloupe, and the greateſt part 
of St. Domingo; for the whole it coſt us 191, 000l. by way 
of extraordinary expenditures; whereas the extraofdinary ex- 
penditure at Toulon, a place ſa much nearer home, amounted 
to 400,000l,  'Phis appeared to him to be ſo ſingular, that he 
could not but think the Houſe ought to have proper informa- 
tion upon that ſubject. There were two other points on 
which he would make a few {hort obſervations—A large ſum 
of money had been paid-to a Member of that Houſe, an 
Hon. Gentleman, for whom, as an individual, he had the 
higheſt reſpect, both for his military talents and his private 
virtue; a Gentleman who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf much in 
the laſt war—That Gentleman (he alluded to Colonel Fullar- 
ton) he ſaid, had been paid 15,750l. for what he did fifteen 
ears ſince; it Was rather ſtrange that he had not been paid 
. WY and that ſuch an account as this ſhould come forward 
at preſent. He did. not ſay it was improper, ſor he mult 
repeat, that he had too much eſteem for that brave officer 
and excellent man, to urge any thing againſt him perſonally ; 
but as a Member of that Houſe he could not but obſerve that 
the matter required explanation, and ſome account ſhould be 
given of the ſervice. The other part to which we had to 
allude was, the extraordinaries of the army, under the 
head of the foreign and emigrant corps, with regard to the 
corps of emigrants compared to other regiments. It was un- 
derſtood, he ſaid, that our own troops beheld theſe corps 
with a great degree of jealouſy, becauſe it was generally be- 
lieved-that they were honoured more than our regiments, and 
therefore he conceived ſome explanation ought to be given. 
The emigrant corps, he believed, were not ſo complete as 
they were ſtated to be in the accounts before the Houſe, 
and he wiſhed to know how the returns of theſe corps were . 
aſcertained ?— Whether they had the ſame checks in their 
payment as the Britiſh troops? And whether the officers or. 
men had more emolument ? He wiſhed not to have a lump- 
ing ſum of ten regiments, but a regular return, as is uſual 
in every Britiſh regiment. TO, . 

The Secretary at War ſaid, there was a diſtinction with 
regard to the emigrants, which the Hon. Gentleman had not 
quite ſufficiently attended to, in putting his queſtion . 
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that point. He meant that ſome of the emigrants were 
under the command of his Royal Highneſs, and ſome upon 
other ſervices. He could ſpeak only of thoſe under his Royal 
_ Highneſs, comparatively. with reference to others under the 
| ſame command; and he was ready to ſay, that he had no rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that they were an a better footing than other 
troops. He ſpoke from ſome information upon this occaſion. 
He was abroad laſt ſummer, and had travelled with the army, 
and he never then heard the obſervation made, that the emi- 
grants were on a better footing than other corps. Certain 
rules, founded upon a juſt principle, had been laid down and 
ſteadily adhered to; at leaſt, he had not heard of any devia- 
tion from them. „%% i 
Colonel Maitland explained. As there were two diſtinct 
corps of emigrants, he wiſhed to know whether they were 
claſſed under one head? | e FE fe | 
The Secretary at War ſaid, they were not. The accounts 
upon the table referred to thoſe corps of emigrants, which 
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were under his inſpection. | : 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that with regard to 
the detail of the bills when they came from the Commiſſioners 
of Public Accounts, he ſhould not have the ſmalleſt diſincli- 
nation to lay them before the Houſe, if any Gentleman 
| ſhould deſire it. He had no doubt but that the Commiſſioiers 
would tranſmit their accounts with all the diſpatch poflible z 
| and he was happy in refleCting that late regulations had enabled 
Gentlemen to underſtand the expenditure of this branch of 
the public ſervice, in a manner much ſuperior to former 
periods, ſince nothing could be more his wiſh than that Gen- 
tlemen ſhould have the benefit of that regulation, in order to 
form their opinion upon the ſubject. With regard to what 
Had been ſaid relative to a ſum of money having been paid- 
to an Hon. Member of that Houſe, he muſt obferve, that it 
was not for raiſing men that the charge was made; the truth 
was, that many worthy men, now no more, were perſectly 
| ſatisfied with the merit of the ſervice for which this ſum was 
| paid. In the courſe of the laſt war, that Hon. Gentleman 


We Was employed in a ſervice of great ſecrecy, in the courſe of 
which he. advanced a large ſum of money out of his own 
; pocket. He had been employed by the late Earl of Guild- 
5 ford; he went abroad, and when he returned ſome difficulty 
aroſe from the nature of the ſervice, and perhaps the matter 


was not inveſtigated as readily as it might have been. A re- 


1 ference, however, was afterwards made to Commiſſioners ap- 
t pointed for that purpoſe, and they reported on the merits of 
a the ſervice, as well as their opinion on the intereſt due for 
t e 3 | the 
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the money advanced by that Hon. Gentleman, for all which, 
; it appeared that the ſum of 15,000i. was by no means an ex- 
travagant allowance? The Houſe, if it was defired, ſhould 
| ſee the report of the Commiſſioners; and he would then 
only ſay, that the payment of this money could not be longer 
delayed without palpable injuſtice. CCC Noland 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he conceived ſome explanation to be neceſſary 
with reſpect to the large extent of particular ſums. He could 
not help adverting to what had been remarked by his Hon. 
Friend, the enormous expences incurred at Toulon in com- 
pariſon with thofe that had been employed for the ſervice of 
the Welt Indies. As to the money granted to Sir Gilbert 
Elliot as civil commiſſioner to France, he did not conceive 
that after the evacuation of Toulon ſuch an ofhce was ne- 
ceſſary, though he found that he had received the ſalary till the 
time that he had been appointed Viceroy of Corſica. A 
new office had been des for him, and therefore he ſup- 
poſed that he no longer remained civil commiſſioner. With 
reſpect to the money that had been ſo long due to Colonel 
Fullarton, it was rather ſurpriſing that he fhould not have 
been able ſooner to eſtabliſh his claims, It was now ſtated to 
have been due for fifteen years, during the greateſt part of 
which the Hon. Gentleman had been in this country, and had 
the further advantage of urging his claims as a Member of 
that Houſe ; and that he ſhould have been able alÞFat once in the 
courſe of this ſeſſion to render his claims ſo much more in- 
telligible than at any former period, was rather unaccountable. 
Great ſtreſs had been laid on the authority of the late Lord Guild- 
ford in the preſent inſtance, from which it would appear that 
greater attention was paid to the authority of that Noble Lord 
now that he was dead, than had been paid to it when he was liv- 
ing. There was only one point more to which Mr. Fox ſaid he 
ſhould advert: He thought that the emigrant corps raiſed un- 
der the Bill of laſt year onght not to exiſt at all. Since that 
Bill paſſed, circumſtances had materially varied. The late 
16 declaration of miniſters, that they were ready to treat with 
= any form of government in France capable of maintaining the - 
3 ' ac2ultomed relatians of peace and amity, though he did not 
think it ſufficiently explicit, went, however, to ſtate that any 
hopes of the emigrants as to the reſtoration of the ancient 
tyitem were now defperate. How far then was it conſiſtent 
with honour or policy to employ them under the idea of 
fighting for a cauſe that was completely out of the queſtion ? 
If miniſters were ready, as they profeſſed, to treat with any 
government, whether an ariſtocracy or a democracy, to the 
excluhon of all the hopes of the emigrants, to continue to 
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employ them under the Bill of laſt year, was, in his mind, con- 
trary to policy, juſtice, and humanity, and he ſhould therefore, 


when the vote was propofed, give his negative to the ſum ap- 


propriated for that ſervice. | 1 | ; 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied to the different points 
adyerted to by the laſt Right Hen. Speaker. He ſtated, that 
after the evacuation of Toulon, Sir Gilbert Elliot had been 


employed on public buſineſs in Italy, and had continued to be 


engaged in very important ſervices till the time that he was 1. 


pointed Viceroy of Corſica. It was difficult to account for 


the amount of expences till the particulars were before the 


Houſe; but when it was confidered that we had got poſſeſſion 
of Toulon chiefly in confequence of the prefſure of famine, 
and that a very large force were on the ſpur of the occaſion to 


be ſupplied with proviſions, it was not to be wondered that the 


expence of this ſervice ſhould be conſiderably greater than in 


* 


the caſe of expeditions, where the proviſions were ſupplied 


from this country. As to the emigrants, he contended that 
the declaration of the laſt and of the preſent year were by no 
means at variance, but that in fact they were perfectly con- 
ſiſtent. Whether there were the ſame hopes of ſucceſs; or 
the ſame expediency in retaining them in our ſervice, as when 


they were firſt employed, were mere queſtions of policy, upon 


which Gentlemen undoubtedly might differ in opinion. Mi- 
niſters had not pledged themſelves to the emigrants to reſtore 
the old form of government, or to reſtore them individually to 


their loſt rank and property; they had laſt year, on paſſing the 


Bill, diſclaimed any ſuch pledge. Ar the ſame time if an op- 
port nity ſhould unexpectedly preſent itſelf of bringing back 
the ancient ſyſtem, they did not ſay that they would not em- 
ploy them for that purpoſe. Had the war taken a turn more 
favourable to the cauſe of the allies, the emigrants would pro- 


bably have entertained hopes of being reſtored; but ſo far 


from Parliament having ſaid that ſuch a reſtoration ſhould 
form a ſine qud non of peace, they had moſt diſtinctly ſtated 
that they would make a peace with a republic in France, pro- 
vided it was capable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations 
of amity and peace. This laſt declaration did not vary from 


thoſe publiſhed before; therefore, it could not be ſaid that the 


emigrants had been deceived with falſe hopes by the Govern- 
ment of this country.—With reſpect to the expediency of 
employing them at all, he ſhould only ſubmit one or two ob- 
ſervations to the Committee. There appeared to him no ſa- 
tisfaCtory reaſon why they might not be employed for the ge- 
neral purpoſe of the war. Indeed there was reaſon, at dif- 
ferent periods, to apprehend that their ſervices would be par- 


ticularly 
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_ ticularly uſeful, more eſpecially in attacks upon the coaſt of 
France. He begged Gentlemen to recollect, that had we not 
employed thoſe perſons we ſhould probably have been under 
the neceſſity of ſupporting them; therefore, it became a very 
proper queſtion for conſideration, whether it was not more 
conſiſtent with policy and with economy to employ them in 
the general cauſe, than to ſupport them without receiving any 
return. „ e net DRONE goes 
Mr. Huſſey remarked, that ſome of the ſums were charged 
in a very indefinite manner, viz. to the Deputy Paymaſters 
in the Welt Indies, without ſpecifying the names of thoſe Pay- 
| maſters. He alſo animadverted upon the enormous ſums 
charged as extraordinaries in Jamaica, and in the Bahama 
Illands. . 3 5 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that with reſpect to 
the ſums charged for extraordinaries in Jamaica, it ſhould be 
recollected that a conſiderable part of the expences of the ex- 
_ pedition to St. Domingo was defrayed in Jamaica, which ac- 
counted for the largeneſs of the ſum charged. | 


As to the expences incurred ſorthe Bahama Iſlands, it would 
be found, that they were not greater than the neceſſity. The 
other article alluded to by the Hon. Gentleman, viz. the ſums 
charged by the Deputy Paymaſters, the particulars of them 
might be called for when the accounts of the Deputy Pay- 
maſters were given in. „ CAE 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he ſhould not know how to call for them, 
as they were not charged to any particular perſon. __ 

Mr, Steele explained to the Houle why the ſums were 
charged to the Deputy Paymaſters, without naming them: 
The reaſon was, that the firſt bills were drawn by the Deputy 
Paymaſter, who was obliged in the courſe of ſome time af- 
terwards to come to England, and another perſon had been 
appoisted by the Commander in Chief on that ſtation, to 
_ officiate in his ſtead; by ſome accident, it alſo happened, that 
after. his return from England to the Weſt Indies, he was 
obliged. to return home again, and another perſon had been ap- 
pointed in his ſtead; ſo that the bills were drawn at different 
times by three different ' perſons ; which made it appear, as if 
there were three Deputy Paymaſters, which he believed was 
the reaſon of the ſeeming intricacy complained of by the 
Hon. Member. : © © 


Sir William Dolben took notice of an account that had been 
_ ſtanding undetermined for many years; it was for ſums due 
to a gentleman who had been Governor of Cape Breton, and 
called home to anſwer certain accuſations; he had been now 
for ſeven or eight years demanding a condemnation or wequit- 

| . FS 7 tal, 
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tal, and the ſettlement of the ſums due to him, without being 7 
able -to obtain either. He was conſtantly told that he was a 


very meritorious character, and that he ſhould be recommend- 


eil to his Majeſty, and in the mean time was reduced to the 


brink of ruin. If this buſineſs ſhauld not be taken up by the 
Executive Government, he ſhoutd think it his duty to Ls it 
before the Houſe. _ 1 85 | TH, 2 
Mr. Fox wilhed to know if all hopes of the expedition 
againſt the coaſt of France under Lord Moira were given up, 
whether in point of œconomy it would not be proper to apply 
to ſome other ſervice the troops deſtined for that expedition, 
which had only tended to cripple our other exertions. He 
would not on that occaſion enter into a diſcuſſion upon the 


circumſtances of ſending out ſo ſmall a force under Sir Charles 
Grey, but certainly the fact was, that our force was totally in- 


adequate in that quarter. We had loſt the whole of Guada- 
loupe, and he underſtood that we were in great danger of 
loling all we had gained in St. Domingo. Gentlemen might 
Jay, perhaps, that the force ſent out to the Weſt Indies was 
ſuſicjent, becauſe it ſucceeded ; but he begged Gentlemen to 
recollect, that our object was not only to conquer but to pre- 
ſerve. Ought we then ſtill to keep up preparations which 
there was no proſpect of being able to uſe with advantage, 
when the force which at preſent remained inactive, was want- 

ed for ſervice in another quarter?  _ | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, there was no mode of 
arguing that point without going into all the circumſtances 
connected with that expedition, which at preſent was impoſ- 
ſible; he truſted, however, that a time would come for the 
diſcuſſion, when it would appear that ſuch events had oc- 
curred from time to time, as perfectly juſtified miniſters in 


keeping up thoſe preparations. As to the fact, the troops 


under Lord Moira, fo far from being uſeleſs, had been active 
on the continent during ſome part of the laſt campaign, where 
they performed critical . ſervices, and they had at different 
times ſupplied reinforcements to the army abroad, which had 
quer alſo ſtated that to retain. ſuch a depot of force, always at 
hand, and under the conduct of ſo able a commander, was a 
circumſtance of conſiderable conſequence to the internal de- 
fenge gi the counpy. 5 „„ „ 

General Smith ſaid, he thought the eſtimates were extremely 
exorbitant; in a caſe like the preſent, where the public money 
was to be voted away, the Houſe could not be too cautious. 
In the commiſſion of Sir Gilbert Elliot, as Viceroy of Corſica, 
xery extenſive powers were granted to him, with reſpect to 


Vor. Il. pt 3 making 


* 


been replaced by freſh levies. The Chancellor of the Exche- 
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making ſuch fortifications as to him might ſeem requiſite. 
This he deemed dangerous, for certainly Sir Gilbert Elliot was 
not a perſon converſant with, or able to judge, of himſelf, of 
- the propriety or impropriety of ſuch matters as fortifications. 
There was, alſo, the General ſaid, an enormous charge in the 
eſtimates for ſortifications in the Bahama Iſlands. The ſum 
allowed to Lord Dunmore, on this head, was a tremendous 
one; and from the power that was given to Sir Gilbert Elliot, 
no one could tell, nor was there any ſecurity but that a ſum of 
ten times the amount to that charged for fortifications in the 
Bahama Iſlands, might be brought forward next year, as ne- 
ceſſary for the defence of the newly- acquired iſland of Corſica. 
The difference between the eſtimates of laſt year and thoſe of 
the preſent, were, the General obferved, ſo great, that he could 
not in duty agree to vote away the public money in ſo very 
liberal a manner as it was aſked for, without requiring every 
degree of information that the rmportance of the ſubject de- 
manded. N : N 2 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer conceived that he had been 
miſunderſtood ; he did not ſay that all the ſam charged had 
been laid out in fortifying the Bahama Iflands; he ſaid it had 
been expended in making the neceflary preparations for their 
defence. He agreed with the Hon. General, that it was not 
right for Governors to take upon themſelves to erect fortiſi- 
cations 3 and indeed every precaution was conſtantly adopted 
by Government to prevent it, by ſtrictly forbidding it in their 
inſtructions. But at the ſame time it was ſometimes neceſſary 
for a Governor, on the preſſure of immediate danger, to erect. 


_ fortifications, and therefore it muſt in a degree be left to the 


diſcretion of the Governor, as it was one of thoſe things which 
could not with fafety be wholly prevented. F 
Mr. Dundas faid, the expences incurred in taking meaſures 


for the defence of the Bahama Hands, were entirely juſtifiable; _ 


becauſe laſt year, when an armament was fitted out by the 
French from a place from which he hoped they never would 
fit out another, it was doubtſul whether their object was to 
attack Hallifax or Newfoundland, or to go againſt the Bahama 
Iſlands; under thoſe circumſtances, the Steen of the Hand 
had been induced to incur this extraordinary charge in pre- 
paring for their ene cs re RG ee 
General Tarlelon ſaid, if the troops under Lord Moira had 
been ſooner detached to the continent, they might have ſaved 
Nieuport, and averted the unhappy fate of the emigrants; as 
it was, they did not arrive till Oſtend had fallen. He-remarked 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had laſt year ſtated that 
the ſum of eight hundred thouſand pounds, then voted for ex- 
3 3 . JV 
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traordinaries, would be amply ſufficient for the ſervice of the 
year. In the preſent diſaſtrous ſtate of affairs, the Houſe were 


called upon to vote three millions; he ſuppoſed that the 
demand would riſe in proportion as the ſituation of the coun- 


try became more calamitous and diſtreſſing, and that next year 
a vote might be, propoſed of nine millions. 


curred for building barracks. He was ſure, that when the 
Houſe firſt gave their aſſent to this plan of building barracks 
they were not aware of the extent to which it would be car- 
ried. The Houſe would be aſtoniſhed to hear that there had 
been already above 500,000l. expended. Bur this was not the 


only expence; for there was a degree of patronage annexed 


to every barrack, in the appointment of barrack-maſters, &c. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that whenever this ſub- 

ject came to be fully inveſtigated, he would contend that the 
money laid out in the erection of barracks had been moſt be- 
ne ficially expended—He was perfectly willing that every ac- 
count that could be called for, ſhould be laid before the Houſe, 


becauſe he was ſure that the more Gentlemen conſidered the 


ſubject, the more they would be ſatisfied, that both with re- 
| ſpect to the health and: difcipline of the troops, the erection 

of barracks would prove highly advantageous, excluſive of the 
other argument, of the great hardſhips under which ianxeepers 
and publicans laboured. | 


Ar. I. Smith ſaid, he differed with the Right Hon. Gen- 


tleman- upon that point; he thought .the meaſure of erecting 
barracks throughout the country, was not only very detrimental 
to its intereſts, in point of the enormous expence attending 
it; but that it was one of the moſt unconſtitutional meaſures 


that had ever, even of late, been reſorted to in this country. 


In this opinion, he ſaid, he was ſupported by the authority of 


the juſtly celebrated Sir W. Blackſtone, who ſpeaking on the 


ſubject, ſays, that the ſoldiers ſhould never be ſeparated 
from the citizens, but ſhould all be intermixed together in one 
common maſs. No barracks, no inland fortreſſes, ſhould be 
allowed, &c.” This intelligent and upright Judge, he ſaid, 
had written as ably and as frankiy on the ſubject of prero- 


gative, as he had on the liberty of the ſubject ; and therefore 


no one could for a moment ſuppoſe, that he had ſaid what he 
had delivered on this head, from motives of partiality, or for 
any party purpoſe. - Mr. Smith alſo quoted Lord Hale to the 
ſame effect, and concluded with repeating that his opinion 
was decidedly the ſame as thoſe of the learned authorities he 
had alluded to, and conſequently that the meaſure of building 
barracks was, in his mind, altogether unconſtitutional. - 


Colonel Maitland lamented to ſee the enormous expences in- 


—_— 
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Mr. Robinſon ſaid a few words, as tothe hardſhips which the 
innkeepers laboured under, which would certainly be diminiſh, 
ed, if barracks were erected throughout the country. | 
Colonel Maitland faid, the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
had certainly miſtaken him, if he imagined that, by oppoſing 
the ſyſtem of barracks, he wiſhed or intended to throw = 
impediment in the way of the innkeepers obtaining a redreſs 
of the grievances under which they laboured, with regard to 
the quartering of troops. He aſſured him he meant no ſuch 
thing; but he thought that, for a much leſs ſum than was to 
be expended for carrying the barrack ſyſtem into effect, a very 
full allowance might be given to the innkeepers, ſo as to ſa- 
tisfy them entirely, and to avoid wounding the conſtitution by 
fo odious a meaſure. þ # | . 
The queſtion was then put, That a ſum not exceeding 
363, 768l. 108. 4d. be granted to his Majeſty, for the extraor- 
dinaries of the army for the preſent year. Wn: 
The Secretary at War moved, That a ſum not exceeding 
42), 269l. 1s. 6d. be granted to his Majeſty for the ſervice of 
the corps of emigrants, XY . | 
_ Colonel Maitland wiſhed to know the ſtate of the expenditure 
for the emigrants; he defired to be informed Whether there 
had been more expended than for the ſame number of Britiſh 
troops. He had underſtood, he ſaid, that the arrears left in 
the pay of the emigrants, were not proportionably large to 
thoſe left in the pay of the Britiſh troops. This he thought 
was not proper, fince the arrears would be a tie upon the corps 
for their fidelity. | oe Fog | 
The Secretary at War ſaid, that the expence attending the 
emigrant corps was certainly not more than for the Britiſh 
troops. The rule which had been laid down was, that the 
loweſt pay ſhould be given to the corps of emigrants, which 
either the Court of France or Great Britain had been accuſ- 
tomed to pay: Some of the regiments had been eſtabliſhed on 
one mode, and ſome on another.. | | 
Colonel Maitland ſaid, there was one thing which had not 
been noticed, viz. the not keeping any of the pay in arrears, 
as was the cuſtom in the Britiſh army; he thought if ever it 
was neceffary, It was fo in the preſent caſe, when the perſons 
employed could not be completely attached to the government 
of this country. The whole of the eſtabliſhment was ſo com- 
plex and various, that he ſhould move for every thing which 
related to it to be laid on the table. Wo r 
After the Secretary at Yar had ſaid, the more completely the 
information was called for and brought before the Houſe, the 
more ſatis factory it would be to him mma 
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The reſolution was agreed to. 


The remaining reſolutions were S ſeparately put 


and carried; and the Report 0 on mn ſame ordered to be brought 
up on Monday next. 


* poaRD or AGRICULTURE. 
is Fohn r ſaid, that before the Committee diſfolved, 


he ſhould mate a motion that the ſum of z3oool. be granted to. 


the Board of Azriculture.—Agreed to. 

The Mutiny Bill was read a third time and paſſed, 

The Committee of Ways and Means was deferred till Mon- 
| day, to n n at . the Houſe enen | i 


; * 7 ES, 
Mod pA, Feb. 22. 


The further hearing of counſel on the Eau Brink Drainage 


Bil, was poſtponed to Wedneſday ſe'nnight. 
Mr. Alderman Curtis moved for a new writ for a Member 


of Parliament for the city of London, in the room of Alder- 


man Sawbridge, deceaſed. —Ordered. 

The Bill for inflicting a further puniſhment on perſons 
guilty of bigamy, was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be 
committed this day ſe'nnight. 


Colonel Maitland moved for a copy of the agreement entered 


into with certain officers, for railing a corps of emigrants, 
—Ordered, 

Ar. Whitbread moved that that part of the Report of the 
Committee of Supply, which related to the 15,7501. paid to 
Colonel Fullarton, for ſervices performed fifteen years ago, be 
printed, in order that an examination might be made inta 


the validity of the employment, and the performance of tho 


duty. 


to aſſent. 
Mr. For ſaid, he bad #0 oppoſition to make to this motion, 


but he doubted whether it would lead to all the information. 
that might be requiſite, in order to underſtand the matter fully, 


It was rather e een that this buſineſs had not been ſet- 
ted before. gd | 
25 ARMY EXTRAORDINARIES. 


: Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Supply, = 


The Secretary at War having moved that the Houſe do © 
Ar, 


with the reſotuSons of the Committee, 


The Chanceller 75 the Exchequer ſignified no unwillingneſs | 
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Mr. Fox ſad, he wiſhed once more to call the attention of 
the Houſe to a point upon which, on a former night, he had 
aſked for explanation, without receiving any ſatisfactory anſwer; 
he meant the ſalary allowed to Sir Gilbert Elliot, and the cir- 
cumſtances of that ſalary being charged in the extraordinaries 
of the army.— The Hon. Baronet went out as his Majeſty” 8 
commiſſioner for civil affairs at Toulon. After the evacuation 
of that place, it had been faid that he was employed in a man- 
ner beneficial to his country—it was not his (Mr. Fox's) in- 
- tention to enter into an inveſtigation of the ſervices of that 
Hon. Baronet, but however uſeful they were, from the eva- 
cuation of Toulon to the appointment of the Hon. Baronet 
to be Viceroy of Corſica, they were clearly in the diplomatic 
line. He had always underſtood that the payment of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters at foreign courts was made out of the civil 
liſt, and that it was adequate to all ſuch purpoſes; if it was 
not, application ſhould be made to Parliament to augment it, 
which they had never ſhewn themſelves unwilling to do upon 
any occaſion properly ſtated. —But it appeared to him highly 
improper in this manner to exonerate the civil liſt, by charg- 
ing that in the army extraordinaries which entirely belonged 
to the civil liſt. Nothing could be more obvious than that the 
fervices ſhould be kept clear. He therefore thought this 
charge, as far as it went, irregular; it was true the ſum was 
fmall, but that was no apology for a deyiation from a clear and 
2 well-eſtabliſhed principle. He was extremely anxious that 
this caſe ſhould not gow into a precedent, which might prove 
dangerous. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer admitted the diſtinctions 
made by Mr. Fox to be juſt, generally ſpeaking, Where a perſon 
was regularly accredited at a foreign court, he ſhould certainly 
be paid out of the civil liſt; but with reſpect to the Hon. 
- Baronet alluded to, he was employed the greateſt part of the 
time either at Corſica or at Toulon, in a fituation in which his 
ialary came under the army extraordinaries. It was true that 
he was for a time employed in Italy in conducting ſome nego- 
tiations, but the time was fo {hort that it would not be ne- 
ceſſary to aſſign two different funds for the payment of the 
FHalary. For his part he ſaw no practical MOR in W N 
that nice diſtinction in this inſtance. | 

The Reſolutions in the Report were all read and agreed 
LD 

. General Smith moved, that the 1 &c. relative to 
the officers in India, be printed. — Ordered. 

The Houſe then proceeded to take into further conſideration 


che Report of the Bill ior n the navy with landmen 
; 8 | Our 


1 
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out of the different counties; but the Chancellor of the Ex- 
of the uer obſerving it might delay the other important buſineſs 
e 8 it was poſtponed antil they 3 next 2 3 


THE BUDGET. 


The Houſe reflec itſelf into A Committee af Wars and 


Nan 8. 


be Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the ſ ubject upon Which 


he had to trouble the Committee, branched out into ſo many 
heads of detail, that he would firſt' ſtate each of thoſe heads 
reſpectively, and confine himſelf to what he conceived to be 
| the ſtrict buſineſs of the day; without entering into collateral 
matter however much, on a proper occaſion, he might wiſh to 
diſcuſs every collateral point minutely. The firlt head in- 


cluded the particulars, and amount of the ſums voted, or eſti- 


mated for the public ſervice ; the unfunded debt to be pro- 
vided for; and certain charges of which no accurate eſtimate 
could yet be formed, although there was every reaſon to be- 
tieve, from paſt experience, that charges of that deſcription, 
to ſome amount, muſt be incurred. The ſecond head would 
comprehend the Ways and Means, including the loan, and 
the terms upon which the bargain then to be ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of the Houſe, had been concluded, The third 
would comprehend the various taxes which it would be re- 
quiſite to impoſe for the purpoſe of defraying the additional 
annual expence neceflary to provide for the intereſt of the 
loan, of the debt to be funded, and for the gradual re- 
duction of the new capital of funded debt. When the Houſe 


was in poſſeſſion of theſe they would be in poſſeſſion of the 


general outline of his plan ; and the only further conſideration. 
he ſhould have to preſs, would be, the conſolations which were 
to be derived from the increaſi ing credit, revenues, commerce, 
and reſources of the country, which would fully enable it to 
bear tlie great exertions they were under the neceſſity of making 
in carrying on this juſt and neceſſary war. | 

He ſhould begin with ſtating to the Committee the various 
dere for which Fame were called Nr to ones a 


SUPPLY. 


The 8 of the Exchequer ſaid, he ſhould ſtate, as 
an and diſtinctiy as he could, the amount of the ſupply, 
and under that head he ſhould have little more to do than to 

recapitulate the votes of the Houſe, When had undergone 2 

nes diſcuſſion. 1 8 d 


NAVY. 


> 


10 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. + Cen, 


| N | NAVI. . "TE 
The firſt ſervice was, that which related to the navy. It was 
hardly neceſſary to ſtate that 100,000 ſeamen had been voted, 
which, at the uſual allowance of 4]. a man per month, a ſum 
proved by experience, and the annual increaſe of the navy 
debt; to be too ſmall, would make 5, 200, oool. . 
The next charge was the ordinary of the navy, which 
amounted to 589,0831. 38. gd. and the extraordinaries = 


$25,840l. 


| | | . * d. 

200,060 Senãůme n 8 nονοjC,ea 0 © 
Ordinaries e - 33% % 1 

o © 


Extraofdinaries "> = Sas 


RS FT 


Total of the Navy 46, 31 5,53 3 9 
| 1 . 6 1 
The army had been ſo particularly detailed in the Committee 
of Supply, as to render it unneceſſary for him to do any thing 
more than recapitulate the ſeveral articles of charge: Firſt, for 
guards and garriſons for 119,000 men, 2,777,534l. 198. 1d. 
Under the head of Plantations, Chelſea, &c. 2, 563, 734l. 198. 3d. 
making together the ſum of 5, 341, 269l. 18s. 4d.— For 
the Militia, Fencibles, clothing, &c. and contingencies, 
1,60% 233l. 128.—For foreign troops 997, 226l.—For the 
French emigrant corps 427, 269l.—For roads, bridges, &c. in 
North-Britain 4, 5001. Extraordinaries of the army 3,063,968]. 
The Sardinian ſubſidy to be propoſed in the Committee of 
Supply 200, oo00l.— The total 11,241,008. 8 
Ihe next head was that of miſcellaneous ſervices, for Board 
of Agriculture, trial of Mr. Haſtings, French refugees, ad- 
«dreſſes, &c. &c. amounting in the whole to 257 0]. 
In addition to theſe' there was another ſum to be added, 
which he had always ſtated diſtinctly, and which he had con- 
tinued even under the preſſure of the war; he meant the ſum 
of 200,0001. which he began ſome years ago to apply towards 
the diſcharge of the national debt, over and above the original 
million, and over and above the proviſion that had been made 
by a late Act of Parliament, which provided that not only the 
intereſt of every new loan ſhould be punctually paid, but alſo 
1 per cent, of the capital. | | „ 
There was another ſum which had always been taken into 
the account, under the title of deficiency of grants, and that 
ſum amounted to 745, oool. Beſides that, it had always been 
_ uſual to ſtate as a part of the Eſtimates of the year, the defi- 
| CE 55 | _ ciency 


%. 


dition to that there was a ſum of Exchequer Bills to be defrayed. 
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_ ciency of land and malt, which he ſtated at 350,0001. In ad- 


# 


| Under the Supply of laſt year there were 5,500,000l. and on 


the fide of the Ways and Means 3,500,000l. allowing 2 mil» 
lions for unforeſeen contingencies; | 2, 500,000. were reſerved 
as a vote of eredit; and there were 6,000, 090l. in Exchequer. 
Bills now to be provided for. The whole of theſe ſums added 
together amounted to 27,540,000). and conſtituted the whole 
of the ſupply of the year. That ſum included the 6 millions of 
Exchequer Bills. Without them the total of the ſapply for 
the feryice” of "the year, was 21,500,000 - | 


tained how far the Ways and Means of laſt year would be ſuf- 
_ ficient, becauſe they would not be before made up. The re- 
venue of laſt year would amount very nearly to the ſum at 


which it was eſtimated, though there was a deficiency in one | 


article, to wit, in the g02,000l. which was expected from the Eaft 
India company, Though they had not-been able to pay that 
| ſum, the deficiency of Ways and Means of laſt year up to the 
5th of April next, caleulating according to the proportioF of 
the former part of the year, was only 588, o00l. ſo that the 
failure of the Company conſtituted nearly the whole of the 

failure of the Ways and Means of laſt year; but he thoughs 
it right*to add that deficieney to the ſapply of the year, 
which will make 28, 128, ol. The different items of the 
ee e e 


too, ooo Seamen W oo . 5, 200, O00 . by 
Ordinary £599,683 3 97 „„ 6 3 
Extraordinaries © 523,340 J 27159923. 3 „% . „ 4 
$0 UW OT rs  ——} 315,23 19 
Bo e 1 2777,34 19 2. 

Plantations, Chelſea, ce. 23563,734 19 3 5 
* PN | er — 5,347,269 18 
Militia and Fencibles, Clothing for ditto, een 
Contingeneies for dittoß 5 4 ee 
Foreign-Trogps s ont 8 45) 
/ rote gt fon; 
Roads and Bridges in Scotland „ Eo Oo 
Extraordinaries af the Army 14" phe 2,663,968 12 
_ Sardinian Subſidy -. one Os ET + eh - = * © - 200,000 © 
Oe f ß % 
FF ds CCC 
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997,226 © 
427,269 * 


0 
0 * 0 0 


Till the gth of April next, it could not be correctly aſcer- | 
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the Exchequer next proceeded to the ans 
which that ſupply was to be raiſed. He. eſtimated the two 
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- „ d ITE on Sy tv "20 
Balance due to the Landgrave of Heſſe 63,8 5% 12 01 
Ditto to Oſwald's Executors 41,688 14 67 
Miſcellaneous Servicde Se RR TOY 0 OR 

Annual Addition to Sinking Fund  - 200, % o o 
Deficiency of Grants << + e 0: 0 
Ditto Land and Malt 38000 0 o 
Exchequer Bills * . 6, oo, oo © o 


27,84, 584 3 34 


FCͤͤͥͤĩ“eBj ARS AND MEANS. „3 pe 
Having ſtated the whole of the lopplys the. Clanaefior of 
ays and Means by 


annual taxes of land and malt as uſual at 2,750,000l. To 
that was to be added, whatever might be eſtimated to be 


the growing produce of the conſolidated fund from April 
5th, 1795, to April 5th, 1796. It would be neceſſary for him 
to ſtate the grounds on which he was to calculate the amount 
of that ſum, and that was by adhering to the average of the 
laſt four years, rather than to any other mode of compu- 


tation. He ſaid he ſhould ſtate the produce of each of theſe 


four years. The produce of the permanent taxes ending the 
th of January 1792, amounted to 13,993, oool.; of that ending 


on January 5th, 1793, amounted to 14, 354, oool.; of that end- 
ing on January . 1794, were 13, 953, oool.; and the perma- 
nent taxes of laſt year was 13,827, oool. So that he had the 


ſatisfaction of ſaying that in the laſt year, the ſecond year of 


an extenſive war, the revenue was only about 126, oool. leſs 
than it was the preceding year, and if they took into the ac- 


count the delay of a fleet which had been expected from Por- 


tugal, the money to be received by that means would be more 


than the whole amount of the difference of the laſt year and 
the year preceding. The average of the permanent taxes of 
the laſt four years was 14,032,000l, He certainly thought 


himſelf juſtified in ſubmitting to the Houſe on that ground 


that average as the amount of the permanent taxes of the pre- 


ſent year. Aſſuming that foundation, he had only to ſet againſt 
that ſum the charges on the conſolidated fund. There was 2 


ps of 11,538,000], and a farther addition of 259,080). 


which conſtituted part of the intereſt of different taxes, for 
Paying off Exchequer Bills. Theſe two ſums added together, 
amounted to 11,797,000l. which being ſubtracted from 


14, cg, cool. the average permanent taxes of the laſt four 


FP sars, 
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years, left the ſum of 2,235,000]. as likely to ariſe from the 


growing produce of the permanent taxes between April 5, 
1795, and April 655 1796. He ſaid, he might make another 


addition to that ſum of 1 19,0001. but that ſum he wiſhed to 
reſerve, as there would be a neceflity for making ſome pro- 
viſion; 88 of the happy event which had been an- 
nounced by his Majeſty from the Throne, of the approaching 
marriage of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales; and 
therefore, he did not wiſh to anticipate the manner in which 


Parliament might chuſe to diſpoſe of that ſum, but thought 1 


his duty.to make a reſerve of that ſum for that event, or for 
whatever application Parliament might think proper to make 


dere was alſo the probability of 150, oool. or 160,000]. - 
of the return of impreſt money, and he thought proper to take 


credit for 500, oool. from the Eaſt India Company, if the 

could pay it; unleſs it was voted, the Public could not avail 
itſelf of that ſum, even if the Company ſhould fortunately be 
able to diſcharge it. „ | | 


The Exchequer Bills fo be taken into the account in the 


Ways and Means, were 3, oo, ot. 
he next article, whic 


known, was the loan for eighteen millions ſterling. The 
ſums added together, amounted in all, to 27, 145, 00l. as will 
appear from the following ſtatement:  -- - _ 
Land Tax . + 8 A 25, oo, c % 0 o 
Mail m8 i ee 
Growing Produce of Conſolidated _ $9 1 = 
Fund from 5th of April 1795, 55 5 
to th of April 179% C. 2,235, é (o 
Impreſt Monies to be repaid 160,000 


Eaſt India Company / 300% .*® 5 
| Py wg — i F aro : : : wo * 
Exchequer Biliss 2 — 238,5, oo 0: 0 
Loan 6 e 18, 00, 00 o © 
a W ier . £27,145,000 & © 


That ſum being ſet againſt the total amount of the ſupply, 
_ ſuppoſing the Eaſt India Company was not able to pay the de- 
ciency, amounted to 983,000. But ſuppoſing the Company 
to make good the 500,000l. then the deficiency would onty be 
483,000]. Although the loan of 18 millions might fall fome- 
what ſhort of anſwering all the exigencies of the year, the 
x fe Oe %%. 8 conſe- 


rhich had been the ſubject of ſome conver- 
ſation with the Public, and the amount of which was generally 5 
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_ Conſequences would not be very material, with regard to the 
fervice of the year. But he ſhould not think it right to ow 


any part of the ſubject from the Houſe ; and therefore, althoug 

it was not included actually in the loan, he ſhould think it his 
duty to make proviſion for its annual intereſt and charges, as 
if it made part of the loan. He ſhould therefore find taxes for 
the deficiency, not only of 483, ocol. but alſo of the 500,000, 
which was due from the Company. He ſhould make proviſion 
for the one million deficiency, in the fame manner as if it 


were a part of the loan of 18 millions. With regard to the 


500,000l. of the Company, although they had not been able to 
pay it in the preſent year, he did not think it right to take it 
for granted that ſum would not be forth- coming in a future 
ap He was therefore to make proviſion in the Frtt inſtance 
for the fam of 18 millions, and for a million of probable defi- 

cienty beyond the 18 millions. a 


= 


outlet of the war, that it was his intention each year, without 
leaving an unfunded debt, to make proviſion for the whole of 


that debt. He thought it was probable there would be an in- 
creaſe of one million in the navy debt, and therefore he had 
made proviſion for that loan; but the fact was, that from the 


zmmenſe exertions that had been made to bring forward a 
great fleet, the navy debt, inſtead of increafing one million, 
was increaſed 3, 59, col. He ſhould think it his duty to 
follow the fame line of conduct which he did laſt year in 
making proviſion, on a general calculation, for any probable 
exceſs; and as there was an increaſe of three millions and a 
half of navy debt incurred laſt year, he ſhould make proviſion 
for that amount, which might be expected to take place in 
1795. In addition to the two millions and a half of the vote 
of credit, it would be neceſſary over and above to make pro- 
viſion for a million and an half for the land ſervice in the 
courſe of the year 1795. Theſe were the ſums, for all of 


which he propoſed to hnd funds for diſcharging che annual 


intereſt. | F | 
ER TERMS OF THE LOAN. 


He ſaid, before he ſtated the amount of the annual intereſt | 


which aroſe from the loan of 18 millions, he begged leave to 


tate to the Houſe what were the terms and conditions on 
which he propoſed to agree to that loan. The motives which 


Ted him to think it his duty at an early period to aſcertain on 
what terms perſons were willing to ſubſcribe fo large a ſum as 


18 millions, were thoſe- which he had already on a former 
25 1 % 6.0" ONION - 


3s 


The Committee would recollectk he had alluded to the in- 
 Ereale of the unfunded debt of the navy, and he flated at the 


: % 
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occaſion been under the neceffity of ſtating more at large. He 


meant beſides, as he conceived it to be his duty, to propoſe the 
means of furniſhing, by the creditofthis country, a large pecuniary 
aſſiſtance to the Emperor, if the conſequence of 1 5 an en- 
gagement was likely to furniſh a great military force to join us 


in the next campaign. It became neceffary to aſcertain how 


far the terms of that loan might, be effected by his Majeſty 
recommending to Parliament, to guarantee the loan which in- 
dividuals might furnith to the erer. It might naturally 


occur, that the idea of a large loan of four or ſix millions, or 


ſome intermediate ſum, might materially interfere with our 
procuring money, by a loan, for our own immediate purpoſes; 


and he was not without apprellenſions, that would be the caſe. 


As ſoon as the propoſal hal been made, to furniſh a ſum to 


his Imperial Majeſty, on thoſe terms which the Court of Vienna 


was willing to give, perſons readily ſtood forward, not only 


to furnifh, without difficulty, the whole of the ſum wanted for 


this country, but, on conſideration of the guarantee of Great- 
Britain, the ſum alfo which was wanted by the Emperor. A 


Ken ſtatement of this loan would appear highly ſatisfactory. 
e ſhould ſtate the terms of it very ſhortly, For every 1001. 


ſterling, the Tubſcribers had a capital of 100l. ſtock in the 3 
per cents. a capital of one third of an hundred in the 4 per 
cents. and of the long annuities 88. 6d. for the ſame term as 
long annuities. It was fubject, however, to this alternative: 
If the loan ſhould take place to the Emperor, to the amount of 
fx millions, which would be one-third of the loan which was 
wanted for 'the immediate purpoſes of this country, then the 
ſubſcribers for every 1001. of that loan ſhould be entitled to 
one-third of 100l. in the Emperor's loan, and to a proportion- 
able bonus of that loan. Or if no loan ſhould take place to 
the Emperor, and Parliament ſhould think fit to grant terms 
equivalent to that proportionable bonus, it ſhould be added to 
the long annuities. In thar cafe they were to have an addition 
of four thillings in the annuities, which, at the current price, 
of between 19 and 20 years purchaſe, was a difference fome- 


what leſs than 4]. per cent. He thould ſuppoſe the Emperor's 


loan took place to the amount of ſix millions, and that queſtion 
would not be precluded from coming before Parliament by the 
vote of that night; he ſhould conſider, on the ſuppolition of 
that loan taking place, what would be the amount of the inte- 
reſt which the Public would give for every rool. of the 78 


millions. It would amount ro'the ſum of 41.- 158. ad. When N 
he recollected the loan of 11 millions, in the courſe of laſt 


year the terms of which were admitted univerſally to have 
2 7 n could have been deſired, and more 
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favourable than could have been expected (and yet the 
intereſt of every .-.100l. of that loan was 41. 1 18. 6d.) ; and 


when he conſidered that this year we had borrowed ſo large a 


ſum as 18 Millions; that we were entering on the third year : 
of a war, under the different circumſtances that had taken 


place in various parts of Europe, he muſt certainly feel, that, 
on the: firſt view, it was matter of fatisfaction and conſola- 


tion, that a ſum ſo large, and on ſo great an emergency, could 


be procured on terms ſo favourable. In the event of no loan 
taking place for the Emperor, he muſt then take into the ac 


count the 4s. of long annuities, and that would make the 


annual intereſt, per cent. 4]. 198. 2d. which was {till below ; 
per cent. Taking it in that way, they were able to raiſe 18 


millions under 5 per cent. in the third year of a war. Com- 


paring this ſtatement with the experience and hiſtory of this 


country in other wars, that circumſtance alone was no ſlight 
8 of the flouriſhing ſtate of the reſources and credit __ 


is country. | 


Before he quitted that part of the ſubject, he thought it right, 


not merely to ſtate what were the terms of the loan to the 
Public, but what the profits were, conſidering the actual price 
of the ſtocks at the time the agreement was made, or making 
any reaſonable allowance for any poſſible fluctuation for a bar- 


gain made at a diſtant period, and for the increaſe of capital 


to be brought to market, or what the price of the ſtocks 
was at this day. It ſeemed to him theſe were the different 
views in which the ſubject might be conſidered, According 
as the price of ſtocks ſtood at the time he made his bargain, 


tool. in the 3 per cents. being then at 64 3-4ths, and one- 


third of 1001. in the 4 per cents. being then at 83 3-8ths, and 
the long annuities being put together, independent of any 
bonus from the Auſtrian loan, was a little more than 100]. 
But he was not repreſenting that as the terms the ſubſcribers 
| looked to. They certainly looked to 41, ariſing from the 


Auſtrian loan. That was rather below the mark. There was 


another bonus, to wit, the diſcount, which-amounted to about 
21. 10s. per cent. and gentlemen would ſge, that although the 
fituation of the affairs of Europe was not then ſuch as to make 
us ſuppoſe that ſome of the misfortunes were ſo near, which 
from a variety of cauſes had ſince taken place, yet there was 
enough then, to make it impoſſible for men to ſpeculate on a 
tranſaction to ſo large an amount, without calculating ſome- 
thing for the r:ik of the introduction of ſo great a capital into 
the market on three component parts of ſtock, on the 3 and 4 
per cents. and on the value of long annuities, from a bonus 
—$0 or 7. per cen. uhh VHP 
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 UNFUNDED DEBT. ; | 


— 


Having conſidered the terms and conditions of the loan, ie 
was his duty, in the next place, to make a few obſervations on 
the unfunded debt. With reſpeCt to that debt which could 
not now be actually funded, with regard to the extraordinaries 
to be incurred in the preſent year, he wiſhed to make the 
ſame ample and liberal proviſions, as if it were now to be 
funded. Both for the loan, and all other ſums of unfunded 
debt, he wiſhed to provide. In conſequence of two Acts of 
Parliament, the intereſt that was payable was not on the ſum 
borrowed, but on the capital created. That applied both to 
the 3 and 4 per cents. and alſo to long. annuities that ſhould 
be outſtanding after the period of forty-five years. 'The conſe- 
quence was, that a ſum of near 11. 88. was to be provided for 
every 1001, not as intereſt of the loan, but as the ſupport of 
their credit, which increaſed the ſinking ſund in proportion to 
the increaſe of every new debt. They were not only not inter- 
fering with the general mode of diſcharging antecedent debt, but 
at the ſame time they were contracting freſh debt for carrying 
on the war, they actually niade proviſion for paying off the | 
intereſt of it, and alſo of one per cent. of the capital. The in- 
tereſt and redemption fund for the loan would be 61. 38. 4d. 
per cent. or 1,107,750l. annual charge for the whole. For the 
deficiencies 61, l.; for the navy debt 169,000]. ; for the 
unforeſeen expences 30% ool.; in all 1,637, o.; a ſum 
ſo large, that with all his confidence in the refources of the 
country, and its ſpirit not to ſhrink ſrom a juſt and neceſſary 
conteſt, becauſe it was expenſive, he ſhould have ſtated with 
much more anxiety, but for the conſolation he derived from a 
view of the means by which he propoſed to raiſe it. Let it be 
recollected alſo, that of this large ſum 357,000. was to be ap- 
' plied not to the ſervices of the current year, but as a fund for 
the progreſſive redemption of the new debt contracted. 
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He ſhould think himſelf wanting in reſpect to the Commit- 
tee were he to ſuſpend their expectation with reſpect to the 
means by which a ſum of ſuch magnitude might be raifed, by 
indulging in any general obſervations, He ſaid he did not 
enter upon this ſubject without hope, but he entered on it 

with a ſincere belief, that the burdens, large as they were, 
would be ſuſtained without any very ſevere preſſure on the 
bulk of the people, and which will appear light and trifling 
when ſet againſt the intereſts they were then contending for. 
His principal object in theſe taxes would be to make them as 
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productive as paſlible, without at the ſame time drying up the 
_ ſource, He ſhould ſtate fome ſources of revenue of conſider- 
able amount, and which were of ſuch a fort, that an increaſe 
of taxes on them would not be felt as a material inconvenience 
to the Public at large, and much more to the loweſt 


claſs of the community. The articles he meant to ſtate were 


of luxurious and not neceſſary conſumption, One of theſe 
principally was of very general uſe among X 
though the conſumption of it was the leaſt neceſſary to ſub- 
ſiſtence, and, perhaps, in ſome reſpects the leaſt advaritageous 
to health. Theze were articles of luxury upon which if the 
duty could be collected, and at the ſame time not diminiſh the 
conſumption, they might yield a very large revenue. The 
fluirſt he had to mention he conceived to be of this deſcription, 
more particularly when ſmuggling had been effectually checked 
by regulations, and rendered more difficult than ever by the 


neral ſituation of affairs. Some years ago the duty upon 


wine had been lowered, Parliament thinking it adviſeable to 
make a partial ſacrifice of revenue for the advantages of a 
commercial treaty with France, That treaty was now at an 
end; apd with it the motives for lowering the duty. The 
arts formerly practiſed to defraud the revenue had been check- 
ed in the courſe of one year by putting it under the manage- 
ment of the exciſe, and it was clear that the conſumption had 
not been diminiſhed by a ſtrict collection of the duty. The 
_ frauds were either on importation, or adulteration afterwards : 
the latter, which had been by far the moſt conſiderable, was 
now effectually put a ſtop to. It might, therefore, well bear 
re-impoling the 151. a ton formerly taken off, But he pro- 


poſed more: Retail dealers did not uſyally raiſe the price by 


fractions; a fmall duty impoſed by Government would often 
produce a riſe in the price of three times the ſum, and the 
Public be thus made to bear a burden three times the amount 
of the ſum paid into the Exchequer, The fair courſe was, 


fo to proportion the increaſe of duty as that the probable riſe 


of price ſhould put nothing more into the pocket of the dealer 
than a reaſonable compenſation for his increaſe of capital. 
Three pounds ſeven ſhillings a tun would be 1d. a bottle, leav- 
ing 20 per cent. for increaſe. of capital; and 20l. a tun, the 
additional duty he meant to propaſe, would be, as nearly as 
might be, 6d. a bottle, with the ſame allowance. The average 
annual conſumption of wine was 27 or 28,000 tuns; but hs 
ſhould eſtimate. the produce of the additional duty at only 
zo, oool., though 29,000 tuns would produce 580,000); 


* 
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RUM, BRANDY, AND BRITISH SPIRITS, + — 
The next article was foreign and home-made ſpirits, an ar- 
ticle upon which there could be no doubt but that the higher 
the duty that could be collected, the more the advantage to 
the community. During the laſt war, when precaution in 
collecting had not kept pace with increaſe of duty, the reve- 
nue, inſtead of being benefited, had ſuſtained a loſs by every 
addition. That, no doubt, ought to dictate caution on the 

| ſubject. But, after the capital of ſmugglers was broken down 
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by the reduction of duties, the duties on theſe articles h.al 1 
been increaſed three times ſucceſſively, and the duty had not DE . 
only not been diminiſhed, but it had increaſed according to the i 
riſes in a much higher proportion than when it was at the | I" 
loweſt. He meant, therefore, without running any riſk, to =. 
add the ſame additional duties as laſt year; that is to ſay, an 1 6M 1 


additional 8d. on every gallon of rum, 10d. on every gallon 
of brandy, and one penny on Britiſh ſpirits, with an increaſe 
of the duty for ſtill licences in Scotland. Theſe duties, on 
the eſlimate of laſt year, would produce 259,000, _ 

| | | 5 PX, TEA. | 3 ; 155 "bo EY 
| The next article he had to ſubmit to the Committee had 
formerly been the ſubject of a great deal of diſcuſſion, and had 
more influence on the commercial intereſts of the country, 
and particularly on one great body, the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, than any other article. A great reduction had been 
made, which, according to ſome Gentlemen, was a very ha- 
zardous experiment, for the purpoſe of preventing frauds. It 

t 


had been wholly taken out of the hands of the ſmuggler, to - 
the great advantage of the country, and the Eaſt India Com- 1 
Gentlemen would recoi- =_ | 


pany, an important member of it. 

lect, that, during the former war, the duties upon tea held. 

out ſuch a temptation to the ſmuggler, that it was thought _. 
neceflary to ſubſtitute a tax upon windows, as a commutation 

for part of thoſe duties. The Commutation ACt might be 
lleged as a compact with the conſumer, that the duties upon 

tea ſhould not be again inereaſed; but this was an argument 
which he thought could not be much infiſted upon. In order 

to ſecure the important point of putting a ſtop to fmuggling, « 
the duties had been reduced conſiderably lower than was at 

firſt propoſed, There could be no rea ſon for continuing them 

ſo low now, when, from the ſituation of the continent and the 

{tate of the trade to China, there was no danger of ſmuggling 

being revived. - A moderate addition to that article might be 


adviſeable, and conſiſtent not only with policy, but with the OO ING 
| FVV very * _—_— 
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advantage to t ny 50 
ſerved by our underwriters, that he had the _ beſt authority 
lor ſaying, that many reſpectable merchants thought a ſlight 
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very principle that led ſome years ago to the reduction of the 


duty. He wiſhed to anticipate an objection. that might bc 


made to any additional tax on that article, and that was, that 
the Public were reconciled to ſubmit to a heavy duty on win- 


dows, in conſideration that the tax on tea was to be leflened ; 


But an increaſe of the duty was in no reſpec inconſiſtent with 


the ſpirit of the Commutation Act, even ſuppoſing it to be an 


agreement with the conſumer 3 for the conſumption had been 


fo much increaſed, that the conſumers in general have long 


ſince derived much more than their ſhare of the benefit. But 
in fact, there was no fuch compact; nor could any reaſon be 
allege 4, why, if the public exigencies demand it, an additional 

tax ſhould not be laid upon tea or upon windows. 


The preſent duty on tea was 121. 10s. per cent. He 


meant to add 71. 10 8. per cent. which would make the duty 


20]. per cent. which he calculated would produce 180,000. 
and an additional duty on coffee and cocoa was computed 
at 40,0001, Theſe two together made a ſum of 220,0001. 
. © INSURANCE ON SHIPS, CARGOES, &, _ 

The next article was wholly of a different nature. IIe 


might ſay negatively, that it was. not likely to be felt any 


where asa material inconvenience; and as a collateral circum- 


| Ranceof ſatisfaction, in ſtating this, it did itſelf afford a ſtriking 


proof of the extent of the commerce, credit, and-capital of the 
country. He alluded to the infurance on fhips and cargoes, 
both the property of this country, and in ſome degree the pro- 
petty of . Inſurance was carried on with ſo much 

is country, from the good faith that was ob- 


additional tax was not at all likely to hazard a diminution in 
the inſurance. Gentlemen would naturally ſee, he could not 
be poſſeſſed of any data from which the amount could with any 


degree of certainty be aſcertained. But he was under obliga- 


tions to many Gentlemen, whofe gueſſes on that ſubject were 
infinitely better than his. It would be matter of ſatisfaction 
and furpriſe, for the Houſe to be informed, that, by the cal- 


culations of perſons converfant with this ſubject, the capital 
__ annually inſured in this country, amounted to 120 millions 


ſterling. He propoſed a tax of 28. 6d. per cent. on the ſum 
inſured, in lieu of the exiſting duty on the policy of inſurance, 


Which did not go by the ſame ſcale, This, deducting the 


old tax, he eſtimated at 130,000 1. 5 : 
There was another ſpecies of inſurance, which was of a dif+ 


_ ferent deſcription; and which was by no means a ſpecies of in- 


* ſurance 


8 „ pn 


he had juſt ſaid, at 757,000). 


* 
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ſurance to be diſcouraged, but which at the ſame time ought to 
contribute to the public burdens—he meant inſurance on lives. 


It was certainly proper to call on any claſs of people to contri- 
bute to the general exigencies of the ſtate, ariſing from a war 
like the AR, who 5 a convenience flowing from the 
credit, order, tranquillity, and regular government eftabliſh- 
ed in the country, Such was peculiarly the ſituation of every 


_ perſon. having only a life-rent ; and, after the tax he was about 
to propoſe, it would be ſtill lower than it was a few years ago. 


He propoſed ten per cent. in proportion to the premium. He 
had received a particular account from the produce of one 


ſociety, and which was increaſing every month; and from the 


beſt information he could procure from thoſe perſons moſt 
converſant in the - buſineſs, it was likely to yield 30, ooo 1, 
per annum. That added to the other ſum made 160,000 J. 


' RAISINS, LEMONS, ORANGES, SALAD-OIL, SILK; COALS, ROCK 


Ne SALT, AND FIR TIMBER. .,. | 4 
The next, he ſaid, were a deſcription of articles to which 
little objection could be found where the increaſe was not 
likely to be felt with any peculiar preſſure: They aroſe from 
different articles of the cuſtoms. He calculated them at 


77,0001. per annum. The duty on raiſins was domputed at 


70001. on lemons and oranges at 52001. on ſome ſpecies 


of filk at 80001. ALA. nt TTY 45 
The amount of the tax on coals exported was computed at 


25,0001. This tax was meant only to fall on foreigners, as 
all coals exported to any of our own dominions were to be 
free from this duty. The duty on rock ſalt he eſtimated at 
74001. - The whole of the articles together were computed, as 


There was another article which came under the cuſtoms, 


which would bear a moderate tax, that was fir timber and 
deals. That tax was computed at 110, oo l. which being 


*% 


added to the 77,000 L made 187, oo0 l. 


| AFFIDAVITS, ORIGINAL WRITS, AGREEMENTS, INDENTURES, 


| | © AND PROBATES OF WILLS. N b 
The next were certain articles of ſtamp duties on affidavits, 
original writs, agreements, indentures, and probates of wills, 
which could be raiſed with little inconvenience. The duty on 
theſe articles was computed at 10, ooo l. C 
He propoſed a ſmall additional tax on receipts. At preſent, 


be 18. He propoſed no other tax till it amounted to 5ool. or 


upwards; and that then, inſtead of being 18. as it was now, 


L2 END” 


a receipt for above 100 l. only paid 6 d.; he propoſed it ſhould 
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that the ſtamp ſhould be-28. Theſe articles, ariſing from the 
ſtamp duties, were ſuppoſed to amount to 68,0001. ., 
He ſaid there remained two other articles, one of which 
applied to the Members of that Houſe ; but he flattered 
| himſelf Gentlemen would not hear of it with leſs favour 
becauſe 'it applied more immediately . to themſelves. He 
- wiſhed to introduce ſome regulations on the preſent ſyſtem of 
Franking. It was neceſſary for him to obſerve, that the Houſe 
for a great period of years had thought it right to reſtrain that 
privilege by certain regulations. It had been orion, found, 

that, after a certain length of time, thoſe. regulations had not 
completely anſwered the e ee for which they were intend- 
ed. Gentlemen, from good nature, had been led in various 
inſtances to go farther than was intended, or even than they 
. wiſhed, if they could have prevailed on themſelves to refuſe the 
. favour when requeſted, * _ 1 855 . 
In the next place, it was certainly by no means intended 
that the privilege of franking ſhould be the ſource of emolu- 
ment to particular individuals. It was meant as a mark of re- 
ſpect to the Members of that Houſe, and in that view it had 
no ſmall recommendation; and it was alſo intended to ſave 
from incurring charges upon public buſineſs, which in ſome 
inſtances might be ſerious in their amount, from communica- 
tions between Members and their conſtituents. It was not 
meant to furniſh a revenue to any particular perſons ;z and he 
had heard thoſe who were moſt capable of benefiting by it, 
ſpeak of it in ſuch a manner as did great honour to their libera - 
lity. They all knew the intention of the laſt regulations upon 
the ſubject, and yet, although the revenues of. the Poſt-office 
had greatly increaſed, it was certain that frank ing had increaſed 
alſo. As it might, therefore, be applied to purpoſes never 
intended, he meant to propoſe certain regulations, the general 
object of which was to reſtrain the number of franks, ſent or 
received by any one poſt ; and alſo to reſtrain them in regard 
to their weight. He ſhould propoſe, that no letter go free, 
_ unleſs the Member was within the diſtrict of delivery when 
the letter was E. into the office, & c. &c. but the regulations 
which he ſhould propoſe, would appear more clearly from the 
reſolutions which he ſhould afterwards have the 33 of 
moving on the ſubject. The perſons moſt converſant in this 


f — 


buſineſs had encouraged him to ſuppoſe, that theſe regulations, 


if carried into eſſect, would produce 40,000 1. 


— 


> 


row 


or 210,000 l. 
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The laſt article was one, which if the burden his duty to 
lay on the Public were not too ſerious, he ſhould apprehend 


the Houſe would hardly hear with gravity, but which, with 
a few exceptions, alſo applied to every Member of that 


Houſe. He ſhould not ſcruple to own, however, that it 
would not anſwer his purpoſe, if it did not apply to a 


very genoral deſcription of perſons in this country. He was 


not at all afraid that it would be conũdered as productive of the 


leaſt preſſure. He propoſed a . licence on every perſon 


who wore hair-powder. It had been fuggeſted to him, that, in 
order to prevent thoſe who ehofe to mdulge in the luxury 
from evading the tax, it would be proper to regiſter all fuel 

perſons, and that they ſhould be obliged to pay for a licence one 
guinea. He propoſed a guinea a head for every perſon who 


wore hair- powder. This tax would apply to different claſſes 
of people. The only perſons upon whom it could fall heavy, 


were thoſe who with ſmall incomes were placed in ſuch ſitua- 
tions, as obliged them in T certain degree to comply with the 
faſtion of the day; there were others, -who, although perhaps 


they could ill afford it, would be prompted by vanity to wear 


what other people wore ; but vanity was at leaſt as fair an ob- 
ject of taxation as luxury. 38 3 Ni 


The powder worn by a certain deſcription of ſervants would 


fall on their maſters, to gratify whoſe vanity they wore pow» 
der, It might be aſked, how the amount of it was to be cal- 
culated? He ſaid, there were certain means by which they 
5 form ſome gueſs how far that tax would be productive. 

en they conſidered the number of perſons who had four- 
wheeled carriages, when they looked at the number of horſes 
which were kept for pleaſure, and at the number of ſervants 
kept by different people, he thought it would not be unreaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, that this tax might produce 200,000 guineas, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer recapitulated his new 
taxes, and the amount of the ſums he 'gave them for, as 


| TOTAL or NEW TAXES. _ 


OT TT 5 
Foreign and Home made Spirits „ 239, 

he OT - T2 SS, 
Coffee and Coõ s  ' - © , 4go,600 

| Raiſins, Lemons, &, +- © + 77,000  _ 


— 
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Deals and Fir-Timber - - = © 110,000. 
OO ID . nes 
OD '\ Powdered Heads, Male and Female, at a 7 
fi Guinea a head ED — 5 210, 
Total C 1, 64, % ↄ 
SITUATION OF THE COUNTRY, — © 


le faid, he ought to beg pardon of the Committee for | 
| havig occupied ſo large a portion of their time, but he had 
aimed at as much conciſeneſs asthe nature of the ſubject would 
allow with any regard to preciſion and perſpicuity. He ſhould 
only requeſt their indulgence for a few minutes longer, while 
he made ſome ſhort obſervations on the apparent fituation and 
reſources of the country. . Conſidering the neceſſity there was 
/ _ of impoling burdens on the people, it was matter of ſatisfaction 
— that they could with ſo much facility make the proviſion that 
0 Was ſufficient for carrying on the preſent juſt and neceſſary. 


1 In the next place, with a view to the credit of the country, 
9 they had been enabled (however much they might lament the 


neceſſity of it) on ſuch favourable terms to raiſe ſo large a ſum 
of money. This was a ſtrong proof of the high and flouriſhing 
/ V ĩ ĩͤ Gr tt. 
With reſpect to its revenue, what he had ſtated of the aver- 
age produce of the laſt four years, and its actual produce in 
the ſecond year of the war, led to the ſame encouraging con- 
eluſion. That circumſtance would be fortified ſtill more by 
looking at the various new, taxes that had been impoſed in 
1793 and 1794. He had the ſatisfaction to find they had 
been productive beyond the example of every tax that ever 
was impoſed in time of war. If Gentlemen would look at the 
plan adopted nine or ten years ago for the reduction of the 
national debt, they would find that now near 1, 800, ooo l. was 
applicable to the purchaſe of ſtock for reducing the national 
debt. 5 gr 1 Re © TY 
This, with the ſum of 200,000 1. annually, which had been 
appropriated for the reduction of debt, made altogether a 
ſum of no leſs than 2, ooo, ooo l. What was the concluſion 
which he drew from theſe ſtatements ?—that the country was 


poſſeſſed of ſufficient reſources if we were diſpoſed to meet 
pour ſituation fairly, and anticipate, by a ſuitable proviſion, 1 
| the burdens which it became neceſſary to impoſe in proſe- ch 


cuting a ſtruggle, which involved not only our deareſt 4 
5 15 55 „„ ne hs terelts, 
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tereſts, but even our very exiſtence. He had hitherto found . 


that the credit of the country kept pace with the unprece- 
dented exertions to which it had been called, in conſequence _ 
of the unprecedented ſtyle of aggreſſion adopted by the ene- 
my. He was not ſurpriſed that the balance of exchange was 
ſo greatly in our favour, the ſtate of credit ſo flouriſhing, and 
the degree of confidence almoſt unlimited. I addition to 
what he had ſtated of the proſperous circumſtances of the 
revenue, and the defirable fituation. of publie, credit, much 
reliance was to be placed on the ſpirit of the people de- 
termined to proſecute with vigour 3 conteſt, and 
ſubmit with alacrity to the neceſſary burdens. But the ſe- 
curity for the continuance of the national proſperity did not 
merely reſt on the temporary ſtate of the revenue, or of 
credit; it ſtood on a more ſolid and permanent ground on 
the une xampled and increaſing extent of the commerce of 
the country. From the reſult of the different accounts it 
appeared, that the total amount of the trade during the laſt 
year of war, not only exceeded what had been the average of 
former years of war, but even what had been the caſe in the 
brighteſt periods of tranquillity. The export of domeſtic 
manufaCtures during the laſt year, was only exceeded by the 
exports of two former years of the greateſt proſperity which 
this country had ever known, and our foreign trade, in point 
of extent, ſurpaſſed even the reſults of the moſt flouriſhing 
years of peace. 55 „„ <p 
The general ſtate of 929 in the higheſt year ever known 
in peace was, in 1792. The total exports at that time were 
18,336, oool. in Britiſh manufactures. The total export of 
1794, by the moſt correct accounts, is 16, 301, oool. being in 
that reſpect leſs by about two millions. In 1792, the imports 
were 6,563,000]. In 1794, they were 8, 868, oool. The total 
in 1792, was 24,905, oool.; in 1794, it was 25, 169 oool. 
Theſe were the moſt accurate accounts that could be col- 
lected at the preſent moment, and they were ſo much more 
HatisfaQory than any reaſoning or obſeryation of his, that he 
| ſhould not ſay a word more on the ſubject. Great as the re- 
| ſources of this country were, he ſincerely lamented the ne- 
ceſlity of applying any part of them to the unavoidable evils 
of war, It would have given him infinitely more ſatisfaction 
to have ſeen the accumulation of wealth a diffuſion of hap- 
pineſs, which would have taken place from the uninterrupted 
1 of ſuch reſources in a country like this, enjoying the 
bleſſings of peace and tranquillity z but it was only from 
having made a prudent uſe of the years of real ſecurity, that 
they could either meet the neceſſities of an unavoidable war, 
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or enjoy the fruits which would reſult from the reſtoration 
. of the weng of peace.” eee. ES 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded his long, com- 
prehenſive, and perſpicuous detail, with moving his firſt re- 
F V 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he did not riſe to oppoſe the vote propoſed, 
but to make ſome obſervations on hy 5 had fallen from the 
miniſter in the courſe of his ſpeech, though he did not mean 
to follow him through all his financial ſyſtem. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman had before him the experience of two loans, 
oppoſite to each other in a certain degree; the one of them, 
the loan of laſt year, made upon the beſt terms that could be 
obtained on behalf of the Public; and the other, perhaps the 
worſt for the Public that miniſter ever concluded, the loan of 
the year before the laſt: He could have hoped, he ſaid, that 
with that experience before him, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
would have encouraged competition among the ſubſcribers. 
Many Members of that Houſe had beſtowed obſervations on 
this mode, expreffive of their approbation ; he had praiſed it 
himſelf, as he always ſhould praife every meaſure which ap- 
peared to deſerve it; nay, the Right Hon. Gentleman him- 
ſelf had taken credit for having opened that ſyſtem of com- 
petition, and therefore he owned, he expeCted to have heard 
| —— reaſon for departing from that fyſtem in the preſent in- 
ſtance, and ſome reaſons for adopting a plan liable to ſo many 
objections. A loan ſhould always be open, and the ſpirit of 
competition be encouraged. When by experience it was found 
to be advantageous, and to compenſate for the diſadvantages 
of the preceding, it was very remarkable that it ſhould not be 
purfued, andſthat no reaſon was given for preferring the plan 
that had been choſen, which was liable to every difadvantage. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated, and there was no 
doubt but he had ſtated truly, that the terms of the loan 
were made a conſiderable time before they were to take place, 
and that, he pretended, . was a circumſtance fortunate fog 
the Public. The fact was, that the advantages of the bergab 
muſt depend upon the ſtate of the funds, and the negotiation 
of the Right Hon. Gentleman could be ſpeculative only. 
Theſe were not the moſt material objections — The Right Hon. 
Gentleman had ſtated the terms upon which the bargain” was 
made, and on the preſent price of ſtock there could be gain, 
or at beft, the calculation was made at about one or two 
per cent. Mr. Fox faid, he had not any perſonal information 
of the markets at preſent, but by the newſpapers of. the day, 
which he believed were correct in their ſtatements, he faw 
| ide Appendix, page 1. N 5 
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that the 3 per cents. were at 615, and the 4 per. cents. were 


79 while the Long Annuities were at 86, reckoning at 184 


years purchaſe, According to the terms of the loan there- 


fore, it was evident, that by giving for every tool. 


In the 5 per Cent: Popſoly THe eel £61. 1 
* the 4 o Cones ditto, 1-third, 5 5 f Pak 26 10 0 


There is a ſum of „„ 3 a „ 8” 


To this may be added i in Long Annuities, the ſum af ES. 


* 7 — — rH 


Making an . R's | ee 95 13 o 


And here the Right Hon. . dds 77 way of diſcount 2 10 © 


R 


50 that the ſom. töte le 3 0 1 80 — 2 798 3 0 


— 


I cannot ſee,” ee Mr. Fox, © how a profit of 2 
per cent. is likely to ariſe from this bargain; for it is to be 
remembered that there is an additional bones of 48. upon the 


Long Annuities, which, by computation at eighteen years 


and a quarter purchaſe, will amount to 3 13 »:@ 
Add to this therefore _ W 9 


— — 


And the Whole of the exchange is — | 1611620 


This, he obſerved, was 11 or 2 per cent. againſt us, rather 
than in our favour, not but, upon another calculation, in{tead 
of an advantage of il. 16s. on the part of Fa de ſubſcribers, 
there might be the ſum of II. 178. diſadvantag 

They who have dealt therefore, may be Wie or at beſt 


gain very little. For upon another condition there is another 


banus upon the Auſtrian loan; but how the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman could come forward with ſuch a tiputation, without 
ſtating the terms on which the Auſtrian loan was made, Was 
to him matter of aſtoniſhment! © I am no friend,” faid 
Mr. Fox, “ to loans for foreign connexions at any time, and 
more eſpecially I am no friend to this; but if ever I were a 


friend to them, I ſhould conſcientiouſly inſiſt, that the con- 
ditions ought to be clearly arid fully ſtaked, and I am more 


particularly deſirous that this ſhould be ſo.“ 

It is almoſt impoſhble to bargain for a loan, 1 TON fome 
apprehenſion of the loſſes on the part of the ſubſcribers to 
which they may be fubjacted. By the connexion, however, 
which the Imperial loan has with this country, the riſk of the 
ſubſcribers is reduced. The Emperor's bargain is in conſe- 
quence” diſadyantageous to him by this connexion; but in 
point of fact, if it were good for him, it would but be worſe 

Vor. H. : i a : - perhaps, 
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has betrayed ſuch uncommon negligence as not to inquire 
into the nature and condition of the terms upon which he 
has borrowed this money, there is the ſtronger reaſon to ſuſ- 


pect his integrity. We ſhould remember, that thoſe who 
were the readieſt to comply with exorbitant demands, are the 
leaſt likely to be punQual in fulfilling their engagements. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he did not like to treat a ſubject ſo ſerious as 


this with levity, but he could not help remembering a ſcene 


in a very good play, where Mrs. Amlet ſays of a company, 
“ They never make two words about the price, all they hag- 


gle about 1s the day of payment *.” 


- Tad the firſt view of this argument the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman may ſay, © Could the Emperor poſſibly make a bargain. 


upon ſuch flight ſecurity 2? Upon his own credit he could 


not, but he can upon our guarantee; for the guarantee is as 
ood, if not better, than any ſecurity the Emperor can give 
mſelf. It was a meaſure, Mr. Fox ſaid, he highly diſap- 


_ 


| ere of, becauſe appearances were certainly ſuſpicious ; 

ut to ſuperadd a bonus of a long annuity, muſt be conſidered 
in the kigheit degree extravagant. N . 
With reſpect to the terms upon which the loan is made, 


it is both in the whole and in the mode extravagant. If the 


bargain were open, and to be made anew, the terms could be 
made much cheaper. Three millions of money, he under- 
ſtood, might be ſaved to the Emperor. 9 8 EY | 


With reſpect to general views, the Joan was inferior both _ 
to that of the laſt year and the year before the laſt, according 


to the Right Hon. Gentleman's own declaration. He ſtated, 
that the revenue had only fallen ſhort: ſo much laſt year, by 


the non-arrival of the Oporto fleet, which if it ever did ar- 


rive would be good news. It was ſaid to be a matter of ſur- 
"priſe, that the defalcations in the receipts of the revenue were 
merely 4 or 500,000}, and at the fame time an expectation 
was expreſſed that this year the revenues would exceed the 
calculation by 200,000). But upon what. principles did the 
Right Hon. Gentleman indulge this extravagant idea? Mr. 
Fox laid, for his own part he knew not the principles of 
ſuch a calculation! i * 1 
With regard to the taxes, ſome of them he thought unobjec- 
tion able, others called for animadverſion. Reſpecting the pro- 
poſed additional tax on tæ and ſpirits, he remarked, that merit 
. was taken from taxes which were inconſiſtent with each other, 


7 © Vanbrughs Confederacy, act i, ſcene 1. 


398 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commons. = 
perhaps for them. We have made him pay an improper in- 
| tereſt to lighten our own terms. If therefore the Emperor 


. 
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In regard to the poor people, theſe articles form the greateſt 
pa of their conſumption, and when the Right Hon. Gen- 
eman turned to the advantages alleged to ariſe from the 
Commutation tax, he reminded him that thoſe advantages 
were not owing to the prevention of ſmuggling to much as to 
the increaſe of the conſumption, If the tax on tea, therefore, 
propoſed ſhould diminiſh the conſumption, wherefore had we. 
formerly increaſed it by the Commutation ? PR, 
On the article of wine, if a tax be impoſed, it will give 
the retailer an unfair advantage. By a tax of 20l. per ton, it 
is calculated the price to the conſumer will be at the increaſe _ 
of ſixpence per bottle, and on that the retailer will add as 
much more. Thus, if it does not diminiſh the conſumption, 
and thus defeat the object, it will be oppreſſively and impro- 
perly adminiſtered, - * ; 
The tax on ſpirits he conſidered as of a temporary nature, 
depending entirely on the preſent ſituation of Europe, and 
conſequently not to be deemed a ſource of permanent revenue. 
At leaſt it was to be hoped the dreadful commotions in Eu- 
rope-were not to laſt for ever. On that conſideration the tax 
on ſpirits could not afford any great ſatisfaction, ſince, on the 
return of peace, it would not be commenſurate with the de- 
mat; 24 „„ 3 
This argument applied alſo to the laſt tax, for that could 
never be conſidered as a ſource of permanent revenue which 
was dependent upon faſhion. Hair- powder was of that de- 
ſeription, and how long it might be in uſe it were preſumptuous 
to determine. A faſhion of a long duration has indeed been 
ſaid to be a kind of ſecond nature; but have not faſhions of 
the moſt eſtabliſned cuſtom varied? Has it not already been 
ſuggeſted by an Hon. Member, that an abolition of hair- 
powder ought to take place of neceſſity ? and if ſuch an abo- 
lition be not enforced by law it might by cuſtom. Twelve 
or more women of ton, who commonly are the elegant arbiters 
of capricious fancies, may, in a moment, recommend the 
diſuſe of hair-powder, although not aſſuredly for the value of 
the tax, but from mere whim. How far it was prudent then 
to reckon a receipt of 200, oool. and upwards per year from 
ſuch an unſure reſource reſted entirely in the ſagacity and 
foreſight of the Right Hon. Gentleman. How far it might 
operate as a regulation in the conſumption of flour, was 
another queſtion; the more it ſpared of that article in that 
way, the leſs it muſt produce to the revenue; and the queſ-_ 
tion was not now, how it would regulate, but how it would 
produce, and upon that he owned he for one exceedingly 
doubted its efficacy. g.. 3 i 
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Upon a former day there was a converſation upon the queſ- 
tion of what was the expence of this war ?—The miniſter 
ſaid he had great ſatisſaction in reflecting that we proceeded 
in the diminution of our old debt. He had as much fſatisfac- 
tion upon that as it was poſſible for the Right Hon. Gentleman 
to have, but he was not to bigotted to that plan as to be blind 
to what was doing, and not to perceive the magnitude of the 
new debt, which we were every hour increafing. Of the di- 
minution of debt in the country, he muſt however remark that 
the progreſs was extremely flow, and expedited only by a gra- 
Qual operation. While this gradual operation then was aCt- 
ing on the one hand by a diminution of the ſtanding debt, we 
* ought to guard againſt a reaction, by producing. a debt of 
greater magnitude. The expence of this war had been ſtated 
to amount already to fifty millions of money. He did not 
know it; its exact amount he had no means of knowing, but 
he believed it to be much more. We had added to the funded 
debt a capital of forty-fix millions—he meant by the loans of 
the years 1793, 1794, and the loan of that day; to that might 
be added a heavy load of unfunded; debt, and that muſt be a 
ſubject of inquiry in that Houſe at ſome future time. He un- 
= | derſtood there was an idea of funding the floating debt of the 
= navy at five per cent.; or that for every 100). there ſhould be 
| allowed 1081. He ſhould fay nothing of the goodneſs or the 
badneſs of the plan, but he ſhould like to hear ſomething of 
it then, and he ſhould like to know why ſomething of that 
ſort was not to be adopted with reſpect to the preſent loan to 
the Emperor. | : . 
„ At the cloſe of the Right Hon. Gentleman's ſtatement 
 (faid Mr. Fox), he pronounced an eulogium on the juſtice 
and neceſſity of the war. Here it is impoſſible for us to agree. 
Ido not think it neceſſary, and I fear I cannot call it juſt. We 
do not however diſagree in our ſanguine hopes for a ſpeedy and 
honourable iftue, which might, I think, be accelerated by ne- 
gotiation. Although we agree in the ſanguine hopes we enter- 
tain (continued Mr. Fox), the Right Hon.. Gentleman puſhes 
them beyond what circumſtances will warrant, It is not con- 
ſolatory to hear of a debt by navy bills to the amount of two 
5 millions, nor ought we to look upon the exports of laſt year 
as the fair teſt of our revenue. Let us remember what were 
the peculiar circumſtances of laſt year. Let us remember, 
that we had gained confiderable acquiſitions in the Weſt Indies, 
fl ſome of which we ſtijl retain, and that our exports were in 
| conſequence increaſed, But who ſhall propheſy that our ex- 
g ports will next year be <quiralent?” The ſituation of the 
* Welt Indies was changed as he had ſtated; and the 1 


— 
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of Holland they all kriew and felt to be moſt materially altered; 
and as to our internal condition, he owned he did not ſee it in 
a proſperous view. © I would aſk (ſaid Mr. Fox) the Repre- 
ſentative of a great manufacturing city (Mr. Hobart), if he were 
not in the chair, whether or not the retroſpect to the com- 
merce of laſt year is not happy to the proſpect of the enſuing? 
Whether, if this war continued, the wretched remnant of 
their trade would not be entirely deſtroyed in a ſhort time?“ 
Did this apply alone to that unfortunate city? No; every ma- 
nufackurer in the kingdom had the ſame apprehenſion as the 
manufacturers of Norwich; they would tell the Houſe, with 
one voice, they muſt all be ruined if this war continued for 
any conſiderable length of time; ſo that indeed no rational 
man could ſuppoſe that argument in favour of our former 
_ proſperity can be fairly applicable to our proſpect for future 
years. That our commerce had increaſed of late years he ad- 
mitted, and he rejoiced at it, but then we ſhould look forward 
and examine the probability of its continuance. © It is true (ſaid 
Mr. Fox), that the exports have increaſed of late years to 
1,500,000 ton. Iam not ignorant of theſe important affairs, and 
read ſuch authors as can impart a true and juſt account, Amongſt 
others I have read in the writings of a Noble Lord who is alſo 
a Member of this Houſe (Lord Sheffield), that our exports 
have increaſed from 1,100,000 to 1,500,000. If any com- 
plaints be made, it is becauſe the increaſe of our exports is ſo 
often mentioned when it is not applicable. Our commerce is 
at preſent perilous, and a great degree of diſſidence prevails. 
The price of inſurance tothe Mediterranean is at the enor- 
mous rate of thirty, and fifteen only is remitted on return of 
convoy. To Portugal the rate of inſurance is twenty, with 
the return of ten, and to the nearer ports in the ſame exor- 
bitant proportion.“ e CCC 
Under theſe circumſlances, Mr. Fox confeſſed he was ap- 
pPrchenſive that the compariſon ought not to be made with a 
former war in the decreaſe of; their exports 3 but compare 
the increaſe of the exports in the preſent year with the in- 
creaſe of the inſurance, and then, inſtead of 14 to 11, we 
| ſhould find it as 14 to 7. He conceived it improper to apply 
the increaſe of -exports unleſs where applicable; for while we 
ſuffered the loſs of fo many captures, and ſuch a heavy in- 
ſurance, the advantages. we pretended to derive from it were 
greatly overbalanced. | ; . 

The Right Hon. Gentleman tad ſaid much upon the bleſſ- 
ings of a ſecure and permanent peace. He agreed with him 
in wiſhing for ſuch bleſſings, but how far we ſhould continue 
the proſecution of this diſaſtrous, calamitous, and impohtic 


: 


- - 3 Y 7 0 5 — 1 
. 4 - — e 1 * I< 
- * 2 . 5 £ CIFIC AZ . —— a 1 
ce 1 — ä - ry TIS; c a 7 IE — — : 2 
* : 4B — 2 - te --- . 83 — + MS. 

— > — pd nine = — n 2 . PR? — 8 oo 9 Fe 
4s WW r —.— 9 he — ez 7 bt 3 Dy RS —— — — (4Y —— «6 
_ — SEES TG nn AE Fed eo Er oe Ani ves RSS, — 2 rea * : 2 AIRS 

\ o 
. : — 2 8 
— + — ot ds ORR 8 * cy * 2 OY "EE. — « 8 " 8 — 1 => > 2 © aa 
8 2 - hol rats © re res Y i net red ets — —— 4 — 3 — EY ISS * ie 
I” 9 n NS bh "ES need — CC IE > 5. 2 n 


— 
5 
IT 


m . ö 
REES EIS T 2 + EG mn, 5 _y _ — 
222 . —— —˙ . ̃²— . . . 
lo as __ 7 EEE NEEDY S 3 7 — 5 3 — as x 2 —5 
. rag 5 e -_ A EN — —— 8 
— . - 
LO. 


EEE 


— 
— 


RENE 


. N D — — 1 — + 
2 32 


is  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Connons, 
War, as the only means of procuring ſuch bleſſings, was a 
| queſtion of great importance, and one to which the moſt grave 

attention of the Houſe muſt ſoon be called. If we continued 

this war, at an expence of ſixteen or ſeventeen millions an- 

nually, and taxes in proportion, it would be a queſtion how 

much we ſhould have to add tothe amount of the enormous 

burdens to be impoſed. on the people of this country by the 
proceettings of that day. It would then be neceſſary to con- 

- fider how far the people would really be able to bear ſuch 
burdens. He would aſk the Right Hon. Gentleman if he 
could look with confidence to ſuch an event. He knew, as 

well as the miniſter, we had great-reſources, but it was im- 
poſfible for us not to ſee we are getting within ſight of the 
end of our reſources. Whether two or three years more con- 
tinuance'of this war would be too much for the people of this 
country to bear, he could not tell. Poſſibly if that was made 
2 queſtion, he might vote with the moſt ſanguine upon tha: 
ſubject: But that we ſhould ſoon afterwards be in a ſtate of 
ruin, no man, he thought, could poſſibly doubt. He therefore 
thought that when that Houſe was voting ſo many millions of 

pounds for the ſervice of the preſent year, we ought to look at 
the probability of our being able not only to continue that 
ſam annually, but alſo to add a much larger ſum. He would 
venture to aſſert, that, large as the ſum propoſed that night to 
be voted was, that Which would be wanted for the following 
year would be much larger, and when we came to conſider the 
ſyſtem on which this war was to be proſecuted, and that we 
were to contend” for the eſtabliſhment of a form of govern- 
ment in Francey that man muſt be ſanguine indeed, who ex- 
pected that Houfe to vote, or the people to be able to pay, the 
expenee which would attend that conteſt. Care ſhould be 
taken that the Houſe of Commons ſhould not vote what the 
people were unable to grant. In this view the buſineſs of the 
day was moſt: ſerious; and the Right Hon. Gentleman, in re- 
flecłing on it, would do well to confider the danger into which 
his preſent ſyſtem of proſecuting the war muſt inevitably lead 
this country; for we might ſoon, with all our proſperity and 
happineſs, be placed in a ſituation in which all the prudence 
in this world would not be ſufficient to prevent our entire 
ruin. | | 
_ We were at preſent in a ſituation which muſt be provided 
for as amply as poſſible, and therefore he could not object to 
the propoſitions before the Committee; but he thought the 
proceedings of that day ought to lead every man in that Houſe, 
and every reflecting man in this country, to conſider moſt ſe- wy 

riouſſy the calamitous condition in which we were, and * 
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viſe every means in his power to produce a ſpeedy peace, to 
do every thing that could fairly be done to prevent the con- 

ducting of this war on our preſent moſt raſh and mad ſyſtem 
of continental alliance. Theſe were the obſervations which 
he thought it his duty to make. The fituation of the country 
was ach, that taxes, however ſeverely felt, and ſevere indeed  _ 
they were, mult be ſubmitted to; but he could not help repeat- EY 
ing, that although he did not oppoſe them, the Emperor's loan 
was made upon terms which, for the preſent, appeared to be 
againſt the Emperor, but the reſult, he verily believed, would 
be, that our own burdens would at a future time fall with ten- 

fold weight upon us. Haying ſaid this, and having already in- 
timated that he ſhould not oppoſe the propoſitions of the mi- 
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5 niſter that night, but reſerve what he had to ſtate on the ſub- js 
ject of the Imperial loan, till the diſcuſſion ſhould come re- i 
gularly before the Houſe, he ſaid, he had nothing further to bi 


| add upon the ſubject for the preſent. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that having. already 
_ troubled the Houſe at ſo much length, he ſhould A0 5g him 
ſelf to the explanation of one or two points. The ſubject of 

the Auſtrian loan was not fairly before the Houſe; it was how= 
ever clearly underſtood that every ſubſcriber to our loan was 
conditionally to ſubſcribe to it. The Right Hon. Gentleman 
had faid, that he had not ſtated from what the bonus of the 
| ſubſcribers was to ariſe. It was to ariſe from the Auſtrian loan, 
if it took place. He had not conſidered it as the proper time 
to diſcuſs the terms of the loan, till theſe were formally brought 
before the Houſe by an intimation from his Majeſty. A1 
had, however, no objection to mention the terms, for the ſa- 
tisfaction of the Right Hon. Gentleman: For every 100l. ad- 
vanced, the ſubſcriber was to have five ſixths in the 3 per 
cents. and an annuity of 51. for 25 years. When intereſt wat 
at five per cent. an annuity for 25 years was valued at fourteer 
years purchaſe; it might ſell for thirteen years purchaſe, an“ 
in the preſent inſtance was therefore only rated at ten.—The 
ſubſcribers to the loan. to the Emperor had, upon the whole, 
the advantage of about 6 per cent., and it would remain for 
the Right * 75 Gentleman to try, whether upon his own cal 
culations, he could perſuade them to advance the ſum at 3. 
The circumſtance of borrowing twenty-four millions made 
the terms much worſe to the country than if we had only bor- 
rowed eighteen. Ir was fair, therefore, that we thould fo, ar- 
range the terms of the reſpeCtive loans as might ſecure to 
. ourſelves a compenſation for the difadvantage we ſuſtained. 
The obſervations of the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) 
reſpecting the additional duties upon teas and wines, were not 
. 8 e 7 e founded, 
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founded, as, on a more deliberate view, it would be found, 
that the poor would get teas cheaper and better, and that wines 
would be obtained more pure, and leſs adulterated than 
ever. 
3. Huſey obſerved, that the 4s: beds upon the Auſtrian 
loan was all the ſubſcribers had to expect. He undertook to 
point out by what means, if the loan were now open and 
far bargain could be made, the ſum of 3,000,000]. might be 
- ſaved. | 
5 The plan propoſed by the Right Hon. Gentleman he un- 
derſtood was to diſpofe of 450, ol. annually for the ſix mil- 
lions of the loan, bearing inreſt at 75 per cent. If the in- 
tereſt were accounted for in navy. bills, according to the ſtock 
which is. fold at a premium of 108, with the intereſt of 5 
per cent. the premium of the 6, ,o. would amount to 
480, oool.; the intereſt would then be 300,000!. a year total, 
the 5 per cent. and 24, ol. upon the 81. premium, making in 
all but a ſum of 324, oool.; deduct that from 450,000!. and you 
have a remaining ſum of 126 Oool, which railes a capital for 
the refunding of the debt, by ſo much the leſs as the intereſt 
is reduced. How ſhall this be applied? By making a fund of 
125,000]. annually, which in N ſive years will redeem the 
debt. A capital of 5, O00, ooo0l. in the 3 per cents. unredeem- 
ed with intereſt, may be thus raifed, and the whole debt will 
be paid off. 
| Look at it in another point of view. An annuity of twenty- 
five years is worth fourteen years purchaſe. The intereſt of 
6,000,000. therefore, at 5 per cent. thus multiplied, will 
amount to 4,200,0001l; 

Every way, therefore, 3 ,000,0001, may be nd for which, 
as the bargain now ſtands, muſt be paid the compound intereſt 
of 5 per cent. 'Thus the ſtipulator ſets out with an evident 

* lofs, beſides the douceur of intereſt in May, Which 18 ſtated 
at 320,000), and 300,000!. for agency. 

Let me not be anſwered, ſaid Mr. Huſſey, by a 1158 ſpeech, 
but by ſimple calculation. The annual profit of 126, o00l. 

upon my plan, would, in the courſe of twenty- ſive years an- 
nihilate the whole debt. I call upon the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man to deny it if he can, and if this be ſo, I cannot but con- 
ſider the loan to the Emperor as a bankrupt bargain. 

Mr. Fox ſaid that he did not ſee why the Emperor ſhould 
not make as good a bargain as this country, becauſe, as we were 
joint ſecurity for the payment, we ultimately might be re- 
ſponſible for the ſum advanced in the loan. There was one 
queſtion which he wiſhed to put to the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man, how far he was er engaged with the tubſcribers to the _ 

n 
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and whether he was at liberty to give them the four ſhillings, 
as a fair equivalent, if the preſent terms upon which a loan was 


propoſed to the Emperor, ſhould not be agreed upon? mL 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid that he had no dif- 
ficulty in ſaying that he was not at liberty, without the con- 


ſent of the parties, to agree to any other terms, except thoſe 


which had originally been propoſed. If, indeed, either the ne- 
gotiation ſhould not take place, or Parliament ſhould not chuſe 


to ratify the loan, then the ſubſcribers were bound to accept 
of the four ſhillings ; otherwiſe they had a right to the fulfil- 


ment of the bargain with reſpeC to the loan to the Emperor. 
It was, he faid, a curious argument to ſay, that we ought to 
have made the ſame terms for the Emperor as for ourſelves, 
when the conſequence would have been, that by lowering the 


terms of the Emperor's loan, we muſt have raiſed thoſe of out 


own; fo that certain increaſe of burdens would have been 
made with reſpe& to three-fourths of the loan, in order to 


ſecure a poſſible advantage in one-fourth, which might 


eventually fall on us. He contended, that the calculations of 
Mr, Fox, as to the ſaving, and of Mr. Huſſey, through the 
whole of his argument, were erroneous, becauſe they had not 
confidered the diſcount, nor examined into the length of time 
their plan would take, and the value of an annuity of ſuch a 
period, which he conceived to be the only fair method of 
compariſon; and though Mr. Huſſey had twice aſferted that 


the preſent was a bankrupt bargain, he had never attempted to 


prove his afſertion. - | | 
Mr. Fox aſked why miniſters were bound to theſe terms, 


but becauſe they were of much more advantage to the ſub- 


{cribers than other terms that could have been procured upon 
a principle of fair competition. When he ſaid that the loan 
would eventually fall upon this country, he ſtated not onl 
his own opinion, but what appeared to be the opinion of all 
the monied men, ſince the Emperor had laſt year ſolicited a 
Joan upon the ſame terms on which it was now propoſed to 
be guaranteed by the country, but had found none who were 
_ diſpoſed to truſt him. He ſupported the argument of his Hon. 
Friend (Mr, Huſſey), and maintained that he was right in his 
afſertion, that an annuity of 450,000]. regularly paid by the 
Bank of England would annihilate the debt of ſix millions ad- 
vanced to the Emperor within five and twenty years. 5 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that the monied 
men having refuſed to lend the money without the guarantee 


of Parliament, was by no means a conclufive argument that 


they expected the payment would ultimately fall upon this 
SLE I 3} country. 
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country. It only went to ſhew that they thought there was a 
_ riſk in the buſineſs, and that they wiſhed to have the beſt poſ- 
ſible ſecurity, but did not go the length to which the 
_ Gentleman for his own purpoſe in argument extend- 
ed it. | | | | | | | 
A ſhort converſation took place, acroſs the table, between 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Fox, Mr. Huſſey, and 
5 Mr. Smith. ä | * | 5 2 
Mr. Buxton ſaid, he did not with to go into the matter of 
the Auſtrian loan at preſent, and would therefore content him- 
ſelf with an obſervation or two, on what had fallen from 
Members with regard to ſome of the taxes. For his own part, 
he could have withed that the tax on hair- powder were made 


a perpetual tax. Some years ago a conſiderable quantity of | 


wheat was exported from this country which brought a pro- 

portionate quantity. of riches into it; for many years this 
practice had failed, to the great injury of the landholders and 
farmers. As it. was afferted, and with great appearance of 
truth, that immenſe quantities of wheat were conſumed in 
hair-powder, he wiſhed that the licence might be made ſuch 
as to amount to a prohibition of wearing it; if by that means 
the export of wheat might again take place, or a ſcareity at 
home be avoided. 5% Og ee C 

With reſpect to the meaſure of regulating the franking 
of letters, he approved of it very much; but he thought it 
, would reflect infinitely higher honour on that Houſe, and give 


far more extenſive ſatisfaction to the people at large, if the 


practice was altogether aboliſhed. An Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Fox) had taken particular notice of the great diſtreſs. brought 
on the manufacturers of Norwich, by the war. He believed 
the diſtreſs of theſe. miſerable people was as great as it was re- 
re ee to be, but he did not think it was by any means to 
be wholly imputed to the war; the manufactures of that place 
had been greatly injured before the war, owing to having 
fallen into diſuſe by the 5 of this country: The Man- 
cheſter manufactures had obtained a preference, which had 
materially injured thoſe of Norwich; he.thought the Edict of 
the Empreſs of Ruſha had done them more injury than all 
the reſt. JJ. 8 
Sir Francis Baring expreſſed his alarm at the magnitude of 
the ſum to be raiſed in proportion to what had been ſtated to 
be the whole amount of the export trade of the country, 
and was of opinion that the high duty upon teas and 
Tpirits would have a tendency to revive the practice of ſmug- 


-- 
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Mr. M. Robinſon ſaid, that he ſaw no reaſoh why we fhould 
give to the Emperor a loan of fix millions, if we had en 
to think that he would be ſatisfied with four. | 
The other refalutions 1 were then read and 1 to. 
* 


Bp 


5 HOUSE OF COMMONS. „ 
Tus DAx, Feb. 24. ; 


Mr. Eaft more for leave to bring in a Bill to prevent the 
remand of poor perſons, before they became actually charge- 
able, which, after a few words from Sir William Young and 
Mr. Jolliffe, was granted. 

Mr. Wallace moved that Sir Edward Knatchbull be added 
to the Committee, appointed to examine into the eigneten of 
a petition from Carliſle. 

Mr. Fox obſerved, that he had no objection to the name of 
the worthy Baronet being added to the Committee; but 
thought the motion might as well be deferred until the Gen- 
tlemen who took the part of preſenting and wy the pe- 
tition, appeared in the Houſe. 

Colonel Maitland was of the ſame opinion. 

Mr. Wallace ſaid a few words in favour of the motion, - 
which was put and carried, 

Colonel Maitland then moved, that Mr. Lambton be added 
to the fame Committee. Ordered. 

Mr. Wallace was about to propoſe to add another Member 
to the Committee. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he believed he ſhould 
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Ways and Means. : 

The reſolutions being read, 

Mr. Fox entered into calculations on the ſubje& of the 

| Auſtrian loan, and maintained by ſeveral arguments that the 
concluſions of the miniſter were erroneons in many inſtances 

on this ſubject. Mr. Fox withed to know what was the pro- 
duce of the confolidated fund laſt year, and what it Was ſtated 
to be this year. 

The Cbancello. of the Emncheqner ſtated, that the average 
growing produce of the confolidated fund for the four laſt 
years was 2: 235,000h. He ſaid, he had A particulatly confidered. 

„ Bb2 the 


5 + 0 | 
fave ſome time to the Houſe; he moved that all have voices 1 
who attend the ſaid Committee. Ordered. | 128" 
Mr. Hobart brought up the * of the Committee of 1 
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the objection made to the terms of the loan to the Emperor 
on the preceding night, and found, from moſt accurate cal- 
culations, that ſo far from there being 3,000,000]. loſt to the 
country by that bargain, the difference amounted to no more 
than 165,000]. It had been ſtated by an Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Huſſey) that the annual dividend on the Imperial loan 
was 45, oool., that the holders of navy bills had conſented 
to receive 1081. in 5 per cent. ſtock for every 1001. navy bills, 

the intereſt of which would only amount to 5 two-fifths per 
cent., whereas the Auſtrian annual dividend amounted to 7 
one-half per cent. The Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that on 


z juſt calculation, it would be found that the ſum of 6,000,000]. 


could thereby be had for 324,000l. per annum, by which there 
would be a ſaving of 126,000l. annual balance in favour of 
this country. The Hon. Gentleman alſo ſtated, that ſuch 
annual balance increafing with compound intereſt, would 
amount, at the end of 25 years, to 3,000,000]. To ſuch com- 

utation the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he had no ob- 
jection ; but to that computed gain he would oppoſe the bonus 
of 48. on the long annuities, ſaved in the Britiſh loan, which 
-amounted to 36,000l. annually, a ſum in preſent_ ſaving of 
720, ol. A million (continued the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer), at the 25 years, would be in preſent value (taking in 


the calculation of compound intereſt), no more than 295,000l.; 


ſo that this boaſted ſum of 3,000,000. was in fact no more in 
eſſential value at this day than 885,000]. from which, if there 
be deducted the value of the b:nus, 7 20, oool. the advantage to 
be derived from the adoption of that Hon. Gentleman's (Mr. 
Huſſey) plan would amount only to the ſum of-165,0001. 
Mr. eee ſome of the objections he made on a for- 
| _ night, and ſupported the propriety of Mr, Huſſey's ob- 
zeations. | VCF 
Mr. Huſſey was convinced, that the ſtatements he had made 
on a former night were juſt, He ſaid, that the bonus of 48. on 
the long annuities in the Britiſh loan was not in value 420,000). 
He ſtated the annuities as worth' no more than 19 years pur- 
chaſe, which muſt neceſſarily reduce the value of the bonus to 
684,0001. 3 and {till contended, that on a juſt calculation the 
miniſter had loſt to the country 1,200,0001, by an improper 
„„ f pn Tee: rep ju 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that he would defer any further obſervations 
until the loan was propoſed.  __ ee 
Several of the reſolutions were then read a ſecond time, 


and agreed to.— On reading chat which impoſes a duty on fo- 


reign timber, 


4 
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Mr. Afourt ſtated ſome objections to this tax. He ſaid, * 
that a great number” indeed of houſes in the metropolis, and 
n in Mary-le-bone, now remained unfiniſned on ac- 
count of the late tax which had been laid upon this very ar- 
ticle, that expence having deprived the builders of the means 
of finiſhing them. He ſaid there were whole ſtreets in that 
ſituation, and he had too much reaſon to fear that if this tax 
was perſiſted in, and no relief of any kind afforded to theſe per 
ſons, the Houſes would remain without roofs, and would ſoon 
bein 8 FFF 
Mr. William Smith ſaid, that if the buildings were 
ſtopped, there would be more lott by the deficiency of duty 
on bricks than would be gained by the increaſed duty on 
tim ĩðĩ;i““Q Al vt for Þ 
Mr. Fox ſaid he knew many houſes that were in that ſitua- 
tion; many more might be ſo, of which he knew nothing; 
but he knew enough to ſay that this was a matter of very fe- 
rious conſideration, and ought to be attended to before the 


Houſe ſhould paſs the Bill upon this reſolution. ©» 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that from all the in- 
formation he had upon the ſubject, he had no reaſon to ap- 
prehend that there was any hardſhip to any great extent felt 
by the perſons alluded to; nor did he apprehend there would 

be ſuch in conſequence of the tax now propoſed. However, 


| he ſaid, he ſhould be glad to receive further information upon 


that ſubject in the different ſtages of the Bill. : 
Lord Sheffield apprehended very great danger from carrying 
this duty upon foreign timber into a law, for he underſtood 
the duty which had been impoſed upon that article already, 
had induced many to make uſe of oak inſtead of the timber 
thus taxed; if they had done ſo already, how much more likely 
were they to do it after a new tax ſhould be impoſed? This 
might prove very injurious to the navy. N 
The reſolution was then read and agreed to. | +; 
On reading the reſolution for impoſing a duty on inſurance _ 
on lives, and on ſhips, &c. ee | 
Mr. Fox ſaid he feared there was too much reaſon to ap- 
prehend that this duty would be evaded. - Many of theſe 
tranſactions were liable to be evaded. Inſurances, he believ- 
ed, had been ſome time paid by one party to another, together 
with the duty, and yet Government had never received that 
duty. He mentioned this merely to put the miniſter upon his 
guard, and that all poſſible precaution might be taken in the 
_ framing . Ef eg 1 RE CSH ; 
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reſolution, and recommended an alteration of y 
Type Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid a few words in defence 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed, that it was right to 
be as guarded as poſſible upon this ſubject; for he had reaſon 
to believe, that frauds had been practiſed; and he ſhould fee] 
himſelf indebted to any Gentleman who ſhould give him any 
hints upon this buſineſs. It might be impoſſible totally to avoid 
fraud; but, he hoped, the Bill would be as well framed as poſ- 
fible for that purpoſe. _ | CL Rl 

Mr. Thornton thought there was much . IN this 
. 


of the reſolution, and obſerved, that there would be an op- 
portunity of diſcuſſing the matter, on the introduction of the 


Bill. The reſolution was then agreed to. 


On reading the reſolution for the regulation of franking, 
Mr. Folliffe ſaid a few words on what he thought the in- 


convenience this reſolution would create. He thought the 

plan a bad one, and in ſome parts of it perhaps impracticable. 
r. Jolliffe conſidered it a hardſhip that if Gentlemen went 

to the country for a few days, the letters delivered at their 


town reſidence during their abſence ſhould be liable to 
poſtage. „ 5 5 
- The Chancellor of the Exchequer did not think it a ſeverity 
much to be lamented, if Gentlemen were indulging for three 
days in the country, that they ſhould pay the common price of 
poſtage. „ e 
Sir W. Young oppoſed the reſolution, as the whole amount 
of the franking account, which was regularly kept at the Polt- 
office, was only 60,000l. _ 8 gn” 
A ſhort debate took place, in the courſe of which ſome ſug- 
geſt ions of amendment were given. | = 
Lord Sheffield was decidedly againſt the whole of the reſo- 
Jution. The only privilege almoſt that a Member of that 
Houſe had left was that of franking; and he maintained, 
that a perſon who had ſix or ſeven thouſand conſtituents ought 
not to be limited as to the number of letters which he ſhould 
write to, or receive from ſuch, free of poſtage, becauſe there 
was no defining the number with whom they might have oc- 
caſion to correſpond upon public buſineſs: Under ſuch con- 
- mn he ſhould oppoſe this duty and regulation in every 
ſage. | 5 | Es 
The Houſe divided | 
5 For the reſolution = ww» 409 
Againſt it e . : 
A converſation of confiderable length then took place on 
the various modes ſuggeſted by different Members for the al- 
33 8 = teration 


— 


* 
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 teration of the plan now propoſed by the miniſter for the re- 


gulation of franking, which the Speaker terminated yp de- 
claring it to be irregular. 


Mr. R. Smith moved an amendment to the 8 in- 
ſtead of allowing one ineloſure to each cover, there ſhould be 


two allowed. 


This was ſupported by Mr. Thornton, and others; upon 


which a ſhort debate aroſe. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer oppoſed the amendment, as 
| being contrary to the very principle on which the Committee 
voted the reſolution, namely, that bills of exchange, and 


other inſtruments, ſhould not, to the ſame extent as for- 
merly, be allowed to pals ö the N without 


oſtage. 0 
The Houſe divided: | | 
For the amendment „ 5 — 
Asguinſt it | | 


5 1 "William Young gave notice * on ho 34 of March 
next; he ſhould move for the ſecond reading of a Bill for giving 
relief to poor perſons at their own homes. © 

The Hor 


ation the Report of a Bill for raiſing out of different coun- 


ties, a number of men, in proportion to the inhabited houſes, - 
for the better manning the 8 &c. Several amendments 


were agreed to. 

Mr. Cawthorne propoſed a clauſe, the purport of which 
was, that every perſon keeping three male ſervants ſhould 
find one man for the navy, or pay a fine. Every per- 


ſon keeping hye male ſervants to find two men, or pay a 


fine, &e. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer oproſech the clauſe, and the 
_ Houſe refuſed-leave to bring it up. | 
The Bill, with the amendments, was ordered to be Des, 
and read a third time on Farin, if then ingroſſed. 
N to Thurſday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, Feb. 25. 


GENERAL FAST. 


As mobs o'clock their Lordſhips, preceded by the Lord 
Chanceltor and the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, went in pro- 


eeſſion to Weſtminſter Abbey, where a ſermon was preached 


by 


uſe then reer to take into farts conſider- 
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by the Lord Biſhop of Briſtol; from. the ou . of Daniel, 
th and roth verſes: | 


4 I's the Lord our God belong 1 mercies and 1 forgivenſes, though we have 
rebelled againſt him, 

Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lotd our God, to walk | in is 
ways, which he ſt before us by his ſervants the, Prophets. N 


His Lordſhip proceeded to ſtate the general uſe of 1 
ſacrifice, and the neceſſity of public humiliation in times of dan- 
ger, when the greatneſs of national ſin threatens national ruin. 
He then adverted to the fall of empires, and ſaid that the de- 
nunciations and prognoſtications of ſcripture may be applied, 
in truth, to all ſtates in luxury. Upon which he ſeemed. to 
allude to the alarming predictions of Mr. Brothers, and en- 
deavoured to do away any impreſſion which they might have 
made on the public mind. He ſeemed to think, that by hum- 


| bling ourſelves, the danger of the day may be averted; and 


that by unremitted and undaunted exertions, our enemies (the 
French, whom he pronounced apoſtates and atheiſts, and in- 
ſtruments in the hands of God to puniſh Europe) muſt be at 


laſt overpowered. His Lordſlip lamented the vanity in phi- 


loſophy, and infidelity in religion of the preſent a e; and ex- 


horted to a love of old eſtabliſned uſages, as the means of 
cruſhing internal ſedition, and external innovation. He then, 


by way of epiſode, complimented the watchfulneſs of the Ex- 
ecutive Government, in continuing their exertions and wiſe 
policy, to prevent anarchy and treaſon; treaſon which, he ſaid, 


meditated to deſtroy our happy conſtitution, which has been 


anticipated in the theories of old philoſophers, and emulated 


in the meaſures of modern legiſlators in other countries. His 
Lordſhip concluded by recommending” this conſtitution as 
facred in all its branches, civil and religious; branches which, 
he ſaid, cannot exiſt ſeparately, which muſt flouriſh and fall to- 


gether; and which (if he was underſtood W 1 ſeemed | 
to think could not live for ever. 


HOUSE A . LORDS. 


TIA RSD Ax, Fob. 26. 


TRIAL OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. + 
The Order of the Day having been read, Lird Thurlow 


roſe and ſaid, he would ſtate the grounds on which he meant 
to bring forward 25 motion, ite was big intention to conclude | 


with 
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with as ſhortly as poſſible, his voice not being in a condition to 
render it very defireabte to their Lordſhips to liſten to him for 


any length of time, even if it were convenient for himſelf. 


But future opportunities would ſufficiently preſent them 


ſelves for all neceſſary diſcuſſion. His Lordihip ſpoke of the 
voluminous fize to which the evidence and proceedings had 
ſwelled, and ſaid, if their Lordſhips would take the trouble 
to go through it, they would find that to four-fifths of the al- 
legations brought forward by the Commons they had produced 
no. evidence, whatever; of thoſe four-fifths, therefore, their 
Lordſhips would neceſſarily find it incumbent on them to ac- 
quit the defendant; to the remaining fifth of the charges the 
Commons maintained, that they had adduced proof ſuthcient 
to eſtabliſh the facts criminally alleged. When the volumi- 


nous evidence was examined, their Lordſhips would find that 
in the progreſs of it, it. branched. out into a great variety of 
ramifications, each ramification extending to ſome new crime 
not ſpecifically ſtated in the original charge, although it might 


poſſibly be contended that it was comprehended under its ge- 
neral extent and meaning. This circumſtance certainly created 


a peculiar. degree of difficulty, inſomuch, that were a ſingle 
J udge called upon to decide on the impeachment; he would find 
it actually impoſſible to paſs a judgment by a verdict of Guilty - 


or Net Guilty. An individual Judge would, no doubt, hold it 
his duty to trace the evidence through all the diviſions of each 
ramification of the charge, to apply it correctly to each pars» 
ticular fact, pointing out where it amounted to proof of guilt 
or innocence, and to inſtruct a jury how it ought to be receiy- 
ed, and where it was inadmiſſible; but even after all his pains, 
he much doubted whether a ſingle Judge could decide the caſe 
by two ge that of guilty of ſuch and ſuch facts, and 
innocent of others, with ſafety to his own conſcience, and 


juſtice to the defendant. If therefore this n would 


t 
ariſe to a ſingle Judge, the difficulty would ,neceflarily be 
multiplied, where fifty judges were to act both as F 296 
jurors, and were called upon to decide on fifty diſtinct facts 

Where, as in the preſent inſtance, there were numerous 


judges to decide, moſt of them not converſant with the ſtrict 


rules and farms of judicial proceedings, and where they were 
to diſcuſs charges looſely 3 and not correctly put into 
legal form, — the common ſenſe of the caſe, and the 
common conſent of the judges as to the eſtabliſhment or 


failure of eſtabliſhment, by adequate and applicable proof, of 
the facts criminally, alleged, would, after due deliberation on 


| the whole of the proceedings and the whole of the evidence, 
OS Oe "WR | 


1 N Fn 


form 
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form that fort of decifion' me ſt conſonant to the principles of 
ſubſtantial juſtice. In hit Fee the buſineſs, it was na- 
tural for their Lordſtips“ to iſtr for ſome guide or other to 
direct their future procke dings, and te only guide they could 
look to, were fuch precedents as eguld be traced; and ferved to 


n 
* 


ſhew what line of conduct the Houſe had purſued previous 
to their paſſing judgment on former trials dem. 
The precedents, Lord Thurlow ſaid, could only be traced in 
two ways, viz. by reference to the rolls of Parliament, and by 
reference to the Journals of that Houſe. The diſtinction be- 
tween theſe-two authorities was this: The one (the rolls of 
Parliament) were made up by order of the*Crown, as was beſt 
found to ſuit the nature of the particular caſe; and the other 
(their Lordſhips Journals) were compiled from the daily occur- 
rences of the Houſe, by the Clerk of the Parliament. 
The Report of the Committee appointed by their Lordſhips 


was conſtituted of ſuch materials as the two different de- 


ſcriptions of precedents to which he had juſt referred, had 
furniſhed; and he confeſſed, he had read that Report without 
much edification, the precedents to be found on the rolls of 
Parliament being in general very looſely and unſatisfactoril 
ſtated, and thoſe to be met with in the journals of the Mole 
not always with ſufficient aecuracy and correctneſs. He did 
not mean therefore to queſtion the induſtry or attention of 
their Lordſhips Committee,-but imputed the defeCts obvious 
in the Report, to the imperfect materials within the reach of 
thoſe of whoſe labours it was the reſult. + Enough however 
was to be collected from the Report, ſuch as it was, to throw 
ſome light on the particular point that muſt have occurred to 
every Noble Lord, as calling for the deciſion of the Houſe, 
before they proceeded further, via. Whether it would be moſt 
expedient and conſiſtent with ſubſtantial juſtice to decide by 
queſtion on each ſpecific charge one by one ſeparately, or to 
decide upon the whole of the charges, by a general judgment 
„ ß EAT BOY og ge 
The firſt caſe ſtated in the Report, of which he thought it 
neceſſary to take notice, his Lordſhip ſaid, was that of William 
de la Poole, Earl of Suffolk, impeached by the Commons in 
the 10th of Richard IL 1436, which was ſo worded on the 
rolls of Parliament, that although the charges were ſeven, it 
did not appear by the judgment how the queſtion was put, but 
one would think it had been put ſeparately, from the reaſons 
delivered by the Lords, which were diſtin, and applied diſ- 
tinctly to each article of charge: In the caſe of the Earl of 
Middleſex, which occurred in 1624, the heads of the matters 
With which he was charged were five, and there Ines 


m 


* 
* 


\ 


- + 


dena, WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY Aarons. 195 | 
General read the ſeveral charges ſeparately, and a queſtion was 
put upon each, and the Lords found the Earl guilty of ſome 
change s not of others. In the caſe of Dr. Sacheverell, 


were ſeveral articles, which occaſioned a good deal 


4 ; 4 


170, th 


of debate and diſcuſſion in the Houſe, when the Lords had 
the judgment under their conſideration ; but they ultimately 
reſolved, before they proceeded to Weſtminſter Hall, that the 
judgment ſhould be taken by one queſtion only. In the Earl 


of Macclesfield's caſe, 1725, the Lords found him guilty of the 
im by the 


high crimes and miſdemeanours charged upon 
imp 


eachment of the Houſe of Commons, upon one queſtion. ' 
aving ſtated the different modes of the proceedings, which 


thefe precedents proved to have obtained previous to giving. 


judgment, his Lordſhip, pointed out the diſtinctions that muf 
neceſſarily ſtrike the Houſe as proper to be adverted to, in de- 
cicding upon any matter of allegation in the charges, between 


the fact and the point of law ariſing from that fact. In 


various inſtances it might appear that the fact alleged Was ſuf- 
ficiently eſtabliſhed and proved by the evidence, and it would 


yet remain a queſtion whether, in point of law, the fact ſo 


proved amounted to a crime or not. As the whole effect of 


the impeachment would depend on that conſideration, the 
queſtion was, in what manner it would be moſt adviſeable to 


proceed, ſo as to keep the diſtinction between the law and the 
fact clear, and to come to ſuch a deciſion upon each charge as 


ſhould be comprehenſible and ſatisfactory to every one of their 


Lordſhiß ese 


- S 4 


The precedents contained in the Report of their Lordſhips 


Committee ſhewed, that the Lords had at different times de- 
bated and aſſented to queſtions in that Houle, as their chamber 
of Parliament, upon particular parts of the cafe, and yet agreed 

finally to pronounce a general judgment in Weſtminſter Hall. 
Having animadverted upon theſe and a variety of other re- 
lative conſiderations, his Lordſhip ſuggeſted the propriety of 

the Houſe reſolving itſelf into a Committee, in ↄrder to take 
the matter fully into their deliberate confideration., He then 


ſpoke of the particular form in which Committees had at dif- 


ferent times ſtated the queſtions which they ſubmitted to the 
Houſe, and called upon them to decide. In ſome caſes, his 
| Lordſhip ſaid, the Committees had ſo framed their queſtions, 
that they left the Houſe only to affirm or to deny the propo- 
ſition ſtated. _ In others; the queſtions were ſo drawn and ex- 
preſſed as to leave the diſcretion of the Houſe its free and 
full ſcope, to alter, amend, and change them, ſo as to render 
them more convenient, and better capable of falling in with 
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 diffentiente. | e e 
Tord Thurlow then ſaid, he was ready to agree to any day 


enough, for the ſermon which he 
yeſterday at St. Margaret's Church. 


conſideration the petition of the electors of 
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vheir own opinions and ſenſe of what the juſtice of the caſe 


n the preſent caſe, which comprehended a variety of alle- 


gations of facts ſtated to be crimes, he would not preſume or 
attempt to anticipate ny opinions that might or might not be 


in the contemplation of their Lordfhips upon either of the 


facts fo alleged: He would content himfelf with barely moving, 


That the proceedings and evidence on the trial of the im- 
peachment of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. be referred to the con- 


fideration of- a Committee of the whole Houſe.”  * 


This motion, his Lordfhip faid, he had brought forward, with 
a view. of leaving the whole of the fubje& of the charges 


contained in the articles of impeachment, as much at large as 
poſſible, and without interpofing any one word, that might 


tend to circumſcribe or narrow the full and free exerciſe of 
their Lordſhips judgments, individually or collectively, in any 


degree whatſoever. i | yy 
The queſtion was put, and the motion was agreed to nemine 


* 


for the Committee to fit, that it might ſuit the wiſh or the con- 


venience of any Noble Lord to name. If there was no ob- 


jeckion, he ſhould name Monday next.—Agrecd to. 


THURSDAY, Feb. 26. 


© © Mr. Foft brought in a Bill to prevent the removal of poor 


perſons until they become actually chargeable. It was read a 
firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time the next day. 
The thanks of the Houſe were voted to the Rev. Mr. Good- 

preached before the Houſe 


A new writ was iſſued for Minehead, in the room of 


| Viſcount Parker, now Earl of Macclesfield. | 


Mr. Fox moved that the order of the day for taking into 
| Weſtminſter upon 
the right of election, be deferred to the 12th of March next.— 
Odette. / et © creo 
The Bill for more effectually ſupplying the navy with men 
in proportion to the tonnage of ſhips, was ordered to be re- 
„„ „% ot ne en Cs” 


* 


SHIP- 
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 SHIP-OWNERS BILL. © N 
Mr Curwes ſaid, that time ought to be given 005 proper Z 


returns to be made, and information collected from the ſhip- 


owners, before che Houſe. ecu ne 1 ſubject of he | 


Bill. 
| The Ge the Rogue was of inte, that, from; 
the exigency and preſſure of the times, the Bill ſhould be ex- 


pedited if poſſible through all its ſtages.. 
Mr. Curwen obſerved, that ſufficient information as: modi 


operation of the Bill had not yet been received from the 
diſtant ſea-ports of the kingdom; that a few. days more were 
5 for this purpoſe, and that until chen it ought to be 


ayed, . 
44 Chancellor of the e aſſuted che Hon. Genese 


(Mr. Curwen) chat wow printed copies of the Bill had been 


ſent on Saturday laſt to the different —— of the kingdom 3 he, 
however, was perfectly diſpoſed, if any Gentleman could 
prove that any of theſe ports were not ſupplied with ſufficient 
information as to the principles of the tas, to put it _— fewer 


days! i445 
| 3 (of Norfolk) argued for the propriety of * 
time being allowed for the diſtant ports receiving copies of the 


Bill, and their ſenſe to be duly collected, before further Pro- 


greſs was made in it. 

Me. Roſe aſſured the Hon. Gentlemen who- n that 
further time ſhould be given, that on Saturday laſt he had fifty 
Bills printed, which he ſent to the different ports throughout 

the kingdom; if, however, Gentlemen thought the interval 


between that time and the preſent inſuſhcient for collecting 


progreſs of the Bill for a few days longer. 


the further conſideration of the Bill, which had juſt before 
: W fixed for e e was changed to Tueſday net. 


 LANDMEN 'FOR THE Navy. 


their E of the Bill, he had no objection to poſtpone the 


r. Grey argued for further time after-which the order "208 


The Bill for raifing-landmen for the navy 3 read a . 5 
time, a rider was propoſed by the Chancellor of the Euchequer, 


for granting greater power to magiſtrates; the ſame was read- 


a firſt, ſecond, and third time, and ordered to ſtand a part of. 


the Bill. 


A ſecond clauſe wa was alſo brought in by. the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, -which was alfo to become à part of the Bill— 


Paſſed, and ordered to be carried by Nr. n to the Loads 
| for their concurrence. 
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WRIT FOR KIRECUDBRIGHT. - 


Mr William Dundas called the attention of the Houſe to an 
election for Kirkcudbright. He ſaid that à writ had been 
iſſued on the 15th of January laſt for the election of a Com- 
miſlioner to ſerve in Parliament for that place in the room of 
General Stewart, deceaſed. No election had yet taken place. 

An individual had, ever ſince the iſſuing of it, the poſſeſſion of 

the writ, and he had delayed the election from day to day. 

This was an improper practice, and he wiſhed that it might 

| never take place again; it was neceſſary, therefore, chat t 1s 
5 individual ſhould explain the reaſon of ſuch a delag. 
The Speaker aſked the Hon. Member whether he Knew t to 
8 whom the writ had been given? and being informed that it 

had been given by the Clerk of the Crown to the Meſſenger of 

the Great Seal, he ſuggeſted to the Houſe” the propriety. of 
forthwith calling him before the Houſe, to examine him as. 

to its diſpoſal. 1 

Mr. William Baie ee That che Mefſenger of the N 
Great Seal do forthwith attend this Houſe.” “ |; 

'That Gentleman being called in, ſaid, he received a writ. 

from the Deputy-Clerk of the Crown, for the election of a 
Commiſſioner for Kirkcudbright, and, in conſequence of a let- 
ter which he received from Lord Garne the Sheriff, he de- 
livered the writ to Mr. Chalmers, his Lordſhip's agent. | 

Mr. Chalmers being called in, - faid, he received the writ in 

- queſtion on the roth of January, by the direction of Lord 
Garlies, the Sheriff principal of the county, and delivered it 
ta his Lordſhip on the ſame day; but his Lordſhip was de- 
tained in town, to attend the call of the Houſe, and was after- 
wards detained on the road, on account of the badnefs of the 
weather, ſo that he could not get to Rirkcudbright : at the time ; 
he intended; and this was the reaſon of the delay. | | 
Mr. William Dundos ſaid, the purpoſe for which be brought : 
the buſineſs forward to-day being anſwered, he therefore 
moved, * That the further conſideration. of i it be adjourned to. 
this day fortnight.” —Ordered. | 
General Smith adverted to the kechör I reſpecting the 
officers in India, which was then before the e and ſaid, 
that if he did not find that ſome meaſure was taken in the 
courſe of the next week, to ſatisfy him that there was a ſerious 
intention to take- the caſe of theſe men into conſideration, he 
| ſhould bring forward a motion upon the ſubject. | a 
Mir. Secretary Dundas repeated what was faid on a former 
1 EE. day upon the ſubject. He ſaid, that by the King's command 
| 8 he laid the memorial WIG Lord Cornwallis, who made his 
| | 3 5 e * 
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report this report was laid before the Court of Directors, and 
they did not approvẽ of the report. He admitted that the 
oſſicers in India Taboured under intolerable grievances, which 
certainly ought to be redreſſed. What mode of redreſs was 
che beſt was a queſtion which he would not then OO 
diſcuſs. | The Court of Directors were engaged in forming a 
plan — perhaps the officers might not think the plan favourable 
to them; but he ſnhould act with the ſame ſentiments as he had 
ever ated towards theſe officers ;:and he was confident; tat 
they had not the ſmalleſt idea of my eas ance to- 


Wards ache on His l e | 4 8 
„ "SLAVE TRADE. 8 
„ Wikerfarce ſet out with 1 that on many ac 
cn he ſhould forbear taking up much of their time on the 
preſent occaſion; he had formerly been under the neceſſity of 
treſpaſſing largely on their patience; but-the ſubject was one 
with which they were thoroughly acquainted, it was one alſo 
on which they d already decided, and not to inſiſt on this 
would be 8 deſcend from the vantage ground he had a right to 
occupy: od uſtification of this aſſertion; he deſired that the , 
reſolution 0 the Houſe of CORN: in ps: ee be un, 
at the table— (I vet: | 
„ Reſolved, © td fo 0045613. 25h tee 
That from and after r the iſ FR of 1 778671 it Malt not be _— 
to import any African Negroes i into any Britiſh colonies or plantations.” 


Thus the Houſe of Commons determined in-1 792 3 he muſt 
1 leave to remind Gentlemen of the general principles on 
which tliat determination had been grounded, which were 
enforced by conſidering the peculiar circumſtances under which 
it had been formed; it followed of courſe that in a matter of 

| ſuch importance the Houſe would not now be. guilty of ſuch 
an inconſiſtency, as virtually to reſcind the reſolution of that 
day, unleſs from ſubſequent information it appeared to have 
| been founded on falſe- premiſes, or unleſs there was ſomething - 
in the exiſting ciroumſtances of the preſent times, which would 
juſtify them in diſpenſing with it. 

It was no. petty grievance which had been complained 90 
it was no little evil which had been to be removed, but the 
greateſt, the moſt complicated, and the moſt extenſiye which 
perhap s had ever afflicted the human race. It had been ſatiſ- TY 

factorily proved. that the Slave Trade was tlie occaſion, in 
Aſrica, of frequent and bloody wars; that it furniſhed incen- _ 
tives to innumerable acts of individual violence; that it diſ- 7 
1 al ſocial intercourſe, ack the chieftain * 19 
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_ © the dependants, who might naturally look up to him for pro- 
tection; arming every man's hand againſt his neighbour, and 
rendering the whole coaſt of that vaſt continent, a ſcene of in- 
ſecurity, terror, and rapine; that every engine was fet at work 
to get flaves, crimes were created, convictions ſtrained, pu- 
niſhments aggravated, and whole families ſold, for the com- 
mon benefit. of the accuſer and the judge'z that it tended, as he 
had formerly proved at large, to deprave the moral character 
of all who were concerned in it; that inſtead of its being the 
means of bringing the natives acquainted with the knowledge 
and rhe arts of our happier quarter of the globe, it taught them 
nothing but our vices, and in various ways obſtructed the 
natural courſe of civilization, and the entrance of religious 
truth and moral improvement. 
- All this was the leſs to be excuſed, becauſe that wretch- 
ed plea had been at length given up, by which it had been 
formerly endeavoured to palliate it—that the negroes were an 
inferior xace of beings, whom therefore, like any other cattle, 
ve had a right to compel to become ſubſervient to our advan- 
tage or gratification,” though ſo greatly at theirown expence. 
It had been proved alſo from the evidence of the muſter- 
rolls themſelves, produced by the merchants of Liverpool and 
Briſtol, that the loſs of ſeamen in the Stave Trade was ſuch, 
that it might juſtly be termed the grave, rather than the nur- 
. = ß Eee EC, 
On the other hand, however, it had been alleged that the 
ſudden change of this long-eſtabliſhed ſyſtem might be highly 
injurious or even fatal to our Well Indian poſſeſſions; that re- 
lying on the facility of ſupplying themſelves with imported 
negtoes, the proprigtors of plantations had not been ſo at- 
tentive as they might have been to the maintaining of their 
Rocks of ſlaves by natural propagation, and particularly that 
the proportion of females to males throughout the iflands, was 
too ſmall to enable them to keep up their numbers of flaves 
without importations from Africa. He himſelf had denied the 
Jaſt propoſition, and from various cireumſtances was convinced 
of its not being founded in fact; nor could the Houſe forget 
| the ſatisfatory manner in which it had been proved by his 
Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Pitt), that there was no reãſon to ap- 
prehend that the colonies might not be able to maintain and 
even increaſe their numbers without importations, and that 
{on various accounts), were all reference to juſtice and huma- 
nity out of the queſtion, conſiderations of mere policy eyes 2 
enforced the expediency of immediate abolition. He himſelf 
Had alſo adduced many inſtances wherein the human race had 
Seen ſound to increaſe when there was tlie ſame diſproportion 
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zs was here alleged, in more unfavourable climates, and under 
other diſadyantages in, the compariſon. The Houſe, however, 
could not bring 1tfelf to conſent to the immediate ſtoppage of 
the ſupply; they fixed on the iſt of January 1796, for that 
happy period. It was well worth while to conſider the circum- | 
ſtances under which they had come to that reſolution, and the 
language which was then held almoſt univerſally. They had 
not ated. from a ſudden impulſe, nor without the completeſt 
information. The ſubject had been under conſideration ever 
ſince the year 1788; it had been completely inveſtigated, it 
had been maturely weighed : All the means had been afforded 
of developing and 2 the truth, of eſtabliſhing the 
reality of his ſtatements againſt the Slave Trade if juſt, or 
detecting their fallacy if groundleſs or exaggerated. Almoſt 
the whole Houſe had acknowledged that the charges were 
made out, and the moſt diſtinguiſhed and zealous of his op- 
ponents had confeſſed, his charges had been ſubſtantiated, and 
ſome of them in terms of ſenſibility had lamented the fatal 
effects of this deteſted traſſic, on the much- injured continent 
o/ 8 
Had any freſh information been fince obtained which proved 
theſe opinions to have been miſtaken ? The very contrary was 
the fact; an opportunity had ſince preſented itſelf of receiving 
from the coaſt of Africa the ook unqueſtionable teſtimony 
reſpecting the effects of the Slave Trade, through the medium 
of the Governor and Council-of the ſettlement of Sierra Leone, 
gentlemen. of ſuperior underſtanding and accuracy, and of un- 
impeachable integrity and honour. Their accounts exactly 
accord-d with thoſe which he had formerly given, and in par- 
ticular, 'the tendency of the Slave Trade to bar out the ad-. 
miſſion of light and knowledge into Africa, and obſtruct the 
progreſs of civilization, had received great and unexpected 
confirmation: Some gentlemen had travelled in a direction 
due eaſt from Sierre Leone, and there at the diſtance of three 
hundred miles from the ſea, inſtead of the miſerable villages 
they had left on the coaſt, they found a city containing ſeven 
thouſand inhabitants, the capital of a powerful kingdom. 
Reading and writing were common, they employed horſes 
both ſor uſe and pleaſure; whereas it had been often urged in 
proof of the barbariſm of the Africans, that they had no beaſts 
of burden; in ſhort, they had attained to a degree of eiviliz- 
ation, yaſtly beyond the inhabitants of the coaſt, though they 
had never en the face of an European, and in direct contra- 
diction to the eſtabliſhed maxim, that civilization always com- 
menced the earlieſt, and advanced the moſt rapidly on the ſea- 
coaſt of every country; but the Slave Trade reyerſed all the 
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202  —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Conmons, 
natural principles of reaſon. The travellers had found but too 
ſtrictly verified the remark of his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Pitt), which to ſome, might have ſeemed rather a flight of 
imagination than an hifterical fact, that though the Europeans 
| penetrated not beyond the remoteſt exterior of ' Africa, they 
et there infuſed a venom which got, as it were, into the circu- 
lation, and extended itſelf into the interior of that great con- 
tinent. They were plainly told that wars were carried on by 
their nation, for the expres and ſole purpoſe of making Haves, 
with which only (ſending them down to the coaſt), they coul 
obtain European commodities. And they added, that F theſe 
| could be obtained by any leſs deſtructive expedients, oy ger 
| Nen mould not think themſelves juſtified in the fight o Goa ' 
for continuing to have recourſe to them. be 
Wich regard alfo to the Weſt Indies, ſtrong as he thought 
his caſe had been when it was formerly agitated in the Houſe, 
he was perfectly convinced that it was now much ſtronger. 
It could no by nds denied by his opponents, that, owing to 
the great numb | 
diſproportion ſo much talked of in the number of females had 
been entirely done away; there was an end therefore of that 
argument from expediency, by which the claims of juſtice and 
Humanity had been attempted to be ſet afide. But there was 
 mnarher topic on which he muſt preſs for particular attention. 
Every Gentleman muſt know, from current report, the ſyſtem 
wh S had been purſued by the French in the Weft Indies, and 
he thought there was no one who muſt not be aware of its 
fatal conſequences. - They had publiſhed a decree of general 
emancipation ; they had diſciplined a number of negrots, and 
had employed them ſucceſsfully in the attack of a Britifh fort: 
He need only remind Gentlemen of the amazing diſpropor- 
tion between the negroes and the white people, that the 


negroes were capable, without injury, of bearing fatigues in 


tat country which would be almeft immediately fatal to Eu- 
ropeans; abave all, that it was an eftabliſhed point, that the 
newly-imported Africans were always the moft diſpoſed to in- 


8 ſurrections. He wouid leave it to the Houſe to draw the proper 


1aferences from theſe undemable premiſes. For his own part 
he muſt declare that it was little ſhort of inſanity, to go on im- 
porting from Africa under fuch circumſtances, and he entered 
His ſolemn proteſt againſt fo ruinous a practice; reminding the 


Houfe that if they had originally concurred in his motion fos 
abolitioa, there would have been in the Weſt Indies perhaps 
- 150,000 leis of thoſe very ſlaves from whom there was the moſt 
to be appienended. It became the Houſe, he ſaid; to conſider this 
lubjedt li another relation; in proportion to the growing diſ- 


rs which had been brought into the Ylands, the 
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contents in the iſlands, it would become neceſſary to ſend over 
increaſing numbers of European troops, and theſe demands 
would at length ſwell to ſuch a magnitude, that this country 
could no longer bear to anſwer them. He remarked that it 
was part of the eſtabliſhed policy of this country, not to ſuffer 
_ veſſels to ſail without convoy, when they were frei htedwith 
articles which might be ſerviceable to an enemy if falling into 
their hands: Apply this principle to the Slave Trade; the 
Nave ſhips never ſailed with convoy, and what capture could 
furniſh the enemy with ſuch formidable means of annoyance, 
as the capture of a ſhip crowded with theſe wretched beings, 
burning with indignation, and panting for revenge, concern- 
ing whom, however, you muſt doubt, whether even their cap- 
ture and their conſequent attack, as foreign enemies, might 
not be leſs dangerousthan their ſafe arriyal at their deſtined port, 
which might foon afford them a ſurer opportunity of glutting 
their reſentment amidſt the horrors of a general inſurrection. 
Mr. Wilberforce expatiated on the peculiar propriety, at the | 
preſent moment, of Parliament's endeavouring to preſerve its 
character, and in particular, in its acting ſo as not to forfeit 
the eſtimation of men of principle and reſpectability. He ar- 
gued alſo on the foe e. of this country, critical aud 
alarming as it was, in which we were peculiarly called upon, 


| becauſe it had been proved to be pregnant with every ſpecies 
of wickedneſs and cruelty; this would be to act in direct 
defiance of Providence, and would prove but too plainly that 
the N 9 | me preceding day (the faſt-day) was " 
more than à piece of emp ntry, a mere MOCKE | 
the Almi = After 9 on this 17 re- 
marked, that if the power and proſperity of Great Britain 
were to continue thus incompatible with the well-being and 
happineſs of Africa, he ſcarce knew how he could pray for 
his own eountry with a ſafe conſcience, ſinee he was at the 
_ ſame time invoking oppreſſion, and miſery, and barbariſm, on 
ſo much greater a numder of the human race. | 18 
. Mr. Wilberforce concluded with moving, That leave be 
given to bring in a Bill for the abolition of the Slave Trade, at 
a time to be limited;“ and © that the ſaid motion be referred 
to the conſideration of a Committee of the whole Houſe.” 
Mr. V. Smith ſeconded the motion. 
Ar. Barham ſaid, conſidering the motion on the grounds 
of morality and juſtice, he perfectly coincided in opinion with 
the Hon, Gentleman; and certainly ſhould wiſh to aboliſh 
the Slave Trade, if it could be done conſiſtently with found 
policy and the real intereſts of the country. Local confider- 
| ations, however, induced him to conceive the means propoſed 
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204 © WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS,” [Commons. 
by the Hon. Mover as in no degree calculated to produce the 
defired effect; he ſhould wiſh the Houſe to aſk themſelves 
what were the ſentiments of thoſe who were to carry into ex- 
ecution the mode propoſed ? The Weſt India. planters, who 
were the perſons that of neceſſity muſt carry the plan into ex- 

ecution, were generally of opinion, that it involved in it their 
complete ruin. If, then, they thought the deſtiuction of their 
© Intereſts would be the neceſſary conſequence of the meaſure, 
' how was it conſiſtent with policy that it could ever be carried 
into execution? Thoſe who felt their intereſt to be ſo materi- 
ally concerned, were the perſons, who were not only to be the 
informers, but the judges and jury of every breach of this law, 
if it were ever 1 paſſed into a law. The proprietors of 
pPlwkKhntations, without meaning to caſt any reflection on them, 
c̃ould not be ſuppoſed to be ſo much ſuperior to human nature, 
| as to be enabled to act in contradiction to all the propenſities 
and paſſions of mankind in geveral : It conſequently could not 
be expected that they would inform againſt and impartially 
Judge and convict themſelves in a point wherein they were ſo 
much intereſted. The plan therefore appeared to him to be 
perfectly nugatory. He was of opinion, under all the circum- 
ſtances, that a regulation was preferable to an abolition ; this 
opinion he formed from local conſiderations, and referred to 
What happened in the Weſt Indies when Sir Charles Grey and 
Sir John | Hera were there. He had heard it aſked on a former 
occaſion when this queſtion was diſcuſſed, whether that Houſe 
would attempt to regulate injuſtice and methodize murder? 
This, he owned, appeared to him to be a flower of eloquence, 
rather than an argument; if the object of good, Jaw was prac - 
tical uſe, and if the crime of murder was better prevented by 
regulation than by abolition, in any country, in that country a | 
regulation of murder was the beſt, He admired freedom ſpecu- 
latively as much as any one, but nobody could afſert that freedom 
might not be alienated: It was undeniably the fact, that it was ſo 
alienated, in various inſtances z the day-labourer parted with 
: his liberty for a day, the domeſtic for a year, and others for a 
- longer period, in confideration of an adequate compenſation ; 
nor could he ſee any limitation to the principle, where the 
Tight of alienation was once fairly obtained, why it might not 
be for life. He agreed with the Hon. Mover of this queſtion in 
his facts, but he differed entirely from him in the concluſion 
to be drawn from ſuch facts. For he believed there was nothing 
which the ſlaves now in the Weſt Indies would diſlike ſo much 7 
as the abolition of the African Slave” Trade. There was 8 
nothing they would diſlike ſo much as to be deprived of tbe 8 
annual triumph and joy which they felt when a freſh cargo of I 
_ Daves arrived, e ny Ne OY TURE AY OED Mr : 
Wa : * 6 EP | 898 r. 
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Mr. Barham was proceeding to ſtate the danger of the Weſt 
Indies at preſent, when Ar. ag oy" called him to order. 
As the guardian of the queſtion, he ſaid, he thought it his 
duty to interfere when any matter not relevant to it was 
inet e b- 1 ol LOSS + 
' The Speaker ſaid, if Mr. Barham meant to apply his obſerv- 
ations to the queſtion, they were relevant, and correctly in 
order. ff oa tw RO Op — 4 
Mr. Barbam proceeded. The danger of the Weſt India 
iſlands, at this time, was in his opinion a ſufficient induce- 
ment for us to abſtain from a motion like that of the Hon. 
Gentleman. The motion was a ſubject of alarm at preſent, 
which it otherwiſe would not have been in ſo eminent a degree, 
if it had been brought forward fooner. The conduct of the 
French'in the Weſt Indies, with all the other circumſtances 
of the war, moſt powerfully argued againſt it. If his ſtatement 
was true, it ought not to be difavowed ; if falſe, he deſired to 
have gt openly refyted. Nor was this the principal danger; the 
French had not only given their ſlaves a qualified freedom, but 
they had furniſhed them with arms, and the better to convey 
the knowledge of their proceedings to our iſlands, they had em- 
ployed emiſſaries, and therefore we ought to be particularly. 
_ cautions how far we allowed them a handle for miſchief by 
our diſcuſſion, ſince the diſcuſſion was fo liable to be miſfrepre- 
ſented by their means, for their own intereſted purpoſes. '' He 
contended that no ſtep ought to be taken without very mature 
conſideration, leſt a ſpark ſhould accidentally be added to the 
_ conflagration ready to burſt. On account of the war, the Slave 
Trade at preſent\ could hardly be ſaid to exiſt, or if it did ex- 
iſt at all, it was decreaſing very rapidly. Might not the motion 
then excite alarm, and occaſion ſome conſequences we might 
afterwards repent of? Our poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies mighe 
be ſaid to hang by a thread, and if ſo, would it not be raſſineſs 
to deſtroy it? Mr. Barham declared, he hoped the time would 
come, when the ſubject could with more coxrentence and pro- 
priety be renewed ; and then he did not deſpair of convincing 
the Hon, Gentleman that he was no leſs zealous than himſelf 
for the abolition, although he might differ with him perhaps 
in the means, That night, however, he certainly ſhould give 
it his negative, by moving * that the debate be adjourned to 


that day fix months.“ i | 3 
Mr. Eaft (aid, of all the excellent qualities which the friends 
of the Hon. Mover of the queſtion might readily agree to com- 
mend in him, they could not ſurely praiſe him for his diſcre- . 
tion, as he had that evening brought forward the moſt” indif- - 
creet motion, that perhaps ever came before the Houſe. fn i 


—_ 
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that part of his ſpeech which related to the force and ſtate of 
the French in the Weſt Indies, he had to obſerve, that the 
French had not emancipated their ſlaves either on the princi- 
ples of humanity or aggrandizement, but abſolutely for the 
wilful creation of confuſion and bloodſhed. In his opinion, 
no benefit could accrue from the motion of the Hon. Gentle. 
man, if it paſſed, while the Houſe ought to be exceedingly 
_ cautious how they contributed to the diſſemination of diſcon- 
tent and the production of rebellion ;' nor ought they to be leſs 
.cautious how far they might give a ground for ſuch a reſult by 
their reſolutions. If the minds of the flaves are predifpoſed to 
reſiſt, to whom are they indebted, to the Hon. Mover of the 
queſtion, or to his oppoſers ? It was he that had inſtilled the jea- 
louſy and doubts, and he it was that ſtood charged with the effects 
already produced, and all the conſequences that might ſollow, 
An important leſſon was to be derived from what had alread 
paſſed upon the ſubject, and it ought to prevent the Houſ⸗ 
_ from entering into any diſcuſſion on the ſubject during the 
preſent poſture of affairs. An uneaſineſs muſt ariſe from it 
not only in the breaſts of the planters, but in the ſlaves them- 
ſelves, who may probably indulge an idea of immediate eman- 
cipation, and be much irritated by diſappointment. The ſame 
reaſon muſt operate ſtrongly till the ſeaſon of danger was over, 
The Hon. Gentleman had ſtated, that the Houſe had previoully 
come to a reſolution that the Slave Trade ought to be aboliſhed 
in 17963 © but let me, upon the other hand, remind the 
Houſe (faid Mr. Eaſt), when and under what circumſtances it 
came to that reſolution. The Houſe voted that reſolution at a 
late hour of the night. A laugh.) If I am abſurd in my 
ſtatement (continued he), let me be ſuffered at leaſt to finiſh it, 
and then let any abſurdity I may be guilty of, be pointed out. 
The Houſe came to that refolution at a late hour of the night, 
after it had refuſed to accede to an immediate abolition. This 
was in 1792, or if not, the year was immaterial, when the 
Hon. Gentleman and his friends were left in the minority. A . 
ſecond, third, and fourth year were then propoſed; when ſome . i 
_ Gentlemen, who ſtand deſervedly high in the Houſe, declared 
_ that they would move the queſtion again and again until their 
object ſhould be obtained, In conſequence of this declaration, 
an Hon Gentleman who repreſents an eaſtern county, com- 
plained that the evil attending a repeated diſcuſſion would be 
lo great, that father than be inſtrumental to it, he would come 
mto the general propoſition.“ If the Houſe, therefore, had not 
adopted the reſolution for aboliſhing the trade in 1796, not a 
year would have elapſed without the repeated diſcuſſion of the 
queſtion. Ihe Gentleman who thus conceded, did of courfe 


jy, imagine, 
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imagine, that during the interval, the ſubject would be laid 


| afleepy inftead of which not a ſingle year had paſſed but it had 
been aſſiduouſſy renewed. Thus the whole effect of the agree- 


ment had been done away on one fide, and no advantage had 


_ reſulted on the other. 55 VVV 5 
What other ſteps could be taken for the abolition in 1796 


than thoſe reſorted to in former years? Admitting the Houſe 
ſhould come to the reſolution of that evening, it could not ſend . 


up that reſolution ſurely to the Houſe of Lords, until that 
Houſe had delivered their report upon the former reſolutions. 
Gentlemen were to remember that no evidence was admitted 


in the other Houſe but upon oath ; whereas, according to the 


regulations of the Commons, the evidence in their Committees 
or delivered at the bar, was mere matter of perſonal aſſertion. 
To the preſent moment the Houſe of Lords have had no- 


communication with the Commons on this ſubject. Whether 
the Peers were going on ſo faſt with their inquiries as they 


ought to do, it was not neceſſary for him to give an opinion; 
but ſome extenuation was to be allowed them, as they have 


deen occupied upon another important and lingering buſineſs, 
the trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. It became the Houſe how- 


ever to wait till they had received the communications of the 
Lords, inſtead of which they had taken up the queſtion at 
every opportunity. Thus the diſcuſſion was perpetually kept 


alive with all its miſchiefs, and without the experience or the 
proſpect of any good whatever. One thing ought affuredly 


do be conſidered will the other Houſe paſs the Bill if ſent up 
to it, without any deliberation? Even in peace, rhe queſtion 
would be attended with great inconvenience z but in war, the 


inconvenience was much greater. The French, by putting 


arms into the hands of their ſlaves, had ſubjected us to a 
danger which it demanded the niceft prudence to prevent. 


Not to follow the Hon. Gentleman however; through all his 


detail, Mr. Eaſt faid, he would content himſelf by adverting 


to the report which the Hon. Gentleman had quoted, and de- 
* fired the Houſe to recollect upon what authority their reliance 


was requeſted. The report was publiſhed either under the 
_ auſpices of the Hon. Gentleman or his friends, and the Houſe 
was not conſequently bound to pay ſo much regard when it 


reflected on the quarter hence it came, becauſe it could not 
integrally be conſidered as impartial. Some Gentlemen un- 


dertake to ſet up a colony in Africa, and they affociate toge- 
ther for the expreſs purpoſe of aboliſhing the Slave Trade. 


his confideration came with additional force, for however 
highly they might be reſpected as individvals, and he did not 
doubt but as individuals they were of the higheſt character, yet 


when 
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when. it was to, be remembered that the human mind was, at 
all times and under all circumſtances, ſubject to bias and pre- 
judice, the book muſt by every fair P be allowed to 
hs paſſed through a ſuſpicious channel. He allowed, that 
in the diſproportion of ſexes, which had been occafioned partly 
by diſeaſes incidental to the climate, ſome remedy. had been 
adopted, which gradually introduced a ſyſtem - of ameliora- 
tion. 5 3 e 1 5 — 
After an ample reply to the arguments urged in ſupport of 

the queſtion, and a ſtrong general oppoſition to it, Mr. Eaſt 
concluded with declaring that he fully concurred with the mo- 

tion of his Hon. Friend who had juſt fat down. mn. 
Mr. Dent ſaid, he expected, when the Hon. Gentleman 
brought forward his motion, that he would have been able to 
ſtate ſome new arguments in ſupport of it, but was ſurpriſed to 


8 find that nothing of that kind had been offered; and therefore 


his opinion could not poſſibly be altered on the ſubject, which 
had ever been, that the abolition of the Slave Trade was equal- 
ly unjuſt in idea and impracticable in itſelf, and that the 
queſtion ought not to be agitated at all. He conſidered the 
publications of the Sierra Leone Company as a mere collection 
of aſſertions, and not as a body of evidence reſting on well- 
authenticated proof. He deſired to warn the Houſe, from 
what they knew reſpeQting Captain Kimber's caſe, not to be 
oO Bong © YO NOBEL PE oe Sy. ney 
He ſaid, he did not at that moment ſee the Hon. Mover of 
the queſtion in the Houſe ; but as his Right Hon, Friend the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had hitherto ſupported him, he 
directed his obſervations to him. That Right Hon. Gentle- 
man had ſtudiouſly deprecated every idea of reform at this 
alarming criſis; and as a part of the fame ſyſtem, he conjec- 
tured this deprecation ſhould extend to our Weſt India 
iſlands, eſpecially after the recent events there during the laſt 
campaign, which he ſeemed to think required ſome inveſtiga- 
tion. What recompenſe have we (he aſked) for the pro- 
1 7 5 of ſo much blood and riches, if this motion paſſed? 
Of what advantage would be the acquiſition of St. Domingo, 
if the plantations of our enemies can be immediately de- 
ned. 35% PP TS. 
lle concluded with ſaying, that, if this Bill ſhould paſs 
into a law, there would be no" ſafety for property. of any 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, that, after the arguments that had been 
fo ably and repeatedly urged in that Houſe for the abolition of 
fo diabolical a trafic as the Slave Trade, he was almoſt 
aſhamed to detain the Houſe for a moment, e as 
| e 8 | | ole 


Fx. 26.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 209 
thoſe arguments ſtood hitherto uncontradicted even by thoſe 
who thought themſelves intereſted in ſuppotting a continuance 
of that nefarious trade. He was perfectly ſurpriſed to ſee that 
the motion of his Hon. Friend could have met with opponents 
that night; but however much thoſe Hon. Gentlemen might 
deprecate the diſcuſſion of that queftion, he would aſſure 
them, and he knew, there were many and reſpectable Membets 
of that Houſe, who would alſo pledge themſelves year after 
year, and ſeſſion after ſeſſion, that that queſtion would be 
brought forward, agitated, and diſcuſſed, until the grand ob- 
ject, the total abolition of the Slave Trade, was accompliſned; 


| nothing 


ſhort of that, while he had a ſeat in that Houſe, 


_ would ſatisfy him, nor ſhould the queſtion be ſuffered to ſleep 
for one ſeſſion till it was obtained. One thing was admitted 
on all hands, and that was, that the ſituation of the negroes 
was much meliorated of late years to what it had been for- 
merly. He would aſk, What was this melioration owing to ? 
— Certainly to the diſcuſſions that had taken place in that 
Houſe: It was impoſſible to ſuppoſe, he contended, that the 


Weſt India merchants, planters, and traffickers in the African 
trade, had not felt remorſe when they refle&ted on the enor- 


mities that had been proved againſt it. 
thoſe Gentlemen why the ſubject. ſhould not be diſcuſſed at 
preſent ' was, that the trade did not exiſt during the war. He 
was happy to hear ſo, if it was true, but certainly that was no 
reaſon why the Bill for the total abolition ſhould not be paſſed 
into a law; perhaps it was the ſtrongeſt reaſon for the aboli- 
tion that could be advanced. The return of peace was looked 
to by all, both in and out of that Houſe, as the happieſt mo- 
ment that the country could ſee : But how muſt all thoſe fee]-+ 
ings of joy and happineſs be damped, when we reflected for 
the moment that the ineſtimable bleſſings of peace and tran- 
_ quillity would no ſooner be reſtored to Europe, than all the 
miſeries, the enormous cruelties and horrors of the African 
trade would be renewed to its unhappy victims? Was it to 
| Europe alone that thoſe bleſſings ought to extend? No, it 
ought to be on as equal a degree as poſſible to the inhabitants 
of Aſia and Africa; to ſay or to think otherwiſe was a foul | 
ſtain upon the Britiſh name and character. With regard to the 
conduct of the Houſe. of Lords, he thought it moſt extraordi- 
nary and unaccountable. Thus much he was warranted in 
iaying, whatever might be their motives ; and he held in his 
hand a ſtatement which he begged leave to read to the Houſe. . 
lt was more than three years ſince the examination of witneſſes 
began in the Houſe of Lords. In the whole of that time, 


they ha 


One reaſon urged by 


d occupied only fourteen days. On this im 


Vol. II. 
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buſineſs, when he barely ftated this, he truſted that Houſe was 
not ſo much loſt to ſhame, as the Lords appeared to be, nor 
could they think otherwiſe than that the conduct of the other 
— Houſe had been moſt diſgraceful, _ dt bh . 


[Mr. Whitbread was here called to order. He repeated hie | 


words, and was again called to order.) 


4 7 


He then proceeded— That he wiſhed it were poſſible to re- 


fute by facts the ſtatement he held in his hand, and, conſiſtent- 
ly with the forms, he muſt fay, that, if he ſhould find in the 


Journals of the Lords, that, in the firſt year of their confider- 
ation on the ſubject, they had employed only fix days, and 
examined only feven witneſſes; that in the next ſefſton, they 


had employed five days, and examined other ſeven witneſſes ; 
and in the third feſhon, had employed three days, and examin- 


ed two witneſſes 3 he ſhould ſay, that it would in the higheſt 


degree be diſgraceful to them. There was no way, he ſaid, 
of forcing the Lords to do juſtice to the queſtion, unleſs they 
were called on by the: Houſe of Commons by repeated diſcuſ- 
ſions. The Houſe of Lords were afraid of entering into it, be- 
cauſe they knew Mr. Whitbread: was again called to order.) 

. The Sprnker ſaid, he was fure the Hon. Gentleman would 


upon a moment's refleCtion be convinced of the impropriety of 


tuch language. 


Ar. Whitbread ſaid, he was very forry to mention with diſ- 


approbation, any branch of the Lepiflature ; and though he 
ſhould not repeat his words, yet no favourable inference could 


he drawn from the conduct of the other Houſe. & 


He concluded by replying to the inſmuations thrown' out at 

rave officers who had commanded. 
in the Weſt Indies—calumnics- as groſs as they would be 
proved unfounded. No direct charges being made, it was im- 
poſſible ro give thoſe inſinuations ſo complete a refutation as + 


different times againſt the 


might be withed ; yet means, he affured the Houſe, would be 


taken to bring the matter fo completely to the knowledge of 


the Houſe and the country, that he was confident the falſity 
and the malice of thoſe calumnies would be equally conſpi- 
„ 1 5 
Mr. Barham explained, that what he had afluded to reſpect- 
ing our operations in the Weſt Indies had arifen from rumours 
of which he had yet not had any opportunity of knowing the 
authenticity. 7 | 1 . | 
_ . Alderman Newnham, aſter apologizing for treſpaſſing on the 
time of the Houſe, ſaid his reaſon for rifing was the declara- 
tion of an Hon. Gentleman to diſcuſs the queſtion every 
ſeſſon. Indeed an immediate abolition had been lately avowed, 
which was a new idea, the patrons of the project not having 
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at firſt dared to tht hep more than a gradual and a diſtant one. 
11 


Upon thoſe confiderations he thought ſome complete and 
final negative ought to be given, in order to ſet the queſtion at 
reſt. In the beginning of this Parliament, the Alderman 
ſajd, he had no ſeat, and it was poſſible he might not have one 
in the next; but in the laſt ſeſſion, when he had, the ſubject 


was frequently diſcuſſed, although it did not then go to the 


extent of an abolition, but only a regulation. He had, how- 


ever, conſidered the reſolution to aboliſh the Slave Trade in 


1796, while he was not in Parliament, as ridiculous and ab- 
ſurd, and truſted, that before that period the Houſe would 
perceive the impropriety of it, and would prevent putting the 
country to great hazard. He ſuppoſed the Hon. Gen- 
tleman who moved the queſtion, did it from motives that 
might poſſibly give him merit in another world, but with 
him it would gain none here. It appeared to him to be a 
ſtrange mixture of humanity and inhumanity; it was huma- 
nity to Africa, and inhumanity to Great Britain ; for, while 
it benefited the African flaves, it would be deſtructive to Britiſh 
commerce. So far from thinking that the conduct of the Houſe 
of Lords oupht to be blamed, the Alderman faid, he thought 
it did them honour ; as they had exerciſed the right e de Er 
them by the conſtitution, in curbing the pernicious effects o 
2 miſchievous zeal. He wiſhed, however, that they had put a 
negative on it at once. . . 
Mr. V. Smith faid, that having attentively liſtened to the 
debate, without having heard any arguments adduced againſt 
| the abolition, but ſuch as had been repeatedly confuted on 


former occaſions, and not thinking it either neceffary or ex- 


pedient to take up the time of the Houſe by detailing again 
thoſe irrefragable reaſons of juſtice, humanity, and policy, 
which had been fo frequently urged in favour of the meaſure, 
he ſhould not have rifen at all, but for what had fallen from 
the Hon. Alderman (Newnham) who had juſt fat down. 

That Hon. Gentleman had not indeed brought forward any 


new arguments, but he had made amends for the want of no- 


velty in ſuch as he had uſed, by hazarding an-afſertion, which 
was not only perfectly ze, but ſo ftrange alſo, that he ſurely 
could never have ventured it, had he not been equally for- 
ſaken by his memory and his judgment. He had ſaid, that 
the idea of immediate abolition had been but lately avowed ; that 
the patrons of this project had not at firſt dared to propoſe 


more than a gradual and diſtant one; - whereas it was noto- 


rious, and muſt. be freſh in the recollection of every Gentle- 
man in the Houfe who had' paid the leaſt attention to the ſub- 
15 5 N | ject, 
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ject, that, from its earlieſt ſtage, immediate, direct, unquali- 
fed abolition of the Slave "Trade, and nothing leſs than this, 
had always been their open and avowed object. Of this error, 

however, groſs and glaring as it was, he thought he could aſſign 
the true reaſon ; it certainly aroſe out of the confuſion which 

had been produced in the Hon. Alderman's mind, by the miſ- 
repreſentations which had been ſo long and ſo induſtriouſly cir- 
culated by the enemies of the meaſure, that the abolition of 

ſlavery itſelf was intended, under the pretence of aboliſhing 
the trade. This (being an object which the abolitioniſts never 
conſidered as attainable to any valuable purpoſe but by very 
flow degrees, and perhaps as not within the limits of Parlia- 
mentary authority) they had conſtantly and truly diſclaimed ; _ 
and this diſavowal of an intention falſely charged on them for 

=_ invidious purpoſes, the Alderman had perverted into a ſtudied 

_ cConcealment of their real views, which, on the contrary, had 
always been declared in. the moſt public and explicit manner, 
and from which they never would ſwerve or depart. He was, 
however, the leſs ſurpriſed at this, Mr, Smith ſaid, as the ſame 
error had in a great meaſure pervaded the ſpeech of another 

Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Barham), moſt of whoſe objections, if 
examined, would be found to bear chiefly on the ſuppoſed plan 
of emancipation, and therefore the leſs required any reply. He 
could not fit down, without corroborating the remark of his 

Hon. Friend (Mr. Whitbread), that the ameliorated condition 
of the ſlaves in the Weſt Indies, of which an Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Eaſt) had ſpoken ſo much in ' praiſe, had been owing 

_ almoſt entirely to the agitation of this queſtion in the Britiſh 
Parliament.“ That to this origin the increaſe of their comforts, 

| whateve. may be its amount, was to be aſcribed, might be 
indiſputably inferred from this circumſtance: Almoſt every 

colonial law which had been made for the protection of the 
Daves, bore date ſince the year 1787; the famous Conſolidate! 
Act of Jamaica, on which ſo much ſtreſs had been laid (as 
much certainly it deſerved), was paſſed only in 1788; and it 
was but too true, that, previouſly to this period, ſcarcely 2 
clauſe was to be found in the whole code of Weſt Indian le- 
giſlation, of which the character was mercy, Every iſland, 
indeed, had ſlave laws, as they were called; but they ſeemed 
almoſt univerſally, like the edicts of ſuſpicious tyrants, trem- 
bling for their own ſecurity, rather than the regulations of 
conſiderate maſters to protect their defenceleſs fervants againſt 
Joreign violence and domeſtic caprice ; far leſs did they re- 
ſemble the impartial proviſions of wiſe and enlightened legiſ- 
lators, anxious to provide for the ſafety and happineſs of the 


community entruſted to their care, 71 
: | . N | 7 N. 
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Mr. Eaft in explanation ſaid, he had not argued that the 
 flaves were worſe off than formerly, but that the agitation of 
the queſtion. excited uneaſineſs among them. | | 

Ar. Fox ſaid, that, often as the preſent ſubject had been 
agitated, he conſidered it of ſuch importance that he could 
not content himſelf. with giving merely a ſingle vote on a 
queſtion on which his heart-was ſo much intereſted, and every 

feeling of his mind engaged. He had diſtinEtly ſaid from the 

beginning, that there was no regulation of the trade which he 
could aſſent to, unleſs with a view to its complete abolition; 

and it was at that time that he had made uſe of the expreſſion _ 
alluded to in the courſe of the debate, Would they conſent 

to regulate injuſtice and methodize murder?“ To confine 

_ themſelves merely to regulation, appeared to him to be but at 
belt a ſort of crooked policy, and a departure from the unalter- 
able principles of morality and juſtice, The caſe had been 

ſtated - Would it not be better, if it were poſſible, to diminiſh 

by regulation the frequency of the crime of murder, even than 
to prohibit it altogether? His anſwer was, that no ſpeculative 
advantage from ſuch regulations could outweigh the great 

moral diſadvantage of any legiſlature affording their counte- 

nance to murder. If there was a country in which cannibaliſm 

- prevailed, ought we to bring men from Africa for the purpoſe 

of being devoured, becauſe, by being in our hands, the trade 
might be attended with fewer victims than would otherwiſe be. 
ſacrificed: to the ſavage appetites of thoſe deſtroyers of men ?— 
Ought the Britiſh Legiſlature to become the agents or protec- 
tors of ſo inhuman a traſhc ? The greateſt evil would be re- 
moved if once the Parliament withdrew their ſanction from 
the practice of the Slave Trade. One good, at leaſt, had re- 

ſulted from the diſcuſſion: No one was now found bold 
enough to defend the trade itſelf. Even the Hon. Gentleman 
{Mr. Barham) who oppoſed the original motion, had ſtated 
that he was as great an enemy to the trade, and as anxious for 
its abolition, as the Hon. Mover himſelf. The African 
Trade, he ſhould ever contend, was a ſyſtem of injuſtice and 
cruelty, which degraded every man who practiſed, and dif- 

_ graced every Legiſlature which ſanctioned it. With reſpect to 
the queſtion of the propriety of the time, he could not help 
adverting to the delay that had taken place in the Houſe of 

Lords. Their Lordſhips might, no doubt, have their reaſons 

{gr the dilatory mode which they had adopted in treating the 

_ queſtion 3 he did not know thoſe reaſons, and, till he knew 
what they were, he was bound to reſpect them. That delay 
on the part of the Lords was the very reaſon why the Houſe 
ought not to let the queſtion fleep, but to bring it Free 
8 N | : ” 
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for diſcuſſion again and again, till ſomething eſtoctual ſhould 
be done in the buſineſs. The reſolution of the Houſe was 
ſent up to the Peers in the month of April 17923 during the 
remainder of that ſeſſion, they had allotted fix days to the ſub- 
ject, and examined ſeven witneſſes; the next year they. had 
allotted five days, and examined alſo ſeven witneſſes ; bur the 
year following they had appropriated only three days, and 
examined not more than two witneſſes. It was to be remarked, 
that during the fmall remainder of the year 1792, they had 
done much more than in either of the ſubſequent years, and, 
if they proceeded in the fame way, what day or part of a day 
they might devote to the ſubject in the prefent ſeſſion, was a 
matter of nice calculation. An Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Eaſt) 
had ſaid, that the Houſe had voted their refolution for aboliſh- 
ing the Slave Trade in 1796, at a late hour, a circumſtance 


which, Mr. Fox faid, ſurely was not by any means unuſual in 


debates on important ſubjects. He had faid alſo, that it was 
voted by compromiſe; admitting the fact to be ſo, the advo- 
cates for the abolition had undoubtedly a right to an equal ſhare 
of the benefit of that compromiſe, The Houſe, however, had 
not only come to this reſolution, they had come alſo to ſeveral 
others, tending to the egen. abolition of the trade, ſuch as 
putting an end to the foreign trade. All this, the Hon. Gentle · 
man ſaid that the Houſe had done, truſting that previous to 
the year 1796, they might return to their ſenfes: If they were 
mad in coming to theſe reſolutions, and truſted that previous 
to the period when they were to be carried into execution, they 


would return to their fenſes, it was the moſt ſingular ſpecies 


of inſanity he had ever heard of. There was another circum- 
ſtance which alſo deſerved attention: At that time, the 
table of the Houſe was covered with petitions from all parts 
of the country. Was it then only to get rid of the public 
prefſure of the petitions that they had come to theſe reſolu- 
tions? If the Houſe did not effectually follow up their reſo- 
Jutions, their conduct would moſt certainly admit of ſuch an 
2 nor did he know how he ſhould be able to re- 
ute it. OE 8 WES | 8 
It was a ferious thing, that a body ſubſiſting upon 
ublic opinion, which he contended to be particularly the caſe 
with the Houſe of Commons, ſhould preſerve the conſiſtency 
of their character, and the reſpe& their proceedings ought. at 
all times to be entitled to. Had any thing been ſtated by the 
opponents of the abolition to prove that the former calculation 
of the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) with reſpect 
to the poſſibility of keeping up the ſupply of flaves without 
any additional importation, were fallacious, or ſhew that they 
PIER, | | 3 v8 Were 
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were not as ſolid as they appeared to be perſuaſive and con- 
"| 2 ? | : ö f 923; 
yincing ! | x | | nth 
Another, argument had been drawn from the exiſtence of 
the war, and the danger apprehended from the flaves. Do 


you wiſh then,” ſaid Mr. Fox, © to increafe the number of * 
thoſe whom you dread ?” The moſt dangerous ſlaves had al. 4 
ways been deſcribed to be thoſe who were newly imported. A 
When the importation was aboliſhed, the condition of the 2 
exiſting ſlaves would be rendered better, and the ground of 9 
their diſcontent removed. An Hon. Gentleman had how- = 
ever ſaid, that they would be diflatisfied if the importation 'F 
from Africa was aboliſhed 3 that the day of the arrival of the 1 
new ſlaves was always to the others a day of joy, of exulta- 1 
tion, and of triumph. He did not know the fa, nor was 1 
he diſpoſed to envy the pleaſures of any deſcription of men; 1 
but he could not, upon any rational principle, account for ſuch 1 
an infernal joy, ſuch a deteſtable jubilee as the Hon. Gen- 'Y 
tleman had deſcribed. In proportion as their numbers were 3 
few, it was natural to ſuppoſe that they would be more likely 4 
to be better treated. If, however, they were ſo exttemely d | 
ignorant, ſo miſerably ſhort-fighted as to feel any ſatisfaction 4 


from the arrival of other flayes, their infatuation and blind- 

neſs were no grounds way the Houſe ſhou!d not decide, by 

putting an end to the Slave Trade, that the days of their 

jubilee, arifing from the acceſhon of companions in wretch- 

_ ednefs, ſhould be for ever terminated. It had been ſtated, 

that during the war the trade had been ſuſpended. If ſuch 

was the cafe, it was only neceſſary to paſs a Bill, in order to 

prevent its renewal. The effect of ſuch a Bill, it was con- 
tended, would only be to revive the trade; but this was 

puſhing. the argument to a pitch of extravagance to which he 

couid not aſſent. It was indeed ſaying, that even if the Bill 

was paſſed, it would not prevent the importation of ſlaves. 
He was aware how exceedingly difficult it was to carry into 
execution any. meaſures that militated againſt the private in- 
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tereſts of individuals. Let it be remembered however, that - 1 
the ſame thing applied to all prohibitory and revenue Bills; F 
to all fuch as impoſed reſtrictions on ſmuggling, &c. If they iy 
took ſo much pains for the object of revenue, ought they 1 
not to do as much in a cauſe on which the honour and repu- 1 
tation, and if the honour and reputation, the exiſtence of _ = 
the country, depended? Much had been faid by the Hon. 1 
Mover, which had not been anſwered, If the French ſhould 1 
ſucceed in their plan of training, diſciplining, and arming the 1 
negroes, might it not be neceſſary for us to oppoſe them by = 


the fame means? In ſuch a ſituation, we ſhould ſurely bags 
| „ | 8 muc 


— 


We: MN 


118 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Com uns, 


much more to hope from having treated the negroes with 
kindneſs and ce, than from having adopted the con- 
trary ſyſtem. In thar view of the ſubject, if we continued 
to bring new ſlaves from Africa, we were, in fact, importing 
not ſo much wealth and ſtrength, but ſo much weakneſs, 
_ . diſcontent, and rebellion. x 55 

Mr. Long had mentioned, in his Hiſtory of Jamaica, that 
the newly- imported ſlaves were the moſt dangerous. In pro- 
portion then as we increaſed the importation, we increaſed 
the danger. If all ſenſe of humanity was extinguiſhed, if 
juſtice had loſt its empire, the Houſe ought to paſs a Bill pro- 
hibitin the importation, in order to remove the danger, 
Much had lately been urged of the danger ariſing from the 
importation of principles. The importation of men, ſmarting 
with a ſenſe of recent wrongs and injuries, and not taught 
to expect any milder treatment than that which they had al- 
ready experienced, was ſurely more dangerous than the im- 
portation of any French principles whatever. Every freſh 

importation of ſlaves from Africa was a new ground of hope 
to the French, and of danger to the Britiſh poſſeſſions. With 
TeſpeCt to what had been urged of the ſituation of the ſlaves 
being much better than that of the lower orders in this 
country, he did not carry his philanthropy quite ſo far, as to 
be prepared to vindicate the continuance of the trade upon 


any reaſoning of that queſtionable nature. Why did not we 


ſend our own countrymen to ſhare in the bleſſings which were 
{tated to be ſo much better than their own ? Why ſhould we 
ſo far as Africa to force the poor negroes from their native 
101], in order to place them in a ſituation preferable to that of 
the ſubjects of this country? Why ſhould we be ſo wild in 
our beneficence, as to tear them from contented miſery, and 
obtrude upon them a happineſs which they diſliked ? In ſhort, 
he had heard no argument againſt the abolition, ' that was 
founded on fair and ingenuous principles. He had heard one 
argument, that the means now propoſed, were not the moſt 
proper means to bring about an abolition. To this he had 
only to anſwer, that when they had an important object in 
view, it was natural for them to take the moſt plain and ob- 
vious means of arriving at their end. He thought that even 
if they ſhould not ſucceed in the object of effecting a com- 
plete abolition, it was material to do away the greateſt of all 
evils, that of a Britiſh Parliament giving countepance to the 
exiſtence of a crime the moſt atrocious in the records of 
hiſtory. No moral evil could be greater than that thoſe who ar- 
gued for injuſtice, violence, robbery, and murder, when they 
could not ayail themſelves of reaſoning, fhould be able to 
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urge on their ſide the authority of Parliament. On this ground 
he conſidered the declarations of the Hon. Mover, and of his 
Hon. Friend, that they would not let the ſubject drop, but 
revive it by freſh diſcuſſions, till they ſhould ſucceed in effect- 
ing their object of a complete abolition of this infamous and 
diſgraceful traffic, as declarations highly meritorious in them- 
felves, and moſt honourable to thoſe who made them. | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that when this queſtion was 
firſt agitated he felt it impoſſible to agree with either the 
Gentlemen who ſupported, or the Gentlemen who oppoſed © 
the queſtion, becauſe the ſpeakers on both ſides were equally 
far from that medium which he conceived good policy ſhould 
lead the Houſe to adopt. On the one ſide it was contended,  _ ñ 
that an immediate, abſolute, - unqualified abolition of the 1 
trade ſhould take place, and that no meaſure ſhort of that . 
ought to be adopted: On the other, it was argued with equal 
vehemence, that an abolition of this trade would not only be 
the total ruin of our Weſt India iſlands, but that it would, 
in fact, be detrimental to the cauſe of ae He had the 
good or ill fortune, he would not determine which, to diſſent 
from each of theſe arguments, and to adopt a middle line 
between them both. It appeared to him conſiſtent both with 
policy and humanity, that the Slave Trade ſhould be aboliſh- - 
ed; but he thought it was not a meaſure that ought to be 
inſtantly carried into execution; it required time in order to 
effect it completely, and without injury to thoſe perſons 
whoſe property was embarked to a large amount in this con- 
cern, and who were entitled to look up to Parliament ſor 
indemnification, as the trade had been carried on under Par- 
liamentary ſanction. He found it a difficult matter to fix the 
preciſe time at which the trade ſhould: entirely ceaſe; but he 
was extremely concerned to find that the Houſe had reſolved © 
that the abolition ſhould take place in 1796. This reſolution 
appeared to him not to give ſufficient time for the merchants 
and planters. to arrange their affairs, ſo as not to be injured | Bp 
by the event; and therefore he deemed it the fame in point 2 
of effect as an immediate abolition. . With that impreſſion on 3 
his mind, he had not attended particularly to any of the ſub- i 
ſequent diſcuſſions which had taken place upon this ſubject. 
He was very ready to confeſs the motives of this part of his 
conduct he entertained a hope that although, in the Houſe of 
Commons, a reſolution for an immediate abolition in the 
9 had been paſſed, yet, that in another place, the 
impolicy of ſuch a meaſure would be apparent, and that 
means would be taken to render the reſolution of the Com- 
mona (ff. re ro RR - 
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I the Hon. Gentleman who was the mover of this queſtion 
ad not {tated that it was his intention to have brought in a 
ill for the immediate abolition of the trade, he (Mr. Dun- 
Aas) might not have oppoſed the motion, under the idea that 
© the Bill was not to fix ay definite period for the ceſſation of 
tte trade. The Hon, Gentleman had very candidly ſtated, 
that he had nothing leſs in view than an immediate 3 | 
and therefore he felt himſelf bound in eonſcience to give the 
Motion every oppoſition in his power. = 
Ihe refolution which the Houſe came to in the year 1592 
was, That the trade to Africa ſhould be wholly aboliſhed in 
the year 1796.“ According therefore to the letter of the re- 
folution, the abolition ought to take place within a few months 
of the time in which he was eiu but however ſuch an 
abolition might be conſonant to the letter of the reſolution, 
he was ſure it was not conſonant to its ſpirit The reaſon, 
as he had before ſtated, why this time had been allowed was, 
that the planters might have time to make fuch regulations 
28 circumſtances might require among, their flayes, and to 
enable them to import into the iſlands ſuch a number of ſlaves. 
as would be neceffary to their ſature population. The queſtion 
for the Houfe to confider therefore was, whether this object 
bad been obtained, and if that appeared not to be the caſe, 
chen it would be proper to determine, whether that was owing 
td any intentional negleRt on the part of the planters, or to 
any unforeſeen circumſtance ? In point of fact, fo far from 
the planters having been able to import ſuch a number of 
Haves as would be neceſfary, ſuppofing the trade to be entirely 
aboliſhed in 1796, the importation had been comparatively 
fmall, and he believed that the trade did not exiſt at all, 
owing to the war. Upon this view of the ſubject, the Houſe 
would {ee that, even upon the reſolution of 1792, the trade 
- 0ught not to be aboliſhed in 179. 
le was ready to confeſs to the Houſe, that upon every 
view which he was able to take of this important ſubject, he 
Dad not the courage to bring himſelf to agree to the abolition. 
All the corteſpondence between this country and the Weſt 
Indies proved, that the latter were in a ſttuation that required 
great caution at home, and every danger was to be appre- 
kended from an enemy who were anxious to take every means 
of diſtreſſing us, thongh they did not even acquire any ad- 
vantage themlelves. The Hon. Gentleman who brought for- 
Ward the motion, had not ſtated it 25 bis intention to propoſe 
any 8 for ameliorating the ſituation of the ſlaves in the 
-  Mands; perhaps he had good reafons for not propoling any 
meh regulation. ff... 4) eo THe b, 1 
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Mr, Dundas ſaid, he ſhould have liked the plan better, if 


| it contained a ſcheme, if any could be deviſed, for renderi 


the ſituation of the ſlaves more comfortable, He was mug] 
afraid, however, that this diſcuſſion, even though it ſhould 
be negatived, would be attended with bad conſequenceg—he 
was afraid it would give an opportunity to the French (who 
he to ſeize every opportunity of wn gs by any 
means) of uſing this argument: You ſee the Legiſlature of 
Great Britain pretend to take up the cauſe. of juſtice and hy- 
manity - they ſeem very willing to commilerate the people in 
Africa, but they have quite neglected you.” This argutnent, 
weak as it was, might Nos great weight with unenlightened 
minds. He wiſhed not to enter at length into this fubject: 
There were ſome arguments relative. to the Welt Indies, 
which, for prudence ſake, ought not to be 2 apeuly 5 
| be was beſides ſure the good ſenſe of the Houſe would ſuggeſt 
to them many points which he did not think proper to itate. 
It had been ſaid during the debate, that to import flayes now, 
was to import danger: He agreed with that propoftion, and 
ſhould be very happy if it was poſſible to prevent the ſurther 
importation of flaves during the war. hat he had ſtated to 
the Houſe, he defired might be underſtood as applying folel 
to the queſtion of aboliſbhing the trade immediately; ill | 
retained the opinion which he had expreſſed three years ago; 
che ſtill thought, that policy, as well as juſtice, required = + 
the trade ſhould be aboliſhed. Every event which had oc- 
curred. Gnce that period, ſerved more and more to convince 
him of the truth of that opinion. Every event had convinced 
him how dangerous ſuch weapons mult be in the hands of 
. 8 
Gentlemen, in {peaking upon this ſubject, had enjarged 
much upon the omnipotence of the Parliament of Great 
Britain. No man was more apxious for the preſervation of 
the power of Parliament than he was, but he thought- it bad 
policy to put that omnipotence to the ſtreteh upon Trifling 
occaſions. It was .caly to make an Act of Parliament in 
WMeſtminſter; but it ſhould be tecollected, that it was to be 
carried into execution in the Weſt Indies; and therefore, in 
order to have its object effectually attained, the opinions of 
the Weſt India planters themſelves ſhould go along with Par- 
liament. On that point he wiihed to addreſs himſelf to the 
merchants and the planters particularly: It was ſaid that they 
were forming combinations in order to prevent, at any time, 
the abolition of this trade. Such policy would not only be 
injurious to the colonies, but muſt be fatal to the planters 
| themſelves; be truſted, * wouls ſee their own _ 
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and, guided by a liberal policy, give their ſupport to the 
Cauſe of juſtice and humanity. The propriety of aboliſhing 
the Slave Trade, he thought no man could doubt, and he 
thought it equally clear that this was not the period for its 
abolition. He did not mean to mention the exact time in 
which it ought to be aboliſhed, but he thought it ſhould be 
done gradually, and with ſuch an allowance of time as would 
not make it felt very ſeverely, at the period that it ſhould be 


4 deemed proper to take place. 


An Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Whitbread) had, in the courſe 
of his ſpeech, made ſome obſervations upon the Houſe of 


Peers, which ſtruck his ear as extremely imprudent, raſh, 


and indecent. He wiſhed to aſk that Hon. Gentleman and 
the Houſe, how they would feel, if ſuch language was uſed 
_ againſt them in the Houſe of Lords? He was ſure it would 

"ſet the Commons in a flame; and therefore Gentlemen ought 

to conſider what effect ſuch language muſt have upon the 
Houſe of Lords. 'The Hon. Gentleman had, he ſuppoſed, 
uſed theſe expreſſions in the warmth of his argument, and 
he had too much reliance on his good ſenſe not to think, that 
he diſapproved of them upon cooler conſider ation. 

That Hon. Gentleman had talked of compelling the Lords 
to come to ſome determination upon this ſubject. He wiſhed 
to know how the Lords were to be compelled. The Com- 


mons might paſs a Bill, but were the Lords under more ob- 


ligations to paſs that Bill than they were to agree to the 
"reſolutions: formerly ſent up ?—Certainly not. The Lords 
_ ſeemed, upon this ſubjeQ, to entertain an opinion ſimilar to 


his own; they thought this a queſtion of a very important ; 


nature, and alſo that a final decifion upon it then, would be 
not only improper, but dangerous; therefore, they wiſely 
-poſtponed the ſubject. Upon the whole, he declared himſelf 
entirely of opinion, that an abolition of the trade was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, but that it ought not be hurried on with pre- 
cipitation; on the contrary, in order to make the abolition ef- 
fectual, it ſhould be gradually brought about; he ſhould 
therefore vote for the adjournment of the queſtion for ſix 
IZ. EF td ID ot nou not ».0 nh ITS 
. The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that differing entirely 
in opinion as he did from his Right Hon. Friend, he was at 
leaſt happy to hear him declare himſelf in favour of the 
abolition, even though it were at a diſtant period, and he 
alſo was glad that his R 
admonition to the merchants and planters, and hoped they 
would attend to ſuch ſalutary advice. But he could not avoid 
. expreſling his uneaſineſs that thoſe Gentlemen who had agreed 
8 e i 
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ight Hon. Friend had given that ſerious 
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with his Right Hon. Friend, as to the propriety of poſtponing 
any determination upon the ſubject, yet had not ſpoken out 
like him; they had not declared their opinion to be, that the 
trade ſhould be aboliſhed at the peace they had ſupported 
the procraſtination of the queſtion, without giving any deciſive 
judgment upon it. e | 8 Pl 
He hoped, if the queſtion ſhould be negatived, that the 
merchants, planters, and thoſe perſons concerned in the 
_ Welt Indies, would profit by the advice given them; that, 
however, was a ſecondary wiſh z his firſt was, that the mo- 
tion of his Hon: Friend (Mr. Wilberforce) ſhould be car- 
_ ried, for, upon the moſt full and repeated confideration - 
which he could give this ſubject, both in an abſtract point of 
view, and as connected with the preſent poſture of affairs, 
he thought an abſolute, unqualified, and immediate aboli- 
tion of the Slave Trade, not only the moſt beneficial to the 
colonies, but even to thoſe perſons who were at this moment 
ſo ſtrenuouſly arguing in favour of that trade. His Right 
Hon. Friend had objected to this motion upon three diſtinct 
grounds: — The firſt was, that in the year 1792, the Houſe 
had appointed too early a period for the abolition of this 
trade. He would not, in anſwer to this argument, go again 
into all the general grounds which he had ſo often preſſed 
upon this ſubject, but he would content himſelf with aſking 
whether any new facts had appeared to alter the judgment of 
the Houſe? How fome recent events operated upon the 


Houſe he could not tell, but for himſelf, every hour confirm- 9 
ed him more and more in the opinion he had always enter- . 


_ tained, and ſtill continued to entertain. | 
The next ground relied upon by his' Hon. Friend was, = 
that from peculiar and unforeſeen events, the planters had 
not been able to procure a ſufficient number of ſlaves, in A 
order ts ſtock the iſlands, and that, therefore, a longer period 
_ ought to be granted to them. YR Ga . 
He would ſtate very fairly, that when this ſubject was diſ- 
cuſſed in 1792, he thought the population of the iſlands ſut- 
flcient, with proper care, to furniſh as great a number of ſlaves 
as was neceſſary, and he thought ſo ſtill; but the Houſe thought 
proper to allow four years for the purpoſe of ſtocking the iſlands. 


He wiſhed to aſk, whether the planters had or had not taken A 
advantage of that time given to them? He had examined = 
into the accounts of the number of ſlaves imported into the A 
Welt Indies ſince the year 1792, and he would venture 0 
aſſert, that they were more than the Houſe could poſſib | 
have calculated for, even under the idea of ſtocking” the ; 


lands, With reſpect to the import trade having been in- 


— 
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terrupted by the war, he differed entirely from his Right Hon. 
Friend; ſo far from it, that in the firſt two years of the war 
the importation had been very great; it might certainly have 
received ſome temporary interruption from recent events on 
the coaſt of Africaz but upon the whole, the trade had cer- 
tainly not declined ſince the commencement of the war. 
Upon this part of the argument he hoped his Right Hon. 
Fend would not “...... 
The laſt poſition advanced was, that the preſent was a 
dangerous time to diſcuſs the queſtion, He felt the utmoſt 
anxiety upon this ſubject; he knew that the colonies were at 
ee tender point of conſideration, and that any raſh, 
U- judged meaſure, with reſpect to them at this moment, 
would be highly perilous. He wiſhed to aſk the Houſe, how- 
ever, what was the cauſe of the danger which threatened ? 
It was.the exiſtence of that very trade which this nation, was 
ſo honourably anzious to aboliſh, . That danger would not at 
this moment have created alarm, if in the year 1 792 the 
cauſe of juſtice and of humanity had triumphed, and the Slave 
Trade had been aboliſhed; by aboliſhing the trade then, the 
— D have been prevented; by aboliſhing it at this 
time, the danger might be done away. Gentlemen, in che 
diſcuſſion of the night, did not affect to deny that ſome cauſe 
for apprehenſion would exiſt, if the trade was ſuffered to 
continue but the danger ariſing from the operation and con- 
ſequences of an immediate abolition was much greater — 
He wiſhed the Houſe to compare the two-—Suppole the enemy 


were willing to make uſe of the worſt means in order to at- 


tain the worſt object (and from the knowledge which they 
Had of Jacobin principles, there was no reaſon to apprehend 
that they would heſitate upon the nature of their meaſures); 
in that caſe it was ſaid, that Parliament would furniſh the 
in the iſlands with a ground of complaint by paſſing 
the Bill, inaſmuch as they would not derive any benefit from 
it. This was the argument on the one fide ; on the other it 
was proved, that the newly-imported negroes were the molt 
 -prone to revolt; in which caſe, as was truly ſaid by a Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr, Fox), the planters were importing re- 
From which of theſe two cauſes was the greater danger to 


be apprehended ? For his on part, he confeſſed he had rather 


furniſh the enemy with weak arguments in a bad cauſe, than 
with thouſands of barbarians to fight for their cauſe. ' In a 
conteſt with thoſe profeſſing Jacobin principles, he was more 
afraid of their force in the field, than of their reaſoning or 
cheir arguments. His Right Hon. Friend had. contended, ; 
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tat this Bill would create diſeontents the negroes in 
| 2 iſlands ; this appeared to him impoſlible, = ignorant 
7 as the Negroes were, they could not but know that the im- 
| ation of freſh . was no advantage to them; it did 
vot alleviate their ſufferings or reduce their labour, and there- 
fore this Bill could not give them cauſe of diſcontent. 

When Gentlemen found every other argument fail, ey 
had recourſe to this—* Wait,” ſay they, “till peace is re- 
eſtabliſhed, before you attempt this meaſure.” Suppoſe this 
advice were liſtened to, and a treaty of Send of of de- 
bate on the ſubject concluded on . condition, it _ at 
leaſt to be anderſtood, as a matter irrevocably agreed on, 
that when the peace did arrive, the abolition ſhould be no 
longer op oſed. | 

It was laid alſo, that the trade could not be ſtopped this 

year: If that were ſo, the regulation might be made to take 
effect the next year. Then again it was ſaid, the war has put 
a ſtop to the trade, therefore the Bill is unneceſſary. ' If the 
trade was already ſtopped, the Bill could do no harm, and it 
would have the beneficial effect of preventing the renewal of 
the trade at the reſtoration of peace. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, be ſhould have 
drought his argument to a cloſe at this point, if it had not 
been for ſome obſervations which had fallen from Gentlemen 
who attributed this motion, ſome to fanaticiſm, and ſome to 
French or the Jacobin principles. In the beft cauſe there 
might be enthuſiaſts, who would do mjury by their inordinate 
zcal. Enthuſiaſm was apt to mingle in the moſt meritorians 
_ exertions, and to puſh thoſe by whom it was felt too far even 
in a good cauſe—ſometimes to ſubject them to be miſled by 
thoſe who were actuated with miſchievous views. This was 
a Were common to every undertaking in which men 
| t engage. But with what propriety could they brand 
the epithet of fanaticiſm, the oppoſition to a trade which 
| je hoſtile to the principles of religion, to the maxims of 
juſtice, and the feelings of humanity ? Oppoſition to the Slave 
Trade was faid, however, to be connected with the ſupport 
8 of Jacobin principles. The charge, he believed, was found 
nin the circumſtance of the French having declared themfelves, 
at an early period of their revolution, enemies to all ſlavery, 
though they had contrived to introduce — ſo Exceed= | 
imngly like it into their own government. | | 
| "There could not be a more determined enemy to them than 
his Hon Friend (Mr. Wilberforce) ; but, indeed, the mo- 
tion itſelf} was in direct oppoſition to thoſe principles. The 
5 N ee of the — of man went "Oy 
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to abſtra& propoſitions. It was not ſurely leſs incumbent 
upon a Britiſh Legiſlature to ſhew, by its conduct, the contraſt 
between the wild, ſpurious, and imaginary tenets. of the 
rights of man, and the genuine prineiples of practical juſtice 
and rational liberty. It was incumbent upon that Houſe to 
take the ſpeedieſt meaſures to heal the wounds which hyma- 
nity had ſuffered from the proſecution of the Slave Trade, 
and thus diſarm the Jacobins of their moſt dangerous engine 
ol attack, and provide for the country the ſureſt and moſt © 
effectual means of ſafery. = N 
Sie William Young roſe in anſwer to Mr. Pitt. He ſaid, 
that he had attended to much eloquent declamation, but to 
argument fo fallacious, and founded on ſuch falſe premises, 
that with his perſonal knowledge of the ſtate of the Weſt Indian 
iſlands, and the dangerous tendency of this queſtion, it was 
moſt improper for him to give a filent vote. Much had been 
 faid of the queſtion agitated in 1792, and the great majority 
which carried the reſolutions for abolition at that period; and 
| 3 teſtiſied ſome ſurpriſe, that, after ſo ſtrong and 
decided an opinion given by Parliament, any ſhould venture 
their character in oppoſition to a like motion at the preſent 
Sir William ſaid, that he himſelf had equal grounds for 
ſome ſurpriſe: In April 1791, he had voted in a majority of 
75 againſt a propoſition preciſely the ſame as the one brought 
forward in 1792, and again brought forward that night. When 
the queſtion was brought forward in 1792, himſelf was, for 
the firſt time in his life, in the Weſt Indies, looking to the 
premiſes of the paſt deciſion of Parliament; and gathered 
from facts under his own obſervation ſo much to ſtrengthen 
the {ide he had before voted on, that he well might be ſur- 
priſed, on his return to Europe, to hear that Parliament had 
voted in direct oppoſition to their vote paſſed in 1791, after 
an adjourned debate, and the moſt ſolemn diſcuſſion, cloſing 
at three in the morning of the ſecond day. OO 
In the courſe of that day's debate, Gentlemen had talked ſo 
much of the ſituation of the flaves in the iſlands being ame- 
liorated from the meaſures taken in the Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons, that, as one of Weſt Indian parentage and Weſt 
Indian connexions, he could not paſs over the arrogance of 
ſuch excluſive claim. He was ready to allow that the ſubject 
of the ſlaves ſituation agitated in Parliament had drawn the 
attention of the coloniſts to the few bad men among them 
(and every country had bad men), and they had adverted to; 
and in many inſtances corrected, in conſequenee, exceptions 
0 general good treatment of ſlaves; but the general good 
N f 
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treatment originated with, and came from, the coloniſts them- 
ſelves. Old ſtories of the cruelties of the firſt ſettlers, Buccaneers 
or others, had been brought in evidence; and perhaps ſome of 
thoſe ſtories might be in part true, and a few wholly true; 
but at the beginning of this century, the ptopriecors of land 
in the iſlands began to ſend their children to the ſchools of 
the *mother-country ;z they paſſed from ſchool to college, and 
from college to foreign travel: From the ſeminaries of learn- 
ing, and from general intercourſe with the moſt civilized ſoci- 
eties, they imbibed all that the influence of philoſophy and of 
elegance, of morals and of manners, could impreſs on the 
beſt of minds; and they returned to take poſſeſſion of their 
eſtates in the iſlands, with every feeling that could dignify the 
| gentleman, the ſcholar, and the chriſtian, Hence. gradually 
aroſe the amelioration of the poor negroes lot, and the allevia- 
tions of ſlavery. A ſort of common law has ſprung out of the © 
acquieſcence, and grants and regulations from time to time 
admitted or given by their humane and well-taught maſters. 
The benevolent laws of. Jamaica, or of Grenada may be of a 
late date; but the ſlaves had before, under this common law, 
more than thoſe ſtatutes have given or could give. When he 
was in the Weſt Indies, he perceived the negroes who were 
induſtrious for themſelves to earn and have a right to what they 
earned, and to hold their houſes and gardens as a property 
ſecured to them in a manner as full und as ſtrong, as any 
peaſantry in Europe, and they were in general in a better 
ſituation than the lower claſs of labourers in other countries. 
Mr. Ottly, in St. Vincents, brought in his Bill for ame- 
 horating the ſtate of the ſlaves, two years before the Hon. 
| 1 (Mr. Wilberforce) ever mentioned the ſubject in Par- 
lament. | . 2 8 
As to the queſtion of abolition of the Slave Trade, he would 
not now diſcuſs it; his opinion was well known, and he 
never had occaſion to alter it: It was. ſhortly this, that the 
. coloniſts alone could carry any abolition into effect; and they 
were making haſty ſteps to it, by inereaſing the population 
under better medical treatment of infants, and corrected 
Morals of the negroes, and improved drainings and cultivation 
of the iſlands, rendering them more ſalubrious. Thus in a 
fewyears the Slave Trade might have dropped of itſelf, or ſunk 
at leaſt to mere tranſport of African felons : Eſpecially if the 
Britiſh Government at the ſame time had poſted conſuls on the 
African coaſt, to check the ſyſtem alleged of rapine, and re- 
duce the trade gradually by regulations. The ftrong, unqua- 
liked meaſure propoſed that night put aſide all ſuch ſalu- 
tary procedure, whilſt in itſelf it was impracticable, and at 
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Have aſſerted, that newly- imported negroes are moſt prone to 
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| the ſame time moſt dangerous. The very diſcuſſion of the 


ſubject was dangerous, and he ſhould vote for the amendment, 


as a kind of previous queſtion, ſuited to the alarming criſis 


which preſſed on our colonies in every part. A Right Hon. 
Gentleman had been followed by the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, in preſſing the argument, that the preſent was the 


molt proper time of all to aboliſh the trade, as the importa- 
tion of new ſlaves into the iſlands was an Ie of in- 
ſtrumental war and inſurrection, for the Jacobins and French 


_-miſſionaries to rouſe by their doctrines of the impreſcriptible 


Tights of man, and all their political metaphyſics. It was 
aſtoniſhing that men of ſuch talents as thoſe Gentlemen ſhould 
venture fuch-abſurdities. What ! teach a ſlave newly come 
from the coaſt of Africa, and bearing in mind the govern- 
ment and ſyſtem of his country, his-hereditary manners and 
hereditary prejudices, to Jay all theſe down at once, and ſoar 
to the regions of French metaphyſical explanation of rights 
and government? Has the new negroe a mind ſuited to ſuch 


flight? or have the French a language to direct ſuch flight 2— 


Have they a dictionary for the King of Dahomey? 

The melancholy truth is, that 55 danger to our iſlands is 
not to be apprehended from new negroes, but from thoſe long 
ſettled—from mulattoes, from free blacks, and from negroe 
flaves the moſt enlightened on each eſtate: The latter were at 


- preſent moſt loyal to their maſters, and a part on his own 
_ eſtate armed for defence; but loyal as they were, they might 


be open to the imbibing doctrines too flattering to human va- 


nity and ſelf- importance not to be heard, eſpecially if we our- 


Telves gave ſpur to the occaſion and to the argument. This 
the queſtion of this night was calculated to do: Profeſling to 


do all for the negroes in Africa, it left ſomething to hope and 


to expect for the negroes in the colonies ; nay, thoſe negroes 
could not be ſuppoted to diſcriminate ſubjects as diſtinct, 


which even ſome Gentlemen in Parliament have felt to be 


combined, namely, the queſtions of abolition, and of eman- 


cCipation. They will couſider emancipation as following of 


courſe, and ſo conſidering, they may ſtrive-to precipitate the 
matter. And what muſt be the effect of agitating theſe queſ- 


tions in the minds of the negroes at the preſent hour? —Muſt 


it not be, to be the coadjutors of every French miſhonary who 
preaches the holy right of inſurrection, and rouſes a ſtruggle 
for ſomething the negroes do not yet poſſeſs, and which we 
intimate, and he declares they-ſhould, will, and muſt attain. 
But, ſaid a Right Hon. Gentleman, Sloane, in his Hiſtory of 
Jamaica, and others moſt converſant in the ſtate of the iſlands, 


1 
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infurrection. In former times, when the negroes in the iſlands 
were moſtly Africans, little attention to the rearing, Creole 
children being comparatively uſed, every import of new 
negroes muſt Pave excited feelings and recollections in the 
minds of the Tlaves before imported, dangerous to the quiet 
and authority of the maſters. © This is not the caſe now ;— 
The number of Creoles on the eſtates muſt command and 
content any partial acceſſion of people from Africa, And 
they adopt no common cauſe with them, as having newly 
paſſed from a ſlate of freedom to ſlavery. Add, that the in- 


ſurrection of new flaves has ever been the effect of well- 


grounded reſentment, or ill- founded apprehenſions, of ſudden 


paſſion, or of fearful ignorance of their lot. | 
The dangers incident to our colonies now proceed from 
other cauſes, not from haſty paſſions, but from perverted 
minds—and thoſe minds the moſt liable to ſuch perverſion, 
are thoſe of ſlaves ſomewhat enlightened in European politics, 
government, and manners. One topic only he ffiould further 
touch upon, as affecting the negroes in the colonies, and 
probably inciting them to revolt, ſhould the Bill of abolition. 
paſs into a law. It was the neceſſity of oppreſſive regulations, 
without which the Bill could not be carried into effect. He 
had attended to the Hon. Mover's Bill of laſt year, and 
found, as indiſpenſable in the Bill, ' proviſions that no negroe 
ſhould be food on the ſeas in a boat, however ſmall, without 
ſundry reſtrictions, licences, and penalties in default. Let 
Gentlemen conſider what muſt be the operation of ſuch re- 


 Eulations, as applicable to ſmall iſlands; where the population 


is moſtly confined to the coaſt, and where for bathing, fiſhing, 
or conveyance, the people are accuſtomed to live, as it were, 
on the ſeas. Can reſtrictions to this © mare liberum“ operate 
otherwiſe than to diſtreſs, and awaken difcontent, and aſſiſt 

the argument of the enemy? Sir William concluded with 
adjuring the Houſe to well weigh the conſequences of this 
vote, and not facrifice the colonies in compliment to a mere 
_ aſſumption of ſuperior pretenſions to juſtice and benevolence : 
He would not follow the Hon, Mover and his Friends in the 
egotiſm of ſuch aſſumption ; but for himſelf, and thoſe acting 
with him, leave it to fair reputation with the world, how far 
they poſſeſſed an equal claim to character with their op- 
_ -Ponemty.*; 7 5 | | 3 


of appeal to the juſtice and the, feelings of every man who 


had a vote to give upon it. He roſe in conſequence of what 


had fallen from an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Barham) early in 
the debate, who had 2 that he heard, without doors, 
ff... ES” 


Mr. Grey ſaid, the cueſtion before the Houſe 3 a queſtion . 


that 


- 
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that certain commanders. in the Weſt Indies had confiſrated 


the properties of thoſe places which they had conquered, and 


called upon Gentlemen to bring forward ſome motion on the 


ſubject. Though not ſtrictly ſpeaking in order, Mr. Grey 
truſted that the Houſe would excuſe him for adverting to 
the circumſtance, as he conſidered himſelf perſonally in- 
tereſted. If any thing had occurred in the Weſt Indies that 
touched the characters of thoſe Gentlemen, he hoped that it 


might be ſtrictly inveſtigated, and he would pledge himſelf 


* 


that they would not ſhrink from the charge, 


| e thought it 
a poor return for the ſervices rendered their country, to have 


their characters whyſpered away, and probably. the faults of 
_ JTubordinate agents imputed to them, while they were totally 


ignorant of the circumſtances. It was probable that ſlaves 
were confiſcated in conquered fortreſſes, but this was agree- 
able to the general ſyſtem of war; and if the Hon, Gentleman 
had any allegations to bring forward, he challenged him to the 


1 but thought it ſevere that he ſhould call on other 


zentlemen, who knew 3 about the matter, to bring 
8. „ $4 


forward a motion on the buſine | 


Ar. Barham explained. He ſaid he did 2 ſpeak EO. 


his own Knowledge, but believed: that there was not a Gen- 
tleman in the Houſe who did not hear the reports to which 


he adverted. He thought that if ſuch conduct was purſued, 
it would be a pretext to France to purſue the ſame meaſures. 
He had a high reſpect for both thoſe diſtinguiſhed command- 
ers; and. was of opinion, that they would conſider themſelves 


obliged to any Member who would give them an opportunity 


of removing thoſe aſperſions againſt their character. | 
Mr. Wilberforce ſhottly rephed ; he poſitively affirmed that 
from the beſt documents it appeared that more than the uſual 


average of ſlaves had been imported within the laſt four years; 


conſequently, that Mr. Dundas's argument was ſo far from 
being valid, that it might even be turned againſt himſelf, and 


it might be juſtly contended, that, conformably to the ſpirit 


of the reſolution, the trade might have been abohſhed, not 


in January 1796, but in January 1795, by which time they | 
had ſupplied themſelves with full as many flaves as the Houſe 
had meant that they ſhould introduce; an obſervation which 
would appear ſtill more founded, when it ſhould be confidered 
that the Houſe, in 1792, came alſo to a reſolution, limiting 


the numbers to be imported in each year, though it had not 


been acted on. b Rn 4 by, 
He warmly obſerved alſo on the ſelfiſh narrow way in 


which he was oppoſed : Gentlemen talked of the diſcuſſions 


being improper at this time, of caution being neceſſary, of 


there 
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there being grounds for apprehenſion, &c. &c. and forgot 
when they were thus ſhrinking from the appearance of miſ- 
chief to themſelves, that they were coolly ſentencing a vaſt 
continent to every ſpecies. of wretchedneſs, and erue ty, and 
deſolation, . 
_ - © The Houſe divided on the queſtion, that the further dong 
fdervtivn of Mr. Wilberforce” s motion be e for ſix 


months, : | | | 
| ; Ayet „ , Ley | 4 78 | , 
508, : 7 2 61 wy uy 
Maj parity 17 
| Aﬀourne at hatf an hour paſt 7 0 *clock 


A : - 


| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 1271 i 
'Fripar, Feb. 27. 


Tb . General moved for leave to lines in a Bill. to 
empower his Majeſty's Poſt-maſter General to open and re- 
turn letters . up the 13th, 16th, and 20th of January for 
Holland, now remaining at the Poſt-offce.— Leave given. 

The Committee on the Bill for further puniſhment on thoſe 


| who ſhall be guilty of bigamy, was deferred to the Ie: of 
March next, 


The Bill for preventing the removal of poor perſons, _ 
they become actually chargeable, was read a ſecond time 
dered to be pennen and to be committed on * 21ſt of A 
nent! 

The Bill for allowing a duty on lemons, oranges, Kc. 
was read a ſecond time, and ordered to 'be committed on 
Tue ; 

Mr. Roſe gave notice, that on Monday next he ſhould 
have a reſolution to move in a Committee of the whole Houſe, * 
relative to the funding of the debt upon Navy Bills, and alſo 
relative to the claim of the executors of the late Mr. Oſwald 
and the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel. 

The other Orders of the uy. * e the Henke 
Mor to Monday. 


*—_ 


[The repgirts of the Committee of Lords on the charges i in the articles of 

| ee againſt Warren e =F wil be yr in a * 
part a this Oy LE \ HE 

; 2 . 1 — oY 4 9 . 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. pf” rica 

| dN Monpavx, March 2. N 
Tos! new writs were RI one for Wendover, 2 the | 
other for Sandwich, bo | 
. 5 | 8 1 Sir 
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— bantiaimrany REPORTS: Genin 
Sir William Pulteney moved the following reſolution = 


| 4 That at the time appointed, or to be appointed by the Houſe, in the 
areſent. ſeſſion of Parliament, for taking. into conſideration any petitions 
reſpe&ing the elections or returns of Members to ſerve in Parliament, or 
any matters relative thexeto, under and by virtue of the ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament made for thoſe purpoſes ; when the Serjeant at Aims ſhall be 
ſent to require the attendance of the Members on the buſineſs of the Houle, 
the proceedings of the Committees, except of ſuch ſele& Committees as 
hall be appointed, under or by virtue of the ſaid Acts, ſhall be from thence. 
forth ſuſpended until ten of the clock in the morning of the day next after 
the day on which a ſele& Commitee for the trial of the merits of ſuch 
petitions ſhall have been appointed ; to which time the before · mentioned 
Committees, unleſs previouſly adjourned to a later time, ſhall be adjourned. 
And all proceedings of ſuch Committees, in the intermediate time, ſhall 
de noll and void; of which ye. Berk attending e and = er 
| eons, are to take notice,” | . | 


This reſolution, after a few wards: _ the 8 of 
the Exchequer and the Maſter of the Rolls, was put and 
carried, 

Mr. T. Grenville intimated, that in the courſe of the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion he. ſhould have ſome further regulations: upon 
- this ſubject to propoſe, which, he truſted, would be thought 
_ worthy of the attention of the Houſe. _ 

The Attorney General moved, that the Bill to "able his 
Maj jeſty © to eſtabliſh a Court of Criminal Judicature in Nor- 

| fol Iſland: be read a ſecond time; which was done, and the 
Bill was ordered to be committed next da) 5 
The Bill for raiſing annuities on 2 millions, was 
read a firſt time, — ordered to be read a ſecond- time next 
103 | . | 
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY, : 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a 88 to con- 
fider further a ſupply to be granted to his Majeſty, _ | 

The Chancellor .of the Exchequer, adverting to what he bad 
ſaid on the opening of the Budget, relative to the Navy and 
Victualling Bills, and funding part of the navy debt in the 
5 per cents. which was, to allow at the rate of 10fl. for 
every 100l. capital, moved—That proviſion be made, for ena- 
bling his Majeſty to ſatisfy certain Navy Bills, c. outſtand- 
ing in September 1793, and that 1,863,000 be voted for 


chat purpoſe; which was agreed to. 

He then propoſed that 20, oool. be voted to be employed 
to repair e kee. on the colt. Africa; ; highs was 

| __ to. a | - 
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He next obſerved, that ſome arrears were due to the Land- 
| * — of Heſſe Caſſel. That ſubject, he ſaid, had undergone, 
he had no doubt, an accurate inveſtigation. The arrears were 
due on account of ſervices in the late war. it was, he pre- 


ſumed, unneceſſary for him to enter into any detail upon 
the ſubject, and therefore he moved, that the ſum of 
68, 850l. 128. and a farthing be voted to the Landgrave of 
Heſſe Caſſel for n a for ſervices in the late war with 
America, &c. \ 
Ar. Huſſey ſaid, he 20H mobended that this — had 
been before Parliament before, but he had not redd the: 2 
counts. 
- The . of the Exchegues afared the Hon. Gendemas 
that the accounts were perfectly clear, and that the wennn 
wouly be found to lie in a very narrow compaſs. e og 
The vote was then put and: carried. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the next ſi ubje&t 
tos the conſideration of the Committee was, the-balance that 


was due to the executors of the late Mr. Oſwald. The claim, 


he obſerved, had undergone great.inveſtigation, and there was 
| report of the Commiſſioners and Auditors of Public Ac- 
counts expreſsly upon the oecaſion. There were ſeveral ob- 
ſervations at that time made. Some auditors had allowed 

what other auditors had diſallowed. The balance was, how- 
ever, at length aſcertained, and therefore he moved : 


That a fam not exceeding 41 6681. 148. 644. be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty, for monies due to the repreſentatives of the late Richard Ofwald, Eg. 
as contractor for ſupplying bread and waggons to the allied army in Ger- 
many, under the command of Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwiek, between 
September 1758, and March 1763 ; and as commiſſary of bread aud forage, 
from the 19th of February 1759, to the 8th of June 1760; and as ſuper- _ 


intendant of Engliſh-and Heffian waggon Wn n the xft of June 1762, 


| to the 1ſt of January 1763." V 


Mr. Huſſey ſaid he had read the reports EE oe» 
Nr. Oſwald's executors: Some of them ſaid, that a certain, 
ſum ought to be allowed, and ſome, that it ought not- to be 
allowed; and others again, that it ought to be conſidered, 


He N like to have it explained, how that difference 


aroſe? 


The Chancellor of the CREE declared, that of the ſervice- | 
| and the vouchers there was no doubt; whenever a party had; 


in the opinion of ſome of the Auditors and Commiſſioners, 
departed from the uſual ſtrict form, they ſtated an objection 
to it merely for the purpoſe of calling the attention of the 
Treaſury + lubject.. That attention had been given, 2 
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the claim had been found to be right, and it was upon that 
und the allowance had been made. - „ 
General Smiib was of opinion, that when the Executive 
Power came to demand ſums of money in that manner, every 
account ought to be given of the ſervice, and time ought to 
de allowed to inveſtigate the buſineſs. The General men- 
tioned the account of Mr. Martin, which contained ſeventeen 
odjections againſt the claim, and was not before the Houſe. 
Sir William Pulteney ſaid, he had many years ago read all 
the papers relative to the buſineſs under conſideration. He 
thought Mr. Oſwald had been much injured by the Treaſury. 
That Gentleman had applied to him, and his advice as to 
Mr. Ofwald was, to go to law with the Treaſury, as he had 
laid out money from his own pocket, which was contrary to 
the practice of contractors, who in general keep a good deal 
of the money of the Public in their hands, and do not de- 
liver it up until they are compelled to do fo. The Lords of 
 the' Treaſury, perhaps, thought it extraordinary that a con- 
. tttactor ſhould have a claim on the Public, inftead of being 
Mm their debtor, and that might be the' reaſon why his accounts 
b were not ſooner ſettled. eee ll Bet | 5 
Z The Chancethy of the Exchequer admitted that ſomething of 
that ſort might have been the reaſon; but, undoubtedly, it 
was clearly eſtabliſhed that the debt was due. He faid, he 
had not the ſmalleſt objection that all the papers ſhould be 
laid before the Houſe, and no Gentleman, he truſted, would 
de ſo uncandid as to ſay, that where there was a balance 
againſt the Public, it was not as proper that it ſhould be ſet- 
tled, as when the balance was in the public favour. With 
reſpect to the inveſtigation of particular and minute accounts, 
þ he did not think the Houſe of Commons quite fo. well adapted 
. do inveſtigate them, as a Board of Accounts. — ESAOY 
8 Mr. Huſſey confeſſed lrimſelf to be of the ſame opinion, but 
7 he declared he could wiſh that when accounts were ſettled by 
auditors, they ſhould not be afterwards referred to the Trea- 
fury. He ſaid nothing againſt the Members of the Treafury | 
Board, but he ſhould like that accounts ſhould be only fettled = 
by public auditors. 1 BETH 5 | 
After a few words from General Smith, Mr. M. Robinſon, 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the vote was put and 
carried, and the report of all the reſolutions was ordered to 
be received next day. e BUS. N 
2 0 Committee of further Supply was deferred to Wed- 
The Bill for rendering effectual his Majeſty's Order in 
Council, relative to the warehouſing of goods which 178 
0 EE N , e em 
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rom Holland, and for inderanifying thoſe. who were cone. 


cerned in it, was read a third time and paſſed. 


The Bills for allowing excife duties on wine and ede 0 
on tea, coffee, &c. on wort, waſh, &c. and on foreign ſpirits, 
were read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time 


next day. 
The Boats” was informed by meſſage, that the Lords had 
agreed to the two Mutiny Bills, and to ſeveral private Bills. 


An account was brought from the Poſt- office, and laid on 


the table, of the amount for the laſt ten years, of all poſtage 
of letters, as alſo of franking for the ſame period. 
. | | 


nousz OF LORDS. . 
Tosspar, March 3. | 


, 78 


- counTY BILL FOR MANNING THE NAVY. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into à Committee on the County ü 


Quota Bill, Lord Walſingham in the Chair. 


Zar. Spencer peer Lord of the Admiralty) proceeded to 5 


read the preamble and different clauſes of the Bill, and Rated 


at large to the Houſe the advantages that inevitably muſt ariſe 2 


from a Bill of ſuch a natures | 4 
After a review of the principle of the Bill, which he 
ſaid, he hoped would not be objected to, becauſe ir adopted 


a mode hitherto unattempted, the Earl reminded their Lord- 


ſhips that the circumſtances of the times required every effort 
for the ſervice of the navy, and he truſted it would be found 


that every poſſible exertion was making by his Majeſty's mi- 


niſters. In the years 1792 and 1793, more men had been 


raiſed than ever had been raiſed before in the ſame period, yet 
more were wanting ; and this method had been t ought the 


moſt adviſeable to ona them, as being neither 1 injurious nor 
oppreſſive. | 

The Marquis of Buckingham apologiſed to the Houſe for 
riſing to ſtate his objections in ſuch an unuſual ſtage of the 
Bill, as any objections which might be made to it onges to. 
have been made on the ſecond reading. 

The Marquis ſaid, that he diſapproved of the tenor of the 


Bill in toto. He objected to the principle, but he objected 


more particularly to ſome of its clauſes. The Bill, he con- 


tended, was oppreſſive, and in the preſent moment unneceſ- 


fary. In all times, even from chat * the Saxons, when 
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this country was in the greateſt danger by threatened invaſions, 
there was but one inſtance wherein the uſual practice of 
' raiſing men had been deviated from; and which practice, it 
might almoſt be ſaid, by cuſtom, had become conſtitutional - 
at leaſt it was generally underſtood that his Majeſty had the 


power, and if the power, the duty (for there was no power 


which had not a duty attached to it), to command the ſervice 
of every man in this country, when thoſe ſervices were want- 
ing. To the maritime towns it was that Government had 
looked for men, and there they had found them without re- 
ſorting to the interior of the country. He might be told, there 
_ . was no difference whether we took men from the one part or 
the other, but in his opinion there was a material one; put- 
ting men on board of ſhips from the coaſting towns was little 
cr no hardſhip, becauſe they were uſed to the ſea, and their 
families were accuſtomed to their braving its dangers : It_was 
not ſo with thoſe in the interior; and indeed he was afraid, 
much as he diſliked to uſe the phraſe, that it would be conſi- 
dered as putting men for the navy into a ſtate of requiſi- 
It would have been better, in his opinion, to have offered 
bounties of different forts to. induce men to enter into the 
nvay, than to propoſe a Bill which he conceived it in many caſes 
to be impracticable to execute. Among many other objec- 
tions, he ſtated the inequality of the rates of men to be raiſed 
in the ſeveral counties; for inſtance, Yorkſhire was to furniſh 
a ninth part of the whole number to be raiſed, yet no man 
could contend that Yorkſhire bore a ninth proportion of either 
the population or the wealth of England. The manner of 
raiſing the tax upon inhabited houſes would, he apprehended, 
create-a-great deal of ill blood and animoſity among the officers - 
appointed for/that ſervice. . But what he particularly objected 
to was; that clauſe. where all perſons” acting as Juſtices of 
the Peace in the different diſtricts within each county, ſhould 
be authoriſed under this Act; becauſe they were men of quite 
a different deſcription from the Juſtices acting for the ſeveral 
counties, and could not well be united with any degree of 
propriety, the firſt claſs being perſons of an obſcure rank and 
uninformed, not requiring the qualifications. of the laſt, and 
Who had not taken the oaths of allegiance; and he thought 
much miſchief might ariſe by entruſting them with tbe 
powers granted by this BIili. 
His Lordſhip begged to be underſtood. as not objecting to 


the Bill from a with to weaken the hands of Government; he 
knew that his Majeſty's miniſters had an arduous:taſk, r ; 
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they required every degree of ſtrength that could be given 
them: His objection to the meafure was, that it would more 
weaken than ftrengthen them, and he was ſorry to fee it 
adopted, when, by the papers that were laid on the table, it 
appeared that there were no leſs than 23,000 ſaifors, men and 
boys, who at this moment had protections. Was it not 
therefore extremely iujudicious to create ill· blood throughout 
the kingdom, by raiſing the paltry number of nine or ten 
thouſand landmen, when ſuch an immediate ſupply of better 


men Was in their power? r, | 
Having dwelt for ſome time on the Bill in this point of view, 
he proceeded to confider it as a Tax Bill, in which, as well as in 
the ſupply of men, he contended the proportion was unfairly 
drawn, whether calculated from population or wealth. The 
expences attending the forms he thought particularly hard; 
he had made an eſtimate of what would be the ſum in the 
county in which he live& (Buckinghamſhire), and found it 
would amount to no Jeſs than Hool. | | | 1 
His Lordſhip next adverted to 
elauſes, ſome of which, he inſiſted, muſt be altered, to render 
the Bill clear and explicit; and concluded by declaring he 
ſhould move amendments as the clauſes were read. 5 
Earl Spencer roſe to explain. He expreſſed his furprife that 
the principles of the Bill ſhould be debated at the time of 
going into the Committee. He ſaid, that the advantage Which 
muſt ariſe to the navy by the addition of nine thouſand men, 
was by no means. ſo inconfiderable as the Noble Marquis 
wifhed to have it underſtood ; and as to the number of men 
protected by the Admiralty, it amounted- to but about four 
thouſand; the reſt of the twenty thouſand alluded to were 
apprentices, which were the nurfery of our navy, and there= 
fore it was improper to meddle with them. With reſpect to 
the Noble Marquis not underſtanding the wording and terms 
of the Bill, he believed it to be but nugatory: It was clear 
that by the words ©, General Court of Seffion“ was not 
meant the General Quarter Seffion ; and as to the Bilk he 
thought it explicit enough to be underſtood by any Noble Peer 
in ht DS Os Te * 
The Marguis of Buckingham ſtill profeſſed that he did not 
underſtand what was meant by adjourning thefe General Seſ- 
tions over to the Quarter Seſſions. VVV 
The Lord Chancellor roſe to fet the Noble Marquis right, as 
far as he underſtood the matter in queſtion; it was meant by 
this adjournment, that if the buſineſs of the General Court of 
Seſſion was not completely finifted (which was very improba- 
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bie), that the General Seſſions ſhould adjourn over until the 
time and to the place where the General )uarter Seſſions 


were held, there to finiſh the remaining part o of the buſineſs of 


the Bene Seſſions. 
The Margquis of Buckingham wiſhed alſo to know las dif- 


| ference was to be between the magiſtrates of the counties, and 


of towns, boroughs, and cinque-ports, with reſpect to their 
power in this Bill. He would, he ſaid, move an amendment 


to .that clauſe of the Bill where this was mentioned, and 
which was page 4th, and the amendment would be, that in- 
ſtead of the words Magiſtrates of Kent, Suſſex, &c,” there 
ſhould be ſubſtituted « Magiſtrates acting in and for ſuch 
borough, town, cinque-ports, &c.” - 
The amendment was Ln . Regie without a divi- 
on. | EE, | 
| Adjourned. . 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


TvrsDay, March 3. 


The Order of che Day, for the recommitment of the Bill 
for more effectually manning, his Majeſty's navy, was read, 


and, on the motion of Mr. Roſe, N to the following | 


| Thurſday. 
The report of the various ſums voted the preceding day in 


the Committee of Supply was received. 
The additional Land Tax Bill was ide a third time, and 


- paſſed. 
The Bill for rains a loan, of cighteen millions was read 


a a ſecond 5 and ordered to be CORE.” on the next 


Thurſd | | 
WINE puTY BILL, 


The Wine Bill was read a ſecond time. | | 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon ſaid, that he beld in his hand a a 


| petition from the Wine Merchants of the City of London, 


againſt the regulation of the Bill, that the duty ſhould. com- 
mence from the 23d of February. He ſtated, that it never 


Vas ufual that a duty ſhould be laid on an article, till ſuch time 
as the Bill empowering it had received the Royal Aſſent. 


On the motion, That the 80 do lie pon the 


table,” | 
The Speaker ſaid, that 1 10 Was ok . that an peti- 


tion ſhould be received by the * againſt the taxes ” fer e 
| are 8 
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| ſervice of the current year. He was not, however, certain that | Wii 
no ſuch petition had in any inſtance been received, but he 
would by the next day inquire into the precedents on the ſub- 10 
| jet, and report accordingly to the Houſe. 
Mr. Roſe ſaid, that a regulation that a du ſhould take | l 
place from the period it was propoſed to the Houſe, was no 
novel practice. The wine-merchants had received full H 
notice of what was intended, not only when their ſtock © 5 
Was taken, but ſome weeks ae to bringing forward the Wl, 
Budget. ö ; it 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that as the petition v was. not axainkt the prin- "el 
cple of the Bill, but only againſt the particular regulation, he | "th | 
hoped it would be received upon the Speiker making his re- = 
port. He underſtood that there had been no regularity ob- =_ 
ſerved with reſpect to taking ſtock ; ſome had been taken on 1 
one day, and ſome on another. The tax upon tea was not'to 1 
commence till the next ſale z—why then ſhould the wine- it 
_ merchants be ſaddled with this tax, previous to the period at EE 
which they could with propriety, charge it to their cuſtomers ? 1 
Theſe topics would, Nee be more ſuitably diſcuſſed in 
| the Committee. | 
The motion for receiving the petition was withdrawn, cill 41 
the Speaker ſhould make his report. Wk 
The following Gentlemen were choſen and appointed the =_ 
Come to try the 1 of the N of e for the | 1 
_ of Carliſle : 1 


1 e | £ . l 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
! 

4 


Hon. E. J. Ellios, chinas. 5 5 9 1 
John Pitt ey 4 W. Holbeach F 1 
R. Glover 3 Fs Gregor” | | 1 
R. Burdon, Eſqrs. . Robinſon, Eſars. +4: _.,  — a_ 
he Marquis of Tichfield Lord Morpeth 8 Wl 

. H. Addington | JI. Elliot wo = 1 

J. N Eſqrs. Ci. Pierrepoint, Pars | . 


6 NOMINEES. 
J. Aubratber | [ W. Baldwin. 


The Shine at War gave notice, that on the next Thurſday. 
| he ſhould move for an allowance to officers ſerving i in the 
| militia, Ke.. Ws 
The Bills for aba an additional duty on teas and ſpirits We. 
| were read a ſecond time, and rer to 22 damen on 280 ws 
| Friday following. | en I 
ce 


\ „ 3 1 


—— 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


- TrursDaYy, March 5. g | 3 


- The Speaker, in conſequence of a meſſage, attended the 


Houſe of Peers, and at his return ſtated that the royal aſſent 


had been given by commiſſion to the Bill for raiſing men from 
the counties, the Mutiny and the Marine Mutiny Bills, and to 
feveral private Bills. e NG on 


'The Bill for amending to: much of an Act of the 9th £4 


_ George I. as precludes relief from being granted to the poor 

at their own houſes, was read a ſecond time. „ I My" 3 
On the queftion, That it be committed, a converſation aroſe, 
in which the ſpeakers for the commitment were, Sir Willam 

Young, Mr. Hawkins Browne, Sir Richard Hill, Mr. Eaſt, the 


_ Solicitor General, &c:; and againſt it, Mr. Jolliffe, Mr. Curwen, 


Lord Sheffield. For the commitment, it was ſtated, that by 
the principle of the old Act, the poor were let but to the beſt 
bidder, that it was the object of the preſent Bill only to take 
the power which the overſcers at preſent exercifed with _ 

of 


to the poor out of their hands, in order to place it in tho 


the juſtices. _ if Rm pet | As 14 0 

Lord Shefgeld ſaid, the principle contended for by the Bill 
was in direct oppoſition-to the general principles of the poor 
laws; that the great object of thoſe” laws was to maintain the 
poor by employing them, and to encourage the erection of 


workhouſes; that the preſent Bill tended to diſcourage work- | 


houſes, and in the end would make ſuch eſtabliſhments a great 
expence to a pariſh, without anſwering the purpoſes of that 


pariſh. He objected ſtrongly to the taking out ef the hands 


of the veſtry, or pariſh, the controul of their own expenditure, 
and giving it ſo entirely to a magiſtrate often Hving at ten or 
twenty miles diſtance, not at all intereſted in a good and proper 
management of the pariſh money, but who might indulge a 
party-ſpirit, a ſpirit of patronage, or ill-meaning popularity, or 
a deſire to influence, at the expence of the farmer, or the in- 
duſtrious manufacturer. That for his part, he did not wiſh 


to have ſuch power given to him as a magiſtrate. That he. 


very often recommended it to pariſh-officers to reheve the 


poor at their houſes in certain caſes, and that he never 


experienced a refuſal.— He added, that this was not a time 


to increaſe the poor tax: That it now amounted to near 
three millions ſterling, and that by far the greater part of it 


fell upon agriculture; and he conſidered all encouragement to 


the poor to throw themſelves upon the pariſh as highly per- 


nicious, and it certainly would not promote a provident at- 


tention 
— 3 


* 
— * 
+ 


Maxcn 5. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 239. 
tention to their families, and conſequently an exertion. of in- 


duſtry at all times. | 


Mr. Eaft mentioned a fact which had come within his own 


— 
- 


knowledge, of a fever having broke out in a parith work- 
houſe, where there were thirty perſons, out of whom only 


three ſurvived, the overſeers. being afraid to come near them, 
in order to give them any relief; and added, that were he to 


mention all the inſtances of oppreſſions, which were practiſed 
under the preſent Bill, they were ſuch as would ſtartle his 


| lll EI es re IS 
Mr. Powys ſaw. no reaſon why there ſhould be any objec- 
tion to committing..the Bill, as there would be opportunity 
enough in the Committee to propole any alterations or amend- 

On the other ſide it was urged that the humanity of 'the 
pariſhes counteracted any oppreſſive operation of the old Act, 


and prevented the poor from being removed to the Work- 
houſes in all caſes, where their removal was not expedient; 


that the regulations of the new Bill would, if carried into 
effect, be attended with a large addition of expence to the 


enormous ſums. already impoſed for the poor-rates, and would 


in that way tend to increafe the number of poor Who would 
ſtand in need of relief 1 5 


On the queſtion, © That the Bill be committed,” the Houſe : 


| drided#iam bod ag . fr he 

- 54 1:4 0G 2 8 e 
Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up a copy of the treary be- 

tween his Maj 

lie upon the table. 8 
JVC _ 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee 1 the Bill for 


impoſing an additional duty on wines. 

The Chancellor of the 2 ſaid . 

that there would be any ſubject of diſcuſſion with reſpect to 
this Bill, except as to the period at which the duty was to com- 


mence. It was propoſed that the duty ſhould attach to all 
wines imported after the 23d of February, and to the ſtock 


then on hand. A deſultory converſation took place. 


Mr. Howard withed to ſtate a fact, that appeared to him 
to be particularly hard; two brigs coming up the Severn with 
150 pipes of wine, had been retarded by the ice, in conſe- 


quence of.which they would fall under the deſcription of being 
imported after the 23d of February, though they ouglit to 


have arrived ſooner. It appeared to him not conſiſtent with 


1 Be, | | ö 


— 


— . EE ee ag 


jeſty and the Duke of Brunſwiek.—Ordered - i 


xchequer ſaid, he was not aware 
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ſhould be ſubject to the new duty. 
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juſtice that, from this accident, the wine on board theſe brigs 
' The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought that exactly the 
fame principle applied to impoſing the duty upon wines in this 
predicament, as to impoſing it in the firſt inſtance upon the 


Atock in hand. There certainly might exiſt caſes of particular 


hardſhip, yet the general principle of the Bill he conceived 
ought not to be ſacrificed for a few ram gn inconveniencies, 
ps was perfectly clear that the price of the wine would be 
raiſed by the retailers, and the whole queſtion reſolved itſelf 


into this, whether they were to receive an extraordinary profit, 


or whether the advantage ſhould be given to the Public. For 
if this wine were to come into their hands without being 

called upon to pay the duty, would they ſell it cheaper to the 

conſumer? No: Therefore the queſtion Was exactly as he had 
ſtated. The dealer would be enabled to raiſe his price upon 
all wines fold after the 23d of February: Not to cqmmence the 
duty therefore from that period, would be a great loſs to the 


Public, and no gain to individuals. The duty which would 


attach to the ſtock on hand at that time, would, he ſaid, be 
pretty nearly equal to a year's produce of the tax, and he 


_ aſked whether the Public in a time of war ought to give up a 


ſum of ſuch magnitude, in order to make it a preſent to the 


"retailers? _ | 


Mr. Howard ſaid, that the wines which he had mentioned, 
had been for ſome months before contracted for at the old 


5 N If the owner were obliged to charge only the old price, 


ow mult he be indemnifed for the difference? - | 
be Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that a clauſe would 
be introduced in the Bill, enabling all thoſe who had diſpoſed 
of wine by contract, to charge for it according to the advanced 
rate of the duty. 3 or ai oY 55 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon ſaid, that it appeared to him that 
there were ſome parts of this Bill which would operate in a 
very oppreſhve manner. It was not poſſible for any perſon to 
know at what time theſe duties would take place; at leaſt it 
was not generally ſuppeſed they would have taken place ſo 


ſoon. He obſerved, tat the duty on teas, &c. was not to com- 


mence till after the fir ſale. There had been great irre- 


 _ gularity, as he underſtood, with reſpect to taking ftock in the 
article of wine; ſome had been taken on the 23d, and ſome 


not till the 27th. This retroſpective mode of impoting a tax 


Was particularly hard on the dealers, as it had never been 
adopted before. He ſtated the caſe where ready money had 


been paid. for wine ſold ſubſequently to the 23d; how would | 
it be poſſible for the merchants te recover the advance? He 
e 3% ¾ ᷣò Te 2, „ con; 
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concluded with moving, © That the duty ſhould not commence 
till the Bill had paſſed.” „ . | * 
Mr. Grey remarked that the accuracy of the perſons em- 
ployed to take ſtock could not be relied on; thoſe perſons _ 
whoſe ſtock was not taken till the 27th, would be placed in a 
ſituation very different from thoſe whoſe ſtock was taken on 
the 23d; the former might, during the interval, have diſpoſed 
of the greateſt part of their wines, and fo be able in a great 
meaſure to evade the duty, which would fall ſeverely on the 
others. He urged the impoſſibility of recovering the advance 
from thoſe purchaſers ſince the 23d, who had received a re- 
gular receipt for their money. He ſtated the impropriety of 
adopting as a precedent a meaſure of this fort, and thought . 
that no views of immediate advantage ought to induce the 
Houſe to ſanction this retroſpective mode of impoling taxes, 
which would ultimately be found highly prejudicial. Mr. 
Grey ſaid, he did not wiſh to impede the collecting the public 
revenue, but he-was afraid that upon the ſpur of ſuch an oc- 
caſion as this, Gentlemen might be hurried into meaſures, the 
conſequences of which they did not foreſee. _ ES 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer denied that this was a tax 
taken up upon the ſpur of the occaſion; it had not been adopted 
till after mature detberation. _ oe SIS 
But this principle of making a tax commence its operation 
previous to the paſſing of the Bill, was not now introduced for- 
the firſt time; this retroſpective mode of impoſing taxes was 
ſanctioned by a general principle. Why ought not the Public 
to have the advantage of that advanced price, which the re- 
tailer would put upon his commodity, upon the firſt intimation 
of the tax? It had been the uniform practice with reſpect to 
ſoap, candles, &c. and he could not fee how the mode of im- 
poſing taxes ought to operate differently, with reſpect to home 
manufactures, and an article, ſuch as the preſent, imported al- 
moſt entirely for home conſumption. He was ready to admit, 
that ſome individuals might ſuffer inconvenience; he was ex- 
tremely ſorry for it, and had taken every poſhble means to 
make the operation of the tax equal, by having the ſtock in 
hand univerſally taken on the 23d of February. That, in 
ſome ſew inftances, it had not been taken on that day, was 
true; but he ſubmitted to the Houſe” that it would be highly 
injudicious on that ground to adopt the amendment, and by 
that means materially injure the revenue. He ſtated that the 
merchants had received fair intimation of the intended tax 
that every exertion had been uſed to take the ſtock as equally 
as poſlible, and if in this there had been any failure, this was 
no reaſon why the partial and comparatively trifling evaſion of 
EY e N 
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the tax in individual inſtances ſhould be attended with the 


total loſs of the ſum which'it would produce to.the Public. 


= Mr. Rofe obſerved, that this tax could not take place until 


the ſtock was taken, and in the inſtances where the ſtock was 
not taken until after the 23d of February, the officers could 


not proceed to calculate how much the merchant had fold by | 
à reference to his books, to permits, &c. after the 23d, and 
previous to the taking of the ſtock. | oy bs: 


Mr. Grey ſaid, the caſe of taking off the duty upon wine 
Tome years ago, alluded to by the Right Hon. Gentleman, did 


not apply in the preſent inſtance He contended that the 


country dealers would be very materially injured by this claufe 
N . 5 
Sir Watkin Lewes conceived this to be in ſome degree an 


er poſt facto law, and would in many inftances bear hard upon 


the merchant. _ 5 3 8 
Other Members ſtated that their conſtituents in the country 


had received no notice of the tax till the 28th; that there were 
even merchants in town, who, when their ſtock was taken, 
were ignorant what was the object in view, and who, upon 


applying to the exciſemen, had not been able to obtain any ſa- 


tisfactory information, and that a quantity of wine which had 


been ordered to be ſent on the 22d of February, had not been 
ſent out till next day on account of the impoſſibility of pro- 


curing a ſufficient number of anime and that there were 
Gentlemen attending in the lob 


y who were ready to prove alt 
theſe particulars on oath.  _ te 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that however he might 
regret the hardſhip on individuals, theſe caſes were very 2 5 
indeed, and that according to the preſent plan, the duty muſt 
attach on the ſtock taken on the 23d of February, or imme- 
%% ͤ iht d g,... 
Hr. Fox ſaid, that the circumſtance of the duty being laid 


| vo the firſt ſtock taken on the 23d February, or immediately 
att 


er, went conſiderably to obviate any objections to the 


meaſure. What he had chiefly to ſtate was with reſpect to 


the country; even though the ſtock was taken at Eynn and 


Briſtol on the 23d, they could not on that day receive any au- 


thentic notice of ſuch a tax having been propoſed; it was hard, 
therefore, that they ſhould be ſaddled with a duty of which 
they had received no fair intimation. It was ſtated that the 


advance would fall upon the conſumers; but, in oppoſition to 


this ſtatement, he had found none fo ſtrongly impreffed with 


the injuſtice of the tax as the wholeſale merchants, who ſup- 
. the other dealers. Theſe Gentlemen ſaid, that if they | 


ad received notice to ſtop ſending out wine, till the tax ſhould 
. = 8 „ dom 
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| commence, they would readily have complied, but as the per- 
mits were given out as uſual, they were not aware that the 
duty was intended to take place at fo early a period. It would 
be exceedingly difficult for them to recover the advance from 
thoſe who had paid them at the old price, without a tedious 
and diſagreeable law proceſs, rather than ſubmit to which 
many would prefer to ſacrifice a number of ſmall ſums. It 
was undoubtedly hard that the Public ſhould loſe a ſum of ſuch 

magnitude as the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſeemed to in- 

ſinuate, but it was better that the ſum, whatever might be its 
extent, ſhould be at once ſacrificed, if it could not in the 

preſent inſtance be gained to the Public without injuſtice to 
individuals. He concluded with propoſing, as a modification, 
for the ſake of the country, that the tax ſhould not commence 
till the 24th: February, or ſome ſubſequent day, as might be 
deemed moſt equitable. 

The Chancellor of the e replied, that as che ſtock had 
been directed to be taken on the 23d of February, if this mo- 
dification were adopted, the whole of what had lince been fold | 
would eſcape the duty. 

The Houſe divided on the en of Mr. Alliant > , 
Anderſon, © That the * ſhould not commence till after * 


Bill had paſſed. ” 
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| The 8 0 at War, after a few obſervations on the mi- 
Lin and after ſtating that the meaſure which he had to pro- 
poſe tothe Houſe came by the general concurrence of the body 
of field officers, moved, „That a Committee be appointed 
to prepare an eſtimate of the charges of certain additional al- 
lowances to be made to certain ſubaltern officers of the militia 
in time of peace.“ 

General Turleton profeſſed the bigheſt regard for the militia, 
but objected to this meaſure, becauſe it appeared to him to be 
a ſtep towards aſſimilating them to a ſtanding army, to eſtabliſh 
a military government in this . and to increale the 2 | 
tronage of the miniſter. 

f Mr, Curwen alſo diſapproved. of the priveiple of the mea; 
ure. — 

After a fond words from a Member whoſe name we did not 
hear, and an explanation from the Sy at 5 the Wel- | 


tion v was Put and N ET, | 535 


z 
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' MANNING OF THE NAVY. _ 5 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved the Order-of the 
Day, on the Bill for the better ſupplying the navy with men, 


— oy 


according to the tonnage of ſhips, Kc. | 
FT he Houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 
.- whole Houſe on the Bill, Lord Arden in the, chair. 5 
Tie Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that in a meaſure of 
ſuch magnitude and importance, he had done that: which it 
was his duty to do, he had taken the ſentiments of moſt of the 
_ perſons deeply intereſted in this meaſure, and he had the ſatiſ- 
faction to ſay, he had received the greateſt. aſſiſtance from 
Gentlemen in London, as well as from many in the various 
ports of this country, who had manifeſted great fairneſs and 
candour upon this ſubject. With regard to the Bill before 
the Committee, he obſerved, that, by the clauſes as they at 
- preſent ſtood, the embargo was to continue until a certain num- 
ber of men ſhould be raiſed. The perſons to whom he had 
l | already alladed had propoſed to him what might appear, on 
= -. the firlt view of the ſubject, ſeverer terms on ' themſelves than 
the Bill contained: But it ſatisfied them better; and, after a 
1 great deal of attention to the ſubject, he had no difficulty in 
ſaying, the appeared to him to be better for the purpoſe 
which the Committee had at heart, namely, the ſupply of the 
navy. The terms were, that the embargo ſhould be genera! 
throughout the kingdom, and that his Majeſty in Council 
ſhould have the power of taking it off in any particular place, 
as, circumſtances might- require, in which, of courfe, the 
diſcretionary power was tobe uſed with due regard to the general 
_ Intereſt of the fleet, and alſo of the commerce and proſperity 
of trade, and of the ſafety of the country. He could have 
wiſhed to have no ſuch diſcretionary power given to his Majeſty's 
Council, but, under all the circumſtances, it was unavoidable. 
Lerd Hood ſaid, „I beg leave to obtrude myſelf upon the 
| Houſe for a few minutes, in conſequence of what fell from an 
1 Hon. Baronet the other night reſpecting our ſeamen, priſoners 


1 in France. © LAS | Pe „„ | 
1 From my feelings, my Lord, for the ſituation of thoſe 
1 - _ unhappy men, and from a ſtrong deſire to alleviate their mif- 
= fortune as far as I could, I ventured to take upon me, when 1 
1 ſent the Baſtia garriſon to Toulon, to propoſe an exchange of 


7 Priſoners: man for man, and. officer for officer, according to 
| | their reſpective ranks; my propoſal, was ſent to the Convention 
at Paris, and I am ſorry to ſay, a direct and poſitive refuſal 
Vas given it. Ac, months after, my Lord, upon the ſur- 
render of Calvi, Cafabianca, the commandaut vi the French 
8 , pe 
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troops of that arriſon, came with a propoſal to me, that if 1 
would conſent to aliow the crews of three or four boats, which 
were captured in attempting to throw in ſuccours, to return 
to France with him, he pledged himſelf in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, not only to return an equal number of Britiſh ſeamen 
immediately, but would endeavour, and truſted he ſhould be 
able to ſucceed,” to procure a general exchange. To obtain an 
object, with which my mind was very forcibly impreſſed, I 
did not heſitate, my Lord, to ſend him the French priſoners 
he aſked 3 but, alas! not one Britiſh ſubje& was ever returned 
by him: And after the ſeven tranſports, - which carried. the 


Calvi garriſon to Toulon, had been detained three, months, + 
they were ſent back with this indecent, and I think I may add 
inſolent, and ſavage declaration, that if any other cartels were 
ſent, they ſhould be burned immediately, and the crews im- 


riſoned. I thought it very much my duty to put the Houſe 
in poſſeſſion of theſe facts, and ſhall decline making, my Lord, 


any comment upon the glaring proof I experienced of a total 


want of humanity, juſtice, or honour in the French,” 
The Committee then proceeded through the Bilk with 


much unintereſting converſation, and the W was ordered f 


to be received the next Ll 
Ad Jonr neck 


- HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FriDaArY, Mie 8 Tn 


The Bill to empower. his Majeſty's Poſtmaiſter-general to 
open and return letters made up for the mails for Holland 
in January laſt, was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 


8 a ſecond. 


The Bill to empower his Majeſty to eſtabliſh a court of 


judicature i in Norfolk Iſland, paſſed the Committee, and was 
ordered to be read a third time on Monday, if then engroſſed. 


| FRANKING LETTERS. R 
The Bill for regulating the privilege of franking Rivet Ke 


| was read a firſt time. On the 1 being put for the 


ſecond reading, 
General Smith faid, he was ſorry. he 34: not. then ſee the 


miniſter in the Houſe... He thought that ſome regard ought to 
be had to the eaſe and convenience of the Members of that 


Houſe; he believed this Bill was founded on the reverſe of that 


idea. He apprehended that great difficulty would arife from 
this e regulation. 855 feared there would often be a2 


conteſt 
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conteſt between the poſtman-and the Members of the Houſe, 


and the Bill might become a Bill of inquiſition. The poſtman 


might come with his letters to the door, and aſk a Member's 
ſervant where his maſter was; on being told he was indiſpoſed 
and in bed, perhaps he might infiſt on ſeeing him, or perſiſt in 
charging for the letters, under pretence that the Member was 
not in town. Thus, if the poſtman was not ſatisfied with his 
chriſtmas-box, there might be no end to his impertinence. He 


did not make theſe obſervations to preſerve any privileges to 


himſelf; for it was not probable he ſhould come into that 
Houſe after the preſent Parliament ; but he ſpoke for the con- 
venience of the Members of that Houſe generally, It was im- 
poſſible, without amendment, to make any thing of tliis Bill, 
and therefore he muſt oppoſe it. VCC 
Mr. C. Long replied. He ſaid, the Hon. General was totally 


miſtaken, in applying the objection he had ſtated to the preſent 
Bill; there was no one clauſe in it, which altered in any de- 


gree the law as it now ſtood, reſpecting the delivery of letters. 


The proviſions of the Bill were, that no Member thould ſend - 
or receive any letter free from duty which 1 N more than 


one ounce; that he ſhould not be permitted to ſend more than 
ten letters, or receive more than e free from duty in any 

one day; that if more were ſent or received, the duty would 
attach upon thoſe on which the amount of poſtage was the 
loweſt: There was likewiſe a proviſion which required the 
Member to be actually at the place from whence letters were 
ſent, or they would be liable to be charged. Theſe, he ſaid, 
were the proviſions of the Bill, and he was ſure the Hon. 
Gentleman would have the candour to admit that his objection 


did not apply to them the object of the Bill was, to ſeparate 


the fair exerciſe of the privilege of Members of Parliament 
from what he muſt conſider as the abuſe of it; to this he 


thought no perſon could object and as to the particular limit- 
ations of the Bill, he thought they would be more properly _ 


diſcuſſed in the Committee. , | | 
General Smith made ſome explanation, and expreſſed his moſt 


cordial ſatisfaction at the candid ſtatement of the Hon. Gen- 


tleman, and the gentlemanlike manner in which it was de- 
livered. He was only anxious that Gentlemen ſhould not be 
ut to the inconvenience which he thought would have enſued, 
if the Bill had been framed conformable to the reſolutions 
which had paſſed on a former night. _s | ; 
Colonel Cawthorne ſaid a few words, tending to convey a 


doubt of the practicability and effect of the Bill. N 


ö * 


Mr. Alderman Curtis was of opinion that the weight ought 


to be two ounces. inſtead of one; this would benefit the re- 


— 


— 
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venue, in as much as moſt of thoſe things which were incloſed 


in letters paid a heavy duty. - Ls | 
Ar. Burton ſaid, he could have wiſhed there were a ſpirit 


in that, Houſe to give up the whole of that privilege at once. 


He lamented that Gentlemen ſhould be ſo tenacious of what 
they deemed a privilege, ina time of ſuch urgency as the pre- 
fent, when, inſtead of any qualified regulation, they ought 
rather to declare their reſolution for-an abolition of-franking. 


The Bill was ordered to be read a ſecond time on Motiday 


next, - . | 9 7 OY 

A new writ was ordered for Bridport, in the room of Mr. 
Serjeant Warſon, who has accepted of the office of one of the 
Judges in India. „ 1 | 

Mr. Fox gave notice, that on Monday, the 16th of March 
inſtant, he ſhould move for a Committee to conſider of the 
ſtate of the nation. If the Houſe ſhould grant the motion, he 
| ſhould propoſe to go into the Committee on that day. 

| CEA: WINE DUTY. N 


Tord Arden brought up the report of the Wine Duty Bill. 


Several amendments relative to the duty on the ſtock in hand 


were propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, agreed to, 
and the Bill was ordered to be ingroſſed. | | | 
In a Committee on the Wine Duty Bill, | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer propoſed two amendments. 
Firſt, That a clauſe be introduced to prevent any charge upon 
the dealers before the gauge or ſtock was taken, on or ſince the 


23d of February; and ſecondly, To enable the dealers to re- 
cover the additional duty of the conſumers, where any contract 


was made before the firit reſolution of the Committee, and no 
delivery had taken place till after the 23d of February,— 

Aged. „ 7 woes 

Mr. Hobart then reported the Bill, which was read a firſt 


and ſecond time, and ordered to be ingroſſed and read a third 


time on Monday. „ 
7 5 NAVY BILLS. _ 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Ways 
and Means, „ | 


1,800,000). of the navy debt which he ſhould propoſe to be 
funded in the five per cents. which, at the time the agreement 


was made, were about 95 or 96. This would give to the 


holders of the navy bills which he had alluded to, about 108. 
for every 100 capital ſtock. He ſtated 

lations, applicable te the occafion. * 5 
le then moved a proviſion to this effect in the form of a 
reſolution; which was agreed to. | ng 
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le 105 moved a reſolution for making proviſion for the pay 


and clothing of the militia; which was agreed to. 


The laſt reſolution was for three 'millions and an Half of 
Exchequer bills; which was agreed to. 
The e ordered to be received on Monday. 


TEA Dr. 
In a ee on the Bill for impoſiog addirional dutics on 


tea, cocoa, &c. and on ſpirits, 


Mr. Huſſey hoped that the Right Hon. Gentleman had made 


ſome calculations upon the black teas, which are chielly con- 


ſumed by the loweſt and pooreſt claſs of people, and moved | 
them accordingly. . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that it was not 


| poſſible to make any calculation without the returns from the 


India-Houſe of the importation and the fale. The duty of 
71. 10s. was but a twelfth part, he obſerved, and conſequently 
upon an article of ſuch ſmall price could bs ſcarcely felt; for 


although the conſumer ultimately pays the tax, the greateſt 


burden falls on the firſt purchaſe. For his own. Part, in a 
moment of ſuch great neceſſity, he could not perceive why 


© thoſe perſons the Hon. Gentleman alluded to ſhould not ſub- 


ſcribe their quota, when in the aggregate it could be ſo uſeful, 

and individually of ſuch trifling inconvenience, He commend- 

ed however the Jaudable principle upon which the Hon. Gen- 

3 acted, although he thought it a in 1 this in- 
ance. 

General Smith 8 that, . the tax was but a 

twelfth, the ſum of zd. additional duty on a pound of 38. tea 


Was, to a poor perſon, of fame conſideration. 


The duty was N and the Bill was to be reported on 
Monday. 


General Smith gave notice that he ſhould, on T ueſday next 5 


make a motion relative to officers ſerving in India. 


CITY MILITIA. © hes 
2 Watkin Lewes ſaid, he was ſorry an Hon. 2" e 
{Mr. Sheridan) who had made ſome obſervations on the City 
Militia Bill laſt ſeſſion, was prevented by illneſs from attend- 
ing in that Houſe. He muſt move, that the Act of laſl ſeſſion 
of Parhament for-regulating the militia of the city of London 


be now read; which being done, he moyed that leave be given 


to bring-in-a Bill to explain and amend the ſaid Act —Granted. 

The Bill for inflicting further puniſhment on thoſe who ſhall 
be guilty of bigamy, paſſed the Committee, boo: the report 
was ordered to be received on Monday. 


: 1 to ö 
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„ Monvay, March 9. 


he Bill, cnpoyering the Poſtmaſter General to open and 
return: letters lying at the poſt- office for Holland, was read a 
ſecond time. Ordered to be committed the next day. 

The Norfolk Iſland Judicature Bill Was read a chird time, 
and paſſed. 

The report of the Committee of Supply was brought up, 
and the reſolutions agreed to by the Houle, 


DU TY ON WINE, 


The Order of the Day was read for the third diag of the 
Wine Bilks +. 75 

General Tarleton ſaid, that W had received a letter from 1. 
verpool, ſtating, that the merchants there had purchaſed a con- 
iiderable quantity of-wine before the preſent Bill was in agi- 
tation, which they had intended to have ſent to different parts 
of the country, but were prevented in conſequence of the 
canals being frozen; and if the regulations now propoſed were 
carried into effect, the conſequence would be to produce a+ / 
very diſagreeable altercation between them and their cuſtomers, . 

whom they had agreed to ſupply at the old price. He had 
many objections, both to the principle of the preſent duty, and 
to the manner of laying it on. He remarked the hardſhip on 
ſubaltern' officers of the army, who were in the habit of drink- 

ing port wine, and thought, that on conſideration of the ſcan- 
tineſs of their incomes, ſome proviſion ought to be made in 
their favour. A conſiderable hardſhip,would alſo fall on Gentle- 
men in town, who kept their wine in licenſed cellars. He 
concluded with moving, that inſtead of the 23d of February, 
the 23d of March ſhould be inſerted in the Bill, as the period 
at which the duty ſhould commence. _ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the ſubject had already 
been debated, and he was not aware of any new argument. 
He brought up a clauſe to be added to the Bill, by way of rider. 
The proviſion of the clauſe was to allow the Jrawback on wine 
to all Admirals, Ns as and commiſſioned ae in the 
naval ſervice. 

Sir William Milner ſaid, that his conſtituents were in the 
lame ſituation as thoſe of General Tarleton. 

The motion was put, and negatived without a diviſion, and 
the Bill read a third 9 10 and paſſed. | 8 LN 
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KIRKCUDBRIGHT ELECTION, 


The 1 ſtated, that he had received a letter ant Lord W 
Viſcount Garlies, dated Dumfries, March 4, 1795» which he | 
defired the Clerk to read to the Houſe. 

The 8 was as follows: 


To the Right Hon. HENRY ADDINGTON. 


« Stk, IM Dumfries, March 4 4. 1795. 


& Having „ that a Member of the Houſe of Commons has i in- 
quired the reaſon of the delay that has, taken place in the execution of the 
Writ for the election of a Member ſor the Stewartry of Kirckudbright, I 


am to acquaint you, that every avenue to this part of Scotland has been 
ſtopped for theſe four weeks, by the fall of ſnow. 1 have been induced not 


to forward the Writ by other means; becauſe the Electors, who are very 
numerous, are diſperſed throughout the kingdom, and would be prevented 
from giving their votes by the ſafne cauſes that have hitherto ſtopped the 
avenues to this part of Scotland. The above circumſtance has occaſioned | 
the deviation from. the uſual rules. I . N N pardon for the . 1 
have . you, and am, with great reſpect, 


; 5 #6 Sits yours, &c. 


| x « GARLIES. Sh 
| Mr. William "GED (aid, . no part of this letter . 


any mention of the period for commencing the election. It 
onjy ſtated that particular cauſes had prevented the writ from 


being hitherto executed. Something further ought to be done. 


He ſtated, that it was three months ſince the writ in queſtion 


had been iſſued, and moved that Lord Garlies ſhould attend at 
the bar of the Houſe, to give an account of the Cauſes of the 


delay in-executing it. N 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that on Thurſday next hs: ſhould 
move for leave to bring in a Bill, as had been done in former 
inſtances, enabling ſeamen. to continue an allowance to their 
families for a time to be limited. | 

General Smith moved, that there ſhould hes hid 0 the 


Houſe, a copy of the memorial of officers on the 8 


3 &c,—Ordered. 
MANNING or THE NAVY, 
The G of the Exchequer ſtated, that two fuggeſtions 


had occurred in order to render more elfectual the proviſions 


of the Act for raiſing men from the counties, for which he 


| _ Propoſed to bring in a ſeparate Bill, 'The firſt was in order to 


, obviate the inconvenience — might ariſe from a change of 
W TR | | | ” church- 
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churchwardens, before the number of men was completed, to 
enable pom rene to continue in office, for the ſole pur- 
poſe of fulfilling the proviſions of the Bill; and the ſecond was, 
as there might ße ſome delay in getting in the additional rates, 
to enable the commiſſioners of the land-tax to advance ſuch | 
| ſums to the churchwardens as might be required for bounty. 8 
He therefore moved, that leave ſhould be given to bring in a 
new Bill, to render more effectual : a Bill paſſed this ſeſſion for 
manning the navy. 5 
Mr. C. Dundas ſtated, that many pariſh officers. acted: = 
deputy. -' : 
"The Chancellor of the See ſaid, that as many pariſh 
officers: might have entered now upon the taſk impoſed upon 
them by the late Act, any meaſure that might tend to take the 
powers given them by the Bill, out of their hands, would 8 | 
duce confuſion, _ | 
© Sir M. V. Ridley aſked, if any meaſures had been ; adopted 
to ſend the Bill to the juſtices. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that the Bill hag 
votes ſent to the clerks of the peace Si PING wy of the e | 0 
Leave Bea to bring i in the Bill. | 


DUTIES oN eus ro MS. 


The Bill impoſing additional duties on certain articles of : 
cultoms, went into a Committee. 
| The Chancellor of the Exchequer ald, that the pe ee he 5 
| hadto propoſe to this Bill were very few, but ſuch as had been 
ſuggeſted to him tobe in ſome meaſure eſſential to the intereſts of 
the revenue, and to thoſe of particular individuals in the country, ; 
which ought to be attended to, when it was poflible to do ſo 
without injuring the revenue in any material degree. As the 
Bill originally ſtood, it was propoſed to lay a duty on all oils - 
imported, but he had fince found-that this mode took in ſper- 
maceti oil; and as that might be a detriment to the fiſheries, 
which it was the particular care of the Government to foſter 
nd cheriſh as much as poſſible, he ſhould propoſe to except 
ſpermaceti oil. There was alſo another article which he ſhould - 
beg leave to except, and that was fir timber; tda certain degree. 
When he had originally moved the reſolutions for new taxes, 
of which this was intended to be one, it was objected by an 
Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him, that the tax would be very 
heavy, and almoſt ruinous to the builders in and about the me- 
tropolis. This he had ſince taken into conſideration, and had 
obtained eſtimates, which had been ſhewn to the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, and to him he then appealed for their accuracy. ¶ Mr. TH 
AM court t ſaid acroſs the Houſe Wy were ey accurate.} By - = 
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theſe eſtimates it appeared, that i in caſes where a houſe was to 
amount to the price of fourteen hundred pounds for the build- 
ing, the fir timber and batten wanted for ſuch houſe only 


- amounted to fourteen pounds. It had. alſo been ſuggeſted to 


bim that another deſeription of houſes would be greatly injured 
by this tax, which he ſhould be equally glad to reheve from it 
as far as was conſiſtent with the intereſts of the revenue; thoſe 
were cottages, in which he had been informed a conſiderable 
quantity of fir timber and batten was uſed z there was ſtill a 
_ Farther intereſt which he found might be materially injured by 
it, and which he ſhould alſo be glad to relieve as much as poſ- 
üble, which was that of the owners of mines, both of coals 
and lead. Conſiderable quantities of fir timber and batten 

ere alſo made uſe of by the owners of theſe precarious though 
valuable ſpeculations ; and as ſuch he would move a clauſe to 
except from this tax all fir deals from Norway, no more than 
ten inches ſquare.” 

Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor aid, it appeared: fornewhae ex- 
traordinary to him, that the exception as to the mines ſhould 
take place, without ſome further reaſon than the bare mention 
of them in ſo curfory a way. Perhaps the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman might have good reaſons for attending to the mines in 
this particular inſtance, and he ſhould be glad to hear what they 
Were. 

' The Chancellor of the Exhiquiy replied, that he ſhould very 
willingly explain to the Hon. Gentleman why he had attended 
to the caſe of the mines; and the reaſon was, that he had been 
well informed very conſiderable quantities of the kind of fir, 
deal, and batten, which were the objects of his exception, 
were necefſarily obliged to be uſed in the carrying on of mines; 
and as-it was in conterplatich to relieve, as far as might be, 
builders of houſes and cottages, from the weight of this tax, 
and it had been clearly ſhewn, that the owners of mines were 
obliged to make uſe of the ſame kind of timber, and would be 
equally injured by the tax as originally laid, he thought it only 
fair that they ſhould meet with equal conſideration ; Becauſe, 
though mines were ſometimes very valuable, they were, at the 
Tame time, a very precarious and uncertain'property, and being 
attended with great riſque and expence, he thought they ought 
to have weight c on the minds of the Houſe, with regard to the 
Nee of adopting the exception he had brought forward. 

The clauſe was read a ſirſt and ſecond time, and ordered to 
be made a rider to the Bill. . 

The Bill was then gone through, and ordered to by © reported 


| the next day.” e 


+ SEIP- 
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SHIP. OWNERS BILL. 


05 the Under of the Day being moved for the third rending s 


| of this Bill, 


© Mr Alderman Anderſon moved for leave to being up a clauſe - 
| to be added to it, purporting, “ That no rendezvous houſe © 
ſhould be opened within the city of London, or ny the 


county of the ſame.“ 
The clauſe was brought up and read a firſt time, and on the 


queſtion that it be now read a ſecond time, 


Sir M. W. Ridley oppoſed it, on the ground that he ſaw no 
reaſon why this ſhould be allowed. The magiſtrates of Lon- 


don, he ſaid, were certainly the'moſt proper perſons to ſee to 
the atteſtation and regulation of the matters relating to the 


men to be provided by this Bill. He aſked if the Tower 


hamlets were within the juriſdiction of the- magiſtrates, of 


. London. | 1385 f 
(Mr. iden Anderfon an wered, Nec): 52; . 


he Hon. Gentleman then ſaid, he thought it it. was very 


5 improper that the rendezvous houſes ſhould be on Tower 
Hill, which is within the juriſdiction of the Tower hamlets, 
which only had, if he was rightly informed, two or three ma- 
giſtrates belonging to them; and as the getting the men as 


ee as poſſible was the grand object at prefent, he thought 


e was no reaſon why the rendezvous houſes ſhould not be 
in London as well as in other large trading towns anale cities in 


the kingdom. 
Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor ſaid, that he was of opinion ren- 


dezvous houſes ſhould always be appointed in the moſt popu- 


lous towns and neighbourhoods throughout the country: The 


city of London was certainly the moſt ſo of any, and therefore 
he thought it would be wrong, in the preſent inſtance, to ex- 


empt it from having rendezvous houſes any, more than every 


other place. He therefore ſhould oppor the clauſe being ad- 
mittel- 

Captain G. Berkley was of the ſame opinion. He thought 
the city of London was the moſt proper place for a rendezvous 
houſe; as it was a well-known fact, to himſelf and many 
; other officers of the navy, that it was an aſylum or ſhelter- 
ing place for five or ſix thouſand of the beſt ſeamen in Eng- 


land. He believed there were ſo many ſheltered in it at this 


time, and ſaw no reaſon why rendezvous houſes thould not be 
opened in London as well as other places. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer begged of the Hom. Ge 
man to W chat 118 mode of raiſing men By this Ack 
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was very different from the common method which had hither. 
to been reſorted toon ordinary occaſions. By this Act the 
city of London were compelled to provide a body of men, con- 
liſting of ſive thouſand or upwards; and till they did fo, the 
- Embargo on the port of London would not be permitted to be 
taken of, There could be no reaſon, therefore, to ſuppoſe 
that the magiſtrates and 'merchants of the ciry of London would 
not uſe every effort to provide theſe men as ſpeedily as poſſible; 
and as to the circumſtance of the rendezvous houſe being on 
Tower Hill, inſtead of in the city, it made no ſort of differ- 
ence, for it did not relate to the raifing of the men, but only 
to the place where they were to be taken when raiſed. It was, 
therefore, immateriat where the rendezvous houſe was 
2 and he ſhould of courſe ſupport the admiſſion of the 
clauſe. . = "8 Thi 
Ar. Hufſey was of opinion, that, notwithſtanding what had 
fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman, the rendezvous houſes 
would be better in the city of London than on Tower Hill. 
An Hon. Gentleman, who was an officer in the navy, had 
ſaid that five thouſand men were ſheltered in the city, and 
thoſe the beſt ſeamen. If, therefore, they wiſhed to expedite 
the equipment wanted at preſent, houſes of rendezvous ought 
to be opened in the city. 3 . 
Captain Berkley explained. 935 „ 
Mr. Dundas ſaid, that he thought there muſt be ſome miſ- 
apprchenſion on the part of the Hon. Gentleman who oppoſed 
this clauſe. The queſtion lay within a very narrow compaſs. 
By the Act, the city of London was bound to provide ſo large 
2 number as five thouſand men for the ſervice of the navy; the 
embargo could not be taken off till this was comphed with. 
No doubt, therefore, could poſhbly be entertained but that the 
merchants and magiſtrates of London would do their utmoſt 
to raile theſe men as ſpeedily as poſſible; and at a time, when 
the ſervice of the navy, and the particular and preſſing circum- 
ſtances of this country, actually required not only the utmoſt 
activity in fulfilling the meaſure, but the utmeſt harmony alſo, 
he was ſurpriſed and ſorry to ſee the Hon. Gentleman throw- 
ing any impediments in the way of a meaſure” which they all 
allowed to be important and indiſpenſible, by preſſing any 
thing by way of mode or manner of carrying it into effect, 
which might tend to put the inhabitants of the city of London 
into an ill humour, and by ſo doing retard, if not fruſtrate 
what was ſo eſſentially neceflary. He ſhould therefore ſupport 
the chuſe of the worthy Alderman, | 54 8 
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Men 3% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, as 


Mr. Alderman Anderſon, Sir James Sanderſon, and Me. Al 


| derman Curtis, ſeverally ſupported the clauſe, on the ground 


of the privileges of the city. 


The clauſe was then read” a ſecond time, and ordered to be | 


made a rider to the Bill. h | WINES 
_ .. Some amendments were afterwards propoſed and agreed to 
in the body of the Bill, which was read a third time, paſſed, 


and ordered to be carried to the Lords. 


Sir John Frederick gave notice, that, on the following 
Thurſday, he ſhould move for leave to bring in a Bill, to pre- 
vent. the clandeſtine taking away of dead bodies from the 
church- yards. 5 PR 25 | 

2 * ++. -(*; FRANKING OF LETTERS, Ee ons 
On the Order of the Day being moved, for the ſecond read- 


ing of the Franking Bill, a deſultory converſation took place, 
in which ſeveral Members participated, both as to the weight 
allowed to each letter, and alſo the number of letters. The 


obſervations were in general the ſame as on the firſt introduc- 
tion of the meaſure. . / 3 N 3 =P 0 
Sir Francis Baring, in addition to what he ſaid before, de- 

clared, that he wiſhed that the Right Hon. the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had extended the matter to the total abolition 
of franking by the Members. The ſubje& had engaged a 


good deal of his attention, and he believed that ſuch a mea- 
ſure would bring a conſiderable addition to the revenue. All 


the letters he franked in a year, Sir Francis ſaid, might amount 
to upwards of three hundred pounds, and ſuch as he ſhould 
have to pay for, in caſe of the abolition of the privilege, might 
probably be twenty-five or thirty pounds a-year;z if every 
Member ſtood ſo ciroumſtanced, he had no doubt but they 


would cheerfully pay that fum rather than ſtand in the way 


of ſo large an addition to the public revenue. | 


Sir Benjamin Hammet faid he was afraid, that the confining 


— 


the weight to one ounce would greatly injure, if not totally 


annihilate country bank notes, and by that means injure the 
revenue in the article of ſtamps. He owned he had been al- 


ways an advocate for ſtrengthening the hands of Government. 
He believed, that in proportion as franking had gone to a great 
extent, the revenue had increaſed in an equal degree. Sir Ben- 


jamin concluded with obſerving, that Members ought to be 
very cautious how they parted with a privilege conferred on 


them by the people.. . 5 
Mr. Wilbraham roſe for the purpoſe of ſuggeſting a regu- 


lation which would be of the greateſt ſervice to the re- - 


venue: This was, that, Sunday might be added to the 
Poſt-offiee days. It would increaſe the Poſt-office revenue, 
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26  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.” lone 5 
the duty on newſpapers, and be in many ways of utility 
to the finances. Few objections could be offered to it: 

On the ſcore of the day, none; + becauſe it was already a poſt 

day in almoſt every town in the kingdom. The. mail-coaches 

travelled on that day, though they carried no mails; the ad- 
ditional expences attending it would, therefore, be but trifling. 

It had ſtruck him as a meaſure pregnant with great advantages; 5. 

he, for that reaſon, ſuggeſted it to the Right Hon. Gentlemen 

who had it in their power to make the moſt of the hint, and 
having done fo, ſhould for the preſent reſt ſatisfied with 
| having. diſcharged what he thought a duty incumbent on 
him. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thanked the Hon. Gentle- 
man for his ſuggeſtion ; and though he did not at preſent ſee 
whether it could be made all the advantage of, which the Hon. 
_ Gentleman ſeemed to think might be the caſe} he thought it 
by no means connected with the preſent Bill, but rather that it 

_ ought to be taken up by itſelf, as 2 part of the executive regu- 
lation. 

Tord Sheffield conſidered the reſtriction of franking as 2 

check upon public buſineſs, 

Mr. Martin thought it ought to be abalithed altogether. 

Mr. Alderman Curtis had no objection to its abolition. - 

Colonel Fullarton vindicated the privilege, as being particu- 
larly convenient to officers in the army, by putting it in their 
power to frank the letters of the common ſoldiers to their 
wives and friends. | 

Several other Members e their 8 when 
2e Speaker obſerved, that many obſervations were made 
which were more proper for the Committee. 

The Bill was then read a ſecond time, and onesed to be 

| committed on the next Thurſday. 

. Mr. Dent moved, that the proper officer” might lay beforc 
1 the Houſe an account of the greateſt number of franks iſſued 
# by any one Member of that Houſe within a certain period. 

Sir Wathin Lewes brought up a Bill to amend the City Mi- 
- Heia Act of laſt ſeſſion. _ | 
The Bill to render more effectual che proviſions of the AR 
for railing men from the counties was s read a firlt time. 
eee | : 55 
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Hos OF COMMONS. | - 
The Bill enabling the Poſtmaſter General to open and re- 
turn all letters for Holland lying at the Poſt-office, went through 


a Committee; and was reported, _ 
A A perſon from the Eaſt India Company brought up a copy 
of the memorial of the officers on the Bengal Eſtabliſhment . 
moved for the preceding day by General Smith. - Ordered to 
be laid on the table. OE NP? 3 ö 
The Bills granting additic aal duties on the home-made and : 
foreign ſpirits, were read a third time, and paſſed. YT ON”, 

1 34A ST-INDrA OrficERS. 
General Smith had riſen i6 order to put off the motion of 
which he had given notice, when Mr. Dundas entered. _ 
The General ſaid, that, the Right Hon. Gentleman being 
_ preſent, he ſhould then, thin as the Houſe was, proceed to 
ſtate the grounds of his intended motion. It was a queſtion 
totally unconnected with party, which concerned a large body 
of meritorious and injured men, and on which he had much to 
expect from the juſtice of the Houſe. He ſtated the griev- 
ances under which the officers ſerving in the Eaſt Indies at 

preſent laboured, to be three-fold. He would not, he ſaid, 
then take notice of the further grievances which they had (till 
to apprehend ; They had to, complain, that, after they had, 
by a long ſeries of ſervice, become entitled to confidence, that 
confidence was withdrawn ; and when they had attained a 
certain rank, which ought to entitle them to promotion, all 
promotion was withheld, In this country, there was an army 
of general officers, amounting to not leſs than 280. In India, 
where there was an army of more than 60,000 men, there 
was not even one general officer. His Majeſty had been 
graciouſly pleaſed, ſome years ſince, to put the officers who 
ſerved in India on a footing with the officers who command- 
ed his other troops; but in conſequence of the circumſtance 
that none of them could attain the rank of a general officer, 
all the advantage of this regulation was loſt to them, and they 
were liable to rank under officers who had not perhaps been a 
fourth part of the time in the ſervice; this 'was particularly - 
hard upon officers in the ſervice of the Company, becauſe 
many of the officers were gallant veterans, who ſeriouſly felt 
ſuch an unwarrantable preference 'of others, and who could 
be no otherwiſe remunerated but by rank. e 
General Smith read ſeveral extracts from the memorial of 
the officers, which he accompanied with comments on the 
VIII! . 6 0 ON 
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| hardſhips of their ſituation, worn out by the climate, by in- 
ceſſant toil, and by long ſervice, exhauſted by their ſufferings, 

_ precluded from rank, deſtitute of proviſion, and almoſt ſunk in 
deſpondency. He. dwelt for ſome time on this melancholy 
Be; dene of their diſtreſſes, and deſired that the condition of 
the officers ſerving in India might be compared with that of 
thoſe who had riſen to the rank of Lieutenant- colonels ſince 

October 1793; both in point of the length of their ſervice, 
and the hardſhips which they had endured. Under theſe cir- 

cumſtances, he ſuggeſted the neceſſity of granting ſome im- 
mediate relief to this meritorious and neglected body of men: 
It was called for by juſtice, it was called for more particularly 
by policy at a time when the French had an eye to our Faſt 
India poſſeſſions, and when it was of ſo much conſequence to 
us to preſerve the attachment and ſervices of theſe gallant offi- 
cers, who had ſo effentially contributed to the preſervation of 
our empire in the Eaſt, by enabling us to repel the inroads of 
Hyder Ally, and afterwards to conquer his ſon Tippoo, and 
prevent them from being driven by ill-uſage to take an aſylum 

With the native Princes, and inſtruct their troops in the arts of 
European diſcipline. 

He ſtated, that in the motion he was to make: he had no 
wiſh to embarraſs Government; he had endeavoured carefully 
fo to frame it, as that it might not have that effect. He was 

| ſorry to underſtand that there exiſted a difference of opinion 

on the ſubject; but he was impreſſed with the neceſſity of 
doing ſomething immediately, in order to prevent that which 
would now be accepted as a favour, from being afterwards 
extorted by force. He remarked, that there had been laid 
upon the table a paper relative to the proviſion to be made for 
officers of the militia z and ſurely thoſe who were the objects 
of his intended motion, were not leſs entitled, from their ſer- 
vices and their ſufferings, to the attention. of the Houſe, 

He concluded with moving three reſolutions : 
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1. That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that the Military Officers of the 
Eaſt India Company do now, and have for a rag while laboured under of og 
and unmerited grievances. 
II. That they have conducted denise on every oecaſion fo as to de- 
| ſerve the approbation and protection of the Houſe. | 


II. That this Houſe WI immediately 1 825 to take into ieee 
their merits and grievances.” | ; 
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Colonel Mood ſaid, that he 11 not by any means to contro- 
vert, but would on the contrary fully confirm the very affect- 

ing cn — had Juſt Wen draws * _w 1100. | genere, 5 
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had been ſo long impoſed on the officers in the ſervice of the 
Eaſt India Company; hardſhips the moſt ſevere to which mi- 


litary men could have been ſubjected, and to which they had - 


ſubmitted with that degree of temper and moderation ſo highly 
| honourable to themſelves, as well as the ſtrongeſt proof of 


their zeal and attachment to their native country. He begged . 


leave, at the ſame time, to obſerve, that he had entertained 
ſome expectations that what he had the honour to repreſent to 
the Hon. General, t the time that he gave notice to the 
Houſe of his intentions to bring forward ſome motion relative 


to the officers of India (the purport of which he declined to 


communicate), would have induced him to have deferred 
moving in this buſineſs, until there might be a probability of 
his doing ſo with greater effect than there appeared to him to 
be at that time, in ſupport of the cauſe of that very reſpeCta- 
ble arid meritorious body, of officers, whoſe intereſts he had 
no doubt that the Hon. General had moſt fincerely at heart. 


Since, however, the Hon. Gentleman ſeemed determined 


to follow his own opinions upon this ſubject, he ſhould there- 


fore take the liberty, as briefly as poſſible, of ſubmitting for 
the conſideration and judgment of the Houſe, thoſe reaſons 


which induced him to think, that, unleſs either upon the part 


of his Majeſty's miniſters, 'or on that of the Court of Eaſt . 
India Directors, there ſhalt appear to have been apparent ne- 


glect, or unneceſſary procraſtination and delay, it would nei- 
ther be juſt nor wiſe in the Houſe to interfere, at preſent, 
with thoſe whoſe proper duty it is to arrange and to bring 
this buſineſs before them. | Al CO IE 


At the time of the late renewal of the charter of the Faſt 


India Company, it would be recollected, that the reaſon aſſigned 


for not completing an arrangement for the military ſervice of 
India, was, the confidence which not only the India miniſter _ 


but the nation repoſed in the Noble Lord who at that time 
governed India, and a defire that in the formation of a plan 
of ſo much importance to the welfare of this country, the 


Public ſhould have the benefit of the local knowledge and ex- 
perience of that Noble Lord :—That the detention of that 


Noble Lord in India two years longer than what was expected, in 


conſequence of the Myſore war, and the buſy ſcenes which ne- 


ceſſarily engaged his attention during the proſecution of that war 


(the termination of which was ſohighly honourable tohimſelf, as 


well as advantageous to this country), would ſatisfactorily ac- 
count to the Houſe for the unavoidable delay which retarded the 


completion of the plan of that Noble Lord for the Indian army, 


until after his arrival in this country: That ſome time about 
e FT | the 
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ok the meritorious ſervices, as well as of the hardſhips, which _ 
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the 10th of laſt December, the miniſter tranſmitted the plan 
of the Marquis Cornwallis to the Court of Eaſt India Directors 
for their information, and, as he underſtood, at the ſame time, 
acquainted them, that ſo ſoon as he could be favoured with 
their ſentiments upon this very important ſubject, he truſted 
that he ſhould then be enabled finally to arrange and to bring 
forward a plan for the Indian army, which would not onl 
effectually remedy the preſent grievances of which the military 
ſervants of the Eaſt India Company ſo juſtly. complained, but 
place that army in future upon that reſpe*table, uniform, and 
permanent footing, fo neceſſary for the ſecurity of our Eaſtern 
empire. „ | n 
= 55 time towards the 20th of January laſt, he underſtood 
that the Hon. Court of Eaſt India Directors had taken into 
conſideration the plan of the Noble Marquis, and, by their re- 
ſolutions, appeared to differ with him very eſſentially in regard 
to the principles of his plan, which went to an incorporation of 
the Indian army with that of his Majeſty, but under certain 
reſtrictions and regulations, which were to have been fixed by 
Parliament. This the Court of Directors regarded as an in- 
fringement of the rights and priyileges of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, and therefore, under that perſuaſion, it appeared to be 
their duty to contend for them. But however much that Hon. 
Court may have differed in opinion with that Noble Lord, in 
regard to either the policy or principles of his plan, he was 
confident, that not only that Court, but that the Public, woulek 
give that Noble Lord full credit ſor the purity of his intentions, 
and be ſatisſied that, in the recommendation of any particular 
plan, he could have had no wiſh but that of beſt promoting 
what he believed to be for the welfare of his country: That 
ſince that time he underſtood the Court of Directors had been 
buſily employed in the formation of a plan for their army, 
more conſiſtent with the rights of the Eaſt India Company; 
and although the completion of this plan had been delayed by 
circumſtances unavoidable on the part of the Court of Direc- 
tors, yet he was happy to underſtand that it was in that ſtate 
of forwardneſs, as to be expected to be ready ſor tranſmiſſion 
to the India miniſter, in the courſe of a few days: That in the 
final arrangement of a plan of this very important nature, which 
involved ſuch a variety of intereſts; a plan, upon the wiſdom 
and policy of which depended not only the. ſecurity of our 
Eaſtern poſſeſſions, but, intimately connected therewith, the 
: progeny of this country; he truſted. that the Houſe would 
unite with him in judging, that it would be highlyexpedient, the 
India miniſter ſhould have a reaſonable time allowed after he 
ſhould have received the plan of the Court of Directors, and that 
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until ſuch time as that period ſhall have elapſed, it would be 
highly improper for the Houſe to interfere. He obſerved, 

that the Right Hon. Gentleman who preſides over the affairs of 

India, ſome time ago ſtated in the Houſe, and he firmly be- 

- lieved, ſtated moſt truly, that ſo far from his ever having been 

deſirous to procraſtinate an arrangement of the claims of the 
India officers, he had been moſt ſolicitous to give that very 
important buſineſs every diſpatch in his power; and ſo well 
convinced of this are the friends of thoſe officers who act for 
them in this country, as well as of the friendly diſpoſition of 
that Right Hon. Gentleman, that they rely with implieit con- 
fidence upon his firm ſupport and exertions; and have a moſt 

_ grateful acknowledgment of the very fair, liberal, and eaſy com- 
munication, which has been afforded to them by that Right 

Hon. Gentleman, upon every occaſion, for bringing the claims 

of the India officers before him. The cauſe of the” officers of 
India reſts upon too juſt and ſolid a foundation to require the 

aid of party to ſupport it; and however much tha conduct of 
thoſe officers may, m ſome inſtances, have been miſrepreſented, 

to anſwer the purpoſes of artful and defigning men, yet he 

was confident, that his Majeſty had not in any part of his do- 
minions, fubjects more loyal, more zealous, or more firmly at- 
tached to the ſuppovt of his Crown and Government. Con- 
nected as he was with many of thoſe officers by the warmeſt 
attachments of friendſhip; feeling as he did for the unmerited 
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fituation in which they are now placed, and as one of their 
friends in this country, {pecially entruſted with the guardian- 
ſhip of their intereſts; the Hon. General might have been ſa- 
tisfied,- that had he conſidered it for the advantage of thoſe 
officers to agitate their pretenſions before the Houſe, he 
would not have ſo long remained filent 3 but convinced as he 
was, that ever ſince the N of the plan of the Marquis 
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Cornwallis (previous to which, for the reaſons of which the _ 
Houſe are well informed, it would have been premature to 
have brought forward the buſineſs) there had been no delay, 
which could have been avoided. He judged, therefore, that to 
have troubled the Houſe, could only tend to teaze and ha- 
raſs his Majeſty's miniſters, and to have encouraged ill- 
grounded jealouſies and ſuſpicions abroad, without anſwering. 
any good purpoſe at home. e c 3 
The 2 of the Indian army, and in particular thoſe of 
Bengal, have a moſt grateful acknowledgment for the zealand 
_ exertions, which the Hon. General has ever ſthewn in their 
behalf, whenever their intereſts have come under the diſcuſſion 
of the Houſe ; and he alſo felt the obligation, which on that 
account he individually owed to that Hon. Gentleman. He 
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had no doubt but that the ſame very laudable zeal had prompt- 
ed the Hon. Gentleman, as well upon this as upon other oc- 
caſions, to preſs the cauſe of the officers of India upon the 
attention of the Houſe z but as he had every confidence not 
only in the Right Hon. Gentleman who preſided over India, 
but alſo in the Court of Directors, that no time would be loſt in 
bringing this very important buſineſs to a final arrangement, 
he confeſſed that under that perſuaſion he ſhould judge it both 
impolitic and unjuſt in the Houſe to interfere with thoſe whoſe 
duty it more properly was, to bring the ſubject before them, 
| Colonel Maitland admitted that this was a ſubject of very 
great importance. But when it was underſtood that a nego- 
tiation was going on between the Secretary of State and the 
Court of Directors, and they had aſſigned reaſons for differ- 
ing in opinion from Lord Cornwallis, he owned he did not ſee 
the propriety of bringing this matter forward at that moment ; 
eſpecially as the whole of it muſt be, from the nature of the 
thing, upon ex parte evidence. Inſtead, therefore, of bringing 
forward a plan under ſuch circumſtances, he could wiſh that 
the whole, for the preſent, ſhould be left to the Executive Go- 
vernment. If afterwards the Hon; General did not think that 
enough had been done for the officers, he might bring ſome 
other plan before the Houſe ; but ſurely this was not the time 
for it, nor was it a time for any inveſtigation of the buſineſs ; 
| Inſtead of good, he feared that evil might ariſe out of it. The 
_ officers in India he admitted to be as meritorious as any in the 
King's ſervice, and he wiſhed them to be relieved to the extent 
which juſtice and equity might require; but it might be poſſible, 
if the meaſure now propoſed: be carried, to lead theſe officers 
to expect relief which could not be given to them, without 
manifeſt injury to others who might have equal claims on the 
attention of that Houſe. He believed that much difficulty 
would occur in the adjuſting this matter, ſome of which he 
ſtated. He admitted that the officers in India laboured under 
one great hardſhip, which was that of their being at preſent 
| precluded from returning home; this was a hardſhip which he 
have would be done away, for it tended to alienate their affec- 
tions from their native country. With regard to granting 
them rank in the ſame manner as the reſt of the officers of his 
Majeſty's ſervice, he ſaw very ſtrong objections; it would 
_ enormoully increaſe the patronage of the Cw He wiſhed 
the motion of the Hon. Gentleman to be poſtponed, and he 
hoped that no delay would take place on the part of Govern- 
ment in the conſideration of this buſineſs ; but he deprecated 
the-diſcuſhon of it at this time, in that Houſe. He hoped that 
when the Right Hon. Gentleman at the head of Indian affairs, 
»» ? came 
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came with his arrangement of this buſineſs before the Houfe, it 


5 would be a final arrangement, not ſuch as had been adopted | 


ſome years ago, with which, if it had not been defective, the 
officers in India would not have been diſſatisfied, He hoped 
and truſted it would be founded on a broad baſis, that would 
ſet the whole queſtion to ſleep for ever; under that hope, he 
thought the agitation of the ſubject at that time improper, and 
therefore he moved, That the Houſe do now adjourn.” _ 


The queſtion being put, the Houſe adjourned immediately. 


| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wepnespary, March iI1. 


' The Earl of Guildford gave notice, that on Monday ſe'nnight 


he ſhould move their Lordſhips for a Committee to inquire into 


the ſtate of the nation, and he alſo moved that their Lordſhips 
be ſummoned for that day. —Ordered., x 

The Bill for applying certain ſums raiſed in Derbyſhire for 
the militia, to W troops, being in a Committee, 


The Marquis Townſhend ſaid, he thought the money to 


which the proviſions of the Bill referred, ought in ſtrictneſs to 


be applied to the general purpoſes of the militia; but on ac- 


count of the preſent exigencies of the times, he would wave 


his intention to object, and would not oppoſe any meaſure of 


a tendency to ſtrengthen the hands of Government, and enable 
them to meet the arduous ſituation of the country with greater 
energy and vigour. DL. TW, 3 | 7 


Received from the Commons, the Bill for raiſing a new duty 


on tea, coffee, ſpirits, &c.; the 18,000,000). Loan Bill; the Bill 
to empower the Poſtmaſter General to open and return letters 
made up for Holland in January laſt. They were all read a 
flirt F PS 
Adjourned, | 


— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

7 oak WepxEesDaY, March 11, 
The Bigamy Bill, and the Bill enabling his Majeſty's Poſt- 
maſter General to open and return all letters lying at the Poſt- 

office for Holland, were read a third time, and paſſed. _ 


— 


On the queſtion, that a Bill, granting certain additional 


duties on tea, coffee, and cocoa, be read a third time, 


Mr. T.echmere objected to the paſſing of this Bill, as the tax 


would, he ſaid, fall oppreſſively on poor families, who during 
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the hard ſeaſon which had lately been experienced, chiefly 


ſubſiſted on bread and tea. He had alſo reaſon to believe that 
the tax would not be productive. He had. another to propoſe 


in lieu, which would be attended with more advantage to the 
revenue, and in every reſpect unexceptionable. A one-man. 
cart or truck was very much employed by the merchants in 


going from ſhop to ſhop. He underſtood, that by means of it 


not leſs than fix hundred weight could be removed from one 


place to another, Theſe carts or trucks were become as com- 
mon as umbrellas (and he ſaw no reaſon why theſe laſt ſhould 


not alſo be an object of taxation) the number calculated in 


* 


If a tax of two guineas was impoſed on each of theſe carts, it 
would produce a conſiderable ſum to the revenue, and at the 
ſame time be attended with a great relief to a very uſeful ſet of 


men, who kept carts and horſes at a great expence, for the uſe 


of the merchants, and who at preſent paid a tax to Govern- - 
ment. W | | „„ 
Mr. Lechmere ſaid, he had been on every occaſion, and 

from its commencement, a determined enemy to the war; but 
if a fair and honourable peace could not be obtained, as the 
hands of Government muſt be ſtrengthened to enable it to 
carry on the war, it became the peculiar duty of the Houſe to 
take care that in impoſing taxes they ſhould fix upon ſuch as 
would bear with the leaſt weight on the lower orders. The tax 


on tea would prove very heavy and oppreſſive on that nume- 
rous but uſeful body of ſubjects, whereas the ſubſtitute he had 


propoſed for it, would fall chiefly on merchants, ſhopkeepers, 
and other opulent tradeſmen, who were very well able to bear 


it. He concluded with moving, that the third reading 'of the 


Bill ſhould be put off for ſix months. es 
The motion not being ſeconded, the queſtion was not put. 
The Bill was then read a third time and paſſed. N 
3 i nn tel 
Mr. Dent ſaid, that on a late day, when the regulations upon 
franking were propoſed, it was ſtated. to have been abuſed. 
As that charge now ſtood, it went to affect all the 558 Mem- 


bers, when he believed not above eight were to be found who 


had miſuſed their privilege, If this regulation took place, the 
be Cuſtoms, Exciſe, and other officers, would 
poſſeſs a privilege not enjoyed by the Members of that Houle. 
After ſome further remarks on the abufe of franking, which he 
underſtood, though confined to a very ſmall number of that 


Houſe, to be attended with very conſiderable loſs to the revenue, 
he moved, & That there be laid before the Houſe an account of 


1 50 
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the po agy of letters ſent from, and received 17 the Members 


of that Houſe for the two laſt years, diſtingui ing the names 
of the reſpective Members.“ 
Ar. R 
poſſiblez to prodiice ſuch an account. 

Mr. Dent ſaid, he underſtood weekly returns had been made 
in the treaſury, therefore he could not let his motion drop. 


The motion was negatived.- - 


Mr. Dent then made a motion with reſpect to public offices, - 


| which was ordered. 
The other. Orders of the * being diſpoſe of, the Houſe 


W 
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"HOUSE 0 F LORDS. 


YE more full FAT; corre Account of the Speech of the Marquis | 
of LANSDOWN in the 2 on the Duke of BEDFORD' 8 


Motion, on Fan. 27, 1795 


De Marquis of Lanſdoaun, in a very able and Aae 9 
e 


conſidered the importance of the preſent 


declared, that 
| dangerous criſis as ſo great, that there was not a moment to 
loſe, otherwiſe he ſhould. be led to-inquire into the cauſes of 
the loſs of Holland, a loſs for which this country was very 


little prepared, and which was a very different thing from the 


march to Paris, as held out in the beginning of the campaign. 
He wiſhed to know what had become of the ſervices we had 
a right to expect from the King of Pruſſia, and of thoſe troops 
ve had ſubſidiſed by treaty, for which this country had al 
ready paid conſiderable ſums of money. 


He had certain information of ſome conſiderable ſors 
_ remitted to the Auſtrians. He knew when it was paid, and 


by whom the bills were indorſed, without any communication 


to Parliament; a fact incredible, if it was not for two things, 


his knowledge of the a2, 2@, and his experience of the diſregard 
and levity-with which Parliament had been repeatedly treated 


by the preſent miniſter. We had heard talk of 35,000 Au- 
—— if money had been paid for them, where were they? 


N we not our money's worth? If the money ſent to 
Pruffia and Auſtria had been ſent to Holland, it would have 
attached the Dutch more to us, and have chabled them to have 
fitted out their navy; it would have ſtrengthened | the hands of 


Bos By an onforeſetn accident the TOTES of the friend who favoured the 
Reporter with his aſſiſtance on this occaſion did not come to hand till the 
230 inſtant. —March „ Wy 
Vor. II. Mm os e 


ang ſtated, that it would be not only uſeleſs, but im- : 
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the Prince of Orange, who would have ſhewn to the country 


the good faith and friendſhip, of England as an ally. And 
ae the Dutch deſerved all our attention; for never was ſo 
much confidence placed by one nation in another, never was 


fuch implicit obedience to all the deſires of this country; 
never ſuch patience under all they ſuffered by their ment 
to England. 


His Lordſhip then read the following letter from Lord 180 
Helens to Mr. Rich 


« SIR, © 8 . "gin Glen 1 10, 1794. 
Lord Grenville Wer received a letter from you, in which you ſtate 


| that i in conſequence of the progreſs lately made by the enemy on the frontier 
of this republic, a general conſternation had taken place at Amſterdam, 


which had produced a conſiderable emigration of the inhabitants of that 
city; and that it might therefore be expedient that ſome aſſiſtance ſhould 


be furniſhed hy Great Britain to ſuch other perſons as might be diſpoſed to 
leave that place with their effects; I am directed by his Lordſhip to inform 


you, that his Majeſty, far from being diſpoſed to aſſiſt or facilitate any ſuch 
emigration, wiſhes to check and diſcourage it as much as poſlible, conſider- 
ing it as highly prejudicial to the intereſts of the ps as well as of 
the common cauſe. 

I beg leave to recommend it to you to take every proper 1 
of making known theſe ſentiments of his Majeſty, and Oey” to on | 


| whoſe conduct they may be likely to influence. 


1 am, with great eſteem and regard, = 
| « SIR, - --. 
. * Your moſt obedient and moſt bumble „ 
4 7. Pye Rich, EVA. | | (Signed) „ 8. . 5 
| Amflerdam. 8 | : 


x 


The Dutchz and even the Engliſh fabjects, WO IR for: per- 


miſſion to remove their property, without ſucceſs; now that 


the rivers are frozen, they are inſulted with a permiſſion todo 
what it 15 known 1s impoſſible to be done; This was aggra- 

vated by the conduct of the Dutch to Oſtend, their © 
rival! the modern Antwerp! Not a cellar in Oftend that was 
not emptied, all their property was removed, all rivalſhip for- 
got, whilſt the ſame permiſſion was decreed by us to the Dutch 


under all the circumſtances of 5 and attachment. 


At any other time he would propoſe to the Houſe to in- 
quire into ſuch unaccountable conduct; but ſo great was the 
danger in his opinion, that the time did not admit of it. Hol- 


land was now loſt, and if their Lordſhips would take the trouble 


of weighing the conſequences of this great event, firſt in 
regard tc to others, and next to gs he was Ah there 
was. 


4 a © _— y 
$4 *% . „ 9% 7 
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Vas not a reaſonable man of common foreſight who would 
not be aſtoniſhed, if not confounded, at the magnitude of the 
danger impending over us, | . 
Holland is loſt, not, like Oſtend, with empty cellars, but with 
their magazines and ſtorehouſes full, the ſhop of all Europe, 
the theatre of all manher of ſpeculation, the depot in par- 
_ ticular of all warlike ſtores! It has been the opinion of the 
wiſeſt Dutchmen, confirmed by the wiſeſt men of other na- 
tions, that whoever poſſeſſes their force and influence in ad- 
dition to their own, well governed, muſt govern the 
Wort ne Ca 5 „„ 
The courſe on the map ſhews the great rivers by which tlie 
allies were ſupplied in Germany, as well as the Low Countries, 
notoriouſſy with gunpowder all the laſt campaign, ſince which 
the French have bought up the whole of the ſaltpetre at Co- 
penhagen, ſo that none remains in private hands. The Dutch 
had received a large quantity for the uſe of the State. The 
French being in poſſeſhon of theſe reſources can carry their 
_ conqueſts wherever they pleaſe, the Auſtrians having only 
Trieſte to depend upon. Add to this the proſpect of a ge- 
neral famine, which muſt affect the allies more than the 
French, who remain in pofſeſſton of the countries of produce, 
and the rivers to convey it. He ſaid, he did not know how 
we ſhould convey the money we ſeemed to be ſo ready to get 
rid of, which was the only article which can be-conveyed with 
any degree of facility. It muſt be done in bullion, which is 
no pleaſant circumſtance; we ſhall have to ſend the one-fourth 
of all our ſpecie to the Emperor, and one-fourth of it to the 
_ Britiſh, Heſſians, and Hanoverians, thus draining this country 
of half its current ſpecie. Bills of exchange will be attend- 
ed with difficulty, if mot impoſſibility, unleſs the French re- 
ſpect the neutrality of Hamburgh, which is not only attached 
to France in preference, but French principles prevail there 
almoſt univerſally ; if this will not do, we muſt go a great way 
about to Lubec, or up the Oder; and as no one can doubt the 
punctuality of ſovereigns, perhaps we may ſee the King of 
Pruſſia tranſmitting our loan to the Emperor, like another Mr. 
Hope, who has been, to his credit and honour, the banker of 
all the world: a rin %% 
As to ourſelves, the Noble Marquis ſaid, the French were 
more upon a level with us than would be flattering to ſtate; 
but when to the fleet of France we add that of Holland of 
lixteen ſail of the line, befides frigates, well equipped and well 
manned, they would become formidable indeed. In Holland 
they would find thouſands of tranſport veſſels, appropriated 
ro invaſton, whilit the ſhips of war cut off all our communi- 
cation with the Baltic and * North. This would obtige us 
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3 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [lose. 
to have at leaſt twenty ſhips of the line to PHY trade 
to and from the Baltic during the whole ſummer. Thoſe who 
4 were in Government in 1782 knew what a chapter the North 
FM $6 Seas are. The Dutch have another ſuperiority in this reſpect: 


1 They have their ports and places of retreat and ſecurity at hand; 
| i 4 ours are few, difficult, and inconvenient. We muſt add to this, 
io the probability of Spain joining againſt us, as well as the ſkill 
4 and alertneſs of the French in ſhip-building, now that they 
[i are ſupplied ſufficiently with all materials; the French have 
by their choice of attack; invulnerable themſelves, they need na 
159 ſyſtem of defence, diſregarding as they do their. iſlands, whilſt 
1 we have to protect our trade, Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South; 
bl: I be Baltic, and our Northern Coaſts in particular, 
Fo N The Channel; e e | 2 | „ 5 
1 Ireland; 2 5 2 8 
= Newfoundland; + 
1A VVV VVV 
1 WMeſt Indies, both to Windward, and Jamaica; 
oy Bow FO a V 
i Not to mention the Mediterranean and the great kingdom 
13 of Corſica, which will hang like a millſtone acroſs our 
5 necks, and what is worſt of all, a revolutionary govern- 
„ ment to combat. The power of revolutionary governments 
ij the Marquis eee e moſt earneſtly to their Lordſhips 


cooleſt reflections, as in fact it was the groundwork and key 
to every thing; it was impoſſible to compare it with any other 
government, as it was as much ſuperior in point of energy 
to a dictator or a deſpot, as they are to an anarchy. The 
deſpot and dictator are reſtrained by laws, or the remnants of 
laws, if not by prejudices, or at any rate by perſonal prudence— 
_ revolutionary governments by none. Regular governments 
like our own proceed for example by a greater or leſſer number 
of hypocritical taxes. Reſources in regular governments are 
aſcertainable, but the way of coming at them makes the difh- 
culty. In revolutionary governments all is open. The ſingle 
word requiſition renders hypocriſy unneceſſary, ſweeps all be+ 
| Fore it; property, produce, all yields: There is no need to ſtudy 
means. No comparative calculation can be made as to finance, 
with ſuch a government; the only one, if it could be got at, is 
the amount of gold and filver, which they have to purchaſe 
articles of the firſt materials they may want from abroad, 
Bullion they bought up early at a high price, and never ceaſed to 
augment their ſupply, by plunder or purchaſe, either at home 
or abroad, with laws made, prohibiting the exportation, except 
for articles of the firſt 8 This has been always their 
object, in order to be beforehand with us. 5 
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As to air paper money, no matter how much they ſpend ; 
they ſpend to-day, and take it back to-morrow, and iſſue ” WM 
ſignats ad infinitum. This appears to be burdenſome and ter- 
ribly grievous to individuals, but what is a grievance to an 
mal that does not feel it, or that thinks it impoſed by himſelf 
In a political view, paper, as long as you pn; upon it far 
the interior only, can never fail. 

The grand and only object is to put an end to this * 
tionary government. 80 far we are all agreed; but not on 
aceount of its bad logic, its cruelty, its fluctuations, its inef- 
| bejeneſs but its efficiency, its ſupernatural power. 

Once diſſolved, no country will, to guard againſt a revelu- 
tion, bring in a revolutionary government_; How then accom- 


pliſh an end to this revolutionary government? Reaſon tells 


ou a war will not do it Facts tell. you the ſame thing! 
x r inſtance, America !—the progreſs of this war as far as it 


has gone |—the repeated declarations of the Convention, who 


can allege no other grounds for its continuance. Theſe are 
undeniable facts, which prove that the revolutionary govern- 
ment is diſſoluble alone by peace and continued by war. 
| Peace once reſtored, France mult reſolve into fore govern- 
ment; in the mean time, whilſt we ſhew ſo much diſpoſitiqn 


to examine into the diſtreſs of our enemies and to act upon it, 


he recommended it to their Lordſhips to beſtow ſome little 


time upon what more nearly concerned us, namely, our own 


interior: He had had a clergyman with him that very morn- 
ing, who was an acting magiſtrate in the Weſt of ngland, 
who gave ſuch an alarming account of the ſtate of the poor, 
that he could not help, defiring him to put it on paper that No. 
might read it to their Lordihips, SEE Sd 

He read the pape: 5 n 8 


« From the commencement of this wa Aiftrefs web . in a 


nufacturing part of the Weſt of England, haue Contiantly e ul | 


ſince harveſt have made a moſt alarming progreſs. 


* In the clothing towns, weavers have been reftrifted to bi of | 


their uſual work, and in the country er women and children have 
ſearcely any thing to do. 


„The {pinning of wool by hand has failed; —— and cen bave been | 


i tried, but, for want of a market, are abandoned. 
In all the villages, with which, as a magiſtrate, I am acquainted, dhe 


labouring poor have no malt liquor, no gheeſe, no bacon, being confined | 


abſolutely to bread and water. This, — .: is not the worſt of their 


condition, for their bread is not ſufficient. or their e nah 1 8727 K 
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- « From this extremity of poverty, their feyers are all putrid; but the 
infection is not confined to villages © ff © © © VP 
To alleviate this diſtreſs, every expedient has been tried, and the poor 
rates are rapidly advancing : Yet, were the magiſtrates to grant that relief, 
which the diſtreſs requires, the farmers would be ruined, and the diſtreſs 
would be increaſed.” BS OST SEP ah £ 

Send, fays his Lordſhip, for a reſident clergyman from cach 
county, and they will tell you the ſame, except perhaps to ſome 
local manufacturers. _ 8 CVVT 

When Henry the Fourth of France formed his plan of at- 
tacking the Houſe of Auſtria, he devoted fifteen years in pre- 
paring alliances, arſenals, ſtores, uniting all deſcriptions of 
people, and regulating his finances, ſo, that he could have 
continued the war for ſix years without levying a tax. How 
great the difference of our ſituation ! It might not be prudent 
ro enter too particularly into the forte and foible of the coun- 
try ; but it were much to be wiſhed that the Privy Council, an 
important part of the conſtitution, fallen almoſt obſolete as a 
political council, for which it was inſtituted, was revived, where 
every man was on his oath bound to give his beſt council, and 
to keep the King's ſecrets. Let the King hear all his council- 


lors, let him confront former miniſters with his preſent, which 
would put their diſintereſtedneſs to the teſt ! let him hear the 
danger himſelf, his country, and his family run” © 


There was an idea which had ſtruck him, which he did not 
know whether he did not ſtand on too tender ground to men- 
tion it, but truſting to his intention, he hoped there was no 
quarter, in which it could be miſinterpreted: There was, by all 
accounts, a very lovely Perſon, as anxiouſly and univerſally ex- 
pected by all ranks and deſcriptions, as any perſon ever was 
ſince the acceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover. However the 
French may have forfeited their ancient character of gallantry, 
he could not help thinking, that a very ſlight word, Coding its 
way to General Pichegru, in which there could be no great 
. difficulty, could not fail to thaw a great deal of that ice, which 
had for ſome time paſt obſtructed Ge progreſs of the expected 
blefling to this country. He need not tell their Lordſhips, 
what great events took their riſe from much leſs cauſes ; 1" | 
Himſelf remembered the negotiations which terminated in the 
peace of 1763, took their riſe from a much leſs circumſtance, 
namely, the releaſe of the Count D'Ettaign. Their Lordſhips 
- likewiſe- knew how many inſtances there were, from the 
mother of Coriolanus down to that of the ſiſter of the late 
Mr. Charette, of the power of the female ſex interpoſing, and 
ſcarcely ever failing to ſucceed where they did, 2 A 
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the moſt dreadful feuds. Under what happy auſpices would 
the Royal ie arrive in England, captivating the two 
greateſt nations in, t 


hand! But whatever their Lordſhips might think of expedients, 
of which there were many, he wiſhed them not to let the. 
grand object be from their mind; the importance, and. in 
truth, the neceſſity of peace, if an honourable one can be had, 
The tide he was afraid was ſet in againſt us, and he was 


much miſtaken, if every month that it was deferred, the leſs ad- 
vantageous, if not the leſs honourable it would be; The 


way to make it honourable was to make it ſpeedy. He ſhould 
vote for the original motion, in preference to the amendment, 


for this plain and fimple reaſon—that the original motion 
tended to conciliate the French, as the amendment tended to 


* 


*% 


_ Gpult em 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 

„ Tus DAY, March 12. N 
This day being the day appointed to ballot for a Committee 
on the right of election for the city of Weſtminſter, and only 
73 Membe 

took place of courſe. 


+> 


- 


HOUSE OF LORDS. | 


FuI DAV, March 13. 


- - LOAN BILL, 


The Order of the Day being read, that the Bill forraifing a 


loan of eighteen millions be read a ſecond time, . 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that it was underſtood, that the 
loan propoſed to be granted to the Emperor ſhould be diſ- 


cuſſed at the fame time as the loan for Great Britain. Their 
Lordſhips were well aware, that the ſpeculation of this Auſtrian . 
loan had given riſe to much gambling. It was therefore pro- 
per, that it ſhould be as ſpeedily as poſſible aſcertained, whe- 
ther this loan was to take place or not. It had been held 
out, that, without granting a pecuniary aſſiſtance to the Em- 


perons we fhould not be able to open the next campaign with 
rilliancy or effect. It was therefore of conſequence” to know 


whether we were, indeed, to have the advantage of his co- 


| operation. 


e world at one and the ſame moment, | 

converting the Ca Ira's and the Marſeillois March, into hymns 

for peace, and EDN, with cornucopias &c. &c. &c. in her 
2 


. 
1 922 
- , 
e 
Id 
* 
e e EDS: 


—— eo ed 
Wa 


s. being preſent at four o'clock, an adjournment. 
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operation. In this critical ſituation of the country, when one 


. misfortune was treading on the heels of another, and when 
every day added ſomething to the gloomineſs of the proſpect, 


it was material to know what was our ground of hope from 
freſh meaſures, and what was the quarter on which we could 
depend for aſſiſtance. This being the caſe, he ſhould take the 


liberty to aſk the Noble Secretary whom he ſaw in his place, 


whether or not the loan was to be granted to the Emperor, and 
whether we were to expect the benefit of his co-operation in 
%“ ä 975 
Lord Grenvilie ſaid, that formerly the loan had come before 


the Hduſe in conſequence of a meſſage from his Majeſty, In 


that meſſage his Majeſty informed them that as ſoon as the 
ements with the Emperor were finally ſettled, he ſnould 


e 
take the earlieſt opportunity of communicating them to the 


Houfe. That communication he had not yet been authoriſed to 


make, and in this ſituation he did not conceive himſelf bound 


to reply farther to the queſtions of the Noble Lord. | 

T he Earl of Lauderdale (aid, that from this he was to under- 
ſtand that the arrangements with the Emperor were not 

et finally ſettled. This being the cafe, he called upon the 

Houſe and the Public to reflect in what ſituation the country 
was placed, when at a period fo near the commencement of 
the campaign, we were ignorant whether we were to have any 
eo-operation, or what were the means by which we were to 
carry on the war. os war gp Inn Wn Oo 
The Bill was read a ſecond time. 

cl WIE DUTY BILL, i). 

On the queſtion, that the Wine Bill be read a ſecond time, 
Tord Lauderdale ſaid, that this Bill carried with it a certain 
degree of injuſtice, which he found it his duty to oppoſe— this 


Bill had on the community the effect of an ex pol facto law, 
which operated very ſeverely both on the merchants and pur- 


chaſers of that commodity; the duty on wine ought not to 
take place until after the Royal Aſſent was given to the Bill, 
as was the caſe with reſpect to tea, coffee, &c.—But here the 
people-were taken by ſurpriſe, and the additional duty impoſed 
a conſiderable time previous to the paſſing of the Bill. | 
It was a well-known fact, that conſiderable quantities of 
wine were bought previous to the 23d of February; the price 
was ſettled and agreed for, and perhaps paid too, but owing to 
the ſeverity of the weather it became impoſhble to remove it 
from the licenſed cellars; it would therefore become a ſubject 
of litigation between the ſellers and the purchaſers which of 
them was to pay the additional duty. It was not politic, he 
| | Ns | maintained, 


he 


Max cn 13, ] -w 
maintained, in abe preſent eritical ſtate of the nation, to irri- 


tate the ſubjects on whom we were obliged to lay pretty heavy 
burdens; nor did he think that the gains would compenſate _ 
for the diſſatis faction it would create. There was, the Noble 
Earl obſerved, beſides this, another inconvenience attending 
the unuſual period of impoſing this additional duty, vi. that 
hea purchaſed a ſingle pipe of wine 
for their own conſumption, which, though paid for, they were 
obliged to keep at the merchant's cellar, as their own was not 
adapted for the reception of it: It was therefore taking a mean 
and pitiful advantage of thoſe private individuals to ſubject 
them to the effect of ſuch an ex pop facto law: It could ſerve 


many private individuals 


no good end, and would only tend to irritate the community, 


againſt Which, at the prefent period, we ought to be guarded. 
His Lordſhip obſerved, that the ſeſſion was not ſo far advanced 
that their Lordſhips might not, if they did not chooſeto add an 
amendment, ſend the Bill into a Committee, and frame anew 


One. 


Lord Grenville ſaid, that though he approved mak of 4 5 


the Noble Earl ſaid, ſtill heemuſt- beg leave to differ with him 


in the main point, It muſt be matter of conſolation to every 


Noble Lord, that when ſo large a ſum was wanted to pay the 
intereſt of the money to be raiſed, for the ſervice'of the year, 


a ſingle article of luxury could be found from which fo con- 


ſiderable a ſhare of the whole could be obtained, as the tax on 


wine promiſed to yield, His Lordſhip ſaid, that he was well 


aſſured, that every precaution had been uſed by his Majeſty's 
miniſters, in giving fair information to the trader of this tax, 


and that, if it had not affixed a certain early day for the 
duty, the revenue, and conſequently the Public, muſt be con- 
ſiderable loſers. It would have been practically eaſy for the 
rich to have purchaſed conſiderable quantities of wine, by 
which means, the revenue would be conſiderably diminiſhed. 
He thought it, therefore, wiſe and politic, to tax it at a certain 


effect. 


The Bill was read a ſecond time and committed, together 


with the other revenue Bills. 
The other orders of the day 1 Tu diſpoſe W the Houſe 
n 


* 


© HOUSE OF COMMONS. 1 
. . Friar, March 13. 


There vhs only 73 Members preſent, i four 0 relock an 


adjournment of courſe took place. 
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day, in order to give the tax its moſt beneficiat and equitabls 
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| either with the Norfolk Iſland ] udicatore Bills, v were read a 
third time and paſſed. | 


ad journed. 


— 


HOUSE OF LRS. 
| Sarunnar, March 14. 
„The Wine, 8 and Britiſh Spirits, Tea and Coffee, to- 


Their SOOT then 8 till 1 Monday, 


Do | OF COMMONS. 
: SATURDAY, March 14. 


De Speaker came down to the Houſe, but Sndiog not a © ſuf. 
ficient number to WIEN. to fem a W at the uſual , | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monvpay, March 16. 


The Royal Aſſent was given, by commiſſion, to the Loan 
Bill, the Foreign Wine, Foreign Spirits, Britiſn Spirits, and 
Tea, Coffee, and Cocoa duty Bills, and the Dutch Letter Bill ; : 
together with nine other Bills, moſtly private ones. 

The Commiſſioners who ſat were the Lord Chancellor, the 
W of e and the Earl of Manefigld. SR 


HOUSE OF - aha” $7. 
Moxpax, March 16. 


The following is a liſt of the 98 ballotted t. to ey 
the queſtion of the Right of * for the 585 and "+ pag 
of Weſtminſter : 

Hon. H. We Sheen 
Tho. Eaſtcourt, Ae 1 8. Porter, Eſg. 
J. Walwyn, Eſq. 3 J. R. Birch, Eſq. 5 
H. Howard, Eſq. Lord Portcheſter 
D. North, Eſq. 1 Sir W. Heathcote 
Sir T. Gaſcoyne, Bart. R. Wood, Eſq. 
F. Dickins, Eſq. J Charles Dundas, Eſq- 
Hon. J. T. Townſhend, I R. J. Buxton, Eſq. 


Two new writs were ordered, one for the county of Caer- 
narvon, another for che borough 1 Eaſtloe. | 


IN | 15 | 


* 
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Mr. Fox obſerved, that owing to the circumſtance of there 


not having been a Houſe formed for ſome days; he had not had 


an opportunity of poſtponing his motion, if he had been ſo 


diſpoſed. It was doubtful whether the Houſe would have 
been full that day, and therefore he had come to a determi- 
nation not to bring it forward at preſent, and as ſome further 
notice was neceſfaty, he begged to be underſtood as intending 
to bring it forward to-morrow fe*nnight. _ uh | 

General Smith moved, that the memorial relative to the 
officers in India, then on the table of the Houſe, be printed. 
Ordered. Vo | 


Te Houſe having, on the motion of the Chancelhr of the 


Exchequer, tefolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, 
The Secretary at War moved a refolution, the ſubſtance of 
which was, That an allowance be made to ſubaltern officers, 
in certain caſes, in time of peace.” —Agreed to; report to be 
received next dax. Ee er ers 1 Rs | 
The Houſe agreed to take the Bill for regulating the Frank- 
ing of Letters into further conſideration on Thurſday next. 
SEAMENS FAMILIES. — 


: Mr. Secretary Dundas reminded the Houſe that he had (ome 


time ſince given notice that he ſhould have a motion to bring 


forward, relative to the payment of the wages of ſeamen, and 
for allowing them more power than they had at preſent to ap- 
propriate part of their pay to their relatives. It was necefſar 

for him to enter into the detail of the ſubject then, becauſe 
other opportunities ſhould be had for diſcuſſing it, if necefſary. 
He believed there was no difference of opinion on the principle 
of the Bill which he intended to move for leave to bring in. 
The firſt and great foundation of the meaſure arofe out of the 
power that was proper to be given to a ſeaman in regard to al- 
lowing a part of his wages to his relative in his abſence. By 
Mr. Grenville's Bill, which had paſſed ſome years ago, à ſea- 


man, having been in the ſervice for 12 months, was allewed 


to give 6 months of his wages to his wife. Sinee that 
time this principle had been extended, and it had been follow- 


ed by very beneficial effects; he was therefore of opinion that 


there ſhould be a further extenſion ſtil]. Some diffieulties had, 


he ſaid, been ſtated to him in this buſineſs. When they were 


ſtated to him, he owned they did not make much impreſion 
on him; on account of the reſpectability of the perſons how 
ever who ſtated them, he deferred the ſubject for ſome time, 
in order to revolve the whole in his mind. He had done fo ; 
and the reſult was, that he was firmly of opinion, no danger 
would attend the meaſure which he had to propoſe. The out- 
1 — W Nn 2 line 
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line of the Bill he intended to N was, that a ſea- 
man ſhall be empowered to allow, 


abſence, were made in favour of the mother ; 


- 


| [Commons, 


letter of attorney, one 
half of his wages to his wife during 12 abſence. Moſt of the 
wills and powers of the ſeamen, to receive their wages in their 
= thought 
that the power might be either to the wife or the mother, ac - 
cording to the ſeaman's choice, In the event of a ſeaman hav- 
ing no wife, it was intended that he ſhould be allowed to con- 
tinue payment of part of his wages to any of his children for a 
certain time, and up to a certain age. When theſe things were 
properly regulated, the power obs given to ſeamen over their 
wages, in their abſence from their friends, would, he believed, 
be as near to perfection as the nature of the thing was capable 


of admitting. Something of this nature was much wanted, 


the inconvenience under which the ſeamen often laboured, 


being almoſt unbounded]; and the good effects which had fol- 
lowed the power already given to the ſailors in this reſpect, as 


far as it went, were ſo manifeſt, that he had the beſt encou- 
ragement to enlarge it. Upon theſe grounds Mr. Dundas 
moved for leave to bring in a Bill to enable ſeamen to make 
proviſion for their families during their abſence.—Granted. 
- He ſtated that a ſimilar meaſure was propoſed to be extended 
to Ireland. Tie] Sil FF . 
Captain Berkeley adverted to a petition which had been pre- 


ſented ſome time ago on behalf of the innkeepers. He wiſhed 


to be informed what ſtage the object of it was in at preſent. 
He was led to do this in conſequence of an advertiſement 
which he ſaw in a newſpaper, by which he learnt that the inn- 
keepers had met at the Globe Tavern, and had come to a reſo- 
lution to commit extortion on the Public; they had reſolved 
to raiſe the price of poſt-horſes in the kingdom. This he 
thought improper while their petition was before that Houſe, 
and he wiſhed to know whether there could not be a regula- 
tion of charges for poſt-horſes. . 1 


Mr. Mainwaring ſaid, he preſented the petition Mladed to; 


it was referred to a Committee, and they had made their report 
upon it, and there the buſineſs for the preſent reſted. He had 
made application to the Secretary at War, who faid he ſhould 
be ready to have ſome converſation on the ſubject on Wed- 
neſday. | on ee note 
2 Je Speaker ſaid, the converſation was not regular, -as there 
was no. queſtion before the Houſe.  _ 3 
Ar. Huſſey ſaid, he could not make any diſcrimination with 
regard to the innkeepers, for he thought that all ranks of them 
had ſuffered greatly. If they raiſed-the poſtage of their horſes, 
he was likely to feel it, for he trayelled a good deal; es 
V NE N not 


* a 
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not, for all that, think of ſanctioning the idea of regulating 


the price of the poſtage, of. horſes in that Houſe. Could the 


Houſe think of countenancing ſuch a principle as that of inter- 
fering with the price of a marketable article? If they did, they 
would deſtroy the ſpring on which ſuch buſineſs was carried on, 


namely, competition. Matters of this kind ſhould be always 
left to find their own level. If innkeepers charged too high! 
a price for their poſt-horſes, travellers would find out ſome other 
mode of travelling. | 


Captain Berkeley ſaid, that water-carriage and carriage in 
hackney- coaches had been regulated by Parliament. Xz 
The Bill for an additional duty on different articles at the 


1 cuſtoms, was ordered to be read a third time on Wedneſday, if 


* 


xchequer Loan Bills were ordered to be committed 


next dag 


then 1 8 £ 
The 


The Newfoundland Judicature, and. the American Inter- 


courſe Bills were read a ſecond time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted next day. . | | 


—— 


Adjourned.  _ 171 44 


- HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Touxspx, March 17. _ 
_ ' READING PAVING BILL, | 


1 i T le Earl of Caernarvon roſe to oppoſe the ſecond reading of the 
Reading Paving Bill; it was, his Lordſhip contended, brought | 


into the Houſe of Commons in a ſurreptitious and clandeſtine 
manner, and under a falſe title, for though the Bill was in 
its general name entitled, “ The Reading Paving Bill,” till 


there were certain clauſes in it giving ſanCtion to a Sunday 
tax on the highway, to be raiſed for the purpoſe of paving, 
lighting, and beautifying the town of Reading.—This his 
| Lordſhip conceived to be a ſpecies of highway robbery on the 


paſſenger, which he could never be brought to approve of; the 
paſſenger from London to Bath muſt neceflarily go that way, 
and he could not ſge why he ſhould be laid under contribution 
to light and ornament a town in which he was no way in- 


tereſted; beſides, the money thus raiſed, was not applied to 
the purpoſe intended, viz. paving or repairing the great road, 


but was laid out on parts of that town which the traveller 


43 


Sir Vatlin Lewes moved that the Bill to explain and amend 
the London, Militia Bill be read a ſecond time on Thurſ- 
day. Orderec. 5 „ 5 
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WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. © [Lon 53. 
was under no neceſſity of paſſing through. He had no ob- 
jection, he faid, to its being a Sunday tax; on the contrary, 

e wiſhed that all Sunday taxes were double; but the traveller 
who paid his money on Sunday ought to profit by it on Mon- 
day, by having it laid out on the purpoſe intended, viz. in pay- 
ing or repairing the main road, on which he was to travel, 
and not to have it applied to beautifying and ornamenting 
thoſe parts of the town with which he had nothing to do 
He maintained that the precedent was dangerous, and, if once 
eſtabliſhed, he ſhould not be ſurpriſed to find bills brought 
into Parliament for raiſing ſimilar taxes all over the kingdom; 

nor ſhould he, if ſuch bills were encouraged, be ſurpriſed to 
fee the public roads from London to the Land's End on the 
one hand, and to the Orkneys on the other, blocked up with 
%%% T | 
__ He would therefore move their Lordſhips, That this Bill, 
- Inſtead of being read a ſecond time now, be read a ſecond time 
„ HIT 59% 5 REDS 
The Earl of Radnor ſaid that he was as much againſt rob- 
bing and jobbing as the Noble Earl; but the Bill * 1 to 
him to be juſt. There were numerous precedents where pub- 
lic tolls are ſanctioned hy the Legiſlature, for the advantage 
of particular places; but this Bill, he ſaid, had a better claim: 
Its object was to mend three quarters of a mile through the town 
of Reading, for the convenience of paſſengers between Lon- 
don and Bath. Frequent accidents happen for want of ſuch 
improvement; and to have them removed merited the atten- 
tion of their Lordſhips. Beſides, the weight of the tax would 
operate to puniſh Sabbath-breakers, as.a double toll would 
take place on that day; and if the inhabitants of Reading were 
chiefly benefited by the Bill, they muſt alſo contribute moſt 
20-whe +5; = -- WEE 6c FR V5 
Dye Harl of Lauderdale ſpoke for the ſecond reading of the Bill 
at conſiderable length; he contended that many other towns in 
England were paved and lighted by ſimilar means. Thoſe 
perſons who. have occaſion to travel that road muſt of ne- 
ceſſity have intercourſe with every part of the town, as moſt 
of the inns and hotels at which they were to ſtop lay at ſome 
diſtance from the great road; nor did he conceive any other 
road in England ought to be ſubject to a Sunday tax ſo much 
as the road leading from London to Bath; he would therefore 
vote for the Bill. $6 , Ht 
T he Biſhop of Rocheſter ſaid, he conſidered the Bill to be, as 
ſtated by 4 Noble Earl (Caernarvon), different in principle 
from its title. He was not againſt making Sabbath-breakers 
pay for their diſreſpect to that ſacred day; but there yt 
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laws in force to preſerve order on that day, which be conceived 
more effęctual; and he would never agree to apply the ſums 
exacted to the private purpoſes of the town of Reading. 
Lord Hawke agreed Si the Biſhop of Rocheſter, that the. 
Houſe ſhould not copy precedents of injuſtice, and ſupparted 
the arguments of the Earl of Caernarvon, _ 4 
The Lord Chancellor having quitted the woolſack, ſpoke a. 
few words on the nature of the Bill, and its- general tendency: 
His Lordſhip faid, that the ſpirit of the Bil went directly 
ainſt an Act paſſed in the reign of Charles II. for the more 
ſtrict obſervance of the Sabbath- day, and the ſpirit of this Bill 
went directly to repeal this law; it therefore ſhould meet with 
his diſapprobation. _ „ Nee, 
Lord Lauderdale roſe in reply to the Noble Lord who ſpoke 
laſt, He begged leave to mention to the Noble Lord a 
circumſtanee which juſt occurred to his recollection, tleat 
would be directly in point againſt his Lordſhip's obſervation. 
It was the penalty of two guineas inflicted on every poacher. 
The game laws, he dene were not repealed by this penalty, 
and therefore the Noble Lord's obſervation on the tendency 
of the Bill could have no force. „ - 
The queſtion was then put on Lord Caernarvon's motion, 
and the Houſe divided, „ 
For the Motion 19g — FProxiis 5$ - 
Agais it 15 — Praries Rec) 
Majority in favour of the Matin 8 
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' - HOUSE or COMMONS. | 
TuzsDaY, March 17. 


» - 4 1 . 


A petition was preſented from the provoſt and corporation 
of Dundee, expreffing their diſapprobation of all petitions for 
an immediate peace, and their determination to ſupport Go- 
vernment in the vigorous profecution: of the war. = 

5 F ELONY IN BURIAL GROUNDS, | 

Sir John Frederick, after a few remarks, moved for leave to 
bring in a Bill for more effectually preventing the carrying off 
dead bodies from church-yards, and other burying places. 

Mr. Mainwaring remarked, that the offence was already 
puniſhable by fine, impriſonment, and whipping, which he con- 
ceived to ſuperſede the neceſlity of any new regulations. The 
motion was fupported by Mr. Wilberforce, Sir Watkin Lewes, 
and Mr, Alderman Curtis. | 55 
Lord 
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_ oppoſition. 


- Adjourned, | 


to  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Common 
Lord William Rufſell ſaid, that he muſt oppoſe the motion, 


| becauſe he conceived that it only tended to agitate the public 


mind, and to ſtrengthen vulgar prejudices, which were already 
JJ ũ DE TE er Tron + 
Leave was given to bring in the Bill. 
The Report was brought up of the refolution of the Com- 
mittee to grant a certain allowance to officers in the militia. 
- Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he would not trouble the Houſe 


in the prefent ſtage of the buſineſs, but that he ſhould 


rtainly take a future opportunity to give it his moſt decided 


The Attorney General moved for leave to bring in a Bill to re- 


new the Act which paſſed laſt ſeſſion with reſpect to Aliens. — — 


A Bill exactly the ſame as the Alien Bill of laſt ſeſſion was 
brought up and read a firſt time. 1 ke | | 
The Secretary at War gave notice that next day, in the 
Committee of Supply, he ſhould move the vote for granting a 
certain allowance to officers in the militia, 8 8 
The Bill for rendering more effectual the proviſions of an 


Act to raiſe a certain number of men from the counties, and 


the Bill for raiſing a certain ſum of money by loans and Ex- 


chequer bills, for the ſervice of the year 1795, both went 
through a Committee, received ſeveral amendments, and were 


- 


ordered to be reported next day. N . 
The Bill for granting a duty to his Majeſty, on certificates 
for uſing hair-powder, was brought up and read a firſt time. 
The Bill ſtated that all thoſe who were in the habit of wearing 
hair-powder, ſhould enter their names with the clerk of the 


peace of the counties, or the commiſſioners of the diſtricts, 
in which they reſided, & c. | 


The American Intercourſe ; Bill went through 4 Com- 


mitte: | 


Leave was given to bring in a Bill for further encouraging 
and regulating the Southern whale fiſheries. - „ 
The Bigamy Bill was read a third time and paſſed, 


— 


— 


© HOUSE OF LORDS. 
1.4, .,WepnesDay, March 18. , ; 
The Earl of Guildford ſaid, that as their Lordſhips had made 
con fiderable progrets in the caſe of Mr. Haſtings, and might 


perhaps ſoon come to a determination on it; it would not be 
proper to interrupt their deliberations with other public buſi- 


. nels 


— 
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neſs in the interim, He therefore thould poſtpone the motion 


which he intended to make on Monday next, to Monday ſe'n- 


night.” The Noble Earl then moved, « That the Lords be 

ſummoned for that da „ordered. 10 
Read ſome eine Bills. 1 
ue e ay 21 png 
SI, 1 35 — — 


nous or COMMONS. 
- WzpnrsDar,, March 18. 


I vis 5 raiſing additional duties of cuſtoms on 1 


articles of fruits, &c. and for appropriating a certain ſum for 
the reduction of the national debt, were read a third time, and 
agg 
l The Committee of Sapply wat deferred to Friday: 4 
On the queſtion for counſel being called in on tlie Walford 
Canal a ſhort debate aroſe. The: Jouſe divided—" 
TDeor the calling in 8 54 
= ra de r 
Adjourned" | $3} 7 4 428 Vas 337 | 
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a8: — WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. | enen 
That the ſaid Select Committee required the Counſel ſor 


the ſeveral parties to deliver in, to the clerk of the ſaid Com- 
mittee, ſtatements in writing of the right of election for which 


they reſpectively contended; 

That, in conſequence — the Counſel 5 5 the ſaid 
firſt mentioned petition delivered in a ſtatement as follows : 

« That the right of election for the city and liberty of 
Weſtminſter, is in the inhabitants houſeholders of the united 


pariſhes of Saint Margaret and Saint John, and of the ſeveral 


ames, Saint George Hanover-ſquare, Saint Martin in the 


ae of Saint Paul Covent Garden, Saint Ann, Saint 
ields, Saint Clement Danes, and St. Mary le Strand (includ- 


ing ſo much and ſuch parts of the ſaid pariſhes of Saint 


Martin in the Fields, Saint Clement Danes, and St. Mary le 
Strand, as are within the liberties, diſtrict, limits, or juriſdic- 


tion of the Dutchy of Lancaſter), and of the liberty or diftrict 
of Saint Martin, le Grand in the county of Middleſex, and of 


the precinct of the Savoy.” 


That, upon the ſaid tatement, the. faid, Sele Committee 


have determined, 
That the right of cleftion, as ſet en N the ſaid ſtatement, 


is not the right of election for the laid city and liberty of 
Weſtminſter. 


That the Counſel for the faid, laſt. mentioned petition de- | 


livered in a ſtatement as follows: 

„That the right: of election for: the: eity and liberty of 
Weſtminſter is in thy, inhabitants houſeholders, paying ſcot and 
lot, within the unite! 


Saint Clement Danes, and St. Mary le Strand, as are not with- 
in any w the four Wards of the lberty:of the Dutchy of 
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pariſhes of Saint Margaret and Saint John, 
and the ſeveral pariſhes of- Saint Paul Covent Garden, Saint 
Ann, Saint James, Saint George Hanover-ſquare, in the li- 

berty of Saint Mattin le Grand in He connty of Middleſex, 
and in ſo much of the F of St. Martin in the Fields, 


rth. in a the ſaid ſtatement, : | 
the Haig! ek and. liberty of 


fort the. city aus Jiberty of Weſt- - 
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Manen 19. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 2383 
of the united pariſhes of Saint Margaret and St. John, and 
of the ſeveral pariſhes of Saint Paul Covent Garden, Saint 
Ann, Saint James, Saint George Hanover-ſquare, Saint Mar- 
tin in the Fields, Saint Clement Danes, and Saint Mary le 
Strand (including ſo much and ſuch parts of the ſaid pariſhes 
of Saint Martin in the Fields, Saint Clement Danes, and Saint 
Mary le Strand, as are within the liberties, diſtrict, limits, or 
juriſdiction of the Dutchy of Lancaſter), and of the liberty 
or diſtri& of Saint Martin le Grand in the county of Mid- 
dleſex, and of the precinct of the Savoy.” © 
And the ſaid determinations were ordered to be entered in 
the journals of the Houfe. _ ny 3 
Mr. Grey preſented a petition in behalf of the merchants, 
manufacturers, and other inhabitants of Dundee, ſtating the 
profeſſed purpoſe for which this war 'was entered into, and 
carried on, to be evidently unattainable; recommending ſteps 
do be taken towards a negotiation to ſave this country from 
being ruined, &c.; and praying that the Houſe ſhould take ſuch 
meaſures as to its wiſdom ſhould ſeem meet for the purpoſes 
of obtaining peace.—Ordered to be laid on the table. EY: 
Colonel Lowther preſented a petition directly to the contrary, 
from the inhabitants of Whitehaven, ſtating their full 501 
dence in the wiſdom and virtue of the great Council of the 
nation, and alſo of his Majeſty's preſent miniſters, that they 
would procure the bleſſings of peace when it could be ob- 
tained conſiſtently with the eſtabliſhment of order and re- 
ligion, as well as the ſecurity and honour of this nation.— 
Ordered to be laid on the table. Ce TVS ETSY 
+... OBSERVANCE OF SUNDAY. | 
Sir William Dolben moved, that the Act of Parliament for 
the better obſervance of the Lord's Day be read; which being 
done, he moved, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to 
explain and render more effectual the ſaid Act.“ 5 
Mr. Jolliſte objected to the motion, becauſe he thought the 
Acts continued in ſufficient force. 
Mr. M. A. Taylor ſaid it had been uſual, when a motion 
| was made for leave to bring in a Bill, to aſſign ſome reaſon for 
it. He was at a loſs to conceive the ground of the motion of 
the worthy Baronet. _ „ „ einn 
Sir William Dolbeu ſaid, that the Act of Parliament for 
keeping the Sabbath day could not, at preſent, be enforced in 
e manner in which it was intended to operate when it was 
paſſed into a law, and the Bill he propoſed. to bring forward 
would only contain a clauſe to render that Act effectual; with- 
out ſuch a meaſure, the Act was of no uſe, PR 
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% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, Coden, 


Mr. M. A. Taylor adverted to the Bill which paſſed laſt year 


to prevent baking on Sunday, except under certain regulations. 
He wiſhed to know whether clauſes had not been propoſed in 
that very Bill, of a ſimilar nature to that which was now pro- 
poſed, and had been rejected by the Houſe? 
Sir Richard Hill thought that the penalty, which is zs. for 
baking on Sunday, contrary to the regulations of the Act, was 


too ſmall. He approved of the motion now before the 
„ 7 Rn OP me Os 1 
Mr. I. Hawkins Browne ſaid, that the motion before the 


Houle was not for any new law, but to enforce an old one, 
He was clearly of opinion that 'mankind ſhould. not be per- 


| mitted to follow worldly occupations on the Lord's day, and 
therefore he heartily concurred in the motion. | 5 


Mr. Yorke and Mr. Buxton ſaid each a few words, and the 
queſtion being put, leave was given to bring in the Bill, 
© MANNING THE NAVY. 1 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland, after ſtating the difference 


of the ſituation of the counties of Scotland from thoſe of 


England, and making a few obſervations on the neceſſity of 


forming a plan in Scotland for raifing men for the navy, dif- 


ferent from that which had paſſed for the counties in Eng- 
land, moved for leave to bring in a Bill to that effect. ih | 
was feconded by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 


SUBALTBERNS N THE MILITIA. 


| The Report of the Committee of Ways and Means was 


brought up and read. The reſolution for the paying and 
clothing of the. militia was agreed to. On reading the re- 


ſolution, © That proviſion be made for ſubaltern officers of 
the militia in certain cafes in time of peace,” 


The Secretary at War ſaid, he was at a loſs to know what the 
objections were, which were intended to be made to the re- 
ſolution which had been juſt read. He would very ſhortly 


ſtate the grounds of the reſolution. It the firſt place it came 


from an authority which the Houſe would certainly reſpect 
and pay attention to. He meant the body of field officers. 


It had already received their general approbation, and conſe- 
quently the meaſure ſtood in need of no comment from him. 


But, as he had been given to underſtand it was to be 3 
he ſhould make a few obfervations. The firſt that ſtruck him 
to be a proper queſtion. to he anſwered upon this caſe was 


this, Are the militia deſtitute of a ſufficient number of officers 
| to ferro in fubaltern ſituations? IF they were, then he would 


＋?2—!ĩ— 7˙* ̃ — 
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aſk another queſtion: Is it fit that the militia ſhould remain 
in that ſituatiou ? If it was not fit, then he would aſk—1s there 
a a proſpect that the deficiency will be ſupplied, if ſome mea- 
| ſure be not taken for that purpoſe by Parliament? Having de+ 
termined on theſe queſtions, the - Houſe would then, in his 
opinion, know all that was neceſſary for determining on the 
preſent meaſure. The reſt would he matter of detail, and 
confequently of diſcuſſion in a future ſtage of the buſineſs. 
He therefore ſhould have had nothing further to ſay upon this 
ſubject, if it were not neceſfary for him to anticipate ſome 
objections, and perhaps to obviate them, For this purpoſe, 
he ſhould firſt proceed negatively, and, inſtead of ſtating what 
the meaſure before the Houſe was, he ſhould ſtate what it was 


not,—namely, It was not not an encouragement to officers by 
way of half-pay. It was the reverſe of that. It would con- 


fine the allowance to ſubaltern officers, ſo as to connect it with 
the performance of the ſervice, It was to grant additional 


pay in time of peace to thoſe who had ſerved in time of war. 
But this was to be ſubject to various conditions, which might 


 bediſcufſed.hereafter, The principle of the meaſure was, that 
none of theſe officers ſhould have this additional allowance 
in time of peace, who had not feryed in time of war. He 
ſhould not have thought it neceſſary to ſay ſo much, if he had 
not been told there were ſome objections to this meaſure. 
General Tarletan objected to this meaſure as an unconſtitu- 


tional and an unfair one. The militia of this country was, 


the General faid, the conſtitutional force of it. The ſtanding 
army was the right arm of the Crown. Thus the two forces 
_ differed eſſentially in their nature; they had different ſervices 
to perform; they ought to be kept as diftin& as poffible. 
This meaſure tended to affimilate them, and was therefore un- 


_ conſtitutional, He had nothing to fay againſt the militia; on 


the cantrary, he congratulated the country on the appearance 
of the militia. In them he ſaw the true John Bull, —He 
wiſhed he could fay as much of the recruits—but in them too 
many Maſter S/enders. The meaſure he feared would be the cauſe 
of much complaint in the army. It had given a diſt inction 


between the foldiers in the regiments of the line, properly 


called the regulars, and thoſe in the militia. It was in fact 
unfair, becauſe the ſtanding army, going through the fatigues of 
a German campaign, or ſubject to the alternate damps and heats 
of the Weſt Indies, were not to be included in it. It was un- 
wiſe, becauſe it would tend to excite the jealoufy of the ſtand- 
ing army. If the ſervice of the militia was deficient, ſome 
other ſtep ought to be taken to ſupply it; but he ſaw no good 
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from agitating this matter between the two ſervices, and 


therefore it was improper at this moment. With regard, 
however, to the deficiency of the militia, he knew many of 
them better provided for than the army. He concluded with 


obſerving, that all thoſe who would overleap the bounds of 


the conſtitution, who wiſhed to unite the militia and the army, 
and to make this country ſubject to a military government, 
would vote for the meaſure: : But all thoſe who wiſhed to 
keep the two fervices ſeparate, and to preſerve the true ſpirit | 
of the conſtitution, would agree with him, and oppoſe it. 

Colonel Stanley ſaid, many of the militia regiments had but 


few Enfigns, and if their number could be increaſed, he con- 


ceived it ought to be, and that could only be effected by in- 


creaſe of pay. Hie denied, that the ſubalterns of the militia 


were not to be on the ſame footing as thoſe of the army on 
half-pay, and concluded with eee that he l of 
this meaſure highly. | 

Mr. Baftard wiſhed Gentlemen had: ſuffered this meaſure 


to be brought forward without oppoſition—if they had, they 
would have found it to be perfectly conſtitutional. His opi- 
nion was, that the pay of ſubaltern officers in the militia was 


madequate to their expences. The reſolution went merely to 
regulate the pay of the ſubalterns of the militia. That being 


the caſe, the principle of the meaſure was right; but to what 


amount, and how far it was to be extended, v was 4 fit ſubject | 


for future conſideration. 


Colonel Sloane ſaid, that the 1 were very Geßdcient in 


ſubaltern officers. The Surgeon, the Surgeon's Mate, and the 


Quarter Maſter, who had the rank of officers in the militia, 
contrary to the practice of the army, would, in the caſe of 
actual ſervice, be obliged to take off their red coats, in order 
to perform the duties of their reſpective ſituations, ſo that, 
in fact, they were only nominal officers; and even if the 
number of ſubalterns was complete, in the event of the 
threatened invaſion, there would till be a deficiency of theſe 


three. Of this Gentlemen might form ſome idea when he 


aſſured them, that there were but fix officers to 400 men, 


which in the fraction is but three officers to 200 men, or one 


officer and a half for every hundred. [A laugh. ] He _ 
proved, however, of the reſolution before the Houſe. _ 
Mr. Yorke ſaw no objection to adopting the reſolution of 5 
the Committee, and bringing in the Bill; che proviſions of 
the Bill might be afterwards' diſcuſſec. 
Mr. M. Robinſon thought there ſhould. 1. 2 diſtin ground 


of e laid, before that Hows: ſhould- * of oy 
#7. mhe ” 


A 


5 


- . + 
, . - 


the land- marks of the conſtitution. This [meaſure would 


make that alteration. He had not heard a ſufficient reaſon fo 
it, and therefore he ſhould vote againſt the reſolution 


' Colonel Upton compared the preſent complaints with che de- 
ficiency of ſubalterns laſt war, and. approved of any mea nabe 


that could remedy the evil. at 


* 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he felt as much gratitude to the militia for 


— 


the ſervices they had rendered to this country as any man in 
it; but he muſt ſay, that to his mind the militia; even as it ſtood 


at preſent, was too much like the ſtanding army, and therefore 


he could not be expected to agree to any meaſure that tended 
to increaſe that ſimilarity, and to a certain degree this meaſure 
had that tendency.” This was pretty evident from the pains 
the Right Hon. Gentleman who opened the buſineſs had taken 


to ſtate: that this was not in the nature of half-pay, but merely 


a proviſion for officers in the militia in time of peace. What 
was the difference, he would aſk, in point of ſubſtance, be- 
tween half-pay, and a proviſion in time of peace, for ſervices 


in time of war? Were they not the ſame ſubſtantially? Cer- 


tainly they were. It had been ſaid that the caſe of the ſub- 


alterns in the militia was hard; poſſibly it might, he dared ſay 


it was. But if the queſtion was to be conſidered ſeparately, 
and diſtinctly from all thoughts of the army, then he would 
ſay, that a time of peace was the proper time for conſidering 
that queſtion. In the preſent inſtance the inducement was in 
time of war, upon the principle of half-pay, although not 
ſtrictly to be ſo called, to officers in the militia, as if they were 
to be officers in the army; upon that great ground all the ob- 
jections that had been urged . againſt this meaſure, applied in 
their full force. He had no doubt there was a conſiderable 
difficulty with reſpect to raiſing officers in the militia, as he 
had heard ſtated, but he feared that was not peculiar to the 
militia z the ſame difficulty had occurred in the navy, the army, 
and all the branches of the publie force; that aroſe out of a 


bad ſyſtem: which had been adopted in the whole courſe of our 


late armament.  - Miniſters, inſtead of a broad comprehenſive 


ſyſtem, embracing» at once all the objects of public concern, 
had proceeded upon a narrow plan, and upon a principle of 
defective poliey. Was there any thing wanting in the army, 

they flew immediately to provide a remedy for that particular 


thing, without gonſidering conſequences, looking around them, 
and taking cares to adopt no meaſure that might be injurigus 
to the navy. 80 in all the other branches of public affairs, 
they provided a paxt, as neceſſity pointed out, without taking 
a ſurvey, of the whole, and uſing the proper precaution that 


in providing for one branch they ſhould: not injure another. 


. a A dif- 
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bim to vote againſt it. N 5 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he could not help 
hoping that Gentlemen would not take the ſenſe of the Houl: 
on the preſent ſtage of the queſtion, till they had allowed 


* 


„  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS,  {Contwoxs, 
A difficulty had ariſen with reſpect to the militia z was the 


Secretary at War able to ſtate to the Houſe that the ſame dif- 
ficulty might not occur with regard to the army; and was he 

bat t nis very meaſure might not tend to create it? Mr. 
Fox declared, he objected to this meaſure, as he had before ſaid, 
on account of its tending to aſſimilate the militia to the army 


and as had been mentioned by his Hon. Friend {General 


Tarleton), the militia of this country ſtood upon a principle 


different entirely from that which governed the army. In the 
_ militia, men did not enter for the purpoſe, and with a proſpect 


of making a fortune. They had” nothing to do even in time 
of war, but on the idea of the country itſelf being in danger :— 
This meaſure was contrary to the very principle on which 
the militia was formed, contrary to the very principle on which 


they are embodied and called out; it was aſſimilating them to 


a ſtanding army, and therefore, in every inſtance” of this 
nature, the Houſe ought to entertain conſiderable heſitation at 
leaſt before they ventured to adopt it. If the proviſions of 
the Bill ſhould be ſuch, as to do away any of his objections, he 


mould be glad of it; that would be matter of detail, and he 
ſhould; give his opinion on it at a proper time; poſſibly he 
might take the ſenſe of the Houſe in another ſtage of the bu- 


Gneſs. He was ready to ſay, however, that if the ſenſe 
of the Houſe was taken, then, he ſaw enough of it to compel 


themſelves to conſider the ſpecific nature and tendency of the 
proviſion to be brought forward. But as ſo much had been 
faid on the ſubject, he could not refrain from ſhortly ſtating, 


why he ſhould not only ſupport the preſent propoſition, but 


why alſo he was ſriendly to the whole of the meaſure. It 


_ there was a great deficiency of ſubalterns at a time when they 


were wanted, and if, in the opinion of ſeveral reſpectable per- 
ſons, there would be difficulty in procuring them at a period 


when the neceſſity might be greateſt, ſurely ſome means ought 


to be taken in time to provide againſt the inconvenience. 


The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that he would rather 


pone the diſcuſſion to a period of peace. It was rather 


| ſingular that thinking it a meaſure proper to be diſcuffed dur- 
| Ing peace, he ſhould not be diſpoſed to take the benefit that 
might collaterally reſult from its adoption in a time of war. 


He had further ſtated, that it was unconſtitutional to apply to 


_. the militia the ſame inducements which were held out to the | 


army. If this argument were to be admitted in its utmoſt 
: | | 52 eee ee en” extent, 


trv. It was wiſhed, in the firſt inſtance, to extend this = 
uch 
a regulation was found not to be practicable. He contended 


| were to be ready at a call, an 
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extent, no inducements at all ought to be held out to officers 


in the militia, nor ought they to receive any pay during the 


period of their actual ſervice. As the militia at preſent ſtood, 


the great ſecurity for the ſervice was, that all perſons 3 


as Captains, were obliged to be poſſeſſed of certain qualifi- 
cations; it Was neceſſary that they ſhould have property to 


ſuch an amount as gave them a conſiderable ſtake in the coun- 
lification likewiſe to the ſubalterns; but from experience 


that the proviſion propoſed to be made was very different 
from the half-pay granted to officers in the army, with which, 
in the courſe of the debate, it had been ſo often confounded. 
In the firſt place it was ſome difference at leaſt, that the pro- 


portion was by no means to be the ſame. In the ſecond place, 
a amore material diſtinction was, that whereas half-pay was re- 
tained by officers who had quitted their corps, this proviſion - 


was only to be granted to officers who ſtill continued to ſerve 
in the militia in time of peace. The duty which they would 


have to perform would be ide pong light; but (till they 
it was of conſequence to the 
country that the militia ſhould be 33 experienced 


officers in a caſe of emergency. Exclufive of the objections 


which the Right Hon. Gentleman had urged to the preſent 
_ propoſition, he had entered into a more general view of the 


ſtate of the ſervice, into which he ſhould not now follow him. 


He had centended, that the ſervices had been ſo conducted as 


to interfere with one another. In oppoſition, however, to this 


| ſtatement, he could aſſume, that all the ſervices had been car- 


ried to the greateſt extent, and to a degree unexampled at any 
former period; a preſumption at leaſt that no great detriment 
had reſulted from the alleged interference of one ſervice with 


another. But if even the ſervices had been conducted as had | 


been ſuppoſed by the Right Hon. Gentleman, it ſerved only 
as an argument againſt himſelf. For if there was ſo little 
temptation for ſubalterns to enter into the army, and ſtill it 


was found that the deficiency of ſubalterns in the militia was 
ſo conſiderable, this was the ſtrongeſt reaſon that could be 


urged why additional encouragement ſhould be held out, in 
order, if poſſible, to remedy that deficiency. The Chancellor 


of the Exchequer concluded with. reminding the Houſe that 
the detail and adjuſtment of the pay, and all its relative cir- 


cumſtances, would more properly come under diſcuſſion in the 
Committee; F | oF; 2 433 | | 3 
Mr. Cox admitted the neceflity of the meaſure, but ſaid, 


that by extending the „ to the Enſigns, 
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90 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons.. 
and a ſmall proportion, of the Lieutenants, probably the object 


in view might be gained, and at the ſame time all objections 


obviated. If the proviſion was to be granted to all the Enſigns 
and Lieutenants, gentlemen of property would thus be pre- 


cluded from taking, in the ſirſt inſtance, the rank of Lieute- 


nants; and the further inconvenience would be incurred, that 


as they would at once ſtep into the rank of Captains, the com- 
mand of the company would devolve upon thoſe officers who 
had the leaſt experience.. 5 | 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he did not then mean to enter fully 


into the buſineſs; he ſhould wait. till he ſaw the nature of 
that proviſion which was propoſed to be brought forward. 
He certainly conſidered the preſent meaſure as a ſtep towards 


deſtroying the great conſtitutional diſtinction which ſubſiſted 


between the militia and the army. He ſtated the pay given 


to officers in the militia, to be not in the nature of a remu- 


neration for their ſervices, but as a compenſation for the ex- 


pence of their attendance. He took notice of the argument 
urged by the Hon. Gentleman who had ſpoken laſt, that the 
propoſed proviſion would prevent ſpirited young men of pro- 


perty from taking, in the firſt inſtance, the, rank of Lieute- 


nants; all the Captains would be to be ſelected from the 
Gentlemen of the county of a certain deſcription of property, 
and thoſe who were placed in that rank would thus be pre- : 


_ cluded from the benefit of any previous experience or know- 


ledge of the ſervice. He ſaid, he would poſtpone any further 
remarks, till he ſhould have an opportunity to diſcuſs. the 


particular proviſion intended to be made. He had only one 


obſervation. to add: It was rather an unfortunate ſymptom 
with reſpect to the diſpoſitions of the nation, that in a war 
which had fo often been repreſented as calling for the zeal, 


the ſpirit, the exertions, and ſacrifices of; the people in a 


greater degree than any former conteſt, it ſhould be found 
neceſſary to hold out additional inducements to engage men 


quired for the defence of the country. VV 
Mr. Wilberforce expreſſed his approbation of the meaſure 


7 


to enter into a ſervice, where their aſſiſtance was only re- 


in its fulleſt extent. Adverſe as he was to the war, as well 


as the Hon. Gentleman who had ſpoken laſt,” he could not 
allow that his concluding N was by any means fair, 
which made the deficiency of ſubalterns in the militia apply 
particularly to the preſent war. The ſame deficiency had 
been experienced in former wars; and as it was wiſhed to put 
the militia upon a reſpectable footing, the better to ſuit the 
emergency of the occafion, it was neceſſary that ſome: effica- 


cious means ſhould be adopted in order to remedy the incon- 


* venience; 


3 


Mazex 19.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 291 


venience. He approved of the principle of conſtitutional 
jealouſy 3 he wiſhed as much as any man to ſee every Engliſh- 
man actuated by that principle on every proper occaſion. 
But the queſtion was not, as had been inſinuated, to aſſimilate 
the militia to the army; it only went to introduce a certain 
reſemblance for a particular object, and that in fo flight a 
degree, as appeared to him to afford no juſt ground for the 
exerciſe of jealouſy in the preſent inſtance. With reſpect to 
officers in the militia, the caſe ſtood thus; thoſe who had the 
rank of Captains were gentlemen of property, who were ſub- 
jected to no inconvenience by that fituation, but continued to 
move in their natural ſphere z the ſubalterns, however, who 
are in different circumſtances, and men of inferior fortunes, 
were by their rank as officers, and the habit of aſſociating with 
perſons of ſuperior fortune, drawn” into expences, which 
might not, infevery inſtance, be ſuitable to their private in- 
come, It was equitable, therefore, that they ſhould receive 
ſome compenſation for the inconvenience to which they were 
neceſſarily ſubjected in the public ſervice. It was cuſtomary 
to grant ſuch a compenſation in all ſimilar cafes. Mr. Wilber- 
force concluded with ſaying, that he the more cheerfully fup- 
ported the meaſure, becauſe he was perſuaded that there was 
no body of men, to whom the country owed more : gratitude, 
or for whom it was bound to feel more reſpect, than thoſe who, 
were the objects of the preſent diſcuſhon, the officers in the 
militia. l 8 | 
General Smith ſupported the meaſure. He ſaid that it was 
well known to military men, that the beſt troops in the world 
would be but of ſmall value for ſervice, unleſs they were pro- 
perly officered. So far then from having an objection to put 
the militia on the ſame footing as the army, with reſpect to 
officers, he rather conſidered it as a recommendation to the 
meaſure. He hoped, however, that by this allowance, it was. 
not intended to ſubject. troops, ſerving in the militia, to the 
articles of war, except when rhey were aCtually under arms. 
The reſolutions were agreed to, and a Bill ordered to be 
brought in on the firſt reſolution. 2 3 
The Bill to render more effectual the proviſions of an Act 
paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion, for raiſing men from the counties, 
was read a third time and paſſed, _ 8 
The Bill for raifing an annual ſum by certificates for the uſe 
of hair-powder, and the Bill impoſing an additional duty on 
Stamps, were both read a ſecond time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted on Monday. | | | DE 
The Bill granting annuities on Navy Bills was read a ſecond 
time, and ordered to be committed next day. 
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adjourned. 


' LONDON MILITIA BILL. 


on the i Fe that the Bill to amend the London Militia 
AQ {hould be read a ſecond time, | 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he certainly could not oppoſe the 
principle of a Bill to abend this Act, ſince that might ſeem to 
imply that the Act itſelf wanted no alteration or amendment. 


So far was this from being the caſe, that he thought the ſhorteſt 
Way would have been to have repealed the Act altogether, and 
that as it now ſtood, it would be very difficult to introduce into 


it any amendments which would have the effect to render it 
conſiſtent either with the chartered Tights of the citizens of 
London, or the defence of the city. When it came into the 
Committee, he ſhould try how far he could introduce ſuch 


amendment, and till he had made that experiment, he would 
wave all idea of oppoſition to the Bill itſelf, 


The Bill was then read a ſecond time, and ordered to be 


committed for Monday. 


The Bill to renew the AQ paſſed laſt ſeſhon, with relpect 


to Aliens, was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed 


next day. 
The Exchequer 3 Bill was read a third time; nl fed. 
The other orders of We = being pede 92 wk ouſe 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Fray, March 20. | 


"Reid a melts from the Lords, that their Lordſhips bad 


| paſſed two private Bills. 


Fhe Bill for the better preventing the deal of dead 


bodies from church- yards and other buryi ng: places, was read 


a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecon time on Tueſday | 


ſe'nnight. 


The Bill for funding a debt on Navy Bills 5 a certain de- 


ſcription, paſſed the Committee, and the report was ordered to 
be received on Monday. 


Ar. Secretary Dundas brought up a Bill to empower ſeamen 


in his Majeſty's navy to allot a certain part of their pay to the 


maintenance of their families. It was read a firſt time, order- 


ed to be read a ſecond time, and to be printed. 
Dye Lord Aduocate of Scotland en up a Bill for raiſing a 


certain number of men out of the different counties of Scot- 
land, for the ſervice of the navy. It was read a firſt time, 
Py Fn | ordered 
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ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday, and to be 
rinted. 15 „„ ers be CHE 
N Mr. Villiam Dundas ſaid, that Lord Garlies was coming to 
town, but perhaps might not arrive in time to appear in that 
Houſe on Monday, purſuant to its order; he therefore pro- 
poſed that the order ſhould' be enlarged to Wedneſday; to 
which the Houſe agreed. pe Ono, Hg 191 5 5 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that he had ſome 
regulations to make on the duty on inſurance, and on Wedneſ- 
day in a Committee of Ways and Means he ſhould propoſe a 


£1? : 


RESTRICTION OF FRANKING. 


DD reading the Order of the Day on the Bill for the regula- 


tion of franking, | „„ „ 
Sir William Pultney ſaid, he did not object to the Speaker 
leaving the Chair for the purpoſe of the Houſe going into a 


Committee on this Bill, becauſe he underſtood that the report 
was not intended to be received until Wedneſday, that the bu- 


ſineſs of the day was only to fill up the blanks, and that the Bill 
was to be conſidered hereafter. If the caſe had not been ſo, he 
ſhould have oppoſed the meaſure then, as he had ſome objec- 
tions to the Bill, and ſhould at a future time propoſe ſome mo- 
_ dification of it. He underſtood that ſeveral other Members 
entertained the ſame ſentiments upon this ſubject, 
Colonel GCawthorne oppoſed the motion for the Speaker leav- 

ing the chair. He diſapproved of the Bill, as it took away the 
privileges of the Members of Parliament, and left the privileges 
of clerks in office entire; upon the ſame ſubject, he thought 
ment was conſidered, _ 1 ; 

Sir Benjamin Hammet diſapproved alſo of the Bill. He ſaid 
he franked a vaſt number of letters, but it was for the benefit 
of the Public, as moſt of them contained a number of bills 


the diſcuſſion an unbecoming one, when the dignity of Parlia- 


which paid each a ſix-penny ſtamp duty. He was very far from 


_ wiſhing that any abuſes which might exiſt with reſpect to 


franking ſhould not be redreſſed, but he thought it hard that the 


Members ſhould ſuffer in general for the faults of a few. Thoſe 
who had abuſed the privilege ought to have their names made 
public, at leaſt for one he ſhould have no objection to ſuch 2 


meaſure, With . gain the general principle of the Bill, he- 


did not think that the revenue was injured by franking; he 


conſidered it, however, his duty-as a Member of Parliament, 

not to ſuffer his individual intereſt to come in competition with 
the public good: Therefore as this Bill was ſuppoſed likely to 
increaſe the revenue, he ſhould not give it any oppoſition, . 
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Mr. Long gave an account of franks. There were about 
100 clerks in public offices whoſe franks amount annually to 
30,000. There were about 40 Members of Parliament who 
were merchants and bankers, and their franks amounted an- 
nually to about 20,000]. which was nearly as much as the 
franks of 100 clerks amounted to: And the queſtion here was, 
— whether any Member of Parliament ought to be allowed to 
make uſe of his privilege for commercial advantages. 7 8 

Mir. Porter obſerved, that in the Bill then under conſider- 
| ation they were making regulations to bind the other Houſe 
1 of Parliament. He agreed with an Hon. Member (Mr, Caw- 
i thorne) in his obſervation reſpecting clerks in office, and 


18 thought it peculiarly hard that they ſhould be more favoured 
| - than Members of Parliament. It did not appear.to him that 
the Bill would produce the revenue propoſed, or any thing near 
it. He concluded with obſerving, that if the Bill paſſed inits 
1 reſent ſtate, it would be worth the while of bankers to employ 
fome of thoſe privileged clerks to frank their letters for 
; Mr. Porter intimated, that he ſhould have a clauſe to pro- 
poſe after the report was received. 1 F 
Vr. Fohn Heneker Major ſaid, that the privilege of the 
clerks was as old as the offices themſelves, and it ought not to 
be taken away; he would not object to the Speaker leaving 
the Chair, as, if there are abuſes, be hoped they would not be 
J ß he worn | 
Mr. Major doubted the propriety of the propofed regu- 
. 8 e ; 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that moſt of the 
_ objections he had heard againſt the Bill that day, appeared to him 
to be more applicable to a diſcuſſion in a Committee, where 
the clauſe fhould be debated, than to the queſtion of the 
. Speaker leaving the Chair. He hoped the Houſe had not 
5 changed its opinion as to the principle of this Bill; to that they 
had already, and more than once, given their ſanction. He 


| obviated all idea of any invidious diſtinction being intended to 
; be made between Members of Parliament and thoſe clerks in 

ublic offices, who for public purpoſes have the power of 
* franking. The privilege given to the clerks was not a perſonal 
4 Privilege, but given merely to facilitate public buſineſs. The 
1 firſt queſtion to conſider upon this ſubject was, whether thoſe 
14 clerks abuſed the privilege veſted in them? he had heard no 
4 charge whatever of that kind advanced. The next queſtion 
13 was, what better mode could be adopted than the preſent? It 
= aid not occur to him that any other regulation would be more c 
1 effectual. All this, however, was matter of conſideration for 5 
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the Committee ; therefore he ſhould give his vote for the 


[7 


| Speaker leaving the Chair. 


Mr. Martin hoped that Members would not be permitted 0 
to receive any letters free but ſuch as camè from the places 
which they repreſent. With regard to the honour of the 


privilege, he thought no privilege an honour that was at the 
public expence; he had been glad, before he was a Member, 


and ſhould be glad ſtill, to pay for the advantage of correſpond- 


ence all over the country, eſpecially as it could be had at ſo 
cheap a rate as that of poſtage. SERIE 


The queſtion being put, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a 


Committee on the Bill, and a ſhort converſation took place on 
the clauſe for confining the weight of a frank to one ounce. _ 
Lord Sheffield propoſed that the weight ſhould be twe 


ounces. +, 
The Houſe divided, 8 3 
For one Qunce 2 — 96 
For two Ounces, = ws. A 


Mr. Long then moved, * That the number of letters to be 
received by any one Member in a day be fifteen,” 2 80 
Upon this motion a long converſation took place. 

Mr. Buxton moved as an amendment, to infert the word 
« ten,” instead e tente 88 
Te Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he had not a decid- 
ed opinion as to the number, his object being only to reſtrict 
the privilege of franking within the bounds of its proper uſe, 

2 cherefore thought the number of letters might be limited to 
teen, n | nk 


The Seeritary ar War expreſſed his regret, when he felt him- 


ſelf under the neceſſity of differing from his Right Hon. 
Friend (Mr. Pitt} throughout the whole of this regulation. He 


oppoſed the principle of the Bill, inaſmuch as it interfered 


with the privilege of that Houſe, by leſſening their dignity as 
Members, as well as from the ſmall additional advantage that 
was likely to accrue to the revenue from the abridgment of that 
privilege. He ſaid he felt a ſatisfaction in being able to confer a 
favour, which a Member of that Houſe ought to ane his power 
to confer upon his friend—he meant the privilege of Weeing a 
letter; and he thought that it was one of thoſe diſtintions-which _ 


ſhould be retained by Members of Parliament. The calculation 


of this tax he was afſured exceeded the bounds of a reaſonable 
produce; as the very freedom of poſtage was the circumſtance 
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; principle of the Bill, he ſhould call to mind, that 
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which, in great meaſure, gave birth and nouriſhment to an 


_ extenſive correſpondence - which had been carried on through 


the ſocial and friendly affections of family connexions; a great | 


portion of this profit would of courſe be extinguiſhed, and 


the tax would be found in point of calculation unproductive. 

The Chancellor of the e ec in reply, ſaid, that when 
the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Windham) objected to the 
the reſtraining. 

of the abuſes of this privilege was the ſureſt means to continue 

and preferve the dignity of it to Members; and as to the con- 


ferring of favours, the Bill-{till left the Members the privilege 
of obliging their friends. f PR, ve. | 


Mr. Courteney, Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Dent, Ar. Huſſey, a. 


Si V. Pultency made ſeveral obſervations 3, when the Houſe 
divided upon the amendment propoſed by Mr. Buxton, for 


limiting the number to ten inſtead of fifteen z when there ap- 


peared, OS . e 
8 e — — 31 
„ 


Majority | 


On the clauſe allowing public offices to exerciſe the privilege 


of franking as formerly, a long converſation took place, with re- 


ſpect to the abuſes practiſed in thoſe offices, in conſequence 
of which, the annual amount of franks, which in 1784 was 
6000l. had increaſed to 30,000]. BS rs 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated, that this clauſe might 
be left out without affecting the object of the Bill, which ex- 
tended only to Members of Parliament. 
It was propoſed by ſeveral Members, that ſome other clauſe 
ſhould be ſubſtituted, to check the abuſe which had been ſtated, 
but it was objected to by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on 
the ground that they were not yet poſſeſſed of ſufficient in- 
formation for that purpoſe.  _ 8 
Mr. Cawthorne ſaid, that in order that the matter might 


ſand over for further conſideration, he ſhould move that the 


Chairman do now report progreſs, and aſk leave to fit again. 
The Committee divided on this motion of adjournment, 


Moes - 333 


The Bill being gone through with ſeveral amendments, the 
Houſe was reſumed, and the report ordered to be received on 
Wedneſday. n | V 
= Adjourned. 1 5 ; 
HE HOUSE 


/ 
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9b HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mo NDAT; March 49. 


A petition was received from Colcheſter, in ſupport of the 
vigorous proſecution of the war. | 


The Bill for the better obſervance of the Lord's Day 


was read a firſt time, —Ordered to be read a ſecond time on 
Thur, -: FC FS 
The Bill for renewingan Act paſſed laſt ſeſſion with reſpect 


to aliens went through a Committee. 


- 


% 
7 


The Bill for raiſing men in Scotland for the ſervice of his 
Majeſty's navy, was read a ſecogd time, —Ordered to be com- 


mitted on Friday. 3 3 | 

The American Intercourſe Bill was read a third time and 
palled LEI VV N g 
The Bill empowering Juſtices of the Peace to take up idle 
perſons for the ſervice of his Majeſty's navy, was read a firſt 
time, Ordered to be read a ſecond time on Thurſday. "a 


- --COMMITTFEE' OF WAYS AND MEANS. oo 


The Houle reſolved itſelf into a Committee of | Ways and 


W SCOTCH SPIRITS: 


The Chameetios of the Exchequer ſaid, that he had an alter- | 


ation to propoſe with reſpect tg the mode of levying the duty 
on Scotch ſpirits, in order to put it more on a footing with the 


duty on Engliſh ſpirits. This alteration would be attended with 


a double advantage; it would prevent the exceſſive cheapneſs 


of ſpirits, and would produce a conſiderable addition to the 


revenue, not leſs, he had calculated, for the preſent year, than 
95,0001, a ſum which would he ſufficient to cover any inciden- 
tal deficiency in another quarter. And from information he 
had received, ſuch were the hopes he entertained from this ar- 
ticle of revenue, that, except a conſiderable falling off took place 
in the conſumption of Scotch ſpirits, he truſted that next year 


5 they would be able to bear an additional duty, and produce a 


itil] larger ſum. to the country. He concluded with moving, 


that an additional annual duty of gl. per gallon be laid on the 


ſtills, &c.— Agreed to by the Committee. 


. — „ * 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that every piece 


of parchment granting inſurance on ſhips, ſhould, pay half a 


crown for every hundied pound, and two ſhillings for any ſum 
leis than a hundred; which reſolution was alſo agreed to. 
Von, he > Wy i 
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THE HAIR-POWDER BILL, _ „ 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the Bill for 


raiſing a certain annual ſum on certificates for wearing hair. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated, that it was at preſent 


only his intention to fill up the blanks. He: ſhould, however, 


ſtate the exceptions which he had to make from the operation 


of the tax, and for which he propoſed to bring up diftiat 
_ clauſes on the report, The firſt exception that naturally ſug- 


geſted itſelf was with reſpect to all thoſe engaged in the mili- 


_ tary ſervice of the country, that is to ſay, the army and the 


navy; he propoſed that the exception ſhould extend to all ſub- 


altern officers, and to all officers in the navy, under the rank 
of maſter and commander. He propoſed likewiſe, that all 


curates and clergymen who had not a benefice or eſtate to the 

amount of.1ool. a year ſhould be excepted from the operation 
of the tax. As to the mode of collecting it, what had firſt 
been ſuggeſted was, that the certificates ſhould be taken out 


from the clerks of the peace for the county ; but as theſe were 


ſometimes at a diſtance, it appeared more eligible that they 
ſhould be taken out from the ſub-diſtributors of ſtamps, There 
would likewiſe be a clauſe requiring the maſters of families to 


give to the eollectors of aſſeſſed taxes, an account, to the beſt 


- * * 


of their knowledge, of all thoſe reſiding in their houſes, Who 
Had uſed powder during the year. 


This gave rife to the following converſation. _ 


General Macleod ſuggeſted that in the family of a private gen- 


. * 


tleman of ſmall fortune, where there were fix or ſeven daugh- 


ters, it would be a hard cafe that they ſhould all be obliged to 

pay for the privilege of wearing powder; it would be more 
equitable that in a family of ſuch a deſcription, the tax ſhould 
be reſtricted to two or three. He aſked whether lawyers were 

to be excepted from the tax? JFC 


De Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that he had nothing 


to ſay with reſpect to the lawyers, but that the other caſe put 


by the Hon. Gentleman had ſtruck him exactly in the fame 
light. He thought that in fuch a family it would be highly 


proper that the tax ſhould be reſtricted to two or three, and he 
Jhoutd conſider of bringing in a clauſe for that purpoſe. 
Colonel Cawthorne urged an exception in favour of half-pay 
Ci non 6 bring ed op . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaw no principle upon which 
the exception could apply to them more than to any other of 
his Majefty's ſubjects, * It was evident why officers in = xm | 
"1 V 8 ſervice 
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ſervice were excepted, becauſe they were obliged to wear hair- 


o wdr. . | 3 E 
1 Smith thought that the tax might be rendered more 
productive by allowing maſters of families to compound for 
the number of individuals under their roof. He afked at what 
period the tax was to commence with reſpect to young ladies. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer conſidered the propolition of 
the Hon. Gentleman as entirely militating againft the princi- 
ple of the Bill. If maſters of families were to be allowed to 
compound, perſons in the higheſt clafs of ſociey, on whom 
the tax was chiefly intended to fall, would take advantage of 
the permiſſion to get off for a much leſs ſum than they would 
be obliged to pay under the preſent regulations. As to the 
queſtion when the tax was to commence with reſpect to young 
ladies, it would commence as ſoon after the paſſing of the 
Bill, as they, or their friends, ſhould decide that it was proper 
for them to wear hair-powder. © 1 
Mr. Courtenay enforced the caſe of half-pay officers, who 
were accuſtomed to appear as gentlemen, and who, out of their 
ſcanty income of thirty or forty pounds, could but ill afford to 
pay a guinea for the privilege of wearing powder. With re- 
ſpect to young ladies he could talk from experience. He 
ſtated the caſe where a gentleman of ſmall fortune has a wife 
and three daughters, and is obliged to pay five guineas : The 
longer they remain unmarried, ſaid he, which is a double miſ— 
fortune, the longer will he be burdened: with the tax. He 
_ contended, therefore, that in the preſent inſtance ſomething 
ſhould be adopted ſimilar to the jus rrium liberorum among the 
Romans, and that a clauſe ſhould be inſerted in the Bill, ad- 
mitting as a fair caſe of exception the jus trium puellarum. Ag 
to the age at which young ladies began to wear hair-powder, 
commonly about the age of fifteen or fixteen they were ſeized 
with this faſhionable inſtinctiue propenſity. TITLE. 5 
Mr. Deut wiſhed that a Bill had been brought in, which 
would have amounted to a total prohibition of hair-powder. 
The number of ſoldiers in the country amounted to about 
150,000, each of whom uſed not leſs than a pound of flour 
a. week, making upward of two millions during the year; add 
to this the quantity of wheat employed by the ſtarch-makers, 
which amounted to about 9 millions more, Servants ſtole for 
the uſe of their hair the flour intended for culinary purpoſes. 
Was it proper that ſuch an immenſe waſte ſhould take place, 
when at this moment he underſtood there was the greateſt 
danger of a ſcarcity, as there was not corn in the country, to 
laſt longer than till June or July, at which time a large ſupply 
Vas expected? If inquiry was made of the churchwardens, 
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it would be found that the diſtreſs of the poor in different parts 
of the country was greater than could well be imagined. He 
withed that the effect of the - prohibition of hair-powder had 
been tried for one year, as our ſupplies were now ſo uncertain, 
both from the circumſtance of having loſt Holland, and from 
.the competition which we had to encounter with the French at 
every foreign market. 
T he Chancellor of the 8 reprobated this os of dif- 
cuſſion as diſorderly, and calculated to do no good, while it 
might be attended with much miſchief, - He lamented the pre- 
ſent high price of corn, but he had no information which gave 
him reaſon to apprehend: the threatened ſcarcity intimated by 
the Hon. Gentleman; nor if he had, would he ſtate an evil to 
ſo great an extent, while he had only to propoſe ſo trivial and 
inadequate a remedy, as could be derived from a Prohibition of 
| hair-powder. OT 
| Mr. Dent ſaid, that one e fact a not hot e that 
in conſequence of the late ſevere weather, the crops of next 
4 Harveſt could not be expected to turn out very favourably. 
Lord Sheffield ſaid, that he had taken the greateſt pains to in- 
forrh himſelf upon the ſubject 3 there was not the ſmalleſt 
danger of a ſcarcity, and even in thoſe places where there was 
at preſent moſt apparent ſcarcity, there were ſtill great quan- 
tities of grain depoſited. | 
Mr. Courtenay ſaid, that wearing powder would be a ſervice 
of danger, if an idea went abroad, that it had a tendency to 
produce a famine, and that every man who came under the 
deſcription of the poll-tax, would not only ſmart in his 
. but run the farther riſque! of being. Kyogked on the | 
eads. 
Sir M. . Ridley mentioned the "ol of thoſe 5 7 bad the 
misfortune to have [even or eight ſervants, and thought chat 
they ſhould only pay half. a- guinea for each. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that if it was table 
that the individual ſhould pay for the gratification of his own 
vanity in wearing powder, it was much more juſt that he 
ſhould pay for the gratification of that vanity which he in- 
dulged through the medium of others; thoſe who had the 
misfortune of keeping ſeven or eight ſervauts, appeared to him 
tc be the laſt objects of compaſſion on the preſent occaſion. 
General. Smith enforced the argument of the Hon. Baronet ; 
he mentioned the pleaſure which a man feels in being attended 
at table by a ſpruce powdered footman, and ! it hard 
that he ſhould be obliged to pay 6 io He Wen dhe 1 
of ſo innocent a e 
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Mr. Courtenay thought no man more capable of argu 
philoſophically on the nature of yanity than the Hon. . 
But ſurely he conceived that a-glaſs af Tokay or Madeira would 
reliſh equally well, whether the head of him whô preſented it 
was red, brown, or white. He had met with no deſcription of 

the ſpecies of-yanity deſcribed of, he Hon. General in the 
_ writings of Smith, Hume, or Ari le, though the latter, in his 
Treatiſe of Ethics, had expreſsly written a chapter on the ſub- 
ject of vanity, If the tax induced thoſe who had ſeven or 
_eight ſervants to diſmiſs only one of the number, it would be a 
| conſiderable ſaving to them, and an advantage to his Maj eſtyꝰs 
ſervice, which at preſent ſtood in need of men. To have a 
number of ſervants, he reckoned indeed a misfortune, D 
not perhaps in the ſenſe in which it was underſtood” by”t 
Hon. Baronet. The hardſhip was on thoſe, Who were obliged 
to keep a ſingle ſervant for neceſſary purpoſes.” It was p -- 
that thoſe: who kept a W train ſhould pay to the 
amount, in order that it might be ſhewin that the preſent was 
a tax on luxury, and thoſe who contributed moſt largely, might 
turn their vanity to a good account, from the Svaigling reflec- 
tion, that they were ſerving their country. 
Mr. Martin ſaid, that he could not help thinking chat a 
country gentleman derived no additional dignity from the 
number of his ſervants. {The hair of this honeſt and truly 
patriotic Member, being diveſted of every particle of hair- 
powder, had at his riſing occaſioned a conſiderable degree of 
laughter.] He would not compare himſelf to a picture of 
7 a but ſurely the heads painted by that famous artiſt 
were not leſs 3 or venerable, becauſe they wanted the 
ſuppoſitious ornament, which had been adopted by the mere- 
tricious taſte of later times. He himſelf had diſcarded the uſe 
of hair powder, becauſe he was not fond of unneceſſarily con- 
tributing to the ſupport of a war, which in itſelf he believed to 
be neither juſt nor neceſſary, and becauſe he would not, in - 
moment of” real or apprehended diſtreſs, ſteal one morſel from 
the neceſſities of the poor, to gratify the ſilly vanity of appear- 
ance. He would ſupport the tax however, ſo far as it might 
have a tendency to diminiſh the-uſe of hair- powder, but on no 
other ground did it meet with his approbation. 
General Macleod remarked with ſome ſeverity on the * 
ſion of an Hon. Baronet, with regard to the misfortune of 
having ſeven or eight ſervants, at a moment when the poor 
were in want of bread, and obliged to pay 92d. for the loaf 
which they had formerly at 6d, 
The blanks being filled up, the Houſe was reſumed, and the 
ro Wy to be received next * „ 'Th | 
| e - 
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The Bill to alter and amend the London Militia Act of laſt 


x | ſeſſion, went through a Committee. The IE was owns 
| to be received on . | | 


e d # 


5 OSI OF COMMONS. 
5 Toxspäx, March 24. 
The Bill for continuing the proviſions of the Alien Bil, was 


| read a third time and paſſed. 


The Bills for impoſing an additional duty on receipts, nd 


a duty on inſurances, were ſeverally read the firſt time, and or- 


dered to be read a ſecond time next day. $7 | 
A petition was preſented from Lord Garlies, farting. forth 
the circumſtances which had prevented him from ſooner de- 


livering the writ for the election of a Member to ſerve in Par- 


liament for the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, and that nothing 


was farther from his intention than doing any thing that might ; 
_ offend the Houſe of Commons. 


Mr. V. Dundas ſaid, that having brought the matter * 


the Houſe, without any perſonal knowledge of the Noble 


Lord, or intereſt in-the Stewartry, merely to check a practice 
which was but too prevalent with reſpect to Scotland, viz. 
that of detaining writs for the accommodation of articular 
election intereſts, his object was now effected. He ſhould 


| therefore move to diſcharge the order for the attendance of the 


Noble Lord at the bar of the Houſe. _ 
General Macleod ſeconded the motion, but hoped the Hon. 


Gentleman would bring in a Bill to regulate the mode of de- 


livering writs from the Hanaper-office, and of fixing the day 


of election for ſhircs and diſtricts of burghs in Scotland, where 


it was common to keep back both for the accommodation of 


particular intereſts. 


The order for the attendance of Lord Garlies was s dif- 


| charged. 


The Speaker ak he hoped every returning officer would take 


notice, that what had paſſed on this occaſion would be no ex- 
cuſe for any delay in the execution of his duty. He took that 
opportunity of ſubmitting to the Houſe the propriety of ſome 
legiſlative proceeding, to regulate the mode of ung * and | 
forwarding them to the proper officer. 


The Bill for granting certain additional allowances to ſub⸗ 
altern officers of the militia, when diſembodied, was read the 


firſt time, and n to be os a OE time on 9 8878 | 


next. 


Te 
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The report of the Committee on the Hair-powder Duty 
ill was brought up. FV 855 

A clauſe was added, excepting volunteer corps, ſo far as re- 
garded wearing hair- powder when exerciſing or on my a 


clauſe exempting perſons having more than two daughters from 
paying for more than two; and a clauſe laying the N of a2 


right to any of the exemptions in the Bill upon 

pleading r q Bet bs 
INQUIRY INTO THE STATE OF THE NATION. 

Ar. Fox roſe at five o'clock, and called the attention of the 
Houſe to the important motion, of which he had given notice, 
„That the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the 

| whole Houſe, to inquire into the ſtate of the nation.” Such 
motions, he obſerved, had often been made, though they ſel- 
dom had been effectual; and undoubtedly ſome allowances 
ought to be granted, nor ought the Houſe ever in truth to 


e perſons 


agree to do it, without having reaſons ſtated to them of ſtrong 
political neceſlity, ariſing from the circumſtances of the coun- 


try, the relative fituation of other countries, ſtrong inſtances 
of miſconduCt in miniſters, or ſuch other grounds as ſhould 


juſtify the repreſentatives of the people for reſorting to one of 
the moſt ſolemn modes of inquiry which the conſtitution 


knew. There were many circumſtances, he was aware, in 
which that Houſe would not agree with him in opinion; but 
there were others in which he believed there would be but one 
ſentiment. Whatever Gentlemen in general might conceive 


of the general ſtate of Europe, and of the proſpects which we 


might have from the proſecution of the ſyſtem in which we 
were engaged, however they might claſh as to the meaſures to 
be purſued, there was one object in which they muſt all unite, 
namely, that ſuch was the preſent ſtate of tiſis country, that it 
was of the utmoſt importance that the Houſe of Commons 
ſhould ſtand high with its conſtituents, and that it ſhould ac- 
quire their confidence by the attention and regard which they 
paid to their eſſential intereſts at any time; but more particularly 


in ſuch a perilous ſtate, the Houſe would not do their duty-to 


their conſtituents if they afforded confidence to any govern- 
ments—he would ſay any governments, not to mention the 
preſent, but on the ſtrongeſt grounds and the firmeſt convic- 
tion of their integrity and competence to the charge. | 
As to the motion he was about to make, it was not a new 
one; he made a fimilar motion to the preſent in the year 1777, 
a time which was then conſidered as critical and perilous z and 
though the Houſe did not think it expedient to agree to his 
motion, they could not reſiſt the great truth of the danger in 


which 
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the ſurrender of our army at Saratoga. If the fituation of the 


country was confidered as critical and perilous then, how com- 


_ paratively inſignificant were the dangers of that moment to the 


preſent ? Misfortunes now threatened every part of the em- 


pire. Though at that time the majority differed from him as 
to the cauſe of the misfortunes: of the country, they did not 

think it becoming the dignity of the Houſe to decline going into 
an inquiry at ſo awful and momentous a.cribs z they thought 


that.they could not diſcharge their duty to their conſtituents, 
when great expence was to be incurred, and great riſks to be 
run, by refuſing to inquire into the ſtate of the nation, by which 
all the ſtrength of our means would be fairly compared with the 


juſtice and value of the object to be obtained, and a retrofpect 


would be made of the conduct of thoſe who were entruſted 


With our affairs. 


It was obvious that there was now much diſſatisfaction in 
the country, not ariſing from the iufluence of French principles, 
about which undoubtedly there was much difference of opinion, 


but from the natural effect of a ſyſtem which had produced ſo 
much misfortune and diſgrace: A conſequence which all the 


events of war had feryed to heighten, as well as all the meaſures 
taken at home. There was not a mere majority; he ſaid, there 
was almoſt an unanimity in favour of loyalty ; but ſtill there 


were ſome diſlatisfied minds, and their number was daily in- 
_ ereafing. Theſe diffatisfaftions had not manifeſted themſelves 


by plots and confpiracies, the exiftence of which he always had 
and {till doubted ; but they did exiſt, and their origin was not 
affected to be concealed. They aroſe from the idea that the 
Houſe of Commons was not the repreſentative of the people, 
not even virtually the repreſentative of the people, for they 
did not take upon themſelves the guardianſhip of their rights, 


ner ſhew the ſmalleſt alacrity iu the fuperintendance of their 
_ Intereſts. If ſuch an opinion had gone forth, what better 
argument could the perſons who were defirous to gain proſe- 


Iytes have, than to fay, that even at ſuch a moment as the 


preſent, the Houſe of Commons could fit ſtill without bring- 


ing the Executive Government to account; without even 


going into an inquiry into the circumſtances of the nation, 


and into the meaſures which had uniformly produced ſuch 
calamity and difaiter? This argument would be greatly 


Rrengchened by the known fact, that the general wiſh of the 


people was for peace, and that even thoſe who were originally 
the moſt loud and vehement declaimers for the juſtice and ne- 
ceiltty of the war, were now eager for opening the door to an 
immediate negotiation, and for the return of peace, and no 
EE, 385 {A * | 8 longer 


Maxen 23. ] "WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 30ß 
longer anxiaus to catch at obſtacles to treaty, but were truly 
and feelingly convinced that peace, if it could be obtained, 
was an object to be coveted above every advantage that could 
be gained by the war. If, when the public opinion was ſo 
changed, the Houſe ſhould maintain a blind and implicit con- 
fidence in miniſters, and ſhould only ſhew themſelves defirous 
ol impoſing burdens on the people, and of ſupporting meaſures 
which were to induce new burdens, not only without driving 
miniſters to negotiation, nor even to account for the millions 
of money and oceans of blood which they had ſquandered, but 
even reſiſting a motion to inquire into the uſe that they had 
made of the confidence already granted them, what muſt be 
the advantage which was given to all the perſons in the coun- 
try, who were deſirous to ſpread the diſſatisfaction which they 
felt, and to prove their afſertions, that that Houſe was in rea- 
lity loſt to all the functions for which it was deſigned ? There 
were no means by which their arguments could be ſo well 
countenanced, and by which they could ſo effectually ſpread 
the diſſatisfaction which they themſelves felt. In what way, 
except by invidious diſtinctions of declamations againſt the 
preſent miniſtry, could men like himſelf, - who loved the 
Britiſh conſtitution, be able to defend it? How could they ſay 
that the conftitution was eſſentially good, when the Houſe of 
Commons ſuffered fuch a train of misfortunes to paſs before 
them, not merely without puniſhment, but without inquiry ? 
They might be aſked what they had to ſay in excuſe for 
their ſupineneſs, or what poſſible anſwer they could give to the 
juſt charge of relinquiſhing their duty, and of reſiſting the 
general voice of the people? They might ſay, that the conſti- 
tution could not be eſſentially good, under which leſs atten- 
tion was paid to the people even than in arbitrary governments. 
le had always thought that the beſt defence of the conſtitu- 
tion of England was not, that it tallied with the theories of 
ſpeculative men; not that in its letter there was more appear - 
ance of regard to the abſtract ideas of liberty, than was to be 
found in its ſpirit and practice; its beſt defence was its eſſential 
uſes, its beſt character was, that it had produced ſubſtantial 
happineſs to man. Take away this argument, and leave it'to 
thoſe who were diſſatisfied with our government to call upon 
its defenders to look at its practice, and to ſay that our Ex- 
ecutive Government had gone on for two years in a ſyſtem 
which involved an expence of blood and treaſure beyond com- 
pariſon, in an object which had been never explained, by meaſures 
which had uniformly failed, in which every one event had been 
marked either by diſaſter or difgrace, or by both; and that at 
the end of this time the Houſe of Commons abetted the go- 
val, eo . vernment 
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vernment in the continuance of the ſame courſe, and it would 
be in vain to contend that the theoretical beauty of the conſti- 
tution could be illuſtrated by its practice. They would natu- 


rally ſay, If this conſtitution be practically good, what conſti- 


* 


tution can be practicaily bad? What was the true character 


of a bad government? That the meaſures of a Prince, though 


wicked and flagitious, might be perſevered in for a time againſt 


the intereſts of his people. This was not always true; for 
the moſt deſpotic Princes had not always been able to keep 
their miniſters in defiance of the indignation of the country. 
Tf it were poſſible for the miniſters of Great Britain to per- 


ſevere in their meaſures, under ſuch a ſeries of diſaſters as we 


had ſuffered, not only without reſponſibility, but even without 


inquiry, then the moſt juſt accuſation againſt deſpotic govern- 


ments would be applicable to this; and thus the advocates for 


4- 


the Britiſh conſtitution would be deprived of their very beſt 
arguments for its defence. s ö 


Convinced of this, he thought, that if he did nothing 


| but ſtate to the Houſe, that we had been now two years en- 
gaged in a war, in every part of which we had failed, in which 


all our meaſures had been diſaſtrous, in which we had loſt 
the object for which we at firſt pretended yo undertake the 
war, and in which our enemy had gained more than the wildeſt 


imaginations of thoſe, who drove us into it, ever aſcribed 


either to their ambition or to their principles, he ſhould re- 


quire no further inducements to prevail on a Houſe of Com- 
mons that was eager to diſcharge its duty, to go into a Com- 


mittee on the ſtate of the nation;—He would not however 


content himſelf with this general argument. An inquiry into 
the ſtate of the nation would divide itſelf into various branches. 


It would be impoſſible for him, in the courſe of the ſhort 


time that he could hope to engage their attention, to go 
through the detail of all the circumſtances which forcibly 
. called upon the Houſe to go into this inquiry; he ſhould ſtate 


only a few, but theſe, in his mind, would be ſufficient to induce 
them, if they regarded their duty, to agree with him in his 


motion; for he owned he did not think it poſſible for any 
deſcription of men to commit their reputation ſo far as to aſ- 
ſert that they had done their duty to their conſtituents, if they 


refuſed the inquiry. hs; 


Ihe firſt object was, to examine our own refources of mo- 


ney, of men, and of the probability of uſing them effeRually 


for the purpoſe in which we were engaged. 1. Our reſources 


aroſe from our trade, manufactures, and population. 2. From 
our allies, their will and power to ſerve the common cauſc. 


And, 3. The principles of the war, and our conduct in it; for 


upon 
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upon that, the eyes of the nation, as well as of mankind, . 
would be fixed, and in which, by retaining the character of 
moderation and juſtice, we could alone procure the reſources 
of vigour, wiſdom, and prudence. Theſe were molt eſſential 
parts of our refources: For if it ſhould. turn out upon inquiry, 
as miniſters afſerted, that we had entered upon it with vigour, 
and had conducted ourſelves with moderation and prudence, 
the reſult would unavoidably be abſolute deſpair. Let them 
| look back upon the conſequences of the, war, and ſurely there 
would not be a ſingle difference of opinion, that if a ſyſtem, 
of wiſdom and vigour had been productive of ſuch calamities, 
the inference muſt be perfect and complete deſpair. An in- 
quiry muſt, upon this view, be favourable to miniſters. Ad- 
mit this poſition; and the confidence which had been given to 
them would be juſtified.” If they had acted with wiſdom and 
vigour, it would be manifeſt that the cauſe of failure was in 
the principle itſelf, and that the fault did not lie with them. 
But if, on the other hand, it turned out that they had not 
_ acted with wiſdom and vigour, it might be ſeen, that the prin- 
ciple was good, though the conduct had been defeCtive. They 
muſt either upon inquiry change the principle, or cenſure the 
conduct; and ſurely it was important in a meafure that in- 
volved- ſo deeply the deareſt intereſts of mankind, and which 
had produced fach horrors, that they ſhould enter upon this 
inquiry forthwith, and aſcertain this eſſential Is e. they 
proceeded further. 3 3 
With reſpect to the firſt branch of the inquiry, it was im- 
poſlſible to ſtate the loſs of men that we had already incurred, 
or to make an accurate eſtimate of the reſources of our po- 
pulation. If they went into the Committee, he ſhould un- 
doubtedly move for a complete and accurate. account of the 
loſs of men by the war; and fuch an account might be pro- 
duced. Of the Britiſh, as being the moſt important, he ſhould 
demand x ſtrict return. A paper had been laid upon the 
table, ſaid to be a return of the Britiſh loſs, but which ob- 
viouſly was defective in many particulars; for comparing it 
even with the occaſional reports made in the London Gazettes, 
a vehicle for which he had not the higheſt reverence, conſider- 
able differences would be detected. Many returns of, lofs 
ſpecified in the London Gazette were not to be found in this 
paper. There was a difference in the returns of October; the 
Gazette ſtated a loſs about the gth of May; ſome Britiſh were left 
in Nicuport; Britiſh ſtandards were taken in Valenciennes and 
Condè, and it was therefore to be ſuppoſed that Britiſh troops 
were with them; and the loſs at Bergen-op-zoom was not 
enumerated in this , He mentioned theſe particulars 
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to ſhew that thoſe Gentlemen would deceive themſelves, who | 


looked upon that paper as a perfect account of the leſs of Bri- 


tiſh troops during the laſt campaign; it had been infinitely 


more fatal than miniſters were willing to communicate to the 


country. He had ſeen a return of the Britiſh in the month 


of September laſt, and which, he believed, no perſon had pre- 
' ſumed to diſpute, ſtating the amount of the Britiſh at 26,000 


men. Was there any hope, he aſked, that when the troops 
came home (and the ſooner that they came the better) any 


ny like this number would be left? It was too painful to 


eart to inquire into the fact. If the Houſe could pro- 
cure an account of the loſs that we had ſuſtained, by every 
means of killed, ſick, wounded, and priſoners, if the mortality 
in all the varieties in which death had been ſuffered by our un- 
fortunate countrymen, could be prefented to the eyes of the 


Houſe, he was ſure that it would not only ſhock the credibility 


of Gentlemen; but taking in all parts of the world, not merely 
the ſeat of war on the continent, but in the Weſt Indies, the 
Mediterranean, and elſewhere, and ſubtracting therefrom all 
the amount of common mortality, would convince them that 
we had already ſuffered fuch a diminution, as the ſtate of the 


population of Great Britain could not recruit. This was not 


all: It was not merely the loſs of Britiſh troops; it was not 
the horrible confideration of the ſlaughter of our fellow-ſub- 
Jets, that the Committee would have to aſcertain ; if it was 
true that the preſent was a war in which allies were indiſpenſ- 


_ ably neceſſary, they muſt alſo aſcertain the mortality of our 
' allies. Was it true, as had been aſſerted in the only docu- 
ments which we received of the proceedings in France, that 


there had, in the courſe of the laſt campaign only, ſurrendered 


as priſoners of war more than 60,000 men? If this were true, 
and he took it under the calculation, it ſurely ought to inſtigate 


that Houſe to an inquiry before they proceeded further in a 
war ſo calamitous. , What muſt be the amount of the mor- 
tality, if 60,000 were made priſoners? Ought they not to aſ- 


certain as clearly as poſſible the ſtate of Britiſh population be- 


fore they conſented to new drains of blood? Though this 
country had a few years ago increaſed in population, they all 
knew that Britain had not of late increaſed in population as it 
had increaſed in wealth, He referred them to a paper that 


had been laid upon the table in conſequence of the new plan 


for manning the navy; namely, the account of houſes paying 
taxes to Government, which in his opinion formed the beſt 


baſis of an eſtimate of the population. That paper contained 
facts very ſurpriſing to ink who had not looked at the coun- 


3 


try with an obſervant eye. According to that paper, the . 
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ber of houſes in Great Britain paying taxes, had not materially 


increaſed fince the year 1777: That is, in eighteen years, in 
which we had apparently increaſed ſo much in wealth and 
ſplendour. This curious fact was ſo contrary to the obſerva- 


tion of thoſe who ſaw houſes riſing in every quarter, that in- 
quiries had been made into the truth, and it had been found, 
that though many houſes had been built, they were not of a 
kind that paid taxes. It had been found too, that though the 
number had increaſed in the counties of Middleſex and Lan- 


caſter; and ſome other places, yet this increaſe was balanced 


by the decay of other counties, which neceſſarily tended to the 


general decreaſe of houſes in the kingdom. The clear and 


manifeſt reſult of this calculation, upon which Government 
had founded the great meaſure of - recruiting the navy, was, 


that the genera] population of the kingdom had not increaſed, 


and that it cannot therefore afford to repair the loſs of blood 
which we had already ſuffered by the war. TITS, 
His Majeſty had, however, other dominions from which 


alſo refources of men might be procured ;/ to theſe. he ſhould 
allude by and by; he would only for the preſent obſerve, that 
there was no one circumſtance in which the ſiſter kingdom of 


Ireland was of more importance to Great Britain than in the 
number of men it had annually furniſhed to our armies in 
the time of neceſſity: And if by any ſtrange and miſguided 


policy that country ſhould be divided from the Britiſh nation, 


or, without diviſion, ſhould be fo alienated in its affections, 
and ſo tame and lukewarm in its attachment, as not to feel 


common cauſe with us, the empire would be crippled in its 


moſt vigorous arm, and miniſters would have to. anſwer for 
a a diſmemberment, or diſaffection, vitally fatal to the/ſtate. 
The next argument on the branch of our reſources was, 
that we had already funded ſomething above 60,000,000]. that, 
with the unfunded debt, which might be actually ſaid to be 
incurred, as we had engaged in the expence, would make 
the ſum that we had already ſpent in the preſent war, be- 
tween ſixty and ſeventy millions. We had raiſed taxes little 
ſhort of three millions of perpetual burden on the people, 


Though theſe taxes were productive, they had been faid to be 


not burdenſome ; he could not agree to this propokition, 
which he conſidered as nothing more than the common cant 

0 1 ; he owned the new taxes were rendered ne- 
"on 


ary by our expence, and that they muſt be borne. But to 


 fay that the taxes of laſt year, and more particularly that the 
taxes of this year, were not burdenſome, and would not fall 
heavy on the middling claſſes of ſociety, who were the great 
_ ſupporters of the ſtate, was to ſpeak rafhly and falſely. 1 
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talked indeed of luxuries, and of taxes that fell ſeverely only 
upon the upper ranks of life; but nothing could be more idle 
or more fictitious than ſuch prating. Financiers were in their 
hearts well convinced that to ſuggeſt taxes calculated to. fall 
on one claſs only, was an idle and impracticable ſpeculation. 
A tax on the rich would be fatally felt by the poor; and ir 
_ was Equally true that a tax on the poor would affect the rich. 
It was a reſult naturally ariſing from the order and the con- 
dition of ſociety; and from this ſympathy no ingenuity. could . 
relieve any of the claſſes. We had incurred, therefore, three | 
millions of permanent burdens; near ſeventy millions of ad- 
ditional debt. If they were to go on, he muſt demand of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him, if he had conſidered 
of the extent of the burdens he muſt impoſe next year? It 
would not be an anſwer—* ſuſhcient to the day is the evil 
thereof —the proverb was not an anſwer fit for a ſtateſman. 
to uſe—it was not an anſwer for a Houſe of Commons, de- 
ſirous of doing its duty to a ſuffering people, to receive. It 
was the duty of the miniſter providently to look forward; it 
was the duty of the Houſe of Commons, as guardians, to 
prevent conſequences ſo dreadful; and it was their common 
duty, as legiſlators, before they raſhly plunged into new ex- 
pences, to inquire into the condition of the people, to ſee 
that their means were equal to the load, and to compare it with 
the benefits which they intended to ſecure to them by theſe ex- 
_ ertions: Above all, it was their duty to prove to the people, 
that if they had not ſpared their blood and their treaſure, 
neither had they ſpared their own labour and their own re- 
ſponſibility. It was fit that they ſhould prove to them, that 
before they engaged the country in new enterpriſes, they 
had examined the principle and the conduct of thoſe that 
were paſt; they had looked thoroughly into the ſyſtem itſelf, 
and into the meaſures founded upon that ſyſtem, as well as 
into the condition of the people, and that upon due conſider- 
ation they found that the object was valuable, and that the 
means were equal to it. | 77 Sets ie Doan» 
Our reſources, it had been ſaid, were ſupported by the 
manufactures and trade of the country, and that theſe. were 
in a flouriſhing condition. He would aſk Gentlemen the 
beſt acquainted with the manufacturing diſtricts of the king- | 
dom, thoſe who repreſented manufacturing counties, or lived 
in them, if they had not already been conſiderably injured by 
N the war ? It was ſaid that they were leſs injured laſt year than 5 
1 they had been the year before, and this might be true; the 1 
1 | temporary ' poſſeſſion of the French Weſt India iflands had | 
1 given a recruit to our manufactures during the laſt year; oy | 0 
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this was not likely long to remain, if it was not already loſt 4 
to them. By the account of ee exports of the country, 5 
the export of Britiſh manufactures had been more in 1792, 7 
than in 1793, by four millions. The whole amount of theſe i 
exports in 1792 had been eighteen millions, ſo that we had 17 

| ſuffered the dreadful loſs of two ninths of the whole manu- We 
facture of the kingdom. The exports of 1794 had indeed 35 
got up again, and exceeded tlioſe of 1792 by two millions. 1 
; f hey were {till ſhort of thoſe of 1792 to the ſame amount; 55 
and the increaſe in that year above 1793, was to be aſcribed 17 
ſolely to the ſanguine ſpeculations of ſome gentlemen to the A 
_ conquered iflands in the Weſt Indies. Theſe ſpeculations - 28 
neither would nor could be continued; and thus it was mani» "it 
feſt that our manufactures had ſuffered a diminution which + 
went to their root. He called upon the Gentlemen of Lan- FL 
caſhire to ſay, where this account was in any one point er- ol 
roneous. He had ſeen papers which carried the diminution 0 
of trade in Lancaſhire to a degree that would aſtoniſh every - BY 
Gentleman who had not peruſed or heard of the ſtatement. 15 
There was no way of eſtimating population better than by jj 
the parochial accounts of marriages and births. By the ſtate-_ 4 
ments which he had ſeen from Lancaſhire, it appeared that LI 
in ſome pariſhes the decreaſe had been one half, in others one 7 
third, and in none fo little as one fourth. In the largeſt pariſh 5 
of Mancheſter the decreaſe of births had been one half; that [4 
is, there had been but fifty births for every hundred before the 9 
war, and this to an extent that affected the population no leſs 9 
than 12,000 fouls. Surely then, before they were to agree to $ 
go om with the war, they ſhould firſt inquire whether we could * 
find the neceſſary numbers to repair the loſs of our armies ; = 
and whether theſe ſtatements of the decreaſe of population, 72 
ariſing from the calamity of the country, were well founded . 
oer non, . ST „ 23 IE 
Another part of our reſources, Mr. Fox ſaid, was our trade. 7 
Laſt year when he made a motion with reſpect to the conduct 8 
of the navy and the adminiſtration of our Admiralty, the lo Ts 
price of inſurance had been held up by an Hon. Gentleman 70h 
as an argument againſt his aſſertion that there had been great 7 
miſmanagement in this branch of -the national force. He had Jo. 
taken conſiderable pains to inquire into the ſtate of our trade, FE 
and of inſurance, ſince that time. It would be impoſſible ſor mT 
him to lay before the Houſe all the particulars which had come BY 
to his knowledge; but it was a curious fact, that though the 2 
agitation of the queſtion laſt year, and the complaints that = 
were made againſt the Admiralty, might be ſuppoſed to have. 70 5 

_ given confidence to the inſurers from the expectation that more 5 95 
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attention would be paid to this ſervice than before, yet the 
price of inſurance had been regularly riſing, and riſing from 
that period to the preſent, and it was now at a price which 
Gentlemen would hardly believe to be poſſible. At no period 
of the laſt war, when we had to contend, not merely with 


France, but with France, Spain, and America, was inſurance 
to the Welt Indies higher than at this moment, notwithſtand- 


ing all our alliances, when we had only France to contend 
with fingly, and when America was acknowledged to be ſtrictly 


and honourably neutral. It was at this moment, he ſaid, full 
as high, if not higher, than at any period after the grand junc- 


tion of the fleets of France and Spain, and when we had even 
brought the Dutch into the field againſt us. Inſurance to the 


Mediterranean, notwithſtanding that we had ſo powerful a fleet 


in that ſea, and notwithſtanding the conqueſts that we had 
made there, conqueſts upon which he had heard ſo much boaſt- 
ing, and when Spain was alfo our friend, yet inſurance was 


at this moment as high to the Mediterranean, as at any period 


of the laſt war. Our trade to Spain and Portugal was in the 


ſame ſituation. It was even ſtopped to ſome of the ports of 


Spain, ſuch as Bilboa and Barcelona, on account of the 
enormity of the inſurance. Would it be believed that the in- 


ſurance to Spain was from twenty-five to thirty guineas per 


cent.? It would be obvious to Gentlemen, that on ſo high a 


premium; merchants, to ſecure themſelves, muſt not only in- 


ſure the cargo, but alſo the premium; otherwiſe it was clear 


that they would only receive ſeventy pounds in the hundred; 


inſuring cargo and premium was not, therefore, lefs at this 


moment, than between thirty-ſix and thirty-ſeven per cent. 


Whether trade could bear this load he left to Gentlemen to 
inquire. He believed that it could not, and accordingly the 


event had been, that a new and circuitous courſe had been pur- 
ſued. Our manufactures had been ſent to Hamburgh, from 
which, in neutral bottoms, they had been conveyed to other 


markets. This might do when inſurance to Hamburgh was 
o1ly at one, or one and a half per cent.; but now, by the ſame 
fatality that had accompanied every other part of the war, it 
was riſen to ten per cent. even this market was totally deſtroy- 


ed. When this ſubject was diſcuſſed, an argument might be 


ſet up, that the price of inſurance was inflamed by unneceſſary 


terror, and that the inſurers were great gainers by the high 


rice. Was not the fact notoriouſly otherwiſe ? It would not 
de denied that great and fatal loſſes had been ſuffered, the 


conſequence of which was a general diſtruſt of individuals, 


Ip operated to the advantage of great companies. Indi- 
uals might be found ready to underwrite hazards at ſeven 
Es | 1 1 per 
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per cent., where you companies demanded ten and yet ſuch 


was the ſtate of the country, that the high premium was given 


to thoſe companies rather than the lower one to individuals. 
He mentioned this fact only becauſe his argument without it 


would not have been complete; ſince it might be ſaid that the 
high price was owing to the infurers hy advantage of the 
general alarm. But if individuals had ſuffered ſo much as to 
make perſons look out for the higheſt poſſible ſecurity at an 


expence ſo comparatively great, it muſt be clear that the trade 


of the country had ſuffered; and ſurely before it was held 


out as an ro ane for continuing the war that great reſources 
ound in our trade, an inquiry ſhould be made to 


were to be four A 
know whether our means in that department were equal to 


# 


The next point of reſource, Mr. Fox obſerved, was our con- 
nexions with foreign nations. And here it was material, While 


_ they were voting fums beyond all the example of hiſtory, for 


the purchaſe-of allies, to know whether Great Britain had any 
allies or not—to know who they were, what was their ability, 
and what their inclination. He demanded to know who they 
were. Was the King of Pruſſia our ally? He knew that he 
had been ſo in the years 1792, 4793, and 1794; but was he ſo 


at this time? The firſt queſtion to be afked was, Did he fulfil 
the treaty for which the ſubſidy was paid him? If he did fulfil 


it, why did we ceaſe to pay that ſubſidy? Why had we broken 
the contract? Surely Parliament ought to inquire, that we 


may be able to declare either that he has been deficient in his 


performance, or that he has been treated — by us. An 
Hon. Gentleman (Sir William Pulteney) has faid, that the 


King of Pruſſia, during the laſt campaign, did us better ſer- 


vice than by direct co-operationwithrthe allied armies. Let this 


curious aſſertion be inquired into and-aſcertained; and if ir ſhall 


be proved, let the Houſe do their duty, and render juſtice to 
that ill- treated Monarch; let them declare that — have 
acted towards him with creachery and injuſtice: Let them de- 
clare their indignation at che ſcandalous breach of contract 


which he has committed, and let them ſhew to the nations of 


Europe, that, faithful to cheir own engagements, they would 
not ſubmit to be the .dupes of any potentate on earth. This 


national policy, as well as national pride, demanded; for, if a 


direct violation of -a ſolemn engagement were to be 


over without even inquiry by the Parliament of e they 


muſt expoſe themſelves to ſimilar indignities 
other court. Qur connexion with Pruſſia Was, however, to be 


viewed in another e If the Pruſſian Monarch was no 


longer our ally, what had become of the treaty of 2788? By 
Vox. JL = „FFF FS IT 4 that 


- 


_— 
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| that treaty he was obliged to furniſh 30,000 men. It had been 
made the ground for juſtifying the treaty of 1793, that being 
engaged to furniſh 30,000 men, we had given him a ſubſidy of 
Ther hundred thouſand pounds, to furniſh ſixty thouſand, 


. . 
:* INS 


mn They had now quarrelled with him about the performance 0: 

|: | | this laſt treaty; and the uſe of this regulation was, that we 
| were to loſe all. Could we go on, ſuffering theſe conſequences 
14 from what we called the regular governments of Europe? Was 
1 2 Britiſh Houſe of Commons to laviſh enormous ſums of 
17 money only to purchaſe the breach of treaties; to procure the 


1 ” 


6 violation of engagements, leading in their conſequences to the 

1-3 deeſtruction of all the meaſures in which we were engaged? 

1 Ihe Houſe of Commons might ſurely inquire why the King 

1 of Pruſſia left the allies in the middle of the can paign; and 

14 = what was become of the defenſive treaty of 1788? They had 

"hr read ſuch various accounts of his preſent proceedings as ta 

17 make it abſolutely neceſſary for them to inquire, in order to 

— 1 regulate their conduct. They had heard of his ſending ar- 

19 mies again to the Rhine; and they had heard that he conſidered 
| 1 the Rhine as a proper boundary for France. It was ſaid by 

mm | ſome that his armies were marching againſt the French, and by 
TW 1 | others that he was marching againſt his allies. They 0 
1 { ; to know preciſely what he was, whether he was an ally, whe: 
a | 1 ther he was neutral, or whether he was an enemy. 'The treaty 
438 of 1788 was a defenſive freaty. Miniſters had ſaid that we 
1 were forced into this war, and that the French had attacked 

i | us farſt, He ſhould doubt the ſincerity of 'their'affertion if 
1-1 they had not demanded from the King of Pruſſia the perform- 
I 1 ance of the treaty of 1788, and if they had not compelled hi- 
776 performance of it. The Houſe of Commons, in his mind, 
v1 could not lull their conſciences to reſt, if they did not inquire 

by into theſe facts. Perhaps the King of Pruffa might ſay, the 

= wWouar was not defenſive; Britiſh miniſters, through a conhding 
„ Parliament, might affect to call it ſo; but he knew better: He 
1-148 EkKnew that though the French had begun, the Engliſh miniſters 
: fl had driven them to the war. Perhaps he might give then 
7 1 another anſwer: He might ſay, the war was undertaken for tlic 

3 demolition of Jacobin principles, which ſet themſelves up 

4 againſt regular governments /ihe his; and he might explain the 


aſſertion of the Hon, Baronet by ſaying, that he had rendered 

more ſervice to the allies by his attack upon Poland than he 

could by any other means; He might ſay, What ſignified the 
_—_ - capture of a town, the recovery of a fortreſs, or the protection 
11 of a province, to the great atchievements which he bad per- 
* | formed in Poland? Had he not cruſhed the riſe: of Jacobi 
principles among that abominable people? He had daſhed 


the 


ſidized. We mult either, therefore, 
gone off, or as an ally to be hired, unleſs, indeed, we were 


0 — 


was conſiſtent with 
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the cup of. riſing liberty from their lips! N 
them to that condition of flavery whic 

the ſafety of the regular governments! What ſignified the re- 
covery of Flanders, or the preſervratiom of Holland, to the cap- 
ture of Koſciuſko; ro the overthrow of that diſtinguiſhed 


man, whoſe courage and talents had excited the ſympathy of | 


every congenial breaſt, and whoſe example warmed every ge- 


nerous ſoul to the great and ſacred duty of the nielioration of 


the condition of his kind? The King of Pruſſia might boaſt 
that thus he. had done more for the real cauſe, rendered more 
ſervice to the real object of the confederacy, than by any co- 


im the ſubſidy, by his own confeſſion he could have done 


nothing. If we had not given him the ſum, he would have 


done for us juſt as much as he had done—that was, 1 
If he was to be conſidered as our auf he muſt again be fub- 
ook upon him as an ally 


eren to be obliged to purchaſe his neutrality. _ 


Mr. Fox faid, they were now to come to theit next den 


plicit confidence to the unſullied honour of his 1 8 Ma- 
jeſty, and to the immaculate Court of Vienna. Ih 

of Leopold had undergone a little ſtain; but the character of 
the anceſtor was not to be imputed to the preſent Prince, Be 
it ſo. The Emperor had made repeated declarations of the 


ſame nature as thoſe of Pruſſia, that he was utterly incapable 


operation with their troops! If fo, it was manifeſt we had 
| ths 1,200,000. to ſubdue Poland. Unleſs we had granted 


e honour 


of continuing the war without requiſitions of a kind that ma- 
nifeſted the truth of his aſſertions. The Prince of. Cobourg | 


had called for the plate and the valuables of the country as the 


only means by which the Emperor could defend the people 
and to this Court, To exhauſted and ſo feeble, we were now to 


vive either four or fix millions, if the Emperor would con- 


deſcend to accept of them. Woe were to do this too without 


having any thing like the ſame tie upon him as we had on 
Pruſſia. It he ſhould imitate the example ſet him of with- 
drawing in the middle of the campaign, we could not with- 


draw alſo: | We were to advance the whole ſum at once, We 
were to deprive ourſelves of the power of check on his con- 


duct. But what was the moſt material for the preſent con- 


ſideration of the Houſe was, that if he could not move, nor 


eren take the field without this enormous loan this year, 
would be equally incapable of moving next year without 
another loan: And thus Great Britain was to ſuſtain the whole 


burden of the War. 
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5 36 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY 
- We had other allies: We had allies in Italy and in Spain. 
Though they paid great ſubſidies to the Italian Princes, they 


probably ſurrendered, not taken. Bigotted-to their religion, 


* 


* 


had ſcarcely heard of a movement in the country. He would 
fairly put it to Gentlemen, whether the neutrality of 'Sardinia 
would not have been as advantageous to us as the diverſion 


that he had made. What good had we derived from our ſub- 
ſidy of 200,000. a year? As to our other ally, the King of 


Spain, it was material to inquire into the preſent ſtate of that 


country. A great part of its north-eaſtern, provinces were 


| REPORTS. | [Counone, | 


% 


conquered. Bilboa and Barcelona were in a ſtate of danger, 


and no man would deny the fact that Spain at this moment 
was the weakeſt part of the alliance. No-where could it be 


truly ſaid was there ſo much cauſe for jealouſy of an indiſpo- 


fition to reſiſt the French as in Spain; no-where was there ſo 


much reaſon to ſuſpect treachery as there, Figueres was moſt 


they were loſt in ignorance, and knew only that their ſuffer- 


ings under their government made any change deſirable. In 


no part of Spain was ſo much vigour to be expected as in Ca- 


talonia. Accordingly the people of Barcelona determined to 


muſt call, or, what would be wiſer for themſelves, make a ſe- 
' Parate peace with their enemy. The Spaniſh court in the 


% 


defend themſelves; They had ſent a deputation to Madrid, 


_ declaring that they would defend themſelves, provided that no 


Spaniſh 9285 7 were ſent to their aid, except ſome particular 


regiments which they knew and eſteemed, and provided that 


an aflembly of the Rate was called. No anſwer was given to 
this deputation, or rather it was rejected, and the French 
found too eaſy a conqueſt in that province. Such had been 
the reſult of our ſouthern; alliances. Sardinia had engaged to 
make a diverſion in France; and the French were in poſſeſſion 
of Savoy and Nice. Spain had engaged to make a diverſion 
in Rouſillon ; and ſhe had loſt Navarre, Biſcay, and Catalonia. 


The finanecs of Spain were in a ſtate that could not be con- 


cealed ; they bad not yet called for ſubſidy, but they either 


mean time had taken meaſures to retriexs their finances, of thc 
molt extraordinary kind. Gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of 
the Houſe would hold up their hands in aſtoniſhment and con- 


tempt at the Jacobinical meaſure of the Court of Spain. 


When a friend of his had ſome little time ago ſuggeſted, that 


at a time when a war of placemen and penſioners was.invol- 


ing the country in expences ſo enormous, it would not be im- 


props for placemen and penſioners to ſuffer a moderate tax, 


for the benefit of example, and to recoticile_the poor to the 


ſeverity of the load to which they were doomed. _ T he Houſe 


would recolieR with what ridicule the propoſition e. 


— 
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It was called a mean, a pitiful, and an unworthy. expedient, 


to which no nation would reſort that was not utterly exhauſted, 
and abſolutely” deſperate. _ What had the Court of Spain 
done? Impoſed a tax of no leſs than twenty-five per cent. on 
all places above a hundred a-year. This expedient, ſo diſ- 
graceful in the eyes of the Gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of 
the Houſe, would be a convincing proof to them that Spain 


was at the end of her reſources.—Such, on the face of the 


matter, and as far as a man with the common information to 
which he had acceſs could know, was the preſent condition. of 
our foreign connexions. Was not this exterior appearance an 
additional argument for going into an inquiry into the ſtate 
of the nation, in. which they might receive ſurer documents, 


the exertions of our allies? f ; 


| He would next proceed to inveſtigate our own conduct, and 


to examine what ſtrength we had acquired by the eſtimation 
which rectitude and dignity, moderation and juſtice, had pro- 


cured us in the eyes of Europe. It was a grand and an 


eternal truth, that juſtice, the greateſt principle of power, was 
the beſt policy. The conviction of mankind had made it an 
axiom. It was therefore to be ranked among the number of 
our reſcurces ;. and it was the duty of the Houſe to look back, 
and to ſee whether their conduct ſince the commencement of 


the war had been ſuch as to entitle them to the good opinion 


of the wiſe, the enlightened, and the obſerving part of man- 


kind. He would lay it down as a principle, that if we had 


been defigient in juſtice, we had been deficient in wiſdom ; 


and that we had thereby enfeebled our arm, and taken from the 


» 


vital ſtrength of the country. 


Therefore, without queſtioning the juſtice or the neceſſity a 


of commencing this war, let them examine the ſubſequent 
conduct of miniſters. Whatever might be the grounds upon 
which miniſters had entered into it, the means they had em- 
ployed were fit matter of examination. At the time they re- 
ſolved upon war, they were extremely fanguine that every 


power in Europe would ſee it in the ſame light as they did. 


When he repreſented that their plan of ſtarving France was 


abſurd and impracicable; for that - ſhe would be ſupplied with 


proviſions by neutral powers, he was anfwered, that the neutral 
powers in ſuch a war would be but few.. What was the fact at 
the end of two years ?—That the neutral powers had been 
many, and were increaſing. and that America, the grand neutral 


power, had always been, and continued to be:ſo. It was of 


_ the utmoſt importance that other nations with whom we were 


not at war, ſhould be imprefſed with a high idea of our 
EF i on des nee nero juſtice, 


and aſcertain, what preciſe dependence we ought to have on 
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juſtice, magnanimity, and moderation: What had been our 


condutct towards them in general? what to America while we 
durſt? He was ready to admit that if our atnbaſſadors or en- 
voys to foreign ſtates, for many of whom he felt great reſpect, 
and for ſome particular friendſhip, had acted on their own 
mere ſuggeſtions, miniſters. at home were not anſwerable for 


their conduct; but he was perſuaded they had ated ftriatly 


according to their inſtructions, or, if they had not, thoſe who 
employed them were bound to call them to account, and diſ- 


avow what they had done. With reſpect to America, he 


ſhould only obſerve, that after taking her ſhips we had con- 
cluded a treaty by which we agreed to pay fot the damage thus 
ſuſtained: by her commerce; a thing which he meant not to 
fay we ought not to have done, but that we ought not to have 
given occaſion ſor our being called upon ro pay. To the 
Court of Denmark we had delivered memorial after memorial, 
complaining of neutrality; the anſwers to which had raiſed the 
character of the miniſter, M. Bernſtorff, higher than that of 
any Daniſh miniſter before him. We had engaged in a di- 
plomatic conteſt, in which we ſhewed ourſelves completely ig. 
norant of the laws of nations, and were foiled according]y. 


The language of Lord Hervey. to the Grand Duke of Tuſcany 
had never. 


en diſavowed 24 miniſters; it had even been 


imitated by his ſuccefſor, and therefore muſt have been agree- 


able to his inſtruftions. Lord Hervey went to the Grand 


Duke—not the Emperor or the King of Pruſſia, but to a Prince 
of high rank, although poſſeſſing no great degree of military 


or naval force—and faid to him, Can you pretend to main- 


rain neutrality with ſuch a ſyſtem as that of France RG ers 
that ſyſtem all the names which regular governments think 
themſelves authoriſed to beſtow; but forgetting that one of 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt plauſible charges Soft the French 
ſyſtem was the avowed intention of interfering in the govern- 
ments of other countries Can yeu baſely refuſe joining in 
the league againſt the murderers of your aunt, the declared 
enemies of your whole family, and the profeſſed ſubverters of 
all eſtabliſhed order and religion? I know to what cauſe your 
hefitation is to be attributed; it is to your liſtening to the advice 
of your miniſter Manfredini, a man who has obtained a per- 

nicious aſcendancy over your mind, but who ought to be dit- 

miſſed from your Councils,” By menace and infult the Duke 
of 'Fuſcany was compelled to declare wat, contrary to his own 
inclination, the advice of his miniſters, and the intereſts of his 
TfabjeAs.—Such was the conduct of miniſters, when confident 
of their power in the Mediterranean. While we were ſtill 


powerful in that quarter, Lord Hervey was recalled, and Mr. 


Wind- 


= 


— 
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Windham, who was ſent to ſucceed him, was inſtructed to pur- 
ſue the ſame courſe.” At laſt - we not only ſubmitted to the 
Duke of Tuſcany's neutrality, but to his concluding a treaty 
of peace and amity with the French Convention! In Switzer 
1and, Lord Robert Fitzgerald, whom he knew too well even to 
| ſuppoſe that he would exceed the ſtrict letter of his. inftruc- 
tions, condeſcendingly told the Swiſs, that he would not in- 
quire whether or not there could be any neutrality with ſuch 
a government as the government of France, but that no inter- 
courſe could or ought to be maintained with ſuch a govern- 
ment. He told the independent Cantons of Switzerland, that, 
although they might chaoſe- to call themſelves neutral, they 
were not to allow their ſubjects to reap the advantages of that 
th nee by intercourſe with the people of France] What 
was this but the height of infolence and injuſtice ? Who made 
us the arbiters of the intercourſe to be allowed by independent 
ſtates between their reſpective ſubjects? Where did we get the 
right, and if we had the right, where had we the power to en- 
force it? The Swiſsreturned adignified anſwer, that they would 
preſerve a neutrality which his Britannic Majeſty had often 
commended, and even acknowledged as an obligation. To 
the mighty republic of Genoa, of ſuch importance in the ſcale, 
we ſaid, Lou muſt not pretend to be neutral; for, if you do. 
it may give riſe to a revival of claims, that cannot fail to lead 
to a diſagreeable ifſue.” A more unjuſt menace, or more 
meanly expreſſed, was never employed. Who were the parties? 
Great Britain aſſuming to ſpeak for all the combined powers, 
and the republic of Genoa. The conclufion was the ſame as 
in all the other caſes. - After blockading the port, we were con- 
tent to withdraw our ſhips, with an ungracious apology for the 
inſult we had offered, Thus had miniſters impaired the cha- 
racter of the nation, and brought upon it what it had never 
known before, the imputation of meanneſs and injuſtice. 
Our conduct towards petty ſtates was rendered more glaring 
from being contraſted with our conduct towards America, Did 
we venture to tell her that ſhe muſt have no intercourfe with 
France? No—it was only to the weak we talked in high words, 
while to the powerful we ſubmitted to pay whatever damage we 
had done. * was any one principle in the law of na- 
tions more clear than another, it was the right of neutrality, 
Let Gentlemen confider what would be the condition of huma- 
nity, if this principle were not admitted! - If, when great 
powers went to war for what they might chooſe to call the cauſe 
of order, religion, and regular government, or what others 
might think were nothing more than views of ambition and 
#zgrandizement, every little State were compelled to take a 
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% WOODFALL'S-PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commune 
art; if this were to be the condition of ſociety, men would 


begin to doubt whether the eſtabliſhed rules of ſociety were 


worth preſerving, and to liſten to the paradoxes of thoſe, who 


ſaid, that rules and principles were the bane of ſociety. What 
he had afſerted, Mr. Fox declared he had afferted from puh. 


lic documents; but, if the Houſe ould think proper to go in- 


to the inquiry, the correſpondence between miniſters and their 


agents at foreign courts, would be called for, not for the pur- 


poſe of inflicting puniſhment, but to. vindicate their own and 


rhe national honour, If their agents had aQed contrary to 


their inſtructions, then miniſters Would have an opportuuity of 
clearing their own characters; if; as he believed, their agents 


had not acted contrary to their inſtructions, the Houſe would 


{ay that miniſters were net the nation, that the character of 
the Britiſh nation was to protect, not inſult the weak; and the 
Houſe would alſo pronounce ſuch cenſure as the caſe required, 
not with any regard to men, but to wipe away the ſtain of in- 
juſtice and puſillanimity, which had been caft upon the nation. 

Without conſidering whether the war might not have been 


avoided, he would ſuppoſe war to be refolved upon. When he 


Had come to this reſolution, was it not of conſequence to the 
ſucceſs of the war, that the object of it ſhould be clear? No 
two things could be more diſtinct, than fighting for a country, 
aud fighting again it. If miniſters had thought or acted like 
ſtateſmen, they would have taken one or other fide of the al- 


' ternative, with all its advantages and diſadvantages. They 
would have faid, We care not what the government of 
France may be, whether that of a Monarch, a Convention, or a 
Jacobin Club; we are fighting to repel an unprovoked aggreſſion, 


and to protect our allies the Dutch“ —or they would have 


adopted the idea of a late diſtinguiſned member of that Houſe 


(Mr. Burke), of whom, notwithſtanding their unfortunate dif- 


ference in opinion, he ſhould never {peak but in terms of ad- 


miration and reſpect, who, by an odd figure *, ſaid the object 


of the war was not the defence of the Dutch, but the reſtora- 


tion of monarchy in France, the reſtoration of the emigrants 
to their property, and the re- eſtabliſnment of ancient inſtitu- 


tions; becauſe, without all this was done, his Majeſty was nct 


lafe upon his throne, no Gentleman could be aſſured of his eſtate, 
nor any religious or civil eſtabliſhment be free from danger. 
Either fide of the alternative would have had its inconveniences. 
If we had taken the former, and ſaid that we ſough:, only in- 


demnity for ourſelves, and ſecurity for our allies, without re- 


DO 
Scheldt, a war about a pot de chambre, (chamber pot!) ? 75 


gard:n7 


The figure, which Mr. Fox did not repeat, was, «A war about the 


ven. 


% 
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parding what might be the form of government in France, 
we ſhould have had no pretence for expecting aid from French 
emigrants, or from inſurgents in any part of France, except in 


as ſar as, by embarraſſing the ruling powers at home, they might 


be ſuppoſed to facilitate our operations abroad. We ſhould 
have had no right to look for the co-operation of thoſe powers 
whoſe object was the reſtoration of monarchy in France; We 


ſhould, however, have had one advantage, more than ſufficient - 


to compenſate for all theſe diſadvantages ; we ſhould have been 
at war with the French on known principles of war; the people 
of France could never have been perſuaded that their exiſtence 
as an independent nation, and even their lives, were attacked; 
and conſequently they, could never have been brought to make 
the ſame exertions. Did any man believe that for the naviga- 
tion of the Scheldt, for a fortreſs on their frontier, or an iſland 
in the Weſt Indies, they would have endured the ſyſtem of 
terror, ſuffered perſons and property to be put in requiſition, 
and been converted into what had been emphatically called and 
emphatically ſelt, an armed nation? Would the Convention 


have been able to perſuade them that they were fighting for 
their liberties and their lives, when they were elearly told by 


us, that the whole conteſt was about the navigation of the 
Scheldt, and the ſecurity of the United Provinces? If the aid 
of the French emigrants and inſurgents in France was thought 
to be an advantage ſuperior to this, we ſhould have taken the 
other part, and ſaid, We make war, not againſt France, but 
for France: We wiſh neither to diſmember her territoty, nor to 
weaken her power, but to reſtore to her the bleſſings of regu- 


lar government, and to good citizens the enjoyment of 


their rights and property.“ The inconvenience here would 
have been, that we ſhould have united againſt us, every repub- 


lican in France, with many of thoſe who, although friends to a 
limited monarchy, dreaded the re-eſtabliſhment of the ancient 
| ſyſtem; but we ſhould have produced this good effect, that all 


the emigrants, all Frenchmen attached to the old ſyſtem, and 


all who diſliked-the ſyſtem of terror more than they diſliked 


monarchy, would have exerted themſelves in our favour. We 
ſhould have brought the queſtion of whether the great majority 
of the people of France be for monarchy or a republic ? fairly 
to iſſue, and reared a ſtandard to which royaliſts could repair. 
— Through a childiſh hope of graſping the advantages of both 
plans, miniſters had gained the advantages of neither. How 
could it be otherwiſe? When Conde and Valenciennes ſur- 
rendered, they were taken poſſeſſion of in the name of the Em- 
peror. The garriſon of Mentz was ſent to fight againſt the 


Toyalilts of La Vendee, When we took the French iſlands in 
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The Convention could ſay, * If we conquer, France will re- 
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the Weſt Indies, did we take poſſeſſion of them for Louis 
XVII.? We took poſſeſſion of them for ourſelves, to be 
_ retained as conqueſts, if the chance of war ſhould leave them 
in our hands. When ſuch was our conduct, could it be 
imagined that any French emigrant, whoſe ſituation was not 
_ deſperate, would join us; or that all who loved their country 
more than they loved royalty would not be againſt us? In all 
_ caſes, to attend to juſtice was particularly important; and the 
love of country was a motive ſo powerful as to be uſed as a 
_ pretext even by thoſe who felt it not. The royaliſts held out 
long and bravely; but what could they ſay to the people of 
France, what could they put in their manifeſtos of equal 
weight with the addreſſes from the Convention? They might 
| ſay, If we conquer, the French monarchy will be reſtored, 
but curtailed and diſmembered; and the firſt ſteps towards peace 
will be the ſurrender of one third of its former territory.” 


main entire, a great and independent nation, triumphant over 
all the powers who have leagued againſt her liberties.” With 
| ſuch diſcouragements on the one hand, and ſuch flattering pro- 
ſpects on the other, was it to be expected that any conſiderable 
number of Frenchmen would connect their own cauſe with 
that of the allies? We had ſo ſhuffled and trimmed in our 
profeſſions, that no party would flock to our ſtandard. It 
would be ſaid, that we could not be certain in the firſt inſtance 
how far it would be expedient to interfere in the internal af- 
fairs of France; that we muſt watch events, and act accord- 
ingly. By this indeciſion, by this want of clearneſs with reſpect 
to our ultimate intentions, we loſt more than any contingency 
could ever promiſe. Mr. Fox obſerved, Toulon had been taken 
poſſeſſion of by Lord Hood, on condition, as thoſe who ſur- 
rendered it underſtood, of reſtoring the conſtitution of 1789. 
Whether miniſters intended to obſerve that condition, he knew | 
not; but in their ſubſequent publications they gave reaſon to C 
hope that they did. They offered peace and protection to all 

F 


well-diſpoſed Frenchmen, who ſhould join in reſtoring mo- 
narchy, without ſpecifying what kind of monarchy; and what t 
protection had they given to thoſe who endeavoured to reſtore E 
it? Had not the royaliſts, for want of aſſiſtance or en- k 
couragement, been obliged, however reluctantly, to ſubmit to b 
the laws of the republic? If the allies were fighting either for 1 
France or againſt France, what ſhould have been their con- a 
duct towards Fayette and Dumourier? The treatment of bt 
Fayette by the Auſtrians would damn their name to eternal m 
infamy: They found him and the companions of his misfortune, m. 


not at the head of an army nor in arms, and took them 1 
| EE | 5 — 2 
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all the laws of nations and of war, not as \ priſoners of war, 
but as priſoners to be conſigned to a dungeon. If the allies 


were fighting againſt France, ſurely they ought not to treat as 
criminals generals quitting the enemy. Dumourier eame over, 


when he thought he had ſome power with his army, leſs, in- 
deed, than he ſuppoſed, _— it was impoſſible that a man, 
who had ſerved his country wi 


After extolling his virtue, at a moment when he had ren- 
dered his virtue doubtful, when it was found that he could not 
bring his army with him, he was treated as if a decree had paſſed 


to forbid any French general from coming over to the allies in 


future. It had been ſaid, that no religious ſect was fo bigotted as 
to exclude converts; but the political bigotry of the allies was 
more auſtere than religious bigotry, If they were fighting for 
France againſt the Convention, they ought to have praiſed 
Dumourier as a convert, and held him up as an example 
for the converſion of others. If they were fighting againſt 


France, they ſhould have conſidered all Frenchmen as enemies 


in the common acceptation of the term, and not, by denoun- 
cing vengeance for crimes committted in France, as Lord Auck- 
land, in a paper publiſhed at the Hague, had done, given ground 
for that enthuſiaſm of reſiſtance, which aroſe in the minds of 
men who conceived their lives to be in danger—an enthuſiaſm 
which had united men for common defence, who, in every mo- 
ment of reſpite, were tearing one another to pieces, and ſend- 
ing their opponents to the ſcaffold when they had the power. 
II the allies were fighting for France, the reſtoration of mo- 
varchy and regular government, he meant not to ſay that thoſe 


Who were more immediately the cauſe of the murder of the 


King, ſhould have been overlooked, but they ought not to have 
begun with thundering forth a manifeſto, threatening deſtrue- 
tion to Paris and all its inhabitants—a manifeſto which one 
could not now bear even to read, but by contraſting the inſen- 
fate fury of the menace, with the impotence of the attempt to 
put it in execution. If we were fighting for France, we ought 


to have publiſhed to the people of France that we had no 


views of aggrandizement, much leſs of diſmembering the 
kingdom, or taking vengeance of the inhabitants. As had 
been ſaid by the excellent and aſtoniſhing man already men- 
tioned *, „he knew not how to draw up an indictment againſt 


a whole nation.” Some exceptions might have been neceflary, 
but theſe ſ:ould have been mentioned by name, that others 


might have nothing to fear. By ſuch a mode of proceeding, 
many perſons deſerving of puniſhment. might have eſcaped. 
e | Mr. Burke, | M0 EE | 
"I £23 | But 


| ſuch ability and ſucceſs, ſhould 
not have had a conſiderable party in it. How was he treated? 
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But ſuch a meaſure would not have been ſo bad as the terrifying 
France by indiſcriminate threats. This he conceived to be a 
fundamental error. The Houſe ought to inquire, in order to 
ſee whether or not it was ſo; and, if it was, to take a new and 
intelligible line of proceeding, either for France as a nation, 
ox againſt it. To be convinced of the propriety of doing this, 
it was only neceſſary for every man who heard him, to aſk him. 
ſelf whether it was poſſible, that if the French Convention were 
to refuſe any thing like reaſonable terms of peace, they could 
call forth ſuch extraordinary exertions on the part of the pco- 
ple, as the idea that there was no alternative but victory or 
ſubjugation had enabled them to do? | 5 


After dwelling ſo long on the great errors, Mr. Fox ſaid, it 
would be ſufficient merely to name the leſs. If we took poſ- 
ſeſſion of Toulon, with a view not of conqueſt but of ſupport- 
ing the royaliſts in France, it was the moſt important advan- 
tage to which our attention could have been directed. Yet we 
left it with a ſmall garriſon ef Britiſh troops, truſting to the aid 


of allies who were either unable or unwilling to defend it. | 


This was faid to be done for the ſake of an expedition againſt 
the French Weſt India iflands; and that expedition was 
again crippled by collecting troops under the command of the 
Earl of Moira, for a deſcent upon the coaſt of France, a de- 
{cent for which an opportunity had never yet been found. The 
conſequence was, that Toulon was loſt, and that a number of 
troops was ſent to the Weſt Indies, ſufficient to take the iſlands, 
but not to keep them. Guadaloupe was already gone; there 


Was little hope of retaining any part of St. Domingo; and even 


Martinico and St. Lucia could not be conſidered as in a ſtate 
of ſecurity. 1717... 3 
'The error of the laſt campaign was confidence in the King 
of Pruſſia, in the Belgians, and the Dutch. We told the people 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands that they were fighting for their 
religion, and the people of the United Provinces that they were 
lighting for their liberties; but they did not believe us. We 
drew the Dutch into a war which they had no inclination to 
undertake for their own defence. When their protection was 
alleged as the principal cauſe for going to war, he had afked 
whether they had ever demanded our aſſiſtance? To this it 
was anſwered, that they durit not demand it, but if it was 
oftered to them, they would not refuſe it. He then believed 
and ſtated the caſe to be the reverſe; that if our aſſiſtance, 
which they did not wiſh for, was offered, they durſt not refule 
it. All that had happened ſince, confirmed his opinion. 
While we were fighting in the Auſtrian Netherlands, tbe 
Dutch} gave us but a feeble aid. When we were driven out 
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ok the Auſtrian Netherlands, and the United Provinces were 
to be defended, the Dutch joined in welcoming the French—a 
clear proof that they were forced into what we called a defen- 
five war. We ought to have known beforehand that the peo- 
ple of the United Provinces wiſhed not to be defended by us, 
and therefore were not to be depended upon as allies. We 
_ ought to have taken one of two lines of conduct; either with- 
drawn our miſchievous and oppreſſive protection, and ſaid, 
« Defend. yourſelves;” or taken poſſeſſion of the country with 
an army, and defended it like a conquered province. | 
When he looked to the naval part of the campaign, Mr. Fox 
ſaid, he found that the captures by the enemy were greater 
than in any former war, and that our trade was not greater 
in the ſame proportion. By documents which he conceived 
to be tolerably correct, it appeared that in the ſecond year after 
France took part in the American war the number of captures 
was 499. Of theſe, perhaps, one half were taken by the 
Americans. In the ſecond year of this war, when we had 
France alone to contend with, the number of captures was 860. 
Until he heard this extraordinary difference, under circums 
| ſtances ſo much leſs unfavourable, accounted. for, he muſt 
either ſuppoſe a defect in the force and number of our navy, 
or miſmanagement in the direction of it. His Majeſty's Speech 
from the throne in 1794, held out many topics of palt ſucceſs 
as arguments for future hope. We had driven the. French out 
of Holland; we had recovered the Auſtrian Netherlands; we 
had taken ſeveral ſtrong fortreſſes on the frontiers of France, 
which would facilitate our further progrets ; and while we had 
annoyed the enemy's contracted trade, our own had been ef- 
fectually protected. Yet in the courſe of that year 860 of our 
ſhips were taken. Every article of conſolation held out in that 
Specch was gone. We had loſt the fortreſſes on the French 
frontier ; we had loſt the Auſtrian Netherlands; we had loſt 
Holland; gur trade had ſuffered more than in any former war, 
within the fame period; and the recaptures bore no greater 
proportion to the ſhips taken than in former times. Were or 
were not theſe grounds of inquiry for the Houſe of Commons 2 
In what light did Gentlemen conſider themſelves? Were they 
{ent there only to vote taxes, as had been too often the caſe 
with the Parliaments of former Kings, or to act as a National 
Council, and to ſee that the Executive Government was not 
only incorrupe but judicious? It might have been ſuppoſed 
that aſter the memorable firlt of Tune we ſhould be maſters of 
the ſea; but of this we had no reaſon to boaſt. Our fleet came 
into port in November; and the French fleet put to ſea, no 
doubt, becauſe they knew that ours was returned. 50 little 
EY foreſight 
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foreſight had been ſhewn in preparing our fleet for ſea again, 


that it could not go out till late in January, and for two months 
the French were thus maſters of the ſea. 


It would be ſaid, 
that our fleet could not be always out. To this he muſt an- 
{wer, that, under proper management, a great part of it always 
might. But would any man contend that it could not be ready 
for ſea in leſs than two months, during preat part of which 


time it was known that the French fleet was out? It was even 


reported, that after the ſhips were ready, they were detained 
for want of biſcuit, which it became neceſſary to ſend to them 
by land carriage. How true theſe reports might be he knew 


not; but all the circumitances were ſuch as to demand inquiry, 


unleſs Gentlemen were prepared to fay, either that miniſters 
had ſteered us fo ſteadily, and piloted us ſo ſurely, as to deſerve 


implicit confidence, or that we were in a ſituation fo proſperous, 


as to be of itſelf a ſufficient proof of their good conduct. Was 
our preſent ſituation ſuch, he would aſk the miniſter himſelf, 
as to afford any rational ground for confidence? He was not, 


he hoped, a man to give to ſucceſs more credit than was due 


to it; he could reverence unſucceſsful wiſdom ; his own life 


had nat been ſuch as led him to think that ſucceſs ſhould be 


conſidered as the criterion of ſkill. Let the miniſter ſay, that 
the hand of God was upon us, when human prudence could 
avail us nothing; but let him not ſay that Great Britain was 
declining in every quarter; that all her exertions and the moſt 


laviſh profuſion of treaſure and of blood availed her nothing; 


and yet deny the propriety of an inquiry by the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to diſcover, if poſhble, the ſource of fo melancholy a 
reverſe of fortune. In ſuch a caſe it was the duty of every 
Member of that Houſe, of the friends of miniſters themſelves, 
to give up their private confidence, and promote inquiry. Then, 


if they found that miniſters had been purſuing an impracticable 


object, or endeavouring to obtain it by inadequate means, they 
would know how to apply the remedy. If they found that 
miniſters had been conducting the affairs of the State with 
ability and wiidom, they would be able to ſay with ſatisfaction 


to themſelves and their conſtituents, „ We will continue our 


confidence in theſe miniſters.” FU»? | | 
Fatigued as he felt himſelf, and long as he had treſpaſſed on 


the patience of the Houſe, Mr. Fox ſaid, he purpoſely omitted 


many incidental points, truſling to the force of the general ar- 
gument. There was, however, one ſo cloſely connected with 
the proſecution of the war in one point of view, that he could 


not paſs it over, viz, the irritated {tate of the ſiſter kingdom. 
When the war firſt became the ſubject of diſcuſſion, much 
againſt the inclination of his own friends, in that Houſe, and 


out 
3 
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out of it, he had preſſed upon the Houſe a variety of conſider- 


ations 3 he had haraſſed them with queſtions which they were 
unwilling to debate—not as was faid by an author not now 
much read (Cardanus), Nunquam libentius loquor quam cum 
quod loquor auditoribus diſplicet.” —He perſevered however, al- 
though he felt no pleaſure in addreſſing himſelf to unwilling 
hearers, becauſe he felt it his duty to do ſo, and ſtated many 
circumſtances that ought to diſcourage from going to war; 
among others, that the Auſtrian Netherlands could not be re- 


tained while the Emperor's Government was hated ; that Hol- 


land could not be defended while the Dutch did not with to 
defend itz and that the King of Pruſha by his conduct in his 
very firſt campaign againſt France had proved that he was not 
to be depended upon. He was then told that his ſpeech was a 
libel upon all our actual and all our poſſible allies. If it was a 


libel, experience had proved that it had in it that which had. 


been held the ſtrongeſt ingredient of libel, truth; and he hoped 
that ſpeech would go down to poſterity as a convicted libel. 
On the ſame occaſion he adverted to Ireland, and was told, 
Touch not upon Ireland.” He anſwered then as he ſhould 
do now; that he muſt touch upon every thing that demanded 


the attention of that Houſe in a diſcuſſion ſo important as peace 


or war. Ireland was an important part of his Majeſty's do- 
minions, in regard to the ſupplies of men it afforded for the 
army and the navy in time of war. It was important in 
another point of view; from the identity of conſtitution, and 
its being under the ſame Executive Government. We might 
look to it for information with regard to the diſpoſition of the 
_ miniſters, and for examples to imitate or avoid. Formerly he 
ſaw great difficulty in giving to the Catholics of Ireland all that 
they had a right to claim as ſubjects of the ſame conſtitution, 
namely, equality of civil rights with every other ſubject. A 


ſtrange jargon of Proteſtant aſcendancy had been ſet up, as if 


upon that depended the conſtitution of Ireland. - Miniſters 
ſome time ſince got over the diſſiculty in part, and although 


not in a way calculated to obtain much reſpect, united the af- _ 
fections of the Catholics for the time. When the new Cabinet 


Coalition took place in July, a coalition which he ſincerely la- 
mented, he hoped that this good at leaſt would ariſe from it, 
that the corrupt adminiſtration of Ireland would be reformed, 
that effectual remedies would be applied to inveterate abuſes, 
and that as much would be gained to liberty there, as ſeemed 
to be loſt to it here. It was upon the point of being gained, 
when, unhappily, things took a different turn. He defied the 
moſt ſtubborn advocate to deny that the preſent irritated ſtate 
of Ireland was owing ſolcly to miniſters, no matter Ng 
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here or there, no matter whether to the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man, the Duke of Portland, or Earl Fitzwilliam; although he 
himſelf had no doubt as to which of them it was not owing. 


A Lord Lieutenant was ſent over, popular from his perſonal 


character, and more ſo as connected with a part of the mi. 
niſtry here ſuppoſed to be favourable to the wiſhes and the 
claims of Ireland. He arrived, he received into his confidence 
men to whom the people had long looked up; he opened his 
plan —he was idolized ; he was idolized to ſuch a degree as to 
make them join with him in the cry of war. He called upon 
them for ſupporr, and promiſed the emancipation of the 
Catholics. [Mr. Pitt intimated acroſs the table that it was not 
ſo.] Mr. Fox proceeded, He did promiſe the complete eman- 
cipation of the Catholics; ſo it was underſtood, or miſunder- 
ſtood, in the Britiſh cabinet; but ſuch was the fact in Ireland. 
The people ſaw his meaſures, they ſaw. the men whom he ſe- 


lected to conduct them; and although he diſmiſſed not quite ſo 


many as they could have wiſhed, of thoſe whom they had fo 
long regarded with deteſtation, they were ſatisfied. He called 
for ſupplies, in conſideuce of the promiſed reform of abuſes; 
as it was the character of the nation to be more generous than 
prudent, large ſupplies were granted beforehand.. Having 


given all, the cup was, daſhed from their lips, their eager and 


excited hopes were blaſted, and even the favourite friend of 
miniſters was recalled, whoſe character was worth that of 
the whole Cabinet; whoſe character had given popularity to 


the miniſtry, becauſe it obtained it the credit of being pure, and | 
whom to gain they had thought a greater prize than all their 


new allies. He ſhould probably be told that Earl Fitzwilliam 
had gone beyond his inſtructions, and ſuſfered meaſures to be 
brought forward for which he had no authority. He would 


anſwer, he did not believe it, But of what moment was it 


whether miniſters here, or Earl Fitzwilliam, were to blame? 
The danger from the irritation of Ireland was the ſame z and if 
the Houle refuled to inquire, they might make themſelves re- 
ſponſible for its diſmemberment. For Earl Fitzwilliam he en- 


tertained a great partiality. When the matter ſhould, be in- 


veſtigated, he was perſuaded that the Noble Earl's conduct in 
the buſineſs had been conſonant with the conduct of his whole 
life. This was to him great private ſatisfaction ; but it was not 
a reaſon why the Houſe ſhould not go into the inquiry. The 
Catholics amounted to three-fourths of the population of Ire- 
land. But the Catholics were no longer a party; the only 
parties in Ireland were the poſſeſſors of a few places againſt the 
Iriſh nation. As far as he had heard, the Proteſtants and Ca- 
tholics Were entirely united. 5 Since the year > 1793 they __- 

| | | "7.001 


5%, ed > 


Maca 24.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 425 


only one common intereſt agaiuſt the abuſes and corruption of 


Government. He apprehended no ſeparation of 'Catholies 
from Proteſtants; what he apprehended was the alienation of 
the whole Iriſh nation from the Engliſh Government. Many 


people thought that, becauſe the conſtitution of Ireland eon - 


liſted of a King, Lords, and Commons, each of theſe three 


branches was exactly like the branch of the ſame name in this 


country z but they differed in many important reſpects. Matty 
people might think that ſince the year 1793, the Catholics had 
{uffered no perſecutions or excluſions; if they did ſo, they were 
much miſinformed. Putting all this aſide, however, did not 


what had lately paſſed afford ſtrong ground for diſcontent} atid 


call upon that Houſe to inquire, and even, if neceffary, 4 
puniſh? If miniſters here. were.to blame, let them be puniſhed; 
or if Earl Fitzwyliam in Ireland, dearly attached to him as he 
was, had been madly running” after popularity, by offering 
what he had not powers to grant, let him be puniſhed. If, on 


che other hand, it ſhould appear that the Noble Earl had been 
trifled with, and ſhuffled out of his meaſures and his ſituation, 


what puniſhment would be due to thoſe who had been the au- 
thors or inſtvuments of this double dealing? Let the Houſe 
therefore inquire, for upon the exiſtence of danger there could 
be no difference af opinion, whatever difference there might 
be with reſpect to magnitude. n 
Mr. Fox declared himſelf aware, that it was a common an- 
ſwer to ſuch motions as. che preſent, that as tke ultimate object 
of inquiry was the removal of miniſters, why not move for 
their removal at once? He would not go ſo for this reaſon, be- 
cauſe in ſuch a ſtate as that into which they had brought the 
nation, inquiry into their conduct ought to precede a motion 
for their removal; although he would not affect to diſguiſe, 
that, if the inquiry were gone into, a motion for their removal 
muſt follow. Did any map, who wiſhed for a continuance of 


the war, hope for better ſucceſs, while it was conducted with 
ſuch folly and weakneſs? Did any man, who withed for 


an end to the war, hope that miniſters could obtain for 


the country an honourable peace? It was the character of | 
wiſe men to chuſe a wiſe object, and to perſiſt in their efforts 


to obtain ic, by varying. the means as occaſion required, the 
object ſtill che ſame. Miniſters, on the contrary, were con- 
ſtantly varying their object, but obſtinately perfiſted in their 
means, and their means were war and blood{hed. They had 


never decided whether they were making war for France, or 
upon France. Juſt ſohad been their conduct towards Ireland; 
they had never ſpoken diſtinctiy to either. There were caſes 
nu u hich one would imagine a'miniſtey muſt think it for his in- 
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tereſt to be clearly underſtood. But men never got the better 


of their nature, and the miniſter was as much miſunderſtood 


by Earl Fitzwilliam, when his colleague in the Cabinet. It 


was not from any want of words, or choice of expreffion, that 


the Right Hon. Gentleman could not ſpeak intelligibly. He 
was miſunderſtood by the Houſe, he was miſunderſtood by his 
own. particular friends. He employed the gift of words not 


like other men, for the ſake of being more diſtinct, but for 
the purpoſe of being miſunderſtood z even his new affociates in 


the Cabinet could not underſtand him. Of him it might be ſaid 


as of a great man of ancient times, nrebus politicis, nihil ſimplex, 
: niþil apertum, nihil ſincerum. If the Houſe ſhould agree to go into 
the inquiry, they would prove that they were really affected 
by the intereſts of their conſtituents.” If they ſhould reſolve to 
go on without knowing who were our allies, or whether we 
had any, there would be too much reaſon for ſaying that our 
conſtitution was gone. In either caſe he ſhould derive from 
having made the motion, the ſatisfaction of ſhewjng that there 
were. men in the Houſe, who believed the ſituation of the 
country to be ſuch as it really was, and would do every thing 
in their power to avert the conſequences but too much to be 
apprehended. Mr. Fox concluded a moſt luminous ſpeech 


with moving, „That the Houſe do reſolve itſelf imo a Com- 
. mittee on the ſtate of the nation.“ | ON 


Ie Chancellor of the | Exchequer ſaid, he would not follow 
the Right Hon. Gentleman at length, through all the various 
points which he had ſelected for diſcuſſion, in a very long and 
certainly one of the moſt eloquent ſpeeches ever delivered in 


that Houſe. He would not argue them then, becauſe, witn 


one ſingle exception, they had been repeatedly inveſtigated and 
decided upon in that Houſe in the courſe of the prefent and 
of the laſt ſeſſion : He would not argue them then, becauſe he 
was convinced that all the topics, had been brought forward 


upon this occaſion for the ſole purpoſe of introducing the great 
and real object which the Right Hon, Gentleman bad in view, 


vi. the preſent ſituation of the kingdom of Ireland, which he 


— 


he had reſted on as a ſeparate, and ſubſtantive ground of 


Teaving, therefore, for the preſent, all the various other 


points of the Right Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech, which had cer. 


tainly been diſcuſſed with great ability, and which he ſhould 
allude to curſorily by and by, he would conſine himſelf to that part 
of it which related to Ireland; and he hoped to convince the Houle, 
in with ſtating, that in his judgment, that 


= 
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ich was urged.as a ground for going into a 


Committee, was, upon every principle of policy, the —_ 
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reaſon to induce the Houſe to negative the motion. It was 
with much reluctance that he felt himſelf bound to ſay any 
thing upon the ſubject: Independent of the delicaey which 
he muſtifeel in diſcuſſing in the Engliſh Houſe of Commons 
points ſo intimately connected with the internal ſtate of Ire- 
land, and conſequently. more properly cognizable in the Parlia- 
ment of that kingdom, which had an independent Legiſla- 
ture of its own; it could not but be obvious to every Gentle- 
man, that he muſt feel extremely cautious in making declar- 
ations upon this ſubject. He did not mean to deny that there 
was much reaſon to regret ſome occurrences which had hap- 
pened in Ireland; but he would boldly, poſitively, and unequi- 
vocally aſſert, that if this affair ſhould be fully inveſtigated, it 
would appear to the Houſe and to the kingdom that none of 
the embarraſſments Which might happen in that country could 
in any degree be attributed to his Majeſty's ſervants here. He 
would not then enter into the queſtion, whether any blame 
attached to the reſpectable perſon at the head of the Govern- 
ment. He had only thought it neceſſary to make an aſſertion in 
juſtice to himſelf and his colleagues, which he would defy at 
any future period to be diſproved. More than this he would 
not ſay at preſent, except to obſerve, that if it was true that 
the ſiſter kingdom was in a ſituation of irritation, ferment, and 
uneaſineſs, it certainly was the ſtrongeſt reaſon poſſible why 
that moment ſhould not be choſen for the propoſed inquiry. 
The great queſtion was, what advantage would ariſe from the 
inveſtigation propoſed. by the Right Hon. Gentleman? He 
begged leave to aſk the Right Hon. Gentleman, what good to 
either kingdom could poſſibly ariſe from a diſcuſſion of the 
lubject at the preſent moment? In what manner did he pro- 
poſe to conduct the inquiry, if the Houſe ſhould agree to its 
expediency? OED 16 OTE 619 l 
The Hon. Gentleman had told the Houſe that he had a mo- 
tion to ſubmit to a Committee of Inquiry, if it ſhould be 
granted, which would not require the production of any paper 
to ſupport it; but he-wiſhed to conſider, nay he would put it 
to the candour of the Right Hon. Gentleman himſelf, whether 
ſuch an inquiry as this could be made to any effect whatever, 
without the production of a variety of papers, letters, diſ- 
patches, &c. which it would be impoſſible at this period to 
make public. If the Right Hon. Gentleman felt, as every 
friend to this country mult feel, a degree of uneaſineſs at even 
3 momentary interruption of the harmony and good underſtand- 


% 


; ing, which ought, and he hoped always would, ſubſiſt between 
5 the two countries, ſurely he could not think his preſent motion 
: 2 likely way to remove the embarraſſments which were ſup; 
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| poſed to exiſt, and to reſtore the harmony which was ſtated to 


ave been interrupted. + 


The Right How: Gentleman had uſed the ſtate of Ireland as 
he did almoſt every other occurrence—he had converted it into 


an argument to induce the Houſe to change the opinions they 


had repeatedly and ſolemnly given upon the ſubject of the war, 


and to prove the neceſſity of an immediate peace. Here _ 
his own ſtatement made againſt the object he had in view): For 


if it was true that thofe embarraſſments and that irritation 


exiſted in Ireland; if the probable conſequence of that ſtate of 
affairs was as had been ſtated, that we fhould not receive that 


cordial co-operation from Ireland; was it likely that theſe cir- 

cumſtances would have the effect of procuring us a better 
peace; or would an advantageous. peace be more likely to be 
obtained, from having their temporary differences rendered ſo 
| 2 as they neceſſarily muſt be, if this inquiry was gone into? 
Thus the arguments of the Right Hon. Gentleman anſwered 
themſelves; but at the ſame time he by no means meant to admit 


that the 1 2 in the ſiſter kingdom was in any degree io 
great as had been reprefented. e | 


With reſpect: to the obſervations which kad been made re- 


lative to the body of Roman Catholics in Ireland, he was ſurc 


khat the Houſe muſt feel that ſo great a legiſlative act, one ſo 


intimately connected with the intereſts of Ireland, and which 
formed ſo peculiarly a ſubject of the conſideration of the Iriſli 


Parliament, could not then with propriety be diſcuſſed in the 


Engliſh Houſe of Commons. What was it but faying to them 
hat the bare cixcumitanece of calling thoſe claims in queſtion, 
that the delay interpoſed in granting them to their utmoſt ex- 
tent, that the heſitating to level all thoſe diſtinctions which had 
fo long been eſtablifhed, and the policy of not being in too 
great haſte to heap upon them new privileges in addition to 
thaſe which they had ſo lately acquired, were to them matters of 


ſexiqus and intolerable grievance? What was it but to counte- 
nance diſcontent under pretext of lamenting it, and to produce 


danger by the very means which were recommended as uſeful 
for precaution ? What was it but proclaiming to the enemies 
the embarraſſment and difficulties under which we laboured at 
home ? —a fort of conduct by no means calculated to diminiſh 
their hopes of ſucceſs, or inſuſe into them new diſpoſitions to 


peace. If the Houſe, from the progreſs of the French arms in 


Brabant and Holland, and from the views which they difcover- 
ed of enlarging their territories, in proportion to the extent of 


their conqueſts, had been only more deeply impreſſed with the 


neceſſity of vigorous exertion and manly perteverance in the 


conteſt, would they be likely to adopt a motion, which in the 


£7 re ſult 
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reſult could only be productive of humiliation and diſappoint- 
ment? Would they proclaim to the enemy a danger with re- 
ſpect to themſelves, which if not proclaimed, might in fact 
have no exiſtence? Conſidered in this point of view, he could 
not well imagine a conduct leſs conſiſtent with ſound policy, 


the true intereſts of the empire, or the termination of that 


great ſtruggle in Which the country was engaged, than that 


which was propoſed by the preſent motion. With reſpect to 


the principles, ſo far as they affected Ireland, the'comforts of 


individuals, the peace of the community, and the queſtion in 


favour of policy, how far an equal participation of rights ought 


at once to take place between thoſe who had long been eſta- 


bl:ſhed, and thoſe who had formerly been merely tolerated ; all 
theſe were topics, into which he thould not enter at preſent, 
as in all probability a future opportunity would preſent itſelf 
for their difcuflion, Having diſmiſſed that part of the Hon. 
Gentleman's argument which appeared to him the molt im- 
portant, he ſhould follow him very curforily through the other 
general diviſions of it. a EET Loa 
Without meaning to fay any thing perſonally uncivil to the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, he could not for a moment ſuppoſe 


him ſerious in any of the arguments which compoſed the for- 


mer part of his ſpeech. He hardly knew how to ſuppoſe the 
Right Hon. Gentleman could be in earneſt, when he occupied 
upwards of three hours in delivering a ſpeech maſterly and 
eloquent beyond parallel, for the purpoſe: of introducing a 
peroration which laſted not more than a quarter of an 
hour, applied to the particular circumſtances of the time. 


His fpeech conſiſted of topics which had been urged over 


and over again by Gentlemen on the oppoſite ſide of the 
Houſe, and as frequently anſwered, and which, as he had ob- 
icrved before, would not then have been again brought for- 
ward, except for the · purpoſe of uſhering in the main object 
of his ſpeech, viz. the affairs of Ireland, © © : 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he had no complaint 
to make of the general nature of the ſubjects ſelected by the 
Right Hon. Gentleman as fit ſubjects for inquiry; they were 
luch-certainly as muſt always claim the attention of the Houſe 
of Commons; they conſiſted firft of the general reſources of 
this country in point of men and money, as the only effectual 
means of war—a detailed examination into the ſtate of the po- 
pulation of this country, a view of the ſituation of our manu- 
factures and commerce, a conſideration of our foreign con- 
nexions, both as relating to our allies and to neutral nations, 
and an inveſtigation into the object of the war, and the means 
adopted by the Executive Government for carrying it on. 5 
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ſubject o | 
lation either to the external policy or the internal regulations 
of this country, which might not become matter of diſcuſſion | 
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the Houſe was at this moment convinced of the neceſſity of 


going into an inquiry upon the ſtate of the nation, moſt un- 


doubtedly theſe would all form important points of conſi- 


deration. . „„ 
He begged to aſk the Houſe, however, if there was any one 
whatever nature that had any the moſt diſtant re- 


in the Committee propoſed by the Right Hon. Gentleman ? 
and if ſo, could it be contended that this was the time for ſuch 
an inquiry? At a period ſo arduous and, important as the pre- 
ſent, when the country was ftated to be in every point of view 


in ſuch imminent danger, could Gentlemen think it expedient 


or wiſe to commence an inveltipation of ſo extenſive, and al- 
moſt endleſs a nature, and more eſpecially at ſo advanced a 


period of the ſeſſion, when there Was no probability of mak- 


ing any conſiderable progreſs in it? Although not only every 
topic of the Right Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech had been before 
debated, but almoſt every one of his arguments had been be- 
fore advanced and refuted, yet there was one unfortunate 
ſingularity in his mode of arguing upon this occaſion, which 


was, that he contended that it was neceſſary to refer all theſe 


points to the conſideration of a Committee, for the pur- 


poſe of forming a correct judgment upon them; yet that 
. Gentleman and the ſmall minority who acted with him had 


long ago taken upon themſelves to decide poſitively upon every 


one of them. The great majority of that Houſe had decided 
upon different principles; principles which they had delibe- 


rately adopted, upon which they were now adding, and into the 
grounds of which it could not therefore be ſuppoſed neceſſary 
that they ſhould now inquire. ee. THE, 
The diſcuſſions which had taken place upon theſe various 


ſubjects had, in his opinion, rendered the appointment of a 


Committee as unneceſſary, as in another point of view he had 
contended it to be improper. They were called upon to ex- 


amine into the pecuniary reſources of this country The 


Houſe had already this ſeſſions much more ſatisfactory proof 
upon this head than any Committee could give them. They 


had ſeen a ſupply voted for the ſervice of the year, unex- 


ampled in point of amount They had ſeen a loan of eighteen 
miilions negotiated upon terms extremely advantageous to 
the Public, a ſum great and unprecedented, but neceſſary 
from the magnitude of the conteſt in which we were engaged, 
and the novelty of the efforts with which we had to contend. 
'The Bill granting that loan, and ſtating the terms upon which 
it was ſupplied, was a mere ſatisfactory proof of the ay 
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{tate of the credit of the country, and of the confidence of 1 : 
monied men, than could be derived from the reſult of any in- „ 
quiry that could take place. It proved, in ſpite of all the ex- 1 
aggeration which had been employed to depreciate the re- (Ew, 
ſources of the country, that ſo far from having ſuffered any + 3. 
diminution, they had increaſed in a degree equal to the extra- jy 
ordinary ſcale of expenditure' which had lately been incurred. Ki 
They had ſeen taxes to an immenſe amount ( 1,600,0c0l.),much $44] 
increaſed in conſequence of the proviſion made by the vigilant *FÞ 
attention againſt unforeſeen exigencies, and from the circum- EN! 
itances of a proviſion being alſo made for the reduction of the | 
debt at the very moment that it was contracted, laid on the 1 
public taxes which there was every reaſon to ſuppoſe would 1 
be productive, and yet ſuch as were on all ſides allowed to 1 
_ preſs as little as poTible upon the poor. Could the Houſe, 1 
after this ſolid unanſwerable proof of the reſources of the 1 
country, be led by the ſpeculative arguments of the Right 33 | 


| | + | 4 $: $ 
Hon. Gentleman to have recourſe to a Committee for the pur- - Ti] 


poſe of aſcertaining the fact? | Fol 

The next point which had been diſcuſſed, was the ſtate of 1 

the population of this kingdom. It had been contended, that l 

it was in ſuch a decreaſing ſtate as to render it impoſſible to re- 1 

cruit our armies. This was a point upon which he had never FF} 

before heard a doubt entertained. He was ſure that no in- £44 

formation which could be given by Government upon this ſub- 1 

ject had ever been refuſe. ee WE! 

That in the courſe of a war, ſo novel in its nature, and fo | 

unexampled in its probable conſequences as the preſent, we 1 

muſt loſe a conſiderable number of men, was a melancholy | i 11 

truth which could not be denied. The loſs even of one man | 1 

from our troops, who had upon every occaſion during this war | 1 
maintained the honour of the country, and acquired immortal © BY 

4 glory to themſelves, was an event which muſt be deeply de- „ 
| plored ; yet when the importance of the object was confidered, ball 
7 and the immenſe ſtake we had upon the iſſue of this conteſt, bi 1 
it was neceffary to Took with a firm determination to the diſ- 1 
f charge of that imperious duty, which required ſuch ſacrifices, + 
f great as they were, for the good of the community. Any > By 
- conſideration therefore, drawn from this topic, though it - ER 
n might have the "effect to agitate the feelings, could not be 1 
= expected to decide the reſult of the opinions of the Members of 7 "1h 
= that Houſe. It was always to be remembered, that defenſive „ | 
l, efforts in the proſecution of a juit war, were better than tame + 800! 
l. acquieſcence in the uſurpations of a cruel and oppreſſive enemy. pho | 
h The queſtion whether we had loſt in the courſe of the war {#71 
8 | a fery hundreds more, however it might affect their feelings, yet bs: 
| 1 

13 
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by no means decided the general queſtion. Every object in 


life was great or ſmall by compariſon; the lofs of any of our 


_ gallant countrymen, conſidered abſtractedly, muſt be felt as a 
calamity; but when conſidered with a relation tothe nature of 
the preſent conteſt, that lois, great as it was, ceaſed to be felt 
in the immenſe magnitude of the object we were engaged for. 
lt was to be obſerved, however, that the Right Hon. Gentleman 
had taken this ſubject only in one point of view, and that 


moſt unfavourable for this country the loſſes ſuſtained by 


ingland were enumerated with the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs, 
and an argument had been drawn from thence to ſhew that we 
were unable from want of men to carry on the war.—Did the 
Hon. Gentleman conſider the other ſide of this picture? Had he 


itated the numbers loſt by the enemy, which upon a moderate 


computation muſt be in the proportion of ten to one compared 
with ours; or had he from their loſſes inferred their inability 
to continue the conteſt? No the argument had been preſſed 
with vehemence, as proving the diſtreſs of this country, but 


would probably be ſaid to be totally inapplicable to the 


enemy. | 


With reſpeCt to the population of this country, it had once 


| before formed a ſubject of debate, and the Right Hon. Gen- 


tleman upon that occaſion, as well as upon the preſent, had 
argued upon falſe premiſes—he had formed his calculations 
zupon decreaſe of the population, from an examination of the 


returns of houſes paying taxes; that was a fallaciqus mode of 


judging, as the accounts were in general inaccurately taken, 
and of courſe could not be relied. on for an exact concluſion. 
He would ſuggeſt to ithe Houſe, and to the Hon. Gentle- 
man, a Criterion which was by no means fo liable to inac- 
Curacy.— When Gentlemen ſaw the immenſe increaſe of ma- 
nufactures, and of courſe the great increaſe, of hands em- 
ployed in them, and did not find that theſe hands were drawn 
from any other branch, the natural and rational concluſion was, 
that the population muſt be on the increaſe. The Hon. Gen- 
tleman ſaid, that in ſome part of Lancaſhire the decreaſe of 
anarriages and births was very great—in- ſome places they had 
decreaſed one half, in others a third and a fourth—when by 
His own calculation he had only eſtimated the decreaſe at 12, 00 
| perſons : But it ſhould be recollected that the quarter in which 
the calculation had been made, was in the neighbourhood of 
a manufacturing town, where the recruiting had been carried 
on with the greateſt effect. Re tvs 15 
Ihe army of this country was greater now than ever it was 
at any ſormer period: The navy. had alſo been augmented to 


an amazing extent. This muſt neceſſarily tend in {ome places 
MT | Se | t6 
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to leſſen the population, but did not by auy means prove that 


the decreaſe was general. And notwithftanding this great 


aug mentation of the army and navy, ſo far from manufactures. 


having decteaſed, the export had been greater laſt year than in 
any former year of war, and greater, with the exception only 


of two years, than any former year of peace. The Right 


Hon. Gentleman had alluded to the declenſion of our trade in 
the year 1793: It was certainly true that our trade had been 
conſiderably leſs that year, but it was owing to the great ſpe- 
culations of perſons engaged in commerce; which in the yeat 
before had given a temporary ſtagnation to trade: And yet ſo 
far from the country ſinking under that check, or giving way 
to the preſſure of a war repreſented to be fo fatal. to our trade, 
in the very next year, viz. 1794, the commerce had ariſen to 
a height never before known, except only in the years 179t 
and ß 88 V e 
Formerly it was cuſtomary to look to the years immediately 
preceding the American war as the moſt flouriſhing period of 
our commerce, and after the commencement of that war, it 
was ſuppoſed that many, many 2 of pou would be ne- 
ceſſary to raiſe it again to the ſame pitc 


that of the boaſted years of 1779, 1771, &c. Were not all 


| theſe facts which the Houſe were in poſſeſſion of, more ſa- 
tisfactory than the report of any Committee? If any inquiry 


upon this ſubject had been neceflary, it would have been be- 
fore the Ways and Means of the year were tated, before the 
reſources X the country were detailed and proved to. the 
Houſe z but now it was wholly unneceſſary.  _ | 


The next propoſition of the Right Hon. Gentleman was 


one of a moſt ſingular nature. It was calling upon the Houſe 
to go into a Committee of Inquiry, to take into conſideration 


all tranſactions whatever between Great Britain and her allies, 


and alſo between her and neutral nations. Without any re- 
gard to what might be the ſituation of this country with reſpect 
to thoſe powers, whatever negotiations or treaties might be 


pending, the whole was to undergo the ſcrutiny of a Committee 


of Inquiry, and to be publiſſied to the world. 


The arguments uſed by the Right Hon: Gentlenian were 0 


upon this ſubject fo ſtrange and ſo unfounded, that it was un- 
neceflary to reply minutely to them.  _ Z 
With reſpect to the King of Pruſſia, the Chancellor of the 


mrs he had already ſtated his ſentiments upon the 


condu 


& of that Monarch. He had never contended that all 


Xx | | the 


| n—and yet now in a 
time of war, and one ſtated to be ſo much more 1njurious. to 
our trade than the American war, our commerce far exceeded 
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the objects we had in view in that treaty were obtained, or tha: 


the King of Pruſſia had fully performed his engagements. He 


had admitted this when the ſubje& was before brought under 


diſcuſſion, but he muſt repeat now what he had aſſferted then, 


that the failure on the part of the King of Pruſſia was no rea- 
ſon why this country was to depart; from its general fyſtem, 


and was never, upon any occaſion, again to enter into a treaty 
with other powers of a fimilar nature. But then the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had urged: the neceſſity. of ſome declaration 


being made on the part of this country, expreſſive of our re- 
ſentment at the non-performance of the treaty. It. did not ap- 
your to him that ſuch conduct on our part was called for by 
10nour, or would be juſtihed by reafon. Angry declarations 
would only have the effect of creating animoſities which might 
interrupt or prevent any future arrangements. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman then alluded to the Emperor, and ſpoke in 


very ſtrong terms of his inability, from the want of pecuniary 
reſources, to carry on the war. SY the truth of that 
a 


argument in its fulleſt extent, it did not go far enough to ſerve 
the Right Hon. Gentleman's purpoſe; If that Hoſe ſtill retain- 
ed the opinions they had fo often and ſo diſtinctly expreſſed upon 
the ſubject of the preſent war; the natural conclufion to be 
drawn from the argument of the Emperor's pecuniary. inabi- 
lity was, that Great Britain, poſfeſſed of reſources of money, 
ſhould by means of thoſe: teſources enable the Emperor to 
bring his troops into the field; . or alt ys 

In- ſpeaking. of our allies, the Right Hon, Gentleman had 
prefied much upon the repeated defeats and loſſes which they 


had ſuſtained. It was unfortunately but too true, that the 
ſucceſs had not correſponded with the expectations we had 


formed; but it was a very unfair mode of reaſoning to ſup- 
poſe that becauſe the allies had. not been poſitively ſucceſsful, 


| they were totally uſeleſs: For though the effect of their aſ- 


ſiſtance was not difplayed in victories and conqueſts, yet, by 
engaging the attention of the enemy to various quarters, they 
had tended to divide a force which, if concentrated in a point, 
might have been infinitely more deſtructive: The next power 


to- which the Right Hon. Gentleman had turned his attention, 


was the King of Sardinia; and he had contended: that that 
Monarch ought to have been left in a ſtate of neutrality. In 
the firſt place, he begged to remind the Houſe and the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, that the King of Sardinia was left without 
an option, whether he would remain neuter or not, as the 
French declared war againſt him. 1 43 "= Rs 
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In regard to his being put into a ſtate of neutrality at pre- 
ſent, the only means of doing it was to carry on the war with 
vigour, or his neutrality would neither be ſafe to himſelf nor to 
the allies. 5 1 Fane th : 

The next point of the Right Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech, was 
his obſervations upon the declarations made by our miniſters at 
foreign courts. Was it fair to quote particular expreſſions from 
their ſtate papers, in order to charge them upon miniſters? 
Theſe papers were framed according to the exigency of cir- 


cumſtances, and at the diſcretion of the envoy; miniſters at | 


home had no ſhare either in compoſing or in reviewing their 
contents; and, if they ſhould afterwards diſcoyer in them a 
careleſs or haſty exprefſion, it was not to be ſuppoſed that they 
would very ſeverely criticize, or very rigorouſly expoſe a fault 
which they might be apt to impute to exceſs of zeal for his 
Majeſty's ſervice. He begged, therefore, once for all, to 22 
in a proteſt againſt that mode which Gentlemen on the other 
ſide of the Houſe had ſo frequently uſed, namely, that of ſe- 
lecting a particular paſſage from ſome of theſe ſtate papers, 
and then charging it upon the miniſters at home, who would 
not of courſe anticipate every identical expreſſion which a fo- 
reign miniſter might make uſe of. Upon examining theſe de- 
clarations fairly and altogether, they would be found to agree 
in ſentiment with each other, and with the language of mi- 
niſlers a e 27a oO ee -GopT 

As to the propoſal for an inquiry into the conduct of the 
Executive Government of this country to neutral nations, he 


was not aware of any og that could poſſibly ariſe from it at 


the preſent moment. hatever: might be the ſtrong language 
in which Gentlemen might have thought proper to indulge 
themſelves with reſpect to the conduct of the Britiſh Govern- 


ment towards foreign nations, it would be found, when the 


proper period ſhould arrive for inveſtigation; to have been 
ſtrictly conformable to the beſt principles of the laws of na- 
tions, and to have been conſpicuouſly marked by moderation 
and forbearanee. e i | 


The Right Hon. Gentleman had charged miniſters with haviy g | 


in the firſt inſtance treated America with inſult, and afterwards 
ſoothed her by ſubmiſſion.” In anſwer to this, he could only 
ſay, that the principle which had governed his Majeity's mi- 
niſters in their intercourſe with other neutral powers, was the 
principle upon which they acted towards America. And 
when the treaty ſigned between that country and Great Britain 


was laid before the Houſe (which ſhould be done as ſoon as 


poſſible), Gentlemen would then have an opportunity ef judg- 


ing whether there had been any diſlionourable ſubmiſſions en 
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the part of the latter, and whether it had not been rather 
dictated on both ſides by a ſpirit of fairneſs and mutual ac- 


commodation. 42 1 4 | 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had next come to the conſider- 
ation of that often diſputed point, namely, the object of the 
war. Upon this ſubject he would not have intruded one 
ſingle word upon the Houſe, had it not been that the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had in ſome degree ſhifted his ground. He 
(Mr. Fox) had ſtated, that there were two lines of conduct 
which miniſters might have adopted in the commencement of 
the war; each of theſe modes of. conduct was in his (the 
Right Hon. Gentleman's) opinion attended with its reſpec- 
tive advantages and diſadvantages; but both of them were 
preferable to the line of conduct adopted by his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters. The firſt of theſe modes was, by carrying on what 
he called a war againſt France, by confining the exertions of 
this country ſimply to protect our allies, and to revenge the 
Inſults offered to us, without in any manner whatever interfer- 
ing in the internal commotions which might prevail in France, 
The other mode ſuggeſted was that of carrying on a war fer 
France thus openly to avow that our efforts were directed to 
the formation of a regular government in France, and that our 
conqueſts were only made in truſt for Louis the 17th.—Either 
of theſe two ſyſtems might have been adopted, ſaid the Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox), with propriety, but our preſent 
ſyſtem differing from both, was radically wrong. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had that night tones all his 
old arguments; he formerly uſed to contend that we could 
not interfere in the internal affairs of France, without violating 
every principle of juſtice and of the law of nations. But the 
Right Hon, Gentleman admits, that it would have been proper 
to have carried on the war expreſsly for the reſtoration of mo- 
narcliy in France. He did not recollect that both the grounds 
which he had ſubmitted to miniſters, as an alternatiye, were ex- 
treme caſes, and that they, from the nature of the fituation in 
which they ſtood, might think proper to adopt a middle policy, 
to which the whole of their conduct might be found perfectly 
%%% ꝙ i. #75 
Wiith all poſſible reſpect for the Right Hon. Gentleman's 


judgment, the Chancellor of the Exchequer thought that his 
Majeſty's miniſters had conducted the war in a manner, and 


upon principles more conſonant to good ſenſe and policy, than 


* 3 


Either of the ſyſtems ſtated by that Gentleman. 


? 


| they did not by any ſpecific declarations as to the internal fitu- 
EE WP 3 on ay ge „„ apo 


They had entered into a war for the defence of this country | 
and for the protection of our allies, in the proſecution of which 
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ation of France, preyent themſelves from taking every poſſible 


advantage of any favourable occurrences which might happen 


in France. Nor did they. {tate that the reſtoration of monar- 
chy, or any particular form of government in France, was a 


fine qud non without which they would not make peace. The 
"madneſs of fighting to eſlabliſh in France any particular form of 
government, had been uniformly diſclaimed by miniſters. At 
the ſame time this was no reaſon why they ſhould relinquiſh 
aſſiſtance, of which they had a right to avail themſelves in every 
former war. The firit great object was to obtain for our- 
ſelves ſecurity, and it. would have been ſo much the better if 
that object could have been more effectually accompliſhed bythe 
eſtabliſhment of a government in France, which ſeemed moſt 
likely to reſtore the country to tranquillity and happineſs. It 
was neceſſary for the defence of our own poſſeſſions, that we 
ſhould carry on an offenſive war againſt the French in the Weſt 
Indies. „ | 1 2 87 
This was the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters—this was 


7 


the conduct which had frequently been F e e to, and had 


as often received the approbation of the Houſe of Commons; 
and he begged here, in the moſt diſtin manner, to diſavow 
that propoſition laid down by the Right Hon. Gentleman, that 
2 nation, on entering into a war, was bound to ſtate in clear 
and poſitive terms all its objects in the war, and by that means 
preclude itſelf from taking advantage of any fortuitous circum- 
ſtances which might happen during its continuance. 


With reſpe& to what had fallen from the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman as to the want of vigilance and activity ſhewn by mi- 
niſters in the conducting of the war, this point had been ſo often 
argued before, that he could ſay nothing new upon it—Upon 


one point only he would detain the Houſe for a few moments, 


and that was in reply to the charge made by the Right Hon. Gen- 

tleman of the want of attention in the Admiralty to protect the 
trade of Great Britain. The charge was partly founded upon the 
increaſe in the price of inſurance It was true, that from ſome 
cauſes the price of inſurance had increaſed; but there were 
many circumſtances to be taken into conſideration upon this 
ſubject— the great and unexampled extent of our commerce, 
which he had ſhewn in the former part of his ſpeech; the al- 
moſt total annihilation of the commerce of France, which led 
her to turn her attention to the equipment of pcivateers to 
plunder our trade, which ſwarmed in every ſea. + 


* "S * * 1 


Another very important circumſtance was, tl 
had hardly in any one inſtance contended for the empire of the 


ſea; a conſequence of which was, that as their fleet was ſel- 


dom united in a body, it was the better enabled in {mall divi- 


ſions 


that the enemy ; 
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fions to haraſs our commerce.—Added to all this, the enemy 
did not ſend any conſiderable naval force to the colonies, while 
we were obliged to fend large ſquadrons; but notwithſtanding 
all theſe concurrent circumſtances, our trade was not in any 
inſtance neglected. It was true, that for a ſhort period the 
French were maſters of the Channel, owing to the circumſtance 
of Lord Howe's being obliged to put into port for the purpoſe 
of refitting; but-even during that ſhort period every iy ible 
precaution had been taken for the protection of our trade,” 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had entered into a compariſon 
between the quantity of our tonnage in 1778, and the preſent 
period, and had ſtated the quantity of tonnage in 1778 much 
| ater than he (the Chancellor of Exchequer) had ever ſtated 
it at before; but he muſt obſerve, that the repiſter in 1778 con- 
tained the ſhipping belonging to the United States of America. 
_ Upon the whole, the queſtion for the confideration of the 
Houle was, whether or not they were to retract all the opinions 
which they had ſo often and fo elena pronounced, and whe- 
ther they would employ conceſſion and ſubmiſſion as the moſt 
likely means to obtain an honourable, a ſecure, and a laſting 


| The Right Hon. Gentleman had in the courſe of his ſpeech ſe- 
dulouſly endeavoured to confound every queſtion of danger tobe 
apprehended from the ſucceſs of the French, and the ien of a 
regular government, with a government founded on principles 
inimical to freedom, and with the ſame anxiety endeavoured 
to palliate all the exceſſes of the French, by fating them to 

Have originated in an enthuſiaſm in the cauſe of freedom. 
Entertaining ſuch ſentiments as theſe, and having been from 
the firſt adverſe to the origin and conduct of the war, it was 
natural for that Right Hon. Gentleman to forget all our advan- 
_ rages, while he remembered, and often exaggerated, our miſ- 
Fortunes. It was natural for him to leſſen the value of our 
_ conqueſts, and to depreciate the ſplendour of victories; to re- 
preſent our ſucceſs as uſeleſs, but our defeat as fatal. — Openly 


_ profeſſing ſuch ſentiments, the Houſe would not be ſurpriſed at 


— 
— 


ſuch conſequences. „ 5 
Thoſe Gentlemen who had ſtudiouſly dwelt on every miſ- 
fortune of the Britiſh arms, and on every circumſtance of tem- 
_ porary difficulty, but had with equal care avoided to mention 
any inſtance of the ſucceſs of our armies, or the proſperity of 
the country, might be diſpoſed to approve of the motion, and 
of the removal of miniſters from a ſituation which it was cal- 
culated to repreſent them as unqualified to hole. 
Other Gentlemen, who looked to an honourable and laſting 
peace from a vigorous and effectual war, rather than — 2 
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diſhonourable ſubmiſhon—thoſe who did not impute a tem- 


porary interruption of ſucceſs to want of judgment or to guilt 


they would not, he was ſure, withdraw their confidence from 


his Majeſty's miniſters, without proof of their want of capa- 
city. It would not be to make room for thoſe who had diſ- 
approved of the war from its commencement. and who, inſtead 
of meeting the eriſis, would be diſpoſed. to ſhrink from it, but 


for perſons better qualified to proſecute with vigour and ef- 


fect, a war founded in juſtice, and connected with the moſt 
important intereſts. of the country. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
adjourn 1 It | | PLE 
Ar. Sheridan ſaid, that he roſe with great diffidence after ſo 
much had been ſaid, and ſo ably, by his Right Hon. Friend, 
which he was ſure had produced conviction on the minds of 
all who heard him; and, though he meant to notice ſome parts 


of the Right Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech who ſpoke laſt, he 
ſhould conſider it preſumption in him to ſuppoſe, even for a mo- 


ment, that any thing which had-fallen from that Right: Hon, 


Gentleman could in the ſmalleſt degree weaken the effect which 


the arguments and reaſoning of his Right Hon. Friend had 
ſo ſenſibly produced upon the: Houſe. Indeed thoſe arguments 
remained {till in the ſame force, and totally unanſwered by the 
Right Hon. Gentleman; inſtead of anſwering them, the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, by his ſpeech, had proved that it 
was not poſhble for him to anſwer, far leſs controvert them, in 


any one particular. From the line of argument which the 


Right Hon. Gentleman had choſen to adopt, he ſeemed to lay 
it down as a principle that no difgrace or degradation that a 


miniſter could bring upon the country, or even no degree of 
miſconduct, could juſtify ſuch: ſerious inquiries as that pro- 


poſed by his Right Hon. Friend. Wiſhing the Houſe to take 
this doctrine for granted, the Right Hon, Gentleman had taken 
ſpecial care to omit even touching upon any of the prominent 
parts of his Right Hon. Friend's ſpeech. What was the plain 
and ſimple propoſition of his Right Hon. Friend, whether, when 


the country is avowedly placed in a ſtate of unheard- of cala - 
mity and diſgrace, there is not blame to be laid ſomewhere ? 
And next he had called upon them to make the neceſſary in- 


quiry, in order to aſcertain at whoſe door the blame lay, that they 


might be enabled to regulate their future conduct by the expe- 
rience they had of what the paſt has produced. All that the 


Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid to this was, a requeſt that the 
Houſe would only reviſe the votes they had already given in 


the courſe of the war, and particularly of the preſent ſeſſion, 


und then he had aſked if they would not: agree with him, that 
+ 0 a ö . N inquiry 


chequer concluded with moving, That the Houſe do now 
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come to before on the ſubject of the war. 
that this was fait argument; all that his Right Hon. Friend 
wiſhed was; to inveſtigate the actual ſituation bf the cduntry 
at this time, and if it was calamitous, to inquire by what miſ- 
management it had become ſo. He adverted to what the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had faid, that, if an inquiry brought out ſuffi. 
cient matter of criminality againſt miniſters; to call for their dil. 
miſſion, it would be to make room for others who would carry 
on the war with more ability and more energy, and not for thoſc 
| Who had uniformly oppoſed it from the commencement, and 
objected to every meaſure that tended to ſtrengthen the hands 
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inquiry on the different points mentioned by his Right Hon, 
Friend, came too late, they having all been ſeparately diſcuſſed 


before and after the ſupplies had been granted for the exigen- 


cies of the preſent year. If the propofed inquiry was gone 


into at this time; the Right Hon. Gentleman faftther con- 


tended that they would thereby refcind e they had 
r. Sheridan denied 


of Government in carrying it on, which, in his mind, was the 
moſt likely way to bring diſgrace and diſaſter upon the coun- 


try. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, what might be the Right Han: Gentle: 


man's opinion on that point, he knew not, but he did believe 
that even on the fide of the Houſe, from which the war had 


been ſo much oppoſed, there were to be found ſome men that 


in all probability, were they in power, never would bring ſo 
much diſgrace upon the country as the preſent miniſters had 


done. Then the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, if miniſters 
are criminal, why not take meaſures at once for their removal? 
In this he perfectly agreed with him, and believed it was thc 
principal motive and object of his Right Hon. Friend's motion: 
Becauſe, when the propoſed inquiry ſhould be made, the Houſe 
and the country would know to whoſe conduct thoſe diſap- 


pointments and reverſes, as our diſaſters and failures on every 
occaſion had been called in the King's Speech, were owing. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had pronounced an eulogium on 
the conduct of the army and navy, invidiouſly inſinuating, that 
his Right Hon. Friend, by omitting to ſtate their ſervice, had 


Forgotten their merit. The Houſe, however, were too well 


acquainted with the candour of his Right Hon. Friend, to al- 
low that he had upon any occaſion taken away from their merit, 
or even let ſlip an opportunity of paying that tribute of juſt 
applauſe, which the ſervices and bravery of our army and navy 
had ſo repeatedly merited from every friend to the country. 
With regard to the time choſen for propoſing the inquiry, in 
anſwer to that objection, he begged leave to aſk what the Right 
Hon. Gentleman would have ſaid, had this motion been brought 
forward previouſly to voting the ſupplies? Would it not — 
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been aſcribed to the moſt wicked and factious motives, if it had 
been urged as a condition neceſſary to be granted before the 
ſupplies were voted? It certainly would. And now, when 


' miniſters had brought the country into a ſituation of the ut- 


moſt peril and danger, they tell the Houſe that, becauſe they 
have agreed to provide for the neceſſities which their miſcon- 
duct has occaſioned, the Houſe was pledged to ſupport them 
on a principle of confidence, to whatever extent they may go, 
and have no right to inquire by what erroneous conduct that 
neceſſity had been produced. Without going into a diſcuſſion 
of the different opinions entertained, reſpecting ths juſtice or 
neceſſity of the war, one thing he was ſure of, that there were 
not ten men in the country, in or out of that Houſe, miniſters 
excepted, who did not think that the war had been ſcandal- 


ouſly miſconduQted. Nor could he in the hiſtory of any 


other country find ſuch a total incapacity in planning, and 


failure in executing every meaſure that had been followed, nor- 


an inſtance, even under the moſt deſpotic rulers, where miniſters 
could retain their places after, upon inquiry, it was found that 
they were the authors of all the misfortune, calamity, and dif- 
treſs, which the country ſuffered. He would appeal to the 
Houſe, whether there was not an abſolute neceſſity for the pro- 
poſed inquiry, without an inveſtigation of the nature of that 
ſuggeſted ; what could Gentlemen fay to their conſtituents, 
who, without any extraordinary degree of curioſity, might be 
ſuppoſed to have ſome queſtions to put to them? Might they 
not aſk what this total failure in all quarters had been owing 
to? What has Pruſſia done for the money the Houſe of Com- 
mons had given her, and was ſhe ſtill an ally or not? Why 
does there appear ſuch a manifeſt want of cordiality among all 
our allies ? Has Ruſſia, whom his Right Hon. Friend forgot to 
mention, fulfilled her engagements ? Has any event, during the 
whole campaign, or in the Weſt Indies, produced indemnity 
for the paſt, or ſecurity for the future? After noticing the re- 
treat from Holland, a retreat accompanied by the moſt diſaſ- 
trous and melancholy events, though borne with the greateſt 
lrmneſs and bravery by our unfortunate army, he contended 


that to no one queſtion which might be put to Gentlemen by _ 
their conſtituents reſpecting the real ſtate of the nation, could 


they give any clear or ſatisfactory anſwer. Were they to be 
kept in ſuch a ſtate, and all inquiry reſiſted in that manner, the 
functions of the Houſe might as well be ſuſpended at once, and 
every thing left to the will of a dictator during the war. With 
reſpect to our conduct to neutral powers, he agreed in every 
thing ſtated by his Right Hon. Friend on that head ; he agreed 
with him alſo, that it was a ſubject of much importance, 
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though treated as inf gaificant by the Right Hon. Gentleman. As 
to the pretence of our ambaſſadors acting from their own zeal, 


for the ſervice of their country, and the doctrine that miniſters 


were not always reſponſible for what their repreſentatives in 


foreign-countries did; it was, he ſaid, evident, that thoſe tranſ.. 
actions bore internal prooſs that they were dictated not by 
the ſudden impulſe of zeal, excited by the circumſtances of 
the moment, but that they originated in orders from home. 


The miniſter had ſtated the temper and moderation with which 
We had treated neutral powers; he allowed that it had even 


been carried the length of the moſt humble and mean ſub- 
miſſion ; only, however, to thoſe powers whom we dared not 


to inſult, Denmark, Sweden, and America; to inferior ſtates 
and republics, ſuch as Genoa and Tuſcany, where the miniſter | 


thought he could bully to advantage, and influence by menaces, 
where was the temper and moderation to be ſeen? Great and 


1 75 praiſe had been beſtowed on the neutrality which Great 


ritain herſelf preſerved for a conſiderable time; but no ſooner 
was ſhe (admitting their own words, that France was the ag- 


greſſor) forced into a war, than the neutrality of all other ſtates 


Was, in her opinion, highly criminal, and they were to be either 


compelled or perſuaded to join in the alliance againſt the French. 


Thus a conduct had been purſued” which could not be juſtified 

by any thing he had ever heard of or met with in any bock 

upon the law of nations. | C 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had taken up warmly what his 


Right Hon. Friend had ſaid ref pecting Ireland, as if that had been 
the ſole reaſon for bringing ſorward the motion at this time, 


completely ſkipping over the itring of incontrovertible arguments, 
arguments which occupicd his Right Hon. Friend three hours 


in delivering, before he mentioned a word about Ireland; and 


after all, his Right Hon. Friend had brought it in as a collateral 


ſubject, which it would have been ſtrange indeed if he had omitted. 


Notwithitanding all the declamation which the Right Hon. 
Gentleman had uſed to draw otf the attention of the Houle 
to this as the object of the motion, he muſt ſay that every one 
on that fide of the Houſe, and many on the other, knew of 
his Right Hon. Friend's intention and motives long before Irc- 
land was in the very critical and alarming ſituation in which 
ſhe at preſent ſtood. He conceived the ſubject highly proper 
to be introduced at this time, when it was neceſſary to point 
out, that, after all the failures and diſappointments that had 
happened; all the diſtreſſes, diſgraces, and diſguſt which the 


conduct of miniſters had occaſioned, they had raſhly ventured 


upon the only one act of imbecility and folly that was leſt 
them to commit, and, by ſo doing, had, in his opinion, greatly 
| 2 ; h aggravated 
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aggravated their own criminality, The Right Hon. Gentle- 
man thought it inconſiſtent with the dignity and independence 
of Ireland, for the Britiſh Houſe of Commons to meddle 
with the ſubject. Did he mean that no poſſible degree of 
miſconduct could take place in Ireland that ought to call 
for inquiry in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons ? Might not, 


he would aſk, a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland be conſidered as 


an Ambaſſador; and if that kingdom, during his government 


in it, be ropght into an awful and fatal ſituation, would it 


not be a ſubject cognizable in that Houſe, and a fit queſtion 
of inquiry to eſtabliſh whether the blame lay with the Go- 
vernment here, or with the Ambaſſador, that either or both 


might be puniſhed as they deſerved 4 this was the ſecond de- 
ſperate attempt which the Right Hon. Gentleman had made 


upon that country; under pretences equally falſe. In 1785, 
by his famous propoſitions, he had infidiouſly attempted to 
jerk the people of Ireland out of their rights, under pretence 
of giving them great commercial adyantages. Mr. Sheridan 
ſpoke in high terms of the conduct of that brave and ſpirited 
nation, and the generous manner in which they ſo ſpeedily 
buried in oblivion all remembrance of the inſult and injury 
offered them by the Right Hon. Gentleman at that time. 


He thought, however, that enough had paſted then to make 
all miniſters, all ſtateſmen in this country, particularly cautious 


how they treated Ireland m future, 5 | 
Adverting to the abſurdity which the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer perceived in Mr. Fox's alternatives of the war, 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that in his opinion W was fo diſtinct 


and clear. The Right Hon. Gentleman had aſked, whether 
it was right to declare the object of the war? It was incon- 
ſiſtent, laid he, both with policy and prudence; for in the 
two chances you mult deſtroy one. Were you to forego the 
royaliſts? If they had been deſerted, you would have pre- 
vented both their oppoſition to the republicans and your own 
objects, by ſtrengthening the hands of your enemy with 


their aſſiſtance. 1 N 5 . 
On the other hand, Mr. Fox had obſerved, that you would 


not have had occaſion to offer atonement for the injury you 


 haye done them. By endeavouring to unite two objects which 


are in their natures irreconcileable - the paſſions and prudence 
the purpoſe was betrayed; and under the ſpecious pre- 
tences of religion and humanity, it was evident that Great 
Britain carried on the war only as a war of aggrandizement. 
Thus diſtruſt and ſuſpicion were raiſed among her allies, 
when Valenciennes was ſeized for the Emperor, who had 
ll then unqueſtionably entered into the war againſt France, 
Ee + PA | 5 
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with a fixed reſolution not to abandon the reſtoration of mo- 
narchy, and would as unqueſtionably have retained only the 
places ſhe had taken until that event. Whether, like Toulon, 
it was taken in truſt, is another queſtion. That was the firſt 
mercenary act in the chivalrous enterpriſe, for the ſhips were 
palpably taken for ourſelves, as well as that valuable bauble 
the Crown of Corſica. Theſe were convincing proofs that 
our diſintereſted pretences were hypocritical and falſe. The 
hard ſubſidy which the King of Pruſſia has been paid, with 
his breach of faith, and the parallel concluſion, that the Em- 
peror will naturally act in the ſame way, and not fulſil his 
treaty, are hence to be attributed to the example of Great 
Britain. nt rms e * 
The next thing neceſſary to be confidered was, how far 
the extent and variety of theſe queſtions could be conveniently 
diſcuſſed in a Committee. At the late period in which they 
were brought forward, it was urged, that all hope of future 
ſucceſs was vain. It was now the 24th of March, Mr. She- 
ridan obſerved, and conſequently if the period was late for a 
Committee of Inquiry, it was late alſo for the negotiation of 
the Imperial loan, of which there was not yet received one 
cancelled obligation. V 
Referring then to the ſtate of population, and the numbers 
in one pariſh in Mancheſter, he obſerved, the waſte of men 
by recruiting was not calculated, and recruiting had been 
carried on with as much vigour in Ireland as here. Twenty 
one thouſand recruits had been atteſted by a fingle magiſtrate, 
and this aſtoniſhing drainage and depopulation had been in- 
creaſed by the murderous negligence which every-where pre- 
vailed on board the tranſports at Plymouth, in the hoſpitals, 
and in the Iſle of Wight, the infectious fevers in Jerſey and 
Guernſey, &c. &c. Let us look, faid he, at the things and 
figures which paſs for men, and are at this time enliſted, the 
decrepid old men and raw boys, and they will ſerve as a ſelf- 
evident teſtimony of the loſſes we have ſuſtained, and the 
difficulty we have in raifing new regiments. Theſe will ſuf- 
ficiently demonſtrate that our means of recruiting are almoſt 
exhauſted. 1255 | la aus a 
As to the increaſe of commerce, he attributed that to 
accidental circumſtances, for by the number of captures the 
French have made, we are obliged to re-export the fame 
articles; and hence ariſes our increaſe of exports. _ 
With regard to the reſources of the country, he' owned 
that his opinion of them never was ſo high as his Right 
Hon. Friend's. In regard to the taxes of the preſent year, he 
thought that leſs exceptionable could not eaſily be found, = 
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ſtill he wiſhed that we had purſued that plan adopted by 


another nation (Spain); for he conceived all emoluments of 
power called for every ſacrifice. He knew that our miniſters 
deemed it a mean, low, vulgar thing, to make ſuch ſacrifices, 
and would not defcend to ſuch dirty degradations. Indeed, 
according to their own definitions, our miniſters fill the molt 
gentlemanlike offices in Europe, and one Gentleman (Mr. 
Secretary Dundas) is three times a greater Gentleman than 
any of them, for be has three places Whether upon this 
topic Gentlemen had made up their minds he could not tell, 
but there was yet time for a more explicit declaration. 

What the object of the war now was, or what the plan of 
arrangements, it was impoſſible to determine. He ſuppoſed 
they ſometimes expreſſed their wiſhes in their private con- 
ferences, and had come to ſome aim for their future efforts. 
Whether they looked for monarchy he did not know, but in 
regard to himſelf he would ſpeak plain : He did not wiſh for 
the reſtoration of monarchy 3 but, on the contrary, as a lover 
of peace and liberty, and a friend to this country and its con- 
ſtitution, he moſt devoutly wiſhed France to eſtabliſh her re- 
public. Aware that he was liable to a ſlanderous imputation 
for this aſſertion, he nevertheleſs did not ſcruple to diſcloſe it. 


Perhaps it might be inſinuated, that he wiſhed for a republic 


here alſo; but he was too well aſſured of the bleſſings he en- 
joyed under our eſtabliſhed laws and conſtitution to wiſh for 
any change in this country ; while, inſtead of entertaining a 
belief, that a reſtoration of monarchy in France would con- 
ſpire to conſolidate it, he feared it would go directly to ſhake 


it to its centre. | | | 
According to fome newſpapers, it appeared that there 
were ſtill ſome hopes that the royaliſts in La Vendee and 
Britany were determined, and in conſiderable force, although 
Charette had ſurrendered. Was this good news? he aſked, 
If they thought ſo, what they hoped, he deprecated. If it 
be true, what end can be imagined to this deſtructive civil 
war? g's | | 5 

Suppoſe the royaliſt party to be in force to-morrow, and 
we were both ready and willing to give them our aſſiſtance. 
Suppoſe that Lord Moira's army was ready to land and co- 
operate in the preſent ſituation of France, and with the pre- 


ſent race of people, muſt we not admit that it would be the 


cauſe of a long, protractive, and bloody conteſt? Year after 
year we muſt go on with an increaſe of bloodſhed and ex- 
_ Pence, of death and annihilation, or leave them victims to 
the other party. If the monarchy ſhould: be reſtored, he ap- 
prehended it would be revengeſul and vindictive, and the be- 
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haviour of the King of Pruſſia and the Emperor towards Du- 
mourier and La Fayette inſpired ſuch ſentiments. He 
expatiated on theſe topics at conſiderable length, and the mad- 
neſs of protracting a bellum internecinum to the evil day, when 
remorſe and ſhame muſt enſue. He had no alarm about the 
preſent republic. If their principles were fo bad as they were 
called, why not leave them to their own deſtruction, and de- 
ſiſt from war? If we have peace, we muſt acknowledge the 
preſent republic, and it was oy the pride and obſtinacy of 
miniſters that prevented them from retracting from their er- 
rors, which they muſt do at laſt, and all their ſhifting off for 
the preſent was only attempting to put off the evil day. Con- 
fidering peace to be the ultimate object wiſhed by all, and moſt 
for the happineſs of both countries, and that agreeing to the 
preſent motion was advancing one ſtep towards that, as well 


as the reaſons he had ſtated, he would vote with his Right 


Hon. Friend. F . f 

Mr. Canning ſaid, that as the Houſe was naturally impati- 
ent to come to the queſtion, after the ſpeeches which they 
had already heard, he ſhould not preſume to detain them any 
longer than while he remarked on a few obſervations which 
had been made Fire Hon. Friend (Mr, Sheridan), who had 
juſt ſat down. Thoſe obfervations had been chiefly directed 
ro eſtabliſh two points :—Firſt, That the affairs of Ireland 
were not the only new topic which had been urged to prove 


the neceſſity of going into a Committee z— and ſecondly, that 


even if they were the only cauſe, they would of themſelves be 


a fufficient caufe for going into it. With neither of theſe 


poſitions of his Hon. Friend, Mr. Canning had the honour to 
agree. He ſtill retained the opinion, with which he had come 
into that Houfe, an opinion which had been confirmed in his 


mind by the ſpeech of the Right Hon. Gentleman who made 


the motion, which had been IT expreſſed by his Right 
Hon. Friend (Mr. Pitt), and which prevailed, he believed, 


e both in that Houſe and with the Public: That, 


ut for the ſtate in which affairs now are in Ireland, we ſhould 


have heard nothing this day of the pe omg of ſuch a Com- 


mittee as had been propoſed ; and he ſtill thought alſo, that 
the exiſtence of that critical ſtate of affairs, ſo far from being 
a reaſon for acceding to the propoſed Committee, was deciſive 
for refuſing it, e „„ 5 
He was very far from meaning to contend againſt the right 
of the Engliſh Parliament to call the miniſters of the Crown to 


account for their conduct with reſpe& to Ireland, as a com- 


ponent part of the empire. But he did mean to expteſs a very 
ſtrong doubt of the policy and propriety of exerciſing that right, 
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at a period, when it could not be exerciſed to any beneficiab 


or rational effect, without bringing the internal and indepen- 


dent concerns of the ſiſter kingdom into queſtion; and thus 


reducing us to the dilemma, either of diſcuſſing what we had 
no power to decide, or of deciding what we had no right to 
enforcss. 4 PR. TEL | | 

The queſtion of the Roman Catholic emancipation appeared, 
as far as we could judge from report—(and he begged leave to 
remind the Houſe that it was upon report alone that we were 


called upon to take up the inquiry )—to be intimately conneCt= 
ed with the preſent ſituation of Iriſh affairs, and to involve in 


itſelf the juſtification or condemnation of one or other of his 


Majeſty's miniſters. Whichever it might be, that in the end 


ſhould appear culpable or innocent, how difficult then would 
it be to come to any concluſion upon their conduct, without 


coming by the "_ to ſome declaration of opinion upon the 


Catholic queſtion !—and, whatever that opinion might be, how 
could a Member of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons on the one 
hand, conſent to degrade that Houſe to a mere debating club, 
deliberating and deciding without effect ?—Or, what friend 
of Iriſh independence, on the other hand, could tamely ſuffer 
a vote of the Britiſh Parliament to anticipate the judgment, 

and dictate the deciſion. of the Legiſlature of Ireland upon a 
ſubject ſo nearly and ſo excluſively connected with the rights 


and intereſts of that country ? „ 5 | 
For theſe reaſons he was againſt going into. the Committee 


upon the affairs of Ireland—and other reafons he had heard 
nonez except ſuch as had already been repeatedly brought 
before the Houſe, and ſolemnly determined. The army, the 


navy, the war, in its riſe, object, principle, and 33 


had already been the ſubjects of frequent diſcuſſion. One o 
ject indeed the Hon. Gentleman had avowed, which would, 
no doubt, have its due weight with many who ſat near him; 


but, he truſted, with no very great proportion of the Houſe 


or of the country beſides - the immediate removal of the 
preſent adminiſtration. And he had ſtated as a peculiar de- 
ſect in the conſtitution of this country, that Here, and here 
only, of all the countries in the world, would it be poſſible 
for a miniſter to continue in oſſice, aſter ſuch repeated failures 
and diſaſters. This defect, if ſuch it muſt be called, is ob- 
viouſly one that grows out of the peculiar freedom of this 


_ conſtitution, and out of the ſhare which the people take in 
the public affairs and political conduct of the Government. 


In arbitrary governments, where there is no intercourſe be- 
tween the Executive Power and the people, where the 1 


3 ES & EY "IAEA 7 SY bo Yo 


— 44 > — — os wt Kos 1 1 =? co n 22288 n * . 8 5 : 
- >. pes * 2 * * - 5 8 oof - mmm << oak = — — xe e 
, * Ke”; Its =,.& * . 2 7 3 2 v —— —— rr * 1 Ip 
* n 2 4 £ . . 4 2 21 : 2 > 4 WIGS 2 by. — 9 D 0 þ JE * 20 12 « 5 ö he > If ** # a 653% 
FR” - F OI rr 33 5 l r Top St 5 LAW * 1 x FO * U » * 2 ” 4 OL. + Bs 3 11 . 
Pd Jak pe or 7 rf RES: 8 * RODS, og. . q f — r Y 2 err „ ge A . Nr 4 BIR 4 5 . "ot : 
1 L ones: 22 . 1 "6 a Sw 3.47 l >; 2 ä 2 2 1 e — IF rere . — * S 2 pk * - N - K 2 EY "2 
by 0 * & — 2 - & x - * C _ 2 ” A 4 4 > + "+ * * 2 4 * -— - — 3 * — EE» | 
= 7 AZ + 0 5 r 5 8 Yb 2 I * 3 a 2 To x c . '\ * San . SE 4 24 
2 2 . 955 v * n L 3 4 ? 2 — N * I 2 * — 8 
— * | * n 8 3 e A fs A ot NE Tn RNS Ny 3 27 a 2: — 3 — —_— — 0 
3 \ SF e F * ho 1 £ F Pt Fas 
os os erate — 3 — x" . . 


n 


2 . = 2 1 = l N F — 
„ e 934 SEARS >. . 8 N e . 7 a Av 1 e 
TT 1 DT EIS a N ORE ET mn. 
- ob, 1 ks ds - oo. IS CS + . 1 . — n * . nnn LILIES IS 3 -4 Ag 1 


3 D INIT 
OI e teen 


£ 
* U 


- * N 5 a 
4 8 Xe "IPD 
* . 
r n 
4, 3 +5 2 
mo 2 2 
e 7 Vx Bat 
EY n Bn > 
. . 2 _ 2 — * »- 
— » 4 >a. rag „ ” 


333 © 'WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commons, 
2 | i » - 4 « — ; 

Have no inſight into the proceedings of the ſtate, but are left 
to judge merely from the event, how far they may have been 
wifely deſigned, or honeſtly conducted; it is no wonder that 
they thould conſider every failure as a crime, and demand a 
victim for every diſaſter. But in free and enlightened ſtates, 
where the people have an opportunity of tracing. every pro- 
ceeding of the government; where they go, as it were, hand 
in hand with their repreſentatives, and their repreſentatives 
with the miniſters through every ſtage of an undertaking; 
they certainly do not wait for the event before they ſtamp it 
with their approbation, and certainly do nr inſiſt upon pu- 
nifhing thoſe who have the conduct of it, While they can 
aihzn reafons to themſelves in exculpation of a failure. | 

4 cer object, which the Hon. Gentleman wiſhed to ac- 
campliſh in this Committee, or which it is at leaſt natural 
enough for him to ſtate to the Houfe—as, in ſtating it, he can 
indulge himfelf in much pleaſantry againſt Gentlemen on this 
fide of the Houſe, and probably without a ſerious anfwer— _ 
is, that a tax ſhould be laid ſimilar to one which it ſeems has 
lately been laid in Spain of 58. in the pound on all places and 
penſions, When we are called upon to imitate Spain in this 
arora. it is ſomewhat ſurpriſing that Gentlemen ſhould not 
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43 aware that Spain has done no more than imitate us. A 
LE tax of the ſame nature exiſts in this country already, and to a 
WY. larger amount than 58. in the pound. [4 cry of No, ns! ſrom the 
"Lf Oppofition.] Mr. Canning ſtated, that the Jand-tax and other 
i iP taxes together made, he believed, about 5s. 6d. in the pound, 
* but he would not quarrel with them about the odd fx-pence. He 
i Þ would ſay only to a /milar amount. And he would aſk if 
Gentlemen, who ſeemed inclined to puſh the principle to a 
= further extent, whether they ſeriouſly thought by doing fo to 
E add weight to the poplar and democratic part of the conſtitu- 


tion. And if they did, he ſhould have no heſitation in aſſirm- 
ing that the tendency of it would be directly the reverſe; that 
it would go to wipopularize the conſtitution in the moſt emi- 


nent degree; to throw all power into the hands of the rich; th 
and to exclude from ſituations of truſt and fervice in the coun- | 
try, all thoſe, whole talents or whoſe virtues might want the tir 
aid of birth and fortune to introduce them. The wages of . 
office, and the remunerations for paſt ſervices beſtowed on ſer 
thoſe who have ſerved the ſtate with credit, may indeed very |} an 
eaſily be put in a ridiculous light; they may be liable to abuſe ref 
ws or miſapplication: But the principle from which they are de- lic 
rived, is nevertheleſs that which pervades and equalizes the agr 
clafles of ſociety, -by. enabling the ſtate to avail itſelf - the and 
8 | ; | : 8 2 : ta ents 1 
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talents of all its citizens; which opens as wide the doors of the 


Senate-houſe and of the Cabinet, to acquired eminence and 


plebeian worth, as to anceſtral dignity and hereditary virtue. 
The Hon. Gentleman had concluded his ſpeech with an 
accuſation againſt miniſtry, of rather an extraordinary nature: 
That they have never ſtated what their bet rs were as to the 
form of government that ſhould be erected in France; for 
which reaſon he ſuppoſes them to wiſh that the old deſpotiſm 
might be reſtored in all its horrors, and moreover that a ſimilar 
deſpotiſm might gradually grow up in this country. At the 
ſame time he had profeſſed Himſelf moſt eagerly to 201/þ that 4 
republican form of government might be eſtabliſhed in France; 
dctying any perſon to infer from thence, that he had the 
ſmalleſt deſire to ſee republicaniſm prevailing in this country. 
With theſe wiſhes of his Hon. Friend, or any other that he 
might entertain, Mr. Canning faid, that he apprehended no- 
body was diſpoſed to meddle, or to draw any inference from 
them of what ſenſe or nature ſoever. He could not however 
but complain a little, that the candour which his Hon. Friend 
inſiſted on having uſed towards himſelf, he ſhould not in the 
firſt inſtance have thought it fair to extend to others; If it 
would be uncandid to conclude from his acknowledged pre- 
ference for a republic, one and indiviſible, in France, that he 
would gladly tranſplant the ſame form of government to Eng- 
land; it ſeemed at leaſt egually uncandid to infer from mi- 
niſters acknowledging no preference at all (which is his accuſation 
againſt them), that they zherefore neceflarily deſire an aggravated 
deſpotiſm both abroad and at home; | EXIT 
But whatever might be the opinions or wiſhes of individuals, 


or the inferences to be drawn from them, they appeared to 
him to lay no more ground than any other of the arguments, 
which had been advanced for going into the Committee. He 
ſhould therefore, without treſpaſſing longer on the time of the 


Houſe, give his vote for the adjournment. 
the ſtate of the nation entirely unneceflary. | 
Mr. Baſtard thought all inquiry reſpecting Ireland at this 
time improper, and could not therefore vote for the motion. 
There were, however, many ſubjects that in his mind called for 
ſerious inquiry, particularly the conduct of the Admiralty Board, 
and the reaſon why the fleet was ſo long detained in port; the 
reſult of what had been done by the Commiſſioners of Pub- 
lie Accounts on the ſubject of penſions; and he would not 
agree with thoſe Gentlemen who thought that taxing places 
and penſions was any deſperate ſign of our reſources 
Mr. Henniker Major ſaid a few worde. 
Vor = | 2 2 Ar. 
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Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, he felt it neceſſary to ſay a few words, 
merely to ſtate the grounds upon which he intended to give 
his vote. From what the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid re- 
ſpecting Ireland in the concluſion of his ſpeech, he was pre- 
vented from voting with him, becauſe he differed from him on 
that ſubject. At the ſame time he muſt alſo ſtate, that he dif- 
fered ſrom his Right Hon. Friend, when he ſtated the ſituation 
of the country to be the ſame as it was on the firſt day of the 
ſeſſion; he thought it was materially different. Though peace 
was deſireable at that time, it was much more fo at preſent, 
and at the ſame time more attainable from the events that had 
fince occurred. The civil war in France was at an end; the 
ſituation of the Welt Indies, the retreat from. Holland, and, 
above all, the diſpoſition. of the preſent government of France, 
tended, in his opinion, to facilitate negotiation. Theſe were 
topics which he was aware did not come properly before the 
Houſe on that occaſion; but the time, he truſted, would come, 
even this ſeſſion, when they would be brought forward in the 


hape of a regular motion; if no other Gentleman would un- 


dertake to bring forward ſuch a motion, he ſhould think it his 
duty to make it. | By 5 
Mr. Fox at length roſe, and made a reply to the following 
effect :—< I feel it necetlary. to ſay a few words in anſwer to 
what I have heard to-night, and chiefly from the Right Hon. 


Gentleman who moved the queſtion of adjournment. Gen- 
tlemen have partly miſunderſtood my meaning, if they con- 


fider that I have withed for a Committee to inquire into the 
ſtate of the nation on any one particular point; or that I wiſh 
particularly to agitate topics of war or peace, which have been 


already diſcuſſed in this Houſe, and, in thoſe diſcuſſions, I have 
not had the good fortune to agree with the majority. TI meant, 


by moving for the Committee this day, to inquire into the 
conduct of the war in general, in order that we might ſce 


how his Majeſty's miniſters have acted, Gentlemen on the 
other fide ſay, they do not wiſh to turn out miniſters. They 
lay too, that they do not wiſh to inquire into the conduct ot 


the war. That is natural enough; the meaning of it is ob- 
vious. They do not with for an inquiry; in fact, they know 
that an inquiry is likely to influence the opinion of this 
Houſe upon the conduct of the miniſters, and that, after being 


compelled to cenſure them, we ſhall, in juſtice to our own con- 


Gſtency, find ourſelves obliged to vote for an addreſs to thc 
Throne for their removal. I faid that this country was in a 
ſituation which, on the face of things, called for an inquiry, 
and therefore I moved for it; and I believe that the reſul: 
would be, that this Houſe could not, conſiſtently with 4 own 

| | N : _ honour, 
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honour, refuſe a vote of cenſure on miniſters, and an addreſs 
for their removal; and therefore it is not myſterious that ſome 


Gentlemen ſhould be unwilling to go into an inquiry. But 


are we indeed to go hand in hand with the miniſters, and 
not to inquire into their conduct, leſt the reſult ſhould be, that 
they muſt be removed? Are we indeed ſo very complaiſant to 
Adminiſtration, that, rather than they ſhould loſe their power, 
the country itſelf ſhall be loſt? "The Right Hon. Gentleman 
has infinuated ſomething like a hint, that if he and his aſſo- 
ciates were diſmiſſed to-morrow, and others more able were 
appointed in their ſtead, neither his Majefty, nor the Public, 
would look to thoſe who ſupport the preſent motion, for their 
aſſiſtance. ' Upc 1 that ſubject, Sir, IJ have no objection to ſay 


bat I feel, au what, indeed, I partly expreſſed, on a former 
occaſion that if this war be to be carried on with more vigour 
than it has been on our part, and by men of greater capacity 


than the preſent miniſters, but on the ſame principles as it has 
been hitherto avowed, and for the ſame objet—and I know 


that there are many men who are friends enough to this war, 


to carry it on upon ſuch terms—all IT can ſay is, that there is 
not any thing that his Majeſty can offer to me—no, Sir, nor 
any thing that any Prince in Europe can offer to me, that 
ſhould induce me to take any ſhare in it. Let me aſk how- 
ever, whether that is, or can it be a reaſon that this Houſe 
thould not inquir2 into the conduct of miniſters, who brought 
upon this country fuch calamities; calamities that have never 
been equalled in any period of its hiſtory? Even thoſe who 


were originally, and who may be ſtill, againſt any terms for 


negotiation for peace, ſhould vote for an inquiry into the con- 
duct of the war, and follow it up, if neceſſary, with a vote 
for an addreſs to his Majeſty, to appoint ſome perſons more 


likely to conduct it with ſucceſs. —The Right Hon. Gentle- 


man has ſaid, that he is not anſwerable for what might be 
done by a miniſter abroad upon ſome particular occaſion—an 
expreſhon that is unworthy of any man who calls himſelf a 
miniſter. The declaration of a miniſter abroad may create a 
war between two nations. Is it to be endured in this Houſe, 
that the Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould ſay, © Such a decla- 
ration was not mine, but was the declaration of Mr. Drake, or 
of any other Ambaſſador ?? __ eee, e ooo non 
The Right Hon. Gentleman has told the Houſe to-night, 
that with regard to neutral powers miniſters have aCted aecord- 
ing to the ſpirit of the law of nations, and that it will appear 
evident that they have done ſo when the ſubject comes to be 
anquired into; and yet, with the ſame breath, he tells the 
Houſe he will not conſent to inquire into it at all. Then he 
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tells us, that this is a buſineſs which ought to have been in- 
quired into before this, and much ſtreſs is laid on the time in 


which l have made my motion. Sir, we have not been negli. 
gent on this fide of the Houſe in bringing forward queſtions 
upon the war. A motion was made early in the ſeflion to re- 

_ eommend a negotiation for peace; which was negatived. Then 
came forward other public buſineſs, the Budget, and various 
important ſubjects. But it is ſaid I have brought on my motion 
on account of the critical ſituation of Ireland. With regard 
to that, Sir, I had formed a reſolution of bringing this motion 
forward before the affairs of that country wore ſo ſerious an 
aſpect as they do now, and before I heard one word of what 
has lately happened there. I do not recollect the particular 
day, but I am ſure the ſact is ſoz and I believe I gave notice 
in this Houſe of my intention to move for a Committee on the 
ſtate of the nation before the late accounts from Ireland ar- 
xiyed, I cannot help alluding to what one Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Wilberforce) has ſaid to-night with regard to Ireland ; he 
owned that he ſhould vote for this inquiry, had it not been 
that I ſaid I ſhould move a reſolution in the Committee upon 
that ſubject. If fo, Sir, let him vote for the inquiry into 
the ſtate of the nation generally; and let him vote againſt the 
reſolution with regard io Ireland when that comes to be pro- 
poſed, With reſpect to Ireland, I conceive that what has hap- 
pened has ariſen out of the fault of miniſters in this country. 
A great miſchief to this country has been produced by the 
miſconduct of miniſters, and I ſay there ſhould be an inquiry 
into that buſineſs, for the particular purpoſe of. knowing who 
is really to blame, in order that we may proceed, to cenſure, 
and, it neceſſary, to puniſh ſuch miniſters. On the conduct of 
the Lord Lieutenant, I can only ſay that I entertain a ſtrong 
opinion, that when this buſineſs is fully inveſtigated, the re- 
ſult will be: to the honour of that Nobleman, and to the ſhame 
and confuſion of the miniſters in this country. That is my 
opinion; but what ſignifies what my opinion is? This Houle 
has no buſineſs with the opinions of individuals. It is their 
duty to inquire into the fact. It ſeems, however, there is a 
great delicacy upon this ſubject. Sir, my opinion is, there 
ſhould be none; for what any miniſter does in his official 
ſituation is fair matter of inquiry in this Houſe, whether 
it regards this country or Ireland. I have heard it ſaid, that we 


ſhould not interfere with the Parliament of Ireland, and that | 


my motion has that tendency. I mean no ſuch thing. I only 
mean to. inquire into the conduct of miniſters. Theſe things 
are debated in the Cabinet, and perhaps ſome things concern- 
ing Acts of Parliament in Ireland are debated in the * ; 
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I want to know, although I would not have this Houſe inter- 
fere in the leaſt degree, nor have we the power of interfering 

with the Parliament of Ireland; but I want to know, I ſay, 
upon what principle it is that the Cabinet thould do more 
upon that topic than this Houſe, or than the Parliament of this 
country, I know of no ſuch principle ; but I know, that with 
regard to any recommendation from the Throne to the Parlia- 
ment of this or of that country, that is a matter for which 
miniſters are liable to be called to account; becauſe it is 
miniſters who adviſe that recommendation. If it were not ſo, 
let me aſk what might the conſequence be. Miniſters may fo 
conduct themſelves that the ſituation of the two countries may 
be in danger, moſt imminent danger; and can that happen, 
and yet we ſhall be told that we cannot interfere ? Sir, I 
do aſſert that we have the power, and that we ought to ex- 
erciſe it, of calling for an inquiry; yes, Sir, and to proceed 
to puniſhment for ſuch malignant conduct on thoſe who have 
been the cauſe of it. That ſuch has been the conduct of mi- 
niſters is undeniable and undenied. I have been told that Iam 
putting Ireland in danger by what I have ſaid to-night z—pray, 
Sir, who has put Ireland in danger moſt ; I who have moved 
for an inquiry into the ſtate of it; or thoſe who by their miſ- 
chievous conduct have made that inquiry neceſſary I who re- 
ſpect both that and this country as much as any man in this 
Houſe 3 or thoſe who conduct themſelves as if they regarded 
the intereſt of neither, when held in competition with their 
own power? Sir, I ſay I have a right to call on miniſters to 
anſwer for the danger in which they have involved the two 
countries, and which I believe to be equally prejudicial to both. 
I with to know whether it is to be laid down as a general prin- 
ciple, that the general failure of the army, and the general 
miſchief which the conduct of miniſters has occaſioned, are 
not to be conſidered as prima facie evidence of the neceſſity of 
inquiring into their miſconduct, The Right Hon. Gentleman 
ſays, that my conduct, if not counteracted, would tend to 
lower the dignity of this country. That a man, who has him- 
ſelf ſo lowered the dignity of this country, who has brought it 
to the verge of ruin by the obſtinacy and the madneſs of his 
conduct, ſhould preſume even to think that any body elſe 
could lower it more than he has, is, I own, rather extraordi- 

_ nary, I deſire to know, and I aſk the miniſter to inform me, 
if he can, Iafk any man in this Houſe to inform me, when it 
was that I endeavoured to lower the dignity of this country ? 

He alluded to the preſent war; what has been his conduct, and 
what did I adviſe this Houſe upon that ſubje& ? I would have 

offered reaſonable terms to France before the war 9 
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may be eaſily informed of the part I took in praiſing the gallan- 
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and for that purpoſe I propoſed a negotiation ; he affected to 


diſdain it. What has been the event? - Will even he himſelf 


now attempt to ſay that there is a chance of making ſo good 
a peace at this time as we might have had then ?—Does 


de even hope he can ever negotiate with the French in a ſitua- 


tion leſs diſhonourable to us than the preſent? I would have 


negotiated with them before a fight. He muſt negotiate after | 


a fight, and after a defeat too, if he negotiates at all. I would 
have negotiated with them while we were rich in our reſources, 


and our commerce was entire. He muſt negotiate when both 


are deſperately impaired. I would have negotiated before our 


allies were defeated, and while they were yet ſuppoſed to be in 


union. He mult negotiate after victory has been declared in 
favour of the enemy, and the allies have been deſerting us and 
abandoning one another. After this, that ſuch a man could 
poſſibly ſuppoſe he is ſupporting the dignity of this country, 
and that he ſhould put himſelf on a footing with any Gentle- 
man, who has not the misfortune to be in the preſent Admini- 
ſtration, is an extraordinary thing, but it is an aſſumption of 
merit which is peculiar to his Majeſty's preſent Council. In 
the mean time, it is with heartfelt ſatisfaCtion I reflect, that in 
every thing I ever propoſed, I have ſupported the dignity of 


this country; I regard it as a circumſtance of good fortune to 


me, that I never gave an opinion by which one drop of Britiſh 


blood was ſhed, or any of its treaſure ſquandered. It has been 


my fortune to oppoſe, perhaps unſucceſsfully, that which 


brought this country into a diſaſtrous ſituation : I mean the 
American war—a war diſaſtrous indeed; but after all the 
_ calamity which it produced, we were happy then, compared 
with the ſituation of this country now. Good God, Sir! that 
there ſhould be a moment when the American war ſhould be 


with truth deemed a itate of happineſs. when compared to the 
moment before us! and yet ſo it is, and ſo any perſon will find it 
to be on examining them both. The calamities of the Ame- 


rican war bear no reſemblance to the preſent. Does the 


miniſter deny the fact? he has never yet ſaid it, and I ſhould 
be glad to hear him aver it now, for I am ready to anſwer him 
if he does. The Right Hon. Gentleman has thought fit to in- 


ſinuate that thoſe with whom 1 act, and that I myſelf, never 


mention the glory of the Britiſh arms. The fact is notorioully 


_ otherwiſe. There is not one inſtance in which we have with- 


held praiſe from any- of our gallant heroes: On the contrary, 
we have been proud to praiſe them. That Right Hon. Gen- 


tleman was not a Member of this Houſe in the time of the 


American war; but if he will take the trouble of inquiring, he 


try 
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try of the Britiſh! troops. America, however, was loſt we 
are now fearing leſt we ſhould loſe Ireland; and I own to you, 
Sir, I tremble for the fate of Great Britain. Is it endurable 


then to hear a man accuſe others of endeavouring to lower the 
dignity of this country, when we are doing all we can to ſave 


it, and are calling for an inquiry into the conduct of that 
man who has brought us to the very laſt ſtake, in which we 
are now contending for our exiſtence ; and ſhall it be ſtill 
a queſtion who is the beſt friend of the honour of Great Bri- 
tain? This inquiry may not take place, but I am glad the Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) has intimated. his intention of 
bringing the ſubjeCt in ſome other ſhape forward. He can do 
it with great propriety. But I wiſh again to aſk, if this Com- 
mittee be not granted, what I am to fay to my conſtituents if 
they aſk—who are the allies of this country? what is our re- 
lative ſituation with the King of Pruſſia? what with the Em- 
peror ? what has been the conduct of Adminiſtration with re- 
gard to the war ? what is the fituation of Ireland ? To all 
theſe queſtions I can only anſwer, „ cannot tell you any 
thing of theſe things. The Houſe of Commons would not 
grant me an inquiry; they went hand in hand with the mi- 
niſter.” 
the people. I know there are enemies to this Houſe; and if 
you refuſe this Committee to inquire into the ſtate of the 
nation, you will furniſh more arguments againſt the Houſe 
of Commons, than any that ever were furniſhed by any in- 
judicious theoriſt that ever wrote upon the ſubject.” . 

Mr. Baſtard roſe to ſpeak a few words, but was prevented 
by the loud call of the queſtion. Upon which the Houſe 
divided, when there appeared for the Adjournment 219 
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Majority = | 5 85 15 156 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, March 25. 


A Bill for the more effectual encouragement of the Britiſh 
Fiſhery was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time, 7 . les oh e HE 2 a 

The Bill for raifing an additional duty on Receipts was 
read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed on Friday. 

The Franking Bill was deterred to Friday. 


General Tarleton moved, that there be laid before the Houſe, 


a lift of all Members whoſe names were ſent to the Poſt- 
s 7 | M.,aſter- 
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360 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 1 . 
Maſter- General, as being diſabled by bodily infirmity for 


writing directions to letters. —Ordered. 


Mr. Whitbread moved, that a copy of the Memorial, and 
alſo the Commiſſioners Report relative to the claim of 1 5,000l, 
fo Colonel F beg be printed. —Ordered. | 


LOTTERY. | 


The Houſe bing reſolved itſelf into a Committcs of the 
whole Houſe, to conſider further of Ways and Means for 
_ raiſing a ſupply, 


The Chancellor of the Prthiyur moved, 


That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the ſum of 


ſeven hundred and fifty-eight thouſand five hundred and forty-one pounds, 
thirteen ſhillings, and four-pence, be raiſed by way of lottery, ſuch lottery 
to conſiſt of fifty- five thouſand tickets, at thirteen pounds fifteen ſhillings 
and ten-pence each; and that the contributors towards the ſame ſhall, on 


or before the 27th day of this inſtant March, make a depoſit with the 


Caſhiers of the Bank of England, of one pound five ſhillings and ten- 


| pence, in reſpe& to the monies to be paid for every ſuch ticket, as a ſe- 


curity for making the future payments to the ſaid n, on or before 


the t time ee eee limi ted, that is to ſay ; 


£7 108. on or before the 22d day of May next. 
L2 on or before the 31ſt day of July next. 

n on or before the 11th day of September next. 
£2 on or before the 3oth day of October next. 
s on or before the 4th day of December next. 

\ £3 on or before the 22d day of January 1796. 


And that tickets, as ſoon as the ſame can be prepared, ſhall be delivered 


to the contributors ſo complering the payment. That the ſum of five 
hundred thouſand pounds ſhall be diſtributed into prizes, for the benefit of 


the proprietors of the fortunate tickets in the ſaid lottery, which prizes 
- ſhall be charged upon the aids and ſupplies granted in this ſeſſion of Par- 


liament, for the ſervice of the year 1795, and be paid at the Bank of 
England in money, to ſuch proprietors upon demand, on, or at any time 


after the 1ſt day of July 1796, as ſoon as certificates can be made out, 


without any deduction whatſoever ; and that all the monies to be received 


by the faid Caſhiers ſhall be paid into the receipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer, 
to be applied from time to time to ſuch ſervices as ſhall then have been 


voted by this Houſe in this ſeſſion of Parliament. That every contributor, 
who ſhall pay in the whole of his or her contribution money towards the 
ſaid ſum of ſeven hundred and fitty -ei ght thouſand five hundred and forty- 
ene pounds thirteen ſhillings and four -pence, at any time on or beſole 
the 4th day of December 1795, ſhall be allowed an intereſt by way of dil. 


count, after the rate of C3 My centum per annum, on the ſum ſo com- 
| | pleting 


; waa ex) wos PARLIAMENTARY. REPORTS, 362 
pleting his or her contribution, reſpeRively, to be computed from the 


day of completing the fame, to the 22d day of — 1796.” 
The reſolution paſſed. 


LIFE owes. 


The Chancellor of the Exchiquer fined, that the propoſed 


tax upon Life Inſurances, which was originally intended to 
attach to exiſting, as well as ſubſequent inſurances, and to 
be levied upon the premium, and nat the capital, had been 
repreſented to him as likely to be attended with ſome incon- 
veniences 3 he therefore propoſed that the tax ſhall only fall 
upon ſubſequent inſurances, and that it ſhall be levied upon 
the capital, and not upon the FRG and be moved the 
following reſolution : 1 111615 


6 Reſolved, | . 
1% That it is the opinion * this «Gama that upon every ſum of 


one hundred pounds, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs ſum that 


ſhall be inſured by any perſon or perſons, on any event or contingency re- 
lative to a life or lives, there ſhall be charged the ſums following, that is ts 


ſay, for the year for which ſuch inſurance ſhall be firſt granted, the ſum 


of twenty ſhillings z and for every year for which ſuch infurance ſhall con- 


tinue, the ſum of ten ſhillings 5 which duties ſhall reſpettively be =_ » | 


the aſſured in ſuch inſurances reſpectively. 


Mr. Huſſty admitted, that taxes muſt be raiſed, and that 


were they were laid, ſome hardſhips muſt be endured; but 
he particularly objected to this mode of raiſing the ſupplies, 
as the amount would be trivial, and would tend to diſcourage 
many prudential x ret in families. 

General Smith ht, that it would bear very hard on the 
military profeſſion, who had no other mode of ſecuring pro- 
perty to their families. 

Ar. Fox, regarding it as a tax on bee obſerved, 
that it would fall Girectiy on that ſpecies of property, which 
2 "ay the duty of the Houſe cho to encourage than to 
oo Os 

Alderman Anderſon ceived, the tax would be better 
placed on the office inſuring, than on the property inſured. _ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he would take the 
matter into further conſideration, The reſolution was then 
reed to, and the report ordered to be received the next 


* R reed to go into a committee of che whole 
Houſe the next day, to conſider of means or the better pre. 
vention of . 
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the objections w 


"HOUSE. OF. LORDS. al 5 
TnuxspA r, March 26. 
HIS MAJESTY'S. MESSAGE. 


Lord Grenville preſented a Meſſage from his Majeſty; t to 
che following effect: That relying on the zealous and aſ- 
ſectionate ſupport of his faithful Houſe of Lords in the 
vigorous proſecution of the war, he recommends to them to 


conſider of making proviſion for the extraordinary expences 
that may be incurred for the ſervice of the year. 


The meſſage having been read by the Lord Chancelbs, 
Lord Grenville moved, that 125 *. my We, —_ into 


conſideration next day. 


* 1 + 8 
43 Þ'% 3 


i . —. , T4 HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Tupnspar, March 26. 
"HIS. MA JESTY'S' MESSAGE, 


E 18 of the Exchequer brought « up ihe Following 


we from his e | 


1% GEORGE R.' © tt 
14 gh His Majeſty, elites: on che et 1 affetionate rom » of his 
faithful Commons inxthe vigorous proſecution of the war in which he 
is engaged, recommends it to this Houſe: to conſider of mak ing proviſion 
towards enabling his Majeſty to defray any extraordinary expences which 
may be iheurred for the ſer vice of the preſent Years. and W * mea- 
furey ag the euigenc y of affairs may require. 


Ihe meſſage was referred to a Committee of Bat.” 
Ihe teport of the Committee 'of Ways and Means was 
brought up. 
ig reading the reſolution reſpecting the duty on Life 
Urance, 
The Chancellor 5 "4 the. Exchequer ſaid, he had confidered of 
ich had been urged againſt this tax, and 
they appeared to him to have ſo much yet ht that he ſhould 


be lad to forego the meaſure,, if that could be done without 


any public inconvenience z and he was happy to ſay this was 
the caſe in the preſent inſtance, for the ſum which would be 
produced | beyond the eſtimate on'the additional duty on ſpirits 
in Scotland would be more than equal to the ſum intended 
to o be raiſed by the ue infurance WT He ſhould therefore 


- withdraw 


W 


— 
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withdraw that duty; and thereſore he propoſed that the re- 
ſolution ſhould be negatived. V 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he felt great ſatisfaction at the conduct of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer; he had no doubt that he 
alſo would feel ſatisfaction in future, for having acted as he 
had done in the preſent inſtance. OS I oe Sg 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer's motion was agreed to. 
Vr. Henniker Major gave notice, that on the 14th of 
April he ſhould move for an inquiry into the cauſe of the 
delay of the Court Martial which was to fit. on the conduct 
_ of % Motley: ²⁵f] %è lil gs alot as - 
Mr. Baker hoped the Hon. Gentleman would conlider 
what he was about more maturely, before he brought forwar, 
any ſuch motion. FFF 
Mr. M. A. Taylor ſaid, nothing could be more improper 
than ſuch a motion as the Hon. Gentleman Feel 3 it was 
peculiarly the buſineſs of the Executive Power; and he 
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truſted, no attempts would be made to interfere with that, in 
the preſent ſituation of the country... g. 
Ar. Major withdrew his notice, in conſequence of theſe 
repreſentations. | B. Gl M A i aidchcdt. 
The queſtion was put, and the reſolution was negatived.- . 
The Houſe, in a Committee to conſidey.of means for. the 
better prevention of ſmuggling, came to ſeveral reſolutions 
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relative to the conduct of officers of Exciſe and Cuſtoms, &c,; 
and the report was ordered to be received next day. 
The Bill to enable Seamen in his Majeſty's navy to allet 
certain parts of their pay to their families. paſſed the Com- 
mittee, and the report was ordered to be received the next 
day. | | 15 | „ 
Le was given to bring in a Bill for the better regulation 
of Hawkers and Pediare ᷑˙s?0 ponies ard 
Mr. W. Dundas gave notice, that he ſhould move the next 
day for leave to bring in a Bill in conformity to the recom- 
mendation of the Speaker on a former day, to prevent delay 
in the execution of Writs for the election of Members to 
ſerve in Parliament. $5 irs” ghee? wi d3 wes ls 


1 THE LORD'S DAY. _ £4 

A motion was made for the ſecond reading of the Bill for 
the better obſervance of the Lord's day. 3 by 
Hr. M. A. Taylor faid, he roſe for the purpoſe of moving, 
that the ſecond reading be deferred to this day three months; 
and he would in a very few words ſtate on what grounds. 
When the Houſe heard his reaſons, he was perſuaded, they 


_ would not ſuffer. this Bill to proceed; they would not with to 
=: gp "We | "qa: „ 
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extend the Act of 29 Charles II. fo far as to make a breach of 
it puniſhable by ſine and impriſonment; and to ſubject the 
j . offending to an indictment as for a miſdemeanor. He 
believed he was as well attached to a proper obſervance of 
the Lord's day as any man; but his objection to this Bill was, 
that if it paſſed it would operate only on the middling claſs 
of the people. If the Houſe were really zealous for a more 
ſtrict obſervance of the Lord's day, why did they not goto 


houſes of luxury, to clubs, and the dwellings of the higher 


_ ranks? Perſons of rank and fortune had ſervants to dre(; 
their hair on a Sunday, in order that they might appear de- 


cent at church; but the middling ranks were obliged to em- 
ploy a hair-drefſer. It was true that hair-dreſſing was not 
a matter of neceſſity, but it was of decency, and he thought 
it creditable to the country that perſons of all ranks ſhould 


appear clean and decent in their attendance on public worſhip. 


By the Ac of Charles II. hair-dreſſers exerciſing their buſineſs 
on the Sabbath day, were liable to a penalty of five ſhillings ; 
but by this Act to a large fine and impriſonment. Gentlemen 
ſurely would not wiſh to ſubject perſons to ſuch penalties for 


. a laudable attention to decency. Many of the lower claſſes 


of the people did not get their wages till a very late time on 


Saturday night, when they ought indeed to be retired to reſt : 


And by this Act, if they ſhould buy a piece of beef on Sun- 
day, they would be liable to be indicted, fined, and impriſon- 


ed. It might be ſaid, this was a work of neceſſity ; but ſtill 
they were liable to be indicted, and he did not like ſubjecting 


them to all the inconveniences of a proſecution, nor to leave 
It to a jury to determine, whether neceſſary or not. Another 
objection was, that by the Act of Charles II. no penalty 


_ 'could be incurred, unleſs information were given in ten days; 


but this Bill limited no'time ; there was no limitation to an 
indictment; ſo that if any perſon were to have his hair dreſſ- 
ed, or took a boat, or rode out the next Sunday after paſſing 


the Bill, he might be puniſhed at any period of his life. He 


profeſſed himſelf an advocate for a proper obſervance of the 
Lord's day, but it was ſuch an obſervance of Sunday, as good 


| ſenſe and natural religion dictated 3 and not that ſort of rigid 
and ſour practice of morality, which puritanical cant and 


conventicle hypocriſy induced ſome perſons to affect. He 


believed that none even of the moſt fanatical followers of 
Whitfield would wiſh to have this Bill paſſed, if they took 


the trouble of conſidering it: He therefore moved, that the 
fecond reading be deferred to that day three months. 
Mr. Elliot fupported the Bill as a meaſure neceſſary for the 


purpoſe of keeping up among us the appearance of 8 1 
5, ee 
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There were, he obſerved, two parts of the Bill; only one 
had been noticed by Mr. Taylor, and that was not exactlyßx 
the fit time to diſcuſs the propriety of an indictment, it 


would be better in the Committee; one conſideration in fa- 


vour of the Bill was, that the Act of Charles II. had been 


found ineffectual. Attention to a proper obſervance of the 


Sabbath, in his opinion, was eſſential to the very exiſtence of 


religion; it was notoriouſly declining in this country; in the 
preſent year, the building of great edifices was carried on 
openly, and in defiance of decency, on a Sunday. 

Another matter alſo appeared offenſive in the eye of reli- 
gious decency, viz. the number of public waggons which 
travel the road on a Sunday. It muſt be within the know- 


| ledge and remembrance of almoſt every Member of the Houſe, 


that ſome few years ago no ſuch thing as a covered or public 
waggon was ſeen on the road on the Sabbath day; whereas 


nothing was more common at preſent, indeed every road in 


the kingdom ſwarmed with them. In ſome degree, it might 
be neceſſary that they ſhould be ſuffered to paſs in certain 
caſes; but it was carried to an extent that called loudly for 
check and teſtriction. The Hon. Gentleman who oppoſed 
the Bill going into a Committee had made ſeveral objections, 
which might be worthy attention in the Committee, but 
which certainly did not apply to that ſtage of the progreſs of 
the Bill. Juſtices of peace were at preſent awkwardly ſitu- 
ated, not knowing how properly to enforce the penalties in- 
flicted on perſons not obſerving the Lord's day, by the Act of 
Charles II. It was certainly proper to relieve them from this 
difficulty, by ſome amendment to that Act, and this could 


only be done with effect by nos Raves a Committee. He 


therefore hoped, that, whatever Gentlemen might think of 
the Bill, in its preſent ſtate, they would ſuffer it to go into a 


Committee, where it would meet a fair and full diſcuſſion, 


and alſo receive ſuch alterations and modifications as might, 


perhaps, render it perfectly agreeable to thoſe even who now 


io warmly oppoſed it. | 8 £6 
Mr. M. A. Taylor roſe to explain, He ſaid, the Gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt had much miſunderſtood him. He never 


_ . wiſhed, nor ever ſaid he wiſhed that the Bill had gone further; 
he only ſaid, that when thoſe who had brought in the Bill, had 


gone ſo far in laying pains and penalties on the middling 
claſſes of people, they had not taken notice of the faſhionable 


clubs, routs, &c. and by that means had gone higher in their 


religious reformation. | | 7.7 
Sir M. Dolben ſaid, that many obſervations had fallen from 
Mr. Taylor, which certainly might come with great propriety, 
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and ſome of them perhaps with particular force; againſt parts 


ol the Bill; but that certainly was not the proper time to preis 


them. He was ſtrongly of opinien, that ſome ſuch Bill as this 


was highly neceſſary. He had therefore brought it in; and as 


nothing which he had yet heard went in the leaſt againſt the 
principle of the Bill, he t ughit id ought, by all means, to be 
permitted to go to a Committee, I aid, any te.” 

Me. Caurtenay condemned the Bill, and ſaid, it ought not to 


go to a Committee. He ridiculed the Bill. altogether, as a 


thing entirely founded on puritanical principles; he ſaid it 
would increaſe the number of religious informers, who re- 


verſed the proverb. Saint Paul ſaid, that “ Godlineſs is great 
gains — With them great gains were godlineſs. In fact, he 
conſidered it not only as reprehenſible 11 its conſequences, being 
a Bill of pains and penalties, affecting chigiy the middle and 


lower orders of people; but he averred it alſo to be an inqui- 


| fitoriat Bill. Much had been ſaid about the uſe of public Wag- 


gons on a Sunday. He! could ſee no reaſon why waggons 
ſhould be reſtricted from paſſing on a Sunday, when gentle. 


mens carriages and poſt coaches and chaiſes were allowed to 
roll about the roads from one end of the kingdom to the other, 


without the ſmalleſt animadverfion. In the caſe of waggons 


it might be, and in moſt inſtances it was, a matter of neceſlity 
which induced their owners to uſe them on that day; in that 


of gentlemens carriages, it was the mere choice, 2vhim,. or plea . 
ſure of the owners. which ſet their wheels in motion. The 
due obſervance of the Lord's day, by which he ſuppoſed the 
attendance at ſome place of public worſhip was meant, was 
equally broke through in both caſes; and why it ſhould be more 
faulty. or deſerving of cenſure, or of pains and penalties, in 
the caſe of nece//ity than it was in that of caprice, it was not in 
his power to account. He conjured the Houſe to conſider 
the buſineſs attentively, and not too readily give way to this 
ſanctimonious kind of enforcing the obſervance of that noble 
religion which was profeſſed in this country, by endeavouring 
to make the dread of a juſtice's warrant more conducive to its 


general eftabliſhmeat and ſecurity, than the ſublime dictates 
. of: ſovereign reaſon. In the ſtarched and gloomy days of the 


commonwealth, no ſuch means as theſe had been reſorted to, 
and every one knew how much ſtreſs was laid on the obſerv- 
ance of the Lord's day in thoſe times. Mr. Hume mentioned 
a dialogue between a Puritan and a Cavalier, in which the 


Puritan tells the other that his party are very wicked, for that 


* they indulged themſelves in gaming, in drinking, and in the 


| a | ; „ 
company of lewd women, and never went to church.“ Truc, 


replies the Cavalier, „we do fo, and we do it openly-—0ur 
55 N nature 


R 


He objected to the preſent Bill being commi | 7 
round; under pretences of enforcing a ſtricter obſervance of 
the Lord's day, by the middling and lower clafs of people, which 


fide, No, No! — Upe 


committed, on another 


were the only ones it could àffeck, it gave licence to another 


numerous ſet of men to break in upon that obſervance, in à 
manner which they were reſtricted from by the Act of 
Charles II. In purſuance of that Act, and by the common law, 


no bailiff or ſheriff's officer could execute any writ, pryceſs, or 


execution, on a Sunday. By this Act they were empowered 


to execute all ſuch proceſſes ¶ Here a cry from the Ti . 

on which Mr. Courtenay read the claufe 
he alluded to, by Which it appeared, that all the powers 
he mentioned were given to ſheriff's officers, bailiffs, &c. 


to execute writs; executions, '&c.] - There was another 
ſtriking hardſhip, he faid, that would be a confequence 
if this Bill paſſed into a law. Every perſon who could not 


afford to pay fifty or fixty pounds a year to a valet to dreſs his 


hair, in cafe he did not chooſe to go with diſhevelled locks to 


attend divine ſervice, would, if he ſent for a hair-dreſſer, bé 


£ + 
. 


liable to be e by an information or indictment in 


the Court of King's Bench, and perhaps, in the iffue, to fine 
and impriſonment. It acted alſo by way of double e 
the poor hair-dreſfer Who dreſſed him was liable to the 
ſame proſecution, and to have the fame penalties inflicted on 


him for the ſame offence. What had the poor hair-dreſſers 


done, he aſked, to make them ſo odious in the eyes of mi- 
niſters, that they were thus to be held up to the riſque of pu- 
niſhment more than any other claſs of men in the community? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer had lately brought in, and the 
Houſe had nearly agreed to a Bill, obliging every perſon who 
wears powder to pay a guinea a year for a licence to do ſo; and 
here was à Bill, which fajd, that every perſon who is powder- 
ed on a Sunday ſhall be Hable to an information or indictment 
in the King's Bench, and the hair-dreſſer who puts the powder 
is to be liable to the ſame, which is neither more nor leſs than 
paying a guinea a year for the chance, if informers do not 
grow very ſcarce indeed, of being indicted. By the one Bit 
the hair-dreſſer will be deprived of all ſuch cult 


of being fined and impriſoned, for dreſſing and powdering thoſe 
of his cuſtomers who do chuſe to pay it. One caſe ftruck 
tim in a particular manner Would the miniſter wiſh that the 
— TOY, R „ men 
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men in the dock-yards ſhould be obliged to defiſt from work - 
ing on Sundays; or that waggons carrying proviſions, or am- 
munition, or clothing, or other neceſſaries for the army or 


navy, ſhould be prevented from travelling on a Sunday; or 


would he deſire, that in caſe they did work, and travel, that 
their owners ſhould be liable to puniſhment by fine and 


unpriſonment ? Yet this muſt be the caſe if this Bill ſhould 


be ſuffered to paſs in its preſent ſtate; and ſurely every other 
waggon carrying articles of neceſſary conſumption into the 


country from London, or from one place to another acroſs the 


country, has as much right to travel, and the Public would be 
_ equally injured and inconvenienced by ſtopping them. 
The Bill, if paſſed into a law, would, he ſaid, be productive 

of the worſt conſequences. Inſtead of conciliating mens 
minds, and making them love religion, from the mildneſs of 


its principles and influence, it would tend to ſour the people, 
and render them liable to the greateſt inconveniences, and, in 
many caſes, to the moſt unjuſt puniſhments. It was a Bill, he 
faid, to make a Sunday a day of faſt, as well as a day of prayer, 
for it ſubjected any perſons to impriſonment who ſhould {ell 


oh viſions on that day; ſince, as had been well obſerved by 


Hon. Friend (Mr. Taylor) that among the lower and moſt 


| induſtrious orders of the people it frequently happened, that 


men who were fathers of families, which depended ſolely on 


their weekly earnings for their Sunday's dinner, did not receive 
their wages, fo as to be able, by oſſibil | | 
purchaſe that dinner, on which the comfort and ſuſtenance of 


ity, to go to market to 


many perſons depended, for that day, before twelve o'clock. 


If any informer fhould on the Sunday ſee this honeſt fon of 


induſtry, and child of toil, laying out his money for ſo irre- 
ligious a purpoſe, he might get the poor creature indicted, and 
afterwards puniſhed by fine or impriſonment. Such would 
be the bleſſed effects of this Bill if paſſed into a law! ! 
We have heard much, ſaid Mr. Courtenay, lately about pro- 
phecies, which have, in no ſmall degree, alarmed and agitated 


the minds of the people. Prophecies were things which he 


did not much attend to, but he had- lately met with one writ- 


ten about the year 1500, about two hundred and ninety years 


ago, which appeared in a paper, entitled, he believed, Row- 
Jand's Itinerary. T his he would, with permiſſion, read to the 


e Tn Oxford once, againſt my will, 

I met twe Knights, Dol REN and HILL; 
The firſt he was a moſt profane one 
The next a rigid Puritanian, 75 


. 


4 
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Who hang'd his wicked CAT on Moxpar, 8 
© Becauſe the catch'd a Movss on SUNDAY *. 2 


* as gave riſe to the following jeu Ceſprit, which 3 in the 
newſpapers immediately afterwards, and was ſent us by a Member, who 
defred it might appear in our work as a note, chicidatory of the part of the 
debate to which it refers, and whence it originated. | | 


AN OLIVER FOR A ROWLAND.. ; 
Extradted from a Poem entitled The Hibernian Prov, £ ſed to have 
been written in the year 1 foo, the yery period in which the famous —_ 
q« 


phecy, called Rowland's Itinerary, quoted by JOHN CovnrEN AY, 
in the Houſe of Commons, on hurſday laſt, in the debate on the Sab- 


bath Bill, is ſaid to have been publiſhed. As ſome readers may not have 


ſeen the lines recited by Mr. COURTENAY, we here adjoin them: 


6 


In Oxford once, againſt o 
I met two Knights, Dolben and Hill?! 
The firſt he was a moſt profane one, 
The next a rigid: puritaniang, > | 
Who hang'd bs wicked cat un Monday, | 
Becauſe the catch'd a mouſe on Sunday. 


Wet now add 4 THe HIBERNIAN DREAM: The an i lich it was 
9 muſt apologize for the ſtyle of the e 
4 


In days of yore thereliv'd a man, e, 
Pab C was his name,” © OL 
He took unto himſelf a wife, mY n 72: 4.45 £1 

A comely virtuous dame. 


A 


Not many moons were paſt and | one 
 _ Eve Madam pregnant prov'd;” 
And during all her teeming months 
Hler mind was greatly mov'd: 65 


Vea, ſtrange to tell! both man and wife 
I The ſelfeſame night did dream, +: 15 
That ſhe a prodigy would bring, 
Of wit in the extreme, Te 


But when the hour of travail came; 
That Nature's pains brought on, 
She labour'd long, and labour'd mv, 

Ere ſhe produce d a ſon :. 


As Maſter grew in years, the hopes 
They Mam and Dad did riſe 3 ns | and TI Orkxt 
They mark'd JAcxk's pretty words a ways, «> 
Ho ſprightly and how wiſe! 0 Bu . 


Now grown to man's eſtate; we leave-- * * 
Our Hero for a While 
But ſoon purſue the tale again, 
| AH make you weep or ſmile. 


| (My Muſe but ſtops in her career, 
Pl o take a moment's breath: 
| Hard-hearted Poet, who would ride 
Old PRG ASUS to death. My 
Yor, IT. 
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e ſaid, 
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+2 * 


Jack” g reputation now for wit, 


So Hniſh'd and complete, 


Within St. Stephen” s facred walls * 


Obtain'd-for Pack a feat, 


| f 25 Here“ ! acht Mtended he fhould mine,” 


But ah, good lack and well-a-day! | FF 


> the bleſt dream full, 
By hurling Satire's pointed darts, 
With more than human Kill. 


: Now day by day he beata hiv/braind, - : 


And bottles up his wit, 


What's cork'd on Sunday at his Won {8 


On Monday flies at PITT ＋. 


* > 


In that iMi-fated hour, 


What from the veſſel iſſues out, Me . 
4 IS frothy, ſtale, or ſour. * 170 r 2 


And if at Veh 1 frifte' be rais'd 


(Poor C——'s only boon}, 
ln Ar to his wretched j jo , 
pity the buffoon. 


| Oh! had that vile and eur foro} 


Of PURITANIC HILL |, 
Which on a Sabbath da l "tis ſaid, | 
An harmleſs niouſe kill, 


But ſeiz'd mouſe c At his birth, Tine 4 101 
juſt from the mountain ſprun 


No cord ſhould then have Vi bor piſs, | 
But fame her h rung. | 


MORAL. 


Lats learn, from:thix.dad ale, 


On dreams ne er to depend, 


Nor raiſe their expedlations high . 


Before they know the enchz 


7 : q 
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Mr. C having raiſed a hearty laugh by'this ſu poſed 
this Pill ee in wy word Os to — a 


"gloom 


* The preſent Heuſe of Commons was once durChotel 6 of st. stephen. 

+ One Pier was the Miniſter of State in thoſe days. 

+ Mr. C. muſt have been widely miſtaken welmg. he m 
BARNABY as the Author of the Lines he quoted, unleſs indee 


| was much more drunk than uſual when he wrote them; for 


joned pRUNKPN 


4 poo introduces 4 


BARNABY 


uritanical Knight, as hanging his KY icked Cat full half a century before the name 


of Puritan was ever heard i. 
, ee began her reign 


than to ſu 
be more 


in truth and reality the 
aware of the Ga EAT 


poſe BAN AZ Sa le bad Hiſtoriap 


ich was not. till ſome years after Quzs) 
commenced An. 1558. Rather, however, 
and Chronologiſt, will it not 


© ritable to believe, that. the Verſes att Sbuted to him by Mr. C. were 


roduction of ſome low Hibernian Bard, who was not 
vir which ſtood in his, way when he made a Puritan 


guilty of Cat Murder, long before he was conceived. in his mother's womb. 


M5 5 
—_— 4 


6 e — Haſcitur ridiculus mus! * 


, Ang to the poor mother's hard labour after her ple ns dream: 


But 


E SF 28 , RO IRENE 
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loom over mens minds by ſeeing themſelves amenable to ſuch 
ſevere penalties and puniſhments as were never deemed neceſ- 


fary in the profligate days of Charles II. in in to enforce a 


proper ee Nc of the Lord's day; and, as he was convin- 


ced that the people of this country in general, paid every decent 


attention to ite the negleCt of whith would be ſufficiently pu- 
decided vote againſt its being read a ſecond time, | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, from the arguments 
which had been uſed, and the attent | | 
ive the different clauſes in the Bill, he did not think ſuch a 
Bill ought to be paſſed into a law, On the other hand, as had 
been juſtly obſerved by an Hon. Gentleman, it appeared that 
ſome amerdment of the exiſting law upon the ſubject was 
neceſſary, z he faw therefore no reaſon why the Bill ſhould 
not be allowed to go to a Committee, where it would be 
fully and more properly debated. ' Gentlemen who voted for its 


being committed, would not be at all bound to yore for it 


a of even for its being reported. 
re 

ciple of the ill in all its parts, The law as it ſtood was, he 
thought, perfectly adequate to enforce every obſervance of the 
Lord's day, which was at all neceſſary, The Act of Charles 
II. impoſed a fine already on perfons purchaſing even neceffar 
proviſions on Sunday; and to add to that the penalties of fines 
and impriſonment, for ſuch a thing, would be abominable. 
Standing as it did, in point of „ine, the magiſtrates too fre- 
quently ſaw the cruelty, not to ſay the injuſtice of it. He 
himſelf had, in many inſtances, been highly pained by it in 
the execution of his duty. Many excellent obſervations had 
been made by Gentlemen, on the extreme hardſhip on the 
poor induſtrious labourer, who, not receiving his week's 
wages till yery late, was not able to go to market before Sunday 
morning. It would really be ſhocking to humanity to ſubject 
ſuch people to pains and penalties; even a fine, as the law now 
ſtood, was in his mind in ſuch circumſtances too fevere. He 
begged leave to mention a particular caſe—*® A butcher, with- 
in the limits of his magiſtracy, had wiſhed to preſerve the ut- 
moſt decency and decorum, with reſpect to the appearance of 
his ſhop on a Sunday morning, and for that purpoſe always 
kept his window-ſhutters quite cloſed, only for the ſake of air 
and light had a ſmall portion, or ſquare, at the top of the 

But warning take by C——"s lot, 15 
Inrhom, alas! we trace 


No marks of all our golden hopes | 
. 


* 


5 Except a brazen face. | 
S mhutters 


niſhed by the laws in being on that head he ſhould give his 


, and the attention he had been able to 


derman Newnham was altogether againſt the prin- 
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ſhutters open. One Sunday morning an informer prowling 
about for prey, ſaw a poor man go into his ſhop door, which 
was immediately ſhut again; upon which he got a pair of 
ſteps before the window, mounted up, and ſaw the butcher cut 
off and fell to this poor creature a piece of his family dinner on 
that day. The next day he ſummoned the butcher before him, 
in order to obtain the fine which is already provided by the 
law,” The Alderman ſaid, he thought it a hard caſe, and 
ſettled it as well as he could, and he could, by no means, there. 


fore, give his conſent to an extenſion of that fine, much leſs ty 


the puniſhment of impriſonment. | 
It had been admitted by Gentlemen, that the Bill was ſa 


worded at preſent, that it ought not to paſs into a law, but that 
it ought to be ſuffered to go to a Committee. He could ſee 


no reaſon for this, If the Gentlemen who brought it in really 


thought ſuch a Bill neceſſary (which he did not), let them 


bring in another Bill ſo worded as to deſerve the ſerious confi, 


_ deration and attention of the Houſe, Why ſuffer it to go into 


a Committee ? Thoſe who brought in Bills ought to take care 
and word them in ſuch a manner as that the Committee ſhould 
have only to conſider their purport and tenour; he never con- 
ceived that it was the buſineſs of a Committee to attend to the 
aCtual drawing up of the Bill, which ſeemed to be required in 
the preſent 18} 1 Let therefore a new Bill be brought in, 
and not waſte the time of a Committee in attending to ſuch « 
nonſenſical farrago as the preſent Bill appeared to be. For 
| mould give his vote that the Bill be read a 

ſecond time this day fix months. _ I te» 
The Maſter of the Rolls ſaid, the preſent queſtion was a very 
ſhort one—Was there any neceſſity 5 any further enforcement 
of the proper obſervance of the Lord's day, or was there not? 


He thought there was, and though he by no means approved 
of the Bill under conſideration as it ſtood at prefent, nor 


deemed it adviſeable to ſubje& perſons to the penalties con- 


tained in this Bill, he was {till for letting it go into a Com- 
' mittee, where it would at leaſt have a full and fair hearing. 


Lord William Ruffell oppoſed the Bill being read a ſecond 


time. His Lordſtup ſaid, he ſaw no reafon for further provi- 
ſions to enforce the obſervance of the Lord's day, than thoſe 
_ which the law had already provided. On the contrary, much 
' miſchief might ariſe from paſſing ſuch a Bill as the preſent 


into a law. It would tend greatly to revive thoſe religions 


diſtinctions which had.given-great uneafineſs to the people in 


former times. It would alfo give Wa dra to a more 
extenſive exertion of the infamous talents of a ſet of men who 
had given much alarm and vexation to the people in modern 


7 


* 
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times: He meant ſpies and informers. If ſuch an Act were 


to par thoſe peſts to the comfort and happineſs of focial life. 
an 


the freedom of the community at large, would be let looſe: 
upon the Public like beaſts of prey, and would haraſs and ter- 
rify the people. from the wide ſcope given them for the abo- 
minable exerciſe of private pique and perſonal malevolence. 
The middle claſs of people had ſurely as much right to uſe their 
_ waggons, which were neceſſary, as thoſe of a higher rank had 
to roll about in their coaches. ' The Lord's day was in general 
zs well kept in this country as it was neceſſary, and where it 
was not ſo in any particular inſtance, his Lordſhip: thought the 
laws already in being fully adequate to enforce all that was 
proper and neceſſary in that behalt. Ern 


* 


Mr. Dent ſpoke a few words expreſſive of ſimilar ſenti- 
ments. eee n SMES „ {5x 
Mr. Faliffe ſaid, that the principle of this Bill was againſt 
the doctrine of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, as expreſſed 
by himſelf to the Phariſees according to the 24th, 25th, and 
26th verſes of St. Mark, chapter the 2d, and his ſubſequent 
declaration “ that the Sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is lord of 
/ ²⅛ ů..... SiulenoPooids oro away 
Colonel Cawthorne oppoſed the Bill's going to a Committee. 
He ſaid there were numerous bodies of men in this country 
who were obliged to work on a Sunday, and muft ſtill continue 
to work on that day, for inſtance ' thoſe employed in glaſs- 
houſes, collieries, &c. where the fires muſt be kept in, or the 
works would be at a ſtand, and in conſequence be ruined. 
Were thefe men to be ſubjected to fines and impriſonment for 
what could not be avoided? He hoped nor. e had acted as a 
magiſtrate for many years in a very extenſive diſtrict of a large 
county, and he had always found that the laws already in 
force were fully adequate to the re of commanding a 
proper and decent obſervance of the Lord's day. He would 
therefore vote againſt the ſecond reading of the Bill. 
Sir N. Dolben contended, that, notwithſtanding all that had 


| paſſed, he had heard no argument which went againſt the prin- | 


ciple of the Bill, and therefore it ought to go to a Committee. 

Having been alluded to by name in a thing called a prophecy. 
he ſhould only obſetve thereon, that, as to coupling his name 
with that of Hill, he did not wiſh to be placed in more re- 


ſpectable company: With regard to the fat, however, of his 


name having ever been in fuch prophecy, he believed he was in 
the ſame predicament as a Gentleman fqme-years ago had put 
the celebrated Milton. This Gentleman had choſen to write 
rte A eee e 
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an elaborate eſſuy, to prove that Milton was a. plagiariſt, and 
for that purpoſe quoted ſeveral paſſages of Milton, which he 


ſaid were taken from other authors. On this eſſay being at- 
tentively inveſtigated, it was found that all the paſſages allerted 


to be imitations and plagiaries were the author's own. fabri- 


„ lah bo nope Song te Sao... 
Mr. Courtenayroſe to explain. He ſaid the Hon. Baronet had 


had read to be of hig own making ; if the Hon, Baronet had any 


doubt upon the ſubject, he would tell him the very book from 
which he took it, which was Drunken Barnaby's Travels.“ 


Sir Richard Hill faid, that whether he were or were not the 


perſon marked out by the facętious Gentleman (Mr. Courtenay) 
was not a matter at all worth his inquiry the queſtion before 


the Houſe was, whether or no the Bill ould be read a ſecond 


time: On this queſtion he was ready to contefs, that though 
he highly approved of the pringiple of the Bill, and thought 


that ſome additional laws for the better obſervation of the 


Sabbath were*exceedingly, wanting, yet he very much diſap- 


roved of the ſevere pains and penalties which were to be in- 
icted on delinquents by the preſent Bill. He ſaw nothing, 


however, ſo objectionable as might not be remedied when the 
Bill went into a Committee, for which he ſhould certainly vote. 
However lightly the obſervation of the Sabbath might be ei- 


teemed by too many in the preſent day, yet one who was a 
mining ornament both to the law. and to religion in the time 
he lived, via, Sir Matthew Hale, tells us in his Contemplations, 


in a letter written to his ſons, that he had made it a remark 


during many years, that in proportion as he had kept the 
Lord's day holy, he had been more n in his 


affairs all the feſt of the week. Sir Richard ſaid, he did not 
doubt but the obſervation of that great and good man would 
by many be deemed the mere conceit of fanaticiſm and enthu- 
ſiaſm, but he was far from thinking the worſe. of bags on that 

account, An Hon Gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Joliſfe) 
had been quoting ſcripture, but whilſt he had been quoting it, 


- OUr Db Saviour Alnrmed 


man conſider on what oceaſion 1 
that ve war Lord of the Sabbath, and that the, Sabbath bar made 
for man, hut net man for the Sabbath 2; At vag to fhew us that 


works of neceſſity and of mercy, were lawyful tp be performed 


on the Sabbath day; but the munen 
0 


n made no diſtinc- 
tion between pulling au ox or an aſs out of. 


a pit on the Sab - 


— 


bath day, and driving them into it. An Hon. Gentleman who 
began this debate (Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor) had ſaid, that 


_ though he ſhould oppoſe the preſent Bill, yet he was by no 
means an advocate for the profanation of the Sabbath, and al- 
* 88 1 Ways 
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ways attended on divine--worſhip on that day. Sir Richard 
_ obſerved that Michael and his Angelt had aforetime fucceſsfully 
fought againſt Satan's kingdom, and he hoped the ſame ſpirit 
would influence Michael Angelo on the preſent oecaſion. He 


ſhould 2 ſay any thing which might at all be thought 


ludicrous on the ſubject in agitation, and he did not mean to do 
ſo in the alluſion he had juſt made. He ſhould only add, that 
he truſted'the Bill would be permitted to go into a Commitiee. 
Mr. Martin profeſſed, that from the parts of the Bill he 
had attended to, he did not think he ſhould vote for the paſſing 
of it; nevertheleſs, d er. of juſtice, and that it might not 
| be loſt without a fair he 
committed. 


* 


Ide queſtiom being loudly called for, a divifion took place— 


* - — „ 


r 


idle and diſorderly perſons for the ſervice of his Majeſty's navy, 

was read Aa Tecond time, and ordered to be committed on 

| Monda 2 TED CF 1 # 
The Hou 


journed. 


© HOUSE OF LORDS. |» 

05 96, GRUNT 1 Fnipar, March 27. e 
The Royal nge was given by commiſion e eight public 
and eight private Bills. The Commiſhoners were the Lord 
Chancellor, the Duke of Portland, and Earl of Mansfield. 
The Order of the Day being read for ſummoning their 
Lordſhips to take into conſideration his Majeſty's Meſſage, which 
was brou 
Tord Grenville moved an Addrefs to his Majeſty, thanking 
him for his gracious communication, and'exprefling the deter- 
mination of their Lordſhips to concur in making à ſuitable 
proviſion for the extraordinary expences that e be incurred 
in the proſecution of the preſent juſt and necef 
to take fuch other meaſures as the exigencies of the times might 


require. | F 3 
Type Earl ef Laudrrdule defited" their Lordfhips, before they 
voted the Addreſs, to conſider for a moment what they were 
about to * e to—a matter of no leſs magnitude 
_ and extent than'an unlimited vote of credit, for any fum 
- which miniſters choſe to expend; and afterwards to call upvn 


Parliament 


The Bill to enable the magiſtrates to apprehend and take up | 


alter tranſacting ſome private buſineſs, ad- 


t down the preceding day, the Meſſage was read, and 


aring, he ſhould vote for its being 


— 


ary war, and 
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Parliament to make good. He was as ready as any one of 
their Lordſiups to ſhew his loyalty, and make a grateſul an- 


ſwer to his Majeſty's gracious meſſage; but he could not con- 
ſent to let ſuch an Addreſs as the Noble Secretary had moved 
for, go ſorth to the world, as the inſtantaneous reply of that 
Houſe, without calling their Lordſhips attention to the ſitua- 


tion in which they now ſtood in reſpect to all ſuch votes of 


unlimited credit, from that in which they had been guardedly 


placed by the Act of the-5th and 6th of King William, repealed 


by the ſtatute of 1793. By a clauſe of the Act of King Wil. 
lam, the Bank was reſtrained by penalties, if they ſhould ad- 
vance any money to his Majeſty in anticipation of his revenues, 


without the conſent previouſly obtained of both Houſes of 
Parliament; under that cautious ſtatute, the two Houſes 


might concur in Fiving their ſanction to a vote of eredit for 
any ſum; becauſe they were well aſſured, miniſters had it not 


in their power to abuſe it; as the Bank were in fact prohibited 


from advancing the money, they might concur if they were 
called upon to advance it on the anticipation of the revenues ef 
the kingdom: The Act of 1793 removed the difficulty and 
obſtacle ſo wiſely provided by the provident care of our an- 
cedſtors, and left the Bank unreſtrained as to the exerciſe of 
their confidence and diſcretion; they might therefore now 
venture, with pretty good aſſurance of being repaid, to advance 
any ſums that the Lords of the Treaſury might require. ; 
Such being the caſe, as the law ſtood, it behoved their 
Lordſhips to look with more than ordinary warineſs at every 
means reſorted to by miniſters, to perſuade them to pledge 
themſelves to unlimited votes of credit. The meſſage came 
forward under extraordinary circumſtances, circumſtances that 
upon the firſt bluſh gave riſe to ſuſpicion. + Their Lordſhip: 
knew that a negotiation had been fox ſome time going on with 
the Emperor with reſpect to the loan, the conditions of which 
this country was to guarantee, In the mean time, large ſums, 
it was well known, had been advanced and were advancing, 


for the pay of the Emperor's troops by his Majeſty's miniſters. 


From the ſample we had already experienced of German faith, 
there was abundant cauſe to.be cautious to what extent they 
enabled miniſters to commit the national credit, and more eſ- 
pecially the credit of Parliament. The negotiation with the 
Emperor was not yet concluded, and perhaps the beſt method 
a0 bring it to a determination, one way or the other, would be 
to prevent the further advance of any money till it was aſcer- 
| tained, whether we were to conſider the Emperor in the enſuing 
campaign as our ally, or not. Was the Addreſs moved b ye 
b 3350 | e 


Noble Secretary of State likely to accelerate this effect? So far 
from it, the Emperor might draw bills upon the Britiſh Trea- 
ſury to any amount, his Majeſty's miniſters might accept 
them, and after the Emperor had derived all poſſible advantage 
from negotiating them, we might be obliged to pay them, 
and find to our coſt, when it was too late, that the Em- 
eror neither did act as our ally, nor afford us any aſſiſtance, 
although he had been able to praiſe on the credulity 
of his Majeſty's miniſters with ſucceſs, and obtain ſums 
to a large amount, the loſs of which we might lament, as 
we had done over recent loſſes of a ſimilar nature, without 
having it in our power to obtain any redreſs; and thus, inſtead 
of ſecuring any effential advantage, we ſhould only heighten 


and give additional force to the ridicule caſt on us by all Europe 


as the willing gulls of the Continental powers. | 

His Lordſhip reaſoned upon theſe grounds of objection to 
the Addreſs propoſed, with his ufual keenneſs and acerbity, 
and declared he thought it neceſſary, under ſuch circumſtances 


as the nation was placed in, and in a moment fo critical as the 


preſent, to impreſs as ſtrongly as pofhble on their Lordſhips 
minds the neceſſity of their being extremely cautious and mind- 


ful of the poſſible conſequences, when they gave their ſanc- 


tion to an unlimited vote of credit. n | 
Lord Grenville ſaid, the terms on which he had moved the 


Addreſs, were the ſame with thoſe adopted on ſimilar occafions 


before : He believed the practice of adopting ſuch tetms in 


reply to a meſſage from his Majeſty, ſimilar to that under 


their Lordſhips conſideration, had uniformly obtained, 
for at leaſt forty years laſt paſt; and he did not recollect an 
inſtance of their having been objected to. He did not think 


that the clauſe of the Act referred to by the Noble Earl, had 


any ſort of bearing upon the queſtion agitated. | He confeſſed 
he had only 
but as far as he could collect its import, from having curſorily 


run it over, his opinion was, that it had no relation whatever 
to the ſubje& under conſideration. The Noble Earl would 


further do well, to recollect that it was not the province of 
that Houſe to vote grants of ſupply to his Majeſty; its duty 
was, to judge and decide upon the extent and appropriation of 
grants of money voted by the Houſe of Commons, when ſuch 


extent and appropriation came before them in the ſhape of Bills. 
The Earl of Lauderdale roſe again, and returned to the 


charge. He read that paſſage of his Majeſty's Meſſage, which 
calls for & any ſums which the exigency of the times may re- 
quire :” Thoſe words, he contended, might bear out an inter- 
pretation.of an unlimited extent of ſum; and under them 

Vo“. II. „ on f money 
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looked to it ſince the Noble Earl mentioned it; 
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money to any amount nee by bills of exchange 
on the Lords of the Treaſury, and by them made payable at 
the Bank; becauſe, under the guarantee of Parliament, the 
Bank would feel themſelves E ſecure. His Lordſhip 
repeated his argument on the effect of the Act of King 
William, which the Bill of 1793, he ſaid, had rendered null 
and void. e ORIEL JT | 

De Earl of Caernarven obſerved, that the Noble Eat! 
| (Lauderdale) argument was founded on the ſippgſition that the 
vote of credit now in queſtion ſtood in a different predicament 
from former votes of credit, inaſmuch as the Act of 1793 had 
ſince changed our ſituation with reſpect to votes of credit, by 


repealing a clauſe of the 5th and 6th of King William, which | 


n the Noble Earl) impoſed penalties on the Bank, 
if they ſhould advance to his Majeſty any money in anticipa- 
tion of his revenues, &c.z by which repeal the Bank is now, 
according to his ſtatement, authoriſed to advance ſuch ſums of 
money as the Treaſury may require; and may, without fear of 
| 8 negotiate foreign bills of exchange for the Trea- 
fury to any amount; and a bill of credit, following this repeal, 
will put the purſe of the nation into the hands of Government. 
Lord Caernarvon ſaid, that this opinion of the Noble Earl 
(Lauderdale) aroſe, as he conceived, from a miſconception of 
the intent and operation of the two ſtatutes, both of that of 
King William, and chat part of the Act of the 33d of the 

ing, repealing the clauſe of King William. The clauſe of 
King William was intended to prevent the Bank of England 
(then firſt incorporated) from facilitating the alienation and 
anticipation of the crown lands and revenues; which the King 
at that time had the power, and was in the practice, of alien- 
ating and anticipating, to great public detriment: This clauſe 
Had its effect and uſeful operation in its time, but was rendered 


uſeleſs by the Act of the iſt of Queen Anne, which diſarmed 


its efficacy, by taking away its object; namely, the power of 
the Crown to alienate; and anticipate-the revenues, which the 
© Clauſe was intended to controul. The Act of King William, 
however, ſtill neceſſarily remained on the Statute Book, and 
the clauſe rendered ineffectual remained unrepealed: It was 
no longer effectual to puniſh or prevent what could not be 


committed ſince the Act of Queen Anne; namely, the ad- 


vance of money for the purchaſe of crown lands, or in antici- 

pation of the revenues pledged by the Crown; becauſe the 
_ crown lands could no longer be ſold, nor the revenues pledged 
or alienated, without the concurrence of Parliament. At the 
time of the exiſtence of the Act of King William in its fulleſt 


force, I conceive, that the Bank might have negotiated = 
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bills of exchange, at the deſire of the "Treaſury, at their own 


riſe ; the offence being, to do ſb on a purchaſe or alienation of 
the revenues. After the Act of Queen Anne, and before the 
repeal of the Act of King William, as well as ſince, the Bank 


remained at liberty to negotiate bills'of exchange at their o Cn 


riſk. The penalties, however, of the Act of King William 
(which in formidable words denounced puniſhment on pecu- 
niary tranſactions between the Bank and the Treaſury) were 


alarming, though harmleſs; and contributed to embarraſs with 


fear, negotiations they were not intended to controul; and 
therefore were, by the late Act, very properly repealed. The 
words of the Act of King William, and of the 12 Act, 


will clearly prove this interpretation to be juſt. [The Earl 4 | 


Caernarvon read part of the Act.] The tranſactions whic 
were intended to be prevented, are clearly ſtated; and do not 
include any loan, but upon thoſe ſpecific recited ſecurities z 
and do not impede thoſe negotiations, which are cleared from 
the poſſible interpretation of the penalties by the repeal. The 
Noble Earl ſeems, by his geſture,” to think that the words, 
prohibiting loans or revenues now granted or _ to be 
granted, defeat the conſtruction put on the clauſe ; but ſurely 


* 


it muſt be clear, that it means loans on ſuch alienable revenues 


as they were then granted, or which ſhould be hereafter in the 
ſame manner granted: For it cannot be ſuppoſed to apply to 
any revenues ſpecifically appropriated, and which the Kin 
could not alienate z or to revenues hereafter to be e 
for the purpoſe of diſcharging loans made by the Bank to the 
King; for the very act would ſanction and confirm the loan 
it meant to diſcharge, and could not be intended to point the 
penalty to the thing it ſanctioned. The Noble Earl ſeems to 


counteract his own argument, by the extent of his obſerva- 


tion; for if the repeal operates, as he ſays, to give authority 
and ſanction to the Bank to ſupply the Treaſury with ſums 10 
any amount, he ought not to object to a vote of credit (not- 
withſtanding the great grants of the year) even for undefined 


ſervices: For a vote of credit, however unlimited in the words 


of an Addreſs, never comes from the Commons for our appro- 
bation, but limited to a ſpecific ſum; and the vote, ſo limited, 
will take away the unlimited effect imputed by the Noble Earl 
to the repeal of the clauſe of King William. And even if it 


remained unlimited (which a vote of credit never is), it could 


not extend that, which already has, according to its conſtruc- 
tion, no bounds. It appears to me clear, that neither imme 
diately before, nor ſince the repeal of the clauſe of the Act of 


King William, the Treaſury could pledge the faith of Parlia- 


ment or the revenues of the country to the Bank, or any tranſ- 
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action, without a vote of credit; and without a vote of credit, 
the Bank could have no ſecurity whatever for money it might 
advance upon its own riſk. And as I conceive no vote of 
credit is intended to be unlimited, nor will come from the 
Commons for our concurrence without limitation ſpecified, 
I feel no difficulty in concurring in the motion. 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe once more, and ſaid, it was hard 
enough for any man to be knocked down in argument, but it 
was much more hard for him to be made to knock down him- 
- welf; and the Noble Earl had endeavoured to make him com- 


mit that act of ſuicide, His Lordſhip then recapitulated every 
branch of his firſt argument, reſpecting the Act of the 5th and 


'Gth of King William, and the effect of the Act of 1793. He 
inſiſted upon it, that he had been correct in the reaſoning he 
had urged on the ſubject; and maintained, that if the Noble 
Earl was founded in what he had ſaid upon it, the Act of 
1793 was perfectly nugatory; as the clauſe of the ſtatute 
of King William, which was moſt material to the ſubject 
in diſcuſſion, had been rendered uſeleſs by the Ac of the iſt 
of Queen Anne, His Lordſhip adhered pertinaciouſly to his 
original ground; and would not admit that the words of the 
Meſſage were ſubject, in fair reaſoning, to any other conſtruc- 
tion than that he had put upon them, OS. | 

Lord Auckland reminded the Noble Earl, that the Addreſs 
was not in itſelf a pay act, but only preparatory to a 
legiſlative act; it was therefore premature and uſeleſs to rea- 


ſon upon it, as a pledge of the Houſe to future conſequences. 


Lord Grenville ſaid, the Noble Earls whole argument origi- 
nated in a palpable miſtake, He ſeemed to conſider the Ad- 
dreſs, as pledging the Houſe to an unlimited vote of credit 
whereas it did no fuch thing : It only afſured his Majeſty, in 
general terms, agreeable to the long-eſtabliſhed uſage and 


practice of Parliament on ſuch occaſions, that the Houſe would 


ſupport the war as its exigencies might require. The manner 
and extent of that ſupport, would reſt upon future conſideration 
and future circumſtances. In the interim, their Lordſhips 
opinions and conduct were fettered by no pledge whatever. 
The Duke of Norfolk could not, he ſaid, ſuffer the Addreſs 
to paſs without making à few obſervations on it; but he would 
only detain their Lordſhips a very few moments. They were 
called upon to give the:r ſanction to an Addreſs thanking his 
Majeſty for a Meſſage, by which he might diſpoſe of ſums of 


money to any unlimited amount;,—He would aſk his Majeſty's 


miniſters whether this would be the laſt vote that year which 


they ſhould be called on for, for extraordinaries of this nature, 


or when it was probable that it would have an end? 


. 
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The nuptials of a Royal Perſonage had been alluded to at 
the opening of the ſeſſion in the ſpeech from the Throne. 
That would require ſome proviſion; he defired to know how 
that matter ſtood, and whether the proviſion he had altuded 
to was included in the idea of the occafion for a further 


ſupply, conveyed to Parliament in the Meflage then under 
conſideration? 5 | "4 

Lord Grenville ſaid, it would be improper and highly in- 
decent for him to anticipate any determination of Parliament 
on a ſubject, reſpecting which he had not yet received any 
ſpecific commands from his Majeſty: — _. . 
Ihe queſtion was then put, and the Addreſs was agreed 


5 FRI DA, March 27. 


In a Committee of Supply, his Majeſtys Meſſage was 


De Chancellor of the Exchequer moved a reſolution, that a 
vote of credit of two millions five hundred thouſand pounds, 


be granted to his Majeſty, to defray the extraordinary ex- 


pences for the ſervice of the year 1795.—Agreed to. | 
The Houſe was reſumed, and the report ordered to be 
received on Monday, _ | S Fog 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the Bill 


granting an additional duty on Stamps. 


Mr. Alderman Curtis and Mr. Alderman Anderſon objected 


to the clauſe inereaſing the number of ſtamps, as likely to be 
attended with great inconvenience to their conſtituents, in 
the tranſactions of buſineſs: They at the ſame time expreſſed 
their willingneſs to contribute cheerfully to any burdens which 
it might be neceſſary to impoſe for the public ſervice. 


De Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that though he 


regretted any difficulty which the regulation might occaſion, 
yet it muſt be allowed to be equitable that the price of the 


lamp ſhould increaſe in proportion to the extent of the ſum; 
and though adding to the number of ſtamps might be attended 


with ſome inconvenience, he thought that as it formed a fair 
ſource of revenue, it ought to be ſubmitted to in the preſent 


inſtance.— The Bill went through the Committee, and was 


ordered to be reported. | os 
| The Speaker informed the Houſe that he had attended in 
the Houſe of Peers, where the royal aſſent had been given, 
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commiſſion, to the Acts for raiſing ſums by loans and Ex- 
equer bills, and to the different tax Bills. 
undas deſerred til Monday his motion for 
leave to bring in a Bill reſpecting the execution of Writs for 
the election of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 


Day being diſpoſed of, the Houſe 


Mr. William 


The other Orders of 
adjourned, | | 


HOUSE OF LORDS... 
| 85 MonDay, March 30. 55 
The Order of the Day, ſummoning the attendance of their 
Lordthips, being read. 1 
Ie Earl of Guildford ſaid, that he roſe at the moſt awful 
and critical period that had ever occurred in the hiſtory of 
the country—a period unfortunately diſtinguiſhed by unparal- 
leled calamities of war, and of conſequent diſtreſs to our 
atfairs at home and abroad. He roſe to call upon their Lord- 
ſhips to appoint a day to take into conſideration the ſtate of 
the nation; an object the moſt ſerious and important that 
could poſſibly engage their attention. It was to him matter 
of ſurpriſe, that ſuch a taſk ſhould have devolved upon him. 
He ſhould have expected that thoſe who were ſo ſanguine in 
their expectations as to the events of the war, and who had 
anticipated within fo ſhort a period, the ſubmiſſion, if not the 
 eonqueſt of France, would have been the firſt to move for 
an inquiry into the cauſes of the failure and diſappointments 
that. had taken place. Since, however, none of thoſe had 
come forward in order to aſcertain what were the circum» 
ftanccs which had occaſioned ſo dreadful a reverſe of their 
hopes, and had led the country into the ſituation of diſtreſs 
and danger in which it was now placed, he felt it incumbent 
upon him to call upon the Houſe to inſtitute the inquiry, 
and was confident his motion would meet with ſucceſs. H. 
was one of thoſe who had never, ſince the commencement 
of the war, been apt to flatter himſelf. with expectations 
In the miſconduct of miniſters- he had all 
along feen the ſource of many of the diſaſters which had 
But gloomy as, he confeſſed, his. proſpects, 


of its ſuccels. 


taken place- 


With regard to the war, always had been, the train of 
calamitous events which had recently been exhibited had 
far exceeded the moſt melancholy -and deſpondent of his 
ſpeculations.. So various and extenſive were the topics that 
the ſubject comprehended, he was ready to admit, it was in 
all probability too vaſt for his ability ro embrace. He would 
therefore only take a general view of the principal c 
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ances to which he wiſhed to call their Lordſhips attention. 


They were of ſuch a nature as to exceed any thing that had 


ever occurred, even in the moſt unfortunate ra of any former 
war. In laying his grounds for an inquiry, he ſhould chiefly 
call the attention of their Lordſhips to the preſent {tate of 
our allies, the conduct of Government towards neutral pow- 


ers, and the domeſtic fituation of the country. In order that 


what he had to ſay might fall under diſtinct heads, he ſhould 
arrange it under three claſſes, namely, what related to the 
political, the military, and the ,naval ſyſtem, which had been 
purſued by miniſters in the conduct of the war. On each of 
theſe heads he hoped to be able to convince their Lordſhips, 
that there was ſtrong and urgent ground of inquiry. And 
firſt as to the political ſyſtem which had been adopted by mi- 
niſters. The queſtion, of the juſtice or neceſſity of the war 
in its firſt origin, he did not mean to touch upon on the pre- 
ſent occaſion. What mult be obvious to every one was, that 


after our exertions for the defence of Holland were at an end, 


the object of the war had been left entirely vague and inde- 
termmate. | * | 755 8 

Miniſters ought, in his opinion, to have adopted one of 
two objects: Either they ought to have held out that the pre- 
ſent was a war for the reſtoration of the French monarchy, 
in which caſe they would have united the views, and con- 
centered the efforts of all the friends of royalty, or they 


ought to have declared that it was a war in order to curb the 


progreſs of French ambition, and confine them within their 
own territories. ' In either of theſe caſes. an advantage might 
have been derived to the country, with reſpect to the proſpect 
afforded of effecting a peace. Had the object of the war 
been profeſſed to be the reſtoration of the French monarchy, 
the emigrants and royaliſts would have flocked to our ſtand- 
ard, its abſurdity would long ſince have been perceived, and 
the people of this country would have been tired of profe- 
cuting ſo fruitleſs a conteſt. Had it, on the other hand, been 
declared that it was merely 'to curb French ambition, and 
confine them within their own limits, without any with on 
our part to interfere with their government; all Europe would 
have united with us cordially, from approving of the principle, 
and finding it their intereſt to ſupport it; and an opportunity” 
would have preſented itſelf for e pert when we 
were in poſſeſſion of fo many places on the French frontiers, 
and had acquired great part of their iſtands in the Welt In- 
dies. What had been the conduct of miniſters? They had 
avowed no preciſe object; they had adhered to no ſteady line 


tions 


of action. His Lordſhip: referred to the different deelara- 
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tions which had been made by our foreign miniſters, and the 
leaders of our forces by fea and land, as contraſted. with the 


conduct which had been adopted in the profecution of the 
war. At the very moment that Lord Hood was engaging to 


fupport the Toulonneſe, in reſtoring Louis XVII. to the 


throne of his anceſtors, miniſters were bartering with the 


Corſicans, and prevailing. on them to withdraw their allegiance 


from their lawful Monarch, in order to transfer it to a foreign 
Sovereign. So that, at the very moment they were proſeſling 


to concur in the object of reſtoring Louis XVII. they were 
taking meaſures to dilapidate his dominions, and ſeduce his 
ſubjects from their fealty; the conſequence of which would 
have been, that if ever that Prince ſhould come to the throne, 
he would have found himſelf ſhut up within the kingdom of 


France, curtailed of all its other dependencies. If then we 


had abandoned all thoſe chimerical ideas of marching to Paris, 
and had made good our footing in the South of France, we 


could have been of much greater ſervice to the common 


cauſe, than by tranſporting troops to Flanders and Germany. 


Upon what principle was the different conduct purſued in 


theſe two caſes to be reconciled ? and what could be the ef- 


fects of this duplicity of conduct, but to inſpire all true 


loyaliſts with diſguſt and abhorrence, and render them even 
as averſe to the ſucceſs of thoſe pretended friends of monarchy, 
as to the uſurpation of their republican rulers ? | 

The Earl next proceeded to examine the conduct of mi- 


niſters towards the neutral powers, which he affirmed had 
been calculated to ſtain the character, and lower the dignity 
of the nation in the eyes of Europe. It had neither 8 


en 
marked by that ſenſe of honour, or thoſe maxims of juſtice, 
which ought to regulate the proceedings of a great people 
in their tranſactions with other ſtates. Had the confining 
of the French republic within its own territories been bonn 
de the intention of the allies, every thing conciliatory with 
reſpect to the neutral powers fhould have been done: If Italy 
and Naples had been ſecured to us as neutral powers, inſtead 
of bullying them into the war, our conduct would have been 
much more laudable, and more profitable to ourſelves; but as 


the ſyſtem of the French ſeemed to be to drive all into a ſtate 


of perfect equality, ſo on the other hand ours was to bully all 
other nations whom we were able to force into war and hoſti- 
lities; but inſtead of being able to compaſs our object, we 
found many ready to diſpute our principles. Miniſters ſeem 


to have proceeded upon that broad principle, which had been 
avowed by Sir Gilbert Elliot, in that extraordinary flight of 
fancy, which led him to aſſert, that our allies comprehended 


5 he 


— 


Maxci 30] WOODFALL'S PARLEAMENTARY REPORTS. 385 


the whole human race. The inſolence of the bravado had 
not, however, been. juſtified by the ſucceſs of the means 
which were employed to carry it into effect; the remonſtrance 
of Lord Robert Fitzgerald to the ſtates of Switzerland, had 
only the effect to produce a calm and dignified anſwer from 
that republic. Even the petty ſtate of Genoa laughed at the 
high tone of thoſe menaces, which afterwards proved to be 
impotent. Their conduct towards Denmark and Sweden 
had been marked by the ſame infolence, and followed by the 
{ame effects. All theſe powers, and the Duke of Tuſcany 
had lately added himſelf to the number, had ſhewn what mi- 
niſters affected not to believe, that the French were fully 
capable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of peace and 
amity with other nations. We had wiſdom enough to make 
proper and timely- conceſſions to the republic of America: 
He here adverted to our conduct in the back ſettlements, and 
our readineſs to provoke hoſtilities. e | | 
He next proceeded to remark upon the different treaties 
into which miniſters had entered with the allies ; treaties 
which had only proved to be uſeleſs and expenſive. In all of 
them he found the condition, that this country was not to 
make peace till each of our allies ſhould be reſtored to the 
poſſeſſion of their territories; a condition which might operate 
as a material obſtacle to any negotiation, and perhaps ſcarcely 
be got over without a ſeeming breach of faith. What, he 
aſked, was the advantage we had derived from thoſe treaties 2 
Would the Emperor have been leſs ftrenuoufly diſpoſed to 
ſight in defence of his own dominions in the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands ? Could the King of Pruſſia poſſibly have aiforded 
us lefs aſſiſtance though we had not entered into the treaty of 


1793, or the ſubſequent ſubſidiary treaty ? Could the Stadt- | 
holder have been more unfortunate even though we had al- 


lowed the Dutch peaceably to ſubmit to the free navigation 
of the Scheldt, and not forced them to take part with us in 
the war? Spain and Sardinia were both previouſly engaged 
in the war, and it was nor neceſſary that we ſhould form new 
engagements in order to ſecure their co-operation. Might 
we not have referved to ourſelves to have afforded them that 
degree of aſſiſtance which we might find expedient, without 
pledging ourſelves to terms which might be tound inconveni- 


ent in their ſubſequent operation, and muſt neceſſarily cramp . 


any future treaty for peace? One ally we had of a peculiar 
deicription, who might indeed be truly ſaid: to have afforded 
us that ſort of aſſiſtance, which an ingenious friend of his in 
the other Houſe of Parliament, now in his Majeſty's Councils, 
had defcribed by ſaying that ſhe had carried on a negative war 
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with France; he meant the Empreſs of Ruſſia, who, though 
ſhe affected more zeal in the caule of royalty than any of the 
confederate powers, had hitherto done nothing to co-operate 
with their arms. She had taken another way to promote the 
interelts of regular governments. With her, liberty and re- 
bellion were ſynonymous terms, and an effort to recover 
freedom was a ſubſtantial proof of being democratic ; ſhe 
might probably think that by her devaſtations in Poland and 
cruſhing the brave Koſciuſko, the champion and ſupport of 
freedom in his own country, ſhe had done more to benefit 
the common cauſe than by reducing a province, or ſubduing 

an army, of the French. £ | 
Lord Guildford, having diſmiſſed this part of his ſubject, 
took a view of the military conduct of the war. The uni- 
form train of diſaſters which had taken place in the operations 
of the different campaigns appeared to him to furniſh of 
themſelves a ſufficient ground of inquiry. If they did not 
afford decifive evidence of miſcondutt on the part of miniſters, 
they were at leaft fully ſufficient to juſtify ſuſpicion. It 
. would be tedious to detail all their blunders ; he would there- 
fore only mention a few of the moſt itriking. What had 
taken place at the ſiege of Dunkirk? a fubje& which called 
loudly for inveſtigation, but, which had never yet been ex- 
plained. He next adverted to the proceedings at Toulon, 
and in the Mediterranean, which, in his opinion, equally 
called for diſcuſſion. He aſked, why ſo large a force had 
been retained on the inſignificant ſpot of Corſica, to the 
detriment of our exertions in the Weſt Indies and other parts 
of the globe? From the want of a ſufficient force in one 
quarter, the acquiſitions which we had made in the French 
Weſt India iſlands had again been wreſted from us, and he 
wiſhed that even our own poſſeſſions might be ſafe. How 
could miniſters explain the cireumſtance of ſo large a force 
having been ſuffered to remain inactive at Southampton, 
where a gallant Commander, of whoſe military talents he 
had the higheſt opinion, and whoſe profeſhonal {kill highly 
fitted him for active ſervice, had been employed only in drill 
ing the new corps? A circumſtance ſtill more remarkable 
than all was, that ſeveral regiments deſtined for the ſervice 
of the colonies, had been ſuffered to remain for months 1n 
the tranſports, and to pine away with diſeaſe and ſickneſs. 
Whether this had taken place from the neglect of the Board 
of Admiralty, or the Board of Ordnance, in equipping and 
victualling the tranſports ;z or, as he rather ſuſpected, in con- 
ſequence of ſome diſagreement in the Cabinet; he ſhould not 
take upon him to determine. Whatever might be the _ 
| | „tie 


A ſtill more melancholy object of conſideration was the ſitua- 


the Rhine, and had gradually been ſuffered to periſn in uſe- 


leſs conflicts, till their numbers were now. diminiſhed and 


reduced from thirty thouſand to between ſeven and eight thou- 


ſand. Flanders has been the grave of many of our men, and 


its fields have been drenched with ſome of our beſt blood. 
The only hope that remained in their preſent fituation was, 
that the miſerable remnant of our army might yet be able to 


return to this country. He mentioned a letter which had. 


been received from the army, in which the ſoldiers were de- 
ſcribed as without clothes, without proviſion, without pay. 
It had been ſtated that the ſick and wounded had Tuffered 
greatly from the want of proper medicines and conveyance, 
and even when brought to a place of ſecurity, from a defi- 


ciency of common accommodations. Theſe were facts too 
melancholy to be dwelt upon, facts which called for the moſt 


rigorous inveſtigation; and if in the reſult they ſhould be 
found to be true, no blame could be too great for the neglect 
or miſconduct from which they had proceeded. - 
corps, inſtead of increaſing old regiments, and other remarks 
on the army, took a view. of the naval ſervice of the war; 
the moſt material object of conſideration to this country, be- 
cauſe deſervedly the moſt popular and favourite ſervice in the 
regard of Britons. The fame neglect and failure which ap- 
peared in the other branches of the ſervice, were not leſs 
diſcernible in this. He particularly remarked the culpable 
deficiency of convoy, and the number of captures, which 
had exceeded the calculation of any former war. He knew 
that theſe captures had been aſcribed to the increaſe of our 
commerce z but this argument was refuted by the high rates 
of inſurance. In conſequence of the increaſed number of 
ſhipping, undoubtedly more might be liable to be taken, but 
the riſk did not become greater to a ſingle ſhip. His Lord- 
ſhip mentioned the loſſes the merchants had ſuffered ſrom the 
detention of veſſels, from the want of convoy for ſuch a 
length of time, that the profit was entirely ſwallowed up. 
His Lordſhip took a general view of the different rates of 
inſurance to the different ports to which we trade at preſent, 
and thence drew a concluſion of the ruin of our commerce. 
The rates of inſurance were ſo high in ſome places, that they 
actually operated as a total embargo upon trade. Notwith- 
ſtanding that we engaged in the war with a navy ſo greatly 
5 3D 2 | _ ſuperior 
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the fact was ſuch as called for the moſt ſerious inveſtigation. 


tion of our brave countrymen on the continent, who had 
been driven ſrom the walls of Landrecy to the extremities of 


Lord Guildford, after objecting to the mode of raiſing new 


—— re — 


flame it, and call it into action? 


| place in Ir 
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ſuperior to that of France, the French fleet had been ſuffered 


to parade in our channel without oppoſition or annoyance, to 


the infinite injury of our commerce, While ſo many of our 


_ veſſels had been captured, and our ſeamen carried into French 
priſons, which ſwarmed at this time with Englifh ſailors, the 


two moſt tmportant convoys of the enemy had been permitted 
ſaſely to reach their deſtined ports. In every inſtance, in 


__ which Britiſh commanders and ſeamen had been engaged, they 


had ſhewn, by their {kill and their gallantry, that no blame 
whatever could attach to them, and that the fault muſt entirely 
reſt with thoſe who had the chief direction and diſtribution of 


the naval force. Theſe, the Earl ſaid, were ſome of the 


leading facts to which he wiſhed to call the attention of their 
Lordſhips, and which he conſidered as conſtituting proper 
grounds of inquiry. Indeed, wherever we turned our view 
there appeared nothing but actual diſgrace and impending 
calamity. What, he would aſk, was the ſtate of our reſources 
and our proſpects? We had already expended at leaſt ſeventy 
millions in the conteſt, and loſt 50,000 men; and what de- 
zendence could we have upon our allies? The treaſury of the 

mperor-was exhauſted, and we had no reaſon to think that 
of his Spaniſh Majeſty in a better condition. One ally we had 


_ decidedly loſt, and we had reaſon to fear that the reſources of 


Holland might in future be employed againſt us. Any afliſt- 
ance from Ruſha was extremely precarious, and we had no 
hope of being able to carry on the war, except at the expence 
of the wealth, the commerce, and the manufactures of this 
country. The demand for Britiſh commodities muſt conſider- 
ably decreaſe in conſequence of the ports of Holland being ſhut 


_ againſt us; thus, if we continued the- war, we had only the 


proſpeCt of diminiſhed reſources and accumulating burdens. 


The ſtate of population was, the Earl ſaid, another object of 
ſerious attention; already in the courſe of the preſent conteſt 


50,000. men had been loſt to the national force, and at what a 
moment would miniſters be obliged to impoſe freſh burdens 
upon the people? At a period when they had libelled their at- | 


tachment to the conſtitution, when they had repreſented them 


as actuated by a miſchievous ſpirit, and had thought proper to 
ſuſpend their freedom, and to reftrit their communication 


with aliens. What meaſures had miniſters taken to allay the 
diſcontent, if any ſuch exiſted, in the minds of the people! 


Had they taken any that were likely to prove ſucceſsful? Had 
not, on the other hand, their conduct been calculated to in- 
At length his Lordſhip alluded to what had lately taken 
eland, and to the palpable evidence which er 
3 88 | | | . cen 
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been given of the miſconduct of miniſters. In that quarter 
| miniſters had no commanders to divide with them the reſpon- 


ſibility 3 Nil præfectus, nihil cohors, nihil turma deſiumpfit. The 


blame muſt entirely reſt betwixt Earl Fitzwilliam and the Ca- 
binet in this country. As a man, he might have his partialityz 
but, as a Lord of Parliament, it was of no conſequence to him 


where the blame ſhonld be found to attach. It was not the 


queſtion, whether Earl Fitzwilliam had acted raſhly, precipitate- 
ly, and, if fo, fooliſhly and wickedly, by holding out to the Ca- 
tholics terms which he was not authoriſed to grant; or whether 


he had been deluded by his new friends, and abandoned by his 


old connections. With a view to inquiry it was of no con- 


ſequence whether he had lent himſelf as the inftrument of - 


their deluſion, or had been the dupe and victim of their per- 


fidy, The fact was certain, that miſconduct had taken place, 


which might in its. conſequences be extremely hurtful, and 


which called for public reprobation on its authors and who 


was the author and cauſe of that miſconduct was equally mat- 
ter of indifference to Great Britain and to Ireland. He did 
not apprehend that fort of danger of which others were appre- 


henſive; he was not afraid of riot and inſurrection in Ireland 


he truſted to the good ſenſe of the people of that country to 
avert any ſuch effects: But he was aware of the importance 
of that kingdom, in every point of view, to Great Britain. It 
had furniſhed not leſs than a third of the men for the ſervice of 
the preſent war; and he feared that the effect of ſuch treat- 
ment might be to alienate the affections of the Iriſh from this 
country, and prevent them from affording it aſſiſtance in future. 
Having ſtrongly animadverted on this topic, his Lordſhip 
complimented Boſſy d' Anglas on his ſenſible ſpeech in the 
Convention, in which he ſaid “ the Engliſh ſhew their energy 


by concealing their loſſes;“ and declared he ſhould no longer 


_ detain the attention of the Houſe. He would only remark, 


that upon a reference to their journals, their Lordſhips would 


find that motions for inquiry had often been made on occa- 
hons much leſs important than the preſent, and had never in 
any inftance been refuſed. The preſent was the moſt critical 
and momentous period which had ever occurred, and loudly 


called for an inveſtigation of the preſent ſtate, and the future 


reſources of the country. Whatever might be the reſult of 
that inveſtigation, whether to adviſe or to punith the ſervants of 
the Executive Government, whether to perſiſt in the vigorous 
proſecution of the war, or to adopt ſteps with a view to nego- 
tiation, he ſhould not pretend to anticipate z but he truſted at 
leaſt, that their Lordſhips, both from a ſenſe of duty and a 
regard for the intereſts of the empire, would not decline the 
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inquiry which he propoſed to them to inſtitute. What he had 


more to ſay he would wave until their Lordſhips went into à 


Committee, when, he ſaid, remedies would be yet found; but 
whether theſe would be to puniſh miniſters for their miſcon- 
duct or to proſecute the war with vigour, would be his buſineſs 


then to ſhew. He would therefore move their Lordſhips, 
« That this Houſe do reſolve itfelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe to examine into the {tate of the nation.“ 


The Earl of Suffolk ſaid, that though he was conſcious he 


was not equally qualified to addreſs their Lordſhips with thoſe 
who were in the habit of public ſpeaking, he had not been in- 
attentive to the commencement of the war, the mode in which 
it had been carried on, and the conſequences which had re- 


ſulted from it; and he could not avoid coming forward in con- 
ſequence of the calamitous ſtate of the country. With regard 


to the military operations of the war, he certainly agreed with 
the Noble Earl that they had been attended with a ſeries of ill 
facceſs ; but when he allowed this, he muſt at the ſame time 


give his decided opinion, that better or braver exertions never 


Had been made in any war, than his Majeſty's forces had ſhewn 
upon every occaſion in the preſent, He therefore thought that 


the blame that could be laid any where in conſequence of the 
univerſal failure in all that had been attempted, muſt be with 


thoſe who eonducted his Majeſty's councils, and had formed 


plans which, had they been wiſe and proper, would have been 


exccuted with that ſpirit, readineſs, and bravery, which had ſo 


particularly diſtinguiſhed the behaviour of the Britiſh ſoldiers 
and officers, wherever an opportunity had occurred of ſigna- 


hzing themſelves. His opinion was, that we ought to deſiſt 
from a continental war, or, if we mult carry it on, let us with- 
draw the Britiſh troops, ſubſidize the Emperor of Germany 


liberally, ſor which he muſt give not a nominal but an efficient 


ſupport, and then let us confine our exertions to our naval 


ſtrength, defenſive war, and the internal ſecurity of the coun- 


try. What had already happened he thought was ſufficient to 
induce them to foilow this advice. When Noble Lords talked 


of the ſucceſſes of France in different quarters, as conqueſts 
which her power and reſources made inevitable, he could not 
agree with them either in their premiſes or their concluſions ;. 


he ſaw no ſuch power in France, nor any reaſon to dread it. 
Holland certainly could not be conſidered as a conqueſt; force 


had not been neceſſary to attach her to France; on the contrary, 
the great majority of the people were previouſly diſpoſed to favour 
French principles, and adopt the French form of government; 
and where that was the caſe, it could not be called a conqueſt. 
He ſaid, if it was not irregular, he would read part of a ſpeech 
| e deelivered 
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delivered in another place by a great perſon. in whoſe opinion 
he perfectly coincided, reſpecting the continuance of the pre- 
ſent war. | 5 Ve | 45 

[Here the Noble Earl read from one of Mr. Fox's ſpeeches, 
early in the ſeſſion, his opinion about withdrawing the Britiſh 
troops from the Continent ; and if it was found neceſſary to 

perſiſt in continental war, we might ſubſidize Germany, but 
inf on having efficient aid from that power.] . 

His Lordſhip admitted the dangerous eriſis of the moment, 
and laid, it called for the moſt vigorous exertion. Under ſuch 
circumſtances every man muſt cheerfully contribute to the 
public expence z for his part, he declared, he would readily give 
up one half of his fortune to ſecure the reſt, and fo, he doubted 
not, wou!d every one of their Lordſhips. gs 

The Earl urged the neceſlity of preparation for the internal 

defence of the kingdom, and declared he had been diſappointed 
in not finding that proper meaſures were taken for that purpoſe. 
It was a matter that ought to be attended to without delay, 
and not be leſt to be ſettled in a moment of attack and danger. 

Three armies would at leaſt be requiſite for this object, one 
for the proteCtion of our great dock-yards of Portſmouth and 
Plymouth, and a third to be ſtationed in the centre of the 

kingdom, ready to march wherever an attack was made; pro- 
per carriages capable of carrying ten or twelve men, ſo that 
the armies might move on the ſudden without fatigue or delay, 
ſhould be built immediately. Having fully explained his ideas 
upon this plan, his Lordſhip recommended the appointment 
of a military Committee, to inquire into the paſt conduct of 
the war, and the beſt means of carrying it on in future, if it 
muſt be continued. He ſaid he wiihed the Committee to 
conſiſt of nine in number; and when he mentioned names that 
were ſo much and juſtly eſteemed by the country, and in the 
confidence of miniſters, he could not think that any objection 
would be made, He then named the Duke of York, Marquis 
Cornwallis, his own relation Lord Howard, Lord Ton- 
ſend, Lord Amherſt, Lord Moira, Sir William Howe, Sir 
George Howard, Sir William Fawcet, Sir Charles Grey, and 
one or two moese. . 

Lord Grenville ſaid, that, repugnant as it was to his diſpo- 
ſition to trouble the Houſe with details involving points which 

| had been often diſcuſſed; he could not, with juſt regard to his 
ſituation, as a Member of that Adminiſtration which had been 

lo often and ſo pointedly alluded to by the Noble Earl who 

made the- motion, give a filent vote. He would, however, 

Promiſe the Houſe, not to detain them very loug ; for although 

the ſpeech with which the Noble Earl had prefaced his mo- 
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tion, contained much to do credit to the abilities and eloquence 


of the Noble Mover, it was deficient in one reſpect— it wanted 
at lcaſt the grace of novelty. Not one point of importance 
could he obſerve in it that had not been reiteratedly diſcuſſed, 
und as often deciſively determined by a large majority of their 
Lordſhips, one only excepted,; and as that point was entirely 
new, he felt it to be his duty to take it up firſt, and combat 
the inferences which the Noble Lord had endeavourd to draw 
from it. The Houle, he was ſure, would run before him, in 
concluding that the point he alluded ro was the preſent ſtate 


of the ſiſter kingdom, which the Noble Mover had deſcribed 


as being (and had called upon miniſters to acknowledge it) in 
a ſtate of great irritation and danger. He ſincerely regretted, 
and dr conſideration their Lordſhips, he was perſuaded, mult all 
regret, that the ſubject had been introduced at all in that Houſe: 
Confident he was, that if that irritation or that danger which 
the Noble Lord had tated, did really exiſt in Ireland, or was 
to be apprehended—all the valuable intereſts of this country 
required, and every true friend of it muſt decide, that they 
ſhould not be met with public diſcuſſion ; ſince there was no- 
thing more obvious to common ſenſe, nothing more undenia- 
ble in fact, than that public diſcuſſion would produce nothing 
but increaſed irritation, additional dangers, and 'inconveni- 
ences incalculable. The Houſe, therefore, would acquit him 
of neglecting his, duty, or abandoning the queſtion, though he 
declined the diſcuſſion of it at preſent, On the various points 
urged by the Noble Lord on that topic, he would therefore be 
filent 3 and content himſelf with aſſerting, and pledging him- 
felf when requilite, to prove—that whatever irritation, danger, 
or convulſion might happen, if any ſuch ſhould occur, no 
part whatſoever of it could be attributed to his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters on this fide of the water. Their Lordſhips would ſee 
that it was a matter of great delicacy to bring into diſcuſſion in 
that Houſe the buſineſs of another country, which had an in- 
dependent Legiſlature of its own; and it was with, proportion- 
ate reluctance he ſaid even what he had. He would therefore 


leave it, and apply to the other general points on which the | 


Noble Earl had founded his demand for an inquiry. 


His Lordſhip ſaid, the grounds on which the Noble Mover 


chiefly built his arguments were merely hypothetical preſump- 
tions of the ill {ſucceſs of the allies in the war, and of the diſli- 
gulty of our ſituation ; both ſaid to. have arifen, either from 
miſconduct in the adminiſtration of affairs, or from ſome 
radical defect in the ſyſtem of our Government. He hoped 

their Lordſhips would not refuſe him their belief, when he de- 
clared that he would be among the laſt men in the 3 + 
| | 1 | Iimimin 
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diminiſh or extenuate to their view the real ſtat? of the coun- 


try; more particularly if, as the Noble Lord who made the 


motion aſſerted, that ſtate was marked with the menacing fea- 


tures of immediate danger and approaching ruin. On the 
contrary, if their Lordſhips ſhould appear to be inſenſible to 
ſuch a fituation, if it exiſted ; he would be one of the firſt to 


rouſe them to a due ſenſe of it to hold up the picture in its 


true point of view, and urge them to look it full in the face. 
Such as the ſtate of the country was, he was deſirous that it 
ſhould be fully conſidered, and amply diſcuſſed 3. but in that 
conſideration and diſcuſſion he relied on their Lordſhips wits 
dom and prudence z their oi judgment would lead them to 
avoid extremes, and to ſee it in a juſt and diſpaſſionate point 


of view, without ſuffering aggravated ſtatements, groundleſs 
preſumptions, and unfounded hypotheſes, to warp their judg- 


ments, or induce them to look at the ſubje& in a light not 
warranted by facts. i eee Tio 

With regard to the reſult of the war, hitherto he infiſted 
that there was not even prima facie preſumption of its being 
unſucceſsful or ruinous in any degree on the part of Great 
Britain : He relied upon it, on the contrary, that it was ſuc- 
ceſsful and proſperous z and that ſtated as relating to England 
only againſt France, all the ill ſucceſs was on the part of the 
enemy. [A cry of Hear him! hear him! ] © Noble Lords 


(continued Lord Grenville) who chuſe to refuſe their aſſent 


to this poſition, may do ſo at a proper time, and deny or argue 
it away; but they will do it with more advantage to them- 
ſelves, and more juſtice to me, to hear my argumem before 


they attempt to controvert it.” He then repeated his aſſertion, 


that the war, as between England and the enemy, was certainly 
incceſsful z and called upon the Houſe, in deciding upon that 
point, to look to thoſe parts of it which immediately applied 
to England individually—to look to the naval war—to look to 
the war as carried on in the colonies. Had we not been uni- 
formly ſucceſsful at ſea, and ſucceſsful in the Eaſt. and Weſt 
Indies? Were any of our ports, he demanded, blocked up? 
or was our commerce deſtroyed? Could that be ſaid to be 
the caſe with France? were none of her ports blocked up by 
our fleets ? was her commerce not almoſt utterly deſtroyed ? 
Look to the Mediterranean: Was it our fleet, or that of the 
enemy, that rode triumphant in that ſea ? was not our naval ſu- 
periority in that quarter undiſputed and were not the conſe- 
quences adequate to that ſuperiority ? did not Toulon yield to 
the impoſing force of our arms? and though we could not 
retain it, did not the taking of it give an irrecoverable cruſh 
to the navy of France, and enable us to cripple the marine, 
| Vo“. II. 5 9 N 85 and 
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and deſtroy the chief arſenal of the enemy? Was not the Bri. 


| tiſh fleet even then riding at the mouth of Toulon, inſulting 


that port, and intercepting its little remains of commerce — 
and did the French dare to come out, or hazard an engage. 
ment to ſave that commerce? Was not Corſica alſo 
taken, and now in our poſſeſſion? The anſwers to thoſe 
queſtions were obvious, and were concluſive in point to his 


aſſertion. | | 


In the Channel Hear! hear! from all parts of the Houſe)— 
in the Channel (continued Lord Grenville) the ſuperiority of 


our fleet to that of the enemy is acknowledged—of that their 


Lordſhips had proofs, fortunately of ſo cogent and irreſiſtible 
a kind, as were not to be encountered by either aſſertion or 
argument—they had the internal evidences of their own recol- 
lection—for ſurely the memory of the brilliant engagement 
and glorious victory of the iſt of June was not yet ſo far ob- 
literated, nor had the impreſſions it had made on every pa- 
triotic boſom in that Houſe and in the country, ſo faded away, 
as to leave their Lordſhips ſuſceptible of a contrary impreſſion, 
even from the reſpectable authority of the Noble Mover's aſ- 
ſertions. He was aware that every puiſne advantage had been 
taken of the occaſional returns of Lord Howe into port, as 
well by Noble Lords in argument, as by the enemy in fallies 


from their ports; but he would put it to the candour of the 


Houle, whether any poſſible ſuperiority that one great naval 
power might be ſuppoſed to have over another great naval 
power (for France had always a very conſiderable navy), could 
enable that ſuperior power to keep the ſea continually, with- 
out any interval for repair, any opportunity for recruiting, or 
getting refreſhment. It was only on the return of our fleet to 
port, that the French fleet would venture to ſea, one occaſion 
only excepted—when, having a convoy returning from Ame- 
rica to France, on which the very phyſical exiſtence of the 


people and their army depended, they found it expedient to 


hazard an engagement rather than loſe the convoy; and the 
reſult was ſuch as might be expected the convoy was faved, 
but the fleet, and in a degree the whole navy of France, paid 
the price of the convoy—encircled the brows of the Britiſh 
officers and ſeamen with freſh laurels, and bore teſtimony 


never to be controverted, to the truth of his poſition, that the | 


war on our part individually had been not only ſucceſsful, but 
triumphant, in all quarters of the globe. ; 
His Lordſhip proceeded next to conſider the Noble Earl's 
argument reſpecting our commerce, on the ſufferings of which 
the Noble Lord, he obſerved, had laid great ſtreſs: He con- 
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cumſtance which he regretted as much as any one, and indeed 


it muſt be matter of deep regret to all; but ſtill a great allow- 
ance ſhould be made for the ſituation in which we ſtood with 


France, who, in point of fact, having little or no commerce, 


her views in the war were neceſſarily different from ours, and 


her objects leſs general, and conſequently. more attainable. 
The little commerce ſhe poſſeſſed was abandoned by her, while 
we were obliged to ſend large ſquadrons and fleets to protect 
our convoys and cover our trade, ſcattered as it was over the 


whole face of the globe. It was no wonder then that our 


commerce ſhould ſuffer from the attacks of a whole navy, 
which had nothing to defend, and of courſe nothing to diſtract 
its attention from depredation and pillage : Was it not, how- 
ever, an undeniable fact, that when compelled to run for 
ſhelter into one of their ports not fitted for their reception, 
they were blocked up there, and choſe rather to run the hazard 
of bad harbours and other miſchiefs, than riſk the encounter- 
ing of a ſquadron of our ſhips? In the Eaſt Indies, his Lord- 
ſhip ſtated, we had made ourſelves maſters of all their poſſeſ- 
fons without exception; and in the Weſt Indies there was 


but one iſland the French could call theirs: But he had not 


yet heard it aſſerted by the boldeſt vaunters of French ſucceſſes 
that we had loſt an iſland, that we had a port blocked up, or 
that our fleets were in any inflance conſtrained to ſkulk from 
the enemy. hays | 


On the Continent, he admitted, the French had been greatly. 


ſucceſsful ; but that very circumſtance was an argument in 
fayour of the doctrine held by Adminiſtration, of the neceſſity 
of our interference, fince it was undeniably clear and indiſput- 
able, that had we not come forward in the war, and lent our 
powerful aſſiſtance to the allies, the inundation of armed furies 
which had broken through the barriers of their own territory, 
would, like the Goths and Vandals of old, have borne down all 
before them, perhaps ere this time have over-run all Europe, 
and turned the ſcale ſtill more againſt the intereſts of Great 
Britain, as well as of all the civilized world. What the event 


in that caſe would have been, it was impoſlible to tell diſtinctly 


—univerſal ruin; but to what extent who could aſcertain? 
Their Lordſhips would obſerve, that the ſyſtem of warfare on 
which we acted was that of diſtracting, as much as poſſible, 
the attention of the enemy, and thereby inducing her to divide 
ber forces. This ſyſtem was founded on common ſenſe, and 
experience came in aid of common ſenſe, to ſnew that conti- 
nental alliances, wiſe at all times, were particularly neceſſary 


at preſent, and that diverſion was the beſt mode of operation 
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that could, under ſuch circumſtances, have been purſued by the 
Britiſh forces. Sr ee Ur I LO 
His Lordſhip next adverted to the allegation of the Noble 


Earl who made the motion, that miniſters: ſhould have taken 


the alternative of two diſtinct objects, and made one or other 
the jut of the war. To encounter this, he would only remind 
the Houfs: how repeatedly it had been decided on full diſcuſſion 
and ample deliberation, thar this was a war cauſed by aggreſſion 
againſt us. Unleſs their Lordſhips then would depart from their 
own former manifold deciſions, ſupported by great majorities, 
thoſe deciſions mult be. conſidered to be concluſive. What 
became of the Noble Mover's arguments on that point ?—ln 
determining a war ſo commenced, we had no option in the 
choice of the object. Nothing could be our object but a ſecure, 
honourable, and permanent peace; and if their Lordſhips en- 
couraged metaphyſical arguments founded on hypothetical po- 
ſitions reſpecting it, and encouraged ſuch motions as had in 
the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion been made in that and the 
other Houſe of Parliament, they would only embarraſs Go- 
vernment, and the effect would be, the attainment of the object 
they muſt all anxiouſly with for would be proctaſtinated, and 
rendered more difficult and diſtant, | | N 
The charge urged againſt miniſters of miſconduct to neutral 
nations, next engaged his Lordſhip's notice; he confeſſed it 
was a ſubject delicate and difficult to diſcuſs. He could with 
all the boldneſs appropriate to truth aſſert, that the conduct of 
miniſters to thoſe nations had been uniform and conſiſtent. 
Tneir treatment of neutral powers had been governed by the 
ſame principle that had governed it in all wars, and was from 
its nature ſubject to the ſame in convenience. Fhey had acted as 
Great Britain had ever acted when at war with France. A great 
maritime power mult ever act as we had done when at war with 
a great maritime power. In a war which from its nature and origin 
in ti mately affected all governments, it was natural to endeavour 
to prevail on all nations o embark with them and join in a com- 
mon cu uſq agaiuſt an enemy, hoſe views went to the deſtruction 
oft H regular and eſtab iſhed government. It was their duty, 
when nations proſeſſed neutrality, to ſee that that neutrality 
wo. al, and not partial nor deceptive, and to compel them 


to act upon the true ſpirit and principles of neutrality as laid 


down by every writer of authority on the law of nations Ii, 


however, the Noble Lord had taken the pains to inform him- 1 


ſelf tutly on the ſubject, he would have found that there never 


happened a naval war without -difcuſhons of an embarraſſing 


nature, with ail the maritune nations, on the ſubject of 005 
25, | „ I 2 trams 


trality. As to the conceſſions aſſerted by the Noble Lord to 
have been made to America, he could hardly, with propriety, 
ſpeak of a treaty, which, though ſigned, was not yet ratified. 
When that was done, he undertook for himſelf and his colleagues, 
to ſhew that it was fraught with mutual honour and advantage 
to both countries, and he declared, that he ſhould always con- 
ſider the conduct of the gentlemen who carried on the nego- 
tiation on the part of America, as highly honourable to them, 
marked as it was by great temper, moderation, and good ſenſe, 
and rejoice in the reflection, that he had himſelf been the humble 


inſtrument of adjuſting a treaty ſo important, and fo fully 


fraught with advantages to both countries, 


Lord Grenville in this part of his ſpeech entered into a vin- 


dication of the meaſures of Adminiſtration touching our al- 
liances; and particularly alluded to a ſneer of the Noble Lord's, 
at an expreſſion of an Hon. Friend of his in another Houſe. 
The Noble Lord had obſerved, that the Empreſs of Ruſſia, one 
of our allies, might be ſaid to have carried on a negative war 
with France. Whatever uſe Noble Lords might make of that 
expreſſion, he placed an high value on the aſſiſtance had, and 


to be had from that power, particularly while a maritime war 


was the ſyſtem moſt approved for this country. Without 
therefore making any remark on the ſarcaſm intended, he 
would obſerve to the Houfe, that the Empreſs of Ruſſia had 
ſerved the confederacy effectually: She had ſhut her ports 
againſt the French, and thereby done them moſt material in- 


jury. If an alliance with the Empreſs had therefore been 


omitted on our part, and the French, in conſequence of that 
omiſſion, had been permitted to avail themſelves of the vaſt 


reſources for their navy and army to be drawn from the Ruſſian - 


empire, the Noble Lord who made the motion would probably 
_ have been the very perſon to have declaimed againſt the neglect 
of miniſters in that efſential point, and to have moved for an 
inquiry into their conduct. In anſwer, therefore, to all that 
had been faid of our ill ſucceſs, if we take the reſult 
either as a naval or colonial war, he would decidedly fay it 


had been advantageous to this country, and ſucceſsful in all 


quarters; and under ſuch cireum{tances, as to the queſtion, 
whether ought we to continue it or no, it had been already 
amply difcuſfed and ſolemnly decided by their Lordſhips and 
the other Houſe of Parliament. D 1 

Upon the ſubject of our finances, Lord Grenville declared, 
that when the Hon. Mover entertained the Houſe with a de- 


ſcription of the exhauſted ſtate of thoſe of Great Britain, he 


could hardly help believing but that the Noble Lord was talking of 
thoſe of France. The Noble Earl had exhibited a very gloomy 


this 


and diſguſting picture of every thing reſpecting the ſituation of 
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this country, but he had not given a true repreſentation of it; 
he had not taken the leaſt notice of our commercial proſperity, 
when compared with the preſent ſtate of France, and the 
_ wretched ſituation of her finances. He regretted much that 
the exigencies of the times required that any additional taxes or 
| burdens ſhould be laid upon the people; but when the neceſſity 
exiſted, it was ſome conſolation to him, and it muſt be ſome 
conſolation to their Lordſhips to know, that taxes had ſcarcely 
ever been found, which would preſs ſo lightly upon the people 
as thoſe of the preſent year. If there were, as had been ſug- 
geſted, any perſons diſpoſed to produce that ſort of confuſion 
in this country which had brought on the ruin of France, it 
was an. additional reafon for continuing the ſyſtem upon which 
this country had been acting, that they might not fall into the 
fame predicament as he deſcribed that country to be in—a 
miſerable people tyrannifed over by an enſlaved Convention. 
The Noble Earl, in the deſponding view he had taken of this 
country, had totally omitted to preſent the Houſe with a com- 
parative view of her enemy. Her commerce was annihilated; 
with reſpeCt to that and what he would further ſay upon the 


finances and interior ſtate of that country, he affured their 


Lordſhips, he ſpoke not from idle rumour, or from private 
communication, but from the documents of the Convention, 
from the reports of their Committees, from avowed papers, and 
from the beſt authority. The diſcount of her paper currency 
was from 80 to 83 per cent. by the preſent value of aſſignats in 
different parts. of France, which was, in fact, for every 20. 
or 171. borrowed, incurring a debt of 1ool. ſo that the money 
borrowed only amounted to one fifth of the debt incurred; the 
increaſe of their neceſſities would increaſe the iſſue of aſſignats, 
the increaſe of aſſignats would depreciate their value, and the 
daepreciation of their value would neceſſarily increaſe the na- 
tional debt, and finally exhauſt their reſources. A loan of 
_ Eighteen millions in this country had been thought by ſome to 
be a loan to an enormous amount; but what would they ſay of 
France, where, after a three years war, and; what was worſe, 

| five years of a revolutionary government, her expenditure in 
one month created a deficit o nearly twenty millions ? which 
was more than was required by the povernment of this country 
for a whole year. Let the ſituation of the finances of the two 
countries be fairly compared, and then let any man ſay if we 
have eauſe to deipond ; on the contrary, every, reaſonable in- 
dividual muſt agree, that we ought not to deſiſt from the war; 
but whatever difficulties might attend the proſecution. of it, the 
war having been juſtified by neceſſity in the beginning, it became 
the duty of the country to purſue it vigorouſly; and if their 


Lordſhips would but follow the conduct of France from the 
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commencement of their unprovoked ſyſtem of aggreſſion and 
injuſtice down to the preſent time, they muſt ſee that, without 
2 vigorous proſecution of the preſent war, there could be no 
hopes of obtaining a ſecure, honourable, and advantageous 
peace. His Lordſhip concluded a maſterly ſpeech, with de- 
claring, that for the reaſons he had ſtated he ſhould vote 
againſt the motion. | ; | | 
Die Harl of Darnley and the Marquis of Lanſdown roſe to- 
gether, but the former giving way, the Marquis of Lanſdown 
was heard, and began with obſerving, that for ſome years paſt 
the energy of Parliament appeared to have been greatly on the 
decline. This had been owing to a practice that had progreſ- 


fively obtained, which he lamented exceedingly, as it tended to 


lefſen the dignity by circumſcribing the functions of that and 


the other Houſe. Down to the year 1721, there was no in- 


{tance of miniſters refuſing copies of the inſtructions given to 
commanders, Generals or Admirals, or . an account of the 
_ diſpoſition of forces, if called for by either Houſe of Parlia- 
ment, and in ſhort every ſpecies of information not incom- 
patible with the ſafety of the ſtate, that could aſſiſt inquiry and 
promote the ends of juſtice. By degrees, however, a contrary 
practice gained ground, and the dignity of Parliament was 
proportionably impaired ; but the ſyſtem of denying all inform- 


ation was never carried to ſuch a length as by the preſent 


miniſters. Would their Lordſhips now ſhew that they con- 
ſidered themſelves as ſent thither merely to paſs turnpike bills, 


or to vote away the public money, as miniſters directed, with- 


out ever preſuming to inquire into the application of that 
money? Such was the decay of the energy of Parliament, that 


he feared it could never be recovered, but by ſome great and 


important renovation in the conſtitution of it, a renovation 
which he ſincerely wiſhed they might not have forced upon 
them in times of trouble and combuſtion. The Noble Lord 
who made the motion, had opened it ſo largely, and in ſuch a 
way, as to give every one of their Lordſhips an opportunity of 
voting for the Committee, although they might differ from the 
mover, as to the particular grounds of their vote, He was there- 
fore amazed to find that no better anſwer had yet been given to 
it. The Noble Earl had held out four ways for the inquiry to 
be applied and directed to the conduct of the war, the beſt 
mode of getting out of it, the political ſtate of the country at 
home and abroad, and the uſe to be made of it. The Noble 
Secretary of State had himſelf admitted, that many of the points 
were fit ſubjects of diſcuſſion, more etpecially the probability 
of ſucceſs in continuing the war. Laſt year, according to 
the Noble Secretary's then arguments, the war was all a con- 
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tinental war. The Noble Secretary had now taken new ground; 


he had ſeparated the war from continental alliances, and had 
told their Lordſhips, that it was particularly, and almoſt en. 


tirely, an Englith war. This was a diſtinction with reſpect 


to which it was important for their Lordſhips to inform them- 
ſelves, and that they could not do if they rejected inquiry. 
Was it conſidered as an Engliſh war, when we ſent an army 
to defend Holland ? Was it deemied an Englith war, when we 
joined the allies ? By the bye, our allics appeared to be allies 
only for the purpoſe of taking our money. The King of 


Prufha acted ſolely with a view to his own intereſts, as it 
was very natural to fuppoſe he would act. Phe army of 


Auſtria, even by Auſtrian accounts, was exhauſted, famithed, 
in want of every thing, and incapable of acting, but in as far 
as we ſhould furniſh pay. The Noble Secretary, the Marquis 
obſerved, had that day declared that he at length ſaw hopes of 
more ſubſtantial aid from Ruſſia than prayers and maniſeſtoes. 
Whence thoſe hopes originated he could not tell; but it was 


not wonderful that Ruſha ſhould begin to think of forming : 


more intimate connexions with Great Britain, when ſhe ſaw 
herſelf threateued with an alliance of almoſt all Europe againſt 


her, to oppoſe the exorbitant growth of her power and check 


her mordinate ambition. In fact, the liberty of Europe might 
be ſaid to depend upon the independence of Germany. Hence 
it had always been the ancient policy of France, to maintain 
that independence by ſupporting the weaker ſtates againſt the 
ftrong, But what was now the fituacion of Germany, ſur— 
rounded as it was, and hemmed in on all ſides, by the great 
powers of France, Auſtria, Ruſſia, and Pruſſia? France was 
{till diſpoſed to aſliſt in defending the independence of Ger- 
many; and it was an argument fitter for a company of porters 
than men fitting in a Cabinet, to maintain that this diſpofition 
in France was to be checked and counteracted, on account of 
rhe objections we might have to her internal government. 
Was it wiſe, was it the conduct of ſtateſmen, to endeavour to 


make France enter into the ſpirit of partition, and purchaſe the 


| tacit aſſent of other powers to the French making conqueſts, by 
conniving at the conqueſts of others? Pruſſia being a ſtate whole 
power depended on artificial means, it was to be expeCted, and 


perhaps to be juſtified, that the King of Pruſſia ſhould upon all 


occaſions think only of his own particular intereſts; that he 
ſhould avail himſelf of our money in purſuing thoſe intereſts, 
if we would idly inſiſt upon cramming it down his throat. As 
matters ſtood at preſent, Auſtria had the opportunity of ne- 
gotiating with France with us in her pocket. She could ſay 
to France, England is fo bent upon the proſecution of the 
| 8 1 5 5 1 Tt, Wal; 
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war, that from England I can when pleaſe have my own terms. 
What have you to offer as an equivalent for my renouncing the 
connexion with England?“ So that ultimately our allies would 
have got out of the war, and ſecured themſelves, and we ſhould 
have nothing to obtain but the leavings of every other power, 
or, what was ſtill worſe, we ſhould be left to contend againſt 
the coloſſal power of France alone. 4 51 
Much ſtreſs, the Marquis obſerved, had been laid upon gur 
ſucceſs in the naval part of the war, the increaſe of our trade, 
and the protection afforded to it. The fair criterion of this 
ſucceſs and this protection was that which the Noble Lord who 
made the motion had ſtated, the rate of inſurance. It was a 
fact not to be controverted, that ſo much had the credit of 
private underwriters been affected by loſſes, that merchants 
preferred giving ten per cent. to inſurance companies to giving 
{even to individual underwriters. It was a fact that twenty- 
five guineas premium had been refuſed for a voyage to Jamaica. 
Tor near eight months our trade to Bilboa, a trade doubly 
valuable, becauſe it took off our cloth, and returned us wool, 
had been totally at a ſtand. Were theſe ſubſtantial proofs of 
the ſucceſſes of our navy? Look at the North Seas; on Satur- 
day laſt the merchants had been more than ſeventy days with- 
out returns of correſpondence, which, under other circum- 
ſtances, might have been received in eight. In the Weſt 
Indies, Martinique, Guadaloupe, St. Lucia, had been taken 
by the ability and zeal of two gallant officers, over whoſe merit it 
was now thought proper to draw a veil, as if they had performed 
no ſervices at all, becauſe what they had had the zeal and 
abilities to take, miniſters had not the ſkill to defend. Of 
theſe Martinico alone remained. In St. Domingo we could 
not pretend to ſay that we had made any permanent conqueſt; 
the remnant of the few troops we had ſent thither were moſt 
probably before this time withdrawn. For the whole of the 
Weſt Indies 20,000 men would be required, and we had not 
6000 there at preſent. We were talking about ſending out 
infantry and cavalry; when they might be ſent he did not 
know; at the earlieſt they muſt ſail in April, and arrive at the 
places of their deſtination at a ſeaſon when they muſt fall ſa- 
ee to the climate, as thoſe who had gone before them had 
allen⸗ fl e im Tor; mr r 
With regard to our manufactures, if their Lordſhips ſhould 
think fit ta go into the inquiry, they would find that ſuch only 
of our manufactures had flouriſhed as were called for by the 
war and paid for with our own money, while all that uſed to 
be taken off by foreign trade were either. totally at a ſtand or 
lamentably declined. As our ſtill remaining manufactures 
Veiel TTT 


FI — 1 
dd 2 — * — — oy. ques ug wr, a * K * * . va . "RAS ak ** * 0 1 - > 28 ae BY — 
* — —-— — Cr n E N OR: 92 — Ln 4c nes . 5 
— — PE IOC — | - — — 5 a — e ntl = at oy 
l 8 NY "I Ved. ARTE NF TIA _ 1 — _ _ 3 . 1 1 _ A 
- . —— 8 W er * 5 A — . — OY . 44 4 EA Fw 2345-0 S rn Se DS 4 
2 n f 1 8 5 N = Sr * WP 4 3 
A 5 * 


— —— 
rr 
reren, 

— « 2. 
— EC 2 
M * 


r — b — — — 2 DDr 


DOS 
n 


E 1 — — E 
wo p LED CE Pee Yb ez ed 
£ 8 
— 
; 2 


2 


uy 
# 
RA ? 
1 
/ ) 
£2 
. 13" 
ir : 
> 
"4 
" 
49% 
} 
j 1 
XL 
93 
2 
* Fad 
G 1 
HE 
* 
133 
* 
1 
1 
* 
1 
13 
2 
4 
1 
— 
7” 
ö 
1 
12 
1 
1 
5 
— 2 
. 
4 * 4 
2 
1 2 
13 * 
4 
7 7 
— 9 — 
NH 7. 
1 
* 
3 
1 1 
y 7 * 
: T2 
8 
20 2 
9 
1 
F 
we 
41 
1 
— * [ 
r 
2 6.4 
of 7 
1 
1 
* * - 
„ 
4 
5. 
3 
25 
+ .. 
* 
N 
3 
B 
49 
d > 
„ 1 be. 
"1 
3 
1 7 
ES 
Sf > 
« i [4 
7 
27” 
* 125 
7 * * 
. 
1 
N 
* 4 
2 8 
35 . 4 
? p 
8 — 
i4 
+. 29) 
, 2 
4 ＋ 8 
1 
5 
x N 
. 
* 21 
F 
1 
„5 
2 
1 
"bk 
: ii 
4 44 
- l „ 
4 
* * 2 C 
Þ i 
+ 
1 * 
a 
Ge 
1 
1 
4 485 + | 
wane 19 
1 
17 5 17 I 
+ 1 4 
* a 4 
2y : | 
"3 : i 
1 : ' * 
* . * 
x MN 
Wa. * 1 
? l — 
; 0 1 * Ty 
A » 8 
8 13 
3 4 Fs 27 
. 78 
; 9 1 £1 
þ 75 þ 
N 2 
2 1 * 
P FT: oo 
5 1 
7 2 
if 
* 
by 4 4 
4 = 
" - 
'Y 5 
4 44 3 
q 
* 2 . 
* „ 
1 4 
* 
3 2 
1 * 
; 
5 * 
? 15 >; 
1 4 
448] 
* E i 
i x 18 
ag i 
: i 
G * 5% 
[: 287 1 - 1% 
7 : 2 
is 
i 5 » "2 
1 
. 1 
1 f 4 * 
7 4 Do 
"ue 72 
* F 
* 11 
E. 
4 + 
* 
= : £ 
. q = V 
1 . 
8 
f : 
N . 
N 
: a 
N 
e 1 
"4 7 2 
k 2 
. 2 
3 0 
N 74] 
s 5 x 
F * 
L 
ad 9 
* 


were ſupported only 1 war, ſo was much of our ſtill re. 
maining commerce. This country, in conſequence of the pe- 
- culiar circumſtances of the war, had become in a great degree 
the depot of commercial prayer which, on the reſtoration 
of peace, would quickly flow back to its former channels. The 
taxes of the year were proofs of the difficulties to which we 
were reduced. The taxes on wine, on tea, on ſpirits, could 
only be produCtive until the revival of ſmuggling, which ex. 
perienee had ſhewn increaſe of taxes on thoſe articles beyond 
a certain amount muſt always produce; and to check and put 
an end to ſmuggling, their Lordſhips all knew it had been the 
wiſe policy of preceding years to lower and reduce the taxes on 
the very articles now made the ſubject of additional impoſt. 
Miniſters however, he found, had new projects for carrying 
on the war. They were to invade France, not to co-operate 
with the royaliſts in La Vendee, for they were no more; but 
to aid the Chouans in Brittany. Shame upon ſuch a project, 
whoever entertained it. Who did not know that Brittany was 
the Wales of France ? Much better would it be to negotiate 
with France for the reſtoration of the emigrants, or, if that 
could not be, to give them half a million or a million of 
money, as we had given to the American loyaliſts ; not as 
rivals to France, but on principles of humanity and benevo- 
lence, as men to men. wp PEO ons! 
With reſpe& to Ireland, he profeſſed himſelf perfectly 
aſtoniſhed at the conduct of miniſters; it was ſuch as to invite 
an attack upon that country; and what was moſt extraordi- 
_ nary, they told their Lordſhips that the affairs of Ireland were 
too delicate to be mentioned, and that they were not even to 
be alluded to in Parliament. Did they imagine they could 
keep the affairs of Ireland a ſecret ? They were miſerably miſ- 
taken if they did. If he ſaw reaſon to apprehend a civil war, 
if he ſaw troops tranſporting ſrom place to place, and regi- 
ments changed for other regiments that were thought more to 
be depended upon to enforce the meaſures of Government; 
Was he not to inquire what were thoſe meaſures, and what the 
conduct or miſconduct which had produced a ſtate of things 
ſo alarming ? If there was any people in Europe more to be 
led and leſs to be driven than another, it was the people of 
Ireland; and he owned himſelf againſt ſending any force there 
to everce the people and compel obedience. He was old 
enough to have oppoſed in the Cabinet, the firſt meaſures, the 
ſending out the two regiments which led to the fatal neceſlty 
of force in America. Neither for England nor for Ireland was 
the ſyſtem of force better calculated than for America. That 
great miniſter, Sir Robert Walpole—a great miniſter he 1 


. 
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| and although educated with many prejudices againſt him, ever 
fince he had examined his character more particularly, he be- 
lieved an honeſt miniſter—preſcribed open, pacific, conciliating 


meaſures for Ireland, but never ſoldiers. It was impoſlible for 
Farl Fitzwilliam to have ated without inſtructions from mi- 
niſters, and therefore it was the more neceſſary that the nation 
ſhould know at whoſe door the blame of all the irritation and 
ill blood that had been excited on the other fide of St, George's 
Channel, ſhould be laid. He ſhould not have ſlept if he pad 
omitted calling their Lordſhips attention particularly to this 
moſt important ſubject. Of all the misfortunes of this ſuc- 
ceſsful war, as they were pleaſed to call it, the greateſt perhaps 
was, that miniſters always misjudged the character of t 

people with whom they had to deal. They had misjudged the 
character of the people of America, and imagined that they 
were to be bullied into ſubmiſhon by injury and inſult. The 
people of America were wiſe enough to ſee our folly, and mo- 


dcrate enough not to be ſo ready to take offence as we were to 


offer it. They knew that moderation and firmneſs muſt obtain 


the advantage over inconſiderate folly, and they were not de- 
ceived, He hoped the people of Ireland would imitate the ex- 
ample of the people of America, and not ſuffer themſelves to 


be irritated, convinced that the peeviſhneſs, paſſion, or pre- 


judice of any — muſt yield in the end to the temperate 
and united wiſhes of a nation. The Catholics of Ireland had 


ſhewn great wiſdom on many former occaſions ; and having, 
in part, reaped the fruits of it, they would not, he truſted, 
ſuffer it to forſake them on the preſent trying occaſion. Mi- 
niſters had misjudged the character of the people of France, 
and every plan founded on their conception of that character 


had failed; they had misjudged the character of the people of 


Holland, forced them into a war againſt their inclination, and 
Holland was Joſt. He much feared they were now likely to 
misjudge the character of the people of this country. | 

The Noble Earl who made the motion was well warranted 
in what he had ſaid of the ſpeech of Boiſſy d'Anglas. That 
ſpeech, as far as it could be conſidered as indicating the diſ- 


polition of France, invited to negotiation, as their Lordſhips 


would find from the following extract: —“ Some cruel and 
crafty politicians,” it ſaid, © would perſuade the nations of 
Europe, that we alone are inſenſible to the cries of ſuffering 
humanity ; that we alone thirſt for their blood; that no peace 
with us can be ſafe or honourable; that the continuation of 
the war is advantageous to them ; and finally, this abſurd con- 
tradiction, that on the one hand, our pride and our ambition 
are too formidable for us to be treated with, and, on the other, 
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that our efforts have too much exhauſted us, not to afford 
them hopes of certain ſucceſs, by continuing the conteſt.— 


We ought to convince all virtuous men, that we deteſted war 
without fearing it; that we are always ready to put a ſtop to 


its horrors, when a peace ſhall be offered to us, conſiſtent 
with our dignity, and capable of guaranteeing our fafety, 
We ought, at the ſame time, to advertize the people of all 
nations, that, ready to negotiate with franknets, we would 
not ſuffer our arms to be paralyzed, or our triumphs to be 
ſuſpended, by negotiations falſe or futile.” The Marquis 
faid, he would not trouble their Lordſhips with reading more 
of this ſpeech, which had been adopted by the Convention as 
their manifeſto ; but he wiſhed them to read it over and over, 
and he called upon miniſters to anſwer the contents of it, if 
they could. He would not run into the extravagance of ſup- 
poſing that the French felt none of the diſtreſſes of war, or 
that the people of France were not earneſtly deſirous of peace; 
he was far from ſaying that France was not diſtrefled ; ſhe cer- 
tainly was to a great degree, and anxiouſly defired peace; but it 
was idle to imagine that with all this defire of peace, the French 
would truckle for it in the hour of victory, or purchaſe it at 
the price of ſurrendering all- the conqueſts they had made, 
Americans lately come from Paris, it was ſaid, reported that 


_ the Abbe Syeyes had ventured to make a ſpeech againſt con- 


ueſts, and in favour of peace, which was ſo much applauded 
that he was very foon after elected into the Committee of 


Public Safety. Syeyes, although not a diplomatic man, nor 


a miniſter, was a man of high character for abilities, and his 
counſels were ſuppoſed to have had a great influence on the | 


o 


various events of the revolution; and this report, if true, 


= 


was no inconſiderable matter previous to the opening of a 


eampaign; the iſſue of which could not be good, and the 


evil of which no man could calculate. It remained to be 
ſeen when ſo many grounds for inquiry unfortunately exiſted, 
whether miniſters would make a new precedent, and refuſe 


granting inquiry, for no reaſon, but becauſe inquiry was 


neceſſary. Lo | | 
Lord Grenville roſe to explain. The Noble Marquis had 
not only miſtated what he had ſaid, but had abſolutely at- 
tributed to him a meaning directly oppoſite to that which 


he intended to convey. In no part of his ſpeech had he 


ſtated that this country had withdrawn itſelf from all concern 
in the war on the continent -unimportant as his ſentiments 


| ery he could not ſuffer ſuch an idea to be imputed to 
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and juſtice, with a view to the protection of property, 


the exiſtence of civil ſociety; it was in fact a defenfive war. 
Therefore he ſhould not vote for the motion of the Noble 
Farl; it was neceffary, however, that he ſhould ſtate his 
reaſons. On ſome grounds he could agree with th& Noble 
Tarl; in the firſt place he wiſhed, for the fake of ſome of 
his Majeſty's miniſters, that an inquiry was inſtituted. 


405 


De Duke of Richmond ſaid, that having been the perſon 
- who formerly brought forward a motion for a Committee to 
inquire into the ſtate of the nation, he felt himſelf called 
upon to ſtate his reaſons for oppoſing a ſimilar motion at pre- 
ſent, and the principles on which he proceeded. The war 
reſpecting which he moved to inquire was unjuſtifiable, un- 
neceflary, and in every ſenſe improper, Not ſo the preſent 
war, which had been commenced. on a juſt principle, a prin- 
 ciple of ſelf- defence. It was founded on grounds of neceſſity 


and 


It 


was the intereſt of the late firſt Lord of the Admiralty to 


wiſh it, becauſe, whenever an 1 29 7 ſhould take 28 it 


| | arl, far 
from deſerving the blame imputed to him, had been merito- 


would be found that the conduct of that Noble 


_ rious. The Noble Earl's character would rife higher from 


inquiry if it were ſet on foot. With regard to our ſucceſs, 


he could not agree that the war had been fortunate ; or 
it was now fortunate with reſpect to our naval exertions 


that 


and 


the colonies. It had ever been his opinion, that the leſs we 


had to do with continental connexions the better. Experience, 


however, had proved, that the exiſtence of Holland as a 
friend was eſſential to the intereſts of this country. At the 
end of laſt war, an able miniſter ſent to the Hague, had 
brought back Holland to the right line of politics. While 
Holland was our friend we could turn all our attention to 


the Weſtward. When Holland was our enemy it was ex- 
tremely difficult to provide ſufficiently for defence to the 
Eaſtward, and collect ſufficient force at the ſame time for 
the neceſſary operations to the Weſtward, This difficulty a 


late Noble relation of his (Lord Keppel) had felt, and 
ſerved great praiſe for overcoming it, when a fleet was to be 


de- 


ſent 


to the relief of Gibraltar, a circumſtance which their Lord- 
ſhips muſt all well remember. Holland, therefore, ought to 


have been preſerved if poſſible, and a force kept there 


but 


there was no occaſion for us to fee all the continental pow- 
ers. He had been prevented by ill health from attending, or 


he ſhould have oppoſed the motions for peace made at dif- 


ferent times in that Houſe, becauſe he thought they embar- 
raſſed Government, and did not accelerate their avowed object: 


But he would not have oppoſed a diſtinct motion againſt 
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tion of all our ſtores and even of the Britiſh arm 


bully America to be fruitleſs, they ha | 
ſurdity far —_— to perſevere in it. If we had been as ſuc- 
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connexions we had entered into for carrying on the war. 


Auſtria had actually abandoned us in the middle of the cam- 
paign; and it was a known fact, that the Auſtrian army 


would not delay its retreat a ſingle day, although tlie 13 

depended 
on it. If the war had been a naval war, we ſhould have 
ſtood upon high ground, and poſſeſſed great influence with 
every power in Europe. It might be ſaid, that our inter- 


ference on the continent had not impeded our naval exertions 


but this could not be ſtrictly true. Our attention had been 
diſtracted, and the immenſe tranſport ſervice alone had em- 


ployed a great number of our ſeamen, which might other- 


wiſe have manned ſhips of war. The object was now the 


defence of Great Britain, which was to be ſecured by aug- 


menting our navy, not by giving immenſe loans to Auſtria, 
The inclination of the French to make peace muſt appear in 


a leſs queſtionable ſhape than that of ſpeeches, before any 
reliance could be placed upon it. Much of the language held 
in that Houſe, ſerved only to encourage them to perſevere in 
the wars Had they yet made any overtures of peace, or 
was it ſafe to make peace with them while they were in poſ- 
ſe ſſion of the Netherlands and of Holland? As the inquiry 
could ſerve only to embarraſs the Executive Government, at 


a time when the moſt free and unembarraſſed exertion was 


neceſſary, he could not agree to it. 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid, if their Lordſhips ſhould negative 
the motion, they would be viewed by all Europe in 4 light in 
which the moſt factious reviler of the conſtitution would not 


dare to repreſent them. If there had not been error in the 


principles upon which the war was gone into, there muſt 
have been want of ability in the mode of conducting it. It 
was the duty of that Houſe, to diſcover the ſource of ſo many 


' miſcarriages, to teach miniſters to act better if they had been 


in error, or, if they were wilfully perverſe and incapable, to 


_ addreſs his Majeſty for their removal. He remarked on the 


conduct of our allies, and the conduct of miniſters towards 
neutral powers. They claimed great merit for the manner 
in which they had negotiated with America, although all 


they ſeemed entitled to was, that _— found the attempt to 
not carried their ab- 


ceſsful in the Mediterranean, if we had deſtroyed the naval 


force of the enemy to ſuch a degree as they repreſented, 
whence aroſe the unprecedented high price of inſurance ? It 
we had taken the French colonies in the Weſt Indies, why 
were we not able to keep them? On all theſe points, . 
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the neglect of the troops with reſpect to medical aſſiſtance, 
all ſurely very fit objects for their Lordſhips inquiry, the 
Noble Secretary of State had ſaid little, or rather he had an- 
ſwered nothing. He had attempted only to prove, that if 
things with us were bad, things with the French were worſe. 
The Noble Secretary admitted, however, that France was 
beginning to correct her errors. Would to God England 
would do ſo too! When the Noble Secretary ſaid that his 
Noble Friend who made the mction had adduced but one 
new argument, that every other topic of his ſpeech had been 
diſcuſſed over and over again, he expected that the Noble 
Secretary would have paſſed by the matter ſo repeatedly diſ- 
cuſſed, and anſwered very fully that which was new. How 
much was he diſappointed to hear the Noble Secretary paſs 
by that which he admitted to be new, without any anſwer 


whatever, and dwell at great length on what he ſtated to be 


old! Even the friends of miniſters, the Duke ſaid, ought 
to vote for the oy any as the ſureſt and moſt dignified means 
of wiping away the ſtains upon their character, the imputa- 


tions upon their conduct, if they were unfounded, and giving 


confidence to the Public in their future operations. If there 
were diſcontents at home; if there were ſuch ſeeds of diſ- 
affection as had been made the pretext for ſuſpending one of 
the moſt eſſential guards of the liberty of the ſubject, an 
honeſt inquiry into the cauſe of our difaſters was the moſt 
effectual means of cruſhing them. Let their Lordſhips prove 
that they were alive to the intereſts and the feelings of the 


people, and they would exert a much ſtronger engine for 


ſecuring internal peace than axes or ſcaffolds. He was going 
to draw the reverſe of the picture, but till the fatal hour 
ſhould arrive he wiſhed to draw a veil over it ; he wiſhed not 
even to ſuppoſe that their Lordſhips, through parrtiality to an 


ſet of miniſters, would ſhrink from their duty. For theſe 


reaſons, the Duke ſaid, he thought it impoſſible, on any 
ground of juſtice, equity, or prudence, to reject the motion 
of his Noble Friend.  — OE | SR 
Lord Hay { Earl of Kinnaul ) ſaid, he would be one of the 
firſt to join in ſuch a meaſure as that propoſed, if time and 
circumſtance rendered it proper; but both were againſt it. 
His Lordſhip argued in proof of this poſition, and with re- 
gard to Ireland, he ſajd he was ſorry it had been alluded to; 
it was in his mind an improper interference with the province 


of the Iriſh Parliament. | „ : It 
The Duke of Graſs ſaid, there was clearly a difference of 

opinion; and the fair concluſion from the different points of 

riew in which their Lordſhips ſaw the ſame things, was, mw | 
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403 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 
they ought to go into the inquiry, and inveſtigate who waz 
right and who was wrong. Under ſuch circumſtances there 
was no inſtance of refuſing an inquiry. It was the particular, 
nay the ſpecial duty of that Houſe to be ever watchfully at- 
tentive, that in the Executive Government there was neither 
delinquency nor want of ability. If, on the other hand, in 
times of diſaſter and calamity, they were to fit ſupine, they 
would betray their truſt. It was not difficult, although pain. 
ful, to prove that the ſtate of the country was at preſent ſuch 
as to call upon their Lordſhips for the moſt rigorous exerciſe 
of their inquiſitorial duty. What would be the opinion of 
the Public if they ſhould depart from the practice of their 
anceſtors? He implored their Lordſhips to conſider well the 
Importance of the motion, and ſeriouſly exhorted the Noble 
Secretary of State to confider well the conſequences of re- 
Jjecting it. If he was determined to oppoſe all inquiry, let 


him move an adjournment, if it were but for one day, that 


they might ſearch their Journals for precedents, and be able, 
if poÞble, to ſhew that they were not acting in expreſs con- 
tradiction to ancient uſage. | * 


Lord Sidney ſaid, that thoſe who ſupported the motion, 


ought, on their own principles, to have made a motion at an 


earlier period, the effect of which, if carried, would be to 


fuſpend the buſineſs of the Executive Government juſt befare 
the opening of a campaign, in which not only all Europe but 
all mankind was intereſted, He withed earneſtly for peace, 
but he muſt oppoſe the motion, as tending to weaken us in 
continuing the war, and not to ſtrengthen us in negotiation, 
Peace depended upon the French, and might be reſtored to 
Europe, whenever they thought fit to offer it upon ſafe and 
reaſonable terms. In the military hoſpitals, at the commence- 
ment of the war, there had been ſcandalous abuſes, but care 
Had been ſince taken to remove them. While his Lordſhip 
Was ſpeaking, ſome Noble Earl interrupted him by an obſerva- 
tion, on which he ſaid, nothing ſhould prevent his delivering 
his ſentiments, but if he was tęeazed and vexed beyond bear- 
ing, ſo as to loſe his patience, he ſhould ſay, that he believed 
not only that the motion ought not to be agreed to, but that 
no Noble Lord, who ſupported it, either expected it could 
pals, or thought it ought to pat. 
Te Earl f Manſield ſaid, he roſe at that late hour 0, 
ſpeak very ſhortly. The ſpeech of the Noble Earl certainly 
wanted the grace of novelty, as only one new topic had been 
adduced as an argument in favour of the motion, a topic 
ich he heard mentioned with peculiar regret ; and although 


the Noble Secretary of State had been reproached for PR 
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it by unanſwered, he muſt not only commend his diſcretion, 
but follow his example: The very. ſtatement of that topic 
was, that the people of Ireland would judge of it for them- 
{elves 3 to what end then would their Lordſhips diſcuſs a topic, 
of which others were to judge? He admitted it to be the duty 
of the Houſe to watch the conduct of the Executive Govern- 
ment; but in exerciſing that duty, their Lordſhips were to be 
guided, not by precedent, but by diſcretion. The ſole queſtion - 
for conſideration was, would going into a Committee of In- 
quiry contribute to the great end to which the Houſe was al - 
ready pledged ? Conliſtency in political matters. was a great 
virtue. Their Lordſhips had declared a vigorous proſecution of 
the war to be neceſſary; and was it befitting their wiſdom now 
to adopt a meaſure which would not only impede the vigorous 
piroſecutionof the war, but counteract negotiation, if negotiation 
were practicable, which he was ſure it was not at preſent? The 
Noble Lord who: made the motion, in ſtating the two modes 
of conducting the war, one or other of which miniſters 
ought to have adopted, forgot that the war was defenſive. 
His Lordſhip profeſſed. himſelf ſurprifed at what had been 
ſaid of continental alliances. 'I'hat argument was perfectly 
new to him, and therefore he muſt retract what he had ad- 
vanced, viz. that the Noble Earl's ſpeech: wanted the grace 
of novelty. Continental alliances had at all times been found 
uſeful to this country. The rule to be obſerved, with reſpect 
to ſtates calling themſelves neutral, was, that they were not 
to ſuffer the one of the belligerent powers to do that which 
they would not ſuffer the other to do. If a ſtate profeſſing 
| neutrality. were to allow one of the belligerent powers to 
march troops through its territory, the oppoſite party would 
have a right to do the ſame, otherwiſe the neutrality would 
not be real but ſictitious. His Lordſhip went over the uſual 
| grounds alledged in defence of the principles upon which the 
war has been undertaken. and conducted. He gave great 
| credit to Lord Grenville's calculations on the French finances, 
and obſerved: that Swift, in one of his pamphlets, written 
againſt the glorious war in the Queen's time, had ſaid that 
it had coſt ſeven millions, a ſum of which a Scotchman who 
had not travelled could ſorm no idea. He had travelled, and 
yet he found himſelf puzzled with the idea of a deficit in 
France of public revenue compared with public expenditure | 
of eighteen millions ſterling a month, and of a lottery of one 
hundred and ſixty millions. For the ſake of argument, how- 
ever, he would admit what he had never believed, and he ap- 
prehended never ſhould believe; he would ſuppoſe that the 
finances of France were flouriſhing, that the diſtreſſes of war 
Were not felt by the people, and that the vivida vis of their 
Vork =: 5 + repub · 
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republican principles ſurmounted every difficulty; all this 


would be only additional reaſon for increaſed vigour and ex. 


ertion on our part. He would prefer a direct motion for the 


removal of his Majeſty's preſent miniſters to this indirect 


mode of aiming at the ſame object. The removal from 
office of this or that ſet of men might be of little conſequence 
to a country, but there was infinite miſchief in a change of 


ſyſtem, and miſerable would be the condition of theſe king- 


doms if the conduct of affairs were committed to thoſe who 
ſaw no hope of fafety but in an immediate peace. 

Te Earl of Lauderdale began a ſpeech of conſiderable 
length, with expreſſing his ſurprife at what he had heard, 


and eſpecially at the mode taken to defeat the motion. When 


no precedent for refuſing ſuch an inquiry could be found, 

when the times were fach as to call for inquiry more impe- 
riouſly than at any former period, he did not believe that 
miniſters would have dared to meet it with a direct negative, 
The moſt he expected them to do was, to get rid of it by a 
motion to adjourn, Their mode of arguing was no leſs extra- 
ordinary. They talked of their ſucceſſes, when every man who 


recollected the conqueſts France had made, muſt treat ſuch 


vapouring with deriſion. Would they not be happy to drive 
back the French within their former limits, at the price of all 
their boaſted ſucceſſes? Did they even imagine that France 
would conſent to relinquiſhher conqueſts on condition of having 
every thing reſtored to her that ſhe had loſt ? Sir Gilbert Elliot 
ſaid, that our allies were the whole human race; the Secretary 
of State ſaid, that our wealth was the wealth of the world; and 
thus, according to them, with allies innumerable, and wealth 
inexhauſtible, we were ſucceſsfully fighting for the exiſtence 
of ſociety! On the naval ſucceſs of Lord Howe every man 
mult reflect with gratitude and exultation. How had that 
glorious victory been improved? What the {kill and valour 
of our navy had put into our hands, the unaccountable miſma- 
nagement of miniſters contrived to throw away; and thus 
the glorious victory of the iſt of June had effectually crippled 
our fleet, which did not get out of port again till February. 
Miniſters knew that the French gave a very different account 
of that victory from ours, and our ſtrange conduct in ſome 
ſort juſtified their claim of the victory. They aid, that al. 
though the accidental circumſtances of weather had enabled 


us to take poſſeſſion of ſome of their crippled ſhips, and bring 


them into port, yet that our fleet had received ſuch damage 
in the action, as to require much time before it could again 
be fit for ſea. Was our fleet equipped with ſuch diſpatch as 
to contradict this aſſertion of theirs? Was it not e e 
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ably detained in port, while French ſquadrons were preying 
upon our trade in every quarter? So deficient were miniſters 
in foreſight, that in November or December laſt, an order 
had been given for cutting down ſixty- four gun ſhips to 
frigates; and in February, miniſters had thought proper to 
purchaſe a number of Indiamen for the expreſs purpoſe of 
converting them into ſixty-fours. They could not even ima- 


gine the poſſibility of Holland's being ſoon in the poſſeſſion 


of the French, or recollect that in ſuch an event, ſixty-fours 
would be the ſhips wanted to protect our commerce in the 
North ſeas, and guard the eaſtern coaſt of the kingdom. 
The prefent and a late Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, the Earl 
ſaid, might compare notes upon the ſubject, for there did 
not yet appear to be much difference in their modes of con- 

ducting the navy. His Lordſhip went over the conduct of 
miniſters towards neutral ſtates, and our ſituation with reſpect 


to allies, in all of which he contended there was ample ground 


for inquiry. 5 e | 2 
With regard to the ſtate into which Ireland had been 
thrown; ſo far from its not being a fit ſubject for parliament- 
ary diſcuſſion, in his mind it could not be treated on too ſe- 
verely : Infinite miſchief had been done in that kingdom, by 
irritating the minds. of the people inclined to give us the moſt 


cordial ſupport in the hour of extremeſt exigeney; whether ow- 


ing to the raſhneſs of one Member of his * Cabinet, the 


duplicity of ſome of the miniſters, or che treachery of others, 


it mattered not; but undoubtedly it called equally for exami- 
nation. Promiſes had been made to the people of Ireland, 
and meaſures brought into the Iriſh Parliament, without any 
hint of diſapprobation on the part of the Britiſh Cabinet. 
Under the deluſion that theſe meaſures were to be carried into 
effect, the people of Ireland found all their expectations blaſt- 
ed by a ſlight diſpatch; and it might be ſaid, that they were 
iwindled out of their money, as completely as any man of 

_ whom money was obtained under falſe pretences, could be ſaid 
to be ſwindled, After ſuch conduct, what muſt the Iriſn think 
of our conſtitution ? Let miniſters compare the Catholics. of 
Ireland with the Chouans of France, and they would eafily ſee 
on which they might moſt ſafely reſt their hopes for ſupport. 
But were miniſters aware of the diſpoſition of the people in 
Ireland? Laſt ſummer the mail-coach was robbed in the 
ſouth of Ireland; every letter was put into the neighbouring 
poſt- offices unopened z nothing but the newſpapers were kept, 
and the people were ſeen aſſembled in crowds in the church- 
Yards, after ſervice on the next Sunday, to hear theſe papers 
read to them. Their Lordſhips might judge of the eagerneſs 
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for information, when a capital felony was committed to oh- 
tain it; A diſpoſition, which, cheriſhed and conciliated, might 
be turned to the moſt beneficial ends; but which nothing 
could be more dangerous than to thwart and irritate. He con- 


cluded by recommending, in the moſt earneſt and animated 


terms, to their Lordſhips, to vote for the motion; and by that 


line of conduct, to diſarm of their arguments, thoſe who wiſh. _ 


ed to ſubſtitute their own theories for the genuine principles 
of the conſtitutioon. e 5 

Earl Spencer roſe, to take notice of the attack that had been 
made on the Admiralty, reſpecting the conduct of the navy, 

by the Noble Earl; who, his Lordſhip obſerved, had ſeemed 


to expreſs an indifference, whether the circumſtances which 


he brought forward, as a ground of attack againſt miniſters, 
were true or falſe. With regard to what a Noble Marquis 
had ſaid, in reſpect to the merchants getting no anſwers to 
their letters ſent to Hamburgh, for ſeventy days aſter the 11th 


of January—a packet-boat might have been loſt, or might 


have been captured; he could only ſay, that the Admiralty had 


received no intelligence of any ſuch event having taken piace; 


and no intelligence, he preſumed, had been received by the 
Noble Marquis. What had been aſſerted, of the failing of the 
fleet having been delayed from the want of biſcuit, or from 
any economical arrangement, was entirely unfounded ; nor 
was it true, that it did not go out of port from the beginning 
of June to February; it had been at ſea all the autumn, 


and a great part of the winter, and it was out again after its 


return in a ſingle month, and not after two months, as had 
been ſtated. As to the circumſtance of letters not having been 
received from Hamburgh for ſuch a length of time—that could 
not eaſily be aſcribed as matter of blame to the Admiralty. 
He objected to the inquiry that had been propoſed, as leading 
to diſcuſſions that would be exceedingly detrimental to the 
public intereſt ; but, at the ſame time, whenever the particu- 
Jar buſineſs of Ireland ſhould be brought forward, he had no 
doubt that he ſhould be able completely to vindicate the ſharc 
- which he had in that tranſaction, And indeed, if he did not 
regard his public duty above all other conſiderations, his pri- 
vate inclinations would prompt him to ſupport the motion. 


Die Marquis of Eanſdown ſaid, he roſe to repel aſperſion: 


He was anxious, that every information which he laid before 
that Houſe, ſhould be ſtrictly correct. He re-afferted it, the 
, merchants of London—not a ſingle merchant, but all of them, 
had received no anſwers to their letters ſent on the 11th of 

January to Hamburgh for ſeventy-ſeven days paſt (the uſual 

paſſage being only about eight days), a circumſtance 2 


r 2 1 
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| had occaſioned extreme embarraſſment in the city, and been 
attended with conſiderable detriment to the trading and manu- 
facturing intereſts—as the fatal conſequence was, not merely 
the failure of remittances, but of commifhons and orders. 
The Noble Lord might treat this as a circumſtance of little 
importance; but when it was recollected, that Hamburgh was 
the only place by which we could carry on our communica» 
tion with the continent, it might perhaps appear in a different 
point of 'view and it muſt be confeſſed, that the blame lay 
with the Admiralty. - | 
Dye Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that he always wiſhed to ground 
any argument which he ſubmitted to their Lordſhips, on the 


beit information which he could poſſibly procure. It had 
however been the ſyſtem of miniſters in both Houſes of Par- 


liament, to refuſe every ſpecies of information which was re- 
quired to be laid on the table, eren though the particular ſtate- 
ment of facts might perhaps reach the Public through a differ- 
ent channel. For inſtance, were he to move for an account 
of the internal ſtate of the defence of the country, it would be 
reprobated as a moſt indiſcreet and profligate motion; yet it 
was not impoſſible that ſuch a dangerous expoſure of the fitu- 
ation of a particular part of the kingdom, might, in conſe- 
quence of the indiſcretion of a Secretary of State, the vanity 
of a Biſhop, and the folly of a Mayor, be brought forward to 
the public eye, through the medium of a Newcaſtle paper. 
The Biſhop of Durham roſe to reply to the Noble Earl. His 
Lordſhip ſaid, he would explain the circumſtance of the anec- 
dote ſo civilly alluded to by the Noble Earl: The fact was, 


- 


the letter had been tranſmitted to him, not in his ſpiritual, but 


in his civil capacity, at the time when the French obtained 
poſſeſſion of Holland. The magiſtrates of the city where he, 


reſided, on hearing the news, were anxious to learn the means 
of defence they were to look to and expect in caſe of ſudden 
attack. 'This anxiety appeared to him be not only natural, 
but extremely proper, under ſuch circumſtances; he therefore 
wrote upon the ſubject to the Secretary of State, who was 
polite enough to ſend him an immediate reply, and that reply 
he thought it his duty to communicate to the magiſtrates who 
applied to him for the information; as to the uſe they had 


made of it, he did not hold himſelf reſponfible. With regard 


to the vanity imputed to him, he had not betrayed more vanity 
than the Noble Earl had himſelf manifeſted that night; as he 
had not contented himſelf with a ſpeech of nearly two hours 
continuance, but had made a ſecond ſpeech half an hour long. 

The Earl of Lauderdale in reply ſaid, he was obliged to give 
2 further ſpecimen of the vanity alluded to by the Right Rev. 
Ms”, | h Prelate, 
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Prelate, and treſpaſs on their Lordſhips time a little longer, 
to read to them the letter in queſtion, and appeal to their own 
judgment, whether it did not fully juſtify the obſervation he 
bad made upon it. His Lordſhip then read the letter, which 
mentioned the number of ſtands of arms in the garriſon of 
Berwick—a circumſtance ſurely very unwiſe to be publicly 
expoſed in a common newſpaper. e LE 
The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, that it was not his intention at 
that late hour to treſpaſs long upon their Lordſſrips time. 
There were, however, circumſtances at the preſent critical 
period, that made it his duty to ſupport the inquiry propoſed, 
and to ſay a few words on the motion now before them. When 
he conſidered that a perſon of high rank had been ſent to ano- 
ther country, and that a man of the firſt rank and fortune in 
\ both countries, and who was not more conſpicuous from his 
rank and fortune, than diſtinguiſhed for his public and private 
virtues; when he ſaw ſuch a perſon ſent to Ireland, and be- 
ginning his adminiſtration in ſuch a manner as to conciliate 
the affections, and promote the happineſs and intereſts of the 
two countries; and almoſt immediately, within ſix weeks, ſaw 
that perſon recalled—he certainly thought that ſomething muſt 
de wrong—that there was ſtrong ground for inquiry—and 
that it ought to be known who was to blame, as blame muſt 
reſt on ſome perſon or other. The emancipation of the Ro- 
man Catholics in Ireland to the full extent, brought forward 
by Mr. Grattan, he conſidered to be a meaſure that ought to 
Have been, and ſtil] muſt be, inſiſted upon and completed. 
Every man who wiſhed to preſerve a good underſtanding be- 
tween the two countries—every body that valued the conſtitu- 
tion of England—the conſtitution, and eſtabliſhed religion of 
Ireland, as well as the general voice of the people of that country, 
muſt be of the ſame opinion. His Grace 2 — in terms of eulo- 
gy on Mr. Grattan's ſpeech, and firm conduct; and obſerved, 
that both Houſes of Parliament in Ireland had cordially agreed 
* on the ſubject, when the people found their expectations ſud- 
denly over, and all their hopes at an end. After commenting 
on the bad policy of ſuch conduct, the Duke ſaid, he was 
much ſurpriſed to have heard the Noble Secretary of State 
boaſt of the ſucceſſes of the preſent war, and ſo fond of con- 
traſting the ſtate of this country with that of France. With 
regard to the glorious victory of the iſt of June, he was ſure 
every lover of his country muſt glory in the gallant conduct of 
the Noble Commander, and the brave officers and ſailors, who 
were engaged in the triumph of that day. But the conduct of 
the Admiralty, he thought, had been ſuch as demanded in- 
quiry, even from the event of that day. In former Fr, 
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the fleet of wy uy was not equal in ſtrength and numbers to 


the combined fleet of the Houſe of Bourbon, it would have 


been reckoned criminal miſconduct on the part of the Admi- 


ralty Board, and a fit ſubject of inquiry and cenſure. In this 


caſe we had to oppoſe ſuperior numbers, and, as the engage- 
ment of that day had ſhewn, at conſiderable riſk ; whereas, 
had our number of ſhips been what it ought, we might have 
avoided a battle, which, glorious as it was to the naval cha- 


racer of Britons, was . bought by the blood it coſt us; 
and had we been able to do this by keeping the French in their 
own port, we might likewiſe have intercepted that important 
convoy, ſo neceſſary, he might ſay, to the very exiſtence of 
the French republic. In ſhort, when he thought on the con- 
duct of the Admiralty at that time, he muſt ſay, that if he had 


been himſelf at the head of that Board, he would have been 


the firſt to call for inquiry. There were many other topics, 
that, in his mind, made the motion particularly called for at 
this time, but it was too late to go into them at length then 
he would, therefore, conclude by declaring to their Lordſhips, 
that he had riſen to ſpeak, becauſe perhaps that would be the 
laſt opportunity which thoſe who differed from miniſters would 
have to deliver their ſentiments, and probably the laſt time 
that it might be in their power of going into ſuch a Commit- 
tee as the Noble Earl propoſed: As a meaſure in his opinion 
abſolutely neceſſary, he ſhould certainly vote for it. | 
The queſtion was then put, and the Houſe divided : 
For the queſtion, — e e 
ä: FE NE - — Eh: 
wt — 0. 
Contents „ 
WW I 
8 | li uh 
| Majority againſt the motion _ = — | 
Adjourned at half paſt twelve, till next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Moxpay, March 3o. 8 


__ LICENCES FOR WEARING: HAIR-POWDER.. 5 
On the third reading of the Hair-powder Bill, Mr. Dent 
ſuggeſted the propriety of a clauſe to exempt hair-drefſers 
themſelves from the neceſſity of taking out licences, as their 
trade would make them appear to be powdered, He faid, he 
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was happy to find there was no dread of a ſcarcity of grain; 
but {till attention ought to be paid to the diſtillery, to prevent 
the danger of a ſcarcity, - zZ 
The Speaker informed him, it was regular to introduce any 


ſubject foreign to that immediately under conſideration ; and 
as to his latter obſervation, if he had any propoſition to bring 
forward, it ſhould be done in the form of an additional clauſe, 
after the third reading of the Bill. Pee Oe, 
The Bill was read a third time. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer propoſed a clauſe by way 


of rider, to exempt Proteſtant and Catholic Diſſenting Mi- 


niſters, whole annual ſtipends were not 100l. from the licence, 
according to the uſual proviſions of former ſtatutes, viz. the 
| iſt of William and Mary, and the 19th and 31ſt of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty. „ 533 . 
General Smith ſaid, it was very hard not to exempt officers 
on half-pay, whoſe incomes were not more than 30 or 40l. a 
year, when clergymen of 1001. a year were exempted, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that all exemptions 
ought to be founded on a principle. Clergymen under 100). 
a year were obliged, by the nature of their duties, to wear 
powder. Officers on half pay, however meritorious, and how- 
ever much entitled to attention, were not under the ſame 
obligation. Their wearing it was voluntary, and therefore they 
ought not to be relieved from this more than from any other 
tax. . | = 5 : 2 3 | 
Ar. Courtenay pleaded ardently for their exemption. Half- 
pay officers were not now like common citizens. They were 
ſubject to martial law ; they were liable to be called out in a 
minute, and were obliged to preſerve an appearance equal to 
the rank they held. An enſign had only 271. a year; a lieute- | 
nant but 36 or 371. It would be therefore a generous atten- 
tion to this deſerving body of men, to relieve them; and it 
would be honourable in the miniſter and the Houſe to do it. 
Mr. Pitt's clauſe was accepted, and the Bill was paſſed. 


BILL FOR MAKING BREACH. or TRUST IN MERCHANTS 

1 5 CLERKS FELONY, 3 + 

Mr. Alderman Anderſon roſe to move for leave to bring in a 
Bill to protect Merchants and Bankers againſt the depredations 
of their Clerks. Commerce, which was the ſupport of the na- 
tion, deſerved in its turn every protection Fon the laws. 
Merchants and: bankers were obliged to put very large truſt in 
their clerks, much beyond the ſecurity they had for their good 
behaviour. By the exiſting laws, a =. by ſuch clerks was 
only a breach of truſt, and could only be pr ſecuted as a _ 
Tx. 5 705 Whercas 


” * * 
/ 


MARCH 35. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY, REPORTS, 0 
whereas a perſon robbing another to the amou nt of forty ſhjl- 


lings was a. felony. It was well known to Gentlemen, what 


extenſive robberies of this kind had been lately committed; 
and he was confident that he needed not, in that ſtage of the 
buſineſs,” to argue on the neceſſity of the Bill he propoſed. It 
was his intention to ſuggeſt, that this offence ſhould be made 
a felony, and the Dinh n 

ed with moving for leave to bring in a Bill, more effectually 
to protect merchants and bankers from the depredations of 
ter de ob ee oo bets 

Mr. Thelluſſin ſeconded the motion. 55 

Mr. M. A. Taylor ſaid, lie did n 


ud, he did not riſe to object to the mo- 
tion, but to declare his indifpoſition to all extenſion of our 


— 


enal laws. He thought the preſent laws amply ſufficient; 
bot he wiſhed the Hon. Gentleman had conſulted the Crown 


officers and judges upon the queſtion, before he brought it 


forward. He was not fond, he ſaid, of having any penal ſta- 


tutes originate in that Houſe. In the other Houſe the judges 


have a feat, and are thereby enabled to ſupport or oppoſe any 


motion of this fort, which ſo particularly relates to the conſti- 
tution. Mr. Taylor concluded with declaring, that he ſhould 
watch the r! 8 

Ar. Dent was of opinion that. a great cauſe of the evil was 
the lowneſs of the ſalaries given to clerks. A young man in 
conſiderable truſt, with only 30 or 401. a year of ſafary, was 
_ expoſed to, temptations too great. At the ſame time the mer- 


* 


chants, he admitted, ought to be protected. N 
Mr. Huſſey ſaw no neceſſity for the propoſed Bill. No ne- 


ceſlity had been made out; and he owned he was againſt the 


making of new felonies without ſufficient cauſe, — 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon (aid, the neceſſity, in his mind, was 


obvious. A mercbanr, if robbed of 10,000. by his clerk, 
could only proſecute him for the debt; if robbed of forty ſhil- 
lings by a ſtranger, he could proſecute him criminally for the 


felony. It was in order to make ſome proportion between the - 


offence and the puniſhment, that, he moved for the Bill. The 
Judges and the crown officers would be conſulted on it. 
Leave was granted to bring in the Bill, © 
BILL FOR THE BETTER ORSERVANCE OF SUNDAY. 

Mr, Wilberforce ſaid, that às the provifions of this Bill were 
defeCtive. in the opinion of the law-officers and other Gentle- 
men, who yet approved of the prodciple, he wiſhed to poſtpone 
foing into the Committee on it till after the holidays. It ſtood 
for the next day. He therefore moved to diſcharge the order 
for the next day. ß 


Vor. II. 9 4 ee 


ment be tranſportation. He conclud- 
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Mir. Alderman Newnham (aid, the principle of the Bill was 
fo objectionable, that he wiſhed. it to be laid aſide altogether, 
It was oppreſſive to the poor, and he did not like to ſee it ad- 
journed to the end of the ſeſſion, when it might paſs, through 
© the thinnels eee 
Mr. Buxtonſaid, it was only intended to adjourn it to Mon. 
SJ e e Rent” ©. 3 
The order for the next day was diſcharged, and Mr. Wil. 
ODER moved that it go into a Committee on Monday ſe'n- 
night. "ay : 1 . 
gt M. A. Taylor moved an amendment—inſtead' of the 
words, © Monday ſe'nnight,“ to inſert the words Monday 
fix months.” The reaſon was, that the Bill was defective in 
its principle. It profeſſed to be a Bill to enact that the ſabbath 
be more ſtrictly obſerved, on the proviſions. of the Act of 
Charles II. Inch yet it enacted new and ſeverer means. By 
the Act of Charles II. hiring a boat or wherry on Sunday was 
ſubject to a penalty of five ſhillings; but here it was to be 
made a miſdemeanour, and ſubject to fine and imprifonment. 
It was a Bill of groſs op 8 5 on the poor and middling 
claſſes; and, as he had ſaid before, he ſhould oppoſe it in 
f/ ˙ ne a ade es - | 
Lord William Ruſſel and Mr. Alderman Newnham ſupport- | 
ed the amendment on the ſame ground, and ſaid it was calcu- 
lated to deprive the poor of their innocent recreations. on the 
| only day which neceſſity, as well as religion, afforded them for 
Mr. V. Smith ſaid, he never thought that the intereſts of 
religion could be ſerved by penalties, or by fine and impriſon- 
ment; but he wiſhed to ſee: the Bill go into a Committee, that 
its authors might explain their ideas, which had been ſeverely 
attacked, and were miſunderſtood without doors. 
Mr. Courtenay attacked the Bill with the force of ridicule. 
He obſerved, that the Gentlemen who had framed this Bill, 
now ſeemed aſhamed of their proceeding, and by withdrawing 
clauſe after clauſe, the Bill was completely loſt. © It contradict- 
ed the Bill of Charles II. in every clauſe. The Act of Charles 
II. for the obſervation of the ſabbath, however it has been 
neglected, might be at any time enforced, and is fully ſuffi - 
cient. He tben read ſome extracts from that Acc. relative to 
the arrival of drovers with cattle at an inn on the Sunday, for 
uhich they are ſubjected to a penalty of 20l. and he conti. 
nued his quotations upon the employment of lighters. and 
barges. The Bill was, he ſaid, a denunciation againſt the 
crying of milk and mackarel: And while the licentious mect- 
ings of the rich and great were to be paſſed over ; a n 
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was to be made ſubject to fine and impriſonment, for eroſſing 
the river in a wherry. Laſt year, puddings and pics were to 
be baked by canonical hours; and morality was to depend on 
the time of the day, It was not by ſuch fooleries that Pazlia= 
ment could enforce the obſervance of the ſabbath, 7 
My; loi og the Bill wonld continue all the ex- 
emptions of the Act of Charles II. The preſent was not the 
time for diſcuſſing the principle or proviſions of the Bill. It 
was obvious to all men, that new abuſes of the ſabbath, un- 
known twenty years ago, were now in 8 and ought to 
be checked. Sunday had heretofore been protected by cuſ- 
tom; but opulence had introduced diſſipation and laxity of 
morals and manners, and made us forego the cuſtom; and 
in no Chriſtian country: was the ſabbath to little obſerved as in 
; 7 he Chancellor of the Exthequer faid, the amendment was 
not perfectly fair, as the preſent was not a ſtage of the Bill. 
It was taking the Houſe by ſütpriſde.. 
' Mr. M. A. Taylor deſired to correct the Right Hon. Gen- 
dlematt: This was not a diſcuſſon of His ſecking. He appealed 
_ to the Hon, Gentleman, who had moved to Hiebe the order, 
and to the Bpenket, whether He bad höt ahaciriced his de ſign 


— 


of ſeizing on every occaſion to oppoſe a Bill'which he thought 
a ſcandalous attack on the Innocent recreations of the * 
and which could not be too ſoon put at end to by that Houſe. 


Ar. Grey vindicated his Hon. Friend, and agreed with him 
in his opinion. The Bill, he ſaid, had been called for by no 
neceſſity ; and thoſe Gentleme who ſupported it, had * | 
forward no proofs that the Sunday was nut Well gbſerved.” The 
only places where it was Violated the routs and gaming af- 
ſemblies of the rich—were not toyched by the Bill; it levelled 
all irs ſeverity dgainft'the innocent amuſements of the poor. 
Mr. Ryder and Myr. Smith were both for it, as likely to pro- 
tet the poor: "GS t 1 85 5 234 155 1 oa a : 1 05 4 : | 
The Mifter if Yhe Rolle faid, it was meant merely to enforce 
the regulations of the Act of Charles II, not to make one 
II.; ⅛ ͤy ĩðVü pn Eb CS 
The Houſe divided on the amendment, and there appeared 
for the words © Monday ſe'nnight” ſtandinſg, 5 
CCTV | 
General Turleten mgred, that Sir Benjamin Hammet do 
attend the Houſe on b riday fe*nnight; to declare why he is. 
ncapacitated from diſcharging the ſunctions of a repreſenta- 
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The Bin was read a third;time, 
Mr. Sheridan (aid, he thought it his duty to object to the Bil, 


as it infringed the chartered rights and military privileges of the 
citizens of London. He contraſted the ſcandalous Precipitancy 
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the drt en ſince that time. 


gs, ſmce that time. The Hon: Mover of the Bil 
eclared the raiſing of the two regiments to be 


. 


abſolutely neceſſary for the protection and ſafety of the city; 
and he had urged the meaſure to be ſo immediately requiſite, 
that it conveyed to mens minds a conſiderable degree of alarm 
dor the peacg and ſecurity of the, metropolis. But it now a 
zeared That he viewed the ſabject in a very different light; 
from the eee laſt, the time in which the appeal; 
were made, three months had el 9 before it was determined 
be made to the Bill; the 


Committee had. heen three months,more in making their report, 
and new e Paths Mit addition - had been loſt; during the 
all this time W with- 
4 ©. $43 4 ee, 1 #5 5 £4 v * o: + 44 # 4 2292 If 2 FI, D 
put e Fe e ela mula, m Had Deen boglted [al 
ſeſſion, that the Bill would not affect the poor, as houſeholders 
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o 
7 7 

— of 


rated at 151. or upwards. were alone affected by it; but this 


laudable circumſtane was now done away, as the ward-rate 
eee 1 houſeholder whatever, and even women, 
the lame andthe bling, were affected by it. Nay, fo far from 
favouring the poor, as: had, been afſerted, the amendments 

lie levelled, AER the poppy. for by oue of 
3, tae rich, who might. be fined. in 201. or upwards, 
might diſpute the matter in. Weſtminſter-hall ;. while the poor, 
who might be fined in ſums Flow that, were to be judged in a 
more ſupimat) way, without the benefit of a trial by jury. He 
faid ther2 were ſeveral ſuch inferior points as theſe, which de- 
ſerved attention z. but the, prigeipal fubject which he wiſhed to 


urge, was, the e 
and he hoped t 


e Houſe would be cautious how they infringed 


The city of London had, he ſaid, from time immemorial 


poſſeſſed the right of commanding and keeping at home its 
own militia, In the 14th of Charles II. that monarch confirm- 


ed all the charters of the city of London. In doing fo, every 
charter from the earlieſt time was recited and renewed. The 


charter begins, „Charles II. by the grace of God, &c.“ and 


goes on, <We-have ſeen the charter of William I.;“ it then re- 


_ cites every charter verbatim, beginning each with, We have | 
een, and concludes with confirming the whole. The * 
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the Bill laſt ſeſſion was (paſſed, wn the tardinefs of | 


ö. 
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 predeveflogss ; 
pretend to tm 8 2 11 war againſt his Majeſty, S 
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Heary de . Need 1. King ng Johd, and Henry III. 
1 conta A K RING, e citizens of London ſhall 
wage battle 4 5 Was nothin le than an exemption from 
being compelled to g to. N 5 48 being in want o 
men to reduce the 17455 lee 

J who expreſſed. the 
him, if it were roy har doing ſo was again! 
and might not only rued to their Prejudice in future, 


their diſpoſition to "arch out, and ſerve 


but ſuch an, innovation) 2 endanger their "whole franchiſes; 
whereupon he adh m letters of ine emnity, which are 


recited and confirmed by. Charles II. This, right i is ſtill further 
and more explicitly canfizmed by the. chart.'c of the iſt of 


Edward III. whic a ele 19 « And that the faid. 
r 


citizens from 127 7 1255 be campelled to go or ſend to 


war out of the Tg Pies; 1 12 75 alſo recited, and renewed 
thus, aa fin t 


oy Charles II.; at two years poſterior to 
paſſing the Act ich, the new Bill is aid to “ amend,” the 
ſovereignty £ of. the gity 122 its OWN 1 28 8 fully confirmed. 
About twenty years. e 19 5 Charles II. iſſued a 
writ of quo 2parramntc,, and i 3 al t © charters of. London; 


but an Act of Parliament W: Del in the Expng, of William 


and. Mary, annulling every thing done at that tim and rene w- 
ing and cos trenes the char 195 rights 9 the city,. fo that the 
privilege of. the gitizens in ea d to go or fend to 
war out Wb > faig.city,. Not, . QNLy: ACK „a Aged by the 
charters;. many mon; e abli ied. by an 
4 of the, Legiſlature, 


| th in 1695 and i 
17455 Are examined, it will a be e the Gowrnnent 


admitted — rights 0 81. enkel Deore the cor- 
poration to dra ut _— F 
Theſe, fatter Mer. Ne chou abt, Roo ae that, the city 


always. poſſeſſed the power, een its Bun. mi litary force 


at home, . om and he, W. Fe that ng 


man 9 EP <4 o 

manded hey: een [i Proclamatiqng ic he 

nands th ths ee given =, e to the 
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eltizens or £cor- 
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wille, or- pit —.— he Wihcs.o 
parationge, 80 Ii x . an idea that the 
Act of th — 775 1128 es dee this Bir 
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eity of London had ſhewn, that 


„ een eee, 


2 7 
6.1 T's 


This, he argued, gave the King , ſupreme authority over the 


London Militia, when, it was to move out of the city, or was 


to go into actual action, but he denied its giving the power of 


calling the militia out of the city, contrary to the wil of the 
citizens. It was a cafe exactly (mts noo the general militia of 
the country, The King certainly poffeſſed the ſupreme command 
over them, and 

them out of the 


* 
4 


2 
Tages; "fo with the London militia, the 


charters of the city, aud tlie Act of the ad of William and Mary, 


confirming thoſe charters, exprefsly ſaid, that the citizens 
ſhould not be compelled to go or tend, to war out of the ſaid city. 
Indeed the preamble to the Act of the 13th of Charles II. was 
rendered nugatory, ſo far as it might be ſuppoſed to relate to 


London, by the circumſtance of that monarch having con- 
rmed and renewed all the charters of the city, among which 


the right in queſtion was aſſetted, two years a ter the paſling of 
that Act, namely, in the 15th year of his reign. yo” 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had no objection to the two regiments 


being raiſed for the defence of the city, but he begged they 
might not be conſidered as aboliſhing the ancient militia. In- 


deed'it would be ridiculous to call them the city militia, as they 
muſt be compoſed of RI ers to the in- 
texeſts of the citizens. He concluded by props ng an amend- 
ment to the Bill of the followin purport:—“ Provided always, 
that his Majeſty's lieutenants 2 or ſhall be commiſſioned, 
ſhall continue to levy the ee re He their numbers and 
qualities; and that the train bands auc auxiliaties fo raiſed ſhall 
enjoy the rights and privileges which have uſually been 


d ©£C; C3348, 44 x 3: (3. {2 %; 


granted.“ . 


Mr. Libilgton thanked the Hoy! Gentleman for the zel 


and regard which he ſhewed for the city of London: He had 
equal zeal; but he could not ſee that there was any loſs of 
honour in parting with the old Gothic eſtabliſhment of trained 
bands, Which from want of diſcipline toutd' never be of uſe, 
and providing in, their ftcad an effective body of troops ſuch as 


the new regiments-would be. The ye der wh the city 


were not ambitious of military truſts; While they were diſ- 


charging their tluty as magiſtrates, they knew that the military | 


defence of the city could he better entriiſted to military men; 


they were ſenſible alſo that it was a more perfect defence for 


the city to, have a military farce that was capable of being ſent 


dc mect the danger wherever” it might pretent itſelf, than to 
be kept [ſtationary within the precincts of the city. The Bill 


had been very deliberately weighed and conſidered, not only 
by the Common Council, but alſo in the diſſerent wards ; the 
ey were moſt zealouſly at- 
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tached to the principles of the conſtitution urider-which they 
lived, and they would be happy, he was ſore, in marching to 
any part of tHe country which might be threatened by the 
enemy, ſenſible that London itſelf could only be ſafe in the 
general, ſafety of the whole kingdom; their wilitary affociations 
were truly hondurable to their * and patriotiſm, and farely 
te Right Hon: Gendlethin cba not defire that the popula | 
io of th city of Lonidon oel not one daes its proportion 
to the general 4 nde. 4 32 Wh] Frag cd A * TAY 3 97 ; if l 
Mr. Alderman Newnham contended, that his Majeſty had 
the power of ſending the ttain- bands out of London, in caſes 
of invaſion and infurrection. Of thoſe train-bands, and of 
their difcipline, he had no very high idea. The new corps 
would be infinitely more effectiye; theſe corps muſt always 
| be officered by freemen; he had the honour to be appointed an 
oſſicer of one of them. EY PLES 2 . 72 1 7125 | * | | 3 J 
Ar. Sheridan, in reply, congratulated the citizens of London 
on the valuable acquiſition e dee, repreſentative, who 
began his career in that Hguſe by an Attack on their chartered 
rights. He Had ſaid, that the cotpotation confiffed of excel- 
lent civil magiſtrates otra wm rt unfit for military duty; 
and yet. the worſhipfu) Lieutenimt-colonel had told the Houle, 
that all the ne choſen out of the corporation. 
The Hon, Gentl man (Mr Euthiggton) had obſerved, that the 
old military privifeges of London had been fooliſhly mainrain- 
ed, as one of the Gothic prejudices of our anceſtors. True; it 
might be ſo. Our anceſtors had many ſuch Gothic prejudices. 
They had a Gothic prejudice againſt a {taridiig army; they had 
a Gothic prejudice againſt the ęrection of barracks ; they had 
a Gothic notion of governing the city by the civil power, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of the military; and in Thort they 'had- ſo 
many Gothic notions about freedom and independence, that hie 
had no doubt their memory wis -gfious'to the men of the 
preſent day. But he muſt 'own.hjmielf aſhamed'and indignant 
to hear this new city doctrine. which he muſt ſuppoſe to be 
the laſt and neweſt of the principles of the city, as it was avow- 
ed and promulgated hy the neweſt Member, juſt freſh in his 
ſeat, that the object and purpoſe of any military force oould 
be the internal peate of the city; for there had been a time 
when there exiſted à Gorbic rio that this might be preſerved 
by the civil power; and even in Jeſs Gothic times, a Beckford 
had proved the fact. Nay, in this new and ungothic age, the 
preſent worthy chief magiſtrate had preſerved'the peace (in 
times ſaid to be dangerous) by the civil power alone; for 
neither old trained - bands, nor new militia, exiſted to aſfiſt him. 
Theſe new Anti-gothic notions he dreaded, for While the 
1 25 PEN military 
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military magiſtra ens Was preparing: to 957 Black- 
heath, he — 55 e S 118 ee 11 5 ew Member 


| Luſhington),.in his zeal againſt 0 1 wy ere to more 


for 015 e of barracks 0 the'Royal Exchange. The 
| eaſure. he, 1 as 2 juggle xtween . craft of 
dete and the lazincf $ of commercial, 8 by 
Wit 925 corruption of indiyiquaf 86 and the; ſult Was, 
then 1. the, ſurrender of a, great and proud; 1716757 Which 
had been preſerved with th N jeals1 for or ang V ages; ? 
accompanied with a mean gk now edgment, that the city of 
London was no tonger. capable, witbout. Military aid, of pre- 
ſerving its own internal much deſs of diſputing the en. 
croachments of power; ould ſuch a criſis arrive, Although 
e at this was wy of the wWorſt ſymptoms of the de- 


graded any ee ſpirit af, the country which he. had yet | 


rceived, 1 enied t at "the meaſure W recable to all the 


reſpectable. citizens, as $0 eg been, aſſer 155 y Mr. Luſhington, 


ſor, he knew himſelf that a, xery re ſpectable body of men con- 


tinued frm i im their, 1 to the he whole of the plan; he 


weyer feared that a, majo ,of the, tizens were duped and 
Scl ane ao indiffe _—— 9e Bester that his . 
| ion would be ineffectual, he would not Aae 85 the matter to 
Merion. He had ſatisfi dis own pid in 1 ſtating his op union, 
and a more decided. pry ig ver ha- ed on any ſubject, 
[1 T amendment was withdr: Ng We ba . e B 3 
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Ac of, A l 810 At anſmitted. to his. 1 s Po * 
| Ker in Pur fi the Acl of the 4th oy e is pre- 
t. Maje; Yo chap44 24) ,th at Sir r Benjamin ammet. had 
2 and appointed, fahn Iammet, Eſq. . to ſign the 
name of Sir Benjamin mmet, and to write, the, ier 
ne Jett 7 r . ors nk fv 80 
| ro t. 2 pefi ro 7 Hain In- 
9 4 hey Miner brought. p, B's 2 44 63 ſtated to be 


io the ſame purport.as. that which be bad formerly preſented 


from the corporation of rk, raying ſor peace, whenev 1 
could be RE ad. cop ſte I b _— * ce e tety ot, 

country. He expre 8 hopes that the motion Which Fa 

been announced by his, Hon. Friend ( Mr, Wilberforce) relative 

to the war, would have the effect of, uniting. all parties. He 
W 1 that, the Petition do lie upon eee e, 


1 
2 * % 


Mr. 
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My. Courtendy mated, That the Sheriffs in England- and. 
Wales do tranſmit to the Clerk of this Houſe, the names. of 
ſuch perſons. as are at preſent confined in any of the gaols with-,. 
in their reſpective ſhexiffalties, in conſequence of any proceſs. 
or proſecution in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts; ſpecifying the 
N been impriſqned.”? 


offence, and the time that each perſon had 
—Ordered.,, , „% vant heroes 22 £3 
| _» PROPHECIEES .OF- RICHARD. BROTHER ZS. 
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- Mr. Halbed.—“ Although the motion I am about to ſub- 


mit to the Houſe be ſtrictly conformable te the tenour of the* 


notice I gave yeſterday, yet I mult beg explicitly to be under- 


ſtood as having nothing to ſay which can poſſibly give offence 
to any Gentleman who hears me, as if r any aui- 
moſity or che ſpirit of party. Mach more do I def moſt? 
pointedly to abjure all intention of throwing” out à fingle hint 
againſt the Executive Government of this country, or any one 


of the Hon. Gentlemen who compoſe it. I ſhould indeed 


think myfelf ſingularly happy if 1 could; by any form of words; 
contrive to diſarm ehe prejudice (if any ſuch exiſt, whieh Ido 
not know) againſt me, ſo as to obta in A fait and patient hearing, 


for what I ſhall have the honour to offer Af it be merely in con- 


fideration of that uniform and reſpeckful ſilenee which Fhave 
hitherto obſerved ever ſince I have had ſeat in Parlament. 


«In the firſt place, I hope Gentlemen will acquit mel of all 


peu motives in the part I now take, or in any in which T 
ſome ſacrifices both on the ſcore of friendſhip and; of intereſt: 
Nor does it hitherto appear that by my new lime of eonduct 1 
have any where obtained an equivalent. At leaſt I thinkT may 
be permitted boldly to aſſert, that I have no ſiniſter” intention 
whatſoever 3 that I have no intercourſe with any man or ſet 
of men, public or private, whoſe prineiples or whoſe: actions 
have, as far as J can fudge, tended to the detriment” of my 
e or any of my countrymen; and that in ſeparating 
mtell 


myſelf in a fair, open, and confeientious manner, ſtrictly within 


my duty as a Member of Parliament; and my honeur a8 a | 


Gentleman, . 


HIT OW ORD. THY LS 
* 


 & Now, Sir, to come more immedzalely to the fubject ef 


my intended motion: 1 flatter myfelt I ſnaibnot be deemed to 


convey any offenſive meaning if F expreſs'myſelf to have felt 


very great furprife, hen, on the/fourth'of this motith,' Richind 
Brothers was taken up by a Warrant from the Secretary” ef 


State, and as I have bech-told; by the meſſenger in whole Full- 
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lately engaged.” Indeed it is well known chat L have made 


rom thoſe Gentlemen with whom I had always been 
uſed to act on the queſtion of war and peace, I have eenducted 
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tody he iow Is, on ſufpicion of freaſonable practices. I ful 
may well be ſurpriſed, becauſe I, who am' conſcious that not 


a thought, ward, or action of my life, ever had the remoteſt 


tendency towards ſuch crimes, have been, for near two months 


back, in the habit of ſeeing him very frequently, without per- 


ceiving in Him the {lighteſt ſymptoms that could indicate any 
bad deſigns; and becauſe I had latterly obſerved that his houſe, 


in the forenoon, was conſtantly filled by perſons of quality and 


fortune, of both ſexes, and the ſtreet crowded with their car- 
riages; none of which perſons, I apprehend, would have once 


thought of paying him a ſingle viſit, much leſs of repeating it, 


if they could have conceived that they were foſtering, encau- 


| raging, aiding, and abetting a traitor. Government, therefore, 


muſt have ſome peculiar information on the ſubjeft, of which 
both Land the perſons to whom I allude, may be. ſuppoſed ig- 
norant; and, while I bow: with the moſt unfeigned ſubmiſſion 
to the authority of the ſtate, I hope to be indulged with ſpeak- 
ing of Mr. Brothers in regard to zhat which I do know. _. 
As a private man, Mr. Brothers is certainly:a, moſt unex- 
ceptignable character; aud I have heard he was always much 
reſpected and eſteemed in the navy. To his affability, mode- 
ration, and good ſenſe in ſociety, it is impoſſible but all thole | 
who: haye viſited him muſt bear concordant teſtimony. , | 
T have heard, but I really know, it; not an any certain au- 
thority, that Mr. Brothers's arreſt proceeds from an expreſſion 
in one of the very laſt, pages of the laſt edition of bis book, 
dated; apth of, February, relative to the King. If I may doit 
without offence, Iwill venture to read that paſſage, and en- 
deavour to ſhew, that it contains no treaſonable or inflam- 
matory matter whatever, I have ſelected this particular paſſage, 
becauſe I have very good information that the jury impannelled 
toctry him for inſanity deſired him, to read it, and ſay if he 


_ avowed. it bath of which he did; and really, Sir, any man 


may do the ſame, without any colour of ſuſpicion for trea- 
ſonahle practices. Here it is: See page 110. ( The Lord 


God commands me to ſay to you, George the Third, King of 


England, that immediately on my being revealed in London 
* tp.the, Hebrews, as their Prince, and to all nations as their 
© Governor, your crown mult be delivered up to me, that all 


15, your; power; and authority may ceaſe,” Now, Sir, is it fair to 
ſibility to ſuch a 


propoſition, Lmight maße a ſimilar demand on the King? | 
do not mean that it might;not-be deemed indegent-or inſulting, 
but we ſeg greater and more ſcandalous, liberties taken every 
day with- his Majeſty in pamphlets, newſpapers, print- ſnops, 
/ Ea. If, for inſtance, I were to aſſert, that on ſome 5 


Y 
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day I ſhould. aſcend to the top, of St. Paul's, and from thence | 
fy over London, and in fight of all. its inhabitants, to Weſt- 
minſter Abbey, after which, the King muſt ſeat me on his 
throne, and kiſs my great toe, moſt. people, I allow, would 
think me mad; but I certainly ſhould, not dream of being ap- 
rehended for treaſon. What has Mr. Brothers ſaid I— He 
5 ſaid, that he ſhall be revealed to the people of London, by 
a ſign ſimilar to that of Moſes, namely, turning a common 
hazel ſtick into a ſerpent, and reinveſting it into a rod, a fact 
full as impoſſible to all human comprehenſion as my flying from 
St. Paul's to Weſtminſter Abbey; and that he ſhall then be 
viſibly accompanied by an angel, in the form of fire; after 
which the King muſt do ſo and fo. The whole therefore de- 
pends on the previous performance of a fact, which certainly 
no one Member of Adminiſtration deems within the verge of 
poſſibility. _ I muſt honeſtly confeſs that in this inſtance the 
very oppolite conſtruction to that of treaſonable intention, ap- 
pears ſelf- evident; the prophet engages to accompliſh his part 
of the miracle firſt, after which he ſays, the King will perform 
the ſecond miracle, namely, hand his .crown to an obſcure in- 
dividual, who was his own ſubject, and actually his priſoner. 
Had the condition been . reverſed, the plea of treaſon would 
not have been ſo ill founded, and the ignorant, the profligate, or 
the ill-intentioned, might have made a handle of it, to the de- 
triment of the monarchy, if a ſufficient number of proſelytes 
had been obtained to co-operate in the purpoſe. All the infer- 
ence I pretend to draw from this circumſtance is the follow= 
ing: —If the aſſerted miſſion of this prophet be true, and if he 
be deſtined to perform the miracle alluded to, his preſent im- 
priſonment will be no obſtacle at all. If there be no, founda- 
tion for his predictions, I think an innocent man is made uſe- 
leſsly to ſuffer for a mental deluſion, which did not require 
ſuch ſeverity, - For without being an enthuſiaſt, I hope I may 
for once apply a couple of verſes from the book which we all 
profeſs to hold in veneration they axe the goth and 3gth verſes 
of the pth chapter of Acts: —“ For if this counſelor this work 
be of men, it will come to nought: But if ic be of God, ye can- 
not overthrow it.“ And here it may nat be unſeaſonable to 
remark, that Mr. Brothers had actually renounced ſeeing all 
indiſcriminate viſitors two days before he was arreſted by or- 
der of Government, and to this circumſtance he alludes, in one 
of the laſt paſſages of his book, ſo that ia fact, if he had been 
guilty of any, treafonable practices, he had anticipated the in- 
tentions of Government, byia voluntazy renunciation of what 
— Gopernmens, Was eee e 23 eee 
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will hardly be ſaid that four or five unambitious men, of whom 
I was one, having occafional admittance to paſs 'an hour with 
him in a morning, could rave any ſerious deſigns to overturn 
the tate, and to-dethrone the King. 
„ Now, Sir, with reſpect to his prophecies in general, I 
muſt own, that, as far as it has come to my knowledge, all 
thoſe which he has recorded in print have either actually been 
already fulfilled, or remain in a ſtate of which it cannot ' with 
any propriety be afferted that their completion is impoſſible, 
If lebe a fact, as I myſelf do not hefitate to declare my un- 
qualified belief, that he did write to the King, to you, Sir, to 
his Majeſty's miniſters, and others, in the manner, and in the 
dates which particulariſed many other of his predictions, eithet 
they have been fulfilled, or, if not, you are called upon to re- 
fute them; but this I roundly maintain, and defy any man to 
prove the contrary, that out of his prophecies, as here publiſhed, 
mot one has hitherto turned out to be falſe ; and all the miſerable 
attempts, in miſerable pamphlets, to fritter them "away, or 
ks; 0g their failure, have ended in the diſgrace of their 
mene, 3 . 2 
Among the denunciations yet unfulfilled, and which I, in 
common with every other man, fincerely hope may never be 
Tulhlled, are ſome which relate to this Parliament, and to the 
Houſe where J am now ſpeaking. If it be true, Sir, that J 
have ſtill many friends here, with would kindly interpoſe to 
fave me from that precipice of obloquy and diſgrace, down 
which they think I am about to ruſh in confequence of my 
preſent motion, I hope they will not deem it unpardonable in 
me to be guided by a ſimilar fentiment, and to act upon the 
fame motives of pure philanthropy, however erroneous, if 1 
may be ſo unhappy as to apprehend their ſtanding on the 
brink of a precipice infinitely more alatming; and to ſay the 
truth, it is my opinion. Sir, Iknew Mr. Brothers but a very ſhort } 
time before I publiſhed a ſmall pamphlet, which I hope every 
Gentleman liere has received. I never ſaw either of theſe 
books of prophecies, or indeed heard of them, till the 5th of 
January laft, and the roth of the fame month was the firſt 
Lime Teverfaw their ber. I read bis works, and compared 
them with the ſcriptures, *as *advifed. I declare ooh my 
"honour, this is the whole and entire ground of the pre! ent bias 
of my thoughts, which in one ſenſe may certainly be called my 
converſion. I confefs, indeed, that having a good deal of lei- 
fſure, I took conſiderable pains on the ſubject, and by frequent 
Perufal, difcorered a variety of connexions and coincidences 
between tlie ſeveral parts of his works with each other, wy 00 
E 1 n 0 | wee 


Maxen 5.) WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. &—=4ag 


totally eſcaped my attention. Is it very unreaſonable or inde- 


cent on my part to wiſh that Gentlemen would apply ſome 
part of the leiſure of the approaching receſs of Parliament, ts. 
a deliberate peruſal of the ſame works? Can any detriment re- 
ſult from it ls it impoſſible that God ſhould once more in- 
terfere in human affairs, as we have the recorded teſtimony 
of the Bible to prove he did formerly ?—This is all Taſk. © - 
« Gentlemen will undoubtedly recollect frequent and pal - 
pable inattention both of governments and whole nations to 
diſcoveries of the utmoſt importance, and which have after. 
wards given a new turn to the affairs of mighty empires ; to 
_ inſtance only one caſe, by how many crowned heads and powerful 
countries was Columbus rejected; when he offered practically 
to demonſtrate the wont _=_ ag © ab4,momp ry Abe 
thing was deemed impoſſible; the very ſuppoſition, aps, 
i by many as impious. Facts, however, Yaris me 
borne ſufficient evidence to the ſolidity of his opinions, and left 
nothing but regret and remorſe to thoſe who had too precipi- 
tately deſpiſed them. __ | „ 5 
In his ſecond book, page 23, in my edition, he ſays, He 
was commanded by the Lord God to go to the Houſe of Par- 
lament on the 17th of May 1792, and acquaint the Members, 
ſor their-own perſonal ſafety, and general benefit of the coun- 
try, that the time of the world was come to fulfil the Ith 
chapter of Daniel,” And much as I may regret, and much as 
all of us may have occaſion to regret; that he was at that time 
Liſmiſſed (as he ſays) with unfeeling contempt and incivilit 
from our door, ſince the ſubſequent unfortunate events which 
he mentions to have been ordered to, communicate to us, that 
they might have been averted, cannot mow be prevented or re- 
dreſſed, ſtill I may hope that the very coincidence of the events, 
with his . prediCtions, may have ſome weight with us not to 
reject him unheard for the future; and for this reaſon, had he 
now bern at Hberty, I ſhould certainly have moved that he be 
admitted to the bar of the Houſe, and there be ſuffered to 
1 anything he may have it in command from Ged 
ob. 3 
1 Rut chat I may exhibit that unfeigned ſubmiſſion, which 
\'T moſtaffiredly feel towards the Exccutive' Government of the 
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and therefore I am utterly at a loſs to know if a paper ſo cir. 
cumſtanced, be admiſſible z to obviate, therefore, the cauſe of 
rejection, I have taken the liberty to bring with me a complete 
copy of Mr. Brothers's works, which I have had bound for my 
con uſe, and in which J have inferted,, with my own hand, a 
very great number of notes, elucidations, and ſimilar pafſages 
_ fromtheſcriptures;allof which Iconceive to be perfectly acceſſible 
to your table by the rules and forms of the Houſe; aſſuring you, 
Sir, that I ſhould not have preſumed to intrude any obſervations 
of mine on your notice, if any other mode (on the ſpur of the 
occaſion} had ſuggeſted itſelf to my mining 
Notwithſtanding, I venture with all humility to offer m 
opinion, that much labour of reference and compariſon (whic 
is not always a pleaſant taſæ) would be ſaved to thoſe Hon, 
Gentlemen who ſhould deem the whole worthy of their atten- | 
tion, by the pains I have taken in adjuſting and arranging the 
carious correſpondent paſſages z and with this view I beg leave 
_ to obſerve, that if my motion for laying the book on your table 
be granted, I ſhall then mov, that it be printed for the uſe of 
the Members.” | | ED W 
He concluded with moving, -< That the books of Richard 
Brothers, entitled a Revealed Knowledge, & c. be laid upon 
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Ar. Secretary Dundas gave notice, that he intended to move, 
that there ſhould be laid on the table, a recorded digeſt of the evi- 
dence brought forward by the Managers on the trial of Warren 
' Haſtings, Eſq. in order to be inſerted on the Journals of the 
Houſe. | 1 ; 2 
The report of the Committee of Supply was brought up. 
The reſolution, granting to his Majeſty a vote of credit of 
2, Foo, oool. was read and agreed to. s 
Sir Benjamin Hammet ſaid, that he underſtood. that he hae 
been ſummoned to attend the Houſe on Friday ſe'nnight, i 


ud 


order to account why he had deputed another to exerciſe, Þ 
privilege of franking. He had been himſelf extremely ind- 
| poſed at the time, and conceived that he had in 
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availing himſelf of his privilege, except what was ſtrictly au- 
thoriſed by the rules of the Houſe, {He here deſired the re- 
gulation with reſpect to franking to be read.) | 
Mr. Mainwaring ſuggeſted that as nothing more was re- 
quired than the attendance of the Hon. Member, and as he was 
now preſent, and had accounted why he had deputed to another 
his privilege of franking, the order of the Houſe for his 
attendance on Friday ſe'nnight ought to be diſcharged. _ 
General Tarleton (aid, that he truſted that in making his 
motion it would not be ſuppoſed that he was actuated in the 
ſmalleit degree by perſonal motives; he had acted only from a 
regard to the privileges of the Houſe, who had ſhewn a proper 
ſenſe of their own dignity in the readineſs with which they had 
adopted the motion. He could not, however, conſent to diſ- 
penſe with the attendance of the Hon. Gentleman, as the in- 
quiry which he had in view was ſtill in train, and he had but 
this day moved for a paper relative to the bulineſs. | 
The Order of the Day being read for the ſecond reading of 
the Bill to prevent the carrying off dead bodies from church- 
yards and other burying- places, it was oppoſed by Mr. Main- 
waring and Mr. M. A. Taylor, and ſupported by Sir John 
Frederick and Mr, Joddrell, &c. | 
Mr. M. A. Taylor moved that the Houſe be counted. 
There being only 34 Members preſent, the Houſe of conſe- 
quence adjourned, <= | 
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WakxEN HASTINGS, Eſij ſubſequent to the Cloſe of the 
Evidence on the part of the Proſecution, and 
on the part of the Defence, in the 
Court in Weſtminſter Hall : 


WITH AN ACCOUNT OF. 
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nouncing his Opinion on the Queſtion of GU or Nor 
GUILTY,” previous to Judgment being given on the 

Impeachment; the Proceedings in Weſtminſter Hall; | 
and the Acquittal of the Defendant, | 


fie ReporT of the COMMITTEE of LoRDs appointed by the Houſe 
immediately after the Evidence was cloſed, to ſearch the Journals 


for Precedents as to the Mode of giving JUDGMENT 
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Sadanund's, the Vizier's ten Lacks, 


the Dinagepore Money, Kelleram's | 
Preſent, and that obtained from 


Nobkiſſen 108 to 716 


The Speeches of the Earl of Mansficld, | 


the Earl of Caernarvon, and the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter, on the ſame 


| 116 to 123 | 
Lord Thurlow's Reply to the Lord 


Chancellor, on the Subject of the 
Preſents taken after that trom Sada. 


nund, with the Lord Chancellor'sand - 


Lord Thurlow's further Speeches, 
and thoſe of the Archbiſhop ot York, 
and Biſhep of Rocheſter 123 to 148 


Articles of Charges reſpecting Cox 


TRAETS, | AGENCIES, ALLow-- 


ANCES, and APPOINTMENTS 1.43 


Lord Thurlow's Argument on all theſe 


different Heads of Charge 148 to 173 


Biſhop of Rocheſter and Earl of Caer- 


nar von on Opium Conttact 
| 173, 174. 175 
Earl of Mansſield's and the Lord 
Chancellor's general Opinions on the 
Subjects of the Article 175, 176 


. C 


- . 


| Committee cloſed, and Report ordered 
RY | | Page 176 
RxyorT of CommrTTEE brought up 
by the Chairman, read over in the 
Houſe, and ordered to be taken into 
_Conlideration on a future Day 1. 
Conſideration of the Report by the 
Houſe þ 


0. 
Lord Walſingham's Speech 176 to 182 


Debate on the ſecond reading of the 
Reſolutions, and on the Queſtion to 
be put on the Report, between Lord 
Thurlow, the Lord Chancellor, the 
Earl of Caernarvon, and the Earl of 
Lauderdale, with the Diviſion 

5 232 to 189 

Mode of ſettling the Queſtions to be 
put to the Lords, in Weſtminſter 
Tall, on the Impeachment, adjuſted 
; 189 to 193 
The Queſtions as printed by the Houſe 
POTS 193 
Amendments made in them before 
proceeding to the Hall 195, 196 


| Form of giving judgment 2 Weſt- 


minſter Hall 196 
Acquittal oſ the Defendant 202 
Return to the Chamberof Parliament i, 
Liſt of Changes in the Peerage, &:. that 

have taken place pending the I rial 203 
Re port of the Committee appointed in 

the firſt Inſtance to ſearch for Pre- 

cedents reſpecting the Mode ot 

giving Judgment in Caſes of Im- 

peachment in Weſtminſter Hall 

Tos 206 to 227 


. SUp PLZ. 


| IMPEACHMENT = 


WARREN HASTINGS, ES o. 


HE firſt Tueſday in the preſent ſeſſion being appointed 
for taking further into conſideration the Impeachment _ 
of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. „ og ON 
Lord Grenville moved, on Tueſday the 6th of January, that 
the further conſideration of the proceedings ſhould be poſt- 


poned to Tueſday the 13th. 
einn Fane 14. | 
De Lord Chancellor obſerved, that the indiſpoſition of a 
Noble and Learned Lord ('Thurlow) induced him to propoſe 
to poſtpone the further conſideration of the Impeachment, 
until that Learned Lord, who, for ſo many years, and with 
ſo much honour to himſelf, had preſided: in their Lordſhips 
Court in Weſtminſter Hall, was able to attend in his place 
but that no time might be loſt, and that their Lordſhips 
might have the advantage of the fulleſt information on ſo 
important a ſubject, he would move, that a Committee be 
appointed to inſpect the Journals, and to report to their Lord- 
ſhips all that appeared, as to the mode of giving judgment on 
trials of high crimes and miſdemeanors. _ TEIN] 
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The Report * was preſented, and ordered to be taken into 
| conſideration on Thurſday the 26th of February.; + . | 


55 vide the Report at the end of the Supplement. | 
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the whole Houſe, where 
_ atid where every Lord would have an' op 
u 


WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, flow, 


= RE TavssDav, Feb, 26. | 
The Order of the Day being read for taking the Report of 


the Lords Committee into confideration, | 


Lord Thurlow roſe, and obferved that on an attentive con Gder- 
ation of the various precedents reported to their Lordſhips, it 


did not appear that any one of them came near the caſe now 


under their deliberation. The one that bore any thing like 2 
reſemblance to it, was the caſe of Lord Middleſex, who was 


- Impeached on a variety of articles, ſome of which containef 
different allegations. The Impeachment of Mr. Haſtings was 


in many points diſtinct from every other caſe that had been 


brought before a court of juſtice in Great Britain. The 
number of articles preſerred were twenty, each containing a 


333 of allegations: Of this number, the Commons 


d given no evidence upon fourteen, and upon very inconſi- 
derable parts of three more. So that, to ſp e accurately, 

it might be ſaid, that on four-fifths of the articles the Com- 
mons had given no evidence at all. It appeared, therefore, 
But an act of juſtice to the Defendamt, to acquit him, in the 


. 


- firſt inſtance, of fonr-ffths of the" matter ſtated in the articles. 


As to the articles on which the Commons had given evidence, 
it appeared to him to be impoſſible, either in juſtice to the 
Commons or to the Defendant, to put one queſtion only on 


_ each article, as had been the general practice; becauſe each 
article compriſed ſo many criminal facts, that, if there was 


any difference of opinion amongſt their 8 F ts it would be 
neceſſary to put a ſeparate queſtion upon each allegation. 
e What he one propofe, therefore; for the preſent, would 
be, that the Honſe fhould reſolve itſelf into a, Committee of 
where the matter might be fully diſcuſſed, 
n'opportuntty of delivering 
his ſentiments on every point, in the fulleſt manner. 
be Lord Chanctller concurred entirely in opinion with Lord 
Thuriow oh the motion. oo DE J 
The report was therefore referred to a Committee of the 
//) 
On being aſked by the Lord. Chancellor, what day he would 


propoſe to proceed, Lord Thurlow ſaid, he was ready at any 
time, having gone through the whole of the evidence with all 
: He care and attention of which he was capable; but, as ſome 


Noble Lords wiſhed a further time to refreſh their memories, 


He propoſed to proceed on the following Monday.— Which was 


agreed to. 


Mox- 


Menz] Hasrmos's IMPEACHMENT. 


Moxa, March 2. EE 
OO... BENARES CHARGE, N 
The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee, Lord . 
Thurlow roſe to open the mode of proceeding. ' He explain- 
ed at very conſiderable length his idea of the nature of the 
preſent trial. His Lordihip complained much of the looſe- 
neſs and inaccuracy with which the articles were drawn, con- 
taining many aſſertions. which were either palpably falſe, or 
groſsly abſurd, and which a very moderate application to the 
documents, of whichthoſe who ſupported the proſecution were- 
in poſſeſſion, would have convinced them could not be ſub- 
ſtantiated. . * 1 „„VVö»“V⸗—ʒ 
He was very far from wiſhing to throw an imputation on 
the managers for theſe inaccuracies, and {till leſs on the 
Houſe of Commons, who could not poſſibly be ſuppoſed to 
look at the minutiz of ſuch extenſive articles, comprehending 
in them all the important tranſactions of a great empire for 
the ſpace of thirteen years. The zeal of the agents who 
drew the articles had certainly outrun their diſcretion. The 
impeachment however might now be ſaid to reſt upon four 
points—breach of faith, oppreſſion and injuſtice, as in the 
two articles of Cheyt Sing and the Begum; corruption, as 
in the article of the preſents; and a wanton waſte of the pub- 
lic money for private purpoſes, as in the contracts, In con- 
ſidering the two firſt points, he conceived it would become 
their Lordſhips to reflect on the ſituation in which Mr. 
Haſtings was placed. Poſſeſſed of abſolute power, the queſtion 
would be, had he exerted that power for the public good, or 
had he on any occaſion been actuated by baſe or malicious mo- 
tives? If in the caſe of Cheyt Sing and the Begums, their 
Lordſhips ſhould be of opinion that he was neither malicious 
nor corrupt, the charges naturally-fell to the ground. It was 
the duty of Mr. Haſtings to preſerve the empire committed 
to his care, and in purſuit of that important object to adopt 
the meaſures belt adapted to attain his ee. 
Lord Thurlow faid, that the preamble to the articles was 
materially defective. It charged Mr. Haſtings as the author, 
and fixed upon him the ſole reſponſibility of all the acts re- 
cited in the twenty articles. - 'The preamble contained a falſe 
ſtatement of his fituation,. for the purpoſe of fixing reſpon- 
hbility upon him, for acts in ſome inſtances done by others; 
in ſome inſtances in which others participated : But as Mr. 
_ Haſtings was the only perſon impeached, the preamble ſup- 
poſed him to poſſeſs the ſole power in Bengal. Let from 1772 
{0 1774 he was the Preſident of a Council of thirteen; from 
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1774 to 1776, he was Preſident of a Council of five, and in. 


variably in a minority. From 1776 to the time of his de- 


parture in 1785, he ſometimes poſſeſſed that power which his 


+ caſting vote in Council gave him, and, on many important pub. 
lic occaſions, was over-ruled by a majority. By a precedent 


at that time? on the table it appeared that the Houſe, in the caſe 


of the Earl of Suffolk, had diſcharged ſeveral articles of his 
- impeachment, becauſe other Lords of the Council who were 


concerned. with him in-the matter contained in the articles, 


were not impeached. His Lordſhip again deſired to be un- 
- derſtood as laying no blame upon the Houſe of Commons for 


preferring articles, compriſing a ſpace of thirteen years, and 
including in them every act of importance done during that 


4 period in Bengal, civil, military, political, and financial. 


As to the mode of proceeding, it occurred to his Lordſhip, 
that the only way to do juſtice both to the Public and the De- 


fendant would be to take up the allegations in the articles one 


by one, if any difference of opinion ſhould exiſt. For in- 


- ſtance, if their Lordſhips were of opinion that the Commons 


had not made good any part of the Benares article, then a 


ſingle queſtion might decide it; but if any Noble Lord thought 
that ſome allegations were made out, and others not, it would 
be neceſſary to put a vote upon each, ſince, in point of fact, 

there were ſo many acts ſtated to be criminal, that the Benares 


charge did in truth contain a great number of articles, on each 
of which, if a difference of opinion exiſted, they muſt come 
to a ſeparate vote. | | 


De Lord. Chancellor concurred generally in what had fallen 


from the Noble and Learned Lord, but could not go quite ſo 


far as to ſay that Mr. Haſtings would be juſtified in any groſs | 
abuſe of the arbitrary power which he poſſeſſed, even though 


it ſhould be made clear that he was aQtuated neither by cor- 


rupt nor by malicious motives, Mr. Haſtings had great power 
lodged in his hands undoubtedly. He was reſponſible to his 
country for a proper aſe of that power; and however pure his 
intentions might have been, if he violated every principle of 
morality and juſtice, he ſhould not think that any public ex- 


igency ought to be pleaded as a juſtification” ” © © 
His Lordſhip fully concurred with Lord Thurlow in opi- 


nion, as to the looſeneſs and careleflneſs with which the articles 
were drawn, and the great length to which they ran. 'He alſo 
conceived: that the mode propoſed to be adopted by the Noble 
and Learned Lord was the moſt proper. 
© Lord Thurl:w ſaid, that as their Lordſhips ſeemed to be 


_ unanimouſly agreed to proceed point by point, he would begin 


could poſſibly. ariſe until they came to the demand 1 


with the Benares charge» And here he conceived no queſtion 


— 


the Bengal government for a war ſubſidy in the year 1778. 
This demand the Commons aſſert, though made apparently on 
public grounds, was in fact made to ſatisfy the preconceived 
malice of Mr. Haſtings, and was part of a regular plan laid 
down by Mr. Haſtings, to effect the total ruin of Cheyt Sing. 
Their, Lordſhips therefore muſt examine the queſtion of right, 
and they muſt look, which he confeſſed he had in vain, for 
the evidence to ſubſtantiate the charge of malice. If there 
was no proof of malice, the charge fell to the ground, unleſs 
the acts done by Mr. Haſtings were of ſuch a nature as to 
carry along with, them ample proofs of the malicious motives 
in which they originated. In reviewing this ſubject, he ſaw 
the moſt perfect conſiſtency in Mr. Haſtings's conduct through- 
out. He began by declaring his perfect conviction of the 
right of the Company to demand military aid. He appealed _ 
to the written inſtruments which he had executed on the tranſ- 
fer of the ſovereignty of Benares to the Engliſh, to prove we 
had not given up the right, and he properly reſented the 
Raja's diſobedience, Mr. Francis, profeſſing to entertain 
doubts as to the right, always concurred with Mr. Haſtings in 
making the demands, but drew back in the years 1778 and 
1779, on the Raja's delays in complying with thoſe demands. 
In 1780 indeed he fully concurred with Mr. Haſtings. Lord 
Thurlow obſerved that he ſhould have occaſion to recur to 
ſome paſſages in the written evidence, and therefore he would 
piropoſe to defer their deciſion until the following day. 
Alfter a few words from Lord Moira and Lord Caernarvon, 
on the nature of Zemindary tenures, the Committee reported 
progreſs, and were appointed to meet the following day. 


n 3 * * 
8 n 
I 
2 17 * 1 XV 57 C 

= 2% 4 by 
o E344 —_ . l 


. 
— EEC 
dy. -A © TY 
N . 
3 
re 
od 2 
N 


9 nn An 
— 
— — 


* SY 
EAXEES. os a3 he 
. 
8 n 
Kren 
* 
8 . e 


* 


bor, 


8 1 
7 r 2 RO _— WW 5 * ERIE —— nyo anthamenc) ave 
= * 8 F $4. Bo wh 2m es 
— 2 — 8 anne $447 8-0, Ihe * 
* ac Ota, — — * F 
: "* £8 2 2 83 
5 yrs ty —-— * _ n — JO 
14 2 0 [nr N e 
eee FFP 
28 r e 
2 ; — TOE ̃ ͤ v ̃] OED IE COR 8 


n 
> RES 
— 
CO Ne 

>. * 


"Mrs 
— 
— _— — 
—. 

Eg 00 I 
3 

» * "54K 


3 
Wenne 
— 

* 8 


— — =o 
Nr 2 
1 „ 
* r 
3 e 


— 


1 | | ToEs pay, March 3. 3 
The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee, the 
Clerk proceeded to read from the evidence given on the pro- 
ſecution and the defence, the ſeveral letters and conſultations 
that had a reference to the demands made in the years 1778, 
1779, 1780, the demand of cavalry, and ſome other points, 
which Lord Caernarvon defired might be read. From the 
number of books which were to be referred to, the managers 
having omitted material paſſages neceſſary to the clear under- 
ſtanding of the ſubject, which were to be made up by a 
reference to the evidence given in defence; near three hours 
were employed in reading evidence, when . 


Lord Thurlow roſe and ſaid, he was exceedingly ſorry indeed 
that he had undefignedly been the cauſe of fo much of their 


-* 


6 Voovpralies PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Loans 
_ Lordſhips time having been conſumed, and fo little to their 
 edification. If he had not believed that leſs than half an hour 
would have anſwered for all he wanted, he would have truſted 
to his own notes, which he now found were perfectly accurate, 
All he could aſſure their Lordſhips was, that he would not 
bring them into ſuch a dilemma again | 
The Karl of Cacrnarvon defired it might be underſtood, that 
he had not propoſed the reading of evidence; but finding the 
Clerk employed, he had deſired him to read ſome additional 
paſſages, which in his view of the ſubject appeared to be 
j 5 R 
Lord Thurloxw ſaid, he took the whole blame to himſelf, 
and would avoid ſuch an error in future. He affured their 
Lordſhips, that when they met again, he would do what he 
was confident every other Noble Lord would do alfo : He 
would refer to every tittle of evidence that applied to the 
article before their Lordſhips; but if by any chance he miſſed 
any point, which if he did, it muſt be by mere accident, for 
he had attentively read and conſidered the whole, any Noble 
Lord would ras the defect of his memory, by referring to 
the evidence itſelf; and the ſame rule would obtain with 
every other Noble Lord. VC 
5 e Committee then adjourned to Thurſday the 5th of 


5 Tons pAr, March . . 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee to conſider 
further of the charges of the Impeachment againſt Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq. and after a pauſe of ſome minutes 
Lord Moira roſe, and ſaid, if no other Noble Lord would 
eondeſcend to begin the diſcuſſion of the day, he would take the 
liberty of opening it, not conceiving that the circumſtance of 
his not having been able to attend the Committee before that 
day, precluded him from giving his opinion on any part of 
the proceedings, as he had been preſent pretty regularly on 
the days of trial in Weſtminſter Hall. His Lordſhip ſaid, he 
would not make a motion, but would ſtate two propoſitions, 
leaving it to their Lordſhips to form any queſtion out of them 
that they ſhould think proper to ſubmit to a vote. 
His firſt propoſition, which for the ſake of convenience he 
would put negatively, would be to this purport : 
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% That the government of Bengal had no right to exact a 


tribute from Cheyt Sing. | en ION 
If this queſtion was decided affirmatively, it would put an 
end to further diſcuſſion ; if it were negatived, 1 ol] | 
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Marci 5.  HASTINGY'S IMPEACHMENT. - We” 
then ſtate as a propoſition naturally reſulting from the negative 
of the former 0 . 
„ That the government of Bengal had regularly exerciſed 
their right of 8 in exacting tribute from Cheyt Sing.“ 
Lord Moira ſaid, that he certainly intended to vote againſt 
his own motion, becauſe he was perfectly convinced that the 
Bengal government bad a right to demand military aid from 
Cheyt Sing, in time of war, and that Mr. Haſtings would 
have neglected his duty if he had not demanded it. He was 
equally convinced, that in making the ſeveral demands, Mr. 
Haſtings was not actuated by malice, but by a ſenſe of public 
duty. He was not ſo fixed in his opinion as to the mode of 
_ proceeding, as not to be perfectly willing to adopt any other 
motion that might be made, which would equally conduce to 
- bring the merits of the cafe into diſcuſſion. * DE 
Fb, Earl of Caernarvon obſerved, that previous to any diſ- 
cuſſion of the mode of proceeding into the examination of the 
various allegations, he conceived it would well become the 
dignity and the honour of their Lordſhips, to ſettle what Lords 
had, and what Lords had not a right to vote. He ſaw new 
faces in the Committee every day; but it would be to the eter- 
nal diſgrace of their Lordſhips, if Lords who had not attended 
ſhould ultimately vote in Weſtminſter Hall. His Lordſhip ob- 
 jeQted to the motions of Lord Moira, and preferred the mode 
of taking the criminal allegations ſeparately. 5 
_ The Earl of Moira ſaid in reply, that he was ſure the Noble 
Earl did not allude to him as amongſt the Lords who had not 
attended; for except to ſome part of the reply in the laſt year, 
he had attended the trial very regularly. On this article, how- 
ever, his Lordſhip ſdid, the evidence brought by the proſecu- 
ion had ſo completely acquitted Mr. Haſtings of all degree of 
dlame, and had ſo eſtabliſhed his merits, that he for one would 
| have been ready to acquit Mr. Haſtings, had he not heard one 
word in his defence. As to his motions, their Lordſhips would 
recolleQ he had not made them, but merely ſtated them as pro- 
poſitions. He was ready to withdraw them, and to give way 
to any Noble Lord who might propole any other method of 
arguing and diſcuſſing the merits of the cafe. 
The Karl of Coventry ſaid, that though perfectly agreeing 
with the Noble Earl, that it would be in the higheſt degree 
Indecent for Lords to vote who had not attended, he knew not 
how they could draw the line. . | f | | 
The Earl of Mansfield expreſſed the ſame ſentiments. To 
himſelf the obſervation of the Noble Earl could not apply, for 
it had happened, by moſt extraordinary good fortune, as he 
5 %%%» might 


, 
1 
4 
A 

F 
* 


* kf 
. 
* 
£ 
4+ 4 
{588 
: = 
mw 
1 
N 5 
* 
a L 
: 2 
» Ws 
4 os 
=_ 
'2 6&8 

4 2. 

1 

* 
+ 
+ £38 

BY . 

_ 
1 '$ 
1 
13 
. © il 
XJ 
1 

© v8 
= 8 
4 
"F 

N 5 
2 ” 

= 7 " 
) 

r * 
bs 1 
31 1 
75 + 

. * 
bY o 
* 
1 
24 
Fi 
1 „ 
7 i. 
+88 
1 
Y : 
: 
. 
+ 
1 
4 > 
L #: 
* * 
1 
1 
_ 
LS = 
+ 
1 
1 
# 
. 7 
. X 
1 BN o 
+> LV 
LY 
* 
DES * 
> 
: 6 
= 
. 
+ 
47S 
. 44 
+ 2 
* 
1 
1 
4 F 
© } {ei 
+ FI 
by : 
1 
F 
; . 
1 Hi 
* Ls 
bs. 
5 
1 2B 
k 
> '# 
0. 
8 > 
LY 
+ LY 
-* 
= 
_ 
Is * 
: * 
++, BY 
73 8 
. 
7 8 
IF 
+: 
» Lf 
£9 
F 
* 
fa 
bs 1 
©. xi 
> 
[# 1 
=: 
* a 
+74 
5 
1 
1 
5 
_ 
$8 
4 . 
SY 
| 4 
5 4x q 
i 
5 
> 
"7 
2 
' 2 
£3 
= z* 
1 1 
vy 1 
þ . 
F 1 
7 ' 
| 
h 
2 
- m3 
BY 
I 
. 


had not been abſent more than ſeven hours. 


credit of Government that nothing like party or in 


8  .WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Lon, 


7 he Marquis of -Lanſdown ſtrongly contended that it was the 
right of every Noble Lord, even thoſe created in the preſent 
ſeſſions, to vote if they pleaſed, becauſe the Houſe had not the 


power to draw the line, nor to abridge the privileges of any 


one of their Lordſhips. But when he admitted the right, he 
would add, God forbid that in a ſingle inſtance he ſhould ſee 


the right exerciſed. . Indeed there was tio danger. He con- 


gratulated their Lordſhips on the grave, folemn, and judicial 
manner in which they were proceeding. It was zun to the 

| | Otnl uence ap- 
peared. A trial which had laſted ſeven years, and had attracted 


the attention and the wonder of the world, would now be de- 


termined by the fixed rules of law and juſtice. As to the 


Benares article, he had attended it during the proſecution, and 
was ready, like the Noble Lord (Moira), on that partial ſtate- 
ment of the caſe, to vote for the acquittal of Mr: Haſtings, if he 
were to vote at all, which he certainly did not mean to do, 


having been moſt unwillingly compelled to diſcontinue his at- 


- tendance by the ſtate of his health, after the firſt two and twenty 


days of the trial. He had, however, read all the proceedings, 


and had certainly formed a clear and decided opinion upon the 


caſe. He ſhould deem it his duty to attend the Committee, 


and to offer his ſentiments from time to time if he thought it 
neceſſary. „ e 


T he Earl of Caernarvon roſe again, and faid he was not con- 
vinced by any thing which had fallen from Noble Lords, that 
the Houſe had not a right to determine what Lords ſhould and 
ſhould not vote: He claimed it in juſtice to Mr. Haſtings; 


8 juſtice to their Lordſhips, ſome of whom might eventually 


at a future period be in his ſituation; and it appeared to him 


to be a moſt monſtrous idea, abhorrent to every principle of 


the law of England, that judges who had not heard, ſhould 
determine a criminal cauſe, _ N | | 


Tord Thurlxw roſe, and though perfectly concurring in ſe- 
timents with the Noble Earl, as he believed every Lord pre- 


ſent did, yet gave it as his opinion, that every Lord muſt draw 
the line for himſelf; his own conſcience and his own ſenſe of 
honour muſt determine how many days attendance entitled 
him to vote: If their Lordſhips thought they might controul the 
Court; the mode muſt be, to appoint. a Committee, to examine 
what days the ſeveral Lords had attended, and then to deter- 
mine how many days attendance entitled a Lord to vote. His 

own ſituation for the firſt five years of this trial, this 1 5 


* 
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ſaid, had made his attendance indiſpenſible. He certainly 
had flackened in his attendance the two laſt years, and if on 
that account he were to be excluded, it would fave him a good 
deal of trouble; and had he earlier known of ſuch a reſolution, 
it would have ſaved him much more; fince he had been em- 
ployed diligently for ſome months in going through an im- 
menſe quantity of rubbiſh and traſh, in the midſt of which 
was diſperſed the very little evidence which was of conſequence 
in this cauſe. The Noble Lord who propoſed the motions 
was willing not to make them; and he, for his part, was ſo 
perfectly indifferent as to the mode in which the matter was 
diſcuſſed, that the different manner of bringing it forward, 
was not, in his opinion, worth the half hour that had 
been loſt in debating it. For the ſake however, of coming to 
ſome point, he would move that * the Bengal government had 
a right to demand military aid from Cheyt Sing.” =o 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he had but one objection to that 
motion, which was, that it did not go to the whole extent of 
the charge, and conſequently would prove nugatory; becauſe, 
ſuppoſing the right to be admitted and eſtabliſhed, it would 
ſtill remain a queſtion, whether that right had been reaſonably, 
expediently, and wiſely. exerciſed. His Lordſhip detailed 
and reviewed all the circumſtances under which the ſubſidy 
had been claimed and received in 1778 and 1779; and ſaid, he 
was ready to admit, that the Commons had not made good 
their charge in reſpect to thoſe two years; with regard to them 
therefore, Mr. Haſtings muſt ſtand acquitted. - But the con- 
duct of the Governor General in relation to the tranſactions 
with Cheyt Sing, in the year 1780, appeared to him to ſtand 
in a different point of view, and to call for other conſiderations. 
To ſay the leaſt of that conduct on the part of Mr. Haſtings, 
it merited a certain degree of blame; but how far it might riſe 
up to a high crime and miſdemeanour, would depend on other 
and future proceedings of the Governor General, that yet re- 
mained to be diſcuſſed. His Lordſhip explained the ground 
on which he reſted this obſervation, to be the fact of Mr. 
Haſtings having, in the year 1780, received a preſent of two 
lack of rupees, and having altogether ſuppreſſed that cireum- 
Rance from his council, when they were about to make a fur- 
ther claim of five lack from Cheyt Sing, as the war ſubſidy, 
Lord Thurlow begged to know; what queſtion they ſhould 
agree to decide upon. He declared, he was perfectly in- 
_ different as to the form of the queſtion, provided it was clear 
 milintelligible. ' He by no means wiſhed that they ſhould. 
come to any decifion in the Committee, which would either 
, preclude or affect the full exerciſe of every Noble Lord's 
Vo“. II. 8 rl. 3 | judg- 
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10  WOODFALL'S PARLEAMENTARY REPORTS, | [Lenny 
judgment, when, after repeated 'diſcuſhon of the charges, 
allegation by allegation, they ſhould arrive at the ſtage of 
the buſineſs, when they ſhould have to conſider what {ſhould 


be the queſtion to be put to each Noble Lord-in Weſtminſter 


Hall. N py 8 

The Lord Chancellor coincided with the Noble Lord, and 
further explained himſ elt. 

Lord Thurlow replied very ſhortly; and it was agreed to tale 
a queſtion on each ſpecific fact criminally alleged in the 
charges, excepting only where they were fo blended as to con- 


, ſtitute collectively one head of charge. 


De Chairman of the Committee (Lord Walſingham) then 
read the queſtion in the following form: „ That the Com- 


mons had made good their charge in reſpect to The tribute 


claimed and received from Cheyt Sing, the Raja of Benarcs, 
The Larl of Radnor ſaid, he did not mean to detain the Com- 
mittee from the queſtion : He rofe merely to ſuggeſt the inſertion 


of a few words by way of amendment, 'viz. after the word 
„that,“ to inſert the words, * It be the queſtion in Weſtmin- 
ſter Hall, that“ His Lordſhip in an under tone of voice 


ſtated the reaſons which induced him to offer this amend- 
ment. | 0 . . 
The Earl of Caernur von ſaid, he underſtood that it was on all 
hands agreed that any queſtion put and decided upon in the 
Committee, with regard to particular facts and allegations in 
the charges, was not to interfere with or affect the queſtion or 


queſtions that were to be put ultimately to Noble Lords in 
Weſtminſter Hall; that ultimate queſtion was to remain un- 


touched for the preſent and fully open to future free diſcuſſion, 


after the Committee had gone through all the parts of the 


various clauſes ſeparately. 


Lord Thurlow declared that to have been preciſely his - 


meaning. His Lordſhip ſpoke of the great importance of the 


proceeding, the reſpect due to the Commons who had ſent up 
the Impeachment, and thence inferred the propriety of ſub- 
jecting the charges and the evidence, in part and in the whole, 
to frequent ſolemn and deliberate diſcuſſion. 


The Karl of Radnor ſaid he muſt ſtill perſiſt to move his 


amendment. 2 


That queſtion was then put, That the words of the amend- 


ment ſtand part of the motion,” when the Chairman declared 


the Not-contents had it. 55 „ 
The queſtion was then put on the original motion, and the 
The Committee adjourned to the next day. 


3 FRI DAU, 
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FRIDAY, March 6. 


Their Lordſhips having reſolved themſelves into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, proceeded to the further confider- 
ation of the charges preferred by the Commons, as conſtituting 
the articles of Impeachment againſt Mr. Haſtings, the evidence 
adduced in ſupport of the charges, and the proceedings on the 
trial. „ | ; | 

The Lord Chancellor opened the diſcuſſion of the day by a 
maſterly difplay of all the facts relative to that part of the firſt 
article of charge which related to the conduèt of Mr. Haſtings, 
in reſpect to his having taken two lack of rupees as a perſonal 

preſent to himſelf from Cheyt Sing, in the year 1780, and in 

the ſame year demanded a tribute of five lack, together with 
the demand of the cavalry, and all the ſubſequent tranſactions, 
including the correſpondence between Cheyt Sing and the Go- 
vernor General, the proceeding to arreſt Cheyt Sing, and the 
_ conſequences that followed. His Lordſhip compared the evi- 
dence with the facts, as he argued upon each, and declared he 
reſted upon no fact which had not been either fully eſtabliſhed 
by written or parole evidence, or admitted by Mr. Haſtings 
himſelf in his defence, delivered in by him to the Houſe of 
Commons. He read the ſeveral letters in queſtion, treated 
fully of the negotiation with Mr. Haſtings at Calcutta, carried 
on through the medium of the Raja's Buxzy, in order to get 
the war ſubſidy remitted z and after having minutely detailed 
every circumſtance of that part of the Benares charge, which 
referred to the before-mentioned events, and contending that 
collectively they clearly and undeniably conveyed much impu- 
tation of blame on the Governor General, his Lordſhip ad- 
verted to two other material points, which muſt neceffarily 

weigh conſiderably with their Lordſhips in preparing and mak- 

ing up their minds- to the general judgment that would ulti- 

mately come to be conſidered, viz. the motives that influenced 

Mr. Haſtings, and the principles of government on which he 
avowedly ated in the courſe of that conduct which it had 

been his buſineſs that day to review. 

A man's motives, his Lordſhip faid, was the laſt matter for 
him to inquire into, or to decide upon, becauſe in general they 
were inſerutable, being known only to himſelf and to the Al- 
mighty; but when a man, ſo far from attempting to conceal or 
| Gifl:mble his motives, aſſigned them himtelf,” and declared 
openly that thoſe were the motives on which he profeſſed to 
act, and did actually proceed, it was impoſſible not to believe 
him, and not only fair and warrantable, but neceſſary, to conſi- 
der and to trrat them as the motives of his conduct. Mr. 
Haſtings had declared in his defence given in to the Com- 

| 2 FD. 3 --: mons, 
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mons, and it appeared in various parts of the evidence re- 
ſerring to the particular ſubject under conſideration, and to 
other charges, that he acted from motives of perſonal reſent- 
ment to Cheyt Sing, and meant to puniſh him for an affront 
to himſelf. With regard to the principles of government 
laid down by Mr. Haſtings,gt clearly was his principle to con- 
fider himſelf as an abſent ſovereign,” and to conceive that 
he had, as ſuch, a right to exact from tributary and dependent 
Princes, all their grain, and all their revenues, in moments of 
danger and exigency to the exiſting government of the country, 
This was, his Lordſhip ſaid, a moſt abominable principle of go- 
vernment, a principle that a Britiſh Houſe of Parliament ſhould 
never liſten to with patience ; and yet it was evident that Mr. 
Haſtings not only acted upon it, but recommended it to Lord 
Macartney, as a principle to be exerciſed by the Britiſh go- 
vernment in Madras, and in every part of India, during a war 
with Hyder Ally, or any powerful Prince in the country, 
Having expatiated on this point, and ſtated the difference be- 
- tween an abſolute Sovereign, and a Governor of a diſtant 
territory belonging to Great Britain; he expreſſed himſelf 
happy in ther recollection that every miniſter was reſponſible 
for his conduct to that Houſe, whether he aQed under the 
orders of his Majeſty or the Eaſt India Company; and viewing 
the four ſeveral clauſes in the light which he did, he conceived 
they amounted to that which the Commons had charged, a 
high crime and miſdemeanour. He ſhould therefore conclude 
by moving that the Commons had made good the firſt article 
relative to the ſubſidy of 1780; the demand of cavalry; and the 
injuſtice of Mr. Haſtings, in falſely accuſing Cheyt Sing of 
being unpunQuual in the payment of his kiſts, and the arreſt 
for the purpoſe of ſining him forty or fifty lack of rupees. 
Lerd Thurlwv ſaid, he was forry to find that the Noble and 
Learned Lord had departed from the rule, which he had con- 
ceived to have been agreed on, to proceed with the parts of the 
charges ſeparately, and to come to a queſtion upon each one 
after the other. The Noble and Learned Lord had blended 
under one queſtion, various parts of the ſame charge, amounting 
collectively to the moſt groſs part of the charge, and called 
for their Lordſhips deciſion upon it, which might tend to 
puzzle the Committee, and confound their judgments. He 
proceeded minutely to detail the different tranſactions of the 
- ſubject ſelected by the Noble and Learned Lord, and to argue 
upon the manner and circumſtances which characterized and 
ſtood connected with each individually. He explained the 
grounds of the offer of the two lack to- Mr. Haſtings as © 
perſonal preſent, which Mr. Haſtings had refuſed in the firſt 
inſtance; he then ſtated the intervening circumſtances Mn _ 
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Mancn 4 HASTINOS'S IMPEACHMENT, - 1 
induced him to accept the two lack afterwards, his conduct 
thereupon, when he ordered it to be paid to Mr. Larkins, and 
directed Mr. Larkins to place it to the Company's account, 
and went next to the diſcuſhon of the demand, and taking of 
the five lack, which were claimed, and taken alſo in the year 
1780. The claim of the war ſubſidy, his Lordſhip ſaid, had 

| been aſſented to by the Council, when firſt ſtated to them by 
Mr. Haſtings, as a meaſure neceſſary to be adopted, and had 
been in conſequence actually applied to the Ways and Means 
of the year in ſupply of the current ſervices. Lord Thur- 
low ſaid, that he truſted- the Learned Lord would on further 
conſideration be induced not to depart from the line which 
had been adopted for their proceedings, after much and 
mature deliberation, and adopted, as he had conceived, with 
the unanimous approbation of their Lordſhips. The Commons 
charged four acts of Mr. Haſtings as four ſeparate crimes—the 
demand of the war ſubſidy of 1780; the demand of cavalry; 

the falſe accuſation of Cheyt Sing, for unpunctuality in the pay- 
ment of the kiſts; the correſpondence with and arreſt of Cheyt 
Sing. It was abſolutely impoſſible therefore for their Lordſhips, 

if there was a difference of opinion amongſt them, to put a ſingle 
queſtion on theſe four criminal allegations, - He ſhou!d there- 
fore propoſe to put a ſeparate queſtion upon each. He could 
not however forbear to take ſome notice of the Noble and 

| Learned Lord's allufion to a letter written by Mr. Haſtings to 

Lord Macartney in the month of July 1781, and introduced 
by the Managers in their reply, upon grounds totally different 

from thoſe to which the Noble and Learned Lord applied the 

letter. But as he had alluded to it, Lord Thurlow faid he 
would ſtate the circumſtances which gave riſe to the tetter, 
then he would ftate the ſubſtance of the letter itſelf, and he 
was confident that every Noble Lord preſent would feel the 
conduct of Mr. Haſtings to be completely juſtifiable, and 
highly Jaudable in every point of view. Their Lordſhips all re- 
collected that in September 1780, Hyder Ally, after having cut 

_ off the flower of our army, over-ran the Carnatic with ſixty 
thouſand horſe, and for many months after that unfortunate 

event, it was a point of extreme doubt whether we could pre- 
ſerve any footing on the coaſt of Coromandel, notwithſtanding 

the great exertions of Mr. Haſtings for its ſupport. © Under 

_ theſe circumſtances the Governor who preceded Lord Mac- 
artney wrote to Mr. Haſtings, that the Raja or Poligar of 
Tanjore had refuſed a ſupply of grain to our army, for which 
the Preſident had written a letter to him expreſſive of his diſ- 
pleaſure, Speaking of this tranſaction to Lord Macartney, 

ho had ſucceeded to the government but the month before, 

Mr. Haſtings expreſſes his aſtoniſhment that ſuch language 
ES e OL „ 
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- ſhould be borne at a ſeaſon of ſuch diſtreſs. He tells Lord 


Macartney, that while the {tate of which Tanjore is a ſubject, 
is in ſuch extreme danger and diſtreſs, he conceives the Madras 


government has a right to demand from the Raja every aid which - 
the country can afford; that while the ſervice, in the preſent de- 
ſperate condition of it, ſhall laſt, he would not leave the Raja a 
grain of rice in his granaries, or a rupee in his treaſury, beyond 


what is neceſfary for his perſonal ſubſiſtence. Lord Thurlow 


aid, he was confident there was hot one of their Lordſhips that 
would nor applaud the good fenſe and the ſpirit of this letter, 
provided he conſidered the actual firuation of our affairs in 


the Carnatic at the time the letter was written. Mr. Haſtings, 


he ſaid, had been called a tyrant; he was fo indeed, if it was 
a mark of tyranny to exert every nerve for the preſervation of 


the empire committed to his charge, at a moment when every 
exertion was neceflary to repel the danger which ſurrounded. 


us. With regard to Mr. Haſtings's principle of government 


as an abſolute ſovereign, it was no more than the adoption of 
what was laid down by that great writer Monteſquieu, who 
ſaid in ſo many words, © that the right of an abfolute ſove- 
reign is every thing; the right of the people under him as 


nothing.“ His Lordſhip ſaid he ſhould conclude, and would 


hereafter move that the Commons had made good the firſt 


article, ſo far as it related to the war ſubſidy of 1780. — 


The Earl of Coventry fully concurred with Lord Thurlow, 
and ſaid, the demand of 1780 was preciſely fimilar to the two 
demands of 1778 and 1779, on which the Commons had put 
ſeparate queſtions. He alſo obſerved that the two lack pre- 
ſented to Mr. Haſtings in 1780 was never conſidered by the 
Raja Cheyt Sing, as in part payment of the five Jack after- 


wards demanded, _ | 


The Farl of Caernarvon ftrenuoufly contended, that the 
motives of Mr. Haſtings were avowedly thoſe of reſentment 
and perſonal malice. He referred to paſſages in the defence 
of Mr. Haſtings to prove this aſſertion. With regard to what 
the Noble and Learned Lord had faid of Monteſquieu having 
laid it down, © that the right of an arbitrary Prince was 
every thing; the rights of the people nothing;“ Monte- 
ſquieu, he ſaid, did not lay it down as a principle of go- 
vernment, but -only obſerved, that the conduct of arbitrary. 
governments had amounted to that, and had been ſuch in ef- 
fect. Be reprobated Mr. Haſtings's treatment of Cheyt Sing 
all through, and aſked, what was to be ſaid of a man, who 


himſelf declared he did not treat Cheyt Sing as a Britiſh Go 


vernor would have treated a dependent on a Britiſh govern- 


ment, but as Sujah Dowlah would have treated one of his de- 
pendents? His Lordſhip expatiated on Mr, Haſtings's raking 
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the preſent, which, he contended, according to its amount, 
leflened the means of Cheyt Sing to pay the five lack ſub- 
ſequently demanded. Nor had Mr. Haſtings treated thoſe 
who were his dependents, politically conſidered, with that in- 
juſtice only; he had treated his ally, the Nabob of Arcot, in the 
ſame manner, as was evident from his inſtructions to the Pre- 
ſident of Fort St. George. | CV 
Lord Thurlotv ſaid, acroſs the table, Lord Cornwallis had 
thought it right to purſue that line of conduct in a moment of 
ſimilar exigency. | | | | 
Lord Caernarven roſe again, and faid, that by ſeizing the go- 
vernment and revenues of Arcot and Tanjore, Lord Corn- 
wallis had committed a greater act of vrolence and oppreſſion 
than any which Mr. Haſtings was accuſed of having committed. 
— == Lord Chancellor ſaid he had no objeCtion to withdraw 
his propoſed motion for the purpoſe 8 ſubſtituting Lord 
Thurlow's in its place. | FD Th ; 
Lord Sydney ſaid, he wiſhed the facts criminally alleged to 
be kept diſtinEtly in the conſideration of their Lordſhips, 
but he confeſſed, he roſe principally in defence of his Noble 
Friend (Lord Cornwallis), for whom he profeſſed to entertain 
the moſt proſound reſpect. He truſted their Lordſhips would 
recolleCt that they were then determining upon the Impeach- 
ment of Mr. Haſtings. Lord Cornwallis was not before them 
and therefore he hoped from the candour of the Noble Earl, 
that he would offer ſome explanation of his expreſſions. When 
ever a regular charge ſhould be brought againſt his Noble 
Friend, he had no doubt but the Noble Marquis would acquit 
himſelf of every ſhadow of imputation in a manner perfectly 
ſatisfactory to their Lordſhips, and highly honourable to him- 
telf, His Lordſhip ſaid, he fo fully concurred in ſentiments 
with the Noble and Learned Lord ( Thurlow), that he ſhould 
have given a ſilent vote on his motion if he had not been 
called up by what fell from the Noble Earl. 
The Earl of Caernarvon ſaid in reply, that it was far from 
his intention to throw any reflection upon the character and 
conduct of the Noble Marquis, of whoſe merits, talents, and 
_ virtues, no Noble Lord had a higher opinion than himſelf. 
He had no doubt but that the Noble Marquis would be able 
to aſhgn very good reaſons for having ſeized the revenues of 
the Carnatic and Tanjore during the war with Tippoo, in vio- 
lation of treaties recently made. All he ſpoke to was the cir- 
cumſtance as it appeared by the papers laid before their Lord- 
lips ſome years, ago, but without any explanation from the 
Noble Marquis. He had not a conception of calling upon 
chat great character for that explanation, which, if he was called 
upon for, he was confident he would be able moſt fully to give. 
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The queſtion was then put on Lord Thurlow's. motion, and 


negatived—the Not-contents being declared to have it. 


| | 2 _ Monvpar, March 9. | „„ 
The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee, 
Lord Thurlow roſe, to open the nature of the evidence in 
the charge, relative to the demand of cavalry from Cheyt Sing, 


in the month of November 19780. - 


The charge, he ſaid, ſtated, that with a further view to haraſs, 


oppreſs, and ruin Cheyt Sing, Mr. Haſtings did, in November 


1780, move a reſolution, that Cheyt Sing ſhould furniſh ſuch 
cavalry as he could ſpare ; that under colour of ſuch reſolution, 
he firſt peremptorily and arbitrarily demanded two thouſand 
cavalry, then ſome leſſer number, without offering to pay for 
them, though the Raja was not bound to keep up any cavalry, 


and though he was to be paid for whatever number he kept 
up. | - | | 


His Lordſhip ſaid, that he would endeavour as diſtinctly as 
he could, to ſtate the evidence before the Court, which applied 
to this ſubject: In the firſt place, it was clear that there was 
no engagement by which Cheyt Sing was 'obliged to keep up 
any cavalry at all, or by which the Company were bound to 


. Pay him for any cavalry, which they might at any time require 


from him. The ſimple queſtion here was this: Was Cheyt 
Sing, by the tenure under which he held, bound, in time of 


war, to furniſh'to the aid of his ſovereign, ſuch cavalry as 


could be ſpared from the immediate wants of his Zemindary ! 


On this point, his Lordſhip ſaid he could have no doubt. It 


was in proof that Sujah Dowlah, while he was his ſovereign, 


had called upon him for a body of cavalry, which he did 


furniſh, and it was abſurd fo ſuppoſe ſuch an -imperinm in 


impewo to exiſt, as ſhould preclude a ſovereign from calling 
upon a ſubject for troops in times of war and exigency. 


The next queſtion then would be id ſuch an emergency 


_ exiſt — November 1780, as juſtified the application to Chet 
Sing?“ | ; ; | 


Here, his Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould again have reaſon to 


lament the exceſſive careleſſneſs with which the agents em- 
ployed by the Houſe of Commons had drawn the articles, and 


the little attention they had ſhewn to the evidence that had a | 


By taking all that appeared on the ſubje& on the evidence 


for the proſecution, and on the defence, their Lordſhips would 


fee that in September 1780, Mr. Haſtings and his Council 


receive 


Masen g.] HASTINGS'S IMPEACHMENT, *' - ty 
received intelligence of a moſt alarming nature from Madras. 
Hyder had entered the | Carnatic, had deſtroyed - Colonel 
Baillie's army, and had driven Sir Hector Munro to the walls 
of Fort St. George. Sir Edward Hughes had informed Mr. 
Haſtings alſo, of his having received undoubted intelligence 
that ſeven ſail of the line, and ſeven thouſand land forces, had 
left France, and were intended to co-operate with our enemies 
in India. At this period alſo, thirty thouſand Maratta horſe 
were encamped on the weſtern frontier of Bengal : An invaſion 
of Bahar by the Marattas was alſo expected. The Nizam 
rofeſſed hoſtility z Nuzeph Cawn threatened Oude; Madajee . 
&-ndia's forces, Corah and Allahabad ; and General Goddard 
was oppoſed by the power of Poona in Guzzerat. A more 
formidable league was never formed for the deſtruction of a 
ſingle ſtate at any period of time. Their Lordſhips, by a re- 
ference to the evidence, would obſerve the general diſmay which- 
prevailed in Calcutta at this momentous period. It was for- 
tunate indeed that a man at that time preſided in the public 
councils who poſſeſſed ſpirit, judgment, and decifion : Not 
that he meant to throw any refleCtions upon the Gentlemen 
who differed from him in opinion; the ſeaſon was ſo awful, 
that nothing was more natural than for men to entertain dif- 
ſerent ſentiments, as to the beſt mode of averting ſuch mul- 
tiplied dangers. Mr. Haſtings propoſed various meaſures: 
That a very conſiderable body of troops ſhould be ſent to 
Madras, a very conſiderable ſupply of treaſure, and- that Sir 
Eyre Coote ſhould be requeſted © to take the command of an 
army, naturally diſpirited by its heavy loſſes, on an idea per- 
fectly well founded, that his preſence would give ſpirits to all 
ranks upon the Coaſt. e : | 
T0 all theſe propofitions, except to the motion reſpecting 
the Commander in Chief, Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler object- 
ed; on the ground that Bengal was their firſt object, that the 
danger was at their door, and conſequently that they could 
ſpare no troops, and but half the ſupply of treaſure which Mr. 
Haſtings had propoſed to ſend to Madras. Sir Eyre Coote 
concurred with Mr. Haſtings, and the caſting vote of the 
Governor General preſerved India to Great Britain. Ata 
ſecond conſultation, on the 25th September 1780, Sir Eyre 
Coote gave in a plan for the defence of Bengal and Qude, - 
which he had drawn out at the defire of the Board, Their 
Lordſhips would recollect that a conſiderable part of the Ben- 
galarmy was then under orders to proceed to Madras : In the 
diſpoſition therefore of the remaining force, it was neceſſary 
to form encampments where the attacks were moſt likely to be 
expected; and as an invaſion of the province of Bahar was 
| highly probable, Sir Eyre Coote propoſed to ſtation a large 
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body of infantry in- that province, together with two regiment; 
of horſe, and one thouſand or as many of Cheyt Sing's cavalry as 
they could procure. This was the origin of the demand of 


- cavalry from Cheyt Sing, and their Lordſhips would determine 


with what propriety Mr, Haſtings could be charged as the ſole 


author of the meaſure. , _ 1 : 
fir Eyre Coote, as appeared by the evidence, embarked for 
Madras in October, and on the ad of November, in reading 


à letter from General Stibbert, relative to the want of cavalry 


on the northern frontier, the Board order an application for a 
_ ſupply, and at the ſame time Mr. Haſtings is requeſted to 
write to Cheyt Sing for ſuch cavalry as he can ſpare. It did 
not appear by the proceedings that the motion was made by 


Mr. Haſtings. Having brought the hiſtory of the cavalry, 


with all its concomitant circumſtances, down to the period of 
the demand, he would now, his Lordſhip ſaid, examine the 
conduct of Cheyt Sing on the occaſion z and their Lordſhips 


would determine whether the defence which he made to the 
accuſation of Mr. Haſtings was ſo humble, ſo ſubmiſſive, and 


ſo ſatisfactory as a Noble and Learned Lord had ſtated it to, | 
be; or whether it was, as Mr. Haſtings had deſcribed it, of- 


fenfive in ſtyle, and unſatisfaCtory in ſubſtance. The demand 


was ſent from Calcutta on the 2d of November. On the 7th 


of December Mr. Fowke; the reſident, writes to Mr, Haſtings, 
that he had repeatedly preſſed the Raja on the ſubject of the 
cavalry, but could obtain no anſwer. His letter contains other 
complaints of the Raja's ill conduct, On the 13th of January 
1731, Mr. Fowke writes that the Raja ſays, he has but thirteen 
hundred in his ſervice, and that all except two hundred and 


fifty are abſolutely neceſſary for the ſervice of the collections. 


Their Lordſhips were poſſeſſed of the completeſt evidence to 
prove that both theſe aſſertions were ſalſe. Mr. Markham 
had diſtinctly ſworn that he had above two thouſand five 
hundred in his ſervice; and the affidavit of Mahomed Myer, 


one of Cheyt Sing's commanders, fully confirmed Mr, Mark- 


Ram's evidence. His Lordſhip obſerved, that in all its parts 


the evidence of Mr. Markham was perfectly clear and diſtinct. 


Mr. Markham alſo ſwore that a very ſmall body of cavalry, 
one hundred, were amply ſufficient for the ſervice of the col. 
lections. Cheyt Sing afſerts in his letter that Mr, Haſtings 


| made nd reply to-the information which he had ſent him of 


the number of his cavalry. This aſſertion alſo was falſe; for 
Mr. Markham, who arrived at Benares the iſt of February, 
and conſequently muſt have left Calcutta immediately aſter 
Mr. Haſtings had received the Raja's letters, carried an order 
for him to ſupply fifteen hundred horſe... © Your Lordfhips, 


by referring to the evidence (ſaid Lord Thurlow), will ſee, * 


- 


_ 
— 


*. 


p — 
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de afterwards reduced the demand to one thouſand, Vou will 

ſee that, in poĩnt of fact, he never could procure a ſingle horſe- 
man. It will be impoſſible to read the evidence of Mr. 
Markham, without obſerving that he preſſed him with the 
anxiety and ſolicitude of a friend, even to make a ſhew of 
obedience by muſtering five hundred horſe, but that he never 
could get him to muſter a ſingle horſeman : Mr. Markham 
told him, that by his diſobedience he would certainly incur the 
higheſt diſpleaſure of Government: And ypon one remarkable 
occaſion, when he was- fitting in a minaret at Ramnagur with 
Cheyt Sing, he told him on ſeeing: a body of horſe on the 
plains, If you will but fend me thoſe men, it will ſhew your 
deſire to obey your orders.“ My Lords, Mr. Markham could 
not procure a ſingle horſeman from him.” His Lordſhip then 
proceeded to remark upon the letter of Mr. Haſtings, and 
Cheyt Sing e reply. e i 8 „ 
Mr. Haſtings ſays, that in the name of the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council he required the Raja to furniſh a body of 
horſe to aſſiſt and act with the armies of the Company; that 
when Mr. Markham ſucceeded Mr. Fowke, he ordered him to 
repeat the demand, which he did with frequent, and almoſt 
daily importunity; limiting the demand to fifteen hundred, 
afterwards to one thouſand. To this demand (he adds) you 
returned evaſive anſwers, nor to this hour have you contri- 
buted a fingle horſeman. V 5 

The Raja in reply ſays, that when required to ſend a ſup- 


ply of horſe, he ſent Mr. Haſtings a particular account of all 
in his ſervice, 'amounting to one thouſand three hundred, but 


received no anſwer. Mr. Markham delivered him an order 
for one thouſand. He collected five hundred, and five hundred 
burkendaſſes, and told Mr. Markham they were ready to go 
wherever ordered. No anſwer came from you (ſays Cheyt 
Sing), and I remained aſtoniſhed at the cauſe of it. Repeatedly 
| alked Mr. Markham about an anſwer to my letter relative to 
the horſez he told me he did not know the reafons why no. 
anſwer had been ſent. I remained aſtoniſhed.” - __ W 

Lord Thurlow commented upon every part of this anſwer, 
which he affirmed to be impudently falſe, and that the means 

of detection were at hand. Mr. Markham contradicted it in 
every particular, as he had already explained. His Lordſhip 
laid, that as the demand of cavalfy, as well as every other mea- 
ſure taken by Mr. Haſtings towards Cheyt Sing from the date 
of 1778, was ſtated broadly to be taken in order to ruin him, 
he would cal to the recollection of their Lordſhips the very 
particular advice and orders given to Mr. Markham on his 
leaving Calcutta to proceed to Benares in January 1781. He 
was deſired to behave to Cheyt Sing on all occaſions wich 
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kindneſs, mildneſs, and civility z- and to avoid the conduct of 
his predeceſſor, Mr. Graham, who Mr. Haſtings thought had 
_ behaved harſhly and raſhly-on ſome occaſions to Cheyt Sing, 
Lord Thurlow defired they would bear this circumſtance in 
mind, when they conſidered the very ſtrong and pointed facts 
_ Rated by Mr. Graham againſt Cheyt Sing, and they would 
ſubtract as much as they pleaſed from the weight of that Gen- 
tleman's teſtimony, in conſequence. of the idea Mr. Haſtings 
entertained of his being a prejudiced man. But no ſuch ob- 
jection could be made to Mr. Markham's evidence. He ap- 
pears, on all occaſions, to have followed the advice of Mr. 
+ Haſtings, to have treated the Raja as a friend, and to have ex- 
erted himſelf all in his power to ſave him from that ruin which 
his folly and diſaffection brought upon him. He will not 
allow me to be his friend (ſays Mr. Markham in a letter to Mr. 
_ . Haſtings). He is ſurrounded by bad adviſers, who tell him of 
a French invaſion, of the Marattas entering our provinces, 
and that he ſhould not ſend us the cavalry, until he fees what 
turn our affairs will take.” “ Look, my Lords (ſaid Lord Thur- 
low), at the fituation of Bengal at that moment. Prior to the 
agreement which ſecured the return of the Maratta army from an 
attack, every thing hoſtile was to be expected. If Mr. Haſtings 
had not purchaſed the retreat of that army for money in April 
1781, it would undoubtedly have entered Bengal as an enemy in 
May, In that event, it is equally clear that Bimbajee Booſla 
would have entered Bahar, at the head of a numerous army 
of horſe. While matters remained in this uncertainty it was 
that Cheyt Sing acted in the manner already mentioned: And 
afterwards, on hearing from Calcutta that he was likely to be 
ſeverely puniſhed, he made an offer of twenty lacks, and then 
of twenty-two and a half lacks, to buy off -both the demand 
of cavalry and the war ſubſidy. But on receiving ſubſequent 
intelligence from Calcutta, he broke off the negotiation alto- 
gether; and that which Mr. Anderſon calls an indirect offer, 
the charge affirms to have been an offer which Mr, Haſtings | 
vefuled to zaccepr.” © nuts ha.” 8 
Having argued this point moſt fully, and appealed to the 


12 
1 
© 
* 
1 
. 
474 . * 
Wo + 
1 
0 by . 
1 
p .# 
4 : 
* 7 
[3 9 
78 
by NE 44 © 
1 - $ 
a 8 
1 
1 
"LEM 
OEM 
q FO 
Br - 
: © Bib 
+2. 
b © 
F : 
N LEW 
$28 
4 
„ 
* * 
[! $335 3 
145 
4 2 
0 1 
o mn + 
n 
.3 3K : 
_* 
* + hr 
- WY 
5 1 
+ 46g 
1 = 
+ $37 
. . 
_ 
YI WG - 
| 4 Bt 
i 
22 Y '$ 
* } A 
„ 
_ 
\ „ 
"VS 
{ bs ö 1 
A 3 
k * 
+ HEE 
bi . . 
1 
"ii 
RA 
| A 
- 1% 
. 
i 1 
: if) 
1 
' 
3 $8 44 
Be 13 
þ . 
1 
1 
* > 7 
_ 
„ 
© . 179 
4 5 
4 1 
1 
1 
_—_— 
14 N Tt 
ts F +8 
"ys 
* 1 
* * 8 : 
bY * 0 : 
1 
123 By 
* : 
.* al 
* „ 
xt > 
1 
11 .D 
ye > 
11 1 
——_— 
» = RY 
=... 
£ 4 
£4 \ 
Lug ; 
1 
£2; 
of : 75 
fr 
| 1 
1 
it £ 
28 
x] „ 
| 
i : 
$ 1 


, evidence given on both ſides in ſupport of his arguments, his 
Lordſhip concluded by moving, “ That the Commons had 
made good the firſt article in ſo far as it reſpected the demand 

of cavalry from Cheyt Sing.“ | LW $754 
Te Karl of Caernarvon contended that the demand had 
been made with a view to its not being-complied with, in order 
to lay the ground for the ſubſequent proceedings at that time 
projected and determined on by Mr. Haſtings. In- ſupport 
of this the Earl ſaid, it was clear to his mind that Mr. Haſtings 
had projected all the meaſures that he afterwards put in geo 
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tice againſt Cheyt Sing long before he demanded any cavalry, 
and that the manner in which the demand was entered in the 
Minute of Cenſultation, viz. © for ſuch part of the cavalry en- 
tertained in his ſervice as he can ſpare,” implied either that the 
Governor General was conſcious that he had no right to expect 
| obedience from the Rays in this particular, or that he did not 
expect that the demand either could or would be complied 
with. The words of the Minute, Such part of the cavalry 
entertained in his ſervice as he can ſpare, implied and ad- 
mitted exerciſe of diſcretion. in Cheyt Sing as to the number 
that he could furniſn; and if he thought he could not ſpare 
any, he neither acted contumaciouſly, nor ought in candour to 
have been conſidered as having deſerved puniſhment. If the 
Governor General had a right to expect obedience reſpecting 
the cavalry, why did he not make his demand in a direct, ab- 
ſolute and peremptory manner, inſtead of ſtating it in terms 
ſo inſidious and deceitful? His Lordſhip enforced this by much 
argument, and differed entirely from the Noble and Learned 
Lord in his inferences and deductions on the ſubject. 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he was not a little ſurpriſed to find 
the Noble and Learned Lord ſelect from the article reſpecting 
Benares, a few points not even ſtated as a ſubſtantive charge, 
but alleged merely as facts of a ſecondary nature, and introduced 
as corroborating circumſtances, to ſhew the colour and com- 
plexion of every part of the ſyſtem of conduct purſued by Mr. 
Haſtings, reſpecting the Raja Cheyt Sing. His Lordſhip re- 
plied to ſeveral of the arguments of the Noble and Learned 
Lord who ſpoke firſt, particularly explaining the cauſe of the 
Minute of the Council of the ad of November 1780, by ſtating 
that it originated with Sir Eyre Coote's prior recommenda- 
tion, and that its having been adopted on that 2 aroſe from - 
a conſciouſneſs of its being an adviſeable meaſure. After 
ſtating various parts of the evidence, and laying great ſtreſs 
upon each, his Lordſhip ſaid, he could not help viewing the 
tranſaction in all its circumſtances in a different light, and 
that he conſequently drew very different concluſions from thoſe 
ſtated by the Noble and Learned Lord. 1 
The Lord Chancellor added, that he muſt take Mr. Haſtings's 
account of his own aCtions. in preference to any other evi- 
dence whatever. He had diſtinctly ſtated in his defence be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons, that he moved the reſolution for 
calling upon the Raja for cavalry; and therefore ſuch muſt be 
taken to be the fact. Before he ſat down, he repeated that he 
did not conceive the Noble and Learned Lord would have 
ſtated the facts mentioned relative to the cavalry. as a ſub- 
ſtantive charges. © IN CRP ng 
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2 _ WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lon 55. 
Lord Thurlow in reply ſaid, that it had been agreed to take 
each criminal accuſation on which a difference of opinion 
_ exiſted, ſeparately. The'clauſe relative to the cavalry was ex- 
preſly ſtated to contain criminal matter. Mr. Haſtings was 
accuſed of making a demand which he had no right to make, 
and to make it from malicious and revengeful motives, with a 
further view of haraſſing, oppreſſing, and ruining Cheyt Sing. 
- He profeſſed himſelf much obliged to the Noble and Learned 
Lord, for having ſet him right in one point, and he would be 
Equally obliged to any Noble Lord who would at any time cor- 
rect his errors. Their Lordſhips, he was ſure, would give him 
eredit for meaning to lay before them with the ſtricteſt im- 
partiality all the evidence that bore on every point, either for 
or againſt the Defendant. In the caſe alluded to by the Learn- 
ed Lord, truſting to the proceedings of the Council on the 
2d of November 1780, he had ſaid that the vote to call upon 
Cheyt Sing for cavalry, did not appear to be paſſed on the mo- 
tion of any particular Member. It was agreed now, that the 
idea originated with Sir Eyre Coote. But on looking at the 
defence of Mr. Haſtings he found that Gentleman ſaid, «I 
moved in Council that Cheyt Sing be required to furniſh 
ſuch cavalry as he can ſpare; and this was done by the advice 
and recommendation of Sir Eyre Coote.” His Lordſhip add- 
ed, that he thought himſelf bound to inform the Court why 
this particular expreſſion had flipped his memory. The fact 
was, that he had paid very little attention indeed to the de- 
fence delivered by Mr. Haſtings at the bar of the Houſe of 
Commons. He knew it to be the rule of law, that a man 
was to be bound by his own defence, and that any thing con- 
tained in it might be taken againſt himſelf. Their Eordſhips; 
however, had full evidence before them, that not a line of 
the defence on the Benares charge was written by Mr, Haſt- 
ings; and all the objectionable parts of it which had been re- 
lied upon in order to ſhew malice, were actually inſerted 
after Mr. Haſtings had heard the other parts read once cur- 
ſorily over. To a defence preſented, not in reply to the Be- 
nares article now before their Lordſhips, but to a charge on 
which the article was founded, he ſhould not pay much at- 
tention, and particularly where the facts ſtated in it were 
fully diſproved. | e | | 
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The circumſtances under which Mr. - Haſtings delivered 
his defence to the immenſe volume of charges brought before | 
the Commons, had been fully explained. He took to him- | 
ſelf to anſwer what he conceived to be the moſt important 
part of the charges, and the defence of the Benares charge 
was entruſted to Mr. Halhed, a gentleman of ſplendid abili- 
ties, and great information; but of too high a genius * 11 


% 
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Nasen 9.1 | | | Ce 
tend minutely to the ſtri& accuracy of his facts, and certainly 
better calculated to explain a prophecy, if Mr. Haſtings had 
Kation of the Company's records, © . r Intact 

The Lord Chancellor, in reply to what Lord Thurlow had 
ſaid of the amount of Cheyt Sing's eavalry, declared that he 


could pay- no attention to the affidavit of Mahomed Myer; 


and conſidering the , circumſtances under which they were 
taken, he did not think them entitled to credit. 8 


Lord Thurloww ſaid in reply, that the aſſidavits wars evi- 
dence adduced not by the defendant, but by the proſecutors, 


who had not in any one inſtance endeavoured to deſtroy their 
credit; conſequently, under every rule of law they muſt be 


received as full and complete evidence, as far as they went. 
On the queſtion being put, it was declared that the Nor- 


Contents had it, and this part of the charge was conſequently 


negatived. 


The next matter Lord Thurlow ſpoke to was, the charge of 


a conſpiracy entered into by Mr. Haſtings, with the Vizier, 


for the ſale of Cheyt Sing's diſtricts to the Vizier. This, | 
his Lordſhip ſaid, he need not dwell upon, as it reſted ſolely 
on the evidence afforded by the letter of Mr. Anderſon. 


After a few words, therefore, on that letter, his Lordſhip 
moved a queſtion in the uſual form, on the ſubject of that 


part of the firſt article; when, on putting it to the vote, the 


Chairman declared that the Not-contents had it nemine diſſen- 
tiente. x e e Sa ee n 
Lord Thurlow then roſe to move a queſtion on the next 
part of the charge, which was, that in further proſecution of 

his malicious intentions, and with a view to haraſs, oppreſs, 
_ and ruin Cheyt Sing, Mr. Haſtings, in January 1781, ac- 
cuſed him of being in arrear in the payment of his kift, and 
particularly that part of it which was appropriated to the 
payment of Saadut Ally's penſion: That the charge was 
 Halfe, as he had paid up his kiſts with the utmoſt regularity ; 


that it was made in peremptory and inſulting language, and 


with a view to drive the Raja to ſome act of deſperation. 
Lord 'Fhurlow expreſſed his ſincere concern, that a charge 
ſo worded, without a ſhadow of evidence to ſupport it, but 
with the fulleſt evidence to diſprove it, ſhould have been made 
in the name of the. Houſe of Commons. He again defired 


do be underſtood to impute no blame to them; they were not 


reſponſible for the infinite number of allegations that were to 
be found, in proof of which nothing had been offered; but 

he was aſtoniſhed at the careleſſneſs and want of attention of 
their agents. Even in juſtice to them, however, he would 


toy, that if they had ſeen one document, which had 9064 8 
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wanted him for ſuch a purpoſe, than for a laborious inveſti- 
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2 Woobratt's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, '. [Lon pt. 
been produced in evidence, the charge could not have 
been preferred. The facts, as they now appeared in the 
evidence, were theſe :— t Sing was bound by his apree- 
ment to pay his kiſts month by month, either at Benares, in 
caſh 3 or by bills on Calcutta. If paid in caſh at Benarcs, / 
they were to be paid the day they were due—If by bills on 
Calcutta, thoſe bills were to be made payable fifty-one days 
after each kiſt became due. 80 early as March 1576, com- 
plaints were made of his unpunctuality, and then, on a pro- 
miſe to Mr. Fowke, the reſident, that he would be more 
unctual in future, Mr. Fowke ſays, he has ventured to tell 
im that he ſhall not be ined for his paſt unpunQuuality. 
Theſe complaints are renewed at different periods; but on 
the a of December 1780, Mr. Fowke writes expreſsly to 
Mr. Haſtings, that the Raja had of late been very dilatory 
in the payment of his kiſts, and particularly that part of it 
which was appropriated to the payment of Saadut Ally's fti- 
pend. It appears then from this evidence, that not a doubt 
can remain of the perfect propriety of Mr. Haſtings's con- 
duct, in eee; the letter which he did to Cheyt Sing, in 
conſequence of a complaint from the public reſident, Mr. 
.. , ̃ĩͤ EC CT ha 
But if the defendant had not brought forward all this evi- 
- dence, his Lordſhip contended, that the cafe, as it ſtood for 
the preſecution, proved the unpunctuality of Cheyt Sing; 
and conſequently would have juſtified Mr. Haſtings. 
-  "Fheir firſt document was an account or journal from the 
India Houſe, tranſmitted from Bengal in April 1782, which 
proved that all the kiſts for 1780, and to May 1781, were 
paid; but when they were paid did not appear. The con- 
cluſion drawn by the Managers was, that they were paid 
month by-month—a concluſion which they themſelves over- 
turned in'the next page, where they produce two letters from 
Mr. Fowke, the Alt dated Benares, the yth of December 
1790, acknowledging the receipt of bills for the kiſt due on 
the 4th of November: The ſecond, dated the 13th of January 
1781, in which he acknowledges the receipt in. caſh at Be- 
nares, of the kiſt due on the 4th of December —Conſequently 
the Managers themſelves prove, that in one inſtance there was 
a delay of one month and three days; in another, of one 
nd“... ⅛ ͤb! or TT Rn 
Ihe Managers x We their Lordſhips that they would 
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prove by oral teſtimony afterwards, that it was the cuſtom of 
that country to pay one month under another. Had they ſo 
done, ſaid Lord 'Thurlow, then they would have made out 
their charge: But to do ſo was inmpalſible. All the written 
evidence proved, and Mr. Markham, by his oral teſtimony 
8 = bs LS mon 
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confirmed it, that Cheyt Sing was bound by his agreement to 
pay 


Ba 
Calcutta, payable fifty-one days after date. He would not 


(detain their Lordſhips longer with remarks on ſo groundleſs 
a charge, a charge that ought not to have been made at all, 


and which had been diſproved even by the Managers them- 
ſelves, His Lordſhip then moved, that the Commons had 


made good the firſt article, as it related to Cheyt Sing's un- 


unctuality in the payment of his kiſts in the year 1780. 


: The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that however Noble: Lords might 


differ on other parts of the charge, they muſt be clear that 
Whether the terms in which the 


this was fully. made out. 
charge was couched were correct, he would not ſay, but it 


was clear that Mr. Haſtings had 'accuſed Cheyt Sing of un- 
punctuality without any juſt cauſe ; ſome, in fact, he paid 


within the period preſcribed to him. He was allowed fifty- 


one days grace, and he paid for December 1 my and January + 
je kiſts became 


1781 in thirty-three, and forty days after 
due... e 


Lord Thurlo ſaid, he was really aſtoniſhed at the miſtake | 


which the Noble and Learned Lord had committed: He wag 
afraid he was miſled by the ſyllabus then before him. But if he 
would look at the evidence, he would ſee that the unpunctu- 
ality of Cheyt Sing was completely proved. He would not 


go over the ground again; but though Cheyt Sing was un- 


punctual, Mr. Haſtings had been filent, until the complaint 
of the public refident induced him to write to the Raja. 


The Lords called for the queſtion, which was immediately | 


put aad negatived. 


* 


Tuss Dar, March 10. 


Treir Lordſhips having gone into a Committee on the 


articles of the Impeachment, 


Lord Thurlaw roſe, and called the conſideration of the Com | 


mittee to that clauſe of the firſt article, which contained the 
charge of having illegally delegated the powers of the Gover- 
nor and Council to himſelf when Mr. Haſtings went to Be- 


nares, and there ordered the arreſt of the perſon of Cheyt 
Sing. His Lordſhip went over the Nr on this 
e of Commons, and the 


charge by the Managers of the Houſe 
evidence adduced in ſupport of it, and contended that the full 


a d ſufficient anſwer to each would be found in the hiſtory of 
— out 
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ay each month's kiſt as it became due. He paid his kiſts 
Auually, ſaid Mr. Markham, when on the day it became 
due he gave the amount in caſh to the reſident, or bills on 
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25 woopr alls PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, © {Loxys, 
the government of the Company's poſſeſſions in India, ever 
ſince they held any fort of ſovereignty in that country. His 
Lordſhip ſtated the . ſeveral precedents to be met with in that 
| hiſtory, that proved the practice to have been no novelty what- 
ever, pw on the contrary that it had been reſorted to on various 
occaſions, where the perſon entruſted with the higheſt office 
in the civil and military department hadleſt Calcutta, and gone 
into the interior or diſtant parts of the Company's ſettlements 
or dependencies for purpoſes of ſtate policy, or neceſſity, The 
OH he cited were thoſe of 1763 and 1765, when Mr, 
Vanſittart and Lord Clive held the firſt office in the Company's 
ſervice, and the recent inſtance of Lord Cornwallis in the courſe 
of the late war with Fippoo Saib. His Lordſhip juſt uſed 
- a curſory argument on tlie obvious neceſſity and advantage of 
a Governor General having a right to delegate and aſſume to 
himſelf the powers of government, on great and emergent 
occaſions, and ſaid, he deemed the precedents he had quotes 
amounted to an ample juſtification of the conduct of Mr. 
Haſtings, in delegating the powers of the Governor General 
and Council, and veſting them in his own perſon, when he 
went to Benares ; he therefore moved, „That the Com- 
mons had made good that clauſe of the article which con- 
| tained the charge againſt Mr. Haſtings of having illegally de- 
legated the powers of the Governor General and Council, 
when he went to Benares. 5 . 
On the queſtion being put, the Not- Contents had it. 
- Lord Fhurlow next proceeded to what paſſed on Mr. 
- THaſtings's arrival at Benares, his arreſt of Cheyt Sing, and all 
the conſequences that followed; the part of the article con- 
taining which, as ſet foxth by the Commons, he admitted to be 
a grave, ſerious, and weighty charge. In order to underſtand 
it clearly, and to aſcertain how far it was criminal on the part 
of Mr. Haſtings, it would be neceſſary, his Lordſhip ſaid, to 
ecxamine all the facts and circumſtances, and to conſider the 
motives that led to each, and the effecłs they ſeverally pro- 
duced, calmly and impartially. But previous to his entering 
into a conſideration of this important part of the ſubject, 
there were certain obſervations which he ſhould trouble their 
Lordſhips with, and they appeared to be ſo very material as 
in his opinion to require their ſerious confideration.. Their 
Lordſhips all recollected, that at the cloſe of the year 1783, 4 
Bill was brought into Parliament, by Mr. Fox, whoſe name 
the Bill bore, which had for its object the aſſumption of the 
power of the Eaſt India Company, by commiſſioners to be 
appointed by Parliament!“ That Bill was ultimately rejected, 
and the ſucceeding Adminiſtration brought in another 0 
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which left the management of their affairs in the hands of the 


Laſt India Company, ſubject to the active controul of a Board, 


to whoſe ſituation reſponſibility was annexed. However dif- 


ferent theſe Bills might have been in various particulars, yet 
in one they both concurred. It was aſſumed as a fact, that 
great oppreſſions had been practiſed in India upon 8 


Zemindars, 3 &c. It did happen, and rather unfor- 


tunately, that the fact of the exiflence of theſe oppreſſions was 


ſuppoſed to be ſ clear, as to ſuperſede the neceſſity of prooh 


and accordingly a clauſe, which in ſubſtance was originally in- 
ſerted in Mr. Fox's Bill, was afterwards copied into the Bill 
of Mr. Pitt, and of courſe became a law, The clauſe to 


which he alluded was the 2gth of the India Regulating Ack 
of 1784, commonly known by the name of Mr. Pitt's India 


Bill. That clauſe, after affirming that complaints have pre- 
nailed that divers Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Talookdars, &c. 


within the Britiſh territories in India have been unjuſtly de- 
prived of or compelled to abandon and relinquith their ſe- 
veral lands; &c. &c. enacts that the principles of juſtice ' 


and the honour of this country require that ſuch complaints 


ſhould be forthwith inquired: into, and fully inveſtigated, and 
if founded in truth, effectually redreſſed. His Lordſhip ob- 
| ſerved that this clauſe appeared to him preciſely to meet, and 
to be intended to meet, the caſe of Cheyt Sing. Indeed he 


knew no other -perſon, to whom it could apply. Let their 
Lordſhips conſider for a moment how they ſtood. Not only 
was the law poſitive as to an immediate inveftigation of the juſtice 


of this perſon's expulſion, and of courſe he muſt preſume the 
eaſe had been fully inquired into by thoſe who were bound 
by the law to make the inquiry; but the ſtate of India had been 


annually laid before the Houle of Commons, for the laſt eight 
years; and a particular account was preſented and printed of 
che various reſources of the ſeveral governments in India. Under 


the head of Bengal Reſources, which amounted, in the whole, to 


five millions anda half ſterling, one of the articles was Benares 


revenue, four hundred and thirty thouſand pounds; that very 
revenue which the Commons have declared it criminal in Mr. 


Haſtings o create, has been publicly received, and treated as a 


never- failing annual reſource, as indeed it has hitherto turned 
out. If then, ſaid Lord Thurlow, the ſame body which has 
impeached Mr. Haſtings for this act of creating the revenue, 
has continued for twelve years to receive it; if the law po- 


| fitively e 1 


njoining the Company and the King's miniſters to re- 


ſtore Cheyt Sing, if he were unjuſtly diſpoſſeſſed, has been 
_ obeyed, as no doubt it had been; muſt not it appear moſt 


{ingular and extraordinary to their Lordſhips, that this charge 
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was preferred, and inſiſted upon to the laſt ? The only uſe 
which he wiſhed their Lordſhips to make of the preceding re- 
marks was, that it might induce. them carefully to look at the 
nature of the accuſation, and compare it with the proofs, 
Having troubled their Lordſhips fo much on the preceding 
day on the ſubject of that part of the letter of Mr. Haſtings 
to Cheyt Sing, and his anſwer relative to the cavalry ; having 
proved by a reference to the evidence, not only that the letter 
i elf was impudently falſe, but that Cheyt Sing muſt have 
been convinced that Mr. Haſtings knew it to be falſe; he 
ſhould now proceed to the other part of that letter, which a 
Noble and Learned Lord had declared not only to be humble 
and ſubmiſſive, but to contain alſo a full and ſatisfactory re- 
ply to the charges of, Mr. Haſtingss. Ws 
His Lordſhip then proceeded to the firſt article of accuſa- 
tion in the clauſe, which was, that when Mr. Haftings arrived 
at Benares, he wrote a letter to Cheyt Sing, containing charges 
which were falſe, malicious, and wieked; and that Cheyt 
Sing's anſwer to thoſe charges was a complete juſtification 
of his conduct. He would now proceed to examine the other | 
charges, and the Raja's anſwers. Mr. Haſtings tells him, 
that after having ſolemnly promiſed, to pay the war ſubſidy of 
1780, he had diſappointed him, and that the diſappointment 
was attended with very unhappy conſequences, and might 
eventually have occaſioned the total loſs of Colonel Camac's 
detachment. To this charge the Raja replies, that he obeyed 
the orders with the utmoſt alacrity—that he firſt paid one lack 
then one lack and ſeventy thouſand rupees—then wrote 
to require time, and receiving no anſwer, as it was no time 
for delay, he completed the payment of the remainder at 
certain dates which he ſpecified. Lord Thurlow ſaid, that a 
reference to the evidence would convince their Lordſhips that 
this anſwer alſo was falſe in all its parts, and Cheyt Sing 
could not be ignorant that Mr. Haſtings knew it to be falſe. 
As ſoon as he had paid one lack, which he did not do until 
the 5th of Auguſt 1780, though the demand was made in the 
latter end of June, he peremptorily refuſed to pay the reſident 
any further ſum, until he got an anſwer to a letter he had 
written to Mr. Haſtings, requiring further time to - diſpoſe of 
bis effects. To this repreſentation, the Raja ſaid, he received 
no anſwer; though a reply was immediately ſent, ſtrongly ex- 
preſſive of the Board's diſpleaſure at his excuſes, which, they 
laid, they knew to be futile. This diſpleaſure of the Board 
had not the effect of procuring the payment, which was not 
finally made until the 18th of October 1580, although the 
Raja does not deny that he promiſed immediate . 


# 
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the month of July. It was clear, therefore, from the evi- 


dence, that to the two charges preferred by Mr. Haſtings, 
the anſwers were of that nature as well to deſerve the de- 


ſcription given of them by Mr. Haſtings: That they were 


unſatisfa in ſubſtance, the evidence fully proves. 

In the cloſe of his letter, Mr. Haſtings mentions the dif- 
ordered ſtate of the police throughout the Zemindary. Cheyt 
Sing aſſures him in reply, that he paid the utmoſt attention 
to that important object. Their Lordſhips bad a great maſs 
of evidence before them, which pfoved the falſehood of this 
reply alſo. The defective ſtate of the police had been a ſub- 
ject of very general complaint for years, and in no one in- 


ſtance did it appear that redreſs was afforded by Cheyt Sing. þ 


As to the ſtyle of the letter; the humble expreſſions it con- 
tained; the avowal that he was the flave of Mr. Mitinge 5 
amounted to juſt as much as an Engliſhman ſigning himſelf 


the moſt obedient: and faithful ſervant of a man whom his 


letter offended, and was meant to offend in every other line 
of it. It was not poſſible that Mr. Haſtings, ſo many years 
reſident in India, fo well acquainted with the forms of cor- 
reſpondence, ſhould have remarked on the offenſive ſtyle of 
the letter in his addreſs to the Board, unleſs the remark were 
well founded. As to its being palpably and groſsly falſe in 
every particular, Lord 'Thurlow had no heſitation in ſaying 
that it was ſo. %VTTTVVVVVVVVVT Bod cn ay Ge bh 

The next allegation was, that Mr. Haſtings put th 
under an arreſt, as it is faid, in another clauſe, for the pur- 
poſe of extorting a fine of forty or fifty lacks of rupees 
from him. He would not advert .to the circumſtance of the 
intention never having been communicated to the Rajaz 
but as this was ſtated to be the real and weighty accuſation 
of the charge, he would examine it fairly and diſtinctly with 
the evidence. £5 | | 7 
Tirſt then, it was perfectly clear, from declarations anxiouſly 

made for by Mr. Haſtings himſelf, that when he left Cal- 
cutta in July 1781, he intended to levy -a fine of forty or 
fifty lacks of rupees from the Raja. Leſt the world ſhould 
doubt his haying really formed ſuch an intention ſo early, he 


- - 


called upon My. Wheler, Mr. Anderſon, and Major Palmer, 
to prove the communications 'which he made to them upon 
this ſubject before he left Calcutra. On his arrival at Bogle- 


pore, Mr. Markham met him, and he communicated his in- 


tention to him alſo. Mr. Markham obſerved, it was a very 


large ſum, and that he believed the Raja's revenues had been 
over-rated in Calcutta. , To this remark 'Mr. Haſtings re- 
plied, “ We will talk further on this ſubject at Benares,” mean- 
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3⁰ WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPURTS. 8 [Lowe 
ing moſt obviouſly, that if the Raja's wealth and his revenues 


were leſs than Mr. Haſtings had ſuppoſed them to be, he 
would take a ſmaller ſum. Conſidering the wealth, which, 
as it was afterwards proved, the Raja did poſſeſs, and the na. 
ture of his offences, Lord Thurlow ſaid, he had no heſitation 


in giving it as his opinion, that Mr. Haſtings had not ex, 
ceeded the bounds of moderation and juſtice, in fixing the 
amount of the fine at forty or fifty Jacks. By ſo doing he 
would have puniſhed a man notoriouſly diſſaffected, he would 
have deprived him of part of the means of reſiſting the au- 


thority of the ſovereign ftate in future, and he would very. 


materially have relieved. the exigencies of the Company, which 


were at that time in the higheſt degree alarming. But if 
there were Noble Lords who thought the fine beyond the of- 


fence, Mill, his Lordſhip ſaid, unleſs- ſome. ſiniſter motiyes 


were imputed to Mr. gs as the ground of his proceed- 
ings, he could not conceive how it would be. poſſible to im- 


pute criminality to him. As for himſelf, Lord Thurlow ſaid, 
be was decidedly of opinion from the evidence, that Mr. 


Haſtings would have been jultified in depriving Cheyt Sing. 


of his Zemindary altogether. 


Having conſidered the circumſtance of the arreſt as con- 
rected with the intention of levying a fine (and in this, as in 
every other country, fines are a branch of public revenue), 


he would now proceed to the charge, which ſtated, that the 


arreſt diſgraced Cheyt Sing in the eyes of his ſubjects. There 
was full evidence to prove that it could have had no ſuch 


effect — that the act diſgraced the Engliſh in the eyes of all 5 
Hindoſtan; it was fully proved in evidence that no ſuch diſ- 


grace attached to us from this act; that the Raja wrote 


letters of deſpondency and alarm, and that Mr. Haſtings took, | 
| Little notice of them: it is in proof that he wrote to the 


Raja, to ſet his mind at reſt, and to be under no alarm or 


uneaſineſs. It was next ſtated that e ee FI in 


'confequence of the outrages offered to the Raja, and that the 


guard was deſtroyed by the fury of the populace. Lord 


Thurlow ſaid, that it appeared manifeſtly clear from the evi- 


dence of Colonel Popham, Lieutenant Birrell, Mr. Mark- | 


ham, and a variety of athdavits, that the populace were en- 


tirely unconcerned on the occaſion. He would ſtate it the 


more particularly, becauſe a Noble and Learned Lord (Lough- 


borough) had, on a former day, called the buſineſs a ſudden _ 


affray, ſuddenly provoked by the infolence of a Chubdar, 
called Cheyt Ram. EE aa ao Re oat 
The circumſtances. were theſe, as appeared by all the evi- 


_ dence; After Mr. Markham had put Chegt Sing under au 


arreſt, 
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arreſt, the orders which he left with the commanding officer + 
of the party, were unfortunately diſregarded, and ſeveral * 
perſons who had commanded bodies of troops which. ac- 
companied Cheyt Sing to Buxar, were. admitted to his pre- 
ſence. The officer early ſaw the dangerous conſequence of 

his imprudence, and diſcovered at the ſame time, that the 
two companies of ſepoys which he commanded, had no am- 
munition. Intelligence was ſent of this neglect to Colonel ' 
Popham, and at T ſame time conſiderable bodies of men 
. were obſerved croſſing the river in boats from Ramnagur to 
Shewallah. With the company, therefore, that went with a 
ſupply of ammunition, a meſſage was ſent from Mr, Haſtings, 
which; Mr. Markham ſays, they were obliged to make a-ver- 
bal meſſage, becauſe the. durbar was broke up, and there was 
no Moonſhee to write a letter. The purport of this meſſage 
was, that if a life were loſt, Cheyt Sing ſhould anſwer for it. 
Cheyt Rain, who was inſtructed to deliver this meſſage, was 
an old man, near ſeventy years of age, Who had always been 
employed both by Mr. Markham and his predeceſſor, in de- 
livering meſſages to Cheyt Sing, in the ſame manner as a man 
of ſimilar degree was employed in carrying meſſages from 
Cheyt Sing to Mr. Markham. Noble Lords would obſerve, 
that the meſſage was couched in terms of -menace—and ne- 
ceflarily ſo couched, for it was intended by that meſſage not 
to provoke the tumult, but, if poſſible, to prevent it, by ex- 
citing Cheyt Sing's apprehenſions for bis own fate. This 
man accompanied the party that Lieutenant Birrell command- 
ed, and.being known, was permitted to paſs on to the pre- 
ſence of the Raja, where he delivered his meſſage, as ſome 
_ affidavits fay, paſſionately and violently ; and it was very na- 
tural for the men who made thoſe alfidavits to conceive ſo, © 
even though the Chubdar had merely delivered the meſſage, 
preciſely as it was given to him. But whether he delivered 
it as the affidavits ſtate it, Whether, as Mr. Markham thinks, 
be did not ſtep beyand the commithon that was entruſted ta 
him, it-is proved beyond all poſſibility of doubt, unleſs the 
Court conceive all the witneſſes to have been perjured, that 
the attack began from the Raja's troops 4vithont, before Cheyt 
Ram had delivered the meſſage avithin. | Lieutenant Birrell 
diſtinctly ſwears, that after his company appeared in front of 
Shewallah, they were inſtantly fired upon, and ſeveral were 
Killed and wounded by the firſt diſcharge. This was the ſig- 
nal for the ſlaughter within. The juſt concluſion then from 
al the evidence was this, that as ſoon as Mr, Markham had 
quitted the Raja, and his ſeveral commanders were impru- 
drutly admitted to his preſence, meaſures were taken 12 his 
„ „%%% gs EN 5 reſcue. 
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Teſcue. Four thouſand regular forces were collected in x 
ſhort time, and the reſcue was effected. His Lordſhip de- 
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MN 


fired Noble Lords would attend to the next ſtep taken by 


Cheyt Sing. Meſſengers were ſent to Fyzabad, as appeared 
by Mr. Markham's evidence, to tell the Begums what had 


happened: This was on the 16th, and by the 21ſt of Auguſt, 
large bodies of troops were in motion in the road from Fy. | 


zabad, a circumſtance which, among many others, proved a 
previous concert between Cheyt Sing and the Begum. 


It was clear, therefore, Lord Thurlow ſaid, that the reſcue 
was not occaſioned by the meſſage delivered by Cheyt Ram; 


that it was not the conſequence of a ſudden affray; that the 


populace were ignorant of all that was paſſing, ſince it is 


proved that no one inhabitant of Benares was a party to the 


affair. The next queſtion to conſider was, whether the ar- 


reſt was in itſelf ſo diſgraceful as to drive the Raja to reſfiſt- 


ance, rather than ſubmit to ſuch an indignity ? Here, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, they had the evidence of every Gentleman ex- 
amined, to prove that it was no more an indignity to him, 


than it would be to any other perſon. It was in proof that 


arreſts were common throughout the country, and the only 


mode of proceeding.. In 1792, Mahomed Reza Cawn, the 
Naib of Bengal, was arreſted, and brought down a priſoner 
to Calcutta, by orders from the Court of Directors. In 1789, 
the Raja of Burdwan, a man infinitely higher in rank than 


Cheyt Sing, was fined five thouſand rupees by Lord Corn- | 
Wallis, for not obeying orders relative to the tranſmiſſion of 


ſome revenue papers to Calcutta; and on a delay in payment, 


be was ordered to be arreſted, and if he did not pay the 
money in twenty-four hours, to be ſent a priſoner to Cal- 


cutta. It was clear, therefore, that unleſs Cheyt Sing had 


conceived himſelf ripe for reſiſtance, he would have ſubmitted 


to the arreſt, and by that means have prevented all the conſe- 
quences which he perſonally ſuffered by his diſobedience. As 


to the remaining part of this allegation, he ſhould not go par- 
ticularly into it, until he heard the ſentiments of other Noble 


Lords. Mr. Haſtings was charged with eriminality, in reful- 


ing, after the Raja was in open rebellion, to liſten to his 
propoſals of accommodation, He preſumed, until he heard 
the contrary, that no Noble Lord would think Mr. Haſtings 


could have liſtened to overtures, which all the teſtimony | 


plainly evinced were made with an intent to lull Mr. Haſt- 
ings into temporary ſecurity. To treat with him, appeared to 


his Lordſhip to be impoſſible, and that was the general opi- 


nion. Mr. Haſtings had wiſely corrected, in the new arrange- 
ments, the miſtakes of the former. He raifed the Company 5 


rent 
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rent to forty lacks of rupees—a ſum which the country could 
well afford to pay, becauſe it had paid it from the year 1782 
to this day. He would not allow the new Raja to retain forts. 
nor a military force, and what Mr. Haſtings left imperfect, 
Lord Cornwallis. very wiſely made completely perfect, by 
placing the Raja on the footing of. every Bengal Zemindar, 
and committing. the entire government of the country to the 
Engliſh: xefideftiunls „ , of aig toon hes: 
His Lordſhip ſaid, that in the ſettlement made with, Cheyr 


Sing in 1775, there appeared to him to be a. radical defect. 
The Raja was placed ſo near to independence, that the mo- 
ment he conceived independence to be within his graſp, he 
naturally attempted to attain it. On reading the minutes of 
that day, Mr, Barwell appeared to him to fee the matter in its 
true point of view: He would either have made the Raja 
completely independent, ot have placed him entirely under 
the controul of the Britiſh Government. 

His Lordſhip: ſaid, he was not aware that he had omit- 
ted to ſtate any material point; but he truſted in their Lord-. 
mips indulgence for. permiſhon to intrude upon them again 
if neceſſary; and would now content. himſelf with moving; 
[hat the Commons had; made good the firſt article, in 
ſo far as it related to Mr. Haſtings's preferring falſe and 
malicious charges againſt Cheyt Sing, and arreſting his 


perſon. 


The Earl of Caernarvon ſaid, that if he had formed an erro- 
neous judgment, he anxiouſly wiſhed to ney his opinion; 
1 


but nothing that he had yet heard had induced him to alter it; 
nor had any of the many obſervations which the Noble and 
Learned Lord had made, taken off the impreſſion which the 
facts, ſtated in the charge, had made on his mind. It had 
not been proved, to his conviction at leaſt, that the delegation 
of the powers of the Governor General and Council to him 
ſelf, alleged in the former part of the charge, was legal; or, 
admitting for a moment that it was a legal delegation, it had 
not been proved that the delegation had been made for any 
ſuch uſe and purpoſe, as the Defendant made of it by arreſt- 
ing Cheyt Sing, and treating him with all the indignity and 
rigour that he had compelled him to endure. The Noble 
and Learned Lord had ſtated various precedents of delegation 
of the powers of the Chief in office in India, and his Council 
to that Chief, but he utterly denied that there was the ſmalleſt 
analogy in any one of thoſe precedents to the cafe in queſtion. 
In the caſes cited by the Noble Lord of the delegation of the 
powers of the Britiſh Government in India to the Chief in 
TE] N Re ; othcey 


n 7 
4 * 365 


= 
e 5 2 — 4 0 * 8 DDr IS 
— - r ; NN Na 5 INI YO TIONAL "_ 2 * 
2. ris - WE a. wt . nE ” « "IEP n ee — 0 - md bs, NE OI EI n 2 
5 eee Nee 2 MILE Hee ao ord 2 GA EY . * 9 #4 rr a r ORSON 1 Nr 1 22 ——„ "es : 
8 g r U 2 . at & 1 8 1 8 eee PL - Ly * 5 * GE 
— eee *. 4 3 R F; 1 WINGER ET LEST WO TI Fs ANNA EH + N 2 * "$1 75 8 * — „ e r * 2 F 5 a, * 2 os gy 2 24 1 ods. 
$ ' 2 N nns — — . P ]˙¼ A en : 


r 28 
3 þ 
24 * $0 * e — 8 n _ $3," $5,072 
OT OT ROY * 2 4 E. a _ yy 2 A 2 * Ta 


2 . 1 NaN 
gt 5 l F __ Gone - : 9 44 * ” 
wy — N . bh 8 n N 7 1 2 f — I 8 — N : * V7 8 
2 2 * 8 Nt - — hp » N r .* 12832 8 RR Po. ws 0 : on - bs 1,4 —— — on . . 7 — ' - — 
$A * = « 5 2 N 8 AE 88 8 — eee x Mg 8 . 4 "oy "a mer aha taht —— — LE ns — RY 5 e Fe * N 8 4 REES i 
Dk ER OT r ol ki „ pts r dT A „ wa - Pp 1 — F Ne N 85 . 7 . p a 5 ns Dnag/4, - 2 K "6675 WE * 7 3 
einn r wag) nan „„ 4 bd ae n fan. 3 8 — » MM nn. 8 bs. : D — 6 2 + Sg EI 4c: * Sr 3 * — 
r r 5 8 _ Y 5 8 5 n 2 7 mY x en "One — Nee 2 2 
ee r N n — hr I GA nb IN - 2 
þ 8 r A 7 2 ” „ n F Sad, 4 C >: 8 POE Kel ers 


b 


8 
A" 


7 r r 2 
I n 


p 
FP ˙ A TI ent , D ** AGO 5 
ooo / b ͤ—. Ä 8 w 2 
n . 
3 


SSH 
FS 7} bo 
e 
e BR 
» * 


ä ] Yor, IL SUPPL» 


„ ee 
I A 
— =" 3 
by 2 N 
o N 0 


N 2 bo N 4 oO 
WORD: Be oa Ar Rds 
N % N EW — * 
gr 
r 8 


34 | WOODF ALLE ⁹eůemù een lens, 
office, they were very one of them e eee power for 
the expreſs purpoſe of enabling the Chief to perform a ſingle, 
ſtated, and important act, with a view to the attainment of 
ſome one great and ſpecific object. Taking it for anted, 
therefore, that the delegation of the powers to Mr. Haſting 
was legally made, let their Lordſhips look to the minute of 
the Board, entered on the conſultations, to ſee for what ex. 
. preſs purpoſe it had been made. The minute ſtated, that the 
Governor General was inveſted with “ full power and au- 
thority to form ſuch arrangements with the Raja of Benares, 
ſor the better government and management of his Zemindary, 
and to perform ſuch acts for the improvement of the intereſt 
which the Company poſſeſſes in it, as he ſhall think fit and 
conſonant to the mutual engagements ſubſiſting between the 
Company and the Raja.“ Fro one ⁵⁵¼¼uů- 
His Lordſhip reaſoned pointedly upon the terms of ex- 
preſſion, and on the reafonable inference reſulting from the 
Whole of the minute. The word arrangements, he contended, 
plainly implied that the Governor was to arrange ſuch acts 
as he ſhould think conſonant to the mutual engagements ſub- 
fing between the Company arid the Raja, in an amicable 
way; and not to deal with him in the harſh and hoftile man- 
ner which Mr. Haſtings had taken upon himſelf to adopt. 
Having diſcuſſed this very fully, the Earl ſaid, with regard 
to the'other facts alleged as crimes and miſdemeanors, what- 
ever inconſiſtency there might be in the Commons having 
preferred the charge, while they enjoyed the benefits ariſing 
from the acts of Mr. Haſtings, he was not now to conſider, 
Arr accuſation ſtated to be criminal was preferred by a body 
competent to prefer it; and it was his duty, as a judge, to con- 
ſider whether the charge was proved or not, and to conſider 
that only. He ſtill thought that Mr. Haſtings was actuated by 
motives of revenge in writing the letter that he did write to 
Cheyt Sing, and alſo in putting him under an arreſt. He 
again referred to the defence of Mr. Haſtings, where that 
Gentleman ſaid, that, while he thought Cheyt Sing had him 
and not the Company for his object, a fine of forty or fifty 
lacks would, he conceived, be a ſufficient puniſhment for his 
_ offence. He entered into a long argument, as to the legality of 
the delegation, and faid, that at all events Mr. Haſtings was 
not empowered by that delegation to arreſt the perſon of 
Cheyt Sing, for the purpoſe of exacting from him a fine of 
forty or fifty lacks 3 and again declared, that, in his opinion, 
Mr. Haſtings had been induced to intend to make that exaction 
from motives of private revenge. T a 
l n | Lor 
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Tord Thurlow roſe and ſaid, that, after having ſo fully ex- 
plained to their Lordſhips that the paſſage quoted by the 
Noble Lord was neither written by Mr. Haſtings, nor even 
ſeen by him, until he heard it read in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, he did not expect that any ſtreſs would be laid upon 
it. He wiſhed, however, as the Noble Lord did profeſs to 
quote it, he would quote it as it really ſtood. The paſſage 
did not run as the Noble Lord had ſtated, but in the Ee 
ing words “ So long as I conceived Cheyt Sing's miſcon- 
duct and contumacy to have mne rather than the Company for 
its object, or at leaſt to be merely the effect of pernicious ad- 
vice, or miſguided folly, without any formal deſign of openly 
reſiſting our authority, or diſclaiming our ſovereignty, I look- 
ed upon a conſiderable fine as ſufficient both for his imme- 
diate puniſhment, and for binding him to future good beha- - 
viour.” Lord Thurlow ſaid, he was ſure that the Noble 
Lord would have the candour and the juſtice to ſay, that this 
paſſage was very different indeed from his Lordſhip's ſtate- 
ment of it. „ 3 . 
Lord Caernarvon admitted, that there was a difference, 
which, in the hurry of ſpeaking, he had certainly omitted 
to tate nd . „ Fo 
Die Eatl of Mangſteld ſaid, he wiſhed that the preſent 
queſtion had been divided into two ſubjects of diſcuſhon, to 
avoid the dilemma of determining on « guilt. or innocence 
of a perſon who had obtained great advantages, which the 
Public had appropriated to itſelf, while they proſecuted the 
perſon for the act of procuring thoſe. advantages for them. 
In almoſt every. point, he agreed moſt completely with the 
Noble and Learned Lord who, with ſo 3 ability, and ſo 
much to his own honour, had fully inveſtigated the preſent 
charge. On a ſingle point he had a doubt, though he 
confeſſed it was but a doubt; yet, ſtanding as he did in the 
awful, and he would add, to him, the tremendqus charaQter 
of a judge, he deemed it his duty to ſtate his feelings to their 
Lordihips, and in as few words, conſidering the lateneſs of 
the hour, as he poſſibly could. He fully concurred with the 
Noble and Learned Lord in opinion, that the right of the 
Britiſh Government to demand military aid of Cheyt Sing, 
in war, was proved beyond a poſſibility of queſtion. Indeed 
he was aſtoniſhed that men of ſuch talents as thoſe who ma- 
naged the, Impeachment, could have entertained a doubt upon 
the ſubject. He was equally convinced, that there was not 
the ſlighteſt reaſon, to doubt the right of the Britiſh Govern- 
ment to demand the aſſiſtance of a body of cavalry from Cheyt 
J 5 be Sing; 
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Sing; and there was not any thing like a ſuſpicion that could 
ariſe, he conceived, in the mind of any man, that in making 
and enforcing theſe demands, Mr. Haſtings was aCtuated by 
malicious motiyes. Equally convinced was he that the con- 
duct. of Cheyt Sing was highly contumacinous and refractoty, 
and that it deſerved puniſhment. “ God forbid !” ſaid his 

Lordthip, © that I ſhould lay the flighteſt ſtreſs upon any ex- 
preſſions in a defence, which, it is fully proved, Mr, Haſtiny; 
never wrote, and the objeCtionable parts of which he never 
ſaw ; however imprudent I may conceive Mr. Haſtings to 
have been in preſenting fuch a defence at the bar of the Houſe 
of Commons, As to the arreſt of Gu: Sing, as a judge, I can 


ſee nothing criminal in the act; though, as a ſtateſman, I think | 


it was raſh, precipitate, and unwiſe, under all the cncumſtances 
of rhe caſe, Coupling the arreſt with the purpoſe intended by 
it, namely, taking from him forty or fifty lacks of rupces, [ 
much doubt whether the fine was nor ſo heavy as to be deem- 
ed exceſſive. But when I confider that Mr. Haſtings acted, 
as in my conſcience I believe he did, from the pureſt motives 
when, after the moſt careful and attentive examination of 
the evidence, I can find nothing that induces me to believe he 
was actuated by a corrupt or a malicious motive —when 1 
conſider the alarming ſtate of India at that momentous pe- 
riod, ſurrounded as Mr. Haſtings was by enemies, and in 
. houxly expectation of the arrival of a powerful armament 
from France—when I reflect that, under Providence, he was 
the happy inſtrument of preſerving that valuable empire to 
Great Britain, and that every meaſure he took had no other 
object than the preſervation of the empire; I cannot bring 
myſelf to think that the mere miſtake in the amount of the 
fine, which ought to have been levied upon Cheyt Sing, is 
an act of criminality ; and the more eſpecially, as Mr. Haſt- 
ings did not convert the money to his own ute, but applied it 
to the preſſing exigencies of the ſervice of the Britiſh Govern- 
ment in Indi,” An additional reaſon” for his wiſhing that 
the arreſt had been feparated from the conſideration of 20 
that paſſed after the rebellion of the Raja: his Lordſhip ſaid, 
was becauſe Mr. Haſtings: was clearly juſtified in the whole 
of e eee by every principle of policy and 
prudence.” In order to determine how far Mr. Haſtings was 
Warranted in dealing with Cheyt Sing, as he conceived Sujah 
Dowlah would have dealt with him under the ſame circum- 
. 5 or as any other abfolute Prince would have dealt with 
his dependent; as in the eaſe of the failure of obedience due 
from a vaſtal to his liege Lord in feudal times; it was ne- 
e 772 r ee, 
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ceſſary, in the one inſtance, to examine and to aſcertain what 
the principles of the feudal ſyſtem were; and in the other; 
what were the known principles of the ſyſtem of government 
practiſed under the abſolute Princes of India, before their 


Lordſhips took upon them to decide, whether the'puniſhment | 


inflicted on Cheyt Sing was watranted by his diſobedience 


and contumacy. 


The hiſtory. of India, his Lordſhip faid; as far as he had 


made himſelf maſter of it, afforded abundant proof that fine 
and confinement were the uſual modes of puniſhment adopted 
by the abſolute Princes of that part of Ala, when their de- 


pendents had been guilty of diſobedience and contumacy. 


The Earl ſaid, to his ſurpriſe, it had been much inſiſted on 


in Weſtminſter Hall, chat Cheyt Sing was an independent 


ſovereign Prince, or Lord ; whereas it was clear beyond all 
queſtion, that he was to all intents and purpoſes a dependent, 


| firſt on Sujah Dowlah, and afterwards on the Britiſh Govern- 


ment in India, and conſequently reſponſible to Mr. Haſtings, 
in his character of Governor Central: for the whole of his 
conduct. On theſe eonſiderations, therefore, and thoſe I 
have before ſtated, ſaid his Lordſhip, “I ſhall certainly concur 
with the Noble and Learned Lord in voting, that the Com- 
mons have not made good this part of the firſt article.“ 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid he would not go over the facts that 
conſtituted the charge again, having ſo fully done that laſt 
week; he would only make a few obſervations relative to the 
feelings, which, ſpeaking as a judge, impreſſed his mind on the 


occaſion. He ſaid it was a known principle of Engliſh law, 


that every offender under the Britiſh Government ought to 
have his puniſhment, meaſured ad modum delifti, and that the 
idea that a-Britiſh Governor, amenable to the ſovereignty of 
Great Britain, was juſtified in acting as an abſolute and deſpotic 
ſovereign Prince, was not to be tolerated. Mr. Haſtings had 
no authority to act as a deſpotic ſovereign, and it was evident 
from his own words, that he did not-proceed to puniſh Cheyt 
Sing ad modum delicti, but ſub modo Sujah Dowlah. He would 


not allow the inſtance of the obedience of a vaſſal to his liege 


Lord in feudal times to be quite parallel and ſtrictly in point, 
and he conceived that if the motiyes of Mr. Haſtings were to 
govern their Lordſhips, they were to look to Mr. Haſtings's 


own avowal of the nature of his motives and principles. His 


Lordſhip added much other argument in ſupport of the charge, 


in reply to what had fallen from Lord 'Thurlow and the - 
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The Marquis of Lanſdown began a very ſtrong! ſpeech, with 
declaring that much praiſe was due to their Lordſhips, for the 
calm, deliberate, and grave manner in which they had taken up 
the buſineſs, and proceeded to go through the charges. Such 


conduct, in his mind, did the Houſe the higheſt honour. He 
ridiculed the pretenſions to rank, reſpect, and royalty ſet up 
for Cheyt Sing: Having heard ſo much of his importance, he 


had been-at ſome trouble to aſcertain who that great man was, 
and in confequence of his reſearches, he was enabled to declare, 


that Cheyt Sing had no line of anceſtry to be proud of, no 


honourable lineage to boaſt ; his grandfather was an adventurer 
of ſome parts, who made his way by dint of ability and intrigue, 
as moſt adventurers do, and by thoſe means he got poſieſhon 


of Benares, and ouſted the former holder of the diſtricts and 


revenues belonging to it ; his fon, Bulwant Sing, who ſucceed- 
ed him, had not equal parts (for it does not always happen that 


a ſon inherits his father's ſenſe and talents), was another in- 


triguer; and his grandſon, Cheyt Sing, a third intriguer. Each 
threw off the rightful ſovereign, and the laſt would have in- 
trigued for that purpoſe, probably with the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, and to the ſame effect, if Mr. Haſtings had not prudent- 
ly checked his ambition. When he heard the ahuſe that had 


been thrown on Mr. Haſtings, and ſaw him, like Sir Walter 
Raleigh, compared to a ſpider of Hell, he was not only anxious 
to know the extent of his conduct, under all the circum- 


ſtances of the time that he was Governor General of India, 
and particularly what the authority and powers were under 
which he acted. With this latter view, he had inquired for 


Mr. Haſtings's commiſſion, and was aſtoniſhed when he found 

_ it to be ſo extremely ſhort and comprehenſive. Seeing that, 

be aſked for his inſtructions, for every one of their Lord- 
ſhips who had been in office, well knew that when a new 


Governor was ſent out to any of his Majeſty's American co- 
lonies, or Britiſh dependencies abroad, it was not only uſual 
to give him a long commiſſion deſeribing his powers, but to 
accompany it with a ſet of inſtructions, in order to provide, 
as much as poſſible, for the objects in contemplation of his 
Majeſty's miniſters at the time. Was that the gaſe with Mr. 
Haſtings? Nothing like it. He held his commiſſion in his 
hand, the Marquis ſaid, aud he would read it to their Lord- 
ſhips. It was but ſhort. The purport of it was, that the 
Directors of the Eaſt India Company appointed Warren 


Haſtings, Eſq. Governor General of all their poſſeſſions in 
India, and inveſted him with the whole government civil 


military. With reſpect to inſtructions, Mr. Haſtings did not 


carry 


nnd Bt. a a ad Aa 
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carry out a ſingle line. His commiſſion was his ſole authority; 
and would any man, after hearing what he had juſt ſtated, 
venture to aſſert, that Mr. Haſtings, as Governor General of 


India, was not to be conſidered as an abſolute Sovereign 


Prince in India? He was ſo to all intents and purpoſes, and 
it would have been abſurd to have expected any good to re- 
ſult from his government, if he were viewed in any other 
light. 5 i | 


The Marquis inſtanced the ſervices of Lord Cornwallis, 


and ſaid, great and important as thoſe ſervices were, the 
Noble Lord could not have atchieved them, if he had not 
been allowed to exert abſolute power. He was aware that 
he poſſeſſed, and he had exerciſed it in yarious inſtances much 
to his own honour, and the advantage of the Company, and 
the Britiſh intereſts in India. On the other Hand, he thought, 
what Mr. Haſtings perhaps would not be pleaſed to hear, that 
he did not ſtand entitled to have his conduct tried by the prin- 


ciples of Engliſh juſtice. If it had been praQicable, he ought 


to have Mahomedan judges and a Mahomedan jury. It was 
not poſſible that Briziſh- judges and Britiſh jurors could be 
competent to decide on conduct ariſing out of circumſtances 
ſo new to Britiſh ears, ſo irreconcileable to Britiſh. cuſtoms 


the genius of the Government being free and liberal, all 


practices under it were neceſſarily governed by the ſame prin- 
ciples of freedom and liberality. Not ſo the conduct of ar- 
bitrary Sovereigns; the minds of their ſubjects being familiar 
with the ſight of unlimited power in daily exerciſe, they com- 
plained not of injuſtice, and ſuffered without a murmur, when 


they were conſcious they only ſuffered one day, what might 
be the lot of their neighbours the next. From this view of 


deſpotiſm, and the conduct of deſpotic Princes, the Marquis 
ſaid, he conſidered it as downright nonſenſe to talk of ap- 
plying the precepts of the Chriſtian religion, and the prin- 


ciples of Engliſi government, to ſubjects accuſtomed to livre 


under Mahomedan laws, Mahomedan cuſtoms, and the ſyſtem 
4 oppreſſion practiſed under the government of abſolute 
rinces. pee . | 
The great, and indeed only queſtions in the caſe of Mr. 
Haſtings ought to be theſe :—Had he governed India to the 
latisfaction of the people? and had he improved the intereſt 
which his native country had in thoſe diſtant. poſſeſſions ?. 
Theſe would have been the only queſtions which the late 
King of Pruſſia, the greateſt and wiſeſt man of the age, 
would have aſked Mr. Haſtings, if he had poſſeſſed ſo rich a 


dominion and ſo meritorious a-ſervant, That able ſtateſman 
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and profound politician would have dealt with a perſon hold. 
ing and exerciſing a diſtant government of great importance 
and authority in this way. He would have looked to the 
general reſult of his Governor's conduct. He would have 
faid, “ ſent you to rule over an extenſive territory, peopled 
with thirty millions. of ſubjects. I entruſted you with five 
millions of 
T gave you unlimited powers. Have you abuſed thoſe pow- 
ers? have you embezzled the revenues entruſted to your ma- 
nagement? have you injured the ſubjects put under your 
protection? or have you diminiſhed the extent of my terri- 
tories ?” Had ſuch queſtions been put to Mr. Haftings, what 
would have been the anſwer? «© ot rn 
The anſwer their Lordſhips well knew; becauſe it was the 
language of truth: “ I came to the government, when its 
_ reſources ſcarcely exceeded three millions a year When ! 
left it, they were increaſed to five millions five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds a year. I enlarged your dominions, and I left 
the people happy and contented, and pleaſed with my con- 
duct.“ The King of Pruſſia, ſatisfied with ſuch an anſwer, 
would have inquired no further. He would not have de- 
ſcended to inquire into the minutiæ of his government, to 
be laboriouſly employed in tracing out every-peccadillo and 


_ miſtake ariſing from error of judgment; he would not have 


been trying his Governor for years together after his return 
home, in order to diſcover ſome pitiful drawback from ſervices 
the moſt meritorious and uſeful to his country. He would 
have acknowledged that Mr. Haſtings. had made a benehcia! 
uſe of the abſolute power lodged in his hands. The Marquis 
- truſted, that no perſon would conſtrue what he had ſaid, as 
intending to caſt a reflection on the Houſe of Commons, for 
preferring the accuſation. Their motives were perfectly pure 
he was convinced. He concladed by declaring, that he 
ſhould not finally vote, yet he had examined the- charge 
with the cloſeſt attention; he was ſatisfied, that inſtead of 
_ maliciouſly perſecuting and eagerly oppreſſing Cheyt Sing, Mr. 
_ Haſtings had manifeſted patience and forbearance even to 
a blameable degree, and was convinced in his conſcience 
that Mr. Haſtings ought to be acquitted of every part of the 
charge. EN nd fur woo pg ety ro... 
The Biſhop of Rocheſten ſaid, that when he conſidered the 
accuſation preferred againſt Mr. Haſtings, which was of the 
moſt grave and important nature, he could not, conſiſtently 
with what he thought due to the character in which he ſat in 
the Houſe, content himſelf by giving a ſilent vote, the mw 
Fe 7 Wn WT , 


revenue for the ſupport of your government, and 


—_ a 77 


Maken 10. 
ſo, as, after the fulleſt examination of it, he ſhould vote for 


the entire acquittal of Mr. Haſtings. His Lordſhip ſaid, he 
could not agree with the Noble Marquis that it was of any 


conſequence to the merits of the cauſe, whether Cheyt Sing 
could boaſt of a long line of anceſtyy or not. Be he of ever 
ſo obſcure origin, he was entitled to juſtice as an individual, 
as much as any other man ſtanding in the ſame relation to 
the Britiſh Government in India, Neither could he concur 
with the Noble Marquis's idea, that Mr. Haſtings ought to be 
tried by Mahomedan judges and a Mahomedan jury. A 
| Britiſh fubject was entitled by Britiſh laws, to be tried by a 
Britiſh jury and Britiſh judges, acting upon the principles of 
juſtice, recognized and eſtabliſhed under the Britiſh conſt i- 
tution. Mr. Haſtings had been tried by the higheſt Court 
in the kingdom, and he had no doubt but the Court would 
continue to proceed with that temper, impartiality, and fair- 
neſs, which had on all occaſions ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed 
its character. | 5, . e 
The Biſhop proceeded to a very minute and accurate ex- 
amination of the facts alleged in the charge as crimes. He 


began this head of his ſpeech with obſerving upon the tenure 
under which Cheyt Sing held his Zemindary, and the duties 


that were impoſed upon him. He proved, by a reference to 
the evidence, that he had violated all the conditions of his 
tenure, and ſaid it was clearly made out, that he had in- 
variably ſhewn himſelf a difloyal and diſaffected ſubject 
that he had actually forfeited his Zemindary, and that, in 
point of fact, if Mr. Haſtings were cenſurable at all, it was 
for a fooliſh partiality to Cheyt Sing, which led him to pay 
too little attention to the complaints, which for a ſeries of 
years had been made to him againſt Cheyt Sing. It was not 
poſſible, he ſaid, to impute a criminal intention to Mr. Haſt- 
ings; and thinking, as his Lordſhip faid' he did, that the 


Jemindary was forfeited, it was impoſſible for him to con- 


demn that Gentleman for intending to impoſe a heavy fine 
upon him for his manifold delinquencies. The Biſhop de- 
clared, that he never would impute criminal intentions to any 
—＋ but where the fact, as in the caſe of murder, was malum 
per ſe. e | * So . 
His Lordſhip coneluded by declaring that he ſhould vote 
againſt the motiones © fd 2h Oe a, 1 

The queſton was then put, and the Not. Contents were de- 
clared to have it. J17F 22 EU ML Ig 
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' WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, Los, 
FRIDAY, March 13. (RIS. 


ham in the Chair, | 7 18 

Tord Thurkw roſe to open the next article of the allegation 
in the Benares article, which was, that after the expulſion of 
Cheyt Sing, Mr. Haſtings cauſed the caſtle of Bidjygur, the 
reſidence of Pauna, to be befieged, though ſhe and the wo- 
men had had no concern in the fuppoſed rebellion ; that he 
never inquired whether the treaſures contained in Bidjygur 
were the property of the women or Cheyt Sing; that he ſti⸗ 
mulated the army to rapine and outrage, bs the wicked orders 
he iſſued, and that the women were ultimately plundered in 

eantequence of thoſe orders... Noe int 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he would not ſtop to notice the ſtrange 
mode in which the article was worded ; the blunder of call- 
ing the ſtrongeſt fortreſs in Indoſtan after Gualior, a caſtle; 
the aſſertion that it was the reſidence of Pauna and her at- 
tendants ; Their Lordſhips all knew that it was, in fact, the 
ſtrong hold of Cheyt Sing, and the place where he kept all 
his treaſures. They knew that until that fortreſs was cap- 
tured, the war could not be ſaid to be at an end. It was in 
evidence that Cheyt Sing retired with his women from Pa- 
teeta to Bidjygur, and unwilling to ſtand a ſiege himſelf, had 
quitted the fortreſs, carrying with him as much of his trea- 
ſure as he could convey away, and leaving only what he 
could not carry off, with a garriſon of ſeven hundred men in 
the fort, and his mother, and many of the women of his 
family. It was in evidence alſo, that as ſoon as Mr. Haſtings 
heard of his flight, and that he had left his women in the 
fortreſs, he earneſtly recommended to Major Popham to treat 
Pauna, the mother of Cheyt Sing, with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs and attention, to which Mr. Haſtings obſerves, ſhe was 
entitled by her ſex, her rank, and the ſtation ſhe had filled, 


The Houſe being reſolved into a Committee, LordWalfing- 


and ſtill more by her misfortunes. | = 
The queſtion for their Lordſhips conſideration would be, 
whether any circumſtance in the ſubſequent letters of Mr. 
Haſtings recommended, or authoriſed, or ordered a difterent 
mode of proceeding to this lady., 'The evidenee he would en- 
deavour to ſtate with the utmoſt correctneſs. After the ficye 
of Bidgygur had continued for almoſt a month, the evidence 
begins by a private letter from Mr. Haſtings to Major Popham, 
which is an anſwer to one from the Major to him, which does 
not appear. By the anſwer it is clear, however, that the Ran- 
nee had made a propoſal to retire from the fort on the condi- 
„ | 3 | tions 
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Manch 13] HASTINGS'S IMPEACHMENT. _ 43 
tions which Mr. Haſtings thought unreaſonable ; and that, by 
the mode propoſed, ſhe might contrive to defraud the captors 
of a conſiderable part of the booty or reward to which he 
thought they were ſo well entitled. Mr. Haſtings ſays he can 
make no objection; that Major Popham muſt be the beſt judge, 
and that he will certainly ratify any thing Major Papham has 


engaged for; but he poſitively declares that he never will allow | 


her to hold any land or any authority in the Zemindary, with- 
out being ſubje& to the authority of the Zemindar. This 
letter is dated the 22d of October 1781. ARE Pon 

In a ſecond letter, dated the 3d of November, Mr. Haſtings 
expreſſes his readineſs to comply with all the conditions on 


which Pauna had agreed to ſurrender the fort; that is, ſhe 


had preferred certain conditions herſelf, to which Mr. Haſtings 
fully conſents; but adds, that if, after he has conſented to her 
own propoſals, ſhe does not give up the fort in twenty- 
four hours, he ſhall conſider her refuſal as a wanton affront ; 
that he will then grant her no conditions, but leave her expoſed 
to thoſe dangers which ſhe chuſes to riſque, rather than truſt 
to the generolity and clemency of the Engliſh Government. 
If ſhe complies, ſays Mr. Haſtings to Major Popham, it will 
be your part to ſecure the fort and the property it contains for 
the benefit of yourſelf and detachment. | 

Lord Thurlow ſaid that de believed there was not one ſyl- 
lable in theſe letters, which was intended to produce, or which 
could poſſibly produce, the effect {tated in the articleQ. 


It was impoſſible that theſe private letters to Major Pophant 


could have ſtimulated the army to rapine or outrage, for the 
contents of them never were communicated to the army: 
The firſt contained an opinion, that the officers and ſoldiers 
compoſing the beſieging army were entitled to the treaſures 
which were in Bidjygur ; the latter repeated the ſame opinion. 

It was alſo impothble, that when the fort was ſurrendered, 
Pauna, her relations, and dependents, ſhould have been plun- 
dered in conſequence of the ſpirit of rapacity excited by the 
orders of Mr. Haſtings, becauſe it was proved in evidence, by 


Major Popham, that the accident happened owing to an out- | 


polt not having been withdrawn agreeably to his orders. Mr. 
Haſtings is next accuſed of endeavouring, by various artifices and 
devices, to retract his own declaration and permiſſion to the ar- 
my to ſhare the plunder, and to recover the ſpoil which they had 
divided. —Failing in that, he attempted to obtain it as a loan, of 


which being alfo diſappointed, he was altogether fruſtrated as 


if 4 2 


to the attainment of the object of his journey to Benares. 


Lord Thurlow ſaid, he was utterly at a loſs how to treat 


{luis part of the charge as a crime; but as there certainly 


<[F]Þ2 | appeared. 
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44 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lon 
appeared to be ſomething (exceedingly ſhabby and unbe- 
coming a great character in ſuch a mode of proceeding, 

he thought it but right to lay the whole evidence before their 

Lordſhips, for their confideration, „ 
_  -Bidjygur ſurrendered on the 10th, after a breach was made, 
which the ſpringing of a mine would very ſoon have rendered 
practicable. - Immediate notice was ſent to, Mr. Haſtings of 
the ſurrender. It does not appear that any letter was writ. 
ten to Mr, Haſtings on the 11th ; on the 1 2th- there was a let- 
ter from Major Popham to Mr. Haſtings, but without any 
mention of the diviſion of the plunder, Captain Calcraf:, 
an aid-de-cawp of Major Popham, was deputed to Mr, 
Haſtings, and confeſſed to him that the diviſion of the plunder 
had been made. That gentleman told their Lordſhips what 
paſſed between him and Mr, Hattings ; the diſpleaſure expreſſ- 
ed by Mr. Haſtings, at the diviſion having been made fo ſud- 
denly, and without authority z his poſitive denial that the let- 
ters to Major Popham were meant to be or could be conſtrued. 
as an order: But it does not appear that Mr, Haſtings ever en- 
tertained the notion of retracting his opinion, which uniformly 
was, that the officers had a right to the bocty, and that he would 
exert himſelf to obtain it for them legally and ſecurely. My 
Lords, faid Lord Thurlow, the officers themſelves dy not 
quote the two letters in queſtion as orders, after they came to the 
knowledge of them, They ſay, that he opinion of Mr. Haſt- 


ings, ſo fully correſponding with their own, induced them to 
make an immediate diviſion. Mr. Haſtings in his anſwer 
explains himſelf moſt clearly: He ſays that even if the amount 
had been uncommonly great, he ſhould have hoped the Com- 
pany might have had the immediate benefit of it, in their preſſ- 
ing FITS, the property being ſecured by bonds to the cap- 


tors; if a moderate ſum, he would himſelf have authoriſed 
the diſtribution; and had he in any event thought it right 
to apply to the Board, he would himſelf have. adviſed the 
gift. Mr. Haſtings adds, that if Major Popham conceived his 
private letters to contain the ſanction which he attributes to 
them, he is ſorry that he did not avail himſelf of his entire 
knowledge of Mr. Haſtiugs's private ſentiments. He deſires 
Major Popham to ſend him copies of all thoſe letters, and 
particularly one of the 10th of November, written by Major 
Palmer, his ſecretary, which comprizes his opinions and wiſſlies 
in the fulleſt and molt poſitive terms. Though Major (now 
Colonel) Popham was croſs- examined at conſiderable length 
by the Managers, yet it is very ſingular that they never did alk 
him any queſtions relative to this very particular letter of Mr. 
Hlaſtings. The Managers had the power, if they choſe to uſe 

8 = AER 1 Ee Oy 115 
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it, of removing every doubt from the ſubject: As the evidence 
ſtood, it was moſt clear, that at every period Mr. Haſtings con- 
tended for the right of the army to the Bidjygur prize- money; 
but denied that they were authoriſed by him to ſeize their 
right, without firſt applying to him; and it is. equally clear that 
the officers do not ſtate the letters which are called orders in 
the charge, higher than opinions, which entirely coincided with 
their o π , é PT . | 
From this review of the evidence, and the reflections 
which appeared to him to _ ariſe from it, their Lordſhips 
would determine whether Mr. Haſtings had aQted that ſhabby 
part which the Managers imputed to og He thought it no 
more than juſtice to a man who filled ſo elevated a rank in life, 
to ſtate the facts fairly, though in truth what the Managers had 
charged did not amount to a crime, It was next alleged 
_ againſt Mr, Haſtings, that he acted againſt his own declared 
and recorded opinions, which were, that the very idea of prize- 
money was deſtruction to the army, and ought to be avoided 
like poiſon, Their Lordſhips would find this alſo a charge not 
amounting. to a crime; but it would be fair to ſtate to them 
what appeared in the evidence, and what carried conviction to 
his mind, that the caſe, in which Mr. Haſtings uſed the ex- 
prefſion alluded to, was ſo exceedingly different from that 
of Bidjygur, as to make it impoſſible to charge him with 
inconſiſtency. 5 | | 
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defenceleſs town. On an application on the ſubject from the 


Commander in Chief to Mr. Haſtings, that gentleman gives 


the orders which are quoted in evidence by the Managers, as 
cContradicting, which they certainly do not in the ſmalleſt de. 
gree, the ſentiments that Mr. Haſtings held in 1781. The 
ſubſtance is, that the Britiſh army was acting as a ſtipendiary 
army, in a ſervice by which the ſtate of Bengal was to receive 
conliderable benefit; that under no circumſtances could they 
be entitled to plunder, except in a fortreſs or camp taken by 
ſtorm; that Sujah Dowlah's reaſoning was unanſwerable, 
How could he diſcharge his engagements with the Company, 
if every thing in the Rohilla country became the property of _ 
the Britiſh army? | e N . 
At Bidjygur the caſe was totally different; the Company's 
was the principal, not the auxiliary force; and conſequently the 
ſame reaſoning would not apply in the ſmalleſt degree. Lord 
Thurlow profeſſed that he did not fee ſo much irregularity in 
the mode of proceeding adopted by the officers. The place 
Itſelf muſt have fallen in a very few days; and, to avoid the 
dreadful conſequences of a ſtorm, Pauna was induced to ſur- 
render the fort, on condition of receiving 15 per cent. on 
the amount of the treaſures in the fort; and Colonel Popham 
readily granted her thoſe conditions. If, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, the fortreſs was not to be deemed, vith reſpect to plun- 
der, a fortreſs taken by ſtorm, and if it ſhould be a preva- 
lent idea, that nothing could juſtify plunder, but the actual cap- 
ture of a fortreſs by ſtorm, * was much afraid that no fortreſs 
in future would be permitted to ſurrender. On all grounds, 
Lord Thurlow ſaid, it was moſt apparent, that Mr. Haſtings 
was clearly with the officers in the queſtion of their right to the 
property found in Bidjygur according to uſage; and the only 
point in diſpute was, whether they were juſtified in exerciſing 
that right themſelves, under the two paſſages in the private let- 
ters from Mr. Haſtings to Colonel Pophamn. | 
As to all the remaining parts of this charge, he imagined 
their Lordſhips would all be of opinion that they had not been 
made good. It muſt have been owing to careleſſneſs that Mr. 
_ Haſtings was criminally charged for raiſing the public revenue 
from two hundred and thirty to four hundred thouſand pounds 
a year. He had already ſaid, that that additional revenue had 
been regularly paid from the time it was ſettled by Mr. Haſt- 
ings to the preſent day. The remaining allegations were 
equally unimportant in his mind; but he would ſit down with⸗ 
out moving any queſtion until he heard the ſentiments of other 
Noble Lords; for he was ſeriouſly anxious to go into the fulleſt 
5 e on 
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diſcuſſion of every point on which there could be the ſlighteſt 
difference of opinion amongſt their Lordſhips. 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he had no objection to the taking 
the whole of the reſidue of the charge on one (queſtion, be- 
cauſe undoubtedly the plunder of the foldiery on the taking of 
the fort of Bidjygur was the main fact alleged in the reſidue 
of the charge; but he could not help differing materially with 
the Noble and Learned Lord, as to his reaſoning upon that fact, 
and all the circumſtances of the caſe. He would put wholly 
out of the queſtion all conſideration of the ſex of the Rannee, 
| becauſe, though arguments might be drawn from it, calculated 
to add to the colouring, and heighten and aggravate the extent 
of the charge, they were rather to be regarded as an appeal to 
the paſſions of their Lordſhips than to their judgment. With 
regard to the law of plunder, it was in itſelf an indefinite 
term; he conceived that nothing could properly be deemed 
plunder, that had not undergone a legal adjudication. Nobody 
would contend that an army might ſpread itſelf over a country 
and ſeize upon every ſpecies of property it met with, becauſe 
that would not only prove a total want of diſcipline, but tend 
evidently to the ruin of the army itſelf. A ſoldier ſo poſſeſſ- 
ing himſelf of the property of another, would not only in the eye 
of the law be individually reſponſible to the owner, but would 
be guilty of a criminal act. That, however, did not imme- 
diately apply to the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, in reſpect to the 
charge under the conſideration of the Committee, upon which, 
ſpeaking as a judge, he could not avoid ſaying, he was impreſſed 
with a very different opinion from that ſtated by the Noble and 
Learned Lord.—He thought the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, 
throughout the tranſaction, highly unjuſtifiable; and he reſted 
that ſentiment on the proof afforded by the two letters, that of 
the 22d of October, and that of November the 3d, from which 
the Noble and Learned Lord had drawn concluſions ſo extreme- 
ly favourable to Mr. Haſtings. His Lordfhip read the eſſential 
part of the letter of October 22, 1781, as follows: “I am this 
inſlant favoured with yours of yeſterday, Mine of the ſame 
date has before thig time acquainted you with my reſolutions 
and ſentiments reſpecting the Rannee (the mother of the Ra- 
ja Cheyt Sing). I think every demand ſhe has made to you, 


except that of ſafety and reſpect for her perſon, is unreaſona- 


ble. If the reports brought to me are true, your rejecting her 
offers, or any negotiations with her, would ſoon obtain you 
poſſeſſion of the fort upon your own terms. I apprehend that 
ihe will contrive to defraud the captors of a conſiderable part 
of the booty by being ſuffered to depart without examination : 
But this is your confideration, and not mine, I ſhould be very forry 
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that your officers and ſoldiers loſt apy part of the reward 10 
which they are ſo well entitled; but I cannot make any objec- 
tions, as you muſt be the beſt judge of the expediency of the 
promiſed indulgence to the Rannee. What you have engaged 


for I will certainly ratify,” c. His Lordſhip proceeded to 


comment, with great pointedneſs, on the language and terms 
of this letter, and reprehended every one of the ſtrong paſlages, 


eſpecially that in which Mr. Haſtings, after expreſſing his ap- 


prehenſions of the Rannee's contriving © to defraud the cap. 
tors of a confiderable part of the booty, by being ſuffered to 
retire without examination,” ſays—* but this is your conſedera- 
tion, and not mine.” So far from this being proper language and 
advice for Mr. Haſtings to hold, he contended, that it was a 
groſs neglect and omiſſion of his duty; and, coupled with the 
next ſentence “ I ſhould be ſorry that your officers and ſol- 


_ diers ſhould loſe any part of the reward to which they are ſo 


well entitled,” amounted. not merely to a licence, but held out 
an encouragement to plunder. Having emphatically prefſed 


his remarks on theſe parts of the letter of October, his Lord- 


ſhip adverted to that of November, and obſerved upon it with 
equal ſeverity of conſtruction. - The letter of November 3, 
1781, was as follows: © I am willing to grant her now the ſame 


conditions to which I at firſt conſented; provided that ſhe de- 


livers into your poſſeſſion, within twenty-four hours from the 
time of receiving your meſlage, the fort of Bidjygur, with the 


| treaſure and effects. lodged therein by Cheyt Sing, or any of 


his adherents, with the reſerve only, as above mentioned, of 
ſuch articles as you ſhall think neceflary to her ſex and condi- 
tion; or as you ſhall be diſpoſed of yourſelf to indulge her with. 
If ſhe complies, as I expect ſhe will, it will be your part to ſe- 
cure the fort, and the property it contains, for the benefit of your- 


ſelf and detachment. I have only further to requeſt that you 


will grant an eſcort, if Pauna ſhould require it, to conduct her 
here, or wherever the may chooſe to retire to: But ſhould ſhe 
refuſe ta execute the promiſe ſhe has made, or delay it beyond the 
term of twenty-four hours, it is my poſitive injunction, that you | 
immediately put a ſtop to any further intercourſe or negotia- 

tion with her, and on no pretext. renew it. If ſhe diſap- 
points or :riſles with me, after I have ſubjected my Duan to the 


diſgrace of returning ineffectually, and of courſe myſelf to 


diſcredit, I ſhall conſider it as a wanton affront and indignit) 


which I can never forgive; nor will I grant her any conditions 


whatever, but leave her expoſed to thoſe dangers which ihe 
has choſen to riſque, rather than truſt to the clemency and ge- 
neroſity of our government. I think ſhe canndt, ybecignorant 


of, theſe conſequences, and will not venture to incur them 1 
9 5 e and 
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and it is for this reaſon I place a dependence on her offers, and 
have conſented to ſend my Duan to her.” His Lordſhip con- 
tended that nothing could be more tyrannical, arbitrary, and 
oppreſſive, than the ſtyle and terms of this letter; it was ſuch 
as a Britiſh Governor could ſcarcely be warranted in having 
written on almoſt any occaſion that could poſſibly have occur- 
red; leaſt of all could it, in his mind, be eee under the pe- 
culiar circumſtances of the caſe in queſtion. As to the ſub- 
ſequent attempt to make the officers and ſoldiers refund the 


plunder which they had been thus encouraged to take, and to 


pay it on the footing of a loan, his Lordſhip conceived it was 


rather to be treated as matter of ridicule than of ſerious ar- 


gument. Their Lordſhips all pretty well knew how difficult 
it was to get any body to refund eſpecially a victorious ſol- 
diery. In the inſtance in queſtion, what had been the anſwers? 
One officer ſaid, * I ſhould have no objection; but you mult 
aſk my creditors.— I was in debt, and I have applied my ſhare 
of the money to diſcharge my debts. Another declared © he 
never had before an opportunity to make his fortune, He 

had made his fortune then, and they might get the money from 
him if they could. And ſuch were the fort of anſwers given, 
and the only ſort of anſwers that were to be expected; conſe- 
quently the attempt to get back the money failed altogetber.— 
With regard to other parts of the charge, the Lord Chancellor 

ſaid, he had differed from the Noble Lord before, and he till 
retained the ſentiments he had ſtated on that ſubject to the 
Committee; he therefore thought tlie conduct of Mr. Haſt- 
ings, as alleged in that part of the firſt article, did amount to 
a high miſdemeanor, and he ſhould give his vote for the queſ- 


tion, That the Commons had made good the charges contained 


in the reſidue of the firſt article.“ : | 84 
Lord Wurlotvo, iu reply, ſaid, that the Noble and Learned 
Lord had miſtaken his ſtatement, The firſt letter to Major 
Popham contained an opinion as to the beſt mode of getting 
poſſeſſion of the fort, but poſitively tefuſing to allow Pauna to 
execute independent authority in the Zemindary of Benares. 
The ſecond contained an unqualified aſſent to all the propoſi- 
tions made by Pauna, on the ſurrender of the fort. It was 
abfolutely impoſſible that Mr. Haſtings could be ſuppoſed to 
intend either to excite the army to rapine or outrage, by any 
tentiments contained in thoſe letters. K | | 
The Lord Chancellor again roſe, and faid he had no objection 
to the Learned Lord's putting all that remained of this article 
into one queſtion. 37 ny NIPnnet 
Tord Thurlzwo then moved, that the Commons had made 
good the ten remaining allegations in the firſt article; which 
Fox, II. SUPPL. 1 N Was 
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was negatived : And having gone completely through the ar. 
ticle, Lord Walſingham, as Chairman, reported progreſs, 
and the Committee was appointed to ſit again on Monday 
the 16th inſtant. VVT 


_ "Monvpay, March 16. 
When the Order of the Day for going into a Committee on 
the impeachment of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. was read, 
_ The Duke , Norfolk roſe, and faid, that previous to the 
Houſe going into the Committee, he wiſhed to notice the 
proceedings that had already taken place; his Grace in ſome 
manner cenſured the mode that had been adopted of putting 
the queſtion upon every individual article of each charge, and 
dividing upon. it : The deciſion thus given, went abroad as the 
verdict of the Houſe upon the charge thus diſcuſſed ; but his 
Grace thought, that the Peers ſhould each in their individual 
capacity, as judges in this trial, give their verdict of Guilty or 
Not Guilty, upon each charge of the Impeachment as preſented 
at their bar by the Commons of England. Therefore, as he 
underſtood that the firſt charge had already received that de- 
liberation and deciſion in the Committee to which he alluded, 
and that the Committee were now going to the conſider- 
ation of the ſecond charge of the Impeachment, he thought 
it proper to ſuggeſt the above mode of deciſion, and made a 
J oo ood ot 
This being objected to by Lord Thurlow, and his reaſons 
for objecting to it ſtated, the Duke withdrew his motion, and 
then moved, That the Committee of the whole Houſe be 
directed to report to the Houſe their proceedings upon the 
755 article of the Impeachment againſt Warren Haſtings, 
EI IF; | 3 2 ; ü | | : | 
| ; JF Thurlow in reply faid, that if the Noble Duke had 
been preſent at the commencement of the conſideration of 
the mode of. proceeding proper for the Houle to adopt, as 
well for its own convenience as for the better ſecuring the 
ends of ſubſtantial juſtice, he would have heard the mode of 
proceeding fit to be adopted, dehberated upon with great 
coolneſs and temper, and known that the refalt had been a 
determination, that a Committee ſhould take the ſeveral 
charges ſeparately into their conſideration, and come to deci- 
ſions on ſuch queſtions as they ſhould deem proper and ap- 
plicable, and that the Houſe ſhould afterwards have a free 
and full opportunity of diſcuſſing the whole of their reſolu- 
tions, and the grounds on which they ſtood, previous to their 
| 8 Gs e pro- 
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proceeding to Weſtminſter Hall to pay judgment. With re- 
card to himſelf, bis Lordſhip ſaid, he had been perfectly in- 
different, what the mode of proceeding ſhould be; but a 
Committee having been appointed, in the manner that he 
had ſtated, he thought their Lordſhips had better, for the 
preſent, leave the buſineſs in the hands of that Committee. 
His Lordſhip ſpoke of the abſolute neceſſity of thoſe who 
were to give a verdict on any charge of a criminal nature, 
previouſly to conſult together, for the purpoſe of forming 
that verdict: And ſtill more neceſſary was it, where there 
was a great number of judges to give a verdict upon charges 
ſo multifarious as thoſe, which were to be found in the ar- 
ticles of the Impeachment. He put the caſe of a man in- 
dicted for perjury and forgery in one indictment, and” aſked 
if ſome conſultation was not abſolutely neceſſary on the part 
of thoſe who were to give the verdict, previous to their 
going into Court to deliver it ? 1 fl. 8 . 

It would, he ſaid, be impoſſible for the Houſe to determine 
on the mode propoſed by x 26 Noble Duke at preſent, becauſe 
the Houſe was not in poſſeſſion of the particulars that had 
tranſpired in the Committee; a great deal of light had there 
been thrown upon the ſubject: But till a report from the 
Committee was made to the Houſe, it would be preſumptuous 
to give a verdict ; he agreed, however, that when the charges 
had been gone through in the Committee and the report made, 
then the mode, as propoſed by the Noble Duke, was the 
molt proper to purſue. eee D e 
De Duke of Norfolk ſaid, he was by no means convinced 
by what had fallen from the Noble and Learned Lord. He 
admitted that a previous conſultation among thoſe who were 
to deliver a verdict, was in almoſt all caſes neeeſſary, but he 
thought his motion would tend to render the proceedings 
more clear and perſpicuous. The Duke ſaid, that what he 
meant to impreſs upon the Houſe as his opinion was, that 
they ſhould give their verdict upon the different charges in 
the ſame manner as if they attached to different and diſtinct 
perſons, and for that reaſon he had made his motion; but 
upon the obſervation of the Noble and Learned Lord, he now 
found that it would have been more conſiſtent with the forms 
of debate to have let the Houſe go into a Committee, and 
then have moved that the Chairman report progreſs; how- 
ever, as it was underſtood that the Committee were to go 
into the ſecond charge of the Impeachment, and he withed 
the Houſe to diſcuſs the firſt, he truſted that the ſeeming ir- 
regularity of his moving for the report now would not be 
decmed irrelevant. His Grace +a in his motion. 
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Lord Thurloeu ſaid, that this motion went to diſcharge the 
Committee, and take the buſineſs out of their hands. 
The queſtion was put, and the Ner- Contents had it. 
The Houſe then refolved itſelf into a Committee, Lord 
Walſingham in the Chair; when jeonends wei 
Lord T hurlow.addrefled their Lordſhips on the matter con. 
tained in the ſecond article. He ſaid, that he ſhould wait 
until he heard the ſentiments of other Noble Lords, before 
he propoſed to put only a ſingle queſtion upon this article, 
Which, in bis own opinion, would be ſufficient. If any Lords 
ſhould deſire to divide it into parts, he would propoſe as many 
{ſeparate quellions as there ſhould appear to be doubts as to 
the innocence of Mr. Haſtings, In his view of the ſubject, 
there were but three points to be conſidered in this article = 
The propriety of Mr, Haſtings's conduct, firſt in aſſenting 
to the Nabob's propoſition for reſuming the jaghires, and 
afterwards, for uſing a degree of compulſion to induce him 
to adopt that ſalutary meaſure: Secondly, his conſent to the 
reſumption of the treaſures of his mother: And thirdly, his 
diſobedience of (What the charge calls) the orders of the Di- 
rectors, in not making a full inquiry into the fact of the 
Pegums rebellion. Theſe were the three points, according 
to his idea, on which the charge turned, in fo far as there 
was any evidence produced that affected Mr. Haſtings. - The 
ſuppoſed. treaty with the elder Begum he ſhould paſs over, 
becauſe it was'clear from the evidence, that neither the Board 
nor Mr. Haſtings had authoriſed Mr. Middleton to conclude 
any, treaty. with her. The hardſhips and diſtreſſes which had 
been twice ſuſtained by the women in the Khord Mohul, he 
Mould alſo paſs over; fnce it was perſectly clear to him from 
the evidence, that Mr. Haſtings never heard of them. It is 
alſo clear ſrom the evidence, that when the humanity of an 
Engliſh officer induced him to relieve them, the Nabob wrote 
a very angry letter to him, for preſuming to interfere in the 
manner he did. He ſhould. allo paſs over the allegation of 
the horrid and cruel methods practiſed; to compel the eunuchs 
to diſcover the treaſures of the Begum, 4 
There was no proof that any ſuch means had been made 
uſe of; but here again, Mr. Haſtings neither authoriſed nor 
adyiſed horrid or cruel means His orders were direct, clear, 
and poſitive ; Firſt, that the ſervice ſhould be proſecuted until 
the Begum and ber ſervants were at the entire mercy of the 
Nabob, and their wealth ſecured from private embezzlement; 
and next, it was his ſtrenuous advice to the Nabob, that the 
conduct of the Begum's eunuchs, at the time of the rebellion, 
ſhould be fully inveſtigated; and that, if on ſuch * 
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they ſnould be found guilty, the Nabob would puniſh them 


excmplarily as au example to others. Their Lor dibips hnew 
from the evidence, that this advice was not followed, nor his 


orders obeyed, The eunuchs were pardoned on the condition 
of payiag'a' certain ſum from the Begum's treaſury, and it 


was fora deficiency in performing. thęir agreement, that they 
were couſined from February to October 1782, a ſhort part 
of the time in very ſlight irons; but the place of their con- 
ſinement was a palace, and they had its gardens. to range in. 
Even of this ſlight conſinement it was in evidence alſo that 
Mr. Haſtings was ignorant, and conſequently the propriety of 
his conduct turned only on the three points which. he had 
already mentioned to their Lordſhips. o 
hHeſore he confidered- theſe three tranſactions, his Lordſhip 
ſaid, he would mention the point of vie in which the charge 


ſtruck him, which, though unneceſſary for him to {xm to 


ſatisfy his own conſcience in the vote which he ſhould give, 
did, he conceived, require very ſerious conſideration from 
any Noble Lord, if there was one, who. thought that the 
Commons had made good any one point in this article. 


A Noble and Learned Lord nn in the dic. 


euſſion of the Benares article, bad ſaid, that the Managers for 


the Commons had weakened their cauſe very much, by their 
attempts to prove that Cheyt Sing was an independent Prince. 
Had they ſucceeded, the caſe, in the Noble and Learned 


Lord's opinion, would have been very different, becauſe the 

diſtinction between doing an act of injuſtice to your on 
ſubjects, and to an independent Sovereign, or the ſubjects of 
an independent Sovereign, was very material indeed. Lord 
Thurlow ſaid, that he ſully concurred; with the Noble and 
Learned Lord, and he defired him to take the diſtinction in 


the preſent caſe, The Commons, it is true, had affirmed in 


their articles, that the conduct obſerved towards Cheyt Sing 
and the Begums, had involved the Britiſh name and character 
in unſpeakable diſhonour and diſgrace in the eyes of all Aſia. 
It had been fully proved, and the laſt. evidenee to the point 
was the Marquis Cornwallis, that if ſuch conſequeuces did 
follow from theſe acts, nobody ever heard of them; and he 
could have no heſitation in ſaying, that the allegation was un- 
founded. The queſtion then would be, whether the miniſter 
of one ſtate, procuring either by management or compulſion, 
2 meaſure” to be done, which was highly: advantageous to his 
_ own ſtate, could be amenable for the act, becauſe it involved 
in it a degree of injuſtiee to the ſubjects of another ſtate, 
That was the queſtion ; for whatever degree of influence Mr. 
Haſtings might poſſeſs. oyer the Nabob of Oude, fill he was 

VT N cſtenſibly 


, 


- 
— —— 2 — en * 1 1 * , * * 
1 Ton Ire : . ret — — — 
n — — ONE \ = - 5 ey NS — ä — - 
* E % © 
— 


— 


— — 
_ 


2 . K 
* — we a 
A 8 


2 7 9 9 
Rr 
> 


y r 8 * 
4 — — of 7 rw ee GAZ. 
> RE EE INDIES = CE . X 1 
ͤ . . . rn nn RS, ie GER» A err 
* . — 5 - * * — 1 
- . * 8 REN 


* 4 3 | 2 oof 5 *r 3 wy =_ a 8 1 — — 3 - — 5 eh M — 4 
. n . * 2 — rr 2 a r * — — N - p 9 * * A r e . 2 ö — 
85 * 11 * 3 5 4 1 3 8 2222 2 2 4 2 4 . & - Tr . r r SLES > 74.4 22m a r 8 
N 4-3 R , -r SR i= I Set , = < ST nay IN 8 2% * 
* LAN C c FS AT * s — A — n n * ere g 4+ bu 
4 2. 2 f \ * — Pi. 2 7 fe” OED * 1 e 2 ; ES 
NY s n wy : 7 2 hd 2 o _ __ « Pas when 4 22 2 2 — 7 — > by T 
e n e — wt" lb 8 Wc et 2 | 25 { 1 — 04 Wh < ** x * * 85 oa” N U 8 — 's 1 
1 - = „ tk = .0C* = 1 - _ * — 7 52 aw > N ha © 2 5 7 2 3 OO 2 23 ky: - 
r 2 e > X — rant 2 CWB. 577 5 l 
. _ - \ vo L - + _ 


A 
"a 

— 

n 


r 
2 [TT ey YL + 


8 


— 
— . 5 * 
Nee : 

8 
r *. 
n 


& o _ 1 4. A 
Sy pers. = 
> £ - 


"> T7 

WW, fo SS re) 
— — N 2 
* e N 


SD P 
a ; 2 
N 
n 


54  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, Loss 
oſtenſibly an independent Sovereign, and it was by manage. 
ment alone, not by force, that we acquired and retained our 
influence over him—an influence which began in 1775, and 
continued to this day preciſely the ſame ; as he ſhould have 
occaſion to ſhew to their Lordſhips in the detail which he would 
now proceed to lay before them; for, as the detail advanced, 
he thought it would clear up every circumſtance relative to 
Mr. Haſtings. In the month of January 1775, Sujah Dow. 
lah died, a prince formed for the government of a great em- 
ire: He nominated, in his laſt illneſs, his only legitimate ſon, 
Aſoph ul Dowlah, to the ſucceſſion. © This young prince, in- 
dependent of his wanting all the qualifications that diſtinguiſhed 
his father's character, ſucceeded under terms that will well ac- 
count for all his ſubſequent misfortunes. His father had re- 
cently added the country of Rohilcand, the Dowah, Corah, 
Currah, and Allahabad, to his dominions. A large force was 
neceſſary to ſecure acquiſitions ſo recently attained. The ar- 
my was very conſiderably in arrears, the exact amount of thoſe 
arrears does not appear in evidence, and four hundred and 
_ eighty thouſand pounds were due to the Eaſt India Company. 
* The treaſury contained money enough to extricate the Nabob 
from all his difficulties, amounting by common report to more 
than four millions ſterling, but” Ay ſed by Mr. Briſtow, on 
good information, to amount at leaſt to two millions ſterling. 
This treaſure, unhappily for the Nabob was in the Zenana of 
the palace of Fyzabad, and under the charge of the | Nabob's 
mother, who had officiated as the treaſurer of Sujah Dowlah 
Prior to l decenſmmmmddgaGeOe . 
The charge calls theſe treaſures valuable moveables, of which, 
as it affirms, the Begums were poſſeſſed, in order to enable 
them to maintain their own rank and dignity, as well as for the 
maintenance of their numerous family and dependents. 
But the evidence fully proves, that they were the public 
treaſures of the ſtate, amaſſed, as the Begum's eunuch con- 
feſſed to Mr. Briſtow, to provide againſt an emergency ; and 
conſequently, in point of juſtice, before the Begum could claim 
her eighth of thoſe treaſures, the debt of the Company, and 
the ſums due to Sujah Dowlah's army at his deceaſe, ought to 
have been paid from them, TOO et e 
© It is impoſſible to review, ſaid Lord Thurlow, the ſcene that 
followed without wonder, and even indignation; © 
The Nabob, weak and ill-adviſed, addicted to thoſe vices the 
moſt baſe and degrading to the human character, converted the 
companions of his miſerable pleaſures and debaucheries into mi- 
niſters of ſtate. His mother, as he told Colonel Galliez, ſoon 
after his acceſſion, was his bitter enemy; and it appears by a 
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Manch 16.) HASTINGS'S IMPEACHMENT. 35 
ſubſequent letter from her, that there had been great differences 
between them. He continued in this ſtate of diſtreſs from his 
acceſſion in January 1775, until the month of May, when it 
was rather increaſed than diminiſhed. But it is now material 
to conſider the conduct purſued by the Britiſh Government, 
and that may be done in a very few words—On the death of 
Sujah Dowlab, the Council acknowledged his ſon as Nabob of 
Oude, but determined, againſt the opinion of Mr. Haſtings, that 
the treaties ſubſiſting between the ſtates of Bengal and Oude 
expired by the death of Sujah Dowlah. They next deter- 
mined to conclude a new treaty, and to dictate the terms of it. 
Vour Lordſhips will remember that at this time there was an 
Engliſh regiment, a company of artillery, and fix battalions of 
Sepoys in Oude, not making more than five thouſand men; but 
ſuch is the reputation of the Engliſh arms in Indoſtan, that 
merely to purchaſe the continuance of this force in Oude, the 
Nabob, in May 1775, conſented to pay a monthly ſubſidy of 
two lacks and fixty thouſand rupees, inſtead of two lacks and 
ten thouſand, which he had paid before, and to cede to the 
Engliſh for ever the rich provinces of Benares and Ghazipore. 
Your Lordſhips are now got to May 1775: The diminution 
of the Nabob's means, and the increaſe of his expences, kept 
pace with each other. He had obtained on loan from his 
mother, about twenty-fix lacks of rupees, for which he had given 


in jaghire, four times the value. In October 1775, when he 
was very much prefſed for money, both by the Company and 
by his W he commenced a negociation with bis mother, 


through Mr. Briſtow, of which the Governor General and 
Council heard not a word, until they heard of its coneluſion: 
An agreement was entered into by the Nabob with the Begum, 
the terms of which were, that having already received twenty- 
bx lacks, and being then to receive thirty lacks on account of 
his patrimony, he gave the Begum a full acquittal as to all the 

reſt, and ſecured her jaghires to her, without interference, for 
life. Mr. Briſtow was the guarantee to this treaty on the part 
of the Company. The impolicy of the agreement was moſt 
apparent; but the Governor General and Council approved it, 
becauſe, as they informed the Directors, the urgency of the caſe 
required it. The queſtion now to confider will be, how Mr. 
Haſtings ated in ſupport of this guarantee, however it might 

have been obtained, or however impolitic was the meaſure it- 
elf, It appears from all the evidence, that between the year 
1775, when it was granted, and the year 1781, when it was 
withdrawn, Mr. Haſtings moſt punctually obſerved it, and 
ſeemed to decide on all diſputed points more in the Begum's 
favour than ſhe really deſerved. gs CITE I ol "oh 
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- The firſt application made to the Board in Calcutta, ſubſe. 
quent to the guarantee, came, as your Lordſhips will recollect, 
from the Begum herſelf, in December 1775. In the letter, 
which is a very long and a very curious one, ſhe highly 
blames the meaſures of her ſon: She deſires Mr. Haſtings to 
cauſe Elige Cawn to be appointed the miniſter, and to cauſe 
the Nabob to diſmiſs Murteza Cawn, who was at that time the 
miniſter; and then ſhe adds, © I will cauſe the revenues, and 
the dues to the Engliſh Chiefs, to be paid.” The Board are 
ſtruck with the ſtyle of the letter ; and Mr. Francis ſays, that 


it ſeems very extraordinary that this lady ſhould preſume to 


talk of governing kingdoms and appointing miniſters. He 
adds, that ſuch language is ſingular in a country where women 
are not allowed a free agency in the moſt trifling domeſtic cir- 
cumſtances. Mr. Francis conceived the letter not to be of her 
Writing, but of one of her eunuchs, probably of the perſon 
who brought it to Calcutta. The difpute between the Nabob 
and the Begum related to the payment of the thirty lacks; ſhe 
offered to liquidate eleven lacks of the demand, by giving horſes, 
elephants, camels, artillery, arms, and ammunition and the 
Nabob very naturally aſked what claim ſhe could make to muſ- 
quets and guns? The fact is of conſequence, as in the courſe 
of the correſpondence your Lordſhips will fee the ſpirit which 
actuated this lady: In one of her letters to Mr. Briſtow ſhe ſays, 
< You were a party to the agreement—let me have my money 
back; do you remain neuter, and then let Aſoph ul Dowlah 
and his miniſter, in any manner they can, take the money from 
me: By the bleſſing of God they will then fee the conſe- 
quences. In a letter from Mr. Briſtow to the Board, he ſays, 
the Begum, while ſhe complains of the Nabob and his miniſter, 
forgets the improper conduct of her own ſervants, who pre- 
ſerve a total independence of the Nabob's authority, refuſe 
obedience to his perwannahs, and beat the officers of his govern- 
ment. In a letter to the Begum, fix months after the guaran · 
tee, Mr. Briſtow tells her, that the Nabob propoſes one method 
vhich will cut off all future diſputes: It is, that ſhe gives up 
ber jagliires, and receives the value in money; for, as his Ex- 
cellency obſerves, two rulers are too much for one country. 
In ſpeaking of the Begum as acting with this degree of vio- 
lence, I do not mean to ſay the ſhould be made penally reſpon- 
üble. I think there is a great deal of good ſenſe and juſtice in 
a remark of one of the Managers, that a woman in India of 
high rank, is not only immured, but enſhrined in the Zenana. 
- Lthink too, that any perſonal indignity offered to a woman of 
high rank, muſt very much ſhock . the people of India: But 
if, by ſome ſtrange impolicy, ſuch as happened in the 5 
b | | 1 . ore 
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before yout Lordſhips, immenſe landed property, and amilitary . 
force to protect it, are granted to a lady of high rank, her 
agents muſt be ſtrictly reſponſible for all the acts done in her 
name; and therefore, in ſpeaking of the Begum's concern in 
the rebellion, I do not mean to ſay that ſhe. could be made re- 
ſponſible, further than by depriving her of treaſures of which 
| ſhe could make no uſe, and which her agents had employed for 
the deſtruction both of her ſon's and the Britiſh Government. 
| Your Lordſhips have doubtleſs obſerved by the evidence, 
which contains the ſeries of letters that paſſed from 1775 to 
1781, between the Board and the reſidents at Oude, and from 
which a very correct hiſtory can be formed of the ſtate of 
the country, that whether Mr. Haſtings was ina majority, or in a 
minority; whether Mr. Briſtow, Mr. Middleton, or Mr. Pur- 
ling, was the reſident ; the ſpecies of influence employed over 
the Nabob, his diſtreſſes, and the confuſed ſtate of the country, 
were preciſely the ſame. Himſelf, I am ſorry to fay it, a ſlave 
io thoſe abominable vices which debaſe and diſgrace the man, 
was governed by his favourites. When Mr, Haſtings, in 1777, 
ſtrongly remonſtrated to him on the impolicy of his conduct, 
and earneſtly adviſed him to difmiſs from his prefence the un- 
worthy characters that ſurrounded him; what did he ſay to 
_ enforce this advice? The Engliſh, if you do not follow it, muſt 
break off their connection with you altogether. I beg your 
Lordſhips will bear this in your minds. The Nabob thanks 
Mr. Haſtings for his advice, promiſes to attend to it, and in 
that letter tells him he has appointed the miniſters recom- 
mended by Mr. Middleton: Theſe were Huſſein Reza Cawn, 
and Hyder Beg Khan. Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Middleton both 
ſtate that the Nabob diſſipated immenſe ſums of money amongſt 
his favourites; and, provided he got all the money he wanted, 
he was indifferent as to the ſtate of his dominions. Lord Corn- 
wallis gives preciſely the ſame character of the ſame prince, 
thirteen years after the period of which I am now ſpeaking ; 
and he uſes theſe pointed expreſhons : *The diforders-which 
have prevailed in Oude are to be traced in the character of 
its prince.” But, my Lords, to bring the hiſtory down to the 
period of 1781, when it more particularly applies to Mr, Haſt= 
ings: Your Lordſhips fee by the evidence, that in the month 
of September 1781, Mr. Haſtings met the Nabob at Chunar, 
and concluded that engagement, which is known by the name 
of the Treaty of Chunar. It conſiſted ef four articles, pro- 
poſed by the Nabob, and agreed ro by Mr. Haſtings without 
addition or diminution. The article which applies to this 
charge is, that the Nabob ſhould be permitted to reſume ſuch 
jaghires in his dominions as he thought proper; but engaging 
Vol.. II. Sort. HI! e 
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at the ſame time to pay the amount of ſuch jaghires as had 
been guaranteed by the Company, in ready money to the Eng- 
liſh reſident. The Nabob, as appears from the evidence, per- 
ſonally declared his determination to adopt this falutary mea- 
ſure of the reſumption as ſoon as he returned to Lucknow; 
and your Lordſhips will obſerve by the evidence, that the re- 
venue of the Jaghiredars and Tuncadars, amonnted' to more 
than fifty-ſix lacks of rupees a year, in a country where every 
perſon of thoſe deſcriptions exerciſed” military power; you 
need not therefore be told, that nothing could be more mil- 
chievous to the peace of the country than ſuck an eſtabliſh. 
ment. I will ſuppoſe for a moment that the Begums had 
ſhewn no ſigns of diſaffection; I ſhould think, in ſuch a caſe, 
that the reſumption of their jaghires, receiving a proper equi- 
valent, would have been no breach of the agreement, The 
ſubjects of the freeſt country in the world are obliged, on all 
public occaſions, to diſpoſe of their property for an equivalent, 
when the public good requires ſuch a ſacrifice; and, in this 
caſe, the experience of many years had proved the neceſſity of 
the meaſure : But with the information whieh Mr. Haſtings 
had received of the rebellious conduct of the Begums, it would 
have been highly impolitic to have left them poſſeſſed of great 
landed property, and a large military force- 'The circumſtance 
on which the Managers have laid the greateſt ſtreſs is this, that 
though, by the article in 'the Chunar treaty to which I have 
alluded, the Nabob was to act as he pleaſed as to the reſump- 
tion, Mr, Haſtings compelled him ultimately to reſume all the 
jaghires; and the ſame obſervation' was alſo made as to the ſei- 
zure of the treaſures; for, although the firſt propoſition came 
from the Nabob, he was induced at laſt, as Mr. Haſtings fays, 
to act with an almoſt unconquerable reluQtance; an expreſſion 
taken from a letter of inſtructions, written by Mr. Haſtings to 
Major Palmer, in whichthat officer is directed to inquire particu- 
Jarly into the cauſe of ſo ſingular a circumſtance. - I have been 
told, ſays Mr. Haſtings in thoſe inſtructions, that the Nabob 
Was at laſt compelled to yield with an almoſt unconquerable 
reluctance to the adoption of thofe meaſures, which he had 
himſelf molt earneſtly urged me to agree to his carrying into 
effect. FED e 15 | 
By another-article in the Chunar treaty, the Britiſh officers 
ho, from time to time, had been appointed at the Nabob's 
defire to command corps in Oude, were to be withdrawn, and 
the defence of Oude to be left to one brigade only. The Eng- 
liſh gentlemen, ' ſettled at Lucknow in various offices, were 
alfa.to be withdrawn, and only the refident's-eſtablithment to 
remain. II. e Nabob, on his part, conſented to ſeparate 8 
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public from his private expences—to fix the amount of the 
latter to reform his army to entruſt his public treaſury to his 
miniſter under the inſpection of the Britiſh reſident and 
to agree to other ſalutary regulations, which were framed with 
the intention of introducing order into his government; and 
by which the benefit reſulting to the Bengal government would 
be as ſpeedy a liquidation of the then exiſting debt as poſſible, 
and the prevention of any arrear in his future payments. The 
Nabob, as appears from the evidence, left Chunar on the 19th 
September. That and the following month 3 over, but 
no meaſures were taken on the part of the Nabob, either to 
put his N hi in order, or to reſume the jaghires; 
though Mr. Haſtings iſſued orders for the recal of the tempo- 
rary brigade, and directed all the gentlemen who, from time to 
time, had been appointed to Lucknow, to quit it, with the ex- 
ception of the reſident's oſſice. It does not clearly appear at 
what time a propoſition was made to Mr. Haſtings for taking 
the treaſures from the Begum; that it was firſt made by the Na- 
bob, through Ally Ibrahim Cawn, ſeems to be admitted on all 
ſides; though Sir Elijah Impey thinks, that he himſelf was the 
perſon who ſuggefted the idea to Mr. Haſtings, or at leaſt that 
he firſt took it up in a conference with him at Chunar, in No- 
vember. This, however, is a point of no moment; it is cer- 
tain that Sir Elijah Impey was defired to convey Mr. Haſtings's 
directions to Middleton, to found the Nabob, and, if the Nabob 
fhould make ſuch a propoktion, to inform him that it would 
be complied with. In the ſubſequent correſpondence between 
Impey and Middleton, it appears that the Nabob came very 
readily into the meaſure, but wiſhed to uſe it as an alterna- 
tive, for reſuming the jaghires—a meaſure which, though 
propoſed by himſelf in September, he wiſhed to avoid carrying 
into effect in December. Mr. Haſtings appears in the ſubſe- 
quent part of the correſpondence to be greatly ſurpriſed at this 
unaccountable conduct of the Nabob; but the preſſing ſolicit- 
ations of Middleton, and his threat to adopt the meature him- 
ſelf, in concurrence with tlie miniſter, independent of the 
Nabob, did at laſt incline the Nabob to yield what Mr. Middle 
ton calls a nominal conſent. I think, my Lords, it is perfectly 
clear from the evidence, that this difinclination to reſume the 
Jaghires was entirely occaſioned by the advice of the men who 
ſurrounded him, and who were perpetually counteracting the 
endeavours of the miniſter to reſtore order to his government. 
Io the ſeizure of the treaſures he does not appear to have had 
any objection, though Mr. Middleton deſcribes his conduct at 
the moment it was to be carried into effect, as waveriug and in- 
deciſixe. Both meaſures were completely effected in January 
e 1782; 
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1782 : 'The conſequences to the Bengal government were, an 
immediate diſcharge of a very heavy debt, and a relief to 
- diſtrefſes, which I proteſt to you, my Lords, could not, in iny 

opinion, have been relieved by any other means. 

Infinite pains were taken in Weſtminſter Hall to prove that 

Mr. Haſtings had given falſe accounts of his motives tor adopt- 
ivg theſe meaſures, and thence to infer his criminality. With 
this view the Managers read the defence which Mr. Haſtings 
made in the Houſe of Commons; and alſo what they called a 

ſecond defence, though the counſel took the trouble to prove 
that it was not in fact a ſecond defence; Mr. Haſtings having 
_ cauſed a few copies of it only to be delivered to particular 
members. Whether it be what the counſel or what the Mana- 
gers call it, ſtill it is evidence, and I am not a little aſtoniſhed 
| 2t the perfect fairneſs of the counſel, in wiſhing to explain fo 
preciſely what the paper was. Mr. Haſtings would have done 
wiſely had he defired the Houſe of Commons to receive it as 
a ſecond defence; it corrects the errors of the firſt, and con- 
tains that clear and plain ſtatement of the whole tranfaQion, 
which has ſince been fully made out by evidence. It correcis 
a material blunder in the firſt, and it is in proof that the firlt 
was written by Mr. Middleton, who had'ſaid that the motive 
for ſeizing the treaſures, was the Begum's reſiſtance to the re- 
ſumption of the jaghires. Now, my Lords, the whole of Mr. 

Middleton's evidence, the whole of his former evidence in the 
Houſe of Commons, proves that this was a blunder. Mr. 

_ Haſtings's letters to the Court of Directors prove it alſo to 
have been a blunder ; and it is fully and completely cleared up 
in that ſecond defence, which the Managers have given in evi- 
dence. . „ OT IO ROY 22. 

The next point laboured by the Managers was, that a Begum 
had a right to the treaſures lodged in the Zenana and to eſta- 
bliſh this they called Mr. Goring, whoſe evidence was indeed 
of a moſt fingular nature: He ſwore that, when he was at 
Moorſhedabad, in the year 1775, he viſited the widow of the 
Nabob Surajah Dowlah, who, your Lordſhips will remem- 
ber, was depoſed after the battle of Plaſſey in 1757; that ſhe 

appeared to live in a ſtyle of great iplendour and magnificence; 
that he /uuppo/ed ſhe was enabled to do fo from the money d- 
pPpoſited in her palace by ber late huſband, Surajah Dowlah ; that 
he never heard of Meir Jaffier's claiming any part of the trea- 
ſures left in the Zenana, after the death of Surajah Dowlab, 
and that he conceived the treaſure once lodged within thc 

Zenana is intended for the ſupport of the women in the Zena- 
na: From his obſervation he thinks it is the cuſtom to lodge 
money in the Zenana, for the ſupport of the — wy 

- ; 8 6 i e LA Lords, 
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Lords, I will not infinuate that per obliquum, which I am not 
ready to ſay per directum. I ſhall therefore only obſerve that 
the opinions to which this gentleman ſwears, ſhew him to be 
moſt thoroughly ignorant, not only of all Oriental cuſtoms, but 
of the hiſtory of the particular period to which he alludes. It 
is an eſtabliſhed fact, my Lords, received as ſuch on the autho- 
rity of Scrafton and Orme, that after the rout at Plaſſey, Su- 
rajah Dowlah firſt ſent off his women with fifty elephants, 


their furniture, and neceſſaries, and a great part of his own 


jewels. On the night of the ſame day he himſelf fled in diſ- 
guiſe with his favourite concubine, and an eunuch, carrying 
with him a caſket of his moſt valuable jewels. The women, 
the elephants, and the treaſure, were all ſeized and brought 
back to Moorſhedabad ; Surajah Dowlah continued his flight, 
diſguiſed ; he was taken at Rajamahl, brought back to 
Moorſhedabad, and, as your Lordſhips all know, he was 
murdered by the orders of Meeran, the fon of Meer Jaffier. 
From his treaſures, all of which were ſeized by the conqueror 
Meer Jaffier, one million ſeven hundred thouſand pounds was 
paid to the Company and to individuals, as a compenſation for 
their loſſes, and an apology was made for poſtponing the re- 
maining payments, becauſe the treaſures of Surajah Dowlak 
had turned out not to be ſo conſiderable as Meer Jaffier had ex- 
pected. But, my Lords, the Defendant's counſel produced 
evidence which clearly proved the ſource from whence this 
lady, the widow of Surajah Dowlah, acquired the means of 
living as ſhe did. Her father, Mahomed Eritch Cawn, held a 
conſiderable jaghire in truſt for her, which had been ſettled as 
a dower upon her in 1750, on her marriage with Surajah Dow- 
lah, while Aliverdy Cawn was living. This lady. always re- 
ceived the amount of this jaghire, as ſhe fully proved in 1780, 
when her father died; and on the fact being made out that the 
jaghire was really ſettled upon her, Mr. Haſtings and the Su- 
preme Council continued it to her, though it actually ſtood in 
the name of her father. I ſhall leave it to your Lordſhips to 
determine how far the Managers have proved that the treaſures, 
lodged in the Zenana, belong ta the ladies of the Zenana. 
There is full evidence, that the treaſury of Sujah Dowlah was 
in the Zenana of Fyzabad, and that the Begum's ſignature, as - 
his treaſurer, was neceſſary for all conſiderable iffues of mo- 
ney from that treaſury. _ 3 | 
The next point, my Lords, on which the Managers relied 
to prove the guilt of Mr. Haſtings was, his refuſal to obey the 
orders of the Directors received in Augult 1783, for making 
a fuller inquiry into the ſuppoſed rebellion of the Begums in 
1731, To this point they called my late friend Mr. Stables, a 
very worthy man, but certainly not remarkable for the bril- 
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opinion, he thinks ſtronger proofs of their diſaffection 
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hancy of his talents, or the quickneſs of his conceptions, They 
aſk him if he did not move the inquiry into the Begum's con. 
duct, and why he moved it? He tells them he did ſo, becauſe he 
conceived that inquiry to have been ordered by the Directors, 


as his minute written at the time would ſhew. Now, my 


Lords, the Managers, in order to ſupport the credit of their 
witneſs, produced the minute alluded to, in which Mr. Stables 
diſtinctly Rates that his reaſon for moving an inquiry was, 
becauſe the Directors ſeemed not to be /atisfied with the inform. 
ation before them—a very different ſtatement indeed from 
that which appears in the charge, and which Mr. Stables, by 


| His oral evidence, did in fact ſupport. However, the reference 
to the minute which Mr. Stables made, clearly proved, that 


that gentleman did not mean to miſlead your Lordſhips, and it 
was rather hard to examine him as to his motives for making 
the motion he did, when a reference to the minute written at 
the time was the beſt evidence to the point. The debate at 
the Board on the ſubject of the letter, which the Managers 


| contend to be an order for a further inquiry into the conduct 
of the Begum, ſets the whole matter in fo clear a point of 


view, that I am aſtoniſhed how ſuch a charge would have been 
made in the name of the Commons, and not leſs ſurpriſed 
that it ſhould be ſupported by evidence, which, in the opinion 
of every man of common ſenſe, moſt effectually refutes it. A 
jetter was received from the Directors in the month of Au- 


guſt 1783, directing, in a very confuſed and perplexed ſentence, 


that if it ſhould appear that the Begums had not taken ſo active 


a part in the rebellion of Cheyt Sing as had been reported, the 


Nabob ſhould be applied to, to reſtore them their jaghires. 
The letter alſo ſays, that they do not appear to have arm- 
ed prior to the revolt of Cheyt Sing, and it is probable that 
their ſubſequent conduct was occaſioned by apprehenſions 
which they alſo entertained, of being laid under unwarrantable 
contributions. Your Lordſhips will be of opinion, that it muſt 
have been under very extraordinary circumſtances indeed, that 
thirteen gentlemen could have been found, to put their 
names to a letter containing ſuch orders, and opinions. The 


queſtion for an inquiry was originally moved by Mr. 


Wheler: He expreſſes his readineſs at all times to obey or- 
ders; but, before they apply to the Nabob, he wiſhes to in- 
quire how far they merit the application for the reſtora- 
tion of their jaghires. Nothing had paſſed, Mr. Wheler ſays, 
to change his opinion, that the Begums had been concerned in 
the rebellion; that he had been conſirmed in the belief, from 
the opinions of many individuals, totally unconcerned in the 
buſineſs: But, as the Directors ſeem to be of a different 


ought 
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ought to be laid before them; and he concludes by moving; that 
the late and preſent reſident be called upon to collect ſuch 
proofs. gh | | 5 RB 0 875 : 
x Mr. Haſtings conceives Mr. Wheler to have miſconceived 
the intentions of the Court of Directors, and therefore oppoſes. 
the motion. a | | 3 | 
Mr. Stables, at the end of the next month, renews this 
ſubject, by obſerving, that the Directors ſeem not to be ſatisfied 
that the evidence ſent to them had ſuſhciently proved the difaf- 
ſection of the Begums, and therefore he moves a further inquiry. 
Mr. Haſtings conceives, that they had ſent no orders for an 
inquiry; that very ſtrong and authenticated evidence had been 
ſent to them already. He refers to the letter to confirm his 
ſenſe of it; and he adds, If evidence is to be collected, it 
ſhould be collected from all perſons capable of giving it, and 
not confined to official characters.“ Sir John Macpherſon 
ſully concurs with Mr. Haſtings as to the ſenſe of the Directors 
letter; though, on firſt hearing the letter read, he had conceived 
a different opinion. He does not ſee what ſalutary purpoſes 
ſuch an inquiry could anſwer; and I am fure your Lordſhipe 
will agree with him. He obſerves, that there has been no ap- 
peal from the Begums, and there was ample proof at the 
time, that thoſe who managed the concerns of the Begums 
were no friends, but real enemies of the Engliſh. The motion 
for an inquiry was wiſely and properly negatived. Had Mr. 
Haſtings conceived the poſſibility of what has ſince happened, 
he muſt have eagerly propoſed, while in Bengal, a fuller inquiry 
into the diſaffection of the Begums ; and he would have weighed 
down the Directors by proofs of the fact; for though the 
caſe ſtood clear enough in my mind upon the affidavits, it has 
been fo effectually ſtrengthened by the teſtimony of a number 
of reſpectable officers, as to fix it beyond all doubt. The ſame 
evidence, and certainly much more in addition to it, might have 
been procured in India in 1783; and, indeed, Mr. Haſtings 
then obſerved, that if an inquiry were to take place, he deſired 
that all perſons capable of giving information. might be exa- 
mined: But, if your Lordſhips will look to this letter of the 
Directors, and to the date of it, February 1783, you will ſee 
the ſpirit with which it was written, is, in a great degree, to 
be imputed to the politics of the time. Sir Henry Fletcher 
was then the chairman, and it was the faſhion to rate Mr. 
Things for every thing he did. The letter ſets out by ſaying, 
that they do not ſee the policy of reſuming the jaghires, and 
chus uniting under one head all the power of the country, 
which might eventually become formidable to Bengal. Hard 
Hate of Mr. Haſtings! He is rated by the Directors for his 
| e . endeavours 


% 


2 


5 = + 2 
2 2 es 
<< "x 2 8 
8 F l \ 
a RU 23-4” tA 


a 
— oo; > 
25 5 


EE” . 
3 


R * n 
E . 
W * d 
— 2 — — * 1 % pang, 


A 
* 
2 
n 
— — 


- 
5 
42 
0 2 8 > 8 * — - 

4 8 l cx 2 e — — 2 9 1 8 2 LPS LO, 
* - >; . a, 2 x4 
** - NIE bt , - Ja s F OY , 1 * 2 oy 
e po * rn ra "FL FIR Lot w = n- 

* RES - SF" : be] oo NCI a eee ger, AA einm * 
* n ee eee ee 266 e ts DI . bs EY * r N 

* — _—_— ” K ” A — mn . 


I 
endeavours to bring the dominions of the Nabob into order; 
He is cenſured by the Managers for having involved them in 
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diſtreſs. The Directors, in ſpeaking of the Begums, ſay, it does 
not appear that they took up arms prior to the revolt of Cheyt 


Sing, and, by arming afterwards, they only meant, in all pro- 


bability, to defend themſelves from unwarrantable contribu- 


tions. My Lords, they never were accuſed of arming before 


the revolt of Cheyt Sing; and, if they are innocent, as they 
really appear to be in the opinion of the Directors, for armin 


and acting againſt the Engliſh ſubſequent to that event, there 


is an end of the queſtion: But no rational being can reaſon ſo 


abſurdly. Your Lordſhips will fee the name of Sir Henry 


Fletcher at the head of the thirteen gentlemen who ſigned the 
letter, and every thing done at that period was done, in my opi- 


nion, to prove the neceſſity of the ſtrong meaſure that was 
brought before Parliament in the courſe of that year. There 
can be no other rational way of accounting for th 
| thoſe gentlemen who framed that letter. I have now, my Lords, 
gone, though at too great a length I fear, but ſtill as ſhortly as 
I could, through the material facts alledged in the article. 


e conduct of 


The reſumption of the jaghires I deem to have been a mea- 
ſure of the ſoundeſt policy, and the means taken to compel the 


Nabob ultimately to adopt a meaſure, propoſed originally by 
himſelf, were not in any reſpect criminal, but meritorious. 


The confent given by Mr. Haſtings to the ſeizure of the 
treaſures, and the care which he took to ſecure them from pri- 


vate embezzlement, were acts that appear to me in no reſpect 
criminal. Upon the moſt attentive conſideration of the whole 


evidence, I am decidedly of opinion, that nothing criminal 


has been proved againſt the Defendent. At the cloſe of the 
charge, indeed, it is ſtated, that all the acts imputed to him, and 


ſtated to be criminal, are highly aggravated, by the avowed cor- 


ruption in which they originated; Mr. Haſtings having ac- 
cepted a preſent of ten lacks of rupees from the Nabob, at the 


time he ſigned the treaty of Chunar. There is another ar- 


tiele in which the receipt of this preſent is expreſsly charged, 
and there it will be proper to conſider it fully; as inſerted in 


this article, it appears to be very inconſiſtent with the general 
tenor of the reſt of it. In the former allegations, Mr, Haſt- 
ings is ſaid to have compelled the Nabob to adopt the two 
meaſures of reſuming the treaſures and the jaghires. At 


the cloſe, the Nabob is ſuppoſed to have bribed Mr. Haſt- 


ings to give his conſent to the adoption of thoſe meaſures. 
I ſhall not intrude longer on your Lordſhips indulgence, but 
will conclude, by declaring, that though, until I hear the opi- 


nion of other Noble Lords, I ſhall not make any motion; 15 
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no objection is made, I mean mætely to move, dhe 
no ot made AAS dy cnn article of 1 againſt 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 

The Lori Chanceilor ſaid; be did not objeck to taking the 
deciſion on the whole charge under one queſtion.” In his 
view of the charge, he had not confidered Aſeph ul Dowlah, 
the Nabob of Oude, as a foreign Prince and independent 
Sovereign, but as a perſon whoſe: conduct and rament 
were under the abſolute controul and command of the over- 
bearing influence of the Eaſt India Company's power exer- 
ciſed by Mr. Haſtings. Having conſidered it in this light, he 
ſhould have occaſion; in order to ſhew that he had rightly 


riewed it, to refer to ſo many letters of Mr. Middleton s,. 


that not being prepared ſufficiently, it would fave their Lord- 
ſhips time if they were to adjourn wheré they then were in 
reſpect to the charge, becauſe, if they determined to proceed, 
he muſt agg Hari e call for all the letters to be read; to which 
he wiſhed to refer; and that would waſte much time; whereas 


he would undertake to be ready with ſuch extracts as he thould 


deem it requiſite-to refer to by the next daß. 

Lord Thurloꝛu conſented; and the Chairman having ſtated 
that the queſtion before the Committee was, 

That the Commons had made good the charges in i dene 
ſecond article; reſpecting the- Begums,” it was 
agreed to that he ſhould le the chair. 


The Committee e the conſideration of te —_ 
ill next 8 8 5 


e 


Felis, Merch 17. 


thy bon as che Houſe had reſolved itſelf into 5 Cühm ins- 
to conſider the charges of the Impeachment; 

The Lord Chancellor roſe; and began the reſumption of his 
reply to Lord Thurlowz by admitting the propoſition, that 
where the miniſter of another country prevailed on a foreign 


Prince, who was an independent Sovereign, to do an act of 
injuſtice to one of his own ſubjects, that miniſter was not 
criminally reſponſible and amenable to the laws of the go- 
rerument he ſerved under for ſuch conduct; but where, on 
the other hand, it was proved that the miniſter of a Britiſh © 
Government procured the Prince of a foreign countty, who - 


was not independent, but abſolutely under the influence and 
controul of ſuch miniſter, to db an act of injuſtice to one 
his own ſubjects; ; that miniſter, he contended, was 
amenable to Britiſh laws for having done that which was in 
Vor. II. Surf. ©; | itſelf, 
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4 * itſelf, in the view of Britiſh, laws, illegal and criminal. The 
BH deciſion of the Court of Common Pleas in the caſe of Rafael 
=_ the Armenian, and Governor Verelſt, had turned entirely on 
= that point. It was in that caſe proved that Sujah Dowlah, 


the then Nabob of Oude, was under the awe and influence 


F 
2 N 
CESS N 


i" of Governor Verelſt, and that fact led to the ultimate judy. 


B 
r r 
— pre ns 


His Lordfhip ſtated all the circumſtances of the caſe &, which 
had been firſt decided againſt the defendant, Verelſt, with 

g oool. damages, and on the new trial, a ſpecial verdict was 
returned by the jury, upon which, at length, the Court decided 
for the plaintiff, and he obtained conſiderable damages. He 
_ thewed upon what ground it was that on the: firſt trial all the 
_ judges, excepting Sir William de Grey (Chief Juſtice), enter- 


. 
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= . tained vous opinions of doubt as to the queſtion, whether 
1 Sovernor Verelſt, as Governor of Bengal, was amenable 
ws td Britiſh laws, and to the cognizance of an Engliſh Court 


of  Judicature, for any wrong done to another perſon by a 
. 3Y foreign Prince. He then traced the cauſe through the 
. progreſs and particulars of the ſecond trial, and declared, 
1230 that the manner in which the jury had returned the ver- 
3 dict was ſuch as removed from the minds of the three diſ- 
ſenting judges of the Court, Mr. Juſtice Gould, Mr. Juſtice 
Blackſtone, and Mr. Juſtice Nares, all occaſion to inſiſt further 
on their doubts. It was in conſequence, as he had ſtated, that 
Governor Verelſt loſt the cauſe, and paid conſiderable da- 
mages; a writ of error was talked of, but no ſuch writ was 
brought up to that Houſe. The point, therefore, was legally 
eſtabliſhed by the event of that cauſe, that the miniſter of 
the government of India, under the ſovereignty of Great 
Britain, was amenable to Britiſh Taws, for having been the | 
cauſe of a foreign Prince, .confefledly under his controul, awe, 
and influence, having injured one of his own ſubjects in ſuch : 
a degree, as to Se Fong to recover damages in an Engliſh | r 
Count of Judicature, provided that he could make out his caſe f 
and prove his damages to the ſatisfaction of an Engliſh jury. 
{I The caſe of the Armenian Rafael, and Governor Verell, to 
1 be fcen in Judge Blackſtone's Reports, 983, 1055, his Lord- t 
136 ſhip ſaid, was directly in point with the caſe alleged in the v 
1 charge reſpecting the conduct of the Nabob to the Begums. ln 
5154. | As Sujah Dowlah was confeſſedly known; to be ſubject in 
1 the whole of his conduct to the controul of Governor Verell, 
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- * Tricdin the Court of Common Pleas at Guildhall, in Hilary Tenn, WM 
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ſo, in like manner, the reigning Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah 
was under the abſolute controul, awe, and influence of Mr. 
Haſtings, who was in fact the contriver, inventor, and in 


truth might reaſonably be ſtated. to be the perpetrator of all 


the injuſtice practiſed under the name of the Nabob on the 


Bhow Begum and the Begum (his mother and grandmother), 


and all the crimes and enormities alledged in the charge. 


In order to prove the influence which Mr. Haſtings had 
orer Aſoph ul Dowlah, the vaſſalage in which he held him, 


and that he ſuggeſted the meaſures of reſuming the Ifen 5 
| ſeizing 
upon the treaſures in their poſſeſſion, in the Zenana, he cauſed | 


which the Nabob had granted to the Begums, an 


letters and various extracts of letters written to Mr. Haſt- 


, RAO ee 5 ESI Hers ings. 
* The following are the extracts from the letters on the ſubjeR of reſum- 


ing the jaghires and ſeizing upon the treaſures, which paſſed between Mr. 
Middleton, the refident in Oude, and the Governor General, in December 
1781, and January and February 1782, read by the Clerk. | 


Mr. Middleton to the Governor General; dated Lucknow, the 1 of ; 
| NA December 1781. . Rip 


« T have this day ſignified to the miniſter my expectation that the whole 


of the jaghires be reſumed, and their revenue, after paying to ſuch of the 
proprietors as have a right ta claim the mediation of our Government, the 
amount of their jaghires, be applied to the liquidation of the Nabob's 
debt to the Hon. Company. I ſhall be very glad if his Excellency conſents 
to make this meaſure an act of his own, as I conceive; it would be more 


agreeable to you, and more conſiſtent with thoſe appearances which it may 


be thought expedient to preſerve with his Excellency j but if he declines it, 


as is by no means improbable, I ſhall think myſelf juſtified by your in- 


ſtructions in inſiſting on its being done even without his concurrence. 


Mr. Middleton to the Ham. Warren Haſtings ; dated Lucknow, the 6th __ 
e WS RT £7 $»..7 © 5 | 10 2rd 

Finding the Nabob wavering in his determination about the roſumption 
of the jaghices, I this day, in preſence of, and with the miniſter's concur-: 


rence, ordered the neceſſary perwannahs to he written to the ſeveral aumils 


for that purpoſe, and it was my firm reſolution to have diſpatched them 
this evening, with proper people to ſee them punctually and implicitly 
carried into execution; but before they were all tranſcribed, I received a 
meſſage from the Nabob, who had been informed the miniſter of the 
reſolution I had taken, entreating that I would withhold the per hs 
until to-morrow morning, when he would attend me, and afford me ſatiſ- 
aktion on this. point: „% , 5:5 edinonr 43477 dana 6? 1 
Mr. Middleton to the Hon, Warren Haſtings ;\ dated Lucknow, the 7th 
r e ß 07303" 
My dear Bir n gl dnt 2 fats” | 


had the honour to addreſs you yeſterday; informing you of the ſteps | 
the 


T had taken in regard to the reſumption of the jaghires. This morning 
Vnier came to me according to his agreement, but ſeemingly without any 
mention or deſire to yield me . on the ſubject under * ; 


78 ofa NE 10 


El hs od . rss. „ — 
8 r 29-2 4 — n — — — * 
CERT 1 7 1 _ 2 4 2 n „ 17 — 
7 2 % "6. = 
n 3 


I ˙— ng. LIT ES 
na . S Be TE i ae pN.” wk 


rr 


* 8 wk 9 * ” 
» * * * 5 — 1 * Aa - 
40k A 8 . - 2 £ . _—_ . . Dich es hed bs 4s © 2 an 4 Rene ee a 9 1 1 , 
© 5 * PAR 1 * v 2 2 * — * 1 » « 1 he rand 4 - $2 . N þ Ms, . — 
*. n 3 & 2 N 8 = — N * r EL ROT : : 1 "Fo SEAS ro ont Ew n ebe "wid . — 4 A 9 
— Ig" - 5 5 : Y + ue” = <3: a a TOI td ts 3 8 Nee tha : , 
<PF n ieee 4 r 8 A ” + os — 2 * Sv WOE ge” - PE n Die X 3545 5 * by * 2 pee us 9 
N 0 : a} tg A, . -” £24488 4 % 3 PE v . - "an * 5 SRO 
— 5 ; or Sa eee ear ˙ tape DL ͤ nd Ie ES CD, OE ML c 
* 2 . 3 3 OP £ * K . DE POE HAR ener me go. ; ” NE SS >o 0, Y y : 5 zz 5 3 * 4 « "IT nw” — — * — ern 
5 * * o "a 5 + 2) hn br ot 4 2 *. n 1 — 4 1 oO a £ re Nd. {02,3 2 - . 
£ > IST. 58 ny TY va OO 3 0 # et 22 n 3 S 
* DK > 0 - 4 « K 8 * e 
5 meu p E 8 3 3 


Ps EV 
r 
> 8 
os — 3 n 


a F * „ 
* ln — OI * 
- —ů — 
8 * - 7 4 4 


3 » 2 — n. — 2 * & * 
9 » * 
- . 3 — . — 
OO ⁵˙ NAA ͤ 


5 
1 
+; 
4.5 
77 
* 
1 
} 


= 
= 
b+ + 
+7 * 
- == 
- + _ 
. 75 
bv 
if | 
Wo 
. : 
1 2 
-- 
—_— 
E * 
1 
Y |; j 
be} 
PB 
15 LA 
WE 
, *. x 
L 2 " 
1.2. 
5 
1B 
1 
= 
. 
. 4 
* : 
: 
"2 
_— 
; +4) 
3 4 fi 
19 * 
1 12 
5 
* 17 
vx {a 
RR 
> \ 75 
4 
27 
« 
- 
. ; 


War 


- "ena K 07 e343 @2 
The Gowernor General to Mr. 


6. WOODFALL'S \PARLIAMENTARY-- REPORTS. Less. 


ings by Mr. Middleton, the reſident at Lucknow, in Dec. 
1781, and Jan, and Feb. 1782 to be read, and allo the letter 
for after a great deal of converſation, conſiſting on his part of triflin 
evaſion and puerile excuſes for withholdin his aſſent to the meaſure, thouph 
at the fame time profeſſing the moſt implicit ſubmiſſion to your wiſhes; I 
found myſelf without any other reſource than the one of. employing that 

xclufive. authority with which I conſider. your inſtructions to veſt me: I 
therefore declared to the Nabob, in preſence of the miniſter and, Mr. John- 
ſon,” who I deſired might bear witneſs of the converfation; that I conſtrued 


his rejection of the meaſure propoſed as a breach of his ſolemn promiſe to 


vou, and an unwillingneſs to yield that aſſiſtance which was evidently in 
is power,-towards liquidating his heavy accumulated debt to the pany, 


and.that I muſt in conſequence determine, in my own. er to iſſue 


iümmediately the perwannahs, which had only been withheld in the ſanguine 


Hope, that he would be prevailed upon to make that his own act, which 
nothing but the moſt urgent neceſſity could force me to make mine. He 
left me without any e but afterwards ſent for his miniſter, and au- 
thoriſed him to give me hopes that my requiſition would be complied with; 
on which T expreſſed my ſatisfaction, but declared that I could admit of no 
further delays, and unleſs I received his Excellency's formal aequieſcence 
before the evening, I ſhould then moſt aſſuredly iſſue. my perwannahs, 
which T have ccorvingly done, not having had any aſſurances from his 
Excellency that could juſtify a further ſuſpenſion.” up SP 
Mr. Middleton: to the Hon. Warren Haſtings; dated Lucknow, the gth 
"1" TW ; of December 2781. : 9 1 $07 
e ot Ke 


I had the honour to addreſs you on the 7th-inftant, informing you of 
the converſation which had paſſed between' the Nabòb and me on the ſub- 


zject of reſuming the jaghires, and the ſtep J had taken in conſequence.— 


His Excellency appeared to be very mutt Hurt and indenſed at the meaſure, 
and loudly complains of the treachery of his miniſters: Firſt, in giving 


you any hopes that ſuch a meaſure would be adopted; and ſecondly, in 


their promiſing me their whole ſupport in carrying, it through. But, as ! 
apprehend, rather than ſuffer it to appear that the point had been carried 
in oppoſition to his will, he at length yielded a nominal acquieſcence, and 
has this day iſſued his own perwannahs to that effect; declaring, however, 


ut the ſame time, both to me and his miniſters,: that it is an act of con- 
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written by Mr. Haſtings and his Council to the Directors at 
home, and that paſſage from his defence before the Houſe of 
7 ; S 5 7 wart - ty F Commons, 


Mr. Mittdleton's private Letter do the Governor General ; dated Luck. 
ou the'28th off December 1793. 

e Tf your new demand is to be inſiſted upon, which your” letter ſeems 
to portend, I muſt beg your preciſe orders upon it; as, from the difficulties 
I have within theſe few by + experienced, in carrying the points you had 
enjoined with the Naboh, I have the beſt grounds for believing that he 
would confider it a direct hreach of the late agreement, and totally reject 
the propoſal as ſuch; and 1 muſt own to you, that, in his King Ah ter- 
mented ſtate of mind, I could expect nothing leſs than deſpair, and a de- 

« The wreſting Furruckabad; Kyrague, and Fyzula Cawn's country 
from his government (for in that light, my dear Sir, I can faithfully aſſure 
you he views the meaſures adopted in reſpe& to thoſe countries), together 
with the reſumption of 'all the Jaghbires, fo much againſt bis inclination, 
have already brought the Nabob to a perſuaſion that nothing leſs than his 
deſtruction, or the 'anniſhilarion of every ſhadow of his power, is meant; 
and all my labours to convince him to the contrary have proved abortive. 
A ſettled melancholy his ſeized him, and his health reduced beyond con- 
ception ; and I do moſt ſolemnly, believe, that the march of four regiments 

Sepoys towards Lucknow, under whatever circumſtances it might be 
repreſented, would be confidered by him as a force ultimately to be uſed in 
ſecuring his perſon. In ſhort, my dear Sir, it is a matter of ſuch imme- 
diate moment, and involving apparently ſuch very ſerious and important 
conſequences, that I have not ohly taken upon me to ſuſpend the commu- 
nication of it to the Nabob, until 1 ſhould be honoured with your further 
commands, but have alſo ventured to write the incloſed letter to Colonel 
Morgan—Liberties which I confidently truſt you will excuſe, when you 
conſider that I can be'aQuated by no other motive than a zeal for the public 
ſervice ; and that if; after all, you determine that the meaſure ſhall be in- 
ſiſtad on, it will be only the loſs of fix, or at moſt eight days, in propoſing 
it, But, in the laſt event, Tearneftly entreat your orders may be explicit 

and poſitive, that I may clearly know what lengths you would wiſh me 
to proceed, in carrying them into execution hs, OO LE” 

Mr. Middletix's publie Letter tothe Hon. Warren Haſtings, Governor 

General, &c:»@ci dated Lucknow, the 30th of December 1y81. 
For the ſake of perſpicuity; I have thought it beſt to recapitulate the 
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graphs of your jetter, and arrange my anſwers to them reſpec - 


pu I : para 
| twely in the ſame order. | 

| © 24; I have waited" thus long, 
in hopes of hearing that ſome pro- 
greſs has been made in the execution 
of the my which 1 concluded with 
the Naboh in September laſt; 1 do 
not find that any Rep towards it has 
yet been taken; though three moriths 


are elapſed, arid\littfe mere thai that 
period did appear to me requffite to 


have accompliſtſock the moſt * eſſential 
parts of it, and to have brought the 
whole into train. This tardineſs, 
aud the oppoſition prepared to _ 

Es ning kr, only 


en reply"t6/ the eond" pars. 
eg 


graph, T' Beg levve to refer you ta 
Ae Rae ſtating the turbu· 
lent ſtate of the country. Three 


months is a period in which the 


changes you” allude to probably, 
might have been effected in times of 
perf tranquillit7; but when alt 
he diſtricts acrofs the Gogra were 
in arms, and aff the jagbeirdars (a 
very numerbus and powerful body) 
were* very little ſhort” of the ſatne 


regu- 


1 
* 
©. 
85 
* 
wa 
2 . 
1 
+7 
p C 
* 
1 
1 
1. 
1 
12 
7 5 & 
LS -. 
or” 
3 
— 
1 
+ 
N. 
55 
7 
LY 
: l 
ö L 
1 
— : 
4 1 
4 bh. 
*F - 
188 
5 £8 
* 
« =Y 
v8 
+8 
"© SP 
— 2 4 
$&S & 
: p 
* 
"SB 
7 U 
x *8 
. L 
1 U. 
1 
* #41 
4 * 1 
4 T "7 
iD 
4 23 4 
3 
2 3 
+4 
. * 
>? * 
3 
8 o 
4 r 
4 + 2 
_ 
. * 
15 
1 
we” 
5.8 
7 15 
4 
2 
Om 
© Sa 
25 
35 * 
1 
1 - 
" 1.968 
r 
= 
4-8 
> L. 5 
£8 
1 
LE 
— £20 
4% 
. 
_— 
ke 
"<> 
. 
1 
7 
8 
* 
£428 
Ta 
1 
* 
*. 
© i 
; « 
z- 4D 
: 0 
24. 
72 1 
nl 
"Xx 
* 
$7 
: 8 
748 
I” 
Sn 
P 1% 
4 } e 
7 7: 
| 13 
4 
4 
Cf 
4 
L 4 


8 


2 


2 PCS 5 4 6 ' 7 
9h, oh oY P 3 
e eee eee eee 


* — 7 
n 


b e eee 
* 
- * 


P 3 
8 1 
£ r » * bo 5 — 75 
R : 
4 * 4 * < 
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4 : Commons, in which Mr. Haſtings ſays the treaſures: were 
RY ſeized in conſequence of the reſiſtance made by the Begum 
1 to the reſumption of her jaghire. This account was un- 
1 doubtedly untrue, and it naturally excited a very conſiderable 
1 degree of ſuſpicion, when falſe motives were aſſigned for an 
1 action ſo very extraordinary in its nature, as the ſeizureè of 
1 * 5 e £6 £5 r e 1 3 | the 
Ws only decided act yet undertaken, have regulating and reduction of whom 
1 (///, os: the aumils were principally to be 
14 Ong Wn 5 applied to could a general change 
_ | „ or attack upon thoſe aumils with 
= i SES Caſe have been undertaken? I think 
= not; but I put this argument of the 
1 pPracticability or impracticability out 
1 of the queſtion, as it was not that 
. cConſideration which prevented me 
3 from enforcing the meaſures recom- 
1 1 5 mended by you to the Nabob in the 
i "TR . ttreaty z—the fact is this: I did not 
* coy ___ underſtand, at the "dan of execut- 
1 ing the agreement between you and 
4 tze Vizier, that your intention was, 
5 that the whole of the reform pro- 
T _ poſed was in its fulleſt extent to take 
A F _ place this year, nor indeed at all, if 
1 the Company's debt became liqui- 
oo ) 0 \ P * E ; 0 9 
©: dated; T:conceived your interference 
4 in the Nabob's government tended 
* ſeolely to eſtabliſn the means of the 
74 moſt ſpeedy payment poſſible of the 


Company's debt; and that whenever 

this mould be accompliſhed, every 

ſhadow. of interference was to be 

deſiſted from, which 1 ſtated to the 

Nabob and the miniſters, and I be- 

| lieve upon the faith of that aſſurance 
pPtjʒtrʒrincipally was his Excellency's ac- 
quieſcence obtained. N 


Wade 


ſolution to deprive the Begums of 


their ill- employed treaſures. In both 


ſervices it muſt be your care to pre- 
vent an abuſe of the powers given 
to thoſe that are employed in them. 
You yourſelf ought to G perſonally 
preſent. You mult not allow any 
Pegotiation, or forbearance, but mult 
proſecute both ſervices until the Be- 
gums are at the entire mercy of the 
Nabob, their jaghires in the quiet 
poſſeſſion of his aumils, and their 
wealth in ſuch charge as may ſecure 
it againſt private embezzlement.” _ 


« +299 the Nabob's re- 


6 To the 3d ph I hall 
only ſay, that T march to-morrow 
with the Nabob' to enforce both the 
ſervices you exact in it; and if 1 

ſucceed, as I have the ſtrongeſt rea- 

ſons to hope, in obtaining large 
ready money reſources. towards li- 
quidating the arrears: to the troops, 
which form a large proportion of the 
debt to the Company, I have not 2 
doubt of 40 every end 
you have now declared you look to 
the inſtant performance of. 


— 1115 23 2 « %% TYP»? 


Mr 5 
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the treaſures of the mother of a ſovereign Prince. He ſaid, 
it appeared to him from the letters of Mr. Middleton, that 


both he and Aſoph ul Dowlah were reluctant to comply 


when: Mir. I OR 8 e to 1 on the treaſures of 


the 


| 1 . Mid 5 private Letter e to the G Se dated Luck- 
noco, the zoth of December 4 . 


% My dew Sir, | 
« I have this day anſwered your pablis letter, in the 2590 you ſeemed 


to expect. I hope there, is nothing in it that may to you appear too point- 


ed. If you wiſh the matter to be otherwiſe under ſtood than I have taken 
vp and ſtated it, I need not fay I ſhall be ready to conform to whatever 
you may preſcribe, and to take __ myſelf any ſhare of the blame of the 
(hitherto) non-performance of the ſtipulations made on behalf of the Na- 
bob; though I do aſſure you, I myſelf repreſented to his Excellency and 
the miniſters, conceiving it to be your deſire, that the apparent aſſumption 
of the reins of his government (for in that light he undoubtedly conſider- 
ed it at the firſt view), as ſpecified m'the agreement executed by him, was 
not meant to be fully and literally enforced, but that it was neceſſary you 
ſhould have ſomething to ſhew, on your ſide, as the Company were deprived 
of a benefit without a requital ; and upon the faith of this aſſurance alone, 
I believe I may ſafely affirm, his Excellency's obje&ions to ſigning the 


treaty were given up. If I have underſtood the matter wrong, or miſcon- 
ceived your deſign, I am truly ſorry for it; however, it is not too late » : 


corredt the error; and I am ready to undertake, and, God willing, 
carry rough whatever you may, on e of * public letter, t pox 
is your final reſolye,”” T. | \ 


Mr, Middleton to the few. Warren Haſlings, rad a Sc. Sc. | 
dated Fayzabad, the 13th of January 1782. | 

With reſpect to the buſineſs here, I have the honour to inform you, 
that yeſterday finding that the temporiſing and indeciſive conduct of the 


Nabob ſeemed to promi e an iſſue very different from that N in your 


commands of the 26th of December lat. 


Ur. Middleton to the Hon. Warren Haſlings, Governor General, &c. Sc. 
dated Fayzebad, the 20th "A January 1782. 


c« Sir, 
t The 3 having finally agreed to ated to the Nabob the trea- 


ſures of his late father, the Nabob Shujah ul Dowlah, which ſhe had hi- 


therto retained in her poſſeſſion, his W deſired me to withdraw the 
e from the Kella,” LE 


Mf. Middleton to the How: Fe Haſlings, Governor General, &c. Sc. i 
dated eden, the 11th 4 February 1782. — 
« Sir, 1 

10 Incloed I have the böndur to forward you addreſſes from hits Excel- 
lency the Vizier and his miniſters. In juſtice to the latter, it is incumbent 
upon me to inform you, that during the progreſs of the buſineſs at Fayza- 
bad, I received from them the moſt willing and zealous ſupport; and that 
to their exertions. I conſider. myſelf den indebted * yy og Tues 


cls which attended that buſineſs.“ 


. iT [4 


.* The Lord) Chancellor made many ſevere and pointed dnt on 1 r. 


ueral ſty le of this letter. * 


His 
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the Begums; he ſaid no proof had been given chat the Be- 
gums actually been in rebellion. The Lord Chancellor 


Further abſervell, chat at the time theſe compulſory meaſures 
were uſed towards the Nabob, his country in every part of it 


was filled by troops under the command of Britiſh officers and 


in Britiſh pay; that it was. perfectly true there had been tu- 
mults and inſurrections in the province adjoining to the Be- 
gum's jaghire; but theſe were to be attributed, in his opinion, 
to the oppreſſious of Colonel Hannay and his officers, not to 
the interference of the Begums or their eunuchs; and there- 


fore, he contended, there was no real ground for the ſeiz- 
ing upon their treaſures and treating them in the ſevere and 


17 ire manner in which they had been treated. His Lordl- 


thip concluded with declaring that, to his conviction, Mr. 
Haſtings ought not to be acquitted of the charge, but that 
the Managers had made it good. 5 


1 o : : 


Type Harl of Morton roſe immediately after the Lord Chan- 
_cellor, and faid, he was much ſurpriſed to hear the Learned 


Lord ſay, that no proofs had been given of the rebellion of 


the Begums. Did his Lordſhip lay no ſtreſs. upon the ſtrong. 
facts ſtated in the aſſidavits, and the pointed evidence given 


in Weſtminſter Hall by many very reſpectable officers, re- 


lative to the Begum's ſoldiers having been actually taken in 


arms at Pateeta, and the other ſtrong circumſtances, which, 


his Lordſhip ſaid, carried complete conviction to his mind, 


that they took a very active part in that rebellion? 
Lord Thurlow, in reply, went much at large into a circum- 


ſtantial ſtatement of the caſe of Rafael and Governor Verelſt, 


from Blackſtone's Reports, and. declared what had been his 
opinion upon ſuch a caſe at the time that he was Attorney 
General,, communicated again and again to Sir Stanier 
Portien, the Under-Secretary of State, reſpeCting the treat- 
ment of a French ſubject in France, or a Spaniſh ſubject 


in Spain, through the. interpoſition of this country. He 


His Lordſhip laMy referred to the letter tranſmitted by the Go- 
vernor General and Council to the Directors, dated the 41th of 


. ! ̃7ʃ “ü IENON N 
Extra from the Letter of the Governor General and Council to the 

N Court of Diredtors, dated the 11th of February 1782. 

In order to, puniſh the Begum for 3 ill conduct (marching 


an armed foree to oppoſe the reſumption of the jaghires), and to put it out 
of her power to apply the treaſures which ſhe had amaſſed to the purpoſe of 
Failing any further commotion in the country, the Nabob reſolved to ſelze 


her wealth, which by the Mahomedan law. he àvas entitled to as an in. 

heritance from his father, who in the latter years of his life had committed 

bis treaſury wholly to her charge, and it remained with her after his death. 
7 8 en > denieds 
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denied, as a lawyer, the truth of the propoſition laid down 


by the Noble and Learned Lord, reſpecting the miniſter 


of the Britiſh government being legally amenable for any 
act of an independent foreign Prince, to one of his own 
ſubjects, and contended that Aſoph ul Dowlah could be conſi- 
dered no otherwiſe than as an independent fovereign Prince; 
as ſuch we had recognized him in all our treaties, and in all the 
acts of the Britiſh government in India. He fat upon the 


throne of Oude, and was looked up to as an independent 


ſovereign Prince. He muſt therefore not be deemed for one 


purpoſe the offenſible Sovereign, and the 9/7en/ible Nabob and 


Vizier of Oude, and an independent Sovereign and Nabob for 
another. Having replied to this point, his Lordthip proceeded 
to anſwer the remarks of the Learned Lord. If, ſaid he, I have 
ſucceeded in conveying to your Lordſhips the opinions which I 
entertain, I certainly did ſtate the dependence of the Nabob 
upon the Bengal government as broadly as the Learned Lord 


himſelf has laid it down; all I contend is this, that it was 


_ exerciſed, and neceſſarily exerciſed, by all preceding and ſuc- 
ceſſive Adminiſtrations in the fame manner: By the majority 
in the time of General Clavering, by Mr. Haſtings, by Lord 
Cornwallis, and by Sir John Shore. Let me entreat your 
Lordſhips to look to the letter written by Mr. Haſtings in the 
year 1777, to the Nabob. He there repreſents to him in the 
moſt torcible language, the abſolute neceſſity of appointing 
a Naib of character, and inveſting him with great power: 
That by no other means can his affairs be brought into order. 
He begs him to diſcard the unworthy characters that ſurround 
him, and one-man in particular, whom he mentzons by name. 
What is the threat if his advice is not followed? It is this, my 
Lords—The Engliſh will not continue a connexion wich you. 
It will be diſhonourable to them. The advice was followed. 
The miniſter recommended by Mr. Haſtings was appointed. 
I mean Hyder Beg Khan, the other and the ſuperior, Huſſein 
Reza Cawn, being but a nominal miniſter. Hyder Beg Khan 
received from Mr, Haſtings the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of ſup- 
port as long as he continued to exccute the duties which he 
owed to his maſter with fidelity, in which the intereſts of the 
Bengal government were fo materially concerned. He re- 
ceived preciſely the fame aſſurances from Lord Cornwallis. 
In other words, he was protected, both by Mr. Haſtings and 
Lord Cornwallis, againſt the intrigues of thoſe men who were 
the companions of the Nabob's looter hours, and without ſuch 
protection he could not have held his ſtation a year. This 
miniſter, who in ſome of the articles before your Lordſhips is 
Vo. II. Suppl. CE] called 
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called an implacable tyrant, died while Lord Cornwallis was 


upon the coaſt in the year 1791. His Lordſhip, in his letters 


to the Directors, laments his death as a great Public misfortune, 
both on account of his attachment to the Engliſh, and his 
abilities, which were profeſſedly, his Lordſhip ſays, ſuperior 


to thoſe of any other perſon in the Nabob's dominions. But 
to ſhew that the influence of the Bengal government is now 
what it always has been over the Nabob, Lord Cornwallis 
writes that the Nabob had declined to appoint a prime mi- 
niſter, from the time of Hyder Beg's death until his Lordſhip's 


return to Bengal. It 1s therefore perfectly clear that the 


Nabob has at all times been under a ſimilar degree of influence 
to the government of Bengal. The Noble and Learned Lord has 


- read all that correſpondence between Mr. Middleton and Sir 


Elijah Impey, and between Mr. Middleton and Mr. Haſtings, to 


which I have ſo fully alluded, that I will not go over it again. I 


admit as diſtinctly as the Noble and Learned Lord can deſire me 
to admit, that between the 19th of September and the 26th of 
December 1781, the Nabob did ſhew an extreme unwillingneſs 


to adopt thoſe very meaſures which in the month of September 


he appeared firmly determined to adopt. I admit that Mr. 
Middleton's letters prove the fact moſt fully. The Learned 
Lord has alſo ſaid a good deal of that private letter of Mr. 
Middleton, which accompanied his public letter of the 26th 
of December, in which he offers, if the public letter is not 


ſatisfactory, to alter it, ſo as to make it conformable to Mr. 


Haſtings's wiſhes; but adding, that if he had miſtaken Mr. 
Haſtinge's intentions, he was very ſorry for it. He had really 
conceived the ſole end which Mr. Haſtings had in view by the 
treaty of Chunar was to obtain the payment of the Nabob's debt 


in the Gorteſt poſſible time. I am ſure it muſt have been by 


mere accident that the Noble and Learned Lord had not order- 
ed the Clerk to read Mr. Haſtings's anſwer to that letter, which 
was a reply to the whole ſeries of Mr, Middleton's private 
letters. It is important indeed, and in my mind removes every 
degree of doubt and ſuſpicion that can ariſe upon this article 
in the breaſt of any candid man. Mr. Haſtings in terms of 
ſtrong indignation tells Mr. Middleton, “ I have been de- 


ceived: I know not yet by whom.” He goes on to expreſs | 
his ſurpriſe at the contents of Mr. Middleton's letters. The re- 
ſumption of the jaghires,” ſays he, “ though a meaſure to which | 


the Nabob originally ſolicited my confent, three months ago, 


is but at this moment about to be commenced, and againſt the 


Nabob's inclination. You expect reſiſtance. You apply to 


Colonel Morgan for a regiment, You write to me, that unleſs | 


you 
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vou are much miſtaken, a larger force will be neceſſary. Un- 
willing to riſk the reputation of our army, or to fritter away 
our force by detachments, I order a larger force, and then 
you tell me-the Nabob will never be brought to conſent to the 
meaſure; and Mr. Johnfon writes to me, that it will be putting 
the temporary brigade upon him again.” “ Theſe (fays Mr. 
Haſtings) are abſolute contradictions. I will not (he adds) 
divide the brigade at Cawnpour while the Marattas are on 
our frontier, and the peace with them fo recently concluded. 
[ have written to the Nabob, fays Mr. Haſtings, and do you 
tell him that I do not wiſh to interfere in his affairs againſt his 
inclinations; but I will not ſacrifice the Company's intereſts '_ 
to the caprice of his adviſers. Let him pay the debt now due, 
and I will withdraw all our forces, and the reſident's office, but 
I will not ſuffer his alliance to be a clog inſtead of an advantage 
to Bengal.” © Be cautious (he ſays) that the Nabob does not 
miſconceive my letter as bearing any expreſſion of diſpleaſure 
towards him. I think him too deceived. I wiſh him to regard 
me as his friend, and to confide both in my faith and atrach- 
ment. Tam willing to give him undoubted proofs of both. I will 
do nothing for the preſervation of his intereſts againſt his will; 
but I will not hazard the ſafety and honour of our arms, nor 
ſacrifice the Company's intereſts and rights, to the caprice of 
his adviſers.“ e „ « 
He adds, that his reputation may ſuffer from the delays that 
have taken place, and he defires that all Mr. Middleton's 
letters, in future, may be official, that, if neceſſary, he may 
make a public reference to them. It is impoſſible for any of 
your Lordſhips to read this letter without being convinced 
that Mr. Haſtings was in a very high degree offended at the 
letter which Mr. Middleton had written to him; and it is 
equally clear that he does not impute to the Nabob the delays 
that had taken place. The letter written by Mr. Haſtings to 
the Nabob produced an immediate effect. The Nabob thanks 
him for his advice, and promiſes to follow it, which he does. 

Mr. Middleton in {is evidence imputes all this verſatility in 
the Nabob's diſpoſition, to the influence of his perſonal fa- 
vourites: IT have not a doubt of the fact, and am convinced 
irom the whole tenor of the evidence, that the Nabob was 
induced to ac as he did, not to fave the jaghire of his mother, 
but to prevent the reſumption of the jaghires of his favourites. 
You have it in evidence, my Lords, that as early as March 
1776, he urged his mother, through Mr. Briſtow, to accept 
money in lieu of her jaghires, becauſe, as he faid, two rulers 
vere too much fer one country. dd. 
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The Noble and Learned Lord ſurely does not mean to im- 
preſs your Lordſhips with an idea that Mr. Haſtings meant 
to compel the Nabob by force to reſume the- jaghires, or to 
take the treaſures. The troops under Britiſh officers had 
been placed in Oude at the Nabob's defire, and for the pro- 
tection of his country. It never was the intention of Mr. 
Haſtings to uſe force, if we may judge from all that appears 
in evidence. On the contrary, Mr. Haſtings moſt expreſsly 
ſays, that he will not interfere in the Nabob's internal govern- 
ment againſt his conſent, and that he is ready to withdraw 
the reſident and all the troops that are in Oude, and to break 


off the connexion between the two countries, if the Nabob 


deſires it. I have ſo fully explained already the nature of the 
compulſion uſed by Mr. Haſtings, that I believe your Lord- 
ſhips are fully convinced it is very different indeed from that 
ſort of compulſion deſcribed by the Noble and Learned Lord, 


The Noble and Learned Lord ſuppoſes that the oppreſſions 


ſuppoſed to have been committed by Colonel Hannay, were the 
real cauſe of the inſurrections in September 1781. As the 
Manager who ſummed up the evidence in this article profeſſed 
to entertain the ſame ſentiments, I was led to a very minute 
examination. of the evidence to this particular point. But fo 
far from finding any thing in it to juſtify ſuch a concluſion, 


I muſt freely confeſs, my Lords, that the fact of the exiſt- 


ence of Colonel Hannay's oppreſſion is by no means eſtabliſh- 
ed—lt is mere idle rumour. Mr. Holt's evidence is ſo very 


general, that I can make nothing of it. He went out a boy, 


between fifteen and ſixteen years of age, with Sir Eyre Coote, 
in 17793 and in the next year he was in Barreetch and Gor- 
rucpore. He knew nothing of the ſtate of thoſe countries 


prior to that period. He talks of ſeeing mud forts, and 


bamboo. priſons, where renters were confined for their ba- 
lances. He fays, the country had, as he has heard, an un- 
favourable opinion of Colonel Hannay, and in converſation 
he has heard, that he was worth thirty lacks of rupees, or 
three hundred thouſand pounds ſterling. - „ 3s 
Captain Edwards's evidence is equally looſe and unſfatiſ- | 
factory to the point the Managers contended for. He had 
heard that the conduct of Colonel Hannay was oppreſſive, 
but he could ſpeak to no particular fact. Colonel Ahmuty 
fays, that he had heard reports of the inhabitants of Gor- 


rucpore being much diſſatisfied with Colonel Hannay, that 


he knows nothing of particular facts, as Gorrucpore was fo 


diſtant from the place where he commanded: But, my Lords, 


he adds, * all the Gorrucpore diſtrict were a rebellious _ | 


Mancn 17.1 p --  HASTINGS'S IMPEACHMENT. ow 5 * 
ple, and I believe were people who never paid any revenue to 


the Nabob, without its being very ſeverely enforced.“ 


In a very early period, long before Colonel Hannay went 
to Gorrucpore, that province was deſcribed by the Britiſh re- 


ſident, as in ſuch a ſtate of anarchy and rebellion, that it 
could hardly be ſaid to make a part of the Nabob's domi- 
nions. Major Lumſdaine, who knew Colonel Hannay, and 
well knew the country he managed, fpeaks of him in very 
high terms. There is nothing therefore upon the evidence 
that goes to a ſpecific fact of oppreſſion, committed by Co- 
lonel Hannay or his officers. Three of his officers, Major 
Lumſdaine, Captain Williams, and Captain Gordon, were 
examined at your Lordſhips bar Their teſtimony is perfectly 
clear, and fully proves that the Britiſh troops were oppoſed 
by forces in the Begum's pay. Major Macdonald, another 
officer of Colonel Hannay's, who is ſtill in India, diſtinctly 
ſtates in his affidavit, the hoſtile conduct of the eunuchs in 
the city of Fyzabad, and the critical fituation in which he 


remained within fifteen miles of that city, for many days 


after. the revolt of Cheyt Sing was circulated through the 
country, The notoriety of the rebellion of the Begum was 
ſuch, that one of the witneſſes at your Lordſhips bar, Captain 
Wade, I think, on being aſked by a Manager if he was ap- 
plied to to make an affidavit, ſaid, that if any one in India 
had called upon him for ſuch a purpoſe, he ſhould have 
thought they were joking. doen Don 

Another point on which the Noble and Learned Lord has laid 
a conſiderable ſtreſs, I have really ſo fully explained already, that 
I am afraid of treſpaſſing upon your patience by going over the 
ground again. The Noble and Learned Lord ſays, that it ought 


to excite ſuſpicion when we find a man giving a falſe account 


of the motives of his own conduct. He ſays, Mr. Haſtings re- 


preſents to the Court of Directors, and ſo ſtates it in his defence | 


in the Houſe of Commons, that the treaſures were ſeized in 
conſequence of the reſiſtance made by the Begum to the re- 
ſumption of her jaghires. My Lords, I admit it fully that he 
does ſo ſtate it. But how? Mr. Middleton furniſhed the 
materials for- the defence in the Houſe of Commons, and did 
ſo repreſent it, though he declared alſo in his evidence before 
the Houſe of Commons, and though he has ſworn before your 


Lordſhips that it was determined to reſume the treaſures be- 


fore the jaghires were attacked. It is therefore beyond all 


queſtion a blunder, and a blunder, as I obſerved before, which 
the Managers have allowed Mr. Haſtings completely to corre&, 


by inſerting. in their evidence what they call his ſecond de- 
e ons ee x fence. 
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fence. I admit alſo, that the ſame blunder is committed in the 


letter to the Directors, of the 1 1th of February 1782, from the 
Board, and that Mr. Haſtings ſigned the letter, juſt after his re- 


turn to Calcutta. But the Board refer the Directors moſt par. 


ticularly to all Mr. Haſtings's letters, and they ſay, that by thoſe 
it will appear that it was to puniſh the Begum for her daring 
ill-conduct in reſiſting the reſumption of the jaghires, that the 
Nabob reſolved to ſeize her jaghires. Now, my Lords, in the 
letter of Mr. Haſtings, to which the Board refer the Directors, 
as containing complete information, that Gentleman moſt ex- 
preſsly ſtates that he ſtrenuouſly encouraged and ſupported the 


Nabob in ſeizing the treaſures, becauſe the Begum had aſ- 


ſiſted Cheyt Sing during his rebellion, and ſo the Court of 
Directors fully underſtood it. To infer guilt therefore from 


a miſtake of Mr. Middleton, or from the inaccuracy of the 


Secretary, in the wording of a general letter, is what I am 
ſure, from the juſtice and honour of your Lordſhips, you never 


'- will do. >: | 


Upon the whole, my Lords, I do declare to you upon my 
honour, that after the fulleſt inveſtigation of every allegation 
in this article, and comparing each molt carefully with the evi- 


dence adduced in ſupport of it, I am decidedly of opinion that 
Mr. Haſtings ought to be acquitted of every part of the charge. 


Your Lordſhips will conſider qus animo the acts were done, 


which are alledged to be criminal; and I think you will agree 


with me, that Mr. Haſtings aCted highly meritoriouſly in every 
part of his conduct relative to Oude. 5 . 

Type Lord Chancellor ſaid, it did appear to him that the 
Nabob ſhewed an unwillingneſs to reſume the treaſures and 


the jaghires of his mother; that as ſo much therefore of the | 
charge was in his opinion made out, he could not confcien- 


tiouſly acquit Mr. Haſtings of all blame; but what he had ſaid 


was merely to juſtify his own vote, and not from a view or an 
expectation of influencing the judgment of any one of their 
Lordſhips. „ | | 


pe Biſhopof Rocheſter ſaid, he could not give a conſcientious 
vote of Not. Content to the queſtion upon the propoſition agreed 
to by both the Noble and Learned Lords, that the miniſter of 


one country was not amenable to the laws of that country, 


if he procured an independent foreign Prince to do an act of 


injuſtice to one of that foreign Prince's ſubjects. Juſtice, in 


the eye of reaſon and morality, was due to every individual, 
whether the ſubject of a WR Prince or a free government. 
He quoted the writers on the jus gentium, and in particular 


Erotius, to ſupport his argument on that point. He then re- 


| ferred 
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ferred to his own notes of the evidence, to prove that the trea- 
ſures in poſſeſhon of the Bhow Begum were, excepting one 
eighth (which by the laws and cuſtoms of Mahomedans were 
her property, as the widowof Sujah Dowla), the actual prope 
of the reigning Nabob, Aſoph ul Dowla. His Lord ip ſaid, 
that the treaty, as it was called, of 17755 was actually uſurious, 


and would have been ſet aſide on that ground by any court of 


law in Weſtminſter Hall. The reſumption of the jaghires 
was in his opinion a meaſure of ſound policy, and the only 
meaſure that could afford a chance. of reſtoring order to 10 
diſtracted a government as Oude. Whether the meaſure of 
ſeizing the treaſures originated from the Nabob or from Mr. 
Haſtings, made no ſort of alteration, according to his view of 
the queſtion. They had clearly forfeited their right to them. 


His Lordſhip then, from his notes, read extracts from ſome of 


the affidavits, and from the evidence given in Weſtminſter 
Hall by Colonel Popham, Lieutenant Wade, Lieutenant Bir- 
rel, Captain Symes, Captain Grey, Mr. Shuldham, Captain 
Gordon, Captain Williams, and other Gentlemen, which con- 
tained, in his opinion, a body of proof not to be reſiſted. No 
doubt could remain as to the rebellious conduct: of the Begums, 
acting in the only way they could act, through their agents. 
To take it on another ground, and that the ſtrongeſt poſſible 
the Nabob owed the Company a large debt : Mr. Haſtings, 
25 Governor General, {tood in the fituation of the Nabob's 
principal creditor z he knew that the Nabob had ſufficient to 
pay it in the hands of a third perfon, and he compelled the 
Nabob to take that property, ſo unjuſtly held from him, and 
apply it to the diſcharge of his debt to the Company among 


others. What was there illegal or unfair in a creditor's pur- 


ſuing ſuch a line of conduct? The acts therefore were 
juitihable without reſorting to the plea of neceſſity; but the 
neceſſity had been proved in the cleareſt manner ; and his 
Lordſhip had no heſitation in ſaying that Mr. Haſtings ſaved 


India by the meaſure which he adopted in Oude, ſubſequent 


to the treaty of Chunar. 
The queſtion was then put on Lord Thurlow's motion. 
The Not-Contents were declared to have it, and the whole charge 
was negatived by one vote. EG 05 755 
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The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee at half paſt 


three this day, when Lord Thurkw roſe to lay before 1 c 
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Lordſhips the evidence as it appeared to him to apply to the 


charge of preſents, ſtated by the Commons to have been re. 


ceived corruptly by Mr. Haſtings in ſome inſtances, and in 


others in breach of an Act of Parliament. His Lordſhip ſaid, 


that long before the return of Mr. Haſtings to Great Britain, 
he certainly had formed a very high opinion both of his talents 
and of his ſucceſsful exertions in the public ſervice, during his 
very long adminiſtration z and he had fully declared his opinion 


of this Gentleman'scharaCter to their Lordſhips many years ago, 


He had met with nothing, on a clofer review of the particular 
meaſures of his adminiſtration, to induce him to change that 
opinion. But he confeſſed that he looked upon the charge now 


before their Lordſhips as one which in all its — deſerved their 


moſt mature and careful examination. He freely admitted alſo 
that he diſliked preſents; when offered as benevolences from 
perſons of inferior {tations to Princes (and in that character Mr. 
Haſtings certainly moved while in India), they often merited 
the name of extortion; when tendered as preſents, they ge- 
nerally meant corruption. But at the ſame time that he called 


upon their Lordſhips to fift the evidence to the bottom, it was 


not neceſſary in ſuch a Court, to caution them as judges 


to diſmiſs from their remembrance all that they had heard 


that was extraneous both to the evidence and the charge. In- 
ferences were not to be received, and he was ſure they would 
not be received by their Lordſhips as ſubſtitutes for proof. 
It had been often remarked, that if it were poſſible to ſift this 
buſineſs of the preſents, or if the cvidence offered had been 


admitted, much more would have been diſcovered than has yet 
been brought to light. Theſe obſervations were not to be at- 


tended to. Their Lordſhips would not be biaſſed by the re- 
mark ſo often repeated, that Mr. Haſtings might have received 


many more preſents than thoſe which are noticed in the charge. 


No: The Court would determine by the evidence, and by thoſe 


inferences only, which were fairly to be concluded from it. 


They were bound to believe, as the fact undoubtedly was, 
that by the induſtry of the proſecutors,” and. by the attention 
of the Defendant's counſel, the whole truth was fully and 
commeteiybetore hen. „„ 
The article, entitled Preſents, was divided into two parts, 
and the firſt clauſe in the charge applied to the preſent laſt re- 
ceived; yet the Commons had very properly purſued a different 


mode in bringing the ſubject before their Lordſhips. One 


year (1789) was employed by their Lordſhips in receiving 


evidence as to the preſents alleged to have been taken cor- 


- 


rupily in the years 1772, 1773, and 1774. 1 - 
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The next year of the trial (1790) was employed in adducing 
evidence to prove the receipt of preſents in the years 1789, 1781, 


1782, and 17833 that is, the preſents for which Mr. Haſtings | 
has accounted to the Company: So that, in the intermediate 


period of ſix years, it is not charged that Mr. Haſtings re- 
ceived any preſent whatever. In the firſt period, that is, be- 
tween 1772 and 1774, Mr. Haſtings is charged with receiving 
three lacks and fifty-four thouſand rupees, as bribes for certain 
appoiatments which he made at Moorſhedabad in 1772. He 
is alſo charged with receiving four lacks and forty-four thou- 


ſand rupees from the Ranee Bowannee, who is the female Ze- 


mindar of Radthaee, and with appropriating to his own uſe 
forty thouſand rupees a year from the ſalary of the phouſdar 


of Houghly. Your Lordſhips will obſerve that he is ſup- 
| poſed to have taken all this money in the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of 
| the words, moſt corruptly ; as bribes or brokage for appoint- 


ments to oflices. | | Tr | 

The ſums taken at the Jatter period I ſhall now but barely 
mention, becauſe they will require a ſeparate confideration 
entirely. The firſt ſum was the two lacks taken from Cheyt 
Sing in 1780, which, by the mode of its being entered upon 
the public accounts, did appear to be the property of Mr. 
Haſtings, Whether, from circumſtances which I ſhall not now 
go into, that ſum was not fo diſcloſed as to make it bona fide 
the Company's money the inſtant he took it, will be for your 
Lordſhips hereafter to determine, > ; 


The next is a receipt of two lacks from Patna, entered 


under tne head of Durbar charges, and received in April 
TTV 5 

The next is a ſum of fifty- eight thouſand rupees entered 
alſo as Durbar charges, and it is —— by the large preſent 
of one hundred thouſand pounds, received from the Nabob 
Vizier by bills in 178 1, which bills were not fully paid until 


March 178 2. Theſe ſums were alſo entered under the head of 


Durbar charges. By being ſo entered, they immediately be- 
came the property of the Eaſt India Company, and were open 
to any ſort of inveſtigation abroad or in England. Your 
Lordſhips will at once ſee that theſe charges involve a very 
Oo caſe from the former. I ſhall not go into them at 
prelent, 5 . | > | 


The laſt is the preſent from Nobkifſen, which being in ſome 


meaſure different from the three preceding articles, will re- 
quire a ſeparate conſideration alſo. 

At the preſent moment I ſhall entirely confine my obſerva- 
tions to the evidence which applies to the caſe of the preſents 
For. IL r. 1 wen 
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a body as the Houſe of Commons, I conceived it to be moi 
important indeed; I believed that thoſe who framed the charge 


recently been diſcovered. Your Lordſhips all know, that the 


. when the matter which forms this part of the charge of 


deemed worthy of public inquiry, would, after the Japſe of 
fo many years, have been thought matter for impeachment, 


niſhment, who, charged with the government of an em- 
pire, has taken bribes for official appointments. I have 
thereſore, my Lords, looked with all the diligence in my 


 forty-four thouſand pounds ſterling, there certainly is not one 


land pounds a year from the ſalary of | Khan Jehan Khan, who 


fs.  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, enn, 
alledged to have been received in the years 1772, 1773, and 
1774; that is, to the preſents which Mr. Haſtings is charged 9 
have received for corrupt appointments to offices in Bengal, by 
which he added nearly ove hundred thouſand pounds to his pri- 
vate fortune. I will confeſs to you, my Lords, that when 2 
charge of this very ſerious nature was preferred by ſo great 


were prepared to ſupport it by ſome ſtrong evidence that had 


Legiſlature has often reappointed Mr. Haſtings to the high 
othce of Governor General of Bengal ſubſequent to the period 


preſents, had been very fully diſcuſſed in England. Your 
Lordſhips all know that in the year 1773, the miniſter of that 
day held up Mr. Haſtings to the view of the Houſe of Com- | 
mons as a man who was proof againſt that ſort of temptation, 
which a very great character had publicly ſaid the molt 
virtuous man was not able to reſiſt. It is nearly nineteen years 

ago ſince I was called upon in another ſituation to conſider | 
and to give my opinion on one of the material points in the 
charge now under your Lordſhips conſideration. I did not 
therefore conceive that facts which at that period were no: 


unleſs, which I ſuppoſed to be the caſe, ſome ſtrong and 
decifive evidence on the points alluded to had been dilco- 
vered. In that caſe, I ſhould have held the argument often 
urged, that twenty years had elapſed ſince the whole caſe 
had been referred to England, to have been fallacious and 
nugatory. No diſtance of time, no public ſervice, no Par- 
liamentary appointments, ought .to ſcreen. a man from pu- | 


power, through the evidence which has been given in ſupport 
of this charge. 3 TT | 

With reſpect to the Ranee Bowannee, from whom Mr. 
Haſtings is accuſed of having extorted the large ſum of 


tittle of evidence to ſupport the charge, nor can I find 
even the name of this perſon mentioned in any part of the 
evidence. No evidence has been offered to ſupport another 
allegation, Mr. Haftings is charged with receiving ſour thou- | 


Was 
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was Phouſdar of Houghly; but there is no evidence offered 
to ſupport the charge, and conſequently, on both theſe allega- 
tions Mr. Haſtings muſt be acquitted. | . 
The only remaining charge is, that in the year 1772, Mr. 
Haſtings corruptly received three lacks and fifty-four thouſand 
rupees, nearly forty thouſand pounds, from Nundcomar and 
Muny Begum, for appointing the ſon of the former Duan, 
and the latter guardian to the Nabob of Bengal. CODES 
Tour Lordſhips will recolle& that one whole year was em- 
ployed in Weſtminſter Hall in this part of the charge; I will 
endeavour, therefore, as ſhortly as I am able, to lay before your 
Lordſhips the reſult of the evidence upon it, as it ſtrikes my 
mind, N | e . 
In the month of May 1765, Lord Clive arrived in Bengal, 
and brought with him poſitive directions to enforce the exe- 
cution of certain covenants which the Directors had ordered 
their ſervants to enter into. By thoſe covenants every man 
was bound not to receive more than one thouſand rupees from 
any Prince, &c. in India without the conſent of the Council, 
nor above four thouſand rupees without the conſent of the 
Directors. The Company, as the charge aſſerts, adopted this 
meaſure in conſequence of the extortions that had been 
practiſed under the plea of receiving preſents; and, my Lords, 
it is a ſingular fact, that, after all the laudable induſtry exerted 
in the year 1772, by a Committee of the Houſe of Commons 
to diſcover the perſons who had received preſents at the two 
great revolutions in Bengal, it did not appear that any preſent 
was received by Mr, Haſtings, though he had been con- 
fidentially employed both by Lord Clive and Mr. Vanſittart. 
In addition to the covena” ts, Lord Clive, in the month of Sep- 
tember 1766, propoſed that every Governor ſhould take a 
ſolemn oath at the Mayor's court in Calcutta, that he would 
not take a preſent for himſelf, beyond the amount ſpecified in 
his covenant. He gave to a Governor one and one- eighth per 
cent, commiſñon on the revenues. He took the oath himſelf. 
Mr, Verelſt, who ſucceeded him in January 1767, took it alſo. 
But the Directors made a new arrangement, and gave the Go- 
vernor thirty-one out of one hundred ſhares, in a commiſſion of 
two and a half per cent. on the revenues. This totally changed 
the nature of the oath. Mr. Cartier ſucceeded Mr. Verelſt in 
January 1770. He did not take the oath, and in April 1772, 
when Mr. Haſtings ſucceeded Mr. Cartier, the oath itſelf was 
become obſolete, which was the expreſſion uſed by a witneſs at 
rour bar, The Managers, I think, waſted a great deal of time, 
and yery unneceffarily, on this ſubject, in order to convince 
your Lordſhips, that Mr. Haſtings had predetermined to do 
Tet” LLJI2 e 
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all thoſe corrupt acts which they charge him with havin 
done, and therefore evaded taking the oath. Now, my Lords, 
I really think that any man who could commit the crimes - 
alledged againſt Mr. Haſtings, would hardly heſitate a mo- 
ment, to add the crime of perjury to the catalogue. 
Lord Clive acquired for the Company, as your Lordſhips 
well know, the Dewannee of. Bengal in 1765. It was his 
policy to draw what advantages he could from this grant 
through the medium of a double government. In other 
words, he not only preſerved all the Mahommedan forms, 
but he actually committed to Mahomed Reza Cawn the en- 
tire management of the revenues, and the adminiſtration of 
civil and criminal juſtice to the people. The Britiſh go- 
vernment protected the country by its army, and received into 
the. treaſury the public revenues that remained aſter paying 
twenty-lix lacks a year to the Mogul, fiſty-three lacks to the 
| Nabob, and twelve lacks to his miniſter Mahomed Reza 
Can, who enjoyed the high title of Naib Soubah. It was 
the earneſt and preſſing advice of Lord Clive both to his 
ſucceſſor Mr. Verelſt and to the Directors, that this ſyſtem 
ſhould remain entire in all its parts. He conceived that the 
intricacies in an Indian ſyſtem of finance, were not to be 
unravelled by. Europeans, and that the form of the double 
government was neceſſary to keep down the jealouſy of fo- 
reign nations. 15 85 A 
This ſyſtem continued from 1765 until 1772; your Lord- 
ſhips well know that from various cauſes the promiſes of Lord 
Clive were not realized, and in fact, inſtead of Bengal yield- 
ing a balance of a million ſterling a year in favour of Great 
Britain, the income barely ſuſhced to meet the expenditure. 
| Under theſe peculiar circumſtances, my Lords, was Mr. 
| | Haſtings appointed to govern Bengal. Three or four days 
after he became Governor, in April 1772, orders of a very im- 
portant nature were received from the Directors, and your 
Lordſhips will ſee that this detail is neceſſary te the complete 
knowledge of the caſe, becauſe the preſent charge originated 
from the manner in which Mr. Haſtings executed theſe orders. 
& He was directed, in concert with his Council, to deſtroy the 
whole fabric of the double government. He was to collect the 
revenues, and to take every meaſure connected with them 
through the agency of the Company's ſervants. In ſhort, my 
Lords, he was te. form a ſyſtem for the government of Benpa), | 
under inſtructions To general, that I may fairly ſay, the whole | 
plan was left to his judgment and diſcretion, _ RE 
In addition to theſe orders, which neceſſarily involved the 
diſmiſhon of Mahomed Reza Cawn from his office of Naid 
: 1 8 8 . Soubah, 
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Zoubah, a letter was written to Mr. Haſtings himſelf, and 
which in the event of his death was not to be opened by any 
other perſon, directing him immediately to iſſue orders for 
ſeizing the perſon of Mahomed Reza Cawn, his family and de- 
per dents. - He was further directed'to order him to Calcutta, 
and to try him, on the charges of having embezzled the public 
revenues, monopolizing rice during the famine, and for leaving. 
a balance unpaid, from the time of his having been the renter: 
of the province of Dacca. = | . 8 
Mr. Haſtings was further directed to employ Nundcomar in 
detecting the mal- practices of Mahomed Reza Can, and to 
afford him the degree of countenance neceſſary to effect this 
purpoſe. The Directors add, they were confident, that the 
perfect knowledge Mr. Haſtings had of the man's character, 
would prevent him from giving him any improper degree of 
Mete | SM. - | 
. In the execution of theſe ſevere orders, Mr. Haſtings appears 
to have acted with every poſſible degree of tenderneſs and hu- 
manity. He wrote himſelf to Mahomed Reza Cawn, ex- 
preſſing his concern for his ſituation; and to the Gentleman 
who was entruſted with the charge of taking him priſoner, he 
recommended every kindneſs and attention that could be ſhewn 
to him, conſiſtent with the literal and {trict obedience of the 
orders. Mahomed Reza Cawn was brought down to Calcutta; 
Nundcomar was employed by Mr. Haſtings; but the infamous 
means to which he reſorted in order to convict Mahomed 
Reza Cawn, were ſo apparent, that Mr. Haſtings tells the 
Directors his own character had ſuffered, he was afraid, by 
the ſupport which he had given to Nundcomar, but he adds, To 
your wiſhes I have 2 my own feelings. In the end, 
my Lords, Mahomed Reza Cawn was fully acquitted; and 
though your Lordſhips have heard Mr. Haſtings accuſed in 
Weſtminſter-Hall of treating him with harſhneſs and injuſtice, 
Mahomed Reza Cawn himſelf was ſenſible, as appears by the 
evidence, that he owed his honour and his life to the juſtice 
and impartiality of Mr. Haſtings. © + F 
I will now ſtate to your Lordſhips the plan adopted by Mr. 
Haſtings for the future government of Bengal, in the adoption 
of which he provided for the ſon of Nundcomar, and expoſed 
himſelf to the preſent. accuſation, It was determined that a 
Committee of the Council ſhould proceed to Moorfhedabad; Mr. 
| Haſtings was preſident of that Committee; he left Calcutta in 
May, and returned in September, having been about two 
months and a half at Moorſhedabad. During Jus abſence, he 
lormed an arrangement, new in all its parts. The lands were 
N n 5 | Icy 
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N , ; * 8 : : 
let on leaſes of five years. Courts of juſtice were eftabliſhed 


throughout the provinces ; the ſeat of government was remoy- 
ed to Calcutta, with all the neceſſary offices, the records, &c. 
In ſhort, in every meaſure taken by Mr. Haſtings, he appears 
to have acted ſyſtematically, and with a view of convincing 
the natives that the Governor and Council of Bengal would in 
future manage all the details of government. In the courſe of 
the various diſcuſſions which neceſſarily employed Mr. Haſtings 


and his Committee, they were to conſider in what manner 
_ they were to obey the orders which the Directors had ſent 
chem, for appointing another miniſter in the room of Mahomed 


Reza Cawn. The Directors had conceived ſuch an appoint- 


ment to be neceſſary as well for tranſacting occaſional bufineſs 
with the Nabob, as to be the medium of communication with the 


French, Dutch, and Daniſh governments in Bengal. After very 


mature deliberation and well conſidering how far a liberal ex- 
ecution of theſe orders would derange the new ſyſtem of 
things, Mr. Haſtings determined, and with very great pro- 
 priety I think, to diſobey them; and fo far the Managers have 


made good their charge. He obſerved, that if any ſingle miniſter 
was to be appointed with a falary of three lacks of rupees a 
year, which was the order, it would convey an idea to the 


natives, that the office of Naib Soubah ſtill ſubſiſted: That it 
was unneceflary for the mere purpoſe of being the channel of 
communication with foreign nations; and therefore he deter- 


mined to divide this falary amongſt three perſons, Muny 


Beg um, the widow of Meer Jaffier, was appointed guardian 
of the young Nabob, and ſuperintendant of his houſehold ; 
| Goordafſs, the ſon of Nundcomar, was appointed Duan, and 


Rajabullub, Roy Rayan of the Khalſa. The Board fully approved 


of two of the appointments ; but, ignorant of the motives which 
induced Mr. Haſtings to propoſe Raja Goordaſs, they oppoſed 
his appointment, on account of the notoriouſly infamous cha- 
racter of his father Nundcomar. The majority however con- 
curred with Mr. Haſtings, and all the appointments were con- 


firmed. The charge goes upon an idea, that Muny Begum 


was really intruſted with great power in the government of the 
country, and the is deſcribed in it as a perſon wholly unfit to 
govern the Nabob's dominions. The Manager who opened 
the charge, ſo argued it too; but, my Lords, the whole exi- 


denee proves the truth of Mr. Haſtings's aſſertion when the 


appointment took place, that in fact ſhe would have no autho- 


rity beyond the walls of the Zenana. She applied to him for 
certain privileges heretofore enjoyed by the perſon acting 25 
guardian to the Nabob. By allowing them, Mr. Haitings 


would 
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would have given her ſome power, and, in language perſectiyx 
polite, he declined compliance with any of her requeſts. In 
his letter to the Directors, Mr. Haſtings fully explains his 
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reaſons for all his actions: He tells the Directors that the uncle =p 
of the Nabob was the only perſon who. could have had a FRY 
ſuperior claim to Muny Begum to the appointment in queſtion, 1 
and his reaſons for preferring the Begum are ſo clear, and in- 1 
deed fo unanſwerable, that I am conhdent every one of your 1 
Lordſhips will be convinced of the perfect propriety of his | 
conduct. As ſoon as the Directors had received an account from i 
Mr. Haſtings, of the various tranſactions which were crowded 1 
into the firſt ſix months of his adminiſtration, they ſent him a ol 
letter of thanks, and expreſſed their complete approbation of Ft 
all he had done, adding particularly, that they fully approved the *þ 
appointment of Muny Begum. Your Lordfhips therefore wilt 1 
conſider, that though the Commons have proved that Mr. | 
Haſtings diſobeyed the Company's orders, it is proved alſo that 1 
in their opinion he had conſiderably improved upon the plan 9 
which they had preſcribed. | Be 71905 1 
The arrangements thus approved were ſubmitted to the \ 13 
inſpection of Parliament in 1773, and to the miniſter 18 
that day they appeared to do Mr. Haſtings ſo much credit, 5 
that he propoſed to nominate him the firſt Governor Ge- = 
neral of Bengal under the regulating Act of that year. | _ 
The new government took place in Bengal in October 1774; 1 
and your Lordſhips have it in evidence, that the firſt three A 
months were ſpent in diſcuſſing the political meaſures Which 1 
Mr. Haſtings had adopted in that and the preceding year. Elie 1 
unfortunate diſſenſions in the Council began, in fact, on the ſe- 1 
cond day that the Board aſſembled. 1 
But it was not until the month of March 1775, that an 5 
meaſure was brought forward which pointed at the private cha- 5 
racter of Mr. Haſtings. On the 11th of that month, a letter: 5 


was brought to the Board by Mr. Francis, which be ſaid was 
delivered to him publicly by Nundcomar, who required him, as 
a Counſellor of the State, to deliver it to the Board. Your 
Lordſhips have all read the letter, and a more extraordinary, or 
a more inſolent production never appeared undountedly, nor 
one which carried falſehood upon the face of it more ſtrongly, 
After ſtating his ſervices ; the promiſes which Mr. Haitings 6 
had made to him, to induce him to diſcover - ths embezzle- 
ments of Mahomed Reza Cawn, which he ſxys, amounted to 
nearly three millions ſterling ; the breach of Mr. Haſtings's 
promiſes; the enmity which he had ſince ſhewn him, and 
which he avows to be his motive for what he is going to relate; 
he ſtrongly inſinuates that Mr. Haſtings had received * 
| 5 ums 
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ſums from Mahomed Reza Cawn, Sittabroy, and others. He 
adds, Having ſo far written generally, I now come to particular; 


—and then he ſtates that at various times in the year 1772, Mr. 
Haſtings had received the ſum of three lacks and ſty- four 
thouſand rupees, from himſelf, his ſon Goordaſs, and Muny 
Begum, in conſideration of making the appointments which! 
have already mentioned to your Lordſhips. After the letter 


had been read through, the Board adjourned, Mr. Haſtings 


having very properly, in my mind, obferved upon the ſingular 
à letter to the Council. | . e 
At their next meeting another letter was ſent in by Nund- 


circumſtance of a member of the government preſenting ſuch 


comar, deſiring to be confronted with Mr. Haſtings, and to 


bring proofs of his charges before the Board. In the ſame let- 
ter he tells the Board that he had warned former Governors of 


the conſequences of attending to their own intereſt, and not 


to that of the Company. My Lords, it is impoſſible to read 
ſuch a letter, and the proceedings which followed, without ad- 
mitting that there was at leaſt much indiſcretion in the con- 
duct of the majority, who wiſhed to call Nundcomar before the 
Board. Mr. Haſtings declared that he would not fit at that 
Board, the firſt Britiſh ſubject in India, to be confronted with 
ſuch a miſcreant as Nundcomar ; that the propoſition was made 
with a view to inſult, to degrade him, and to proclaim the an- 
nihilation of his power to all Indoſtan ; but he added, which 
is very material to your Lordſhips to conſider, that in a Com- 
mittee of the Board they might hear all that Nundcomar had 
to ſay, and they might inſtitute any proceſs they pleaſed. The 
Board perſiſted, and Mr. Haſtings declared the Council 
diſſolved. | e „ 
Here, my Lords, the evidence ends. What paſſed after Mr. 
Haſtings had diſſolved the Council, your Lordſhips, as judges, 
cannot know, except in ſo far as the proceedings are alluded 


to in thoſe letters from Mr. Haſtings and the majority to the 


Company. But it is an hiſtorical fact, my Lords, which per- 
haps I may fairly be allowed to mention, that all the inform- 
ation given by Nundcomar to the majority was ſubmitted to 
the law officers of the Company in Bengal, who did not re- 
commend any proſecution in India, but adviſed the Board to 
tranſmit every paper, and all the evidence, to'the Company, 
who might, if the matter were worthy of their notice, file a 


bill againſt Mr. Haſtings, and compel a diſcovery. Theſe do- 
cuments arrived at a time when it certainly was the anxious 


wiſh of the miniſter to take any fair and reaſonable ground he 


could for the removal of Mr. Haſtings. The papers were all 


ſubmitted to the law officers of the Company, who — 
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that the information of Nundeomar, even upon the ex parte 
caſe beſore them, could not poſſibly be true. The reaſons for 
that belief were aſſigned at length: The Directors, though a 
majority of them were very well difpoſed to oblige the 


miniſter, concurred with their law officers, and all that rubbiſh 
and traſh remained "unnoticed from 1776 to the year 17893 


when, as your Lordſhips know, it was repeatedly preſſed u 

you by the Managers, as containing proofs of the corruption of 
Mr. Haſtings, and it was very properly rejected by the Court. 
It was never pretended by the Managers that they had evidence 
to go a ſtep beyond this rejected information of Nundcomar ; 
And here, my Lords, I cannot avoid faying—hard fate of Mr. 


creet, ſo far I think I may ſay, as to write to the Directors, 
in March 1775, that though Mr. Haſtings then called Nund- 
comar a miſereant, he had been high in his confidence and cloſely 
connected with him before their arrival: I ſay it was indiſcreet, 


my Lords, to ſend ſuch intelligence to the body, in obedience to 


whoſe commands alone it was owing; that Nundcomar was em- 
at all, or even admitted into the preſence of Mr. Haſtings. 


To ſend ſuch a letter to a body who had been told by Mr. 


Haſtings above a year before, that he had every thing to ex- 
pect from the malignity and diſappointed ambition of Nund- 
comar, who had hoped to riſe on the ruin of Mahomed Reza 
Cawn—I ſay my Lords, the fate of Mr. Haſtings was hard 
indeed; placed as he was by the Directors in the ſacred cha- 
racter of a judge, he took every poſſible means to determine 
fairly and juſtly on the accuſation againſt Mahomed Reza Cawn. 
The acquittal gave general fatisfaCtion, though Nundcomar 
imputed it to the baſeſt corruption. wh 


come now, my Lords, to the next point in this charge, on 


which your Lordſhips muſt deeide: It is fully proved Mr. 


Haſtings himſelf never denied the fact I mean the receipt of 


a lack and a half of rupees for zeafut, a Perſian word for eriter= | 


tainment, which was paid to Mr. Haſtings from the treaſury of 


in the year 1972. 


the Nabob, and entered on the public accounts of his treaſury | 


It is neceflary to ſtate the circumſtances which led te the 


diſcuſhon of this ſubject; they are curious, and ſhew the un- 


happy ſpirit which prevailed at the time in the Supreme 


treaſury by the Begum, brought a number of accounts to an 
Engliſh gentleman, and bythoſe; he ſaid, it would appear that part 


Council. In the month of wy 1775, 2 man employed in the 


of the Nabob's money for many years paſt had been embezzled: 


Py ny having been given to yo gas reme. Coun- 
eil they immediately diveſted the Begum of her appointment 


ws he gentlemen of the majority were ſo indif- 
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letter of two lines to the Board, incloſing a written declaration 
from the Begum, that ſhe had. paid a lack and a half of rupees 
to Mr. Haſtings. His conduct on the receipt of this inform- 


this item for tranſmiſſon. He deſires the Begum to be aſked 


Moorſhedabad received two thouſand rupees a day in lieu of 
proviſions; beyond that ſhe had not given a ſingle cowrie, and 
every payment would appear upon the record. Now, my Lords, 
and was to undergo a cloſe inſpection by three commiſſioners, 
_ ceive any other ſum beyond that which he never for a moment 


with great ſincerity explains the buſineſs. | Mr. Haſtings had 
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and deputed Mr. Goring to Moorſhedabad, to ſeize all her 
papers, containing the accounts of the Nabob's expenditure 
from the year 1764 to 17/2. This gentleman was to deliver 
over the accounts, after he had ſeized them, to three com- 
miſſioners. Soon after his arrival at Moorſhedabad, he ſent a 


ation was exactly what any man would have held. He ex- 
preſſes his ſurpriſe that Mr. Goring, who was entruſted with a 
limited commiſſion, and that commiſſion not to examine 
accounts, but to deliver them to others; ſhould have ſelected 


if the ſum was paid by agreement, by application from him, or 
in conſequence of eſtabliſhed uſage and cuſtom? The anfwer 
is clear and deciſive. Every Governor, ſhe: ſays, coming to 


as the record alluded to was in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Goring, 


it ĩs abſolutely impoſſible to believe that Mr. Haſtings did re- | 


denied that he had received; Mr. Goring ſpeaks'out fully, and 


requeſted that he might be deſired to account for ſo partial 
a ſelection. Mr. Goring, in reply, on the 3d of June ſaid, 
the Begum gave the account, on being earneſtly preſſed 


by him to ſtate, how tlie deficiency aroſe. He humbly begs | | 
pardon of the Board if he has exceeded his duty, but adds, | | 
The extraordinary confidence you were pleaſed to repoſe in | 
me, and the unlimited power attending it, moved me to exert \ 

- myſelf to the utmoſt, that the intent of my appointment might F 
 .not-beentirely less ö 
Nov, my Lords, after this frank and plain declaration, your | 
Lordſhips muſt, all be convinced that the real object of Mr, q 
_ 'Goring's appointment was to obtain for the majority. a full 4 
account of all the ſums which Mr. Haſtings had received at 
Moorſhedabad ; your: Lordſhips muſt alſo be fully ſatisfied that j 
the only ſum which Mr. Haſtings did receive, was two thou- F' 
- fand rupees a day, for zeafut or entertainment, agreeably to Wl « 
eſtabliſſied uſage. The Managers affirm in the charge, and | J 
have ſo argued it, that this was a ſum received for an appoint- r 
ment to oſſice, and if it were ſo received it is a crime of a molt 10 
ſerious nature, deſerving the marked condemnation of your r 


Lordſhips. But I cannot find one line of evidence on the 
W >: 2 ; ww | „ SY 755 1 5 | pro- 
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roſecution which invalidates the declaration of the B. 
that it was given agreeably to eſtabliſhed uſage. _ 


” 


Colonel Monſon fays, he has heard that it has been an efta- 


bliſhed uſage, for perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank, when refident at 


the courts of Eaſtern Princes, to have large ſums. of money paid 


them for their table expences ; that Mr. Haſtings can fatisfy 
the Directors whether he did ſo receive this ſum, or whether 
he has charged his expences to the Company while he was at | 


Moorſhedabad. 


— 


Now, my Lords, the Managers have given evidence to prove 
that the travelling expences of Mr. Haſtings and his ſuite 


to and from Caleutta were paid; the whole amount does not 
exceed three thouſand pounds; and there is alſo a general 
charge for the Committee of Circuit, which cannot be ap- 
plicable to Mr. . It is perfectly clear therefore that 
the expences of Mr. Haſtings while at Moorſhedabad were 
not defrayed by the Company. The evidence for the De- 


fendant carries the matter but one ſtep further. It relies on 


the Begum's declaration that all Governors received a ſimilar 


allowance, and the counſel prove that as often as the Nabob 
was in Calcutta, he received from the Company one thouſand 
rupees a day for zeafut. But in the evidence in reply the 


Managers for the Commons fairly and candidly, and much 
to their honour, produced evidence which the counſel of the 
Defendant, with all their induſtry, had not been able to dif- 


cover. The Auditor of the India Houſe being called by 


the Managers, read from a book of public accounts, a ſtate- 
ment of the allowances made to Lord Clive firft, and next 
to Mr. Verelſt, when they were at Moorſhedabad as Governor; 
and no doubt therefore can remain as to the truth of the 


Begum's declaration, that every Governor, while at Moorſhe- 
| dabad, received the ſame allowance as Mr. Haftings. With 


this body of evidence before you, I do not believe that any 
one of your Lordſhips will think that the Commons have 
made good any part of the charge of preſents, ſtated to have 
been corruptly received' in the years 1772, 1773, and 1774. 
The payment now in queſtion is expreſly charged to be a bribe, 
The evidence certainly difproves the charge. But the Com- 
mons have given evidenee to ſhew the partiality of Mr. Haſt- 


ings towards the Begum, from whence they would infer fome 
| Corrupt underſtanding between them. It no-where appears 


in the evidence that-ſhe had embezzled any part of the Nabob's 
money, All will appear, ſhe ſays, upon the records, and ſhe 
ſeems to be completely juſtified. Your Lordſhips heard, and 
with much pain, IJ am ſure, a great deal of coarſe invective 


[M] 2 uttered 
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uttered againſt this lady. She was deſeribed as a dancing 


girl—a common proſtitute —a dealer in ſpirits; and many 
other epithets were applied to her, which I ſhall not enumerate; 
but I certainly have taken ſome pains to trace, as far as I could, 
both from the evidence and the hiſtory of the times, the real 
ſituation of this lady. I find that the only authority on which 
the has been called a dancing girl by the Manager, is a letter 
written from a man of the name of Nuned Roy to Genera! 
Clavering, in which he tells the General, “ Every day's news 
is tranſmitted to you“ - and then he incloſes a paper, which 
contains what he calls the hiſtory of Muny Begum; ſtating 
that her mother being poor, ſhe ſold her to a miſtreſs of dan- 
eing girls, that ſhe came to Moorſhedabad, danced before Meer 
Jaffier, who took her to his houſe, where ſhe became the 
mother of the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah,—Here the ſtory 
ends, This young Nabob died in 1766, above the age of 
twenty; ſo that, if credit is to be given to any part of the in- 
telligence of Nuned Roy, Muny Begum has been at leaſt half 
a century in a very elevated ſituation. She was a woman of 
high rank when we were mere merchants in Bengal. Lord 
live deſcribes her ſo far back as 1765, as the widow of Meer 
ather, and upon the credit of her teſtimony he received a 
legacy of five lacks of rupees as a bequeſt from her late huſ- 
band Meer Jafher, which the Noble Lord appropriated as a fund | 
or, the half-pay of the Company's officers and ſoldiers. In 
her | teſtimony ſhe ſtates that Meer Jaffier her huſband had en- 
preſly directed her to pay this money to Lord Clive on his at- 
rival in Bengal, and, after receiving her own ſettlement, to 
diſburſe the remainder in the manner he had directed. Your | 
Lordſhips will find this tranſaction fully detailed in one of 
the Reports of the Houſe of Commons. | 
It appears from the evidence, that in 1771, Mahomed Reza 
awn, giving an account to the Governor of the wives of 
Meer Jather, repreſents the deceaſed mother of Meeran as the 
firſt and moſt reſpected amongſt them. He then mentions 
Muny Begum as the next; but her ſon, who was Nabob 
of Bengal, being dead, and the mother of the reigning 
Nabob till alive, it was proper, in Mahomed Reza Cawn's | 
opinion, that theſe two ladies ſhould be deemed of equal rank. 
Tour Lordſhips ſee by the evidence in what light ſhe was 
eſteemed by Mr. Haſtings and his Council. The Directors 
ordered her to be diſmiſſed from the office, to which Mr. Haſt- 
ings reappointed her, at the expreſs application of the Nabob 
in 1778. She was accordingly removed in 1980; and the 
rt evidence reſpecting her, is a letter from Mr, Haſtings ® | 


che Directors, dated in November 1783, incloſing a repreſenta - 


tion from the Begum of the ſituation, which. the had filled, 


the reſpect in which ſhe had been held in Bengal for ſo many 
years, and the hardſhips which ſhe had ſuſtained in conſe- 


quence- of the unfortunate. differences in the Supreme Coun- 


peruſe this letter, you will it in page 1092: of the Evidence. 
It was produced. by the Managers and a more temperate, 
affecting, and dignified letter I never. read. It proves. thats 


whatever ſituation the may have filled in very early life, if it be 


true that her origin was low, ſhe was well calculated to ſuſtain 
with the utmoſt decorum and propriety. the high rank to 
which ſhe had been elevated by Meer Jather. Time having 


r which. this lady bad fo ſeverely 
tors, with a humanity and a ſenſe 


ſuffered, the Court of Dire 
of juſtice which well became them, referred this repreſenta- 
tion to Lord Cornwallis, from a conviction that the Noble 
Marquis would determine upon the merits of this lady with 
the ſtricteſt impartiality z and accordingly, my Lords, it ap- 


pears in evidence, that a penſion was ſettled upon her of 


ten thouſand rupees @ month, about twelve thouſand pounds 
a year; which was within a mere trifle of the extent of her 


requeſt, Thus, my Lords, has this lady received ſome com- 


penſation for the injuries which ſhe had formerly ſuſtained ; 
and after having held the rank of the firſt woman in Bengal 
for near forty years, the wife of one Prince, the mother 


of another, and the guardian of two other Princes; after hav- 


ing ſeen her huſband the abſolute Sovereign of Bengal, and 
the family of her huſband originally receiving fifty-three lacks 
of rupees. a year, which has now been brought down to fix- 
teen; ſhe will at leaſt have the ſatisfaction, in her latter days, 
of being relieved from every apprehenſion of perſonal wants, 
or perſonal indignities. | Your Lordſhips, I hope, will excuſe 
me for having detained you ſo long on this part of the caſe. 
You will recollect that the Commons deemed it fo weighty 
and important, that they employed four days in opening it in 
Weſtminſter. Hall. I have examined all the evidence with 
the utmoſt attention of which I am capable, and I am con- 
vinced that it is abſolutely impoſſible for your Lordſhips to 
determine that the Commons have made good any part of the 
charge. The lack and a half of rupees, it is clear, was not 


received as a bribe for an appointment to office; conſequently 


it is not that crime which the Commons charge. It was a 
compliance with an eſtabliſhed uſage, and would have been 
received equally, if no arrangement had been made in 1772. 
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—— PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. - [Lonm, 


I have been the more particular alſo, my Lords, in ſumming 


up all the evidence in this caſe, becauſe the Manager *, who 
replied on this charge, and of whoſe acuteneſs and abilities 
F have a very high opinion, profeſſed himſelf to be convinced 
that the Commons had proved the charge of corruption in 


this inſtance moſt completely. I will not detain-your Lord. 


ſhips longer than to move, that the Commons have made good 
the fixth article, as far as it relates to a corrupt receipt of three 


lacks and fifty-four thouſand rupees in the year 1772. 


- The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he ſhould detain their Lordſhip 


but a very few moments, not meaning to go into the circum- 


ſtantial detail that the Committee had heard fo ably ſtated by 


the Noble and Learned Lord. He was perfectly ready to ad- 
mit that the Commons had totally failed in making good any 
part of the charge, except the receipt of the lack and a half 


of rupees, which Mr. Haſtings had admitted to be true; and 


even though the fact of his having received the lack and a 


half was proved, yet there certainly was no proof that Mr. 


Haſtings had received it as a conſideration for an appointment 
to office, which he concurred with the Learned Lord in think- 
ing would have been a crime of a very heavy nature indeed, 


He was induced to think that if this article had ſtood alone, 


the Commons would not have charged it. It was. mixed 


with others, of which, under their Lordſhips rules, no evidence 


could be given. It had been diſtinctly proved by the Ma- 


nagers that it was uſual for Governors to receive two thouſand 


rupees a day while at Moorſhedabad ; and the money paid firſt 
to Lord Clive, and next to Mr. Verelſt on the ſame account, 
was in evidence. As there was no ground therefore to be- 


tieve that Mr. Haſtings had prolonged his ftay one day at 


Moorſhedabad with a view of putting two thouſand rupees in 
His pocket, he. certainly ſhould concur with the Noble and 


Learned Lord; but he confidently hoped that this practice, 
' which however cuſtom might have juſtified in ſome degree, 


no longer obtained in India. He would propoſe, in pre- 


ference to the Learned Lord 


to a corrupt receipt of preſents in the year 1772, 1773, and 


* Mr, Fox. 


ox» 


| s motion, to put it, That the 
Commons had made good the ſixth article, as far as it related 


Tord Thurlbau conſented to the amendment. The motion 
was put, and negatived, nentine diſſentionte. F | 
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ſe being reſolved into a Committee, A 
Lord Thurlou immediately roſe, to ſtate to their Lordſhips 


the nature of the ſecond diviſion of the charge of preſents, 


and to adduce the evidence which had been given upon it, by 
the Managers, and the Defendant's Counſel, e 
Ne obſerved, that the laſt day on which the Committee ſat, 

their Lordſhips had determined, nemine diſſentiente, that the 
Commons had not made good the firſt branch of this charge, 
namely, the receipt of conſiderable preſents, for brokage and 
bribes for the fale of offices, the moſt odious and diſgraceful 
ſpecies of corruption that could be charged againſt a public 


man. 


Phe preſent accuſation, faid Lord Thurlow, is in its nature 


very materially different. We are now, my Lords, to conſider 
Mr. Haſtings's conduct in receiving preſents between the years 
1780 and 1784, to a very large amount, for the uſe of the Come 
pany, as he contends; but, as the Managers in argument have 
contended, for his on uſe; though at a ſubfequent period, as 
they ſay, fear induced him to apply them to the public ſervice.” 
If the Managers have ſucceeded in proving that Mr. Haſt- 
ings received theſe preſents, intending to apply them to his 
own uſe, then Mr. Haſtings muſt be found guilty, and will 
be puniſhed, as he very well deſerves to be. But on the other 
hand, if your Lordſhips ſhall be of opinion that he bana de 
intended, at the time the ſeveral preſents were received, to 
apply them in the manner they actually were applied, to the 
public ſervice, then you will have to conſider the conſtruction 
which the Managers have put upon the Act of 1773, by which, 
as they ſay, it became criminal to receive preſents for the Com- 
pany's uſe. You will alſo have to conſider whether the mere 
breach of that ſtatute could now be a matter of impeachment, 
lince tue clauſe relative to the receipt of preſents was repealed 
m 17844. ap ee a Tb we. ng 
I do not recolle& that the Manager * who ſummed up this 
charge on the part of the Commons laid that -particular 
ſtreſs. on the breach of the law at that period, which he 


did in ſumming up the evidence in reply. when it was 


very ſtrenuouſly contended, that Mr. whe" 7 muſt be con- 
victed upon the breach of the law, even if your Lordſhips 
ſhould be of opinion that each preſent was received with the 


cleareſt determination to appropriate it to the uſe. of the Com- 


pany. It was alſo contended, and evidence was brought to 
prove, that Mr. Haſtings, in receiving theſe preſents, had acted 


Mr. Fox, 
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„ woopratbs PARLTAMENTARY REPORTS, (tons 
ainſt his own recorded opinion of the true ſenſe and mean. 


ing of the Act of 1773. Now, my Lords, it has happened in 
this inſtance as it has in ſo many others, that the evidence pro- 


duced did in fact prove the reverſe of the Managers aſſertions. 


It appears very clear to me, that Mr. Haſtings and the Council 
in Calcutta; and the Directors, and his Majeſty's miniſters at 


home, conſtrued the Actin this way—that Britiſh ſubjects in 


India might receive preſents for the Company's uſe, though 
they were interdicted from receiving them for their own uſe. 


This appears perfectly clear from what actually paſſed relative 


to a preſent from Sujah Dowlah to a brigade of Britiſh forces 
in the year 1774. Mr. 
cluded the officers from accepting that preſent, but adviſed its 
being received as a depoſit in the Company's treaſury ; and he 
| promiſed the army to recommend their caſe ſtrongly to the 
Court of Directors. The preſent was received from A ſoph 
ul Dowla, lodged in the Company's treaſury, and diſtributed 
by an order of the Court of Directors, which order was ap- 
proved by the Board of Controul, while the Noble Lord w 
now fits in the chair at your table, was a Member of that 
Board, and his name appears to the letter of approbation. 
It. will not therefore be contended here, though it was in 


Weſtminſter Hall, that Mr. Haſtings has held two opinions as 


to the true intent and meaning of that Act. He took pre- 
ſents every year of his government, either of ſmall amount, 
or = a conſiderable value, and brought them to the Company's 
I' be preſents which yet remain to be conſidered differ in 
ſome circumſtances: I fhall therefore follow the rule fo wiſcly 
Jaid down by your Lordſhips, and take them up ſeparately. 
Ihe firſt is the preſent from Cheyt Sing, received in June 
1780. Your Lordſhips will ſee that this preſent is entered as 
a depoſit in the Company's books; that is, as a ſum at the com- 


mand of Mr. Haſtings, and making part of his private for- 
tune. Now, my Lords, Mr. Haſtings muſt be convicted n 


this head, unleſs, on a fair and full view of all the evidence, 


it ſhall be made out, to the ſatisfaction of your Lordſhips, that 


he really made that ſort of diſcloſure of this preſent as ſoon 33 
he had received it, as abſolutely precluded him from the power 


of converting this preſent to his own uſe. I will endeavour, | 


_ © as thortly as I can, to ſtate the effect of the evidence to your 


Lordſhips as it ſtrikes my mind. In the month of June 1780, | 
Mr. Haftings propoſed to the Council the plan of an expe- 


dition into the province of Malwa. He expected by this ex- 
pedition to draw Madajee Sindia from Guzzerat to the de- 


fence of his own dominions; and in that event, it would have 


Haſtings ſaid, that the Act actually pre- 
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been a very powerful diverſion in favour of General Goddard ; 
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or that it would produce the ultimate object which Mr. Haſt- 
ings hoped to attain by the expedition a peace with the 
Marattas, to which he ſuppoſed Scindia would be adverſe, as _ 
long as he, was himſelf at the head of the Maratta armies, 
and as long as his own dominions ſhould remain uninvaded. 
This plan was oppoſed by Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, who 
formed. the majority, notwithſtanding the v uncommon 
earneſtneſs with which Mr. Haſtings entreated them to leave 
the conduct, as they had thrown the reſponſibility, of the 
Maratta war, upon him. At the cloſe of his propoſition, he 
uſes theſe remarkable expreſſions: I wiſh I could ſtake my 
life on the ſucceſs of the expedition.” Whether it would have 
been better for the majority to have ſubmitted their opinions 
to that of Mr. Haſtings, cannot be matter of doubt, becauſe 
the expedition did take place at a period ſomewhat later, and 
did actually produce all thoſe beneficial, conſequences which 
Mr. Haſtings had predicted from its adoption. 
It appears, my Lords, from the evidence, that, after this pro- 
poſition was rejected, Mr. Haſtings ſent for the Buxey of Cheyt 
Sing, who had offered him a preſent of two lacks of rupees 
ſome time before. There is ſome difference in the ſtatement 
of the ground on which this preſent was offered. Mr. Larkins 
ſays, that it was offered on a plea of atoning for the paſt miſ- 
conduct of Cheyt Sing, though really with a hope of its in- 
ducing Mr. Haſtings to wave in future the demand of the 
ſubſidy. Mr. Haſtings in his defence ſays, that he fully ex- 
plained to Sadanund the propriety and juſtice of the war ſub- 
ſidy; that he told him it never would be given up while the 
war laſted ; but on the reſtoration of peace this extra pay- 
ment would no longer be demanded. He ſays that he re- 
ceived the fulleſt aſſurances in the name of the Raja from Sa- 
danund, of ſtrict obedience in future, and an offer of a 
preſent of two lacks of rupees, accompanied by apologies for 
his former ill behaviour. Mr. Haſtings goes on to ſay that he 
cordially accepted his apologies, but declined the preſent. On 
the refuſal of the majority to conſent to the propoſition of Mr. 
Haſtings, it appeared to him, that the only objection urged 
againſt the meaſure, was the extra expence which would be 
incurred by it. On his return therefore from the Council he 
ſent to Sadanund, and told him he had reconſidered his 
maſter's offer, would accept the money, and deſired him to 
pay it to Mr. Larkins. He requeſted Mr. Larkins to receive 
it, to ſend it to Mr. Croftes the: treaſurer, and he informed Mr. 
Larkins that it was a ſum that had been offered to him, and 
which he accepted for the Company, in order to remove the 
Vor. H. Eo INE = 5” objec- 
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ieee Shith has been ute by fr Wunde and Me 
Wheler to the expedition againſt Malwa. _ 


This was on the 21ſt of June; on the 26th Mr. Haſtings IJ 


again ſubmitted the ſubject of the expedition to the conſidera. 


tion of the Board, and with.a degree of earneſtneſs that muſt 


convince your Lordſhips it was a point, in his opinion, on 
which the fate of India depended, as in fact it did. In his mi- 
nute he tells the Board, that they do nat appear to have offered 
any reaſonable objection to the plan, except that it would be 
attended with conſiderable additional expence. + 


The objection made to the expence (ſays Mr, Haſtings), 
2 : . OT: * 0 2 
is a material one; but a vigorous exertion cannot be made 


without expence, nor can the war be concluded honourably, 
or proſecuted ſucceſsfully, without ſuch an exertion. Feeble 
meaſures, and advances for peace, will but add to the ſtrength 
and preſumption of our adverſaries, diſcourage our friends, 
and, perhaps, induce them to become parties againſt us.“ 
In another part of his minute he ſays, © "The part which this 
government has hitherto borne in the war is mine ; the other 
members having repeatedly diſclaimed their ſhare in the reſpon- 
ſibility attending it. It is hard, that while they load me with 
the weight of fuch a charge, they ſhould bind my hands, an? 
deny me the means of fapporting itt. 
He coneludes his minute, my Lords, by ſtating, that whe- 
ther the troops which he propofes to employ in the invaſion 
of Malwa are in the field or in cantonments, their pay muſt be 
the ſame; that the contingent expences, therefore, are all which 
Can fairly be charged to the expedition. 'Thofe contingencies 
he rates high, when he fuppoſes they will amount to two lacks 
of rupees: That ſum, he ſays, he is deſirous to contribute to 
carry his meaſure, to which he hopes there can no longer be an 
objection; andhe adds, that he has already depofited it, within 
a {mall amount, in the hands of the ſub-treaſurer. EY 
The majority ſtill perfiſted in their oppoſition ; and there is 
a circumſtance which ought to follow in the evidence, but by 
ſome accident it does not, and therefore I fhall ſtate it, not as 


making part of the caſe, but leaving it to your Lordſhips to 


give the cireumſtances what conſideration you may think they 
deſerve. © Mr. Markham was examined in Weftminſter Hall 
on this prefent : He declares himſelf to have been privy to it 
at the time, refers to the evidence which he had given on the 
ſubject in the Houſe of Commons, and ſays it would fave time 
if that were inſerted as his anſwer. I preſume, my Lords, 
that à copy of the evidence given in the Houſe of Common: 
was not at hand. 'The Commons went to another head of cx- 
Ks ERS” | : 2» ammation; 
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amination, and it is left in this imperfect way upon your Lord- 
ſhips minutes. I have looked at Mr. Markham's evidence be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons, and I find that he very fully de- 
tails the communication made to him by Mr. Haſtings, rela- 
tive to this preſent. - The converſation happened immediately 
after the rejection of Mr. Haſtings's laft propoſition to the 
Council, and he exprefled his concern to Mr. Markham, that 
be had accepted the preſent from Cheyt Sing, ſince he could 
not now make the uſe of it that he had intended. It was by 
an accidental omiſſion of all the parties, as your Lordſhips 
mult perceive, that the complete evidence 1s not upon your 
minutes. My Lords, the next communication of this preſent | 
was to Mr. Sulivan, and it was fent by a foreign ſhip in 
Auguſt 1780, with liberty to Mr. Sulivan to make any public 
or private uſe of it he pleaſed. From all theſe circumſtances, 
> which are in evidence, I think it appears moft clearly, that Mr. 
Haſtings never had the moſt. diſtant idea of , appropriating this 
money to his own uſe. There was a fourth communication, 
which Mr. Haſtings ſuppoſed he had made of this preſent, 
though, in point of fact, he had not made it; but, in the way 
it ſtrikes me, it gives great weight to the preceding evidence. 
Major Scott received a letter from Mr. Haſtings, dated che 7th 
of December 1782, ſome time in the month of May 1783, 
and he underwent a very long examination before the Select 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons, which, by the defire of 
both the parties, was read to your Lordſhips. It appeared, that 
on being aſked whether he knew from whom the ſeveral ſums 
verereceived, that Mr. Haſtings had accounted for to rhe Com- 
pany, he ſaid, that one of the ſums was from Cheyt Sing; and” 
be read a part of a letter from Mr. Haſtings to him, in which 
| he ſays, © You may remember the two lacks which I received 
from Cheyt Sing, to defray the expence of Camac's detach- 
ment,” Major Scott depoſed, before your Lordthips, that no 
communication had been made-to him of this preſent, becauſe 
he had left Mr, Haſtings's family at the time it was received, 
and was on his way to Chunar. I infer from this, my Lords, 
that Mr, Haſtings. had no conception of keeping the matter 
ſecret ; that, ſuppoſing Mr. Scott to have been in his family act 
tre time the preſent was received, he conceived he had em- 
muncated it to him, as he certainly would have done, had Mr. 
Scott been at Calcutta at the tine. $5 2 FE. 
Your Lordſhips will find, that the next communication of 
tie preſent was made in a letter from Mr. Haſtings to the 
Court of Directers, dated the 29th of November 1780. The. 
obſervations which were made upon this letter, both on the: 
part of the Managers, and the counſel for the Defendant, will 
| : wn "TSS: . 
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lay me under the neceſſity of detaining your Lordſhips ſome 
little time on this very material part of the caſe: When Mr. 
Haſtings offered to 8 two lacks of rupees for the extra 


Jutely neceſſary for him, therefore, to order the money to be en- 
tered as a depoſit: But to the Directors, in this letter, he ſays, 


< the money was not my own, and I neither could nor would = | 
have received it but for your benefit.” Now, my Lords, you will 
determine, - whether, after the yarjous communications which 
Mr. Haſtings had made of this preſent, it was poſſible that he 
could have had an idea of converting it to his own uſe; becauſe 


he had ordered it to be entered as a depoſit, if he did fo order 
it, or becauſe, without any ſpecial directions from him, it was 
entered as a depoſit, in his name, in the Company's books. 

I will now proceed to the other parts of this letter of the 29th 
of November 1780: The Managers produce it in the front 


of their evidence, for the expreſs purpoſe, as they ſay, of fal- 


ſifying it, in all its parts - an expreſſion rather raſh, and ill-con- 
ſidered. It is a very long and important political letter, repre- 
ſenting, in very forcible. language, ſome very intereſting cir- 
cumſtances. The firſt paragraph of the letter I have already 
mentioned: It goes on to ſtate the alarming ſituation of India 
at that moment—the meaſures he had taken to repel the dan- 


gers that ſurrounded them; and then he mentions the circum- 


{tance of thirty thouſand horſe being on the weſtern frontier 


of Bengal. He tells the Directors what ſubſequent events 
proved to be true; that though Moodagee Booſla was compelled 
to join the confederacy againſt the Engliſh, he was really ſo far | 
from being hoſtile to the government of Bengal, that nothing 
but the laſt neceſſity would induce him to proceed to extremi- 


ties againſt us. He repreſents the diſtreſs which ſo large an 
army had ſuffered, from the want of pay, and the danger, un- 


der ſuch circumſtances, of any accidental commencement of 


Hoſtilities. After full confideration, he ſays, that he had taken 


upon himſelf to ſend three lacks of rupees privately, to the 


commander of this army, who was the ſon of Moodajee Booſ- 
la, and he had promiſed him a larger ſum, provided any ſervice 
was performed by the army, which ſhould juſtify him in reliev- 


ing their wants. Your Lordſhips will remember, that a very 
large detachment was at this moment on the point of proceed- 


ing te Madras, and their route Jay through that part of Moo. 
dajee Booſla's territories, in which this body of thirty thouſand 
Horſe were then encamped, profeſſedly for the purpoſe. of in- 


yading Bengal. Mr, Haſtings goes on to ſtate, that though = 


= 


amac's detachment, his offer was f 
_ worded, that his Council would naturally ſuppoſe he meant to 
give this money from his own private fortune. It was abſo- 
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could carry the point of ſending this ſupply of three lacks in 
Council, yet he knew he could not carry it without oppoſition z 
and therefore he had ſent the money privately, and had taken 
the entire reſponſibility upon himſelf, When the Managers 
ſaid they meant to falſify this letter in all its parts, it was natu- 
ral to expect that ſome evidence would have been offered to 
diſprove all theſe important communications. Mr. Haſtings 
proceeds to ſtate, that of the ſupply of three lacks, thus ſent to 
the Berar army in Cuttack, he had raifed two thirds by his own 
credit, and had ſupplied the other third by caſh in his hands, 
belonging to the Company. Now, my Lords, this was un- 

doubtedly a miſtake, and a miſtake which a more cautious man 
would not have committed. Whether in common candour it 
' ſhould not have been deemed a mere miſtake, and excuſable in 
2 man writing without accounts before him, when his whole 
mind was engaged on fubjects of the utmoſt importance to the 
Britiſh intereſts in India, your Lordihips will determine. The 
fact was, that two thirds of the ſupply ſent to Moodajee Boofla, 
was money in his hands, belonging to the Company, and the 
other third was money raiſed on his own credit; that is, his 
own money, becauſe, if he borrowed it, he made himſelf ac- 
countable for the ſum borrowed. The Managers have not told 
your Lordſhips any poſſible motive which Mr. Haſtings could 
have had for practiſing this deception ; nor have they obſerved, 
that if Mr. Haſtings himſelf had not corrected the blunder, 
it would not have been in their power to have diſcovered it. 
In good truth, I ſhould ſuppoſe that the real motive for reading 
this letter at all, was to introduce the {tory of the bonds, which 
not being in charge, could not have been introduced but un- 
der this ſort of cover. So much has been ſaid of thoſe bonds, 
that, though nothing which has a relation to them is in charge, 
[ ſhall endeavour to ſtate all that appears upon the ſubject. 
For the three lacks ſent to the Berar army the 3d of October 
1780, Mr. Haſtings, on the 5th of January 1781, applies to 
the Board for three bonds, as if they were all his own pro- 
perty. He deſires to have bonds for two lacks, on a loan, 
bearing an intereſt of eight per cent. the principal and intereſt 
Payable in Bengal. This was, in fact, the Company's money, 
being the preſent he had received from Dinagepore, which is 
not in charge, For the third bond, which was his own pro- 
perty, he deſires 2 bond to be liquidated, by bills upon England, 
payable in five years, and which the Managers have proved - 
were duly paid to his agents in England. Mr. Haſtings took 
another bond for one lack and a half of rupees, being the 
amount of a preſent which he had received from Nuddea, and 
paid into the Company's treafury on the 23d of November. 

| 55 N 1780. 
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manlineſs and the goed ſenſe to reſiſt; and they have ſince had 
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1780. This bond is not in charge, but I mention it, becauſe 
the obſervations made on the two bonds for the Dinagepore 


peſhcuſh, apply to this alſo; and they are all included in the 


account which accompanied that letter of the 22d May 1782; 
which is in evidence; and having been the ſubject of ſo much 
animadverſion, I will endeavour to ſtate the whole as diſtinctiy 
as poſſible: Your Lordſhips will remember, that, in the letter 


of the 29th of November 1780, Mr. Haſtings told the Direc. 


tors that he had received two lacks of rupees in June, which 


he had depoſited in the treaſury. This was the preſent from 


Cheyt Sing. On the 20th of January 1782, he wrote to the 


Directors that he had received a preſent of ten lacks from the 


Nabob Vizier, in September, by bills, which had been in part 
realized, and expended in the public ſervice. He aſſures the 


Directors, that the remainder of that preſent, when received, 


ſhall alſo be expended in the public ſervice. He returned to 
Calcutta on the 22d of May 1782 : By that time the whole of 
the preſent had been received; and, on the 22d of May 1782, 
he writes a letter to the Directors, in which he gives an account 
of all the preſents that he had received: Theſe conſiſt of two 
lacks from Dinagepore, one and a half from Nuddeah, two 
from Cheyt Sing, two from Patna, ten from the Nabob Vizier, 


and fiftyreight thouſand rupees from Nundolol : Theſe ſe- 


veral ſums, when converted into current rupees, make fome- 
thing more than nineteen lacks, or about two hundred thouſand 
pounds ſterling. He informs the Directors that theſe ſums 
were taken at times when the Company very much wanted 
them; that none of them paſſed through his hands; that ſor 
the firſt ſums ( Dinagepore and Nuddeah) he had taken bonds. 


He ſays, if he were aſked why he took bonds for thoſe ſums, he 


{hould anſwer, that he took them, in order to conceal the re- 
ceipt from public curioſity z or poſſibly acted from any ſtudied 
deſign, which his memory, at that diſtance of time, enabled 


kim to ſtate. The departure of the packet, by which this letter 


was intended to go, was delayed from May to December, in the 
daily expectation of receiving from Poona the ratification of the 
Maratta peace. In tle intermediate time, that is, between May 


and December 1782, when the packet did actually fail, Mr, Haſt- 


ings received an account from England of the ſtrange proceed- 


ings which kad taken place here; for your Lordſhips will re- 
collect, that, early in May 1782, a reſolution was moved, and 


voted in the Houſe of Commons, That it was the duty of the 
Directors to remove Mr. Haſtings from the government of 
Bengal, on an idea that he had forfeited the confidence of the 
Princes in India. This reſolution, the Proprietors had the 


the 
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the ſatisfa&tion of hearing their reſiſtance applauded by the Gen- 
tleman* who made the motion for the recal of Mr. Haſtings, 
who declared in his place in the Houſe of Commons, that, by 
reſiſting his reſolution, the Proprietors had preſerved India to 
Great Britain. To obviate the ſuſpicion of having been in- 
duced, by the events which had happened in England, to dif- 
cover the receipt of theſe preſents, the letter of the 22d of 
May 1782, was opened, and an affidavit, ſworn by Mr. Lark- 
ins, before one of the judges in Calcutta, was put into it, 
which proved that the letter and account were both writ- 
ten on the 22d of May, on an idea, that the packet would 
fail immediately. Mr. Haſtings writes another letter on 
the 16th of December 1782, in which he tells the Directors 
that the affidavit is ſent with the tetter for the purpoſe which I 
' have mentioned; and he fays in this laft letter, that the ſources, 
from whence theſe fupꝑlies, ſo neceſfary for their ſervice, were 
obtained, could have been obtained in no other way. That, if he 
had had a wrong motive (meaning obviouſly if he had meant, to 
putthe money into his own pocket), he could have concealed the 
receipts from their's and the public eye for ever. He adds, that 
if he has been wrong, he gives up that ſecurity which thoſe 
enjoy who commit crimes or errors; he js ready to anſwer any 
queſtion which the Directors may put to him, upon honour or 
upon oath. This letter, my Lords, reached England in the 
month of May 1783, and no notice was taken of it to Mr. 
Haſtings, though the ſubject of much remark, and of one very 
long report to the Houfe of Commons, until the 16th of 
March 1784, which was after the. India Bill of Mr. Fox had 
been thrown out, and, under a new Adminiſtration, a let- 
ter was written to Mr. Haſtings, by the Directors, in which 
they tell him, that they do not doubt his integrity; on the con- 
trary, that having received theſe preſents, they approve of his 
having paid them into the Company's treaſury: But, as he 
had voluntarily offered to anſwer any queſtions, and as the 
| account was in many parts unintelligible to them, they deſire to 
be informed, at what periods the ſeveral ſums were received; 
why he concealed the receipt from the Council and the Court 
of Ireccors, and why he entered fome of the receipts under 


the head of depoſits, and took bonds ſor other ſums. 
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Inis letter arrived in Bengal in the month of September 
1784, when Mr. Haftings was in Oude. He returned to 
Calcutta on the 5th of November, and quitted India on the 
gth of February following, without replying to this letter; and 

in candour your Lordſhips will believe, when you conſider the 

| multiplicity of buſineſs which he bad to tranſact prior to his 
Be | 8 * Mr. Dundas. | 
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reſignation, that he really had not adverted to this particular 


paragraph. He landed in England in June, and went ſoon 


after to Cheltenham. Being reminded by Major Scott that he 


| had not anſwered this paragraph, he wrote a letter from Chel. 


tenham to the Directors, replying to the three queſtions which 
Had been put to him. This letter alſo has been very much 
commented upon; but your Lordſhips, weighing: the whole a; 


| honourable and impartial judges, will not forget that he wrote 


on matters of account, without an account to refer to in reply 
to a letter of the Directors, and not in reply to that article of 
impeachment which was preferred againſt him two years 
aſter. He tells the Directors, that as far as he can recollect, he 


will inform them; that, if the information which he gives is 


not ſufficient, he refers them to- Mr. Larkins for further in- 
formation on the points they had mentioned, as the channel 


for making any further inveſtigation they thought proper, as 


that gentleman was acquainted with the whole tranſaction. 
He ſays, he believes the ſums were received at or very near the 
time they were paid into the treaſury, but that Mr. Larkins 
will be able to anſwer the queſtion exactly, as he poſſeſſes, ac- 


_. cording to his belief, the only memorandum which he ever 


kept of the tranſaction. This was an anſwer to one queſtion : 
To the ſecond, he ſays, he really does not know why a ſum 
was entered as a depoſit, poſſibly without any directions from 
him, as he had avowed. the tranſaction to them on the 29th of 
November 1780, that is, Cheyt Sing's prefent.. <7 


Why he took bonds for two of the ſums (that is, the Dina- 
gepore and Nuddiah bonds) he cannot fay more particularly 


than he had aiready done: But he is confident that he intended 
to conceal all the receipts from them, until the magnitude of the 
ſum received ſrom the Nabob made it impgflible to conceal that 


| pron he then anſwers a queſtion whichhe ſuppoſes they might 


ave aſłked That prior to July 1780, he indorſed the three 


bonds, to prevent their being a charge upon the Company in the 
event of his death. With this information it appears, my Lords, 


that both the Directors and the Board of Controul were ſatil- 
fied for they made no further inquiries. But Mr. Haſtings, 


anxious to give as complete an anſwer as he could to the 
_ queſtions which the Directors had aſked him, wrote himſelf to 
Mr. Larkins, and requeſted him to ſend to the Chairman that 


memorandum which was in his poſſeſſion, and which con- 
tained an account of the periods when the ſeveral fums were 


received: My Lords, this application to Mr. Larkins produced 


the letter of the 5th of Auguſt 1786, and that account was 


_incloſed in it, upon which your Lordſhips have heard ſo many 
comments in Weſtminſter Hall. And here I _ | 
OTE, 15 %%% main, 


3 


P v — m eas cis... 


> 
— 


Maze 23. ; HASTINGS'S IMPEACHMENT.  _ 10g 
making an obſervation, which I am ſure muſt have occurred 
to your Lordſhips, and to which every honourable man ſitting 
as a judge will give the attention it deſerves. Though this 
ſubject of preſents has taken up ſo many years in the diſcuſſion, 
the Managers have never been able to this moment to procure 
a tittle of evidence beyond what Mr. Haſtings himſelf has fur- 
niſhed them with. I own, when I conſider all that has happen- 
ed in the laſt twelve years, I am much ſtruck with that part of 
Mr. Haſtings's letter to the Directors, of the 16rh December 
1782, in which he tells them,“ If I had had a wrong motive, 
I could have concealed the receipt of theſe ſums, from yours 
and the public eye for ever.” I believe the affertion to be 
ſtrictly true. Eu Ld of tant are; ak tek; 5 ornate: 
I have but one ſubject more to mention, my Lords; 
and though not at all applicable to any matter in charge, it 
was dwelt upon with ſo much force by one of the Managers, 
Mr. Fox, in the reply the laſt year, that it is well worthy your 
Lordſhips moſt ſerious attention. You will recollect that for 
thoſe ſums which are not in charge, Mr. Haſtings took bonds; 
in the account incloſed in his letter of the 22d of May 1782, 
he ſays that theſe bonds remained in his poſſeſhon, with an in- 
dorſement on each, that he had no right to either principal or 
intereſt, and that he had not received any of the latter; it did not 
appear by this ſtatement at what period the bonds were indorſed: 
Mr. Haſtings told the Directors that they were indorſed prior 
to his leaving Calcutta in the month of July 1781: But de- 
firous in this inſtance, as in all the others, to give every in- 
formation required, or to verify his own aſſertions, an appli⸗ 
cation was made to Lord Cornwallis by the authority and at 
the defire of Mr. Haſtings, for thoſe bonds to be ſent to Eng- 
land; and they arrived at the India Houſe in the year 1789. 
Your Lordſhips well remember the remarks made upon this 
{ubjeCt in the following year by the Managers ; fot the fact 
turned out to be, that the bonds were not really indorfed until 
the 2yth of May 1782, that is, ſeven days after the letter of the 
22d of May was written. My Lords, the Managers ſpent no 
inconſiderable time in endeavouring to convince your Lordſhips, 
that this blunder proved the guilt of Mr: Haſtings; poſſib 
your Lordſhips as judges may draw a different conclufion : It 
is certainly a queſtion f inference 5. and after weighing: the 
matter fully, I confefs that I do draw a conclufion, the very re- 
verſe from that of the Managers. Why did Mr, Haſtings tell 
the Directors that he had indorſed the bonds prior to the 7th 
of July 1731, unleſs he really conceived he had done ſo? The 
Directors aſked him no queſtion as to the date of the indorſe- 
ment, and no poſſible advantage could reſult to him from the 
Vor. II. SUI. . fO} © aſſertion 
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aſſertion of ſo fooliſh a falſehood. You muſt go further, my 


Lords, if you believe with the Managers, that Mr. Haſtings 
told a falſehood, in order to miſſead the Directors. You mutt 
aſk, what motive could induce Mr: Haſtings to fend to Bengel 
for evidence to expoſe his own falſchood? You muſt conclude 
that he wrote what was not true, for the mere pleaſure of de. 
tecting himſelf in a falſchood. When Mr. Haſtings addreſſed 
your Lordſhips, at the cloſe of the year 1791, he expreſſed his 
ſurpriſe and concern at the many miſtakes which he had com- 
mitted; and he naturally enough, I think, imputed theſe miſ. 
takes to his having written on matters of account, without an 
account before him; for he adds, that if there had been one 


ceircumſtance more ſtrongly imprinted on his memory than 
another, it was this, that prior to his leaving Calcutta in July 17855 
| he had indorſed thoſe bonds; that it was he himſelf who ſent to 


Bengal for the bonds to verify the fact which he had afferted, 
but having diſcovered his error, he was almoſt afraid to hazard 


a conjecture. He preſumed however that he muſt have con- 


founded two diſtinct things; that in point of fact he had leſt 
the bonds with Mr. Larkins to deliver up to the Company in 
the event of his death, Mr. Larkins having known from the firf, 
that the bonds were not his property, 92 


My Lords, the unprecedented length of this trial, enabled 


the Court to have the benefit of the evidence both of the Marquis 
Cornwallis, and Mr. Larkins. The nature of the evidence of 
the latter Gentleman, given in reply, in the laſt year, induced 


one Manager (Mr. Burke) to affirm, that the guilt of Mr. 
Haſtings was now ſo aparent that he muſt wiſh for mountams 


to cover him: Another Manager (Mr. Fox), who ſummed up 
the evidence in reply, with that ability which ſo much 
diſtinguiſhes him, contended that the guilt of Mr. Haſtings 
was fully eſtabliſhed by the evidence of Mr. Larkins ; and, my 


Lords, I am very ready to agree, that if Mr. Larkins's evidence 


had really been what the Manager ſaid it was, this concluſion 
was inevitable. The Commons would have fixed an indelible 
ſtain upon the character of Mr. Haſtings ; though your Lord- 
ſhips could not have convicted him, on a point which is not 


In charge. The Manager ſaid, that Mr. Haſtings, not ſup- 
< poſing it poſſible that Mr. Larkins ſhould arrive in England 


in time to give evidence on this cauſe, had taken the advan- 
tage of his abſence to affirm moſt -poſitively, that from the 
firſt Mr. Larkins knew the bonds not to be his praperty; 
and as Mr, Larkins was a man of acknowledged integrit), 
high in the confidence of Lord Cornwallis, and in great 
eſteem with the Directors and the Board of Controul, Mr. 


& Haſtings had conceived that your Lordſhips would infer lis 


* 92 
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| « innocence, from the circumſtance of having communicated 
« theſe private receipts of money to a man of ſo high and fair 
d a character. Mr. Lark ins however had ſworn to your Lord- 
« ſhips, that he did not know the bonds to be the property of 
« the Company, until the 22d May 1782, conſequently Mr. 
| © Haſtings had aſſerted what was not true; and it was im- 
ce poſſible for the moſt credulous man alive, or the man moſt 
„ warmly.attached to him, to believe that he had made ſuch 
| « an affertion with any other view, than to cover his own 
„“ guilt. “ . * | a P 4 | 
My Lords, I. have read over the evidence of Mr. Larkins 
| with the utmoſt attention; poſſibly it was not printed when 
| Mr. Fox ſpoke, or he Ss hh have. confided in a ſyllabus. 
drawn up by the agents, or he might have truſted to the im- 
preſſion, which, from a partial attention to Mr. Larkins when 
| he delivered his evidence, remained upon his memory. I will” 
endeavour to ſtate to you the reſult of Mr. Larkins's evidence 
on the point in queſtion, which, after a long examination in 
chief by the Managers, a croſs-examination by the Defendant's 
| counſel, and a re-examination by the Managers to this par- 
ticular point, is, that Mr. Lark ins cannot recollect being told 
by Mr. Haſtings prior to the month of July 1781, that the bonds 
in queſtion not being his property, were to be delivered up in the 
eyent of his death; that he by no means will ſwear that he was 
not fo told, though he thinks it is a circumſtance: that could not 
| have eſcaped his memory; that theſe bonds were always in his 
cuſtody; that the private books of Mr. Haſtings were alſo in his 
cuſtody ; that theſe bonds never were entered in thoſe private 
books, which they would have been, had he not known that 
they ſtood in ſome peculiar light : That the firſt year's intereſt. 
became payable upon theſe bonds while Mr. Haſtings was ab- 
ſeat from Ces and unleſs he, Mr. Larkins, had received 
ome intimation from Mr. Haſtings to the contrary, he certainly 
ſuould have received the intereſt, due upon theſe bonds. He 
bd not receiye it. To various queſtions on this point Mr. 
Larkins gives a-ſimilar anſwer - expreſſes his cbncern that he 
cannot at ſo great a diſtance of time recolle& what intimation 
Mr. Haſtings gare to him, but is confident he did receive ſome 
directions from him. Now, my Lords, the, fair conclufion 
which a judge will draw from this evidence muſt be, that Mr. 
Haſtings had done what he fays himſelf, he did do. He hade 
eld Mr. Larkins, as ſoon as the bonds were granted, that they 
ere granted for money belonging to the Company. There 
can be no other cauſe aſſigned for the conduct of Mr. Larkins. 
A man of buſineſs, perſonally attached to Mr. Haſtings, would 
ot have neglected to receive the intereſt due upon theſe 
[O] 2 bonds: 


r 


* ? — : = : * 4 - 
4 ; : a ** r 1 7 8 : p 2 AS: & 0 \ &) een 5 No 2 7 * py hr 4 
— — — — To N 8 5 * L 2 { F 2 - 7 wy Pe * ** . 4 * 5 5 : 
0 * 2 — * 8 » N a4 — ” = * 4 og. 1 " * — Tor Ht % 81 5 . * PI ISS 
vcd ; — 29 5 pin: 4 en oP © > Ss 1. <p ot wy — — * 4 "7 f 5 ov F ER 
. 6 « 9 4 BAAN 4 * * — P " WR SEILIEES n os — - 2 0 2 5 # . o 
* rg . f 5 * * 2 1 8 ; * ee Y 1. by __ * A N SLES 7 * *4 HS Ws” Ve 4. 3 of l —— 2 4 F 2 > 77 
aer 5 oe ek n e Co oF « D 8 D ene , & TA e * n PFC „ 
0 4 4 . N RN Na : Be Mat! 2 # SPA i; Fes; ] — 8 5 1 N e 4 e q * X * * : + m_ -. > " N — ee 
B< N —. Med * 8 . 6 4 4 5 9 2 N of v4 + 2 © or q 3 7 U Y I FLY ASST _ : l . = * 1 We _— ©. * — — — 2 & — 
9 5 * yp Op WF 0 6 4 * 2 oO : 9 0 p — At +, n * N 8 I”. * e's LAS. „ INES * 2 5 ay "=. ws Mr : 
Gage by ts RE i PE OPM ol 1 5 LEN ot T2 reg E n 2 — * 3 5 re 2 N a rep . TY RL 24 CAMs wht Py — A c +. r r i" 7 n. >a 8 N 2 F a+ 2 NT 
2 q . 2 * * — 2 * won 8 5 8 cn 1 y — T * N = 7 AX MCAS + — n 5 \ $ N 
—_—Y COTS 4 " * 8 1 py ARNIE cd M * 4 2 », _—_ Pas. * . 9 Py 4 r * 8 * 
1 * 1 © * 4 — 9 C 0 * . b - F - x, 8 . e 
i hea & 9 4 3 — 2 " 
y FEY Yo. SB * 2 2 
on 7 8 


1 * 1. 
8 


. 


E 


of * — Y * 
r 


Jo 3 — N * — 
«435 — a * 
_ SEAT r : 
* — 


n 


EE EE on AT oben x 


2 n 2 


C ͤ A HET IO Fila ACEC A 
* 


N a 5 x 7 
not uae „ A ĩ re a Be 
r Le 5 
— 


n 


. 


TEIN n AP ATT — odaec N POL I 


ee, TORE FU AN Io ere 


MET 
Ws 


— Utes — ns 


* = 
lines 


3 


= 


Wt WS WY bt Ia at 


r 


had yo * 8 HO TIS 2 * 
1 3232 re EE CIR & 4 p : 
hs / A n 
— . 2 2 . - * 
. e ccc — = N x 
g * 5 : 2 2 PT *** * 


2 DO TE I IE 
* OS BL 


in England. 


—— age) OT A IE OE * 
p N 


bonds: A man of buſineſs would not have neglected to enter 
them in his books, as part of his private fortune. Mr. Larkinz 
is both a man of buſineſs and perſonally attached to Mr. 
Haſtings. The fourth bond that Mr. Haſtings took from the 
Company at the ſame time for one lack of rupees, was for hi; 


own money, as Mr. Larkins has proved: That bond was en- 


tered in his private books, and has been completely Iiquidated 
I have to apologize to your Lordſhips for the length of time 
that I have intruded upon your indulgence ; but as ' conceive 
we are now upon the moſt material part of the whole caſc, 
have endeavoured to ſtate the evidence upon it as clearly as 


poſſible, after having repeatedly read it with the cloſeſt atten- 


tion. With reſpect to thoſe ſums for which bonds were grant- 
ed, your Lordſhips will ſee, by comparing them with the ac- 
count incloſed in Mr. Larkins's letter of the 5th of Auguſt 
1786, that one lack and a half was received as a peſhcuſh from 


, Nuddea, and two lacks as a peſhcuſh from Dinagepore. The 


Commons were poſſeſſed of this information two months be- 
fore they preſented the Impeachment at your Lordſhips bar; 
but they did not think proper to charge Mr. Haſtings with 


_ criminality, either for receiving theſe: preſents, or for taking | 


bonds ſor them, or for giving no account of the balance which 
remained on the Dinagepore cabooleat : But there is no part 
of the caſe on which both the Managers and the Deſend- 
ant's counſel have argued fo much at length: I have therefore 
examined the evidence, and conſidered the arguments with all 
the attention in my power. With reſpect to the charge now 


under conſideration, the receipt of the preſent from Cheft 
Sing; my opinion decidedly is, that Mr. Haſtings ought to be 


acquitted of the ſuſ picion of an intention to _—_ that 
money to his own'ufe. If, from the evidence before the Court, 
or from inferences ſairly reſulting from that evidence, I could 


be induced to believe in my conſcience that he intended, 


though but for a moment, fo apply one rupee of it to his 
own uſe, I ſhould certainly vote in tlie affirmative for the 


motion which Lſhall now have the honour to ſubmit to your 


Lordfhips, and to which I ſhall certainly fay Not-Contert. 


. ” 


Lord Thurlow then moved, That the Commons had made 


ood the fixthiarticle, in ſo far as related tö the ſum of two 


lacks of rupses, corruptly received from Sadanund the buxey 
of Rajd Cheyb Sing) cf ern een | 


+ The Lord. Chancellor began a very long, ar umentative, and 
eloquent ſpeech, with laying it down as indi putable, that, in- 
dependent of the Act of Parliament of 1773, for a Preſident of a 
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from a perſon connected with, or dependent on him, was a 
crime by the common law, of England, In like manner in 
the caſe of bribery, to give or accept a bribe was a crime at 
common law, independent of the various ſtatutes in exiſtence 
on the ſubject of bribery. His Lordſhip referred to the Statute 
5 & 6 Edward VI. cap. 16. againſt buying and ſelling offices, 
and drew an-inference from it, in ſupport of his arguments re- 
ſpecting acts, which were of themſelyes crimes at common 
lau, antecedent to the paſſing of any ſtatute reſpecting them. 
An Act of Parliament might, he ſaid, annex fines and pe- 
nalties, and provide means to render detection and legal 
conviction more. eaſy, but it did not conſtitute the crime, 
nor alter the nature and quality of the act itſelf, His 
Lordſhip ſaid, that however they might have differed on other 
parts of the charge,. there could not be a ſhadow of doubt, 
chat the Commons had made good all the remainder of this 
article. Mr. Haſtings had accepted various ſums from dif- 
ferent perſons, as appeared from the evidence and his own 
admiſhon, which having been all given to procure general 
favour, the receipts of thoſe ſums by him was highly crimi- 
nal, nor did the law require in this caſe a more minute par- 
ticularity in drawing up the article, than was to be found in 
the Impeachment; and the reaſon, was obvious—the tranſaction 
in each inſtance was prima facie a crime, becauſe the motive 
and principle which actuated the mind of the giver, and in- 
fluenced him to make the offer, was clear, evident, and un- 
deniable; nor could it be for a moment miſtaken by tlie 
receiver, . becauſe common ſenſe would tell him when the 
offer was made, for what purpoſe it was made, and he muſt 
know that by receiving it, he gave the perſon giving reaſon to 
expect, that by the preſent he had purchaſed a right to conſi- 
deration and favour, either in ſome particular inſtance then 
in agitation, or that might be in agitation on ſome future oc- 
callenz ]!!! og on TO 4 
Having thus emphaticaliy ſtated what he maintained to be. 
the point of law reſpecting the preſents received by Mr. 
Haſtings, his Lordſhip procceded ſeparately to examine, and 
diſcuſs the circumſtances of each, and to compare them re- 
ſpectively with the evidence in the view in which it appeared 
to him to apply. He began with the preſent of two lacks of 
rupees from Cheyt Sing, received by Mr. Haſtings from Sa- 
danund, the Raja's buxey, and this he traced from: the firſt 
tender of it, on the part of Sadanund, with the Governor 
GeneraPs ſubſequent conſent to its payment to Croftes, 
through the hands of Larkins, in whoſe hands it lay as a 
depoſit for the Company's uſe 3. but it was not rendered ap- 
pods e policable 
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plicatic to their ſervice till ſome years afterwards, IIiz 
ordſhip dwelt for ſome time on the whole of this tranſac- 


| tion; he ſtated the conduct of Mr. Haſtings at the Board, 


when he propoſed to march a detachment under Major Camac 
into the province of Malwa, in hopes to draw Mhadajee Scin- 
dia from Guzzerat, and thus lay a foundation for peace. 

He ſaid, Mr. Haſtings's propoſition was rejected by the 
Council when it was made, and yet he ſuffered the money to 
remain in the ſhape of a depoſit, as he called it, in the hand; 
of Mr. Croftes, the Company's ſub-treaſurer in Calcutta, for 
years together. He referred to the letter of Mr. Haſtings to 
the Directors of the 29th November 1780, in which he de- 
clares, “that the money tendered by him to the Board to 
defray the expence of Major Camac's detachment, was not 
his own property, but had been received by him for the uſe of 
the Company: He farther explains his motives for buying off the 
troops of Berar under Chimnagee Booſla, and ſtates that he 
cauſed three lacks to be delivered to the Raja of Berar, two 
thirds raiſed by his own credit, the other ſupplied from caſh 


in his hands belonging to the Company.” His Lordſhip 


aſſerted, that nothing could be more evaſive or unſatisfactory 
than this letter, in which the Governor General neither in- 
formed the Directors when he received the money, where 
he received it, nor from whom he received it. Nor did he 
ſtate any one circumſtance explanatory of the tranſaction with 
Sadanund, the firſt tender of the preſent, his rejection of 
it, his ſubſequently conſenting to take it, the mode of its 
being paid in by the buxey of Cheyt Sing to Larkins, and 


from him to Croftes, nor any other particular that conld give 
the Directors a clear idea of a matter, which upon the face 
of it was involved in doubt, and if the preſent were received 
with a pure motive, and an intention on the part of Mr. 


Haſtings, from the firſt, to apply it to the Company's ſer- 


vice; why. was the tranſaction enveloped in unneceſlary 


myſtery ? . „„ Ds I 
His Lordſhip detailed the hiſtory of the bonds, made out 
in conſequence of the letter of the Governor General to the 


Council, of January 5, 1781, agreeable to the minute of 


January 9; and argued from the letter of Mr. Larkins to the £ 
Chairman of the Eaſt India Company, Auguſt 5, 1786, in 


which an account is given of the bond, No. 89, that Mr. 


| Haſtings had by no means eſtabliſhed that part of his defence. 


relative to this tranſaction which he had delivered in to the 
Houſe of Commons. He referred alſo to the Directors letter. 
of January 25, 1782, in which they diſapprove of the nature 


of the tranſaction, and contended that, in conſequence of that 
: e 


diiſap- 
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diſapprobation, Mr. Haſtings ought immediately to have com- 
municated all the circumſtances reſpecting the preſent re- 
ceived from Sadanund, on the part of the Raja Cheyt Sing. 
His Lordſhip. laid great ſtreſs on the length of the period 
which Mr. Haſtings ſuffered to eſcape, before he actually 
turned the depoſit of the two lacks in queſtion over to. the 
uſe of the Company, declaring that circumſtance alone to 
be conduct, not only queſtionable, but highly blameable, 
and deſerving cenſure of the ſevereſt fort, conſidering how 
ſoon it was after the money was paid in to Mr. Larkins by 
the Raja's buxey, Mr. Haſtings knew that the Council would 
not accept of it, for the purpoſe to. which he had propoſed 
to apply it, viz. to the ſervice of Camac's detachment, with 
a view to lay the foundation of a peace. with the Marattas. 
Upon the whole, his Lordſhip ſaid, regarding the charge re- 
ſpecting this preſent from Sadanund, in every poſhble view 
that the evidence tended to give, he thought that Mr. Haſtings 
could not ſtand excuſed on any pretext of reaſon or juſtice, 
but that he had been convicted in the cleareſt manner of the 
crime alleged by the Commons. _ 3 75 
His Lordſhip next proceeded to diſcuſs the charge reſpect- 
ing the preſent of ten lacks of rupees from the Nabob, ſtated 
by Mr. Haſtings to the Directors in his letter of the 20th of 
January 1782, which donation, he informs them, was made 
in part only and Zardily paid. In order to prove that this de- 
ſcription of the circumſtances of the preſent was not true, 
his Lordſhip referred to the letter of Mr. Haſtings to the 
Directors of the 22d May 1782, to the account referred to 
in that letter, to the affidavit of Larkins, to the letter of Mr. 
Haſtings to the Directors, of December 16, 1782, to the 
defence and narrative of Mr. Haſtings, and to the evidence 
relative to the three bonds delivered on January 17, 1785, to 
Larkins's affidavit. reſpecting them, and to the evidence of 
Mr. Wright, who on his examination in Weſtminſter Hall, 
on the 18th of February 1790, produced one account ſhewing 
that upwards of eight lacks of the Chunar preſent were re- 
ceived before the end of January, and another account ſhew- 
ing the appropriation of the ſums received, compriſed in the 
above-mentioned account. His Lordſhip pointed out ſeveral 
contradictions between the account that Mr. Haſtings gave 
of theſe bonds, and all the relative particulars. He obſerved, 
that in Weſtminſter Hall the counſel for the Defendant had 
particularly laboured their defence of the bonds, as well thoſe 
to which this part of the article referred, as thoſe in the ſub- 
ſequent charges comprehended in it; but although they had 
| e | | Auundoubt- 
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to reaſon very minutely on the appropriation of theſe 
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undoubtedly diſplayed a conſiderable ſhare of ingenuity, they 
had produced nothing like conviction on his mind. After 
enlarging upon each particular, and reaſoning much at length 


upon the circumſtances of the caſe at large, he contended, 


that taking the account as favourably for Mr. Haſtings as it 
could be collected from his defence and narrative, and from 


the ſtatements of Mr. Larkins, there remained a conſiderable 


ſum, not leſs than one lack and a half of rupees, out of the 
amount of the prefent from the Nabob of ten lacks, as yet 
wholly unaccounted for, ol Fer wigs oa . | 

After ſome reaſoning upon the Dinagepore peſhcuſh, and 
ſtating why he thought that conſtituted a part of the money 
received from . Nundoolol, and paid in by Mr. Haſtings, 
when he furniſhed the money ſent to Chimnagee Booſla (which 
opinton his Lordſhip reſted on the various acccunts ſtated in 
the ſeveral accounts contained in the letter ſent by Mr. Lar- 
kins to the Directors, dated Auguſt 5, 1786), the Lord 
Chancellor came to that part of the article which contained 
the charge againft the Defendant, relative to his tranſactions 
with Kelleram, a. renter under the Company. In tracing the 
particulars of this charge, his Lordſhip referred to the letter 
of Mr. Haſtings to the Council at Patna, of July 23, 1780, 
deſiring them to ſend down Kelleram-to Calcutta; to the 
minute of Council, on the 14th of November 1780, when 
Mr. Haſtings introduced to the Board propoſals from Kelle- 
ram for farming Bahar, which he recommends to the Board's 
acceptance; to the letter of the Patna Council, of the 27th ot 
November 1780; to the minutes of the Council, of December 
19, which ſtate the comparative ſettlement made by the Patna 
Council, and the other by Cullian Sing, and the agreement 
to accept Cullian Sing's propoſals on terms explained to Kel- 


Jeram, which he accedes to for Cullian Sing; to the minute 


of March 3o, 1781, containing the refolution to. appoint and 
confirm Kelleram Naib; to the evidence of Mr. Hudſon, to 
ſhew that no ſecurity beſides a common caboolgat was taken 
from Kelleram, as renter of the province. of Bahar; and to the 
evidence of Mr. Young and Mr. Anderſon, touching the cha- 
racters of Kelleram and Gunga Govind Sing, and the parti- 
culars of the four lacks, which rumour ſaid had been given 


to Mr. Haſtings by Cullian Sing, and of which he gave no- 


tice to Mr. Haſtings. Though rumour was in general a com- 
mon liar, his Lordſhip ſaid, that rumour in - this inſtance 


| fpoke the truth, for four lacks were received from Kelleram, 


through the hands of Gunga Govind Sing. He proceeded 


four 
. lacks, 
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Jacks, and declared his conception of it to be extremely different - 


from that of the Noble and Learned Lord who had juſt lat 


own. - ENS; | 55 = 
: His Lordſhip ſtated in what particulars the difference be- 
tween his idea of the appropriation of the moni in this and 
the former inſtance of the ſuppoſed Dinagepore peſhcuth, , 
and the idea of the Noble and Learned Lord, conſiſted; con- 
tending that not more than five lacks and a half, or ſix at the 
utmoſt, out of nine lacks and a half received, appeared to be 
accounted for by the Governor General. He adyerted in the, 
courſe of his argument (which in à great meaſure conſiſted 
of ſtatements governed by arithmetical compariſons and data) 
to a variety of the leffer relative particulars, ſuch as the abo- 
lition of th | | 
vind Sing Dewan to the Committee of Revenue, when the, 
Naib Dewan was Prawn Kiſhen his ſon, and the Naib Conon- 


t give up the 
they really were, and at a time when it was of conſequence to 
give them full credit for all their aſſets of every kind. 


Having dilated much at Napp on every part of the charge 


relative to the tranſactions of Mr. Haſtings with Kelleram, 
his Lordſhip laſtly called their Lordſhips attention to the 
charge on the ſubſect of the conduct of Mr, Haſtings. with 
Nobkiſſen, which he ftated circumſtantially, and animad- 
verted upon with great pointedneſs and ſeverity, declaring that 
it did not appear to him that a ſhadow of excuſe could be 
pleaded in palliation even, much leſs in defence of conduct ſo 
open to the imputation of corruption, as that of the Defendant 
in this inſtance. Mr. Haſtings's own account of the tranſac- 
tion was this: © In the year 1783, when I was aQtually in 
want of a ſum of money for my private expences, owing to 
the Company not having at that time ſufficient caſh in their 
treaſury to pay my ſalary, I borrowed three lacks of rupees of 


Rajah Nobkiſlen, an inhabitant of Calcutta, whom I defired to 


call upon me with a bond properly filled up; he did fo, but at 


the time I was going to execute it, he entreated I would rather 


accept the money than execute the bond. I neither accepted 
the offer nor refuſed it, and my determination remained ſuſ- 
pended between the alternative of keeping the money as a 
loan to be repaid, and of taking it, and applying it, as I had 
done other ſums, to the Company's uſe.” His Lordſhip ſaid, 
it was ſcarcely in the human imagination to conceive in poſ- 
Vor. H. . [ OE OT OY 
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ſibility a tranſaction more unaccountable, more ſcandalous, or 


as Nobkiſſen. He fays in his defence, he wanted money, and 
he ſent to a notorious age Pare! to borrow three lacks of 


rupees. The man comes, brings him the three lacks, and 
when he is about to fill up the bonds, he deſires him rather to 


accept the money than execute the bonds. 


He then fays, he neither accepted nor refuſed the offer, but 


determined to ſuſpend his deciſion upon the alternative; and 


5 prove that this was his determination, what does he do! 
e does the eſſential act, he takes the money, keeps it, and lets 


the man depart without the bonds, or any legal ſecurity what- 


ever, The idea of borrowing this money came into the head 
of Mr. Haſtings while he was at perfect leiſure, failing up 
the Ganges, and he carries it into execution in the manner that 


lie had ſtated. Was it poſſible for their Lordſhips for a ſingle 


moment to heſitate in pronouncing this a diſgraceful. and 2 
fraudulent tranſaction? Suppoſing a caſe. of a ſimilar nature, 
he would even put one of himſelf in tlie ſituation in which 
he had the honour unworthily to be placed. Let their Lordſhips 
ſuppoſe that he, being, as Mr. Haſtings in his defence ſtated 
Himſelf to be, in actual want of a ſum of money. for his pri- 
vate expences, were to ſend to a ſolicitor in Chancery, and de- 
bs bring- 

ing him the money, he were about to execute a bond for that 
amount, and the ſolicitor were to offer him the money as a 
ift, and he were to take it, without having given the ſolicitor 
in queſtion a legal ſecurity for it, of any kind whatſoever, and 
proceed to apply it to his own private purpoſes, would any 
man living believe, that he was not from that moment under | 
the influence of the ſolicitor, that he could not be conſcious | 
that he was ſo, that whenever he came before him as a ſuitor 
in a cauſe, his countenance and the recollection of the trani- 
action would not operate as a check upon his conduct, and tend 
inevitably to warp and bias his decree, and thus ſubvert and de- 
ſtroy every principle of impartial deciſion, equity, and juſlice! 
Let their Lordſhips recollect, that they had upon their own 
journals precedents of impeachments founded ſolely upon the 
charge of money corruptly taken by perſons in high offices, 
of a nature ſimilar to that alledged in the charge then under 
conſideration, and preciſely analogous to the caſe that he had 


put hypothetically reſpecting himſelf. Nay, it was upon re- 


cord, that proſecutions had been inſtituted, and convictions 
obtained, followed by exemplary puniſhments, in caſes where 
the parties had gone no farther than to preſume to make the 


tender of a preſent, or as it might more juſtly and in plainet 


language 
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language be termed a bribe to a perſon in high office, the nature. 
and powers of which neceſfarily implied, that he would be abun ; 
dantly able to make an ample, but indirect return in future. 
After purſuing this mode of reaſoning with infinite ability 
and force for a conſiderable time, his Lordſhip reprobated in 
terms equally ſevere, the manner in which the Defendant, had 
attempted to get rid of this money of Nobkiſſen's as a private 

reſent to himſelf, and to place it to the Company's account, 

making out a liſt of antiquated claims, being not only diſ- 
burſements of long ſtanding,” but of ſtate equipage and pa- 
geantry, aids-de-camp, and expences never before thought of 
as matter of charge by a perſon in any ſituation like to that 
held by Mr. Haſtings, but charged by him in the Durbar 
accounts of the year, hy way of et oſt againſt the ſum privately 
received from Nobkiſſen. Another circumſtance ſtruck him 
as very extraordinary: That the Governor General of Bengal 
ſhould want money - becauſe he had not received his ſalary, 
when it was well known that from his ſituation he might have 
paid himſelf with the utmoſt punctuality, was moſt unaccount- 
able: There was nothing like proof of the aſſertion being 
true. Mr. Haſtings had offered no evidence to their Lord- 
ſhips on this point. His Lordſhip ſaid, it could not be con- 
tended that this part of the defence was written by ſome other 


| perſon ; it was very ſhort, and he muſt take it as Mr. Haſtings 


had given it; and he muſt argue upon it, as written by Mr 


| Haſtings himſelf, which it certainly was. 


After a conſiderable ſhare of cloſe reaſoning upon this part 
of the caſe, his Lordſhip again touched on the eſſential facts 


in each charge to which he had adverted, and ſaid, that with 


reſpect to the preſent of ten lacks of rupees received from 
the Nabob Vizier, and which Mr. Haſtings had appropriated, 
as he ſaid, to the public ſervice; the fact did not by any 
means appear to him to be clearly aſcertained. Upon the very 
face of the account, above a lack and half of rupees was 
ſtated to be a balance in Mr. Haſtings's hands. It did not 
appear that he had paid that balance. There was alſo in the 
account four lacks and a half of rupees ſent to the reſident of 
Benares, which, for any thing that appeared, might have been 
repaid to Mr. Haſtings, as well as the five lacks ſent to the 
army, and placed under the head of military charges. As to 
the preſent from Cheyt Sing, the Learned Lord ſaid it did not 
appear to him now, whether the Company had ever got it. 
The Noble and Learned Lord ſaid, and indeed» Mr. Larkius 
had ſo ſworn, that the ſum brought to credit in November 
1730, under the head of Mhors of different forts coined 
in the Mint, was this preſent. Now, their Lordſhips 


knew, that Mr. Haſtings, as Goyernor, had been for years in 
& 5 e 5 P} 2: the 
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the habit of receiving ſmall preſents, called Nuzzirs, and 
bringing them to the credit of the Company. Tt appeared to 
him that this payment of © mhors of ſorts”, which was made 
in November, was really the produce of theſe prefents, or nuz. 
zirs, as theſe were called. CE Ee de IIS 
_ - "Having in a ſummary way reinforced his argument, his 
. Lordſhip declared, in treating the whole ſubject he had been 

1 as ſolemuly and as feriouſly as he would have done, 

It trying a cauſe in one'of the courts in Weſtminſter Hall, and 
delivering a charge to a jury; he had no feeling of a perſonal 
nature, no motive of il-will to the Defendant, nor any wiſh 

but to ſerve the cauſe of natural and national juſtice, and to 

pronounce judgment according to the evidence, and his con- 
vickion of the reſult of the trial. Having ſaid this, his Lord- 
ſhip gave it as his opinion, that the ſeveral matters of a cri- 
minal nature to which he had referred, might as well be 
comprehended in a general . “ That the Commons 
had made good the whole of the reſidue of the ſixth article? 
and the reaſon why he thought ſo was, that the facts cri- 
minally alleged throughout the article, and proved in evidence, 
conſtituted only one general crime, viz. that of corruption; 
the ſeveral matters alledged and ſubſtantiated by the written 
and parole evidence were nothing more than 15 many overt 
acts, or inſtances in proof of the general charge. On that con- 
ſideration he had taken the trouble to go through the whole 
reſidue of the article, and ſhould not, unleſs it ſhould be 
made neceſſary by others, trouble their Lordſhips again re- 
ſpecting it, having, for which he found himſelf bound to 
apologize, detained the Committee fo long already. His 
| Lordihip concluded by ſaying, that he would not move the 
general queſtion, which he had taken the liberty to ſuggeſt, if 
the Noble and Learned Lord wiſhed rather to divide the article 
into. parts, and to make each part of the ſubject a ſpecilic $ 

Kae FTC = 

Dye Earl of Mangfield declared he had the misfortune 
to differ in opinion upon the preſent occaſion, from both | 
the Noble and Learned Lords. He would not attempt to 

adopt a doctrine ſo odious as that of endeavouring to juſtify a 

crime, by collecting a good intention from the uſe made of the 

produce of the crime ultimately; a more monſtrous doctrine, 
or one more repugnant” to every principle of juſtice, he could 
not well conceive. ' Painful as it was to him, to declare his 
opinion, ſince, in a certain degree, that opinion was unfavouf. 
ble to Mr. Haſtings; yet his ſenſe of public duty compelled 
bim to doit. According to his conſtruction of the law, Mr. 

Haſtings had broke it in the five ſeveral inſtances now before 

their Lordſhips: He meant in the receipt of the ſeveral pre 


1 
NEE EY 
n 
5 = 
- * 8 
e 88 
F IE; e 6 an 
q 


— — 3 * 


” IS ä pens ace» 
I ripe . i : * 


> ON 


I: 
4 13 ” 
l 1 . 
f 
1 
4 
7 
. * 
. 
* 1 
* 7 
= f 
= D 
" . 
& Wt 
NM b 
- + 
At | 
+: 
i 
rl 
| 
- Ui 
E. p 
_ 
& 4 
3 4 4 
© 4 
4 . 
- LY 
Z 
\ I 
hk 
by ba i 
4 
| 4 "i 
4 SH 
it 'y 
ö 
75 
4 
+ it I 


ier ̃ !? 


n 
. ack 


r . on a Rota RISE, OE 


1 2 N _ 1 = r = _ 
P : — er eee ee tec” e e f a 9 vs 
. Cad on ä 9 N 
* gs) 2 r rr. 2 re 
— D rr 1 I pA Sm - — SS 1, e — 

r — — . 7 n a 
— N * n — g 

a > ; * * * 
n e NAS 3 0 — "a - we Jy dr”, — 3 2 2 * rec 2 
— * 0 » 4 "4 4 ; 1 P - * * — — — — 
- ä - 8 ö n nn 2 e 


35 


r 


ſcnts 


25 e 
« S 

2 : <3 * 1 
Py RED * 


Mazen 23) © HASTINGS'S IMPEACHMENT. 7 
ſentsfromSadanund, Kelleram, the Nabob Vizier, Nundolol,and 
Nobkiflen. He ſaid he was well aware that there were ſituations 
in which a public man might be placed, that would render a 
breach of the law not only venial, but highly meritorious. He 
made every poſſible allowance for the arduous and uncom- 
monly difficult fituation in which Mr. Haſtings was placed, and 
conſequently he thought him juſtified in receiving all the pre- 
ſents except the laſt, and that his conduct was even meritoriousz 
ſince, after the fulleſt conſideration which he could give to the 
evidence, he did not, in his conſcience, believe that Mr. Haſt- 
ings had the moſt diſtant idea of appropriating one rupee of 
the four firſt preſents to his own uſe. He received them with 
the expreſs determination of appropriating them to the public 
ſervice, and they certainly were ſo appropriated. The contra- 
dictions in the accounts, numerous as they were, ſeemed to 
proceed from exceſſive careleſſneſs and inattention, not from 
guilt. Indeed the Noble and Learned Lord (Thurlow) had 
ſtated the evidence ſo clearly, that his ideas were confirmed 
ſtill more, by that ſtatement : But as to the laſt preſent from 
Nobkiſſen, it ſtood on very different grounds. There was no 
ſtate neceſſity pleaded for this breach of the law. The money, 
though taken for the Company, was taken to accommodate Mr. 
Haſtings, and appropriated to diſcharge a demand ſtated to be 
due from the Company to Mr. Haſtings. For his argument, 
the propriety of the demand was out of the queſtion. Concels. 
ing, as he did, that the receipt of each preſent was illegal 
(though ſtate, neceſſity juſtified all the receipts: but the laſt}, 


he muſt vote, that in this inſtance of Nobkiſſen's preſent, Mr. 


Haſtings had acted illegally ; and, as here he could not acquit, 
he muſt reluctantly lean to the harſher fide, and condemn the 
ach unleſs it ſhould be proved to him that his opinion of the law 


was erroneous. He lamented exceedingly, that there ſhouid be 


a ſingle point in which he could not acquit Mr. Haſtings, con- 
fiſtently with his duty as a judge, for no man had a higher 
opinion of the great and important public ſervices which he 
had rendered his country than he had; and when he conſi- 
dered the many hardſhips he had ſuffered ſince his return from 
India, as well from the cireumſtances as the extreme length of 


the ſevere and arduous trial which Mr. Haſtings had under- 


gone, the calm dignity and compoſure with which he ſuſtained 
what no man had ever borne before him, he felt himſelf ſtrongly 
inclined to lean towards the Defendant; and to put the mot 
favourable conſtruction on all his actions. AR : 
Lord Thurkw'replied'to the Lord Chancellor. He ſaid, he 
ſtaked all the credit which their, Lordſhips might be diſpoſed 
to give him for knowledge as a layer, or integrity as a man, 
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233 —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REBORTS.  . , 
on the queſt ion ſtated by the Noble and Learned Lord. He dif. 


fered with him completely, and he believed the Learned Lord 


would not get a ſingle lawyer in the kingdom to ſupport the 
doctrine. which he had ſo diſtinctly laid down, and which, if he 
underſtood him right, was this;—that the receipt of a preſent, 
by a perſon in the ſituation of Mr, Haſtings, muſt be corrupt; 
and that it was not neceſſary to charge it to be a bribe in 
the Impeachment, becauſe .the perſon giving the preſent 
could only give it with a hope of procuring general favour, 
This was a propoſition which Lord Thurlow contended 


could not ſtand for a moment in Weſtminſter Hall. The Com- 


mons, to ſhew corruption, ought to have charged ſome act done 
by Mr. Haſtings to the ſeveral perſons from whom the ſums 
were received, as in the firſt diviſion of this charge. In that, 
they accufed Mr. Haſtings of giving away ollices for money, in 
the way of brokage. There the charge was properly drawn 
up: But in the caſe now before their Lordſhips, the charge was 
not ſo worded; he was merely charged with receiving certain 


ſums as preſents orgiſts, except in the caſe of Kelleram, where, 


in conſideration of this preſent, he let him certain lands. That 
cafe, his Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould conſider fully, when it came 


unmixed with the preſent queſtion, which he hoped the Learned 
Lord would allow to be put unconneCted with other matter that 
had no relation to it. When he came to the org of Nob- 


kiſſen, he would endeavour to ſtate the opinion that he had 


formed uponit. He was indeed aſtoniſhed at the remarks which 
the Learned Lord had made upon the Durbarcharges. He would 
ſtate how the evidence {truck him, when he took into conſidera- 
tion the prefent from the Nabob Vizier. Nor was his aſtonith- 
ment leſs excited by the remarks which the Learned Lord had | 
made on the Benares preſent, remarks that had eſcaped the ſaga- 
city of the Managers themſelves. It was diſtinctly in evidence, 
and ſworn by Mr. Larkins, that the. entry, under the head of 
- Depoſits, in the treaſury account for November 1780, was the 
preſent received from Cheyt Sing in June; but, being received | 
in gold mhors, not current in Calcutta, it was not brought to 
credit until the whole was coined 5 though as faſt as it was 
received from the mint it was paid into the treaſury, and ex- 
. pended in the public ſervice; for the Learned Lord has not at 
all attended to the evidence of Mr. Larkins, if he ſuppoſes 
that theſe two lacks were not employed in the public ſervice, 
| becauſe they were entered under the head of depoſits. Mr. 


Larkins ſwears diſtinctly, that this preſent and every preſent 


was thrown into the general maſs of money in the treaſury, | 
and employed for the public ſervice. I fancy, my Lords, it 


will be found, that, during the war, the treaſury in 2 ä 
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ſeldom contained two lacks of rupees in it, for two days toge® 
ther. The Learned Lord is totally miſtaken in ſuppoſing it 
poſſible for Mr. Haſtings to have entered nuzzirs, as depoſits. 
They are publicly entered under the head of Durbar charges, 
words of fimilar import with nuzzirs, when SEED re- 
ceipts, from the Governor General; whereas, had he entered 
thoſe nuzzirs as depoſits, he would have made them his''own * 
property. The Learned Lord cannot withhold his belief from 
the evidence given on theſe points, if he will condefcend to 
read it. I do not wonder, conſidering the important avoca- 
tions in which the Learned Lord is engaged, that he has paid 
more attention to the ſyllabus in his hand than it appears to 
deſerve. All nuzzirs are entered as Durbar charges: In point 
of fact, there is no head of account in the Bengal treaſury 
books, called either nuzzirs or preſents. The only head is 
Durbar charges, and under that head all nuzzirs, or preſents, 
received by Mr. Haſtings on the Company's account are entered. 
as I will endeavour to explain when I conſider the reminder of 
this article; There is nothing like a reaſon to be aſſigned for A= 
| crediting the teſtimony of Mr. Larkins: Te profeſſes himſelf 
to be, and he undoubtedly is, a warm and ſincere friend to Mr. 
Haſtings 3, but that friendſhip has not led him to ſwear poſi- 
tively to any point that he cannot fully recollect. Yet, this 
gentleman ſwears directly, that the preſent which Mr. Haſt- 
| ings received from Sadanund, for the Company, in June 1780, 
through him, was not entered in the treaſury books till Novem- 
ber; becauſe, until that month, the preſent paid in foreign 
| coin was not all recoined, and brought into the treaſury. fr 
addition to the evidence of Mr. Larkins, who appears to have 
ſtood equally high in the opinion of. the Marquis Cornwallis 
and the Directors, as in that of Mr. Haſtings, there is the 
teſtimony of Mr. Markham, to whom Mr. Haſtings communi- 
cated this preſent : It ſtands, therefore, on the cleareſt and the 
faireſt ground. Two gentlemen of undoubted honour, and 
unimpeached characters, ſwearing poſitively to a fact, and no 
eridence being offered on the other ſide to diſprove it, no doubt 
can remain in the breaſt of a judge upon the ſubject. 
The queſtion now before your Lordſhips ſtands upon very 
diſtint ground from all the others. It is in proof, that in 
June 1780, Mr. Haſtings received a preſent of two lacks of 
rupees; It is in proof that even before he did receive it he told 
| Mr. Larkins, the gentleman to whom the money was to be 
paid, that he took it for the Company. A fimilar communi- 
cation was made to Mr. Markham, in Bengal, immediately; and 
by the firſt foreign ſhip that ſailed, to Mr. Sulivan; and to the 
Directors by the firſt Engliſh ſhip. What evidence is there 


on 
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on the other fide that can induce your Lordſhips to think th;t 
| he took this preſent for himſelf? According to my judgment 
none at all. I have already ſtated to your Lordſhips, that aſter 
telling his counſel he had advanced his own money, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary that it ſhould appear on the treaſury books 
as a depoſit in his own name: But did that money deprive the 
Company of the complete uſe of it, from the inſtant it was 
paid in? Certainly not. In May 1782, the Company were 
informed, that two Jacks of rupees, entered in ſuch a page of 
the depoſit journal, was their property. In the ſame leiter 
they were informed, that certain bonds, numbered ſo and ſo, 
were not his property, but the property of the Company. It 
cannot, therefore, be ſaid, that Mr. Haſtings, ſubſequent to the 
date of that letter, could have converted either the bonds or 
the depoſit money to his own uſe; therefore his not formally 
delivering up the bonds until he quitted India in February 
1785, was a matter of no confequence : It was equally imma- 
terial as to the depoſits. The Noble and Learned Lord has 
been pleaſed to remark, that by not delivering up theſe bonds, 
and ſtriking his name from the depoſit books, the ſtate of the 
Company's affairs appeared to be worſe than they really were 
in the year 1783, by fix lacks of rupees, or thirty thouſand 
pounds. My Lords, that is not the caſe exactly, if the fact 
really were of any conſequence. In July 1783, the Com- 
pany and Parliament were in poſſeſſion of full information of 
thoſe preſents. 'The meaſure which rendered a full expoſure 
of the Company's affairs neceſſary was not brought in until 
November; and when the deficit was ſtated to amount to many 
millions, this ſmall ſum could not have altered the caſe in 
any degree. JJV 1 
Te Lord Chancellor ſpoke ſhortly in reply to Lord Thurlow, 
in ſupport and explanation of the point of law that he had 
as gon e 4 3 5 — 
Tord Thurlw roſe again, for the purpoſe of declaring, that 
he totally differed with the Learned Lord, as to his conſtruc- 
tion of the law; but at that late hour of the night he would 
not enter into a further diſcuſſion of the difference between 
them. He would reſerve what he had to ſay upon it for 
their next meeting. 5 „ 
_ The Earl of Caernarvon declared, he thought the arguments 
of the Noble and Learned Lord, who had, with ſo much ability 
and accuracy, gone through the whole of the remainder 
of the charge, were irreſiſtible: To his mind, at leaſt, they 
conveyed the ſtrongeſt conviction z nor had any thing ſaid by 
the Noble and Learned Lord, who opened the difcuſſion of the WW 
dap, tended to weaken that conviction, No man, his _ I 
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ſhip ſaid, could be more conſcious than he was of his own ina- 
bility to contend on points of law with either of the Noble 
and Learned Lords; certainly he would not preſume to do any 
ſuch thing; but he could not help expreſſing a great doubt, 
whether the law could ſtand as it had been laid down by the 
Noble and Learned Lord who had opened the charge (Lord 
Thurlow). It appeared to him ſo ſingular a propoſition, that 
where a perſon, fituated as Mr. Haſtings, in his capacity of 
Governor General had been, accepted a preſent from another, 
who was dependent upon his power, was not prima facie and of 
itſelf a criminal act, excluſive of its being prohibited by the 
Act of 1773, that, in his judgment, uninformed as he was on 
ſuch matters, it could not be law. The Earl particularly advert- 
ed to the circumſtances that marked the conduct of Mr. Haſt- 
ings, in reſpect to the preſent of two lacks, taken from Sada- 
nund, the buxey of Cheyt Sing, and faid, they were all of them 
unaccountably myſterious and obſcure, if it were true that Mr. 
Haſtings, from the firſt momentof his taking the money, meant 
o appropriate it to the uſe of the Company, as the Noble and 
Learned Lord had contended. If ſuch had been his intention, 
why did Mr. Haſtings cauſe the money to remain ſo long in 
the ſhape of a depoſit, altogether uſeleſs to the Company in 
the hands of Mr. Croftes? The meafures he took on that oc- 
caſion appeared evidently to have no other motive than to ſhuf- 
fe off ſuſpicion, or elſe why ſo much ſecrecy ? The letter of 
the Defendant to the Directors, dated November 1789, on 
which ſo much ſtreſs had been laid, by no means wiped him 
clean of that ſuſpicion. . In that letter he contented himſelf 
with declaring, that the money tendered by him to the Board, 
todefray the expence of Major Camac's regiment, was not his 
own, but money that had been received by him for the uſe cf 
the Public, The letter neither informed the Directors by 
whom the preſent of two lacks was given, or when, or where: 
It looked, therefore, and was liable to the ſuſpicion of the 
letter's being ſo unſatisfactorily expreſſed, merely to be uſed 
| 334 thield from detection, and juſt amounted to enough to af- 
ford Mr. Haſtings ſomething to take ſhelter, and to hide behind, 
whenever that preſent of Sadanund's or any other, which be 
had privately taken, ſhould happen to be diſcovered. After rea- 
ſoning pointedly on the letter, as the ſtrongeſt evidence of the 
Defendant's criminality, the Earl commented on the letter of 
| May 22, 1782, and that of December 16, in the ſame year; 
"Tguing, that there was ſomething extremely queſtionable in 
the circumſtances relative to both. Mr. Larkins, in his affida- 
vit, ſwears, that the letter of May 22, was ſealed up at the time 
of writing it, to be diſpatched by the Lively, and that it re- 
wained cloſed until the date of the affidavit, viz. December 16, 
PC os Eo when 
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when it was opened. It was very unuſual, the Earl ſaid, for a 
perſon who wrote a letter, to refer to the encloſures contained, 
and yet ſeal his letter, without firſt putting the encloſures te. 
ferred to into it. His Lordfhip alſo , animadverted upon the 
accounts of the appropriation of the various ſums received at 
different times by Mr. Haſtings, and the accounts of Mr. Lar- 
kins of the fame matters: And, after arguing cloſely upon al 
the principal topics alluded to by the Lord Chancellor, his 
Lordſhip concluded with declaring, that, in his opinion, had 
Mr. Haſtings wiſhed to conceal all the preſents he had taken, 
he could not have uſed more art, or exerciſed more ſkilful cun- 


ning to provide againſt detection, than he had uſed in every | 
inſtance of receiving a preſent. He therefore believed hin 


guilty of the charge, and ſhould give his vote accordingly, 
The Biſhop of Rocheſter ſaid, he could not ſatisfy his con- 


_ ſcience to give a ſilent vote, or he would not riſe at that late 


' hour, but he would detain their Lordſhips for a few minutes | 


only. He felt himſelf bound to decide in his own mind by the 


evidence before him, and he had attended to the evidence 23 


well during the trial, as fince it had been printed, with the 
utmoſt care and minuteneſs. In the volumes ſo often and ſo 
neceſſarily referred to in the courſe of the diſcuſſions in the 
Committee of their Lordſhips, in the evidence, he ſaw no- 


thing that could lead him to believe, that Mr: Haſtings had been 


actuated by bad or corrupt motives, and he would not allow 


himtelf to ſuppoſe that any ſuch exiſted, without full proof that 


they did. He confined himſelf for the preſent to the two lacks 
received from Sadanund, becauſe that appeared to him to be 
| the more proper ſubject of their Lordſhips conſideration that 
day. The reſult of the whole evidence, as it ſtruck him, was 
this, that Mr. Haſtings was aCtuated by the pureſt motives in 
receiving that preſent ; that there were perplexities and con- 
traditions in the accounts; he wa; willing to admit they had 
employed him many hours in his cloſet, and he was ready to 
_ confeſs that he was not ſufficient y maſter of merchants ac- 
counts to unravel them : But he was equally ready to confels, 


that he drew concluſions from theſe contradictions totally dif- 


_ ferent from thoſe that had been drawn both by the Noble and 
Learned Lord on. the woolfack, in the forcible and eloquent 
ſpeech of that night, and the Noble Earl who had Jul fat down. 
In the account given of. thoſe bonds by Mr. Haſtings, and in 

the account given by Mr. Larkins, there were differences but 


he believed Mr, Haſtings had been miſtaker, and that Mr. 


Larkins's account was the correct one. etl 
No Noble Lord could believe, that if Mr. Haſtings had 
written a wilful falſehood from Cheltenham, as to the date 0 


the indorſement on the bonds, he would have eagerly . | 
| | e | engal 
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Bengal for thoſe very bonds, which the moment they appeared 

muſt convict him of miſrepreſentation. No man can believe, 
that if Mr. Haſtings originally received the bonds with an in- 
tent to convert them to his own. uſe, he would not, on being 

| induced by fear to alter his mind, have antedated the indorſe- 

ment to the very day that he received the bonds. The Learned 
Prelate ſaid, that he fully concurred in all the reaſoning of the 
Noble and Learned Lord (Thurlow). The Managers read a 
letter from Mr. Haſtings, which they pledged themſelves 
to falſify in all its parts; but they had wholly failed to do 
ſo, His Lordſhip then went through the feveral points of 
the letter, and ſaid, not only the facts ſtated in it were unde- 
niable, but no Noble Lord could read it, he conceived, without 
ſceing the mind of the writer, and without being convinced, 
that baſe, and ſordid emoluments, were not the objects that at- 
tracted his attention, In this caſe, where there was in fact no 
evidence, and where all depended upon inference, he muſt reſort 
to general character; and he had no fcruple to ſay, that the 
Commons had totally miſtaken the charaQter of Mr. Haſtings. 

| They charged him with Laving adopted the various meaſures, 
which form the articles, with the view principally of acquiring 
for himſelf exorbitant wealth. The Learned Prelate ſaid, 
that not a tittle of evidence had appeared to ſubſtantiate ſuch an 
allegation z but that his character was ſo completely the re- 
rerſe, appeared ſo ſtrongly in proof upon the evidence, that it 
would be needleſs to ſtrengthen that evidence by an appeal to 
the common ſenſe and underſtanding of mankind on the ſub- 
ject. He could eaſily account in his own mind for ſuch a great 
character as Mr. Haſtings, with ſo much upon his mind, hav- 
ing been uniformly negligent and inattentive to all matters of 
money, and all accounts that related to money tranſactions; in- 
deed it was evident that Mr. Haſtings was a man who had been 
uncommonly regardleſs of money; otherwiſe it would have been 
impoſſible to account for the ſtate of his fortune in every year 
between 1778 and 1785, to which his attorney had ſworn at their 
Lordſhips bar; and what ſtruck me, ſaid the Learned Prelate, as 
extraordinary, when not a ſingle queſtion was put by the Mana- 
gers. His Lordſhip concluded a very clear and eloquent ſpeech, 
with declaring, that he ſhould ſay Net-Conzent to the motion. 


__ TrvrsDAY, March 24. 


Lord Thurlow began by ſaying, that is was his intention to 
have gone fully into the ſeveral points opened by the Noble and 
Learned Lord the preceding day; but that having miſlaid his 
Papers, he would, endeavour to ſpeak to them from memory as 
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well as he could, ſenſible that it would be too great an intruſion 
upon the time of the Committee to delay them a moment on 
that conſideration. _ T | 

The moſt material and important point of diſcuſſion 
was the ground upon which the Noble and Learned Lord 
had ſtated, that he thought one queſtion only might be put upon 
all the remaining preſents, as in his opinion there was on prin- 
ciple which would govern them all, however they might vary 
in their circumſtances, In the introduction of this prin. 
ciple, which, as far as his (Lord Thurlow's) recollection went, 
was entirely new: in point of diſcuſhon (it having never oc- 
curred to either party at the bar during the courſe of the trial, ! 
and certainly not to the proſecutors in framing the Impeach. 
ment), the Noble and Learned Lord had laid at out of the 

_ caſe which in hir contemplation of the ſubje& was the only 
ground and foundation of the preſent charge, as ſent up by 
the Commons, namely, the Act of Parliament 13 Geo. III. c. 
The principle. ſo introduced however, and which he waz 
now about to examine, was, if he underſtood it correctly, this 
« That at COMMON LAW, the relative ſituation of the donor 
and donee of any gift or preſent, was alone ſufficient to conſti- 
tute the acceptance of ſuch gift a crime for which an indictment 
would lie, always ſuppoſing the gift to paſs from an inferior in 
office to his ſuperior; and that, without charging it to have been 
given for brokage, or flating any other corrupt confederation in the | 
indictment.” To this poſition their Lordſhips would re- 
collect he had on the preceding day ventured to expreſs not 
only his difſent, but ſome degree of ſurpriſe, in ſo much as it 
appeared to him to be extremely novel, and alſo to be at wa- 
riance both with the principles and form? upon which all indict 
ments for corruption, that had fallen under his obſervation, 
| had hitherto been framed and ſupported. In adverting to 
this propoſition at that time he had obſerved, and he was 
{till of opinion, that the relative ſituation of the parties in all 
pecuniary tranſactions of the nature of thoſe in queſtion, was 
no doubt a material e and that which not only would, 
but engt to excite a ſuſpicion and jealouſy, proportionate to the 
diſtance at which the giver was removed from the perſon re- 
ceiving the preſent : But that it was alone ſufficient to conſti· 
tute and to raiſe the tranſaction into a crime, was a propoſition 
he never could accede to. Indeed the more he conſidered ih 
and the more he turned it in his mind, which he did aſſure their 

Lordſhips he had done with all the attention he could give if, 
the more he was convinced as a lawyer, and in that convic- 
tion he had had an opportunity of being fortified by much 
abler opinions than his own, that it would be impolbbl | 
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to ſupport an indictment at common /aw againſt a ſuperiorin 
office for taking a preſent from an inferior, by merely putting 
the fa? of the preſent being made, and the relative ſituation of the 
| parties; upon the record: But that the indictment muſt go on 
to ſtate ſome corrupt conſideration as the motive, which cor- 
rupt conſideration muſt either be admitted or proved as laid. 
The Noble and Learned Lord, in ſupport of his propo- 
fition in a former debate, had alluded to the Stat. 5 & 6 
Edw. VI. c. 16. againſt buying and ſelling offices, and had 
drawn an argument from it, as if before that ſtatute the ſale 
of offices was illegal at common law. But if any argument 
could be drawn from it, the whole frame of the ſtatute, and 
more particularly the exceptions in it, afforded an inference 
the other way: For it is an enacting, not a declaratory 
ſtatute. Tt excepts all offices of inheritance: It provides that 
the Chief Juſtices of the King's Bench and Common Pleas, 
and the Juſtices of affize, may do in every behalf, touching 
any office to be given or granted by them as they might have 
done before the Act; and it allows © all bargains, fales, &c. 
of. any office concluded before the iſt. day of March next 
coming to be in ſuch force as if the Act had never been made.” 
Now, excluſive of the inconfiſtency which would be imputable 
to the Legiſlature in allowing the ſale of offices for a limited 
period after the Act was made, in derogation-of the common 
law of the land, and a perpetual exception in fayour of the 
Chief Juſtices of either Bench, and of the Judges of aſſize, it was 
2 known and acknowledged fact, that every one of the very re- 
ſpectable and honourable perſons who have filled thoſe ſeveral 
offices, have, from the time the Act was made to the preſent mo- 
ment, without the fmalleſt ĩimputation or idea of ſtain upon their 
character, ſold the ſeveral offices belonging to their reſpective 
ſituations as they have become vacant, openly and without re- 
ſerve. Could it then be argued that ſuch ſale was an indictable 
offence at common law; or rather 'was not. the uniform 
practice of ſo many reſpectable characters a proof of the re- 
verſe, and an affirmance of what the common law was in that 
reſpect? for the ſtatute only allows them to do in that be- 
half as they might have done before the Act was made.” It 
was true that in a caſe decided in the Star Chamber, and re- 
ported in Noy, the ſheriff of Nottingham“, who had given 
of J 1 He the 


— > 


* This caſe, is thus reported in Noy, edit. 1646, p. 102. Stockwell 
 3gainſt North, N. was ſheriff of Nottingham, 43 Eliz. and tock money 
tor the offices of gaoler and baylywick, and he firſt gave them to his ſervants, 
who fold them; but he himſelf had the money; and hewas fined for that, 
ee N „ 0 ar 


125 —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY; REPORTS. -  [Loxs, 
the offices of gaoler and bailiff to his ſervants, vho ſold them, 


and gave him the money, was indicted for ſo doing; and ex- 
ception being taken that he coll Re TE REL HAR] at it being 
an offence created we {tature, he. could only be puniſhed 


as the Ac preſcribe | 


_ cept that decifion, which had never been followed or adopted 
by any authority fince, there was no. caſe to be found in the 
books to warrant ſuch a doctrine. That caſe, however, as 


far as it went, was an authority to ſhew that if the matter 


in queſtion were a newly created offence, as in his opinion it 


clearly was, there could be no proceeding or judgment upon 


it, but under the ſtatute. He would next therefore proceed 
to examine the ſeveral remaining preſents in charge, and how 
far they were maintainable under the proviſions of the ſtatute, 
or ſupported mn point prof.. 
In the caſe of Kelleram and Cullian Sing, the Commons 
had expreſsly charged that Mr. Haſtings took that money as a 
conſideration for letting them certain lands in perpetuity, to 
the great injury of the Eaſt India Company.—In the caſe of 


Muny Begum and Nundcomar the Commons charge that he 


took bribes for brokage and appointments to offices. In theſe 
inſtances. the charges are accurately drawn, and it is not true, 
ſaid his Lordfhip, that articles of Impeachment have generally 
been looſely or inaccurately drawn. On the contrary, they 
Have had all that legal ſtrictneſs of late years which is required 
in an indictment. He did not ſpeak, he ſaid, of more ancient 
impeackments, in which certainly very little attention was paid 
either to the forms or the ſubſtance of juſtice. - Having 
concluded the legal argument, Lord 'Thurlow proceeded to 
the next head of the charge, upon which he. {aid he would 


not treſpaſs long upon their Lordlhips indulgence, as the evi- 


dence upon it Jay in a very narrow compaſs. 


The Commons accuſed Mr. Haſtings of having received a. 


preſent or bribe of four lacks of rupees from Kelleram and 


Cullian Sing, or one of them, about the month of October 


1780, as a conſideration for letting certain lands in Bahar in 
perpetuity, to the great injury of the Eaſt India Company. 


There certainly, faid Lord Thurlow, is no evidence that fixes 


the receipt of this preſent, or of the cabooleat or engagement 
for the preſent, at the period mentioned in the charge. On 
the contrary, the evidence carries it to a later period. | 


4% 


lor it was contrary to 4 Hen. IV. cap. 5. An! alſo by the Court, that that 
15,4 corruption, and a gieat cauſe of oppreſſion in the officers : And ſuch 
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ale of offices 15 nici in ſe, and finabie. 


| ; the Court held he might be fined, for 
that it was malum in /e, and a crime at common law. But ex. 
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The evidence proves that in the month of July 1780, Raja 


Kelleram was permitted by the Patna Council to go to Cal- 
cutta, at the defire of Mr. Haſtings. On the 1.4th of No- 
vember 1780, the Governor General prefents to the Board an 
arzee from Maha Raja Cullian Sing, with propoſals for rent- 
ing the province of Bahar. He recommends to Mr. Francis 
and Mr. Wheler, the two members preſent, the acceptance 
of theſe propoſals. Nothing further appears to have been done 
at that meeting of the Board,  _ WH pete. 4 
On the 15th of December, a letter is read from the Council 
of Patna, in which they ſtate that they have concluded a ſet- 
tlement, ſubject to the approbation of the Supreme Council, 
which is more advantageous than any ſettlement made for many 
years paſt, The ſecretary is immediately ordered to draw out 
a comparative view of the two ſettlements- I mean, my Lords, 
the propoſals from the Patna Council, and from Maha Raja 
Cullian Sing. ©, 3 85 ds. 
On the 19th of December, the ſecretary preſents it; and it 
appears from the compariſon that Cullian Sing's propoſals are 
more advantageous than thoſe ſent down by the Patna Council. 
They are therefore accepted. Kelleram, the Naib or Deputy 
of Cullian Sing, is called in, and declares his maſter's aſſent to 
the conditions. Khelats are ordered for Cullian Sing and 
Kelleram, and the Patna Council are informed that the ſettle- 
ment is concluded with Cullian Sing. | ; 
The ſunnud was made mocurery, a term, which the Com- 
mons call a grant in perpetuity ; but, my Lords, we know pre- 
ciſely what a mocurery tenure is, and how very different in- 
deed from a grant in perpetuity. It was a grant to Cullian 
Sing, which muſt have expired at his death at all events; but it 
was only to continue in force fo long as his kiſts were re- 
gularly paid, and fo long as no oppreſſions were exerciſed on 
the inhabitants. He was not permitted to claim as a right any 
deductions from his ſtipulated payments, either for drought, 
inundations, or the ravages of enemies. If any deductions were 
allowed hereafter, they were to be received as indulgences. 
Leaſes in perpetuity are indeed now granted throughout Bengal, 
che rents are on no account to be increaſed, but to remain in- 
variable fo long as the preſent holders of the land and their 
 keirs ſhall pay the rents as ſettled in the year 1791. How kit 
could he injurious to the intereſts of the Eaſt India Compauy, 
for Mr. Haſtings to act upon a principle infinitely ſhort of 
that which has fince been adopted by the Company and the 
King's miniſters, I cannot eaſily conceiye. ES in 
There is a ſtrange inaccuracy Trans through the whole of 
tie Managers obſervations on this charge. Fhey firſt offered 
8 0 | 85 a 1 evidence 
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evidence to ſhew the unfitneſs of Kelleram, as a renter of 
lands; yet the leaſe was in the name of Cullian Sing. They 
next produce evidence to ſhe that a leaſe was granted to Ke]. 
leram: The evidence proves that it was granted to Cullian 
Sing, a man of very conſiderable rank, and ſon to Maha Raja 
Sittabroy, who enjoyed the ſame unlimited power as Naib 
Dewan of Bahar, which Mahomed Reza Cawn poſſeſſed in 
Bengal, under the governments of Lord Clive, Mr. Verelt, 
and Mr. Cartier. , „ 
_._ Your Lordſhips would not permit evidence to be given be- 
yond the point to which I am now arrived. The Managers 
wanted to prove that Kelleram fell into gout balances ; but 
there was nothing charged againſt Mr. Haſtings, to which evi. 
dence to ſuch a point could apply; and here the whole eyi- 
dence as to the letting of the lands, ſtops. It is in ſubſtance, 
that Maha Raja Cullian Sing having offered to rent part of the 
province of Bahar, on terms more advantageous to the Com- 
pany by nearly two lacks of rupees a year than thoſe offered to 
the Patna Board, the Governor General and Council accepted 


the terms of the former. It is not to be believed that the Ma- 
nagers, or thoſe whom they employed to draw the articles, 
would have omitted to charge that in the end the Company loſt 
conſiderably by this leaſe, provided the fact were ſo. Neither 
your Lord ſhips, nor the Managers are competent to enter into | i 
an examination of an intricate detail of Indian revenues, T 
| though we can all comprehend the reſult. I certainly have r 
* ſeen a paper preſented to the Houſe of Commons from the i 
11 India Houſe, by which it appears, that under Cullian Sing's 0 
| . leaſe of two years, he paid more money into the Patna trea- ſi 
ſury by very near ſixty thouſand pounds ſterling, than was ol 
paid in under the ſettlements formed for the two years preced- {; 
ing by the Patna Council, With this evidence in the Mana- w 
gers poſſeſſion, it would have been a very uſeleſs attempt to M 
Fh n,, Io Eon 27 co 
I come now, my Lords, to conſider. the evidence which the fo 
Managers have offered, relative to the cabooleat, and the mo- ca 
ney actually received upon it. The firſt document to this vi 
point is the account incloſed in Mr. Haſtings's letter of the the 
22d of May 1782. It appears that on the 26th of April 178!) to 
the ſum of two lacks thirty-two thouſand rupees was pal ne; 
into the treaſury by the order of Mr... Haſtings, under the eri 
head of Durbar charges: That is, Mr. Haſtings admits the eve 
receipt of a preſent to ſuch an amount, on the Company's ac- ln Dit 
count. From the moment the money was fo paid in, it be- as f 
came the Company's property, and Mr. Haſtings could not day 
interfere with it. The running treaſury account, on W 1-4 : K 
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dis receipt was entered, came to the India Houſe in the month 
| of July 1782, and did not attract the attention of the Direc- 
tors. On the 16th of March 1784, as I have already ſtated 
to your Lordſhips, the Directors deſired Mr. Haſtings to in- 
form them at what periods the ſeveral ſums were received 
which made the aggregate of the account incloſed in his letter 
of the 22d of May 1782. Mr. Haſtings, unable to give a 
complete anſwer to this queſtion from Cheltenhan, referred 
them to Mr. Larkins ; but the Directors, ſarisfied, as it ſhould 
ſeem, with the general information which Mr. Haſtings had 
given them, inquired no further: But Mr. Haſtings himſelf 
wrote to Mr. Larkins to ſend to the Chairman the only me- 
morandum which he had ever poſſeſſed, that could throw 2 
further light upon the ſubject. He did ſo; and if your Lord- 
ſhips will turn to the Evidence, page 115 3, you, will find Mr: 
Larkins's letter, dated the 5th of Auguſt 1786, and an account 
accompanying it, certainly very looſe and imperfect, but be- 
yond all doubt that to which Mr. Haſtings alluded, as the 
only memorandum he ever poſſeſſed; and it gave a clue to the 
Directors to make any further inveſtigation that they thought 
proper. Your Lordſhips will always bear in mind that this 
account was tranſmitted for no other purpoſe than to give a 
fuller anſwer to a queſtion put by the Directors to Mr. Haſt- 


ings on the 16th of March 1 784, than he was able to give them 


merely from memory at Cheltenham: The Managers, by 
reading it, have made it evidence. From this account then 
it appears, that between the 21ſt of March and the 26th 
of April 1781, the ſum of two lacks and twenty thouſand 
ſicca rupees was received from Patna, and that on the 26th 
of April two lacks ficca rupees were paid to Mr. Croftes, the 
ſub-treaſurer. If there was no other evidence, this account 
would be abſolutely unintelligible; but, connecting it with 
Mr. Larkins's evidence, and the note at the foot of the ac- - 
count, it appears very clear that a cabooleat or obligation for 
four lacks of rupees had been entered into; that upon this 
cabooleat two lacks were paid into the treaſury by Gunga Go- 
vind Sing, and entered by the orders of Mr. Haſtings, under 
the head of Durbar charges, that is, as I have already ſtated 
do your Lordſhips, a preſent received by the Governor Ge- 
neral on the Company's account.. There is not a ſhadow of 
eridence to warrant a ſuſpicion that Mr. Haſtings himſelf 
ever received one rupee upon this cabooleat, or upon that of 
Dinagepore, which, though not in charge, I have explained 
as fully as the evidence-permitted me to explain it on a former 
dy: I mention it again, becauſe the Managers have obſerred, 
thar the cabooleats from Patna and Dinagepore were for four 
Vol., II. Ser. [RJ] „ = "Won 
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lacks each; that is, in all, eighty thouſand pounds, of which 


only the one half has been paid to the Company. The fact 


undoubtedly is ſo; but the Commons, though in poſſeſſion of 
alllthe evidence they now have, two months before they drew 
this article, have not made it matter of charge, that Mr, Haſt- 
ings took no meaſures to recover theſe balances. If there had 
been any ground to ſuſpect that theſe balances. had really been 
paid into the hands of Mr. Haſtings, or into the hands of 
perſon in truſt for him, F ſhould imagine that the perſons who 
drew out the articles would have charged the fact expreſsly; 
as the caſe now ſtands, it reſts upon his on ſolemn declaration, 
that he has accounted for every rupee that came into his 


hands; and it cannot be believed fer one moment, that he 


would have deſired Mr. Larkins to ſend to the Chairman the 
only memorandum exiſting, from which it could be known 
there was any balance, if he had put a ſingle rupee of it, into 
his own pocket. FR ß Papel | 
The Noble and Learned Lord has laid a confiderable ſtrefs 
on the rumour generally ;prevailing of a preſent given to Mr, 
Haſtings, by Cullian Sing and Kelleram, He has referred your 
Lordſhips to the evidence of Mr. Young, Mr: Moore, and 
Mr. Anderſon. Mr. Young depoſed that the rumour was 
very general, and that in December 1780, he heard a ſpectfic 
ſum mentioned, four lacks. of rupees. Mr. Moore ſays he 


heard that the money was paid in October 1781, which muſt 
be a miſtake. Mr. Anderſon ſwears that he heard the ſame 
rumour in December 1780, and I am ſure it muſt have been 


from mere accident that the Noble and Learned Lord (unleſs 


he has been miſled by Ins ſyllabas) omitted to ſtate, the moſt | 


material part of Mr. Anderfon's evidence—the part which, 


in my mind, is deciſive upon the queſtion. Mr. Anderſon | 


fwears that in May 1781, having again heard this rumour, and 
thinking it very inconſiſtent with the character of Mr. Haft- 


ings, he mentioned the report to him. Mr. Haſtings imme - 


diately told him, not to make himſelf uneaſy, or give himſelf 


any concern about what he had heard; for whatever ſums had 


been received, had been accounted for to the Com any; that 
he thought it right to take money in that way, at the time the 


Company was in ſuch great diſtreſs, and it might not have 
been procured in any other way. The Managers did not chuſe 


to purſue this examination further, and they have adduced ne 


evidence from which your Lordſhips can conclude that the 


money might have been received publicly, as a peſhcuſh or 
nuzzerana, on behalf of the Company. I profeſs myſelf to be 


utterly ignorant of the manners and cuſtoms of the people of 
India but as this teſtimony from Mr. Anderſon remains uncon- | 


iradiched, 
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tradicted, and as Mr. Haſtings himſelf has-ſaid/im a letter pro- 
duced by the Managers, The ſources from which theſe re- 
liefs to the public ſervice have come, would never have yield- 


ed them publicly; I am bound to believe that this is the true 


ſtate of the fact, and that the renters and zemindars of Patna, 


Dinagepore, and Nuddea, from whom Mr. Haſtings pri- 
vately received near ſixty thouſand pounds in the years 1780 


and 178 7, would not have patd thoſe” ſums publicly to the 
Company, had Mr. Haſtings declined to take them, in the mode 
that they were really given. | * 32. | 


1 am afraid 1 have 3 troubled | your Lordſhips tos 


long upon this charge; but I have been the more particular, 
becauſe the Commons have charged this money to have been 
received as a bribe, in conſideration” of granting a leaſe on 
injurious terms. Tour Lordfhips ſce that the money was 


paid by inſtalments, between the 21ſt of March and the 


26th of April 1781, and on the laſt- mentioned day it was 


paid into the treaſury, as a preſent received by Mr. Haſtings 


on the Company's account. As he appears to have receixed 
the money ſolely for the Company, as there is nothing like 
evidence to prove that he at any time intended to take this 
money for himſelf; and as upon the face of the agreement with 


Cullian Sing, it appears that he was bound to the performance 
of every condition which could be required from him, for 


the advantage both of the Company and the people, and as 
his propoſals were more advantageous than thoſe tranſmitted 
by the Patna Council, I am clearly of opinion that the charge 
has not been made good, On the charge called Nundolol's 


preſent, there will hardly be a difference of opinion. 


Mr. Haſtings is next accuſed of having received a preſent of 
ten lacks of rupees from the Nabob of Oude in the month of 
September 1781 and as matter of aggravation, it was ſtated that 
the Nabob was in great pecuniary diſtreſs at the time, and 
deeply in debt to the Eaſt India Company. The charge in this 

art alſo is very inaccurate, for the evidence adduced by the 

lanagers proves, that above one third of this preſent was made 
by the Nabob's' miniſters. It is by no means proved that the 
Nabob was in a ſtate of great pecuniary diſtreſs; that his pub- 
lic finances were in very great diſorder, and that they had been 
lo from 1775 to 17815 is out of all queſtion; but if your Lord- 
faips will look to the correſpondence of the ſeveral reſidents, 
you will ſee, that next to the diforders occafioned'by the Begum 
withholding the public treaſures from tke public ſervice, the 
diſtreſſes of the Nabob's government were owing to the very 
arge ſum that he required for his privy purſe, It is in exi- 
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dence that in the economy of his houſehold, he would neither 
permit his miniſters, nor the Britiſh reſident, to interfere. A 
ſovereign may be very rich, when the ſtate is poor; and I think | 
it much more probable that the Nabob himſelf was in very 
affluent circumſtances, than in a ſtate of great pecuniary diſtreſs, 
But the queſtion for your Lordſhips to conſider will be, 
whether, under all the circumſtances of the caſe, it was criminal 
in Mr. Haſtings, to receive a preſent of ten lacks of rupees, 
and to apply it as he did to the Company's ſervice. In this, as in 
every other inſtance of the preſents, Mr. Haſtings affords the 
Managers all the information that they have given to your 
Lordſhips. It appears then, that between the 11th and 1gth 
of September 1791, Mr. Haſtings received from the Nabob 
and his miniſters a preſent of ten lacks of rupees, of the cur- 
rency of Oude, in bills. It appears alſo that the firſt payment 
upon theſe bills was made in October, and that in the month of 
March 1782 the whole ſym was received. It appears alſo by | 


| the letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Directors, dated the 2 


of January 1782, from Patna, that ſuch ſums as to that time 


had been received, were expended in the public ſervice, and 
Mr. Haſtings aſſures the Directors that the remaining ſums 


ſhall be ſo employed. The ultimate appropriation of this pre- 
ſent he left entirely to them; adding, that if they adjudge it 
to him, he ſhall receive it with gratitude. - The Directors had 
the power to do it, in the ſame manner that they gave the 
prefent from Sujah Dowlah, to the army. They might have 


given the Nabob credit for it, as taken in part payment of his | 
debt to the Company, or they had the power to do, what in 


effect they did—they took it for the Company. 
My Lords, for a preſent received under ſuch circumſtances, 

fo applied as this was, and ſo ultimately appropriated by the 
- Eaſt India Company, Mr. Haſtings has been criminally ac- 


cuſed, and your Lordſhips are now to determine his guilt, or bis 


innocence. The evidence upon this charge lies in a very narrow | 


compaſs indeed, though it has been branched out very unne- 

_ ceffarily I think by the Managers, who at the commencement o 
their evidence undertook to prove that Mr. Haſtings had writ- 
ten a falſe ſtatement to the Directors on the 20th of January | 
1782, when he declared that though he had accepted the pre- 

| ſent in September 1781, and had expended ſuch ſums in the 
public ſervice as he had received, it had up to the date of his 
letter been in part only, and tardily realized. What poſſible 
end it could anſwer to Mr. Haſtings to make ſuch an affertion | 
if it were not true, I cannot conceive; and all the time that 
was ſpent in attempting ta prove the aſſertion falſe _—_— 


hi 


me, to have been very uſcleſsly waſted,” If the Noble and 


Learned Lord had not alluded. alſo. to this circumſtance, * 


ſhould not have noticed it at all, 

(The Lord Chancellor whiſpered acroſs the table that there 
was another expreſſion in the letter, a preſent of the nominal 
value of ten lacks,” which, coupled with the words tardily re- 
alized, had attracted his attention.) Lord Thurlow proceeded : 


lam much obliged: to the Noble and Learned Lord for his ex- 


lanation, but I am till as much at a loſs as ever to divine 
is meaning. The nominal value ? My Lords, the expreſſion 
is highly proper. Mr. Haſtings in September received a pre- 


ſent of ten lacks of Oude ficca rupees. That was the nominal 


value. It was made in bills, and when thoſe bills were turned 


into caſh, and that caſh; brought into Bengal currency, then 


the real value would be known; and it appears in evidence, that 
the preſent, netted ten lacks thirty-three thouſand rupees and 


a fraction, about one hundred and three thouſand pounds. 
The meaning of the words nominal value”. cannot be miſ- 
underſtood by any Noble Lord who will exerciſe his own 


judgment, TÄ—:88 
f the Learned 1 *, who aflzrted that beſore the 20th 
of January 1782, the whole of this preſent had been received, 
except a ſmall balance, could have proved his aſſertion true, 
I know not to what uſe. he could have applied a fact ſa 
But, my Lords, it has happened in. this, as in ſo many other 


inſtances, that Mr, Haſtings is completely juſtified: by the pro- 


ſecutors evidence. 


Mr. Wright from the India Houſe produced the Bengal 
General Journal for the year 1781-2. All the Bengal an- 


| nual accounts commence on the 1ſt of May, of one year, 
and cloſe on the 3oth- of April of the next year, This 


General Journal contained an account of the payment of 


the Nabob's preſent, and jt appeared that in October, No- 
vember, and December 1781, a part of this preſent had 


been paid, not à half of the whole. Your Lordſhips will 
agree therefore that the expreſſion of Mr. Haſtings, up to this 


period of time, was very correct. It further appears that in 


January 1782, the ſum of four lacks fifty: nine thouſand 


ſeven hundred twenty-ſeven rupees and a. fraction was re- 


ceived, and the balance, which was ſeventy thouſand rupees, 


was completely liquidated in the two following months. But, 


my Lords, after all this trouble had been taken, it was to no 
purpoſe; for though the Manager profeſſedly called Mr. 
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Wright to prove that this preſent; exeept'a'ſmiall- balan, 

Was actually received prior to-the 2o0thiof January 1782, an 

though he perſiſted to the laſt in aſſertiug that the fact wy 
proved, your Lordſhips; whe judge from evidence, will {cc 
that the account proves nothing- Mr. Wright could not 
tell you from his Journal on what day in January the great 


payment was made; and your Lordſhips, as im partial judges, 
Will rather believe it was ſubſequent to the-2zoth of January, 
than prior to that day; though}; from too much zeal, too much 
prejudice, or too little attention to the cauſe, the Managers 
thought 195 9 to aſſert what they could not prove. To the 
charge itſelf, the point is not of tlie fmalleſt confequence, nor 
can the ingenuity of man conceive any end that could have 
been attained by the tranſmiſſion to the Directors of ſo filly a 
falſehood, as the Managers have imputed to Mr. Haſtings, 
But, my Lords, the production of this General Journal for the 
purpoſe that I have ſtated, has placed a piece of evidence in 
the Appendix to the Minutes, that ſtrikes the Noble and Learn- 
ed Lord in a point of view ſo uncommon, that the Managers, 
with all their ſagacity, have not ſeen it in the ſame light. 
By turning to page 1158, your Lordſhips will fee that Mr. 
Wright, after he had produced the General Journal that I have 
already mentioned, was aſked if the book contained an ac- 


eount of the expenditure as well as of the receipt of the Na- 


bod's preſent. He ſaid it did and he read ſeveral items of the 
expenditure, According to your Lordſhips rule, the whole ac- 
count of the expenditure as well as the receipt was entered 
in the Appendix, and you will find it in page 606 to 628. 
Referring to this account, the Noble and Learned Lord ſays, 
that Mr, Haſtings appears not to have accounted for one lack 
and a half of rupees of the Nabob's preſent, and that there are 
amongſt the diſburſements, four lacks ſent to the reſident of Be- 
nares, which ſums might have been paid back again to Mr. Haſt- 
ings. © I profeſs, my Lords, I was very much aſtoniſhed indeed 
to hear ſuch a remark from ſuch a quarter. In the firſt place 
it applies to no matter in charge. It does not even apply to 
any obſervation that fell from the Managers, who did not call 
Mr. Wright in order to inquire about the balance, but to prove 
the unimportant fact el have already too much enlarged upon. 
The ground now taken by the Noble and Learned Lord could not 
poſſibly have occurred to Mr. Haſtings or to his counſel; but 
your Lordſhips, by turning to the Appendix, will ſee the calc 
in a moment. It contains the Durbar accounts of Mr. Haſt- 
ings for one complete year, 1781-2. The nature of this ac- 


count I will endeavour to explain. The Governor General is 


intruſted with a variety of public ditburſements, independent 


of 
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of the Board ſecret ſervices the pay and entertainment of 


foreign miniſters—preſents—kellauts, &c. To meet (theſe 
diſburſements, the Governor General applies to the Council 
for money, whichihe cannot receive, but by their order on the 
treaſury ; for though Mr. Haſtings received preſents while he 
was abſent from Calcutta, and gave the Company eredit for 
them, yet, when in Calcutta, he paid all his preſents into the 


treaſury, from whence he could not draw them again. 


It appears then 1 account in the Appendix, that 
between the 1ſt of May 1781, and the 3oth of April 1782; 

Mr. Haſtings received the ſum of fifteen lacks, twenty-two 
thouſand, ſeven hundred forty-ſix rupees and a fraction. Of 
this ſum only fifty thouſand rupees was received from the 
treaſury, The remainder conſiſted of the preſents that he 
received, or money borrowed at Benares, and from the re- 
ſident at Oude. His expendituro for the public ſervice in the 
ſame period is thirteen lacks ſeventy-eight thouſand one 
hundred twenty-ſix rupees and a fraction. This, your Lord- 
ſhips obſerve, leaves a balance of nearly a lack and a half of 
rupees in his hands, belonging to the Company. If a ſuſpi- 


cion had even been hinted during the trial, that this balance 


was unaccounted for, he moſt undoubtedly would have pro- 
duced the Durbar account for the next year; and the firſt 
article entered in May 1782, would have been this lack and 
a half as againſt Mr. Haſtings. I had the curioſity to look at 
the Durbar accounts down to the iſt of February 1785, when 
he quitted India, and I find that they are exactly balanced. 
I believe, my Lords, I have now mentioned all the evidence 
that is of any moment in the three charges; I mean the pre- 
ſents from Patna, Nundolol, and the Nabob Vizier: They are 
all, ſtrictly ſpeaking, of the fame deſcription. They were all re- 
ceived by Mr. Haſtings, as he ſtates, for the Company, at a 
period of great public diſtreſs: They were all entered in the. 
treaſury books under the head of Durbar charges, that ie, 
preſents received by Mr. Haſtings on the Company's ac- 
count. That they have been faithfully applied to the pub- 
lie ſervice is not to be diſputed, and, in my judgment, 
there is nothing in the evidence that can induce your Lordſhips 
to believe he received theſe preſents corruptly 3 that is, I can- 
not think we are warranted either by evidence or by fair in- 
ference to believe that to be true, which the Managers ſo 
ſtrenuouſly urged I mean, my Lords, that at the time theſe 
preſents were received, Mr. Haſtings did intend to take them 
to himſelf, though he afterwards changed his intentions, and 
gaye them to the Company. If in my conſcience I drew ſuch 
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8 concluſion, or if I thought that for a fingle moment he en- 

tertained ſuch an idea; I ſhould at once pronounce him 
| The Patna preſent, as your Lordſhips will recollect, was paid 


into the public treaſury on the 26th of April 1781, under 

the head of Durbar charges, ſo that Mr, Haſtings had no 

longer any concern with it. He could not draw. the money 
out of the treaſury again, and the receipt appears by the trea- 

_ fury books which arrived in England in July 1782. The two 
preſents from the Nabob and Nundolol were accounted for in 
the manner that I have already ſtated to your Lordſhips, while 

He was abſent from Calcutta. T 
| "The preſent from Nobkiſſen, which is the only one remain- 
ing, ſtands upon a ground ſomewhat different; for though it 
was certainly received for the Eaſt India Company, and the 
appropriation of it was left completely in their power, yet it was 
attended, in the mode of receipt, with circumſtances which do 
diſtinguiſh it from the other receipts of preſents. In ſo far 
I perfectly agree with the Noble Earl (Mansfield), whoſe opi- | 
nions I am at all times diſpoſed to conſider with the utmoſt at- 
_ tention, an attention to which they are fully entitled, not leſs | 
from the weight which the high character of the Noble Earl 
gives to them, than from the dignified and temperate language, 

o highly becoming a judge, in which he delivers his ſentiments | 
to your Lordſhips. The Noble Earl conceives that each 
receipt of a preſent by Mr. Haſtings was a breach of the law, 
but that the known and urgent neceſſities of the Public at the 
time the preſents were received, and their appropriation to the | 

relief of thoſe neceſſities, juſtified the receipt of every preſent, 
except the laſt. In the laſt inſtance the Noble Earl ſays, that 

Mr. Haſtings took the money, if not for his own uſe, certainly 

for his own conveniency. J 

The charge ſets forth, that in the year 1783 Mr. Haſtings 

firſt fraudulently ſolicited as a loan, from N obkiflen, the ſum of 

three lacks of rupees; that he afterwards corruptly retained 

it as a gift or preſent, under the pretence of diſcharging cer- 

_ tain expences which he had no 9 to incur either before 

or fince, and that he has not produced ſufficient youchers to 

_ juſtify his charges. | HT 'Y 


4 


The Managers, on firſt opening it, declared that they ſhould | 
offer no evidence upon it :=Zx ore tuo the juſtification or 
condemnation ſhall proceed: In the progreſs of the trial, how- 
ever, further Evidence was given by the Managers, and I will 

endeavour to ſtate to your Lordſhips the reſult of the whole, a 

varices my Twas: ⁰ RE et. Mr | 
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of rupees from Nobkiſſen! ! ET 

1 will take the liberty to tall your attention 
adduced by the Managers, in audi} aka the falſehood of 
this aſſertion.” It is the more neceſſary; becauſe tlie Noble and 
Learned Lord has expreſſed his ſurpriſe that the Governor Ge- 


A 
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Mr. Haſtings ſays, that in 1783, beitig in want of money 
for his private expences, owing to the Company not Having 
caſh in their treaſury to pay his falary, he borrowed three lacks 


GI IE 


n to the evidence 


- neral ſhould have any arrear of ſalary due to him, and in ſu 


a manner as to convey an'idea to 
Noble and Learned Lord very 


your Lordſhips, that the 
much doubted whether a Go- 


vernor General could ſuffer his ſalary to run in arrear; T 


admit it to be an extraordinary caſe. Poſſibly Mr. Haſtings. 


conceived that when the different armies in India were endur- 
ing the deepeſt diſtreſs for their ſubſiſtence, when the officers 
had coined their plate to ſupport their ſoldiers as long as they 
could be ſupported by ſuch a reſource, and when the ci- 
vil eſtabliſhments were many months in arrears, it would not 


be very decent or laudable in him, to exert the influence which 


his ſtation certainly gave him, in order to be paid in caſh, month 
by month. Of the fact your Lordſhips can have no doubt, 


ſince the Managers in this, as in ſo many other inſtances, have 


effectually juſtified Mr. Haſtings by the evidence which they 


produced. 


Whether your Lordſhips are to give credit to the 


Managers for an extraordinary degree of candour, or to be- 
lieve that thoſe prejudices which naturally attach upon proſe- 
cutors have perverted” their judgment, or whether they have 
trulted the production of their evidence entirely to their agents, 


and were as ignorant as your Lordſhips of its contents, until 


read at your bar, IJ know not, nor is it of much moment to 


us to diſcover; but, by turning to page 1252 of your Minutes; 


your Lordſhips will find an account of all the payments made 
to Mr. Haſtings under the head of ſalary in the year 1783. 


You will fee that he did not receive the ſalary due to him for 
January, until the month of Auguſt: So that in truth he was 


leren months in arrear until that payment was made: 
Lordſhips will ſee that his ſalary for February and March was 
paid in September, not in caſh but by transfer; that is, by a 
treaſury order, or paper, which might indeed be turned into 
caſh, at the diſcount of the day; and I believe thoſe transfers at 
that time bore a diſcount of ten or twelve per cent. The account 
s continued; and your Lordſhips will ſee, if you take the trouz 
ble to turn to it, that in the whole of the year 1783, Mr. Haſt= 
ings received but one month's ſalary in caſh; that was for the 
month of Januar | 
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y, and it was paid to him in Avguſt; 
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Commons, and the Noble and Learned Lord fays it mult be 
taken as the true ſtate of the tranſaction. It was written by | 


to thoſe bonds; that he gave them after Mr. Haſtings had ex- 
ecuted them to a ſircar of Cantoo Baboo's, to carry them to 


until the month of February 1784, when he made an entry in 


the moment he transferred it to the Company. That Nobkiſ- 
ſen was in poſſeſſion of the bonds appears clear to me from 
Mr. Larkins's evidence; When they were returned to Mr. Hall- | 
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The next point is, my Lords, that Mr. Haſtings deſired Nob. 
kiſſen to call upon him with a bond properly filled up; but as 
he was going to execute it, Nobkiſſen requeſted him rather to 
accept the money, than to execute the bond. He neither, a 
he ſays, accepted nor refuſed the preſent, and his mind re- 
mained ſuſpended until he went to Lucknow in 1784, when he 
determined to accept the preſent for the Company. 

his is the account given by Mr. Haſtings to the Houſe of | 


himſelf, he ſays, is very ſhort, and involves in it little of argu- 

ent, or detail. On the point of fact 1 wiſh to ſet the Noble and 
Learned Lord right: It is clearly in proof that this part of the 
defence of Mr. Haſtings was not written by himſelf, but by : 

entleman of the name of Baber ; and your Lordſhips, by re- 
ns to the evidence of Mr. Scott, which is very full and 
diſtinct, will obſerve, that the general introduction, the charges 
called the Rohilla war, and the King's tribute, were all that 
Mr. Haſtings wrote himſelf. I mention this in order to ac- 
count for the very looſe, general, and inaccurate manner, in 
which the tranſaction is related. Undoubtedly, my Lords, if | 
we had. had no other evidence, I ſhould not think any Noble 
Lord determined improperly if he concluded that in fact Mr. 
Haſtings took the money from Nobkifſen without piving him 
any ſecurity of any kind for it: But Mr. Larkins, whom the 
Managers themſelves examined at very conſiderable length to 
this point, clearly and diſtinctly told your Lordfhips, that lie 
knew there were two bonds at leaſt, executed; that it was by 
no means certain that he himſelf was not a ſubſcribing witnels 


Nobkiſſen; that theſe three lacks of rupees were entered in 
the private books of Mr, Haſtings as a loan, for which bonds 
were granted, and that they remained in that ſtate in his books 


the books to correſpond, exactly with the letter which Mr. 
Haſtings wrote in that month to the Court of Directors. From 
that time ir became a preſent made to Mr. Haſtings, and ac- 
cepted by him for the Company. He became accountable, } 
conſequently, to them for this preſent. 3 
There is no evidence from which your Lordſhips can con- 
clude that Mr. Haſtings determined to take the money, until 


ings Wi 
* 


S a rr 


ings by Nobkifſen does not appear, though Mr. Larkins-fiys it 
was long after they were ſent to him. There certainly is no 
ground to conclude that this loan was fraudulently ſolicfted as 
the charge, ſtates, nor do I well comprehend the meaning of 
the word here. Mr. Haſtings borrowed money, and gave a le- 
gal ſecurity for it, The party from whom the money was bor- 


 rowed retained pofſeſfion of that ſecurity until he yoluntarily 


ſurrendered it. Mr. Larkins believes that Mr. Haſtings bor- 


| rowed this money to pay off other bonds, becauſe, ſays the 


witneſs, Mr. Haſtings was perpetually embarraſſing himſelf by 


doing acts of kindneſs to others. 


The latter part of the charge is very material for yout Lord- 
ſhips conſideration. Mr. Haſtings in effect is accuſed of con- 


verting this money to his own uſe, under a falſe pretence. Tt 5 
is ſaid that he had no authority to contract the expences which 


he oppoſed to theſe three lacks, before he made the charge upon 
the Company; that he has had no authority ſince, and that he 


| has not produced ſufficient vouchers to juſtify him in making 
| ſuch a charge upon the Company. FT 


The caſe will ſtand perfectly clear when fairly ſtated from 
the evidence. Mr. Haſtings admits, in February 1784, that he 
has in his hands three lacks of rupees, the property of the 
Company. He ſubmits to the juſtice of the Company certain 
demands, which he has upon them, to the amount of thoſe three 
lacks of rupees. My Lords, it depended upon the Company 


to allow them or net, as they pleaſed. The nature of the de- 


mands is explained moſt clearly. The accounts are minutely 
particular; and Mr. Haſtings, ſo far from affecting diſguiſe, 
very fairly and candidly tells the Company, that when theſe 


expences were incurred, he had no idea of charging them to 


the Company. His words are fo clear, and convey his ſenti- 
ments ſo fully, that I will beg leave to read the remainder of 
the ſentence” from the letter itſel ?! 2880 l 

Improvident for myſelf, zealous for the honour of my 
country, and the credit and intereſt of my employers, I ſeldom 


permitted any proſpects of 1 to enter into the views of 


my private concerns. In the undiſturbed exerciſe of the facul- 


| ties which appertained to the active ſeaſon of my life, I con- 


find all my regards to my public character, and reckoned on a 
fund of years to come, for its duration. The infirmities of life 
have ſince ſucceeded, and 1 have lately received more than one 
ſevere warning to retire from a ſcene, to which my bodily 
ſtrength is no longer equal, and which threatens me with a cor- 
reſponding decay, in whatever powers of mindT once poſſeſſed, 
to diſcharge the laborious duties-and hard viciſſitudes of my ſta- 
ion. With this change in my condition I am compelled to 

| . depart 
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depart from that liberal plan which I originally adopted, and to 
claim from your juſtice, for you have forbid me to appeal to 
your generoſity, the diſcharge of a debt, which I can, with the 
moſt ſcrupulous integrity, ayer to be juſtly my due.“ | 
Tour Lordſhips will determine, whether in point of fact 
Mr. Haſtings went one ſtep beyond what he: himſelf ſtates; 
* 1 humbl Tabmit (he ſays in the ſame letter) the. propriety of 
carrying theſe expences to your account.” He elearly leſt it 
to the Company to allow them or not: Suppoſe for a moment 
they had ſaid, *© You ought to have made theſe demands 
month by month. We will not admit a contingent bill of ſo 
many years ſtanding.” In that event Mr. Haſtings muſt have 
repaid to the Company thoſe three lacks of rupees, their pro- 
perty, which he retained in his hands: But the charge adds, 
that he has had no authority fnce, My Lords, what is the 
period of time within which a demand, not objected to, ſhall 
15 taken as fairly admitted? The letter, and the account in 
gueſtion, arrived in England in September 1784. What were 
the Directors about? What were the King's India minilters 
doing? A pointed reference, an appeal to their juſtice, was 
made by Mr, Haſtings. It was their duty to have diſallowed 
theſe charges immediately, if they-were improperly made.—lt | 
was their duty to call for vouchers or further information, if 
further information was neceſſary. By doing neither the one 
nor the other, they admitted the demands to be perſectly fair 
and reaſonable, and in effect they audited, the accounts. The 
counſel of Mr, Haſtings have proved that his ſucceſſors have | 
made ſimilar charges, and upon rather a larger ſcale of ex- 
pence 3 they have made them, I admit, my Lords, wiſely and 
properly, month by month, and have received the amount as 
regularly as their ſalaries. Had Mr. Haſtings, acted with 
equal prudence. and propricty, he not only would have been 
paid the full amount of the charge that he drew out in 1784, 
85 he would have had a conſiderable benefit from the intereſt 
accruing upon the ſeveral ſums, in the courſe of ſo many 
Fears 73 | 5 975 

. I have now gone through this very important article of the 
charge. I have ſtated the effect of the evidence as it ſtrikes my 
mind, and at a length which I am afraid has. too much trel- 
paſſed upon your Lordſhips indulgence. On the laſt caſe, that 
of Nobkiſſen, your Lordſhips have had more information from 
Mr. Larkins than you - poſſeſſed before. He ſatisfactori) 
enough, I think, accounted for the èmbarraſſments of Mr. Halt- 
ings. It might, indeed, very naturally excite ſurpriſe, that? 
man, aſter poſſeſſing the government of Bengal for ſo man) 
FFI Ang. Wig was not. perionaly expentires. faould wart © 
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any time, to borrow money. My Lords, I think it reflects diſ- 


character, and that he ought to have left Bengal fairly and ho- 


nourably, poſſeſſed of four hundred thouſand pounds, from the 


known, allowed emoluments of his office, and the aceumulat- 
ing intereſt, upon his fortune. Mr. Larkins has told you, my 
Lords, that he never could get Mr . Haſtings to attend to his 


private a{fairs, and he has told you, alſo, that he was perpetually 


embarraſſing himſelf by doing acts of kindneſs to individuals. 
The Commons, it is true, have charged, that the ſeveral;crimi- 
nal acts alledged in the articles, were done with a view of ac- 


quiring for himſelf exorbitant wealth; but when his counſel 
called the gentleman, who managed his money affairs in Eng- 


land, on a joint truſt with Sir Francis Sykes and Mr. Waller, 
and hen that gentleman diſtinctly ſtated the amount of his 
fortune at different periods, and when he further ſtated that he 
neither knew nor did he believe that Mr. Haſtings remitted 


any money to England, or to Europe, except to theſe three 
gentlemen, the Managers did not think proper to als him a 


lingle queſtion. Mr., Larkins, as your Lordſhips know, ma- 


naged his money concerns in India. He alſo was examined 


at conſiderable length on all other points by the Managers, ex- 
cept as to the amount of the private fortune of Mr. Haſtings. 
Your Lordſhips therefore can have no reaſon from the evi- 


dence: to doubt the truth of Mr. Haſtings's repreſentation, 
that in conſidering the ſtate of his fortune in ae | 
1 


he determined to ſubmit to the Company the demand which 
he conceived to be juſtly due to him, and at the ſame time he 
determined to accept as a preſent, what to that moment he had 


conſidered as a loan. How far Mr, Haſtings acted ftrictly 


right in transferring to the Company a prefent,,which.from 
gratitude and perſonal attachment was made to himſelf, is not 


a matter in charge, and therefore I {hall not dwell at all upon 


it. I have underſtood that Nobkiſſen was the Perſian pre- 
ceptor of Mr. Haſtings, ſo. far back as the year 1750, when 
they were both very young men; and that Nobkiſſen was in- 


debted for his elevation, his preſent high rank and great 


fortune, to his early connexion with, Mr. Haſtings, which in- 
troduced him to the notice of Lord Clive, during whoſe ad- 
miniſtration he only ſtood inferior; in point of emoluments, or 
in political conſequence, to Mahomed Reza Cawn - 

here are two points of view, my Lords, in which the Ma- 
nagers have conſidered the ſecond part of the charge of pre- 
ſents, I. have already {ſtated to Our Lordſhips why, in my 
opinion, it is impoſſible to 3 r them as bribes; in fact, 
bor being ſo charged, we cannot. ſo determine upon tem. 
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mz WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lon | 
The Managers, and particularly the Manager (Mr. Fox) 
who ſu med up the evidence in reply, contended, that from 
the con adictory accounts which Mr. Haſtings had piven of 
theſe preſents, it was clear that he intended for a time to keep 
them to his own uſe. I draw the (contrary concluſion from 
the evidence undoubtedly. - It is abſolutely impoſſible that 
guilty man would have diſplayed the eagerneſs to diſcover his 
own guilt that Mr. Haſtings has done. The contradictions 
rove exceſſive careleſſneſs indeed, but acquit him of every | 
uſpicion of corruption, in my mind. If any Noble Lord con- 
ceives from the evidence and the fair inference ariſing from it, 
that Mr. Haſtings at the time he took theſe preſents did nx 
Bona fade apply them to the Company's ſervice, then moſt un- 
queſtionably he took them corruptly, and no fubſequent ap- 
propriation of them to the public ſervice can wipe away his 
o e On OS 
The Noble and Learned Lord is certainly miſtaken in calling 
Nobkiſſen a money-lender, ſuppoſing him to apply the expreſ- 
fion in the ſenſe generally attached to it. | 
The next point that the Managers ſtated, and which ſeems | 
to meet the opinion of the Noble Earl (Mansfield), is, that theſe | 
preſents, though received with the pureft intention, and 
though applied, as Mr. Haſtings ſays they were, immediately 
to the public ſervice, were received in breach of a poſitive law, 
and conſequently Mr. Haſtings muſt be convicted of a breach 
My Lords, I am not reduced to the neceſſity of troubling 
vou long upon this part of the caſe. I ſhall only ſay that it 
xs clearly in evidence that the King's miniſters, the Court of 
Directors, and every perſon in India, put a different conftruc- } 
tion upon the law; but whether they were right or wrong, a 
doubt does not remain as to the repeal of the law alluded to 
by the Manager. Prior to the 1ſt of January 1787, Mr. Hatt- 
ings might have been proſecuted or impeached for the mere 
receipt of preſents under the Act of 1973, and it would then 
Have been an argument, whether the Act of 1973 meant to 
exclude a Governor General from receiving preſents, and ap- 
Propriating them to the public ſervice. But the clauſe on 
Which the Manager relied, being repealed prior to the Impeach- } 
ment; certainly the mere breach of the law is no longer 4 
queſtion ; And if your Lordfhips are of opinion that Mr. Haft- 
ings received theſe ſeveral preſents, intending at the time he 
did receive them to apply the whole to the public ſervice, he | 
muſt be acquitted. I am juſtified in my opinion, upon this | 
point, by very great authorities, and T have no heſitation in 
affirming that the clauſe of the Act of the 13th, which rende, 
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| ed the receipt of preſents an indictable offence, is wholly re- 


Commons have made good the firſt article, in ſo far as relates 


| acks, o p d 3hT ann e 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that having, when their Lordſhips 
| }aft ſat in the Committee, taken up a conſiderable !.,rtion of 
their time in going through the various charges, which the 
Noble and Learned Lord had ſo circumſtantially detailed, he 
did not riſe to go over them again, but to ſhew their Lord- 
| ſhips that according to the ſtatements to be collected from the 
evidence, and from the defence of Mr. Haſtings, it did not 
appear that the whole of the money received from Kelleram 
and Cullian Sing, from Nundolol and from Dinagepore, had 
been accounted for by the Defendant. - His Lordſhip then re- 
| capitulated the parts of the evidence, to which he had referred 
| in his former ſpeech on the ſubject, and contended. that 
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giren in proof in Weſtminſter Hall, or argued upon as matter 
of inference, amounted to any thing demonſtrative, that the 
aggregate receipt had been entirely appropriated to the Com- 
pany's ſervice. He reminded their Lordſhips, that he had on 
the former day ſhewn that there were two different ways of 
making up an account of the appropriation of the whole of 
the money taken in the inſtances he had mentioned: According 
to one of them only, five lacks and a half out of nine could be 
ſtated to be brought to account, and applied to the Company's 
ſervice; according to the other, ſix lacks might be fuppoſed to 
be 5 8 * be | + 

pon the queſtion being put, the Chairman declared the 
Me. Contents bad it. 7 6 | 
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money received from Nundolol—when the Chairman again de- 
cared the Not- Contents had it. 7 


preſent from the Nabob Vizier. 8 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that he would make no obſervation 
on this charge, having already troubled their Lordſhips too 
long upon it; but he roſe to reply to what had fallen from 
the Noble and Learned Lord relative to the account of Durbar 
charges; and he till contended, that from choſe accounts it 
clearly appeared that from the preſents received by Mr. Haſt- 
ngs there was a balance of nearly a lack and a half of rupees: 
in his hands, unaccounted for that this Durbar account was 
not ſent home until October 1783; therefore it was clear Mr. 
Ta 5 . d 2 Haſtings, 
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743 
pealed by the Act of: the 24th of his preſent Majeſty. I ſhall 
| therefore only detain your Lordſhips while I move, © that the 


to a preſent, or obligation, received from Kelleram for four 


nothing the Noble and Learned Lord had either alledged as 


Lird Thurlow then moved 2 ſecond queſtion, reſpecting the 


Lird Thurkaw moved a third queſtion on the ſubject of the 
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Haſtings, to that time, had tlie money in his hands; and for 
ought that appeared, he had it at this moment. . 
Mr. Cowper (the Clerk aſſiſtant) whiſpered: acroſs the table, 
that the Managers had not produeed the Durbar accounts, in 
order to ſhew that any balance remained in Mr. Haſtings | 
hands, but to prove that on the 2oth of January 1782, Mr, 
_ Haſtings had received nearly the whole of the Nabob's preſent, | 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he was obliged to Mr. Cowper | 
for his information, that he was well aware of the purpoſe 
for which the Managers introduced it; but being evidence, it 
was open to him to ſtate to the Court the ſenſe in which it | 
ſtruck him, and the effect it had upon his mind. 
Lord Thurlocu. My Lords, I am ſorry again to intrude upon 
your Lordſhips; but this is a matter which has been ſo very 
much miſconceived by the Noble and Learned Lord, that I am | 
anxious to explain it, which I truſt 1 ſhall be able to do com- 
pletely to his ſatisſaction, ſince, from the high ſituation which 
he now fills, and which I had formerly the honour to hold, we 
have been continually in the habit of: confidering the nature of | 
accounts. In the preſent caſe, I do not admit, that evidence, 
produced for one purpoſc, can be conſidered in another point 
of view. If the Commons had believed that Mr. Haſtings 
had not fairly accounted to the Company for all the preſents 
thar he received, they undoubtedly would have made the omil- 
ſion a matter of charge, and it would have been a very ſerious | 
_ accuſation. ' But it does not appear that” either the Managers 
or the Commons conceived, there was ground even to tuſpect | 
that Mr. Haſtings had not bana ide accounted for all the pre- 
ſents to the Company. Is it to be believed that the Court of 
Directors or the Board of Controul would have aſked no e 
planation of Mr. Haſtings, if it appeared on the face of a pub- 
lic account that Mr. Haſtings had a lack and a halt of rupecs 
belonging to them in his poſſeſſion? Tour Lordſhips will ſce 
that theſe accounts only go to a given period, from the iſt of 
May 1781, to the 3oth of April 1782, and in that given period 
it appears that Mr. Haſtings received about one hundred and 
fifty thouſand pounds of the public money, and expended in 
the public ſervice about one hundred and thirty-five thouſand 
pounds; conſequently, in the accounts of the next year, he mult | 
either have expended fifteen thouſand pounds in the public fer- | 
vice, or he mult have paid that ſum into the treaſury. From the 
inſtant he charged Fimſelf with the receipt of one hundred 
and fiſty thouſand pounds, the Council in Bengal, and the 
Company at home, would take care that he paid that money 
into the treaſury,” or accounted for the expenditure of it in 


the public ervice. Had a doubt been even hinted.on this . 
Er Reb | 5 . h * 
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ject, while the parties were at your Lordſhips bar, the produc- 


tion of Mr. Haſtings's Durbar accounts for the next year 
would have removed them inſtantly; for in May 1782, he 
charges himſelf with the balance of fifteen thouſand pounds, 
and ſatisfactorily accounts for it, in the ſucceeding months. 


But the Noble and Learned Lord ſays, that this account is not 


ſent home until October 1783, and conſoquent]y, Mr. Haſtings 
retained the balance to that time. I am ſure the Noble and 


Learned Lord will immediately difcover his error. The book 


produced by Mr. Wright was the Bengal General Journal for 


the year 1781-2. Though it is the cuſtom to ſend home, as 


appears by Mr. Larkins's letters, running treaſury accounts 


every year, if not by every ſhip, yet the general books are al- 


ways conſiderably in arrear; and this General Journal, which 


is a book of great ſize, containing many hundred pages, of 
which the Durbar account occupies only from the 280th to 


the 303d page, was not ſent to England until October 1783, 


and on that day its contents were authenticated by the ſig- 
natures of the Governor General and Council. But the 
Learned Lord will fee in a moment that it is not an account 


down to October 1783; it begins on the 1ſt of May 1781, and 


ends the goth of April 1782. Jam ſure the Learned Lord 
huſt now fee what an erroneous opinion he has formed. | 
The Lord Chancellor roſe again, and ſtill ſeemed to think 


that his former argument had not been fully anſwered, and that 
there yet remained a lack and a half of the Vizier's preſent, 


unaccounted for by the Defendant. _ 
De Archbiſhop of York roſe the moment the Lord Chancel- 
lor had ſat down; he ſaid, that in his time he had been a 


great reader of ancient hiſtory, and the prefent converſation 


reminded him of the caſe of Cato the cenfor, one of the 


honeſteſt, and the beſt men, that the Roman republic had ever 
produced, Yet that great man, aſter having filled the firſt 


oſfiees in the ſtate with the higheſt reputation, was impeached. 


ile was impeached forty times, and he wag attacked by a fac- 
tous demagogue of his day, relative to the item of an account. 
When laſt impeached, he was eighty years of age, and he re- 
minded his proſecutors, that a generation of men that had not 


witneſſed his ſervices, were proſecuting him for trifles. What 


was the caſe of Mr. Haſtings? No confideration for his high 


character no conſideration for his ſplendid and important 


krvices—for the eſteem, love, and veneration, in which he was 


held by the millions that he governed for ſo many years. Bo | 


my Lords, he is treated not as if he were a gentleman wh 
caule is before you, but as if you were trying a-horſe-ſtealer. 
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obediently and contumaciouly; and to bring them freely and 
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. The Lord Chancellor immediately roſe, and ſaid there wa 


no Noble Lord 2 who felt greater reſpect for the talents 


and virtues of the Learned Prelate than he did, or who was 
more diſpoſed to conſider with attention any thing that fell 
from. ſo reſpectable a quarter. But he truſted the Learned 
Prelate would conſider the ſituation in which he as well as 
their Lordſhips ſtood at that moment. Thoſe who conſidered ! 
the ſervices of the gentleman whoſe caſe was before them, to 
be as ſplendid and important as the Learned Prelate conceived 
them to be, would have acted wiſely in not preferring the pre- 
ſent Impeachment, undoubtedly, provided they could have pre. 
vented its being preferred at all, But in the prefent ſtage of 


the proceeding their Lordſhips were precluded from faying 


one word of the ſervices of Mr. Haſtings, and ſtill more were 

they precluded from taking them into conſideration. They 
were trying the caſe alledged, and not the perſon of Mr. Haſt- 
ings. He was impeached on certain ſpecific charges, and their 
Lordſhips were now. to determine between the Proſecutors 


and the Defendant, as judges, taking into their conſideration | 


the whole of the evidence. It had been determined, and very 


wiſely in his opinion, to take the charges point by point. While 


he was delivering his ſentiments on any one of thoſe points, | 
he naturally confined his remarks to the ſubject before him, 
and in ſo diſcharging his conſcience, he could not ſuffer his 
reſpect for any Noble Lord, however high that reſpect might 
be, to draw him aſide from the ſtrict line of his duty; but at 
the ſame time he could afſure the Learned Prelate that he 
meant no more than to give his ſentiments on each point to their 
Lordſhips, merely to juſtify himſelf in their opinions, for the 
yote which he ſhould ultimately give. | 7 
The queſtion was called for, and the Not- Contents had it. 
The Chairman (Lord Walſingham) then read the next 


queſtion. 


[ The Biſbop of Recheſter ſaid, he could not ſatisfy his conſcience | 


entirely as to the vote he ought to give on the reſidue of the 
$xth article, all the charges in which did not ſtand preciſely | 
on the ſame grounds. With regard ta the cuſtom of taking 


- preſents, it had been a cuſtom in the Eaſt, prevalent in all 


times; from the moſt ancient down to the times of the pre- 
Tent day. He learnt from that ſacred book, which it more | 
immediately became him, from the duties of his profethon, to 
ſtudy moſt frequently, that it was the cuſtom of the Eait 9 
bring preſents to the ruling Prince, and that the cuſtom ob⸗ 

rained to ſuch a degree, that to neglect to bring them was con. 
ſidered ſufficient to bear out the conſtruction of acting dil. 
n 
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in abundance was held a proof of the great eſteem with which 
the ſovereign ſtood with his ſubjects. The Biſhop cited the 
two following paſſages from Scripture in illuſtration of his 
argument: | | 5 

iſt Book of Samuel, xth chapter, 27th verſe: © But the 
children of Belial ſaid, How fhall this man ſave us? arid they 
deſpiſed him, and brought him no preſents, but he held his 
peace.”—(The Biſhop ſaid, the children of Belial, he preſumed, 
were the Jacobins of thoſe days.) „5 EX 

1ſt Book of Kings, xth chapter, 24th and 25th verſes: “ And 
all the earth ſought to Solomon to hear his wiſdom, which 
God had put into his heart. f 
„% And they brought every man his preſent, veſſels of ſilver, 
and veſſels of gold, and garments, and armour, and ſpices, 
horſes and mules, à rate, year by year.“ bs 

Having laid ſome ſtreſs on this proof of the cuſtom of of- 
fering and receiving preſents in the Eaſt in the moſt ancient 
times, his Lordſhip ſaid, it was not all; that the practice ſtill 
prevailed in the Eaſt; and he ſaw not how Mr. Haſtings could, 
without offence to thoſe, who offered preſents to him, refuſe 
to accept thoſe preſents; and therefore, where he received 
them in moments of great and urgent ſtate exigency, and ap- 
plied them to the Company's ſervice, he really ſaw not how he 
could reaſonably be found guilty of a high crime and miſde- 
meanour. This he thought applied to the various preſents 
received from Kelleram, Nundolol, and the Vizier; and there- 
fore he had not the ſmalleſt difficulty to ſay Not- Content to 


| thoſe charges. 


Nobkiſſen's cafe certainly ſtood on different grounds from 
the reſt. The money was there clearly proved to have been 
borrowed in the firſt inſtance for the private purpoſes and con- 
venience of Mr. Haſtings; and it-was in evidence, that he had 
executed bonds, and that they had been given to Canto Baboo 
to deliver to Nobkiſſen. It certainly does not appear in evi- 
dence, when theſe bonds were re-delivered up and cancelled, 
but neither does it appear that they were not ſo delivered up 
to Mr, Haſtings; and therefore the Committee was not en- 


titled to preſume an inference not ſupported by evidence. 


Mr. Larkins in his examination throws ſome light on the ſub- 
ject, and rather ſerves to ſhew that the bonds were regularly 
and duly executed, and afterwards- re-delivered, when Mr. 
Haſtings conſented to accept the three lacks as a preſent to the 
Company, rather than as a loan to himſelf. There was one 
point of view however in which the tranfaction might be re- 
garded, that had not, he believed, been ſuggeſted by any of 
their Lordſhips, and that certainly did not place it in the moſt 
= - FE1.2 -.: favours 
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favourable light for Mr. Haſtings: The Biſhop ſaid, he meant 
as a tranſaction between Nobkiſſen and Mr. Haſtings, as he. 
tween a man-and his friend. It could ſcarcely be imagined 
that when Nobkiſſen told Mr. Haſtings, he had rather he would 
accept the money than execute the bond, he meant to make 
it a preſent to the Company; what he meant was, in all 
human probability, to preſent it to Mr. Haſtings for his own 
private purpoſe and convenience, from a ſenſe of obligations 
that he was under-to Mr. Haſtings when he was a very young 
and obſcure man. For the Governor General therefore to 
turn the money over to the Company as a preſent to them, was 
not uſing his friend well. The tranſaction however was not 
charged in that view of it in the article, and therefore their 
rdſhips could not travel out of the Impeachment to find 
guilt in the Deſendant; they were bound to judge only of the 
facts as they were criminally charged, ſecundum allegata et 
| 83 For which, and the other reaſons he had ſtated, 
his Lordſhip declared he ſhould ſay Not- Content to the 
queſtion. . | „„ 
On the queſtion being put, the Not- Contents had it. 
3 Torspar, March 31, _ OE 
The Houſe being reſolved into a Committee at half pal? 
three, and Lord Walſingham in the chair, Lord Thurlow roſe 
to ſtate to their Lordſnips the effecł of the evidence as it ſtruck 
him, which the Commons had given on the article entitled 
Gontracts and Allowances. Your Cordſhips will obſerve (ſaid 
Lord Thurlow) that theſe charges cloſe the Impeachment; 
no evidence having been offered on the remaining articles. 1 
hope therefore that I ſhall not be under the neeeſſity of going 
into any great length upon the preſent occaſion. Your Lord- } 
ſhips will recollect, that in the preamble to the Impeachment, 
Mr. Haſtings is deſcribed as “ having entertained baſe and 
corrupt views of procuring for himſelf. and his dependents 
exorbitant wealth, and arbitrary deſigns of raiſing himſelf by 
means of the undue influence ſo acquired. to exceſſive power, 
as well to gratify his inordinate ambition as to ſecure himſelf 
from puniſhment for the many unjuſtifiable acts by him done | 
and committed,” of = e 1 
Vour Lordſhips at one time have heard the gentlemen who 
held the contracts and agencies repreſented as the dependents 
of Mr. Haſtings, and at another as perſons poſſeſſing ſuch 
owerful connexions in England, that, in providing for them, 
e looked to his own future ſecurity. ' ; | Tie 
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The Defendant is accuſed in the article now before your 
Lordſhips of a wanton waſte of the public money in five in- 
ances only, during a government of thirteen years. wy 

The bel, is the opium contract, granted to Mr. Sulivan 
in 1781. e Tags 5 | 3 
The ſecond, the bullock contract, granted to Mr. Croftes 
in 1 | 3 


T1 We third, the extra allowances to Sir Eyre Coote. x0 
The fourth, Mr. Auriol's agency for ſupplying Fort St. 
George with proviſions. — & | E 1 

And the fifth and the laſt, Mr. Belli's agency, ſor laying in 


extra proviſions, for the uſe of the garriſon of Fort William 


in the event of a ſiege, _ 3 | 
The firſt charge recites, that having granted the opium 
contract to Mr. John Mackenzie, without advertiſing 
for propoſals, Mr. Haſtings did, in the year 1781, grant 
the ſame contract to Mr. Sulivan, on terms glaringly extrava- 
gant, and wantonly profuſe, for the purpoſe of raiſing an 
inſtant fortune for Mr. Sulivan, the ſon of Lawrence Sulivan, 


| Tſq. who was then, or about that time, chairman of the Eaſt 


India Company: That  Sulivan never did execute the con- 


tract; but ſold it to a Mr. Benn, for thirty-five thouſand 


pounds, who fold it to Mr, Young, for fourteen thouſand nine 


This is the firſt, and indeed the only material article in this 
charge bee tree Yn eg ES 
it appears by the evidence, that from a very early period, 
the article of opium was a monopoly, in the hands of indi- 
viduals; and from the year 1761 to 1773, the Chief and Coun- 
cil of Patna held it, for their private emolument. | 


hundred pounds a- year. 


Mr. Haſtings, who was at Patna in the month of October 


1773, after his conference with Sujah Dowlah at Benares, 
turned his attention to this ſubject, and was the firit perſon 
who entertained the idea of converting this monopoly to the 
mw ſervice. In conſequence of his letter to the Board in 
alcutta, it was determined, in December 1773, to grant the 
excluſive monopoly to a man of the name of Mheer Muneer, 
the agent of the Patna Council, who was to furniſh all the 
opium that the Bahar province produced, at three hundred and 
twenty ficca rupees the cheſt, and to deliver it at Calcutta free 
of all charges. Suppoſing the average price of opium at the 


Furs very large profit, and it did not immediately deprive the 


Council at Patna of an emolument of office which had ex- 


nted for ſo many years, and of which they were not diſpoſ- 


In 


8 


Company's ſales to be 550 rupees the cheſt, this gave the Com- 
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1 the ſpring of 17755 the Supreme Council deliberated 


upon the mode of managing the opium monopoly in future. 


This was but a few months after the arrival of General Clayer. 
ing, Colonel Monſon, and Mr, Francis, who felt thoſe honeſt 


prejudices very ſtrongly, which the word monopoly ſo nz 


turally and juſtly excites in the breaſts of Engliſhmen. But 
after the fulleſt conſideration, they conceived with Mr. Haſt- 
ings, that, for ſome time at leaſt, opium muſt be a monopoly, 
and conſequently it was right that the Public ſhould enjoy the 


benefit of it. They wrote to the Chief and Council of Pat- 
na, requiring their ſentiments as to the beſt mode of collecting 


the optum revenue in future. Your Lordſhips will find the 
anſwer in page 2220 of the Evidence, and it is exceedingly | 


important. The Patna Board affign unanſwerable reaſons | 


why the monopoly ought to be continued, They ſtate the | 
price paid for opium lands to the farmer, the price of opium 
per maund in its firſt ſtate, the expence of manufacturing it; 


and they ſay, that by the time it is manufactured into cakes, it 
coſts the contractor from go to 110rupees a maund, that is, from 
180 to 220 rupees a cheſt. They ſay, therefore, that if it 
were contracted for by the Company at 230 or 240 rupees a 
cheſt, it would yield an immenſe profit to the Company, and 


they think, with the Jaws fully enforced _—_ ſmugolers 


of opium, three thouſand three hundred cheſts might an- 
nually be procured. W th 98 | 
They tell the Governor General that theſe obſervations are 
the reſult of the ſtricteſt inquiries, and that they have no view 
to their own private advantage in adviſing the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council to contract for the purchaſe of opium at 
230 or 240 rupees the cheſt. nie re RS 
After the receipt of this letter, Mr. Haſtings propoſed that 
the whole produce of opium ſhould be manufactured for the 
Company's uſe; that ſtrict meaſures ſhould be uſed to prevent 
ſmuggling, that the Chief and Council of Patna, or an indi- 


vidual, if the Board preferred the latter, ſhould provide all the | 


opium by agency, and be allowed a certain commiſſion, on the ſum 
ultimately netted by the Company, from the ſale of the opium 


in Calcutta. Ny Lords, this propoſition is weil worthy your | 


attention. Your Lordfſiips will find it in page 2221 ; you will 


ſee the reaſons alligned by Mr. Haſtings, for preferring 
an agency to a contract; and by carrying his principle to 
another branch of revenue, I mean the falt, in the year 1780 
he created a revenue where none exiſted befc re, and which | 


amounts now, to above nine hundred thouſand pounds 2 


year, 


15 The 
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The majority determined, however, that the opium ſhould 


not be provided by agency but by contro, and an advertiſe- 
ment was accordingly iſſued, inviting all perſons to offer pro- 


poſals. There were thirteen different offers, and the loweſt _ 


were accepted—a Mr. Griffith for the Bahar opium, and a 
Mr. Wilton for the opium, all of which 1s of an inferior 


quality, produced in Bengal. The reaſoning of the different 


members of the Board, clearly ſhews that they conceived they 
had really fixed the contract upon the faireſt terms, leaving a 
very conſiderable profit to the Company, and a very moderate 
one only to the contractor. Mr. Francis, in deſcribing the pe- 
culiar nature of this contract, and the power which the con- 
tractor was neceſſarily inveſted with, ſays, he thinks it un- 


adviſeable to engage on very low terms with any contractor. 


| beg your Lordſhips will give this remark the conſideration 


it deſerves, for I am convinced that every Member entertained 


tie ſame ſentiments, and it never did occur to any one of 
them, that the general orders of the Company for making 
contracts annual, and granting them to the lowelt bidder, 
could apply to this branch of public reyenue. _ 
Before the expiration of the year, for which period the 
contracts were granted to Mr. Griffith and Mr. Wilton, the 
Governor General and Council, on their application, conti- 
nued the contract to them for another year. Here, my 
Lords, was the firſt diſobedience of orders, and here the 
charge, on the principles in which it is drawn, - ozg/t to. have 
commenced—but the Managers and the Directors have paſſed 
lilently over this inſtance of diſobedience. _ ROT 
In the ſpring of the year 1777, Mr. Mackenzie, a gentle- 
man who was but juſt arrived in Bengal, applied to the Go- 
vernor General and Council, and offered to take the opium 
contract for three years on the terms that Mr. Griffith and 


Mr. Wilton had held it, with this difference, that he engaged | 


to pay the Company ten thouſand ficca rupees a year, as a con- 
dition for any advances of caſh that he might want, in order 
to fulfil his contract within the year. The Board inſtantly 
agreed to accept Mr, Mackenzie's propoſals. It neither oc- 
curred to General Clavering, nor to any other Member, that 
this contract ought to be expoſed again to the competition of 
the adventurers abounding in Bengal,” If it were very unad- 
viſeable, as Mr. Francis ſtates, to contract on very low terms 
n 1775, it was equally ſo in 1977 3 and the Board then con- 


teived that the fair price was fixed. 


hough General Clavering propoſed to inſert a clauſe in 
the contract of Mackenzie, that it ſhould determine, pro- 
hided the Court of Directors thought proper to abolith the 
eee 3 nn N | monopoly 
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4 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.  [Logny, 
monopoly altogether, he made no ſort of objection to the term; 
of the contract, nor to the period of three years for which it 
was granted. Yet General Clavering, of whoſe merits as x 
ſoldier, and of whoſe unſullied honour as a gentleman [ have 
the higheſt opinion, was at all times, as your Lordſhips well 
know, a ſtrenuous advocate for a literal obedience of the 
Company's orders, as to the mode of making contracts, 


Before Mr. Mackenzie's contract expired, a letter was re. 


_ ceived from the Court of Directors, dated the 23d December 
1778, to which I beg leave to refer your Lordſhips : It is in 
Page 1305 of the Evidence, and it really appears to me, that 
they took up the ſubject, which it appears from their letter 
they did not underſtand, more with a view of finding fault, 
whether with or without cauſe, than from any other motive, 
They tell the Governor General and Council that after the 
experience of two years in providing opium by contract, they 
ſhould have aſcertained! whether the price thitherto paid was 
reaſonable, by advertiſing for other propofals, or have made 
previous inquiry; but, as it appears to them they did neither, 
they muſt difapprove of their conduct on that occa.on. 
It is abſolutely impoſſible, my Lords, that the Directors 
could have written ſuch a paragraph if they had read, or having 
read, if they had conſidered, the ſteps taken by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal on this ſubject. It never occurred to the 
Directors to make the opium monopoly a branch of the public 
revenue. They were ſolely indebted for it to the care and 
attention of Mr. Haſtings, The mode propoſed by Mr. 
_ Haſtings in 17575, would have enabled the Board to knowexaCtly 


the value of opium. He propoſed to conduct the buſineſs by | 
agency, and that agency to be placed in the hands of a man of | 
honour. The Company, if his idea had been adopted, would have 


known the fufivalue of the opium monopoly, as well as under 2 
ſimilar ſyſtem adopted by Mr. Haſtings, they now know the value 


of the ſalt monopoly. The majority preferred the mode of con- 


ducting the buſineſs by contract, and Mr. Griffith got it as 
the loweſt bidder—one hundred and eighty rupees the cheſt, 


with ſome ſmall additions. Your Lordſhips will ſee that this 


was coniiderably below the price which the Patna Council 
ſuppoſed it would actually coſt the contractor. The Board 
were at leaſt juſtiſied from their information in believing, that 
they had made as good a bargain for the Company as ought to 
fave been made, conſiſtently with Mr. Francis's principle, 
which ſeems to have been the principle of every Member. 
The letter of the Directors on which the Managers laid 19 


much ſtreſs, goes upon falſe grounds, upon an 1dea thatno I 


previous inquiries had been made, when in truth every 6 
? » 8 4 


rn r 
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had been, taken to, acquire. an. 8 wedge f the. ſub» 
ect, prior to the grant of the, firſt, contract to; My; Galle. 
11 all the circumſtances therefore, Lit Ig. that. the 
vernor General and Council were clearly right. in;gra! ting 5 the 


contract to Mackenzie in 17777 without, adverti ng. 
propoſals. But, my Lords, it is neceſfary to 1 wy of 
one very material piece of evidence which the anagers 
omitted to bring forward. The letter from the 1rectors 
| arrived in Bengal at the cloſe of ,1779,, condemning Macken» 
zie's contract. In April 1780, Mr. Mackenzie, applicd to ithe 
Board for a renewal of his contract for, uche year, and 
requeſt was, inſtantly granted. The lembehs of. the Boar 
at that time were Mr. Haſtings, r. Francis, ,and: | 

15 the two laſt gentlemen ey the. e 1 
Commons, by ſome ſtrange accident, 2 gyex th 
inſtance. of giſobedience of orders; ll I Tbes been See 
Mr. Francis undoubtedly would have, 0, that the B 
had condemned Mackenzic 8 contract m under the idea 
that previous inquiries had not been made; whereas, in poi 
of fact, the ſubject had been Fad inveltigatec and cot 
quently the.condemnation being founded, on. a milapprehe 
of the Directors, hal not Wen bp, in 17805 
conſented to. renew ther contract ..t o Mac ckenzie.. 1 Ee 
Lords, it was by a very unfortunat e, accident that 


mons forgot altogether. to notice 7 eco ante NE 
Mackenzie, becauſe; it en tailings. of the 
aſiſtance which Mr. Francis could have Ven, 18. 

the meaſures? .,,c1 


L now come, to; 24 contract . Is. e 


criminal, and your ſhips will judge whether in, any, 
cr it dit ers from tho : contracts. which, 7 20k, charg 500 6 
2-41 10. "mA voY 3» 
In the month « of. fs 1781 "4 Mr. Ha propoſed 
the opium co ſhould be rates e 3 15 Nur 
55 on, the . terms that Mr. Mackenzie had 
11. of the two n being the ſame, the — a 
8 ey were, held being the YN ti Lam utterly at a 
to know on what grounds Mr. Haſt ings is ehaxged! with grant- 
ing the latter contract on 8 * glari 125 extravagant and 
wantonly profuſe.” Mr. Griffith er 
contract for two years, not as matter of favour ed r{t, 55 
but becauſe they were the loweſt of ite bidders. e 
ſecond year they held it by an act of he dla 
eil in the ſame manner that Mr. . oY oe and Mr. Sufi ulivan 
alterwards Vela. its The char e indeed. n Ah it. Was 
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granted to Mr. Sulivan for the purpoſe of creating an inſtant 


ortune for him; but there is no proof that this was the caſe; 
on the contrary, it is fully eſtabliſhed both by the poſitive de. 
nial of Mr: Haſtings, and by the evidence of Mr. Benn, that 
of the tranſaction which the Managers have proved, Mr. 
_ Haſtings was utterly ignorant. It appears that Mr. Sulivan | 
ſold this contract to Mr. Benn for thirty-five thouſand pounds, 
and that Mr. Benn reſold it to Mr. Young for fourteen thou- 
ſand nine hundred pounds a year, which gave Mr. Sulivan 
and Mr. Benn between them, a profit of fourteen thouſand 
nine hundred pounds a year, for four years. Unleſs the 
Managers could have proved that Mr. Haſtings was privy to 
this bargain and ſale, there is not a ſhadow of difference be- 
tween the contracts of Mackenzie and Sulivan. The fimple | 
_ queſtion, therefore, will be this: After the Directors had 
_ Expreſſed their diſapprobation of the firſt contract granted to 
Mr, Mackenzie, becauſe it had not been advertiſed, nor, as 
it appeared to them, had any previous inquiries been made 
to aſcertain the fair price, was it criminal in Mr. Haſtings to 
grant the contract to Sulivan for four years? I think clearly 
not; becauſe, after the receipt of the Directors letter, the 
Supreme Council gave the contract to Mackenzie for a fourtl 
year, and becauſe, as J have already ſtated to your Lordſhips, 
the Directors were manifeſtly in an error, when they ſuppoſed 
that no previous inquiries had been made to fix the fair value 
of the contract. That the Governor General and Council 
were deceived, is perfectly true; but the error was general. 
Your Lordſhips will recollect the letter of the Patna Board, 
whoſe members poſitively affirm, that opium could not be 
made, but from one hundred and eighty to two hundred and 
twenty gh pe a cheſt, the average price being two hundred | 
rupees. You have had a gentleman at_your bar, Mr. Law, 
who was many years a member of the Patna Council; he has 
told you that when it was a monopoly for the advantage of 
the Patna Council, they gave two funded rupees a cheſt for 
it, which agrees with the information of the Patna Council; 
ſo that, with all the advantage of local 'knowledge, and with 
all the influence attached to ſtation and power, they gare 
more for their opium than the Company did under the con- 
tracts of Griffith, Mackenzie, and Sulivan. I have reaſon to 
believe that the real ſecret of the profit upon opium was this, 
that the contractor bought his opium from the ryots by one 
weight, and fold it to the Company by another.. 
In truth, my Lords, there is no difference whatſoever be- 
_ tween the contracts of Mackenzie and Sulivan; both were _ 
granted, as I ſaid before, for the ſame period of time and * 


. 
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the ſame terms. The charge alledges, that Sulivan poſſeſſed 
neither knowledge nor local ſkill in that particular manu- 


facture His knowledge mult at leaſt have been equal to Mr. 


Mackenzie's, who was but juſt arrived in the country when 


he got the contract: But it is ſaid alſo in the charge, that 
Mr. Sulivan never did execute the contract. The ſame may 


he ſaid of Mr. Mackenzie—Both, of them were contractors, 


and both equally reſponſible to the Company. Mr. Macken- 
zie managed the contract through a Mr. Campbell at Patna— 
Mr. Sulivan through Mr. Young. Suppoſe it had been 
proved, which it is very likely was the caſe, that Mr. Campbell 
paid a ſpecific ſum of money annually to Mr. Mackenzie for 


this contract; would that circumſtance reflect diſhonour on 


the memory of Sir John Clavering, who joined in that unani- 
mous vote by which Mackenzie obtained the contract in 17777 
or, would it be a reflection on Mr. Francis, who renewed the 
ſame contract to him in 1780? Aſſuredly not, my Lords. 


In the caſe of Mr. Sulivan, the Managers have not advanced 


one ſtep by proving that Sulivan ſold the contract to Benn, 
and that Benn reſold it to Young. Unleſs they had proved the 
privity of Mr. Haſtings to theſe tranſactions, the other cir- 
| cumſtances go for nothing. | 


There are other allegations in the charge neceſſary to notice 


to your Lordſhips. Mr. Haſtings is accuſed of deſtroying 
certain checks fixed by the former contracts, and to have 


done ſo in order to make this contract more ſaleable: One is, 


that he omitted to inſert in Sulivan's contract a material clauſe 
in Mackenzie's, that the contract ſhould be void, if diſap- 


proved by the Directors. Mr. Lords, if this were a true 


| deſcription of the clauſe in Mackenzie's contract, the allega- 
tion would indeed be well founded; but the-clauſe in Mac- 
kenzie's contract was of a very different deſcription from that 
| ſtated in the charge. The contract was to be void, provided 
| the Directors ordered the monopoly to be aboliſhed; and in 
1777 it was referred to them to determine whether the mo- 
nopoly ſhould be continued or not, the Board giving it as 
their opinion that it muſt continue. In their letter of the 23d 
December 1778, the Directors acquieſce in the continuance 
of the monopoly; conſequently the clauſe ſpecifying that the 


contract was to be void in the event of their aboliſhing the 


monopolies, becauſe nugatory. 


The next inſtance of favour to Sulivan is ſtated to conſiſt 


in the abolition. of the office of inſpector at Patna, My 
Lords, this was done in Mackenzie's time, when it was found 
to be an uſeleſs and troubleſome office  there—but it was 
tlabliſhed in Calcutta, infinitely 
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1% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, © Losps. 
the Company, though with. additional reſponſibility to the 
contractor. This 'was'a ſenſible change; and the mode 
adopted in 1780 for inſpecting the opium, is continued to 
nn Tojad aphroir f, 
Another allegation in the article is, that for the purpoſe of 
_ advancing money to the contractor, and in order to favour 
certain individuals, a loan was made ip Bengal in the year 
1789, and the Company were engaged in a ſmupeling ad- 
venture to China, on the pretence that there was ſittle demand 
for opium in Calcutta, though in point of fact there were 


perſons in Calcutta who had authority to bid for the whole, 
or the greateſt part of the open ˖ͤ oo Sf 
As the Managers did not attempt to ſupport the laſt aſſertion 
by any proof, I conclude they found out the blunder of the 
agent who drew the article, before they came into your Lord- 
thips/ court. Why the Commons ſhould have charged that 
the loan which they ſtate was made to favour certain indivi- 
duals, or to advance money to the contractor, is, I do aſſure 
you; my Lords, far beyond my comprehenſion. The tranſac- 
tion irſelf is perfectly ſimple, and, as I ſhould think, impofſf- 
ble either to be miſrepreſented or miſunderſtood. 


In the year 1781, the produce of one year's opium was | 
_ tying unfold in the Company's warehouſes-in Calcutta, and | 
owing to very obvious cauſes. The "tonnage of the port of 
Calcutta was principally employed in tranſporting proviſions ' 
to Madras, and private merchants were afraid to export opium . 
on their own account to China, and the Eaſtern iflands the ] 
Indian ocean being at that time infeſted'by French, and Dutch | { 
| cruizers. N $2.3 Pf 4 62 Ln! 5 3 * . 417 * | . 
Under ſuch circumſtances it was propoſed: to freight two 1 
ſhips with opium on the Company's account; one to Canton, a 
and another to the Eaſtern iſlands.” The proceeds of thele car- n 
goes were to be paid into the Company's treaſury at Canton, t 
for the purpoſe of purchaſing teas for the ſales at the India b 
Houfe. Upon the credit, therefore, of this ſupply, the Ben- = 
gal government conceived they might with propriety draw bills tl 
upon the Company, firſt for ten lacks, and afterwards for 1 tl 
ſecond ſum of the ſame amount. Accordingly a proclama- m 
tion was iſſued, adviſing the civil and military ſervants of the th 
Company generally, that the treaſury in Calcutta was open bl 
for the receipt of money for certificates on Canton, whic dc 
would there be exchanged for bills upon England; and ad- a, 
viſing all who choſe to remit money, to ſend in their names to to 
the ſecretary,” at a given period. I was firſt at a loſs to knos re 
upon what grounds this plan could have been charged, as un- of 
dertaken with a view to favour certain individuals; but upon Pp 


referring 


Marek zi. !! HASTINGS S EACH Tr. 157 
referting to the evidence, I found that the Managers have in- 
ſerted a letter written by Mr. Haſtings from Chunar, in which 
he incloſes a liſt of the names of the civil and military ſer- 
vants of the Company, who were then at Chunar, and ex 
preſſes a hope that they may not be excluded from the advan- 
tage of the remittance to Europe. Perhaps it may not be ne- 
ceſſary to inform your Lordſhips, that by the regulations of 
the Company's ſervice, -every perſon in their civil and military 
employ, has a right to his proportion of a remittanee to Eng- 
land through the Company's caſh, All, therefore, that Mr. 
Haſtings did, was to requeſt that the gentlemen then at Chu- 
nar might not be deprived of a privilege common to the whole 
ſervice z and this the Managers have ſo miſtaken, or rather their 
agents have ſo miſtaken it, as to charge the loan itſelf to be 
made in order to favour certain individuals. The whole 
icheme, in my opinion, was a very wife and a very laudable 
one: It gave the Bengal government the immediate uſe of 
twenty lacks of rupees, when the want of money was moſt 
ſeverely felt —it enabled them to export a commodity, for 
which there was no ſale in Calcutta it threw a large ſupply 
of caſh into the'treaſury at Canton—and it enabled the Com- 
pany at home to pay the bills exchanged ſor tlie certificates 
lent from Bengal to Canton. 5 ( n 
The ſhip freighted for Canton arrived ſafe; her cargo was 
well ſold, though to Teſs advantage than it-ought to have been 
the ſupra-caxgoes laying the blame upon the captain of the 
Bengal ſhip for not obeying his orders, and he's loudly in- 
fiſting upon it-that it was their fault the opium did not fell at 
a much higher price. The other ſhip, freighted to the Eaſtern 
iſlands, ſold a part of its cargo at a very high profit indeed; 
and would have fold the remainder equally well, if ſhe had 
not been treacherouſly taken in a neutral port. But, my Lords; 
this is called a ſmuggling adventure, becaufe opium is for- 
bidden, by a municipal law of China, to be imported into 
that country, under pain of death. It is proved, however, that 
this law is obfolete—that opium is publicly landed, and fold in 
the middle of the day at the port of Canton: And at this 
moment the greateſt encouragement is held out in Bengal, for 
the importation of opium into China, for the purpoſe of ena- 
bling the ſupra-cargoes at Canton to purchaſe teas at the Lon- 
don market. The only queſtion then will be, whether it was 
2 high crime in Mr. Haſtings, during the preſſure of the war, 
to make the Company do that act publicly, which the Di- 
rectors and the Board of Controul have urged the government 
of Bengal to endeavour, by every poſſible means, and to every 
polhble extent, to get done by individual merchants. It waz 
Hm F conſeſſediy 
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confeſſedly a temporary expedient in 1781 ; but it is by no 
means clear, that it would not have been wiſe in the Company 
to continue to export of opium on their own account. Colonel 
Watſon, the chief engineer of Bengal, who originall ſuggeſt. 
ed the plan, ſays, in page 2251, that under every —— 
of a firſt experiment, and of very great miſmanagement, it 
enabled the ſupra-cargoes at Canton, in the height of the 
War, to purchaſe ſeveral cargoes of tea, without draining Ben- 
gal of one rupee; that the Company were enabled by it to 
load all their ſhips with tea; and finally, became very great 
gainers at the clob of their ſales in England, The Colonel adds, 
that he is aware of all the objections and difficulties then ſtarted 
in Bengal, and alſo of the animadverſions made upon the mea- 
ſure in England; but as they aroſe out of the private views of 
intereſted men, or the dreams of ignorant pretenders, ſuch 
arguments and obſervations were no longer worthy the conſi- 
deration of the Governor General and Council—their futility 
having been fully evinced. 45 my „„ 
Mr. Haſtings and his Council tell the Directors, that they 
well knew of the law which prohibited the importation of 
opium into China, on pain of death; but they alto knew that 
it was a commerce publicly encouraged by the Chineſe govern- 
ment: They add, that it was a temporary expedient—when, 
in fat, opium would not ſell in Calcutta upon any terms; that 
in future, however, they ſhall diſpoſe of their opium in Cal- 
cutta; that in the preſent year, 1783, the profit would be fix 
lacks of rupees, and would have been double, had there not 
then been many French cruizers in the Bay of Bengal. Your 
Lordſhips will ſee how conſiderably the profits upon opium 
were increaſed, on the reſtoration of peace in India. I be- 
lieve, my Lords, I have already gone through every material 
point in this head of the article : And as rhe Managers have 
totally failed in making good the material allegation, that the 
opium contract was granted to Sulivan for the purpoſe of cre- 
ating for him an inſtant fortune and as it is clearly eſtabliſned 
by the evidence, that he held it preciſely upon the ſame terms, 


and for the ſame period that Mackenzie had held it—and 


as the Governor General and Council had every reaſon to be- 
| heve, there was nothing left to the contractor beyond a fair 
and mercantile profit—l ſhall certainly ſay Nor- Content to the 
motion, which I ſhall ſubmit to your Lordſhips, on this head 
of the charge, 2 | | 15 | 
Upon the next point, I flatter myſelf that I ſhall not have 
occaſion to intrude very long upon your Lordſhips indulgence. 
I The accuſation is, that in the year 1779, without any com- 
plaint from the contractor, or from the army, that a _ 
5 | 3 diane 
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contract, then exiſting, was inadequate for the regular ſupply - 
of the ſervice :: Mr. Haſtings annulled an exiſtin — * 
concluded another with Mr. Croftes, his confidential friend 
and agent, on terms infinitely higher than thoſe of the pre- 
ceding contract, at an additional expence to the Company of 
fifty thouſand pounds a year, or near that ſum; and, by fo 
doing, created-a wanton and moſt enormous expence to the 
Company. Surely, my Lords, the agents who drew this 
charge, have not taken the leaſt pains to examine the evidence 
which relates to it. You have upon your Minutes, the 
ftrongeſt written complaints from various commanding 
officers, of the totally unſerviceable ſtate of the bullocks of 
the army; and you have full proof alſo, that the contractor 
dying in 1778, his executor was deſirous of relinquiſhing ſo 
unprofitable a concern altogether that General Stibbert, the 
provincial commander in chief, urged Mr. Haſtings and his 
Council to accept the offer, and to form a new contract on 
very different i 998 + $395 
The Managers begin their evidence by inſerting the expreſs 
order of the Directors, that the contract ſhould be annual, 
and granted to the loweſt bidder. VV 
If to prove that Mr. Haſtings diſobeyed this expreſs order, 
be ſufficient for his conviction, the Managers have completely 
ſucceeded; for the next document they read, was the deſence 
made by Mr. Haſtings to this charge in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, in which he very fully admits that he did difobey the 
order that he has no idea of orders being iſſued at the diſtance 
of half the globe, of the propriety of which the government 
upon the ſpot muſt not be allowed to judge, before they carry 
them into execution : He admits alſo, that by diſobeying this 
order he incurred great reſponſibility ; and was bound to 
prove, that he conſulted their intereſts, when he difobeyed 
their combats. d HS da bag 
1 Lords, Mr. Ag affirms, that the conſequence 
which attended the diſpoſal of the bullock contract annually 
to the loweſt bidder, was ſuch as you will believe was extreme- 
ly natural: Men offered to take it on terms ſo low, that, had 
the contract been really executed, they muſt have loſt 5o per 
cent. by their agreement. Mr. Haſtings appeals to the public 
records, for proofs of the complaints made by the commanding 
officers of the army, on this important ſubject to the reve= 
nue conſultations, to ſhew the diſtreſs occaſioned to the 2⁊ c- 
mindars and farmers, as well as the diminution of the revenue, 
from the miſchievous cuſtom of preſſing bullocks; as often as 
ay divifion of the army was ordered to change its quarters. 
To remedy theſe nuſchiefs, and to proyide effectually * Rk 
5 | | | 462. ran 


- 
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branch of the ſervice, on the due performance of which the ſuc. 
ceſs of every operation of war in India depends, Mr. Haſtings 
_ conſulted with the, principal officers of the army, and ſubmitted 
to Sir Eyre Coote a plan for the future ſupply of bullocks for the 
ſervice of the army, which that officer fully approved. The 
plan preſcribed. the ſize, age, and feed of the bullocks to be 
employed; the work they were to perform; the number, uni. 
form, and pay of the drivers: The calculation was made ſo az 
to leave a fair mercantile profit to the contractor 3 and ſuch 
checks were eſtabliſhed for the due performance of this con- 
tract, that the due execution of it appeared to be fully inſured, 
1 am ſure, my Lords, I know not how the Public, can be well 
ox faithfully. ſerved upon any other principles. than thoſe 1aid 
down by Mr. Haſtings, in defence, of this contract. | 


. 5 { 


The next evidence adduced by the Managers, is that upon 


which. they have entirely relied; L mean the diſſent of Mr, 


Francis to the terms of this contract. It is a performance of 


very conſiderable length, containing many ingenious calcula- 
ions, which, in theory, may do very well, but happen not to 
Na ee l of, practice. e. 
Ihe opinions of Mr. Francis, as far as I know, are peculiar 
_ + to bimſelf: And though it be true that the Managers hare 


mentioned them as concluſive againſt Mr. Haſtings, there is | 
not the perſon, Who has had an opportunity of acquiring any | 
knowledge upon this ſubject, that does not totaly difagree | 


with Mr. Francis. That Gentleman is decidedly of opinion, 


that the Company's orders ſhould be,obeyed—that the bullock | 
contract ſhould be annual, and granted to the loweſt bidder: 


e condemns the rates as extravagant, and the number of 
ullocks as unneceſſary: He thinks that the quantity of 
drivers, fo far from being uſeful, would be highly detrimental 
to the ſervice; And he winds up the whole by this very fin- 
gular declaration, © In truth I may ſay (with the ex- 
_ ception of a very moderate number), what occaſion. have we 
for an eſtabliſhment of bullocks any where 2. when they are 
Wanted, they may be hired, or preſſed, as in fact they bare 
been hitherto, notwithſtanding the contracts. | 
I ſpeak in the preſence, my Lords, of ſome Noble Perſons, 
who know well what military ſervice is; and to whoſe er- 
ertions their country has been much indebted, upon former oc. 
caſions: If one of thoſe Noble Lords were again to be placed 
at the head of an army, what would he think of a, Cabinct 
- miniſter, who, was to tell him, that horſes ſor the ſervice af 
bis artillery, bis ammunition waggons, and camp equi page, 
could not be kept but at a moſt enormous expence; that lie 
Muſt, therefore, retain none in the ſervice, as he could 1 


— 
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or preſs them when they were wanted. What would the 
Noble Marquis have ſaid to Mr. Cowper, Mr. Stuart, or Mr. 
Speke, if either of thoſe gentlemen, his colleagues, had told 
him, when on the point of embarking on that ſervice, which 
he ſo gloriouſly terminated, Do not, for God's ſake, my 
Lord, put the Company* a moſt enormous expence for bul- 
locks and drivers; you can hire and preſs them in Myſore ?” 
The Noble Marquis, I believe, would have expreſſed ſome ſur- 
priſe at the magnanimity of ſuch ſentiments; yet Mr. Francis, 
flagrante bello, when the Britiſh army in Bengal occupied a 
country thirteen hundred miles in length, and five hundred in 
breadth, and having ſeveral detachments employed on foreign 
{ervice, does not ſcruple to affirm that it is unneceſſary to 
keep up an eſtabliſhment of bullocks, and that they can be 
hired, or prefled when wanted. My Lords, it did not require 
the ſtrong evidence adduced by the. Defendant's counſel to 
convince men of your Lordſhips underftandings, that no army 
in India can be deemed fit for ſervice unleſs an ample ſupply of 
bullocks is attached to it. The artillery and the ammanition 
waggons are dragged ſolely by bullocks. The muſquet am- 
munition is alſo carried by bullocks, and the camp equipage 
in part, by bullocks alſo. The Hon. Manager who ſummed 
up this article, a min highly diſtinguiſhed in arms, and poſ- 
ſelling every qualification neceſſary to form a complete ſoldier, 
afforded your Lordſhips a proof, that without local experience, 
no man ought to venture to ſpeak of the nature of military 
ſervice, in a diſtant quarter of the globe. Had that Hon. Ma- 
nager been as converſant in Indian, as I am ſure he is in Eu- 
ropean ſervice, he would not have told your Lordſhips (and 
probably on the ſtrength of Mr, Francis's aſſertion he did it) that 
if one driver was really. entertained for two bullocks, it was 
an arrangement worſe than uſeleſs, it was detrimental to the 
amy. oi eg 9 5 e 
Your Lordſhips have the fulleſt evidence to prove that one 
driver to every pair of bullocks is indiſpenſibly neceſſary, and you 
are told by the Noble Marquis, of the diſtreſs which he ſuſtain- 
ed for the want of a ſufficient number of that very uſeful 
body of men during his campaigns in Myſore. Colonel Duff, 
an ofhcer who had the advantage of thirty years experience in 
India, who commanded the artillery under the Marquis Corn- 
wallis in the campaigns againſt Tippoo Sultaun, has decidedly 
told your Lordſhips, that the bullocks provided under the con- 
tract of Mr. Croftes, came under his particular inſpection; that 
they were beyond all compariſon the beſt that ever were in the 


| 1 * Sir James Erfkine St. Clair, 85 8 e 
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| ſervice before, or ſince: That two drivers to every pair of 
bullocks were abſolutely neceſſary, and a head driver to every 


twelve men exceedingly uſeful: That the number of bullocks | 
was by no means unneceflary ; and that they cannot be fit for | 


ſervice until they have been regularly trained and harneſſed. 
In truth, my Lords, the teſtimony Colonel Duff, if uncon- 
firmed by any ſurther evidence, would have fully convinced me, 
that Mr. Haſtings ated wiſely and properly in concluding a 
contract during war, which effectually provided for the ſtrict 
performance of this moſt effential part of military ſervice, 


though the expence had even exceeded fifty thouſand pounds | 


n ear. e 8 | | 
In the year 1779, prior to this contract, Colonel Camac waz 
ſent upon ſervice towards the Maratta frontier. He writes to 
the Board, and ſays, that his march was impeded by the bad- 
neſs of the bullocks furniſhed by the contractor; that he could 
only get ſeventy at Burdwan, and that all the good bullocks had 
been ſent out of the way, or hid. Here, my Lords, is a proof 
that Mr. Francis was miſtaken, when he affirmed that bullocks 
could be preſſed when wanted, even if the cruel diſtreſs 


which ſuch a mode of proviſion muſt create, with the con- 


ſequent diminution of the public revenues, were to be no part 
of the conſideration of Government. Colonel Camac adds, 


that, from the want of bullocks, and the deſertion of the 


drivers, the ammunition was ſtrewed in the roads, and could 
not have been ſaved, but by the great exertion of the artillery 


officer, to whom the Colonel was obliged to give ſixty ſepoys, | 


to act as bullock-drivers.  _ | | 
Every inconveniency which the ſervice had ſuſtained for fo 


many years, this contract was intended to remedy, and it is in 


proof that the. remedy was effectual. The Directors ver) 
much approved of all the regulations; but they thought that 
the contract ſhould have been advertiſed, though it is molt 


obvious to any man of common ſenſe, that under a contract 
ſo advertiſed, no ſuch reform could have been effected. It 


appears alſo in evidence, that during the war, the number con: 
tracted for never ſufficed for the ſervice, and that extra bul- 
locks' were always employed, 5 | | 

My Lords, the next allegation is, that though the Directors 
had condemned this contract in ſtrong and pointed terms, and 
had ordered, that one year before its expiration, advertiſements 


ſhould be iſſued for propoſals for a new contract upon the] 
loweſt terms, Mr. Haſtings neglected to give ſuch notice, by? 


which neglect the contractor had a right to hold his contract 
for ſix years, and that the relinquiſhment of this contract was 
purchaſed upon terms almoſt as extravagant as the contract 


itſel 9 
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itſelf; that he then turned the contract into an agency, though 
the Directors condemned agencies, as uncertain and indefinite 
in their expences, and where influence was likely to prevail 
over public advantage. 


The facts, as applie | 
may be ſtated very ſhortly ; By a neglect, which ought not 
to be attributed to Mr. Haſtings alone, but to the whole Board, 
no notice was ſent to the contractor Mr. Ferguſon (to whom 
Mr. Croftes had very early aſſigned the contract), that the 
Board meant to cloſe the concern at the end of the five years. 
This gentleman therefore, in January 1784, propoſed to re- 
linquiſh his contract on certain conditions, to which the Board 
agreed. In the courſe of the correſpondence, Mr. Haſtings 
obſerved what very erroneous opinions had been formed in 
England of the nature of this contract, and he laid before the 
Board a letter from Mr. Ferguſon, in which he declares that 
the advantages attending this contract, have been moſt ab- 


ſurdly magnified in England. He offered to produce his books, 


which he ſays will prove, and his book-keeper atteſts the truth 


of the declaration, that hrs profits. did not exceed 15 per cent. z 
and he adds, that if the Marattas had entered Bengal, as was 


expected, he mult have been ruined. No man will conceive 
that 15 per cent in ſuch a concero, and ſubject to ſuch a riſque, 
is in any reſpect an unreaſonable profit. Mr. Ferguſon, who 
was a merchant of high character in Calcutta, and who ar- 
rived in England, I underſtand, during this trial, died be- 
fore the defence was entered upon, or he might have con- 
firmed the truth of his letter, by his own teſtimony at your 
Lordſhips har. es | : . 

The Managers have given in evidence, a letter written by 
Mr. Haſtings to the Directors in Auguſt 1785 from Chelten- 
ham, in order, as they ſtate, to prove his inconſiſtency; be- 


cauſe in that letter he moſt ſtrenuouſly recommends that bul- 


locks ſhall in future be provided by agency; all contracts, he 
lays, are improvident, and that the contract concluded on the 
lauge terms, is always the moſt extravagant. 


My Lords, I can perceive nothing like inconſiſtency in this 


opinion, On the contrary, I obſerve, that Mr. Haſtings at all 
_ and upon all occaſions, preferred agencies to con- 
aas c . 


In the buſineſs of the opium, it was recommended by Mr. 


Haſtings that it ſhould be procured by agency. The ſalt was 
made and ſold under an agency, and by that means nearly a 


million was added by Mr. Haſtings, to the annual revenues of 


Bengal, The marine of Bengal was conducted under an 
agency; and 1 ſhall ſtill have occaſion to intrude upon your 


[(X]2 Lord- 


d to this part of the charge, I believe, 
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Lordſhips indulgence, by ſtating the two agencies with which X 
this charge concludes. There appear to me to be but two FJ 
modes of providing for the ſucceſs and the ſafety of an army 1 
in India, in war: The one by a contract, on ſuch fair and 2 
liberal terms as were granted in the caſe of Mr. Croftes's con- r 
tract, or by an agency in the hands of men of character, and t 
- Honour, But Mr. Haſtings, in the letter alluded to from b 
Cheltenham, and which in all its parts is well worthy your a 
Lordſhips attention, was not intruding his ſentiments upon t 
the Court of Directors. The fact is, that Sir Archibald Camp- S 
bell, appointed Governor of Madras in 1785, was deſired by E 
the Directors, previous to his departure from England, to form | fl 
military eſtabliſhments for their ſeveral ſettlements in India. g 
The Directors, when they were formed, thought proper to 1 
tranſmit them to Mr. Haſtings, then an unimpeached man, | 
and to defire his fentiments upon them, which he gives at con- C 
ſiderable length, and earneſtly draws the attention of the Di- m 
rectors to a material part of the military detail, which Sir w. 
Archibald Campbell had omitted to notice. He ſays that Sir an 
Eyre Coote was unable to proſecute his ſucceſs in the late war, | G 
becauſe, though he ſo often beat, he never was able to purſue } Io 
Hyder, or to capture his guns, which he often might have done thy 
Had he had good bullocks, for his own artillery, He therefore | ny 
| ſtrenuouſly recommends that there ihall be no more contracts dy 
for bullocks, but that they ſhall be furniſhed by agency. My | 
Lords, you will perceive that Mr. Haſtings alludes to contracts the 
formed on the principle ſo ſtrenuouſly contended for by the Ey 
Court of Directors, namely, annual contracts, granted by pub- ne 
lic advertiſement, to the loweſt bidder. For venturing to break 8 
through this favourite arrangement in the inſtance of Croftess fen 
contract, which was in truth rather an agency than a contract, par 
becauſe Mr. Haſtings himſelf and Sir Eyre Coote fixed the ſhi 
terms, and the period, and ſelected the perſon who was to per- | 
form -it, he has been impeached by the Commons. The ſtar 
experience of later terms has fully juſtified Mr. Haſtings. } pro 
The Noble Marquis, when in Myſore, was obliged to pro- the 
cure all the additional bullocks he could get together, and fore 
thoſe he put under the charge of an agent of his own. pro] 
nomination, declaring to the Governor and Council of | pros 
Madras that “he was ſorry to ſay from experience, that on f 
the bullock contract had been a deluſion of a moſt dangerous him, 
nature to a commander in chief of an army.” The Governor * 
and Council of Madras, copying the example of the Noble = 
Marquis, put all the additional bullocks that they could pro- t 
cure under a public agent. The government of Bengal gare wh 


their ſentiments moſt decidedly to the Directors in the * | 


— 


Maren 31. 8 
of Lord Cornwallis, in favour of agencies, though they faid 
it was not their intention to contraſt with the enormous evils 
liable to ariſe from an adherence to the contract ſyſtem, the 
advantages derivable, under certain circumſtances, from a well- 
regulated agency; and the Directors themſelves, convinced of 
the great impolicy of their former orders, very candidly admit, 
both in their letters to Bengal and Madras, that the reaſons 


aſſigned for deviating from the contract ſyſtem were very ſa- 


tisfactory. Such, my Lords, is the cloſe of this buſineſs; and 
if it ſhall appear to your Lordfſhips as it does to me, that Mr. 
Haſtings could not have obeyed the orders of the Directors 
fogrante bello, without ruin to the army, you will concur in ne- 


cativing the motion that I ſhall have the honour to propoſe 


upon this head of the charge. 3 | ; 

The next ſubject is, the extra allowances granted to Sir Eyre 
Coote in 1779. Mr. Haſtings is charged with adopting this 
meaſure with a view to increaſe his own influence; that it 
was a diſobedience of poſitive orders; that allowances to the 
amount of eight thouſand pounds a year had been granted to 
General Stibbert, provincial commander in chief before Sir 
Eyre Coote's arrival; that there was no pretence to continue 
the allowances to General Stibbert after Sir Eyre Coote's ar- 


rival; but that Mr. Haſtings did continue them, and allowed 


Sir Eyre Coote eighteen thouſand pounds a year. 

That in direct violation of the treaty ſubſiſting between 
the Company and the Nabob Vizier, he directed that when Sir 
Eyre Coote was in Oude, theſe extra allowances ſhould be car- 
ried to the debit of his account. VVV 

This, my Lords, is the firſt branch of the charge: The De- 


fendant has offered neither defence nor obſervation upon any 


Oo 


part of it, but has left it orig the judgment of your Lord- 


ſhips, on the cafe made by the Managers themſelves. 


In conſidering this charge, I confeſs there are ſome circum- 


ſtances which ſtrike me, as very fingular. The Managers have 
proved that fix thouſand pounds a year was the ſalary fixed for 
the commander in chief of all the King's and Company's 
forces in India. When Sir Eyre Coote arrived in Bengal, he 
propoſed that the allowances granted to General Stibbert as 
provincial commander in chief ſhould devolve upon him; but 
on further inquiry, it was found that they had been ſettled upon 


him, as the oldeſt Company's officer in Bengal, and that in 


fact, of the thirteen thouſand pounds a year which General 
tibbert received; nine thouſand pounds a year were authoriſed 
by the Directors, and that their ſentiments on the additional 
allowances granted to him, had not been received, but were 
daily expected. Sir Eyre Coote/ therefore propoſed _ 8 
| * e 
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field eſtabliſhment might be formed for him and his ſtaff, ad. 
equate to his unavoidable additional expences, when abſent | 


from Calcutta, as he ſuppoſed the Directors, when they ap- 


pointed him, did not conceive that he was to expend his pri. | 


vate fortune in their ſervice. It appeared perfectly clear from 


Sir Eyre Coote's minute, that General Clavering had repre. | 


ſented to the Directors, how very inadequate his ſalary muſt 
be for defraying his extraordinary expences out of Calcutta. 
It is in my opinion beyond a doubt, that in ſome mode or 


other General Clavering muſt have drawn extra allowances, 


had he taken the field ; but it ſo happened, that from October 


1774, when Sir John Clavering arrived in Calcutta, to Auguſt | 


1777, when he died, Bengal enjoyed profound peace, and the 


General never was twenty miles out of Calcutta, and ſaw no 


part of the large army he commanded, except the corps 
quartered in or near the Preſidency. In the time of Sir Eyre 
Coote, the caſe was materially different. He arrived in April 


1779, during the war with France, and when a Maratta war 


Was hourly expected. He very wiſely, and properly determin- 
| ed, in the execution of his duty as commander in chief, to viſt 
the ſeveral military ſtations; and it could hardly be expected, 
as Mr. Haſtings very juſtly obſerved, that he was to perform 
this expenſive ſervice for fix thouſand peunds a year, when 


the Directors themſelves permitted General Stibbert to draw 


more than that ſum a year for the expence of his table. 

Mr. Haſtings therefore propoſed field allowances for on 
Eyre Coote and his ſtaff, amounting to the ſum mentioned in 
the charge; but they were only to be received in the ficld. 
When the General returned to Calcutta the allowances were 
to ceaſe. Mr, Francis and Mr. Wheler oppoſed this arrange- 
ment, as contrary to the Directors poſitive orders, which pre- 
cluded them from exerciſing any diſcretion of their own. Mr. 
Haſtings contended that it was abſolutely impoſſible the orders 
could apply to the caſe before them; that it was a violation of 
every military principle to reſtrict the commander in chief to 
| Half the emoluments granted to the ſecond in command; and 
the majority agreed to the allowance. The General left Cal- 


cutta to review the army in Auguſt 1779, when the payment 


of theſe allowances commenced. After his departure Mr. 
Haſtings propoſed, that as long as the General ſhould remain 
in Oude, theſe extra allowances ſhould, be paid by the Nabob 


Vizier. This arrangement Mr. Francis oppoſed, on the 


ground aſſumed ſince in the charge; that it was a breach 0 


the treaty with the Nabob Vizier, who was only bound to 


pay, by the terms of the treaty, two lacks and ſixty thouſand 
rupees a month for a brigade. To this remark e 
OS 1 . vet 
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very clearly a that, ſubſequent to that treaty, a conſi- 
derable body of troops in addition to the brigade were ſtation- 
ed in Oude on the Nabob's application, the pay and contin- 
gencies, of which the Nabob defrayed ; and the preſence of 
the commander in chief being abſolutely neceflary in Oude, 
the queſtion was, whether it would be unreaſonable to call 
upon the Nabob to defray the expence of the extra allow- 
ances. The majority concurred with Mr. Haſtings, and the 
Nabob, with the utmoſt chearfulneſs, conſented to pay the al- 
lowances. - He did not concur with the Managers in deeming 
that demand a flagrant breach of treaty. Me Pee Le 
believe, my Lords, this is the whole evidence to the firſt 
branch of the charge. It is next alledged, that the Directors 
ordered theſe extra allowances to be ſtruck off by a letter, 
dated the 18th of October 1580, that they were flruck off 
accordingly, but that Mr. Haftings of his own private autho- 
rity continued to Sir Eyre Coote certain large allowances, 
amounting to twenty-one thouſand fix hundred pounds a year, 
which were paid by the Nabob Vizier. - | 
My Lords, to the latter part of this charge the Manapers 
have no ſort of evidence except the admiſſion of Mr. Hiftings 
himſelf. It appears by that evidence, that as ſoon as the order 
from the Directors for ſtriking off theſe extra allowances ar- 
rived in Bengal, Mr. Haſtings and his Council ordered all 
further payments to be difcontinued. The fituation of Bir 
Eyre Coote, when the Directors thought proper to ſhew ſo 
marked a diſregard to his ſervices, was critical indeed. Hy- 
der Ally, with a conquering army, was in his front, and 
that circumſtance alone prevented the General from immedi- 
ately quitting India. The Directors were not pleaſed to take 
any notice of the extra,allowances drawn under the appoint- 
ment of the Board, by General Stibbert, the proviſional com- 
mander in chief of Bengal; and Sir Eyre Coote, the com- 
mander in chief of all their forces, on whoſe zeal and 
attachment their very exiſtence then depended, was ordered 
| to keep the field upon leſs than one half of the pay and 
allowances granted to General Stibbert. After ſerving two 
ſucceſsful campaigns upon the Coaſt, Sir Eyre Coote took the 
opportunity of the rainy ſeaſon to return for a few months 
to bengal. He arrived in Calcutta in November 1782, and 
again embarked for Madras in March 1783, carrying with 
him a large ſupply of treaſure, a reinforcement of troops, 
and wiſhing moſt anxiouſly to retain life long enough to take 
Mr. Buſſy a ſecond time. That diſtinguiſhed officer was 
taken by Sir Eyre Coote at the battle of Vandewaſh in 1760, 
and in the year 1783 he commanded three thouſand French 
eta | | . | : | troops, 
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x63  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Loy | 
troops, and a party of Tippoo's forces at Cuddalore. My 
Lords, this was a point of ſuch infinite moment, that every 
leſſer conſideration naturally gave way before it. In this cri. 
tical ſituation ef public affairs, Mr. Croftes, who was the 
attorney of Sir Eyre Coote, wrote a letter to Mr. Briſtoy, 
of which the latter gentleman ſent a copy to the Governor 
General and Council, after the departure of Mr. Haſtings, 
In that letter Croftes tells Briſtow that ſome field allowances 
are due to Sir Eyre Coote from the Nabob Vizier, ſince Au. | 
guſt 17823; that the Governor had requeſted Croftes to write | 
to Briſtow to receive and remit the arrear, and to receive 
the payment in future, month by month, as it became 
as: 2 e | - 
To evidence ſo introduced before the Houſe of Commons, 
Mr. Haſtings, much to his honour, I think, made no ob. 
jection. I will read to your Lordſhips his defence to this 
charge of the Commons 5 
„By what authority Sir Eyre Coote continued to receive | 
this allowance from the Nabob Vizier, I know not; but 1 
have a faint recollection of Mr. Croftes having mentioned the 
circ&tnſtance to me, in the month of January 1783, and I have | 
no doubt of his having received my authority to write to Mr, 
* ® Briſtow: Sir Eyre Coote was then on the point of returning 
| to Madras, with a conftitution worn out in the public ſervice, | 
by exertions almoſt beyond belief. His life was of the ut- ] 
moſt importance: I had not a doubt of his ſucceſs againſt 
Mr. Buſſy, could he have arrived in tolerable health upon the 
Coaſt. This was not a time for me to diſpute any point that 
could add to his chagrin. His expences were conſiderable— 
He had three ſeparate eſtabliſhments—one at Calcutta; one 
at Madras; and a third in the field. The allowance, as 1 
underſtood, was voluntarily paid by the Vizier. I could have} 
had no private intereſt of my own to gratiſy at any period of 
our connexion, more eſpecially at a moment when the whole 
world knew that Sir Eyre Coote could not live fix months, 
having, when he returned to Madras, as he truly faid, one 
foot in the grave, and the other at the edge of it.” 
Such, my Lords, is the accoufft given by Mr. Haſtings 
the account which the Managers thought proper to read, and 
which they have not attempted to diſprove in any one part ff 
it. It is impoſſible, therefore, to impute Mr. Haſtings's con- 
duct to any other than public motives, and zeal for the wel. 
fare of his employers. Sir Eyre Coote, as your Lordihips 
know, did not live to effect that important ſervice which both 
himſelf and Mr. Haſtings had ſo much at heart. He embarked 


in one of the Company's armed ſhips, and was * f 
4 - | CE AN Ne WoW” hre 
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three French frigates from Balaſore roads to Fort St. George: 


The ſhip was preſerved by the ſuperior {kill of the Engliſh 


Captain. The anxiety of Sir Eyre Coote would not permit 
him to leave the deck, night or day, during the chaſe.—The 
ſtruggle and agitation was too much for his weak and debili- 
tated frame to ſurviye. He preſerved his recollection long 
enough aſter the ſhip came to anchor off Fort St. George, to 
expreſs his warmeſt acknowledgments to the Captain, and 
to conſer upon him a token of his gratitude. He then ſunk 
ſenſeleſs on the deck, was carried on ſhore in that ſituation, 
and died on the next day. Neither the nation nor the Eaſt 
India Company were inſenſible to his merits and ſervices 


The two Houſes of Parliament were unanimous in voting 


him their thanks for his exertions, and the Company have 


erected to his memory a monument in Weſtminſter Abbey, 


and a ſtatue at the India Houſe. It reſts with your Lordſhips 


to determine whether Mr. Haſtings ought to be condemned 


for the ſhare whieh he had in fixing an eſtabliſhment for Sir 
Eyre Coote barely adequate to his neceflary expences in the field. 

I ſhall now proceed to conſider the evidence which has been 
given by the Managers and the Defendant's counſel gn the 
ageficy of Mr. Auriol. The Commons charge, that the De- 
fendant, in furthur purſuance of the ſame prodigal and corm 
rupt ſyſtem of government, appointed James Peter Auriol, 
Eſq. agent of ſupplies for the preſidency of Madras in De- 


cember 1780, when there was a great ſcarcity of 8 


at that ſettlement: That the Defendant gave him fifteen per 
cent, commiſſion, though Auriol had only required the uſual 
commiſſion, which was five. per cent. as the Defendant well 
knew : That he alſo appointed Auriol agent for the ſupply of 
| the other preſidencies: That he ſcandalouſly and illegally 

declared this agency to be a reward for his long and laborious 


ſervices as ſecretary : That his gain at fifteen per cent. being 


exorbitant, Mr. Haſtings, on the 25th of March 1782, re- 
duced it to five per cent. on all the expences of freight, &c. 
and fifteen per cent. on the purchaſes : That the proviſions 
lupplied were often bad, not agreeable to muſters, of ſhort 
veight ; and that Mr. Haſtings diſcouraged all juſt inquiry 
into ſuch complaints. | eos 

The evidence upon this agency is ſo exceedingly clear, and 
all that is important lies in fo very narrow a compaſs, that 
42 not take up much of your Lordſhips time in referring 
0 it. | DL IE | . 
lt appears that a very early conſequence of Hyder's invaſion 
of the Carnatic was, an extreme- ſcarcity of grain at Madras, 
ad a ſtrong apprehenſion of famine, unleſs relieved by the. 
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exertions of the Bengal government. Conſiderable ſupplies of 
proviſions were ſent from Bengal in the months of October 
and November 1780. Sir Eyre Coote, who arrived at Madras 
early in November 1780, gave to Mr, Haſtings a moſt gloomy 
ee of the ſtate of the Carnatic, and frankly told him, that 
adras muſt depend upon him for men, money, and proviſions, 
'The government of Fort St. George made fimilar repreſenta- 
tions, and they were further enforced by the moſt preſſing 
en letters from Mr. Smith, the Governorof Madras, to Mr. 
aſtings. | | | 
It _ in this ſtate of affairs, that Mr. Auriol the ſecretary 
propoſed to contract for the ſupply of a very conſiderable 
quantity of grain and proviſions, to be delivered on certain 
terms at Madras, or, as their wants were moſt urgent, to fur- 
niſh every poſſible aſſiſtance, and to be indulged with the uſual 
commiſhon for his trouble; the latter propoſal was accepted, 


and Mr. Auriol was appointed agent of ſupplies with a con- 
miſhon of 15 per cent. Now, my Lords, the Managers affert BP 
that the uſual commiſſion of merchants was 5 per cent. and they | 
have fully proved it to be ſo: But the Defendant's counſel, on the 7 
other hand, have brought ſull proof, that where ſtores are furniſh- | 1 
ed by individuals in the Company's ſervice, the commiſſion has { 
been 15 per cent.; ſo that there can be no doubt, but that when : 
Mr. Auriol propoſed to take the uſual commiſſion, he meant 1 
that commiſſion which every perſon in the Company's ſervice, a 
when employed to purchaſe ſtores or proviſions, did actually a 
receive. | V p 
The ſupplies required by Fort St. George were ſo very con- 
ſiderable, that the commiſſion of 15 per cent. though fixed ag 
agreeably to eſtabliſhed practice, was reduced to p; per cent. on tl 
all charges. The Court of Directors, in July 1782, expreſſed 1 
their diſapprobation of this agency, and it was accordingly | 8 
annulled. But, my Lords, it is abſolutely impoſſible for any } m 
fair or candid man to read the evidence which has been given pr 
upon this charge, without concurring entirely in the juſtice 0 Fc 
the expreſſions ſaid to have been uttered in another place“! th 
That Mr. Haſtings had the merit of having ſaved a whole people WI 
from periſhing by famine, and of doing it in the moſt ceconomical tit 
way poſſible.” It appears by the letters on your Lordſhips Mi- W 
nutes, that Lord Macartney, after he had ſucceeded to the govern- no 
ment of Fort St. George, expreſſed his ſenſe of the exertion3 ack 
of the Bengal Government in the ſtrongeſt terms. He attribute art 
; ed the preſervation of the Carnatic to the zealous and judicious cer 
efforts and exertions of the Governor General and Council. per 
By Mr. Pitt, when he oppoſed this charge in the late Houſe of Com. thi 
, es Wo ge 0a thi 
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On the 31ſt of October 1781, Lord Macartney, 8 letter 


to the Court of Directors, ſays, © I am happy to do juſtice to 


the Governor General and Council of Bengal, for their great 
exertions in ſupplying us with money and proviſions ; to thoſe 
exertions I conſider the preſervation of this ſettlement to be in 
F777 t.. , et urine 

Your Lordſhips will find, on a compariſon between the ex- 


pence of the rice furniſned by contract, and of that which was 


ſupplied under the agency of Mr. Auriol, that the latter was 
a cheaper and by far a better mode of ſupply, and indeed it 
ſeems now to be the univerſal opinion of Gentlemen in office 
in India, that it is infinitely more for the advantage of the 
public ſervice, more eſpecially in time of war, to confide in 
agents, who are men of honour, than in contractors. 

The Commons alledge, that the proviſions furniſhed by Mr. 
Auriol were of a bad quality; but it is fully eſtabliſhed by the 
evidence, that infinite pains were taken to procure . proviſions 
of the beſt quality, that thoſe endeavours were attended with 
the completeſt ſucceſs, except in the inſtance, where the ap- 
plications from Madras were ſo: exceedingly preſſing, that the 
agents bought up rice wherever it could be procured and a 


ſmall part of it being expoſed to the rain, became damaged; 
and in another inſtance, a few bags of rice were ſtolen. Theſe, 
| think, are the only inſtances of failure, both of which were 
owing to accident, in the execution of this agency; and it 
appears to me, that Mr. Haſtings could not have placed ſo im- 


portant a truſt in better hands. 5 ; 


The next and the cloſing allegation in this article, is the 


agency of Mr. Belli. Mr. Haſtings is charged with granting 
this agency on very extravagant terms, to his private ſecretary: 
The evidence ſets this tranſaction alſo in ſo very clear a point of 


view, that I imagine I need not detain your Lordſhips with 
many obſervations upon it. Of the propriety of keeping up a 


proper ſupply of proviſions in Fort William, none of your 


Lordſhips will entertain a doubt. A reference was made by 


the Board to three merchants in Calcutta, in order to know 


what would be the rate of commiſſion at which a certain quan- 


tity of proviſions, of a pefiſhable nature, could be kept in Fort 


William, The merchants reported that the ſervice could 
not be done for leſs than twenty per cent. By examining the 


accounts of a ſtore-keeper, it appeared, that on many of the 
articles furniſhed by him, there had been a loſs of ninety per 


cent.; and the Board ultimately fixed the allowance at thirty 


per cent. General Clavering ſtrongly oppoſed the terms of 
this agency, and calculated that the profits would amount to 
thirty thouſand pounds in three years. Mr, Haſtings feeling 
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the language in which the diſſent was couched as in ſome degree 
_ perſonal; after controverting General Clavering's calculations, 
declared; that the accounts of the agents ſhould be open to 
the inſpection of the Company, and that if the Directors 
_ thought the profits too great, he would be reſponſible for Mr. 
HBelli's paying the ſurplus into the public treaſury. Mr. Haſt- 
ings added, that the proper ſupply of Fort William with every 
_ requiſite for a ſiege, was a concern for which, as Governor of 
that garriſon, he was eſpecially reſponſible, and that he had 
confided the charge to a man who he knew would diſcharge 
the duty with fidelity and honour. CR ny 
The Directors, my Lords, thought proper to adopt all the 
calculations of General Clavering; that is, they ſuppoſed 
that the profits of this agency would amount to thirty thou- 
ſand pounds in three years; they direct, therefore, that the 
agency be reduced to twenty per cent. and that Mr. Haſtings 
ſhould pay, or cauſe to be paid, ten thouſand pounds into the 
treaſury. Before this order reached Bengal, Mr. Belli, in the 
form of a contract, was bound to ſupply Fort William with 
- proviſions for five years from September 1779, on the terms of 
his aggacy : When the letter of the Directors was referred to 
Mr. Belli, he declared that it would be abſolutely impoſſible 
for him to go on at twenty per cent.; and he was convinced 
that the Directors would not defire him to pay ten thouſand 
pounds, when they knew that his whole profits for three years, 
on a very troubleſome and precarious agency, had not exceeded 
that ſum : That the Directors, adopting General Clavering's 
calculations, concluded that he had made thirty thouſand 
pounds in three years, of which they permitted him to retain 
twenty, and to pay the other ten into the public treaſury ; 
whereas in truth, he had made but ten thouſand pounds, only 
Tm half of the profit which the Company were willing to allow 
My Lords, this repreſentation was tranſmitted to the Di- 
rectors, and I can only ſuppoſe they conceived it to be perfectly 
_ ſatisfactory, from the circumſtance of their total filence on that 
ſubject, from the year 1780 to this day. | 
Part of the ſtores laid in by Mr. Beth were ſold in Decem- 
ber 1784; the price charged to the Company for thoſe ſtores 
was two thouſand fix hundred and ninety / pounds—they fold 
for four thouſand five hundred and twenty pounds. The cir- 
cumſtance was noticed to the Company, and in the anſwer of 
the Directors, dated in March 1787, they ſpeak in very high 
terms of the aſſiduity and fidelity of Mr. Belli. My Lords, 


this Gentleman came to England in 1785, and continued ſome 


years, to be examined as a witneſs; but the . wo 
7 chuſing 
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chuſing tocall him, and Mr. Haſtings, unwilling to detain him 
longer at a manifeſt inconveniency, he returned in the year 1793 
to Bengal; he had remained beyond the period preſeribed by 
law, and it was neceſſary that he ſhould be re- appointed to the 
ſervice by a vote of three fourths of the Directors, and three 
ſourths of the Proprietors : He had the pleaſure and ſatisfaction, 
however, of having been unanimouſly. re-appointed by both 
thoſe reſpectable bodies; and it certainly appears both in the 
inſtance of this Gentleman and Mr, Auriol, that Mr. Haſtings 
fixed upon men of fair, and honourable characters, to execute 
two very important agencies. Eo IO 
I have now, my Lords, gone through the whole of the fourth 
article, and ſhall proceed to put the queſtions on each allega- 
tion ſeparately ; I ſhall therefore firſt move, “ That the Com- 
mons have made good the charges alledged againſt Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq. contained in the fourth article, reſpecting the 
opium contract, the ſmuggling the opium to China, the allow- 
ances to Sir Eyre Coote, the bullock contract, the agencies of 
Mr. Auriol and Mr. Belli.“ . 4 5 PE 
The Biſhop of Rochefter ſaid, he would trouble their Lordſhips 
with a few words upon the only one of the five allegatiWws in 
this article, on which the ſmalleſt degree of doubt exiſted in his 
mind; he meant the opium contract granted to Mr. Sulivan in 
1731, The opium contract had, he obſerved, been much re- 
lied on by the Managers, and certainly had been attended with 
circumſtances of a queſtionable nature. In order to ſhew in what 
light he underſtood this part of the fourth article, his Lordſhip 
referred to the material parts of the evidence, beginning with 
taking notice of the letter of the Directors to the Council, 
March 29, 1774, directing that all contracts ſhould- be pub- 
licly advertifed, ſealed propofals received, and the preference 
given to the loweſt bidder, ſufficient ſecurity for his faithful dif- 
charge of the conditions of his contract being at the ſame time 
taken, He next traced all the tranſactions in evidence, from 
the granting it to Mr. Mackenzie in 1777, on a contract for 
three years, to the ſale of it by Mr. Benn to Mr. Young in April 
1731, including the cenſure conveyed by the Directors in their 
letter of December 23, $78, on the Council, for having 
omitted to advertiſe for propoſals, previous to their contracting 
wich Mr. Mackenzie for three years. The Learned Prelate 
fally concurred with Lord Thurlow, in thinking it very extra- 
ordinary that the charge omitted to notice the contract 
granted to Mr. Mackenzie in 1780: He referred to the 
minute of the Board, in which Mr. Haſtings recommended 
to the Council, that the opium contract be granted to 
Mr. Stephen Sulivan for four years, the reſolution of the 
Council ſo to grant it, the reduction of the penalty * 


x74 
the opium contract, the abolition of the inſpeCtors, and the 
ſale of the contract by Sulivan to Mr. Benn for 350,000 ficca 
rupees before the execution of any part of the contract. His 
Lordſhip dilated upon the evidence of Mr. Benn and Mr, 
Young, and made a variety of obſervations upon each fa& 
Rated by them, as he came to the mention of it, ſhewing 
what grounds of a juſtificatory nature had been eſtabliſhed by 
the teſtimony of the witneſſes to qualify thoſe facts, and prove 
that they had neither originated from a corrupt motive or 2 
criminal intention on the part of Mr. Haſtings. , _ 
'The Learned Prelate ſaid, there was certainly no proof that 


Mr. Haſtings knew any thing of the tranſactions between 


Sulivan, Benn, and Young ; at the fame time it was clear that 
if the contract had been publicly advertiſed, and there had 
been others to bid low, Young would have taken it from the 
Company at the price which he gave Benn for it, and in that 
event the Company would have gained the fourteen thoutand 
nine hundred pounds a year, for five years, which was divided 
between Benn and Sulivan: But his Lordſhip ſaid, he was ata 
Joſs how to treat the ignorance of the whole Board on this ſub- 
_ jcAtigf opium, after they had taken every pains to get inform- 
ation, as a crime excluſively in Mr. Haſtings, and as a crime 
: . impeachment; it might be the ground of a civil 


action from the Company, if they had thought proper totally | 


to forget the many important ſervices of Mr. Haſtings, and to 
forget alſo, that they were indebted to him alone for this valu- 
able branch of revenue. He did not believe that any Member 
of the Board conceived that the Directors orders ' relative 
to contracts, applied to this branch of the public revenue. 


The Company, however, entertained very different and 


more grateful ſentiments towards Mr. Haſtings; the 
Proprietors had repeatedly returned him their thanks, and 
on his final reſignation of the ſervice, and aſter his arrival 
in England, the Court of Directors unanimouſly returned 


him their thanks, for his long, faithful, and important 


ſervices—your Lordſhips will find them in evidence. The 
Learned Prelate therefore contended, that until he was better 
informed, he ſhould continue to believe that there was really 


no crime charged which could be properly cognizable by Im- 
peachment, and that it was a matter between Mr. Haſtings | 


and the Eaſt India Company. _ 5 
De Earl of Caernarvon ſaid, he was induced, by what bad 
fallen from the Learned Prelate, to detain them for a ſingle 


minute, and it ſhould be but for a minute: He ſaid, that by the 
Act of the 13th of the preſent King, the Governor General 


and Council were to obey all orders iſſued by the Directors; 
that, therefore, the not advertiſing and putting a contract to 
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ublic auction, was a breach of their ſtanding orders. His 
Lordſhip added, that it was highly neceſſary to reprobate every 
improper expenditure of the public money: And the Noble 
Earl then read an extract from a letter written by Mr. Haſtin 
to the Directors, in which he tells them, that the ſervice is 
loaded with gentlemen of high connexions in England, who 
expect to acquire rapid fortunes, and are ſent out to India 
with that view folely, _ e 
After ſeveral ſtrong animadverſions on the granting the 
opium contract for four years to Mr. Sulivan, who neither 
poſſeſſed, nor pretended to poſſeſs, any knowledge reſpecting 
the ſubject of his contract, nor any {kill in the buſineſs, and 
who immediately ſold it at a conſiderable profit to Mr. Benn 
his Lordſhip proceeded to notice the next part of the charge 
reſpecting opium, namely, the Governor General's having diſ- 
honoured the Britiſh government in India, and diſgraced its 
credit, by lending his countenance to the ſmuggling trade 
which he ſuffered to be carried on in the article of opium to 
China—when he, at the ſame time, well knew that the im- 
portation of opium was forbidden, under ſevere penalties, by 
the Chineſe government; that the article itſelf is Os. be 
burnt, if ſeized, and the veſſel that imports it to be confil- 
cated, and the Chineſe, in whoſe cuſtody it may be found for 
ſale, to be puniſhed with death. The Earl made ſome pointed 
remarks on the ſcandalous nature of the whole of the Go- 
vernor General's conduct in this particular, and reprobated it 
ſeverely. In order to illuſtrate and ſupport his argument 


reſpecting it, he read a letter from the ſupra-cargoes at China 


and Canton, in which they ſay, that if the Captain had obey- 
ed his orders, the opium might have been fold to great advan- 
tage; but they were afraid that public intereſts had been ſa- 
criſiced to private advantages. 5 y + Be 7 158 

De Biſhop of Rocheſter roſe again, and ſaid, that he did not 
really expect the Noble Earl would have drawn an argument 
from the letter of the ſupra-cargoes at Canton, to criminate 


Mr. Haſtings for giving the opium contract to Mr. Sulivan : - 


It ſurely was ex parte evidence. The ſupra-cargoes cenſured 
the Captain of the ſhip freighted with opium to China, and 
attributed it to him, or to others, that it did not turn out a 
much more beneficial adventure; the Captain ſas loudly cen- 
ſured the ſupra-cargoes: And Colonel Watſon ſaid, that 
though the buſineſs was new and very much miſmanaged, 
it {till was a very profitable concern for the Company 

The Earl of Mansfield ſaid, that he had been lately too much 
employed to look minutely into the evidence on the different 
contracts, and, therefore, he ſhould forbear to deliver his ſen- 
iments at the preſent moment; but he deſired to be _ 
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| Rood rather as having ſuſpended his opinion, than as not 
having formed one © the ſubject, There was one point, 
however, on which he could not conſcientiouſly withhold 
them—a point on which his opinion had never varied, from 


the firſt moment that it was mentioned—hg meant the extra. 


allowances granted to Sir Eyre Coote; and he was deſirous 
and anxious to communicate his ſentiments upon that charge 
to their Lordſhips. The Earl declared, that in granting thoſe 
allowances, he not only conceived the conduct of Mr, Haſt- 
_ ings to be highly juſtifiable, but ſtrictly meritorious, 
De Lord Chancellor ſaid, that he would not detain their 
Lordſhips a moment. He wiſhed. only to obſerve, that in 
every inſtance but the bullock contract and there he thought 
the terms too high—the evidence clearly proved, that the De- 
fendant had acted profuſely and improvidently, as well as con- 
trary to the expreſs orders of the Directors; and therefore 
be was of opinion that the Commons had made good the 
charge. 1 | | 


The motions were then ſeverally put, and the Net-Contents 


had it. © ETD 1 | | 
It vas next moved, that the Commons had made good the 
 remMder of the Impeachment againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq, 
which was alſo negatived; and the reſolutions, having been 
read over pro forms, were ordered to be reported to the 
Houſe on the following day. „ | 


85 WEDNNSsDAV, April 1. 


This day Lord Malſingbam, as Chairman of the Committee 


of the whole Houſe, on the charges of the Impeachment 
againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq. brought up the report of the 


Committee, when the reſolutions were read over by the reading 


Clerk. 


Tord Thurlow then moved, that the ſaid report be taken into 


conſideration next Monday ſe'nnight.— Ordered. 


| Monpar, April 23. 

Lord Walfngham | 
whom the conſideration of the evidence adduced on the part of 
the proſecution, and in defence of the Defendant Warren Haſt- 
ings, Efq. had been referred) preſented the report, containing 


twenty-four reſolutions ; when the ſame was read a firſt time. 


Lord Walſingham ſaid, that not having had any opportunit), 
from the fituation in which he had had h 


as Chairman of the Committee, of delivering his opinion up- 
| 2 N . N | on 


{Loxnz, | 


(as Chairman of the Committee to | 


e honour to be places, | 
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on the ſubjeCt of the reſolutions then before the Houſe ; and 
as he had no wiſh to conceal from the Houſe what that opinion 
was, he would take the liberty of ſtating it to the Houſe, as 
ſhortly as he could, and without arguing it at large. He ſaid, 


the principle upon which he meant to act was this; to acquit 
Mr. Haſtings whenever he appeared to have acted clearly for 


the public ſervice, or wherever any doubt aroſe ſo far in point 
of law, as that the moſt learned authorities in the Houſe differ- 
ed in their conſtruction of the law upon the ſubject. | 
+ Upon this principle he was bound to acquit Mr, Haſtings 


on the Benares and Begum charges, . becauſe his only object 


was the Company's advantage, without any view of ſelf-in- 
tereſt in the caſe; therefore thinking as Mr. Haſtings did, 
though Lord Walſingham might have acted differently, yet 


Mr. Haſtings acted right in his own opinion; and his Lordſhip 


ſaid it could be proved from the written, and {till more from 
tlie parole teſtimony of almoſt every witneſs, that they were 
all convinced at the time, and even now continued in the be- 
lief, that the conduct of the Begums was diſaffected towards 
the Eaſt India Company during the rebellion of Cheyt Sing. 
In fact, Mr. Haſtings ritked himſelf and his own reputatiFgor 
the good of the ſervice alone; had he remained quietly at Cal- 


cutta, he might have ſaved himſelf from the poſſibility of 
blame, but the Vizier would have had no claim to any of thoſe 


benefits to which he was entitled by the treaty of Chunar, nor 
would the Company ever have recovered that debt from the 
Vizier which it was ſo material for them to receive at that time, 

Upon the ſame principle he was bound to acquit him upon 
the preſent given through Sadanund, becauſe he took it with 
a view to forward an expedition which he thought eſſential, 
and which the Council objected to, becauſe of the expence. 

As to the preſent to the Raja of Berar, he thought it im- 
pollible to pronounce him guilty of that charge, becauſe the 
Commons had (probably from miſtake) charged him to have 


given it in the autumn of the year 1780, whereas the money that 


he gave ſor that purpoſe and at that time was the Dinagepore 
money, which was not in charge at all; and the Patna money, 
which was in charge, was not given till March 1781; and 
therefore the charge was certainly, literally ſpeaking, not made 
out—but even if it had been proved as the Commons intended, 


it would certainly have fallen, as would that from Sadanund, 


vithin the Act of 1773, having been carried to the Company's 
eoun t. | BEE OR = | 
| He ſaid, the preſent from Nundoolol was not made out, 
in point of evidence, ſo as to warrant him to pronounce it to 
be an high crime and miſdemeanor. | ; 


Vo“. II. SUPPL, 41121 OW, The 


— —.. ... 8 
"| 3 N ee = 7 


=. 
4 . 
* : ! 4 
D * - 8 
” "+; , 
\ 0 
* 0 
— 0 . a " 3 _ ———_— 0 ** — 0 b - 
7 D 4 f — = CES. Toe OI II DOES r =. — — Nr 8 ee ö * — — * 
rg 6.2 7 hey n 77 K r N. Ce Ry wad Ap IE * — * * . — _ e = : — IT bo —— 6 CER wy 2 . a — 933 ” -- .V bs — 
> 5 it WS * 2 8 * 34 — = * * p =— - 
ae”) q 1 q 4 F Xo ras > b r 4 Ys A T * 2 — a ak: * MY A — 52 er . > 8 — 
a 2 8 n EPR” 2 n 7 8 Na — 47 SO ITE <4 74 20 Sg 4 7 1 AIAN — — 4 — 45 __ 7 
y . 0 * 12 . "2 AA et * e PIES * — „ SEEN — be — — = - - 9 
n 3 N l - 2 2 | by 2 . 8 : F * VIC dr N TTT > TI wn, oh, .? l l 
LIES. aa K r r > os * . . Dex. 2" - N LES. 8 3 4 - n 2 
W RE > . 1 r bens — 4 \ — on — a - Wet 32 Oh — by $ S563" > I 7 hn rn fe TY EL £ \ 9 
= 2 x ? IX" I q 3 x, "4 A — * - 6 — * * 2 % = . bo - — — * — 2 58 3 of 
EP AD =: 8 + 8 r 7 3 ED CH SR. — . . ot CNS * 2 . 5 "I 
8 \ - 2x7 _ <4 * —. 88 3 8 
nd 2 > p * 34 . _ 2 
8 — * 2 N = $5 9 7 — - — Wonka, yrs ag - _,. — 8 1 LEO 4 l = 
= IE = vt r — 8 ? ">; B__ . > —— . 2 I ESTS IF YE: TIN — 3 
5 — 2 F re . A. r 2 n . 7 = _ 
Ia * s "= at: - ASE 32 12 — — . . — 1 4 ">" — r 8 8 r wn 
1 1 — 


ul 7 E þ 

2 ae” 2 A Wea 8 2 * 
r 4 A 9 . 
r 3 de 
— os he ett 7 crit ar ot . 
8 — e — 4 

> - AY 
W S 9 
: NN , 0 TT ? 
We = ot ee er 8 at” 


8 Los une nn NSS > * Q err 
hs — * Is . 8 — 
* I r N ” - 
N 8 n — En, FX n 5 Ar . 
F 2 3 6 r fv 
: r e NR ve . — 
— 1 3 > my * 5 — >. SIR TAL 3 
— n Aa . * Err. R . 
7 1 2 2 2 N Ly 301-7 7 
3 : —— — ee 
2 — r no 


82 


e 


E 


—— 


— 


— 
5. 3 * — 

S * 2 
„ e 

n n 5 5 by 

* my — — 

b o 2 A? * 

r C —_ 


CENT IO IDES n 
. 


N 
2 
3 n 
eee | 
N 7 I 
—ͤßU—U— — — ͤ —— IE 
— 1 5 7 5 
= * 8 » - " 
_ 98 


195 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Loxny, 


The preſent from the Vizier, and that from Nobpiſſen, 
| ſtood indeed in a very different light; and although they were 
not illegally taken, yet he ſhould have thought them impro- 
perly taken, even if they had been taken for the ſole uſe of the 
Company—but ſtill more ſo, if they were taken (as in fact 
they appeared to be) with a view to Mr. Haſtings's own bene. 
fit. That which was taken from Nobkiſſen was not to be 
juſtified as with reſpect to Nobkiſſen; but that was not in 
charge. The preſent from the Vizier was not to be juſtificd, 
becauſe he was at that time in ſo much diſtreſs, that his own 
troops were upon the point of mutinying for want of pay, and 
he had not credit enough to borrow one hundred thouſand 


pounds, which he wanted ſix weeks afterwards, for the pur. | 
poſe of paying off certain eſtabliſhments which were to be : 
_ aboliſhed by the treaty of Chunar, without making uſe of Mid- | 1 
dleton's aſſiſtance to enable him to complete the loan: At the A 

fame time Lis whole revenue, which, by Middleton's account, 
was not fifteen hundred thouſand pounds a year net money, 7s 
was made over in aſſignment to the Company for the debt b 
which the Nabob owed them, amounting to about five hun- 5 
dreggbouſaud pounds, and for the current claims which the 7 
Con, had upen him for the year 1781; which amounted * 
to above ſeven hundred thouſand pounds more, excluſive of ry 
all the Nabob's arrcars to his own civil and military eftabliſh- | 5 
ments. And therciore, as a part of Mr. Haſtings's proſeſſed * 
object in his delegation to Oude, was to relieve the diſtreſſes i 
of the Vizier, his Lordſhip would certainly have pronounced " 
him guilty of a high crime and miſdemeanor in thus having bei 
added to them, if it had not been for the arguments of a No- Wi 1 
%%% TT b en £ 
He then went into a diſcuſſion of thoſe arguments: He nie 
ſaid, if he underſtood them rightly, Mr. Haſtings could nci- Þ oj 
ther be voted guilty by the common, nor by the ſtatute law, any 
for having received them. As to the ſtatute law, the Act of opit 
1773 was complied with, by his having carried the one, and the 
offered the other, to the uſe of the Company: If the Company and 
had ſent him no anſwer for above ten years, and had neither to t. 
accepted it themſelves, nor ordered him to reſtore it, it was lion 
the Company's fault; nor could the Act of 1784 attach upon B 
a crime committed previous to the paſſing of that Act. orde 
It was ſaid, he could not be convicted by the common law, | thou 
becauſe the charge muſt ſtate that the preſent was illegally and for y 
corruptly taken ; which, in the caſe of the Vizier, was not ſo ling 
ſtated. It was faid, it muſt alſo ſtate the reward, or brokage, adye; 
or conſideration for which it was taken; which was not ſo Fears 
contr 


ſtated, either in the caſe of the Vizier, or of Nobkiſſen; 7 


of extortion or oppreſſion. TE | | 

At the ſame time, ſaid his Lordſhip, he was free to confeſs 
that the arguments of the Noble and Learned Lord upon the 
woolſack made a very conſiderable impreſſion upon his mind; 
but where two ſuch learned authorities differed, the ſafeſt way 
for a Judge was to take the mildeſt ſide, and to lean in favour 
of the Defendant, who from his character and ſituation was 
certainly entitled to all the favour that the Houſe could ſhew 
him, wherever that favour could be ſhewn with juſtice. | 


him upon all of them; but it appeared to him, that with reſpect 
to the opium contract he broke the orders of the Company re- 
peatedly, for the purpoſe only of benefiting Mr. Sulivan, whom 
he muſt have known he was about to benefit at the Company's 
expence. Es * | * 
Mr. Sulivan was at that time a young man, was juſt come 


had alſo a ſituation in Mr. Haſtings's family; ſo that he could 
underſtand very little of the culture of opium, nor c he 


tyots. He was the ſon of Mr. Sulivan, who was at that time 
chairman of the India Houſe, and was Mr. Haſtings's friend 

and protector, when he ſtood in need of all the protection he 
could obtain, from the numerous enemies with which he was 
ſurrounded; but that will not juſtify Mr. Haſtings for ſacri- 
icing the intereſt of his employers in a moment of ſo much 
diſtreſs, to make the fortune of Mr. Sulivan. Reply 

At the ſame time let it be ſtated, and he ſincerely hoped it 
might make a ſavourable impreſſion upon the mind of their 
Lordſhips, that all the revenue which the Company have ar 
any time derived, and are now deriving, from the article of 
opium, is entirely owing to Mr. Haſtings, who reſcued it from 


F 


d the hands of the Patna Council, to whom it was a perquiſite; 
aud that revenue from the year 1772, when it was transferred 
er to the Company, cannot have amounted to leſs than two mil- 
as | x | 


lion ſterling up to this time. | | 
But if the contract had been advertiſed as the Directors had 
ordered, it would have produced to the Company at leaſt ten 
thouſand a year more than it did produce during the four years 
for which Sulivan held it: It did produce a great deal more du- 
nag the ſubſequent four years for which Sir John Macpherſon 
alvertiſed it; it produced more {till, during the next four 
ears for which Lord Cornwallis advertiſed it; and yet in thoſe 
contracts a clauſe was inſerted, giving to the Company the 
= DEE. > power 


1 a1 1 HASTINOS'S IMPRACHMENT.©——©— 6 
did the charge mention any thing of its being a crime either 


As to the contracts, he ſincerely wiſhed he could acquit 


out to India, and was already appointed Judge Advocate, and 


reſide upon the ſpot, which, it appears by the evide the 
contractors ſhould do, for the benefit and ſecurity of the 
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10  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. + lost, 
power to revoke the contract if they thought fit, which clauſe 
did not intimidate the contractors from bidding, as it was ſup. 
poſed it might and ought to have been inſerted in Suliyan' 
contract, 5 N e Lg 
Upon Auriol's agency for rice, he owned he had for a long 
time had great doubts why fifteen per cent. was given, when 
Mr. Brodie proved that five per cent. was the uſual commiſſion 
to merchants, and when Auriol was very glad to take it when 
offered to be reduced to five per cent.; but in anſwer to this, 


Barwell proves that fifteen per cent. was the conſtant commiſ. 


ſion given for every article of ſupply by the government. This 
afſertion, though not applied to this particular caſe, is yet 
proved by various points of evidence which directly ſupport 
it ; and above all, it is proved that Ferguſon, in Auguſt 1780, 
took the contract at ſix rupees and eight annas the maund; 
Auriol, in December 1580, offered to take it at the ſame 
price, when Mr. Haſtings propoſed to him to take it upon a 
commiſſion of fifteen per cent. And he called upon the 
Houſe to obſerve, that Brodie wrote word in September 1781, 


that all the rice which was ſo ſent, was not only in general of 


a "_ quality, but coſt above twenty per cent. leſs than that 
whic 
aigpre anc the contract with Ferguſon was too high; it is to 
e obſerved, when the ſame article was advertiſed in 1783, 
the loweſt terms offered were within four annas of what Ver- 
guſon had received. | | | 
As to influence, he did not ſee with what view of influence 
this agency could be given: The charge indeed ſtated, that it 
was given to Mr. Auriol by way of reward for his ſervices; 


but the moment the terms were agreed upon, Auriol leſt Cal- | 


cutta for the benefit of his health, and the commiſſion was 
executed by his brother till the month of September following. 
As to Sir Eyre Coote's allowances, he agreed entirely with 


the Noble Earl *, that Mr, Haſtings did perfectly right not to 


take them off, under the peculiar circumſtances of this calc; 
for it ſhould be remembered, that Mr. Croftes's letter to Mr. 


Briftow to pay them, was written at a time when Sir Eyre 
Coote's very name was a victory, and when it was of the ut. 


moſt conſequence to the Company's affairs that Sir Eyre ſhould 
re- aſſume the command of the army in the Carnatic, which in 


. Point of juſtice to his family he poſſibly might have refuſed to! 


do, in the dangerous ſtate of health in which he then was, 2 


the expence which that command would require is know! to 


be conſiderable. _ | 
Lord Mansfield, I 
A His, 


was ſupplied by contract. If it is ſaid, that this only | 


Arts 13!) Hasr css IMPEACHMENT, itt 


His Lordſhip therefore ſaid, if he had been in Mr. Haſt- 
ings's ſituation he would have done exactly the ſame thing. 


80 he would with reſpect to the bullock contract, which was 


propoſed by Sir Eyre Coote, who complained, as did the pro- 
vincial commander in chief, General Stibbert, that the former 


contract was made upon ſuch low terms that the army ſuffered 


eſſentially by it; and it would have been a very invidious taſk, 
and Mr. Haſtings would have had much to anſwer for, had he 
taken upon himſelf to reject a motion fo made by the com- 
mander in chief, in whoſe department it immediately was, 


and who was himſelf to ſee to the execution of it in time of 
actual ſervice: Nor were the profits enormous, as the charge 


ſtated; for Ferguſon's letter, ſupported by the declaration of his 
book-keeper Farlie, proved that his profits were not fiſtzen 
cent. ſubject to bad debts to the amount of a lack of rupees, 
which is no very enormous compenſation when it is conſidered 
how great the reſponſibility is of ſuch an undertaking, upon 
which the very exiſtence of the army muſt depend, and alſo 
how great the riſk is; for, if the Marattas had entered the pro- 
 vinces, as was expected, Ferguſon mult have been utterly ruined. 
Nor did he fee any thing to object to in the contra with 
Belli; the ſupply of the garriſon with provifion, &e. was held 
to be material when it was propoſed in 1778, in which opinion 
even Mr. Francis himfelf concurred ; that it was well exe- 
cuted, appears by the proviſions having fold for above thirty 
per cent. more than they coſt Government; that the merchants 
were wrong in ſuppoſing twenty per cent. would be a ſuf- 
ficient agency, is proved by Johnſon's account of the actual 
_ profit and loſs; which upon ſome articles was ninety per cent. 
His profits, he declares upon his honour, were but ten per 
cent., which did not amount upon the average to tlie thou- 
ſand a year. Though the Directors intended to reduce his 
contract to twenty per cent., that is as much again ag he ac- 
tually received—his character is ſpoken to in the higheſt terms 
by Sir Eyre Coote; and afterwards by Sir John Macpherſon, 
and by Mr. Stables, when Mr. Belli left India. | 
Having thus touched upon the principal points of the reſo- 
lutions of the Committee, his Lordſhip ſaid, he ſelt the good 
ſenſe of an obſervation that had been made by a Learned 
Lord *, that the Houſe was trying the caſe, and not the many 
and therefore he would forbear to travel at large into the wide 
feld which preſented itſelf before them, of Mr. Haſtings's 
general merit and ſervices z but ſo far he thought he might be 


at liberty to ſay that in a ſituation the moſt important, and under 


„Lord Loughborough. 
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132 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lords, 
cCircumſtances the moſt trying and the moſt mortifying in 
which any public man ever ſtood, he had, by his exertions and 
dy the ſtrength and vigour of his mind, preſerved an empire 
to the nation, which without thoſe exertions might have been 
Joſt to it for ever. NL ORs a | | N 
Tord Thurlaw moved, that the reſolutions contained in the 
Report be read one by one, and a queſtion put upon each. 
he firſt reſolution was read accordingly; and then the 
Tord Chancellor left the woolſack, and ſaid it appeared to him, 
that the only queſtion that could be put in that ſtage of the 
buſineſs was, That the Report do lie on the table.” His 
Lordſhip obſerved, that the Report could not poſſibly be made 
the ground of any eſſential future proceeding z if however 
any Noble Lord had it in his contemplation to follow it up 
with any future proceeding, it ought to be ſtated to the Houſe 
what was to be the object of that propoſed future proceeding, 
that their Lordſhips might fee their way, and know to what 
meaſures they were to be induced. For his own part, he ſaw 
no pos uſe that could be drawn from putting a vote upon 
eac 
of ti Houſe, the Report was agreed to in toto, no praclical 
end would be anſwered. A refolution of the Committee 
would not conclude any Noble Lord as to his ulterior vote in 
Weſtminſter Hall, nor indeed would a reſolution of the Houſe 
ſo conclude him. Not having changed his own opinion ſince 
he had been in the Committee, he ſhould certainly be inclined 
to find- the Defendant guilty on moſt of the charges; and no 
proceeding that their Lordſhips could inſtitute, would, he be- 
lieved, perſuade him to depart from the line of conduct which 
he had laid down for himſelf as to his ulterior vote on each 
charge in Weſtminſter Hall. If the coming to a reſolution 
upon the Report, would at all tend to accelerate the progreſs 
of the cauſe, or aid the due adminiſtration of juſtice, he ſhould 
have no objection; but conſidering that no further proceeding 
had been intimated, or, as far as the Houſe was appriſed, was 
| likely to be grounded on agreeing to it, he really was at a loſs 
to imagine what other queſtion could be put than, * that the 
Report do lie on the table.” He hoped therefore that the 
Noble and Learned Lord would forego his motion, and con- 
ſent that the Report be laid on the table. — 5 
Lord Thurlogo declared himſelf to be ſomewhat aſtoniſhed. 
at the ſort of objection that had been raiſed by the Noble and 
Learned Lord to a queſtion, which might almoſt be ſtated to 
be a queſtion of form. He feared, however, if the Noble and 
Learned Lord's reaſoning had been right in every part of it, 
their Lordſhips had gone ſomewhat too far, to fall in 4 
| £5 DE 9 5 : WIthou 
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reſolution contained in the Report. If by a reſolution 


3 


82 


without a violation of | order, and ſomething like a groſs ir- 
regularity in the nature of their proceedings, 'The reſolutions 


contained in the Report had been read once, and the firſt 


of them had been diſtinctly read a ſecond time, which 


amounted to the ſame thing, as if the queſtion had been put 


upon it. The form of proceeding which he had moved, and 
in which the Houſe had already engaged, viz. reading the re- 


ſolutions, one by one, and putting a queſtion upon each, was 


neither more nor leſs than the ordinary courſe of proceeding 
in all fimilar caſes. When a report was brought from a Com- 


mittee, either on a bill, a_petition, or any other matter ſub- 
mitted to the inveſtigation of a Committee, and upon which 
matter of reference t ey came to more than one reſolution, 


it was the uniform practice of either Houſe of Parliament to 
diſpoſe of the report in ſome mode or other, either to re- 
commit it, to negative ſome of the reſolutions, and to agree 
with others, or to reſolve their concurrence with the whole of 
the report. Undoubtedly, if the reſolutions were all agreed 
to, it would not, as the Noble and Learned Lord had obſerved, 
conclude any individual Peer, as to his ulterior vote in Weſt- 
more than agreeing to the report of a Committee to whom a 
petition had been referred, on which the Chairman of that 
Committee was direQed to alk leave to bring in a bill on the 


minſter Hall, He was perfectly aware that it did nean 


ſubject matter of that petition, conclude any one Member as 
to his giving his free opinion and vote in the diſcuſſion of the 


principle and clauſes of ſuch bill, when it ſhould come before 
cither Houſe of Parliament. Every Member well knew that 
each ſtage of the bill was open to debate and oppoſition, and 
that their opinions and the mode of ſtating them, were not in 


the ſmalleſt degree fettered or embarraſſed by their having 


agreed to the report, which went no further than to indicate 
the ſort of bill to be brought in. They were neverthelels free 
to object to the principle, to any of the clauſes, and in ſhort to 
every part of the bill that they choſe to reſiſt. The Noble 


and Learned Lord's motion did what perhaps he was not him- 


ſelf aware of—it went to counteract the original purpoſe ſor 
which their Lordſhips had gone into a Committee. He 


thought it had then been underſtood, that it would be more 


convenient for deliberation to diſcuſs the evidence adduced on 
the part of the proſecution and defence in the form of a Com- 


mittee than in a Houſe, and conſequently he had no idea that 


ly Noble Lord would object to diſpoſing of the Report in the 


uſual manner that all reports from Committees were diſpoſed of, 
and in the preſent inſtanee it was more eſpecially proper, as 
tue fulleſt diſcuſſion of every part of the Impeachment was de- 


ſireable, 


4 


8 


> flog Sir er en af 
A Lea 
Te < 


r EE 

a” 1 F $ e eee 

Mes n n 8 8 * 
r N S 1 8 6 "- 2 

— p TRY 4 HY reed {24 . * 2 

4 ; » 14 an Þ . 2 : on b 2 
r ˙ ö ‚ AY EO EY EE — 

> 


2 e tn ET TOEASEEE * . 
<> 4 n r a= " os OE * r — I 
a nie Wo ek oe ton re re 2 5 * ks 
* ot A N 8 1 (Ys En 79 r G 41 3 h i 
e n == = N K : * — . 


1 
DRY IE 2 2 


REG 


(4-34 * 


war) 7 
r LIES BETS n SR n 
e 


Din 
* e 
3.35 =. 

** 


l e F nr — ; , 3 
+ wh — oyy 12 of n ** . 7 * A rr = T 85 1 
_ Ln <-> TY. 2 dy 3 + OA. 1 8 - -_ 8 * * p 
—.— . - 4 rn E OY WR Pune" N 
: 1 y LF. Os 7 ages 4 * 4 I _— A "bo Þ ee > LE as 
P ty ee ; > a = 22 ern 
by 1 rr * * 4 — CARRIES * K * "= * * 
5 LATE err 1 ” 4 4 - 1 249 4% * — . * Oy * 
2 A 4 * ron „ Pan TE ; NEE”. 
r e . — a ee ati en x — 1 RA Gab ; % 4 aw" 
- * 7 * — GL 
85 1 N ' VI. N * * 
* 9 * ; K 5 2 * > J 


5 " 1 1 3.2 L - Wy Le = — L : 25 Wh > 2 
— o i = 8 1 / ; 3 £00 $4» A 1 - : rr TITS 
re * JE 1 n * Fad | —— ae . 8 "IDS * r VEE he q 
„ r 3 * - 3 TI * T4 —_—_ g l — a 5 Ros 8 
1 "© + _— * „ K. - r 2 — 275. or i . 1 : l 
n . 32 * {uk : _ n 3 A MORT nnd ns _ phe! 2 r. + LS Tae "x n 2 3 
ETC nn tp 6D ITT B 4 bs, EA 6 n e 5 % i = 4 N. 9 n = EST 
* 2 . : 9 / - 22 7 ap” & on” q m3 3 4 6 WIVES 
. 2208. | Ao Baer” Ne Free — — — 2 2 a rr : ER Wh 2 x 8 
4240 2 — 2 — Ae 64 on 9 p SES. \ = 
p * pI 2 * 2 YI 292 SE 2 8 5 
4 ove . - N 


* 2 * 12 4 


c 
S 


R rg 
: 


r 


A 


„ 


ar 


is: | WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, {Lonns, 
| 2 . | 

© fireable, and no mode of proceeding could admit of more op- 
portunity of free diſcuſſion, than the mode of reading the re- 
ſolutions one by one, and putting a diſtinct queſtion upon 
each. hs, 8 | 

_ The Earl of Caernarvon could not e with the Noble aud 
Learned Lord, but thought directly the contrary. He ſpoke 


from the Noble and Learned Lord's own words, if he under- 


ſtood them rightly, that the form of going into a Committee 
was adopted, for the fake of more free and ample diſcuſſion 
of the evidence, Why then ſhould the Noble and Learned 
Lord with to commit the Houſe, by calling upon them to agree 
to the reſolutions come to by the Committee, and thus em- 
barraſs their ultimate vote in Weſtminſter Hall? What end 
would it anſwer, or what ſervice would it do to the cauſe? 
It would merely ſecure the entry of their Lordſhips concur- 
rence, if they ſhould concur with the reſolutions of the Com- 
mittee, upon their Journals, which would neceſſarily throw a 
difficulty in the way of their ulterior deciſion ; and embarraſs 
all their future proceedings. Poſſibly ſome Noble Lords,might 
think it neceſſary to call for the opinion of the Judges on par- 
ticular points of evidence, that appeared to be matters of law, 
and perhaps he might himſelf wiſh to have their opinion on 
one or two points. The Houſe, pending the trial in Weſt- 
minſter Hall, had frequently thought it neceſſary to conſult the 
gorges upon parts of the proceeding, that depended on legal 
conſtruction, but they had never once been called upon or 
.conſulted by the Committee, where their advice ſeemed to 
be the more neceflary, as the caſe was reduced within a nar- 
rower compaſs than before, and the whole ground of diſcuſ- 
fon was con ſined to the evidence. His Lordſhip further ſai, 
that the judgment to be delivered in Weſtminſter Hall was a 
matter of conſcientious opinion, and therefore he conceired 
that no other queſtion than that ſtated by the Noble and 
Learned Lord on the woolſack, viz. that the Report lie upon 
the table, could or ought to be put © 
Lord Thurlow roſe again, and ſaid, the queſtion ſuggeſted 
by the Noble and Learned Lord on the woolfack was directly 
in the teeth of Parliamentary uſage and precedent; whereas 
the mode of proceeding that he had propoſed, and which the } 
Houſe had in fact adopted, was conſonant to the uniform prac- 
' tice of Parliament. Whichever of the two modes was adopt - 
ed, was, his Lordſhip obſerved, a matter of perfect indifference | 
in itfelf z but it would be fatal, were their Lordſhips raſhly to 
form a precedent altogether new, and directly in defiance o 
the wiſdom and experience of their anceſtors, who had ſet- 
wicd a mode of proceeding ſo immediately the reverſe of that 
| Res LID 5 con⸗ 
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rontended for. The proceeding in Sacheverell's caſe was ſtated 


in the Report of the Committee appointed by their Lordſhips 
to ſearch for precedents, and there their Lordſhips would ſee, 
that although there were differences of opinion reſpecting parts 
of the Impeachment, the Houſe came to a vote upon each arti- 
ele before they delivered their verdict in Weſtminſter Hall: He 


therefore ſaw no reaſon, why they ſhould not in this inſtance do 


the ſame, the more eſpecially as it really concluded nothing that 
could affect the judgment that each individual Peer ſhould think 
it his conſcientious duty to pronounce in Weſtminſter Hall. 


The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he had not attended the Com- 
mittee, neither did he mean to take any part in the progreſs. 


of the cauſe for obvious reafons; but the preſent ſubject of 
debate he conſidered entirely to be a queſtion of form, reſpect- 
ing which he was at liberty to deliver his opinion, without ir 


the ſmalleſt degree interfering with the Impeachment or the 


trial, He could not help thinking that the mode of proceed- 
ing contended for by the Noble and Learned Lord (Thurlow), 
viz, to read the reſolutions one by one, and come to a diſtinct 


vote upon each, would be, to be guilty of the height of ridicule 


and abſurdity. It involved this ſtrange dilemma, and poſſible 
mjuſtice to the Defendant; their Lordſhips might acquit him 
of all the charges. in their Chamber of Parliament, and find 
him guilty as a court of juſtice in Weſtminſter Hall. Whats 
ever vote they came to reſpeCting the trial in the Houſe would 
of courſe be entered on their Journals; and if a verdict of a 
different ſort ſhould be pronounced by their Lordſhips judicially, 
the Defendant would have juſt cauſe to complain of the contra- 
diction and inconſiſtency of their proceedings. On the other 
hand, how much more unjuſt would it be if the Houſe ſhould 
diſſent from the reſolutions contained in the Report of the 
Committee, and Noble Lords ſhould nevertheleſs individually 
acquit Mr, Haſtings in Weſtminſter Hall? He would in that 


cle have cauſe to complain of being ſent down to judgment 


under prejudice, and of ſtanding criminated on their Lord- 


lhips Journals, although he had been acquitted and pronoun- 


ced innocent by the higheſt court in the kingdom, and the only 
court competent to decide upon his guilt or innocence in re- 
ſpc& to the various matters charged againſt him. In fact, the 
Earl faid, the ſole aim ſeemed to be to obtain the vote of the 
Houſe in concurrence with the Report for the ſake of entering 
| iton the Journals, and he ſaw not what uſeful purpofe that 
was to anſwer, With regard to what the Noble and Learned 
| Lord had ſaid of the uſual courſe of proceeding with the Re- 
| Ports of Committees on petitions or bills, the preſent caſe was 


not to be compared with the Report of a Committee on a Bill, 


or the appeal of any individual even in an ordinary judicial 
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character on points the moſt tender, delicate, and ſacred. He 
had as much reverence, the Earl ſaid, for precedents eſtabliſhed 


adopting the ſame line of conduct; it might be proper in that 


| his vote for the queſtion which the Noble and Learned Lord 


they ſtated their ſentiments in application to matters of ju- 
forms and principles of adminiſtering juſtice, without at the 


more likely to promote the grand object in all matters of ju- 


Houſe of each charge to which the reſolutions of the Com- 


kind, and he begged their Lordſhips to recollect that they had 
already gone too far to allow them to adopt the motion of the 


cauſe. It was perfectly new in itſelf, altogether unprecedent- 
ed, and of the higheſt importance, as it involved the national 


by the wiſdom of their anceſtors, and founded in good ſenſe, 
as any Noble Lord could entertain; but he- was neither 
aſhamed nor afraid to ſay that, where a precedent, of however 
long ſtanding, was pregnant with the utmoſt ridicule and ab- 
ſurdity, he thought it high time to make a new caſe, and form 
a precedent eſtabliſhed on leſs queſtionable grounds, and on 
grounds more reconcileable to common ſenſe. The Noble and 
Learned Lord had cited the proceedings of the Houſe in the | 
caſe of Dr. Sacheverell, but he ſaw no reaſon for implicitly 


caſte, and altogether improper in the preſent. His Lordihip 
added a few more obſervations, and declared he ſhould give 
on the woolſack had ſuggeſted. JC rf --. 
Lord T hurlow ſaid, he wiſhed that thoſe Noble Lords, who 
were ſuch eager adyocates for reform on all occaſions, when 


dicial proceeding, would not direct their ideas to burying in 
their own ruins all the ancient eſtabliſhments, and approved 


ſame time taking care to be ready to ſuggeſt and build up 
ſomething better, more conducive to the ends of juſtice, and 


dicial proceeding. The mode that he had moved, and which 

in fact the Houſe had adopted, of reading the reſolutions con- 
tained in the Report a ſecond time one by one, was the mode 
molt conſonant to the invariable practice of Parliament for | 
centuries, and it beſt admitted of full and free diſcuſſion in the 


mittee reſpectively referred. With regard to its having any 
tendency to commit their Lordſhips in any ſubſequent ſtage of 
the buſineſs, it certainly had not the ſmalleſt effect of that 


Noble and Learned Lord on the woolſack. 
Te Earl of Lauderdale ſaid in reply, that he looked with 
as much ceverence to the precedents eſtabliſhed by their an- 
ceſtors as any man, when he was ſatisfied that they were 
founded in wiſdom and good ſenſe; but he was not complaiſant 
enough to adopt their abſurdities, and fupport ſuch as were] 
open to ridicule. It had ſerved the Noble and Learned Lord $ 
| purpoſe better to dwell upon that part of his ſpeech, that im“ 
plicd a with to introduce a new practice, and might wy 
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of the uſe of the word reform, than to anſwer the arguments 


which he had urged. In order, therefore, that what he had 


{tated might not be loſt ſight of, he would remind their Lord- 
ſhips of the injuſtice the Defendant might poſſibly have to 
complain of, by unneceſſarily entering upon their Journals, 
what the reſult of their opinions upon the Report of their 
Committee was, which might eventually be contradicted by 
the verdict given in Weſtminſter Hall 

The Earl of Caernarvon ſaid, that the precedents on ordi- 
nary proceedings on reports of Committees to the Houſe, 
could have no analogy with the preſent caſe. We have hi- 
therto adopted a mode of proceeding liable to great objection, 
and the abſurdity increaſes every ſtep; the Houſe has referred 
to the Committee the diſcuſſion of a ſubject in which the 
conſciences of the Committee alone are concerned, and they 
are now inclined to treat the cafe, as one where they had 


* 


referred to the Committee a ſubject for their examination and 
inveſtigation, in order to collect matter to enable the Houſe 


to act upon. In ordinary caſes the Committee take the labour 
of inquiry, they have power to arrange, digeſt, and report 
materials; but they have no power or authority to act; their 
proceedings are ineffectual without the ſanction or authority 
of the Houſe: In the preſent caſe the Houſe has no authority, 
its approbation and concurrence can have no more effect than 
its diſapprobation and diſagreement on the opinion of the 
Committee. The Lords who attended Weſtminſter Hall as 
judges of Mr. Haſtings, have diſcuſſed the ſubject in a Com- 
mittee in obedience to the orders of the Houſe; they have 
reported their proceedings and opinion; if the Houſe ſhould 
diſagree with them in opinion (and a queſtion put to concur 


wich the Committee implies the poſſibility of diſagreeing 


the Committee will certainly confider that opinion as nuga- 
tory as the diſapprobation of any other large body of men 
would be, which neither could nor ought to influence judges 
in the exerciſe of their duty, and the diſcharge of their con- 
ſciences. They will go into Weſtminſter Hall and pronounce 
a judgment which will be an effectual and legal diſcharge or 
condemnation of Mr. Haſtings, however it may differ from 


| the opinion of the Houſe, compoſed of Peers, who have not 


attended the trial; it would therefore be more becoming the 
dipnity of this Houſe to let the Report lie on the table, with- 
out making any order on it, becauſe none can be made that 
5 conßſtent with common ſenſe. It is certainly true that the 
objection would have been as valid to going into a Committee; 


but the diſcuſſion was thought by many of uſe; it cannot be 


Ol uſe to puſh it to an abſurdity. out of reſpect to form, eſ- 
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388 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Loan 
pecially when an attachment to form will lead us to a poſſible 
injuſtice as well as abſurdity. If the Houſe ſhould be of 
opinion that the Committee are miſtaken, and that Mr. Haſt. 
ings is guilty z the Committee being compoſed of thoſe Peers 
who have attended Weſtminſter Hall, and are the judges in 
this trial, will nevertheleſs prevail in acquitting him, and the 
Houſe, who are not his judges, will have ineffeQually and 
extrajudicially ſlandered his reputation, and delivered down 
to poſterity a libel upon the Defendant, and a cenſure upon, 
his judges. Ido not know what the precedents are, but I know 
that the preſent trial, from its extraordinary length, differs ſo 
materially from every other on the records of Parliament, 
that no precedent can apply. The objection might not have 
occurred in ſhort trials, where all the Peers attended. the whole 
trial; and the ſame perſons decided all queſtions on that triah 
whether in Weſtminſter Hall as judges, or in the Committee 
and in the Houſe as Peers tlie place and form, not the ſub- 
ſtance, was changed; no difference of opinion on the ſame 
points was to be apprehended : But in a trial of ſo many 
years, where variety of changes by death-or creation have taken 
place, and many from illneſs and fatigue have not attended 
the concluſion who attended the commencement of the trial; 
and at length the judges are reduced to leſs than thirty—in 
ſuch a caſe the judges bear no proportion to the Houle of 
Peers who are to vote upon the Report of the Committee, and 
who may, without inconſiſtency, differ with the judges, 
though they cannot influence their conſcience or their con- 
duct. If the forms of the Houſe do not admit the propoſi- 
tion, that the Report do lie upon the table, the previous 
queſtion muſt enable the Houſe to get rid of a queſtion not 
fit to be put. I ſhall therefore move the previous queſtion. 
The Lord Chancellor a ſecond time left the woolſack to main- 
tain his former argument, and to aſſert that any further or 
different line of proceeding would be perfectly inept and nu- 
gatory. The Noble and Learned Lord, he ſaid, could not be 
ignorant, that when a queſtion upon a point of law had been 
ſolemnly argued at the bar, previous to the judges of the 
Court delivering their opinion ſingulatim from the bench, it 
was uſual to hold a conſultation, when the grounds of the 
argument on both ſides were diſcuſſed ; objections, as they 
roſe in the mind of each judge, were ſtarted, conſidered by 
the other judges, and anſwered, as far as reply ſuggeſted it- 
ſelf; and after due conſideration of the” whine matter, the | 
judges proceeded to deliver their opinions in Court : But it 
was no unuſual matter for each judge to adhere to his original 
opinion, and to ſtate it, with the reaſons for it, from the 5 1 
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In like manner, his Lordſhip conſidered that ſtage of the bu- 


neſs. The Houſe was holding a conſultation with reſpect 


to their ſubſequent mode of proceeding, and the more free and 


_ unfettered it was, the better in his judgment. The Committee 
had certainly afforded ſcope for much valuable diſcuſſion ; it 
had been the means of throwing a conſiderable degree of light 
on the evidence, and had certainly removed a great deal of dif- 
ficulty in regard to the formation of an ultimate judgment on the 
cauſe 3 but to what purpoſe paſs a vote on the Report, when 
it was agreed on all hands that it would conclude nothing? 

Lord Thurlew once more roſe and faid, he had heard no- 
thing that weighed in his mind ſufficiently to juſtify a de- 


parture from precedent and long-eſtabliſhed cuſtom. The 


Noble and Learned Lord had aptly enough compared their 
preſent ſituation to that of the judges of any court in Weſt- 
minſter Hall, holding a gonſultation after a ſolemn argument 
at bar, previous to their delivering their opinions /ngulatine 
in Court. How did their Lordſhips diſpoſing of the Re- 
port one way or another apply as an objection? Whether 


they agreed to the Report, or negatived any part of it, they - 


were as free to hold a conſultation upon their reſpective opi- 
nions as ever, His Lordſhip having adverted to the Earl of 


Middleſex's cafe, ſtated in the former Report of a Committee 


of their Lordſhips, mentioned what had been the proceedings 
of the Houſe previous to the giving judgment in Weſtminſter 


Hall. He added further reafoning, but ſteadily adhered to his 


ſirſt argument, declaring that if any queſtion was put in that 
ſtage of the proceeding other than to agree to the reſolution 
that had been read, it could only be the previous queſtion. 

On the queſtion being put by the Lord Chancellor, on the 
previous queſtion, viz. © that this queſtion be now put,” the 
numbers were, SEE | 2 | 

EE dr OR” - 6 
| | --.. Nat-Gontents = oo i, ©: | 
The remaining reſolutions were then, by conſent, read ſhort 
and agreed to. | 5 | 1 

Ordered that the Impeachment be taken into further con- 
ſideration on Friday next. * 

| | FRIDAY, April 17. N | 
Lord Thurlow ſaid, the next point to be adjuſted was, the 
mode and form of the queſtions to be put to their Lordſhips 
individually, when they gave judgment in Weſtminſter Hall. 
From the moment that their Lordſhips had taken the ſubject 
into their conſideration, after the caſe had been cloſed on 
both ſides in the Court below, it had been ſettled that the 
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articles ſhould be diſcuſſed ſeparately, not only article by ar. 
ticle, but charge by charge, as many as were found to he 
contained in each article. His Lordſhip ſaid, that he had 
ſuggeſted this mode of diſcuſſion, in the firſt inſtance, in 
order to remove obvious difficulty and avoid embarraſſment, 


which muſt have been the caſe, where any difference of opi- 


nion was likely to be entertained; and in order to leave cach 


Noble Lord perfectly free and unfettered as to the operation 


of his judgment, upon every one diſtinct criminal charge. 
As far as the nature of the cafe ſhould be found to require it, 
his own opinion was, that the ſame line of conduct ought 
to be purſued with regard to the queſtions to be put in Weſt— 
minſter Hall; where there were ſeveral diſtin charges con- 
| tained in one article, it would, he conceived, be proper to 
put ſeveral diſtinct queſtions. He owned, however, he had 
been a good deal ſtruck with the opinion ſtated by the Noble 
and Learned Lord, when diſcuſſing the firſt article, viz, that 
although it conſiſted of ſeveral facts averred to be matters of 
diſtinct criminal charge, yet that all of them collectively, 


amounted only to one material charge of high crime and miſ-— 


demeanor; and that, had the article been properly drawn, the 
arreſt would perhaps have been the only, or at leaſt the prin- 
cipal charge averred in the firſt article. It was indiſputably 
true, that they were but ſo many conſtituent parts of one 
whole, and were ſo far relatively connected, that, though ſe- 
parately averred, they might all, without embarraſſment or 


- difficulty, be comprehended in one queſtion to this effect; 


Is the Defendant, Warren Haſtings, guilty of the charges 
of high crime and miſdemeanor contained in the firſt article 
of the Impeachment ?” His Lordſhip ſaid, he wiſhed to hear 
the ſentiments of other Noble Lords, before he moved it as 
a queſtion to be put. VVü 5 
Lord Radnor: ſaid, he had ſome difficulty in regard to the 
firſt article. It conſiſted of various charges, with reſpect to 
fome of which, he might think Mr. Haſtings criminal, and 
with reſpect to others, he might deem him innocent. He 
thought it might be conſidered as diviſible under five diſtinct 
heads of charge, in which caſe every Noble Lord, who en- 
tertained a different opinion upon the different charges, might 
ſatisfy his conſcience and his judgment, by anſwering as be 


was convinced to the queſtion that ſhould be put upon each. 


He did not, however, mean to offer any reſiſtance to the mo- 
tion; he wiſhed, nevertheleſs, to hear the opinions of other 
Noble Lords on the ſubject, with reſpect to the law and 
juſtice of the caſe, and in reſpect to the mode of delivering 
judgment. | e 7 
2 bg 
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The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that as the Noble and Learned 


Lord had already itated, the article certainly did contain ſe- 
veral charges ſeparately averred, but moſt of them were not 
ſubſtantive charges, only matters of aggravation, and tending 
to lead to, and ſubſtantiate the material facts that were, in the 
conſideration of law and juſtice, the high crimes and miſ- 
demeanors to be decided upon. He thought, therefore, the 
| whole article might be comprehended under the fingle queſtion 
of—ls the Defendant guilty, or not guilty, of the high crimes 
and miſdemeanors charged in the firſt article? 

Lord Thurtlow ſaid, the opinion of the Noble Earl was 
certainly of weight, and entitled to great reſpec ; if it was 
generally the wiſh of their Lordſhips to ſubdivide the article, 
and put five diſtinct queſtions, he had no objection; but he 
really faw no occaſion for it, as the fine, the arreſt, and the 


\ 


depoſition of Cheyt Sing conſtituted the eſſential charge, and 


the other facts averred às matters of criminal charge, were 
either to be deemed matters of - aggravation, or inducements 
to the material charge. His Lordſhip having further explain- 
ed the grounds of argument, which had induced him to en- 
tertain the opinion he had before ſtated to their Lordſhips 
reſpecting the Benares article, moved the queſtion in form, 
as he had firſt propoſed it; which having been unanimouſly 
agreed to, 8 2 | Bp „ | 
Lord Thurlow moved, © That each Peer give his anſwer to 
the queſtion by laying his right hand on his breaſt, and ſay- 
ing, © Guilty, or Net Guilty, upon my honour,” — Ordered. 
Lord Thurlow next obſerved, that the article concerning 
the treatment of the Begums, certainly conſiſted of two parts: 


The violation of the Company's guarantee was one, and the 


reſumption of the jaghires, and ſeizing of the treaſures in 
poſſeſſion of the -Begum, the other; but as one led to the 


other, and both were connected, he thought both might be 


comprehended under one queſtion, and ſhould move accord- 
inzly, unleſs ſome Noble Lord ſhould object to it. No ob- 
jection being offered, the queſtion was ſo put and agreed to. 
The next article, being the ſixth, containing the ſeveral 
charges reſpeCting the preſents,  _ FE 
The Earl of Mansfield roſe and ſaid, he thought that the 
charges contained in that article ſtood on ſuch different grounds 
from each other, and were ſo diſtinct in their nature, that 


they could not be comprehended under one general queſtion - 


of Guilty or Not Guilty; becauſe, if that was the caſe, how 
could thoſe who thought the Defendant guilty of any one 


charge of taking a preſent, acquit him upon the whole ar- | 
tile? Or, on the other hand, how could thoſe who thought 


him 
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v WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, los- 
kim innocent of ſome, but guilty of others, condemn hin 
upon the whole? Until he was better adviſed, his Lordſhip 
faid, he ſhould think the ſeveral diftin& charges required as 
many diſtinct queſtions to be put reſpecting them. _ 
Lord Walſingham ſaid, he felt exactly in the ſame manner 
reſpecting the article relative to the contracts; in ſome in- 


ſtances he might think Mr. Haſtings criminal; in others not 
ſo: And therefore he felt the neceſſity of putting diſtint 
queſtions on each head of charge contained in the fourth 
article, 1 . 
Lord Thurlow ſaid, it was enough to incline him to agree | 
to put ſeparate queſtions, to hear that any one Lord deſired 0 
or felt it proper to meet the reſpective charges contained in 
the two articles of preſents and contracts, with diſtinct and 
ſeparate queſtions. _ | 5 . 
Diſtinck queſtions were accordingly agreed to be put and 
taken ſugululim, on the fix charges*Eontained in the ſixth ar- Wy 
ticle, v/z. the preſents which Mr. Haſtings was charged to 
have corruptly taken in the years 1772, 1773, and 1774; the ; 
preſent of two lacks of rupees corruptly received and taken Mi 
from Sadanund, the buxſy of the Raja Cheyt Sing; the ſum 
of money amounting to four lacks of rupees, taken and re- 
ceived from Kelleram, on behalf of himſelf and a certain mil 
| perſon called Cullian Sing; the ſum of fifty-eight thouſand 
rupees received and taken, as a preſent from Nundoolol; the 
_ preſent of ten lacks of rupees taken and received from the | ; 
Vizier at Chunar, in September 1781; and a ſum of mo- 54 
ney amounting to thirty-four thouſand pound ſterling, firſt 177 
fraudulently ſolicited as a loan, and afterwards corruptly to | 
and illegally taken and retained as a preſent from Raja laid 
 Nobkiffen. TR . . | 
Seven diſtinct queſtions were ordered, in like manner, to be bs 
put ſengulatim on the fourth article, viz. the opium contract, mild 
granted to Mr. Stephen Sulivan for four years, without ad- chart 
vertiſing the ſame, and on terms glaringly extravagant and 8 
wantonly profuſe ; the having borrowed money at a large in- Ti 
tereſt to advance to the contractor for opium, and engaging 
the Eaſt India Company in a ſmuggling adventure to China; Is 
granting the bullock contract to Charles Croftes, Eſq. ; grant- ogg 
ing the proviſion of bullocks by agency to Sir Charles Blunt; Nite 
the ſeveral allowances made to Sir Eyre Coote, and directed Cullis 
to be paid him by the Vizier; the appointment of James ſderat 
Peter Auriol, Eſq. to be agent for the purchaſe of ſupplies Ferpet 
for relief of the preſidency of Madras, and the other preſi- wth 
dencies in India, with a commiſſion of fifteen per cent.; 2n TY 
the appointment of John Belli, Efq. to be agent for the 77 ok 
9 3 5 i | | Vo! 
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ply of ſtores and proviſions for the garriſon of Fort William, | 


in Bengal, with a commiſſion of thirty per cent. 


It was then moved and agreed to, that the queſtions to be 


put, be printed“ for the uſe of their Lordſhips. 


Lord Thurlow concluded with moving that their Lordſhips 


proceed further in Weſtminſter Hall with the Impeachment 
of Warren Haſtings, Efq. on Thurſday next, and that notice 
of the ſame be ſent to the Houſe of Commons. 


* The papers were thus printed for the uſe of their Lotdlhips, 


Qursrioxs to be put to the Lozps in Weſtminſter Hall on the 


Impeachment againit Warren HasrTings, Eſq. - 
£0» Die Veneris, 17 Aprilis 1795. Io 
Reſolved, by the Lords ſpi ua 
that the following queſtions be pf 


13 Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, charged by the Commons in the firlt article of charge ? 


I and temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, 
to the Lords in Weſtminſter Hall, vis. 


2. 


is Warren Haſtings, Eſq: guilty, or not guilty, Sy. hi gh crimes 3 . 


miſdemeanors, charged by the Commons in the ſecond article of charge? 


3. : 


Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty; of high crimes and 


miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fixth article of 
charge, in ſo far as relates to the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, in the years 
1772, 1773, and 1774, corruptly taken the ſeveral ſums of money charged 
to have been taken by him in the ſaid years from the ſeveral perſons in ths 
laid article particularly mentioned? Fg | Sy 
ls Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, charged uporr him by the Commons in the ſixth article of 
charge, in fo far as relates to his having, on or before the 26th of June 


1780, corruptly received and taken from Sadanund, the Buxſy of the Raja 


Cheyt Sing, the ſum of two lacks of rupees as a preſent or gift? 
Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, 
charge, in ſo far as relates to his having, in October 2780, taken and re- 


tved from Kelleram, on behalf of himſelf and a certain perſon called 
Cuſlian Sing, a ſum of money amounting to four lacks of rupees, in con- 


ideration of letting to them certain lands in the province of Bahar in 


perpetuity, contrary to his duty, and to the injury of the Eaſt India Com- 
„„ 55 33 5 
| - © nd : 


IG Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes and 


miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fixth article 
Fox. II. Suppl, e : of 


TaHuRss 


or not guilty, of 72 2 crimes and 
midemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fixth article f 
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| IHunspir, Aprit 23." : 
The Lord Chancellor having given notice the preceding day 
that he would come down to the chamber of Parliament at 
| ; | e | eleven 


ef charge, in ſo far as relates to his having, in the year 1781, received 
and taken as a preſent from Nundoolol the ſum of fifty-eight thouſand 
rupees ? | OS 3 | © 
Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, 'or not guilty, of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fxth article of 
charge, in ſo far as relates to his having, on or about the month of Se 
tember 1787, at Chunar, in the province of Oude, contrary to his duty, 
taken and received as a preſent from the Vizier the ſum of ten lacks of 
rupees? | Ges | 8 . 


Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, 1 guilty, of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fxth article of 
charge, in ſo far as relates to his having firſt fraudulently ſolicited as à 
loan, and of his having afterwards corruptly and illegally taken and te- 
_ tained as a preſent or gift, from Raja Nobkiſſen, a ſum o money amount- 
ing to £34,000 Rerling ; and of his having, without any allowance from 
the Directors, or any perſon authoriſed to grant ſuch allowance, applied the 
ſame to his own ule, under pretence of diſcharging certain expences, faid 
to be incurred by the faid Warren Haſtings in his public capacity ? 


Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes and 
miſdemeznors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fourth article of 
charge, in ſo far as relates to his having, in the year 1787, granted a con- 
tract for the proviſion of opium for four years, to Stephen Sulivan, Eſq. 
without advertiſing for the ſame, and upon terms glaringly extravagant aud 
wantonly profuſe, for the purpoſe of creating an inſtant fortune to the add 
Stephen Sulivan ? 9 e 8 

Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fourth article of 
charge, in ſo far as relates to his having borrowed money at a large in- 
tereſt for the purpoſe of advancing the fame to the contraftor for opium, 


and engaging the Eaſt India Company in a ſmuggling adventure ts 1 
| | 11. | | Im 
Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes and R 
miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fourth article of that 
charge, in ſo far as relates to the contract for bullocks, granted to Charles of t] 
Croftes, Eſq. : i g | ſhall 
1 Nouz 
| | | "1 SE VVV | his b 
Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes and ; 
mildemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fourth article ot Or 
charge, in (© far as relates to his having granted the proviſion of bullocks wm 
? 8 PUT 


to Sir Charles Blunt, by the mode of agency? 2 


Arn 23.) © HASTINGS'S IMPEACHMENT. 95 
eleven next morning, in order, as ſoon as their Lordſhips 
ſhould aſſemble, to ſend the Commons word that they were 
ready to proceed to Weſtminſter Hall, to give judgment on the 
Impeachment of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. the Lords, who meant 
to pronounce a verdi& upon the ſeveral queſtions /ngulatim, 
previouſly ſettled to be put to each individual Peer, who went 
into the Hall to fit in his robes as a judge upon the Impeach- 
ment, were preſent about twelve o'clock. _ 
The Lord Chancellor then roſe, and defired that further 
directions might be given concerning the further proceedings 
upon the trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. in Weſtminſter 
H = . 4 2 | 
It was moved to leave out in the ſixteenth queſtion, agreed 
to be put to the Lords in Weſtminſter Hall, after the words, 
« not guilty of,“ the 1 We words, © the reſidue of the.“ 
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Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq, guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fourth article of 
charge, in ſo far as relates to the ſeveral allowances charged to have been 
made to Sir Eyre Coote, and directed to be paid by the D inkar for the uſe 
of the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote? _ ee ; 

Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fourth article of 
charge, in ſo far as relates to the appoin ment of James Peter Aur'iol, Eſq. 
to be agent for the purchaſe of ſupplies for the relief of the prefidency of 
Madras, and all the other preſidencies in India, with a commiſſion of fif- 
teen per cent, ? „„ 8 
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Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the fourth article of 
charge, in ſo far as relates to the appointment of John Belli, Eſq. to be 
agent for the ſupply of ſtores and proviſions for the garriſon of Fort Wil- 
lam in Bengal, with a commiſſion of thirty per cent.? | 


| ; | 16. : | , 
Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of the reſidue of the 
high crimes and miſdemeanors, or any of them, charged upon him by the 
Impeachment of the Commons? | | £4 


. Reſolved, by the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, 
that the ſaid queſtions ſhall be ſeverally put in Weſtminſter Hall to each 
of the Lords, beginning with the junior Baron; and that the only anſwer 
ſhall be given by each Lord in theſe words ;z—** Guilky, upon my ho- 
o_ * 2 «© Not Guilty, upon my honour;“ laying his right hand on 

is breaſt. 9 | | | 


| | | . wt 5 
Ordered, that this Houſe do proceed further in the trial of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq. on Thurſday morning next, at ten of the clock, in Welt- 


minſter Hall. . 
„ D: The 
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The ſame was agreed to, and ordered accordingly, Then it 
was moved to leave out in the ſame queſtion after © miſe. 
meanors, the words “ or any of them: The ſame was 
agreed to, and ordered accordingly. . It was next moved to 
inſert in the ſame queſtion aſter the words © by the,” the 
following words, viz. * the reſidue of the: Agreed to, and 
ordered accordingly... .. 7 SR 
Then it was moved to amend the reſolution touching the 
manner of putting the queſtions to the Lords in Weſtminſter 
Fall, by leaving out the word “ put,“ after the word “ ſe. 
_ verally;” and inſerting inſtead thereof the word “ ſtated: 
Agreed to, and ordered accordingly. Alſo in the ſame reſolu- 
tion, after the words © Weſtminſter Hall,” to inſert the words 
“ and the following queſtion put!“ The ſame was agreed to, 
and ordered accordingly: Alſo in the ſame reſolution, aſter 
the words “ junior Baron,” to ifffert the following words, 
« Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty ?”” The ſame 
was agreed to, and ordered accordingly. Then it was agreed 
by the Houſe and ordered, that the Lord Chancellor having 
taken the votes upon each of the ſaid queſtions, ſhall declare 
the majority to the Houſe, and alfo to the Defendant, as ſoon 
as he ſhall be brought to the bar. N 5 
ITbe Order of the Day being read for the proceeding further 
in the trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. upon the articles of 
Impeachment brought up againit him by the Commons, for 
high crimes and miſdemeanors, the Lords were called over 
by the Clerk at the table. Then the Houſe was, adjourned 
into Weſtminſter Hall, and the Lords proceeded there at half 
after twelve in the uſual form, and after making an obe iſance 
reſpectively to the Throne, being ſeated in their places, ac- 
cording to their rank of peerage, the Houſe was reſumed. 
Proclamation having been made in the uſual way, WARREN 
Has TIN Gs, Eſq. and his bail were called into Court, and the 
| Defendant having knelt, and been directed to riſe, was ordered 
to withdraw. | 53 7 A | 
Then the Lord Chancellor ſtood up and ſaid, _— 
« Your Lordſhips having fully heard and conſidered of the 
evidence and arguments in this caſe, have agreed upon ſeveral | 
__ queſtions, which are ſeverally to be ſtated to'your Lordſhips in 
the uſual manner.“ THEE ENS. 
The Lord Chancellor held in his hand a lift of the titles of the 


Peers preſent, who had taken their ſeats in their robes“, and 
| | EY h | | proceeded | 


* The reſt. of the Houſe, who, either from having been created Peers, } 
or ſucceeded to their titles, ſince the commencement of the trial, wy 0 


rom 


* 


Ar AL 771 _HASTINOS'S IMPEACHMENT. 85 297 


proceeded t. to 1 the firſt queſtion to each individual "Op, be- 
ginning with the junior Baron, in the following terms : 
iſt. Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high 


crimes and miſdemeanors, charged by the Commons in the 


firit article of charge? 


George Lord Douglas (Earl of Morton in Scotland), bw | 


fays your Lordſhip, is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty or not 
guilty of the ſaid charge. 

Whereupon, Lord Douglas ſtood up uncovered, and laying 
his right hand on his breaſt, pronounced. Nor guiliy upon 
my W 

The Lord Chancellor chen put the ſame queſtion to all the 
Peers in robes, as follows: 

James Lord Fife, how ſays your Lordſhip Not guilty, 
upon my honour. 

Charles Lord Somers, W. ſays your Lordſhip Not guilty, 
upon my honour. 


Francis Lord Raaudon (Earl of Moira, i in Ireland), how ſays 


your Lordſhip ?—Not guilty, upon my honour. 


Thomas Lord Walſingham, how ſays your Lordſhip ?—Not 


guilty, upon my honour. / 

Edward Lord 7. burlow, how ſays your Lordſhip Not 
guilty, upon my honour... 

Martin Lord Hawke, how ſays your Lordſhip ?—Not guilty, 
upon my honour, 

Frederick Lord Boon, b how ſays yourLordſhip: Not guilty, 
upon my honour. 

Edwin Lord Sazdys, how fays your Lordſhip Not guilty, 
upon my honour. 

Henry Lord Middleton, how ſays your Lordſhip 3 Not 
zuilty, upon my honour. 

Samuel Lord Biſhop of Rochefter (Dr. Horſley), how fays 
your Lordſhip ?—Not guilty, upon my honour. 
John Lord Biſhop of Bangor (Dr. Warren), how ſays your 

Lordſhip? Not guilty upon my honour. 

Thomas Lord Viſcount Sidney, how fays your Lordſhip : 2— 
Not guilty, upon my honour. 

George Lord Viſcount Falmouth, how fays your Lordſhip ? ? 
—Not guilty, upon my honour. - 


Henry Earl of Gaernarvon, how * your Lordſhip es. 


upon my honour. | 


from motives of ES Ji not chule to vote in aver, ood unrobed 
about the throne, ſpectators of the awful ſolemnity. 


* 


Joſeph 
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Joſeph Earl of Dorcheſter, now ſays your Lordſhip ?—Not 


_ guilty, upon my honour. 


Algernon Earl of Beverley, how ſays your Lordſhip ?—Not 


| guilty, apon my honour, 


Jacob Earl of Radnor, how ſays your Lordſhip ug 


upon my honour. 

William Earl Fitzwilliam, how ſays your Lordſhip u 
upon my honour. 

__ George Earl of Warwick, how ſays your ni Not 


guilty, upon my honour. 
George William Earl of Coventry, how ſays your Lordlhip ? 


| — Not guilty, upon my honour. 


John Earl of Swift, how ſays your Lordſhip ? Guilty 
upon my honour. 
George Marquis Townſhend, how fays your Lordſhip ? Not 
guilty, upon my honour. | 
Francis. Duke of Bridgewater, how ſays your Grace Not 
guilty, upon my honour. 


Francis Duke of Leede, how ſays your Grace ?—Not guilty, | 


pon my honour. 

Charles Duke of Norfolk, how ſays your Grace ? —Guilty, 
upon my honour, _ 

David Earl of Mans}: 1d, how ſays your Lordſhip ?—Not 
guilty, upon my honour. 
William Lord Archbi/hop of York, how ſays your Grace * 
Not guilty, upon my honour. 
Alexander Lord Lowghborough, the Lord Chancellor, pro- 
nounced—Cuilty, upon my honour, | 


Upon the remaining fiſteen queſtions the Peers voted i in the 
following x manner: >< 
2. 
Is Warren 1 Eſq. guilty, or not rultty, of high 


crimes and miſdemeanors, charged by the Commons in the 


ſ-cond article of charge en 6. Net guilty 23. 


3. 
1s Warren Haſtings, Eſq. eite or not guilty, of hen 


crimes and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Com- 
mons in the ſixth article of charge, in ſo far as relates to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings having, in the years 1772, 1773 ad 
1774, corruptly taken the ſeveral ſums of money charged to 


Have been taken by him in the ſaid years from the ſeveral pe- 


fons i in the ſaid atticle 9 mentioned Noi oy” 20. 


— 2 — wm, 6 + 


; — 
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Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes 
and miſdemeanors. charged upon him by the Common in che 
fixth article of charge, in ſo far as relates to his having, on or 


before the 26th of June 1780, corruptly received and taken 


from Sadanund, the Buxey of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, the ſum 
of two lacks of rupees as a preſent or gift? Guilty 4.—Not 
guilty 23. To 9 Oe Sod t o1 

Is Warren Haſtings Efq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes 
and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the 
ſixth article of charge, in ſo far as relates to his having, in 
October 1780, taken and received from Kelleram, on behalf 
of himſelf and a certain perſon called Cullian Sing, a ſum of 
money amounting to four lacks of rupees, in conſideration of 
letting to them certain lands in the province of Bahar in per- 
petuity, contrary to his duty, and to the injury of the Eaſt 
India Company:? - Guilty 3.—Net guilty 23. 8 | 

I; Warren Haſtings, Eſq. .guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes 
and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the 


ſixth article of charge, in ſo far as relates to his having, in the 


year 1781, received and taken as a preſent from Nundoolol 
the ſum of  fifty-eight thouſand rupees ?—Gmwilty 3.—Net 
guilty 23. To NT. SR 


Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes 


and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the 
 hixth article of charge, in fo far as relates to his having, on or 


about the month of September 1781, at Chunar, in the pro- 
vince of Oude, contrary to his duty, taken and received as a 


preſent from the Vizier the ſum of ten lacks of rupees ?— 
Guilty 3.—Net guilty 23. | = = 

5 5 8. . | 

Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes 

and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the 

fürth article of charge, in ſo far as relates to his having firſt 

fraudulently ſolicited as a loan, and of his having afterwards 


corruptly and illegally taken and retained as a preſent or gift, 
from Rajah Nobkiſſen, a ſum of money amounting to 


34,00001. ſterling; and of his having, withgat any allowance 
rom the Directors, or any perſon adthoriſed to grant ſuch al- 
e ba | > lowance, 
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206 —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. tors: 
| Peace applied the ſame to his own uſe, under pretence of 
diſcharging certain expences ſaid to be incurred by the (aid 
Warren Haſtings in his public capacity ?—Guilty 5.—N; 
Fuilty 20. „„ 8 | 


| | . n 
Is Warren Haſtings, Efq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes , 
and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the 55 
ſourth article of charge, in ſo far as relates to his having, in 0 
the year 1781, granted a contract for the proviſion of opium 
for four years to Stephen Sulivan, Eſq. without advertiſing for 
the fame, and upon terms glaringly extravagant and wantonly | 
profuſe, for the purpoſe of creating an inſtant fortune to the at 
aid Stephen Sulivan ?—Guilty 5. Net guilty 19. fo 
5 l N s of 
Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes bs 
and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the 
fourth article of charge, in ſo far as relates to his having bor- | 
rowed money at a large intereſt for the purpoſe of advancing | 
the ſame to the contractor for opium, and engaging. the Ealt eri 
India Company in a ſmuggling adventure to China? — N“ of 
guilty 25. | „ | gui 
* | 
Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes | 
and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the | 
fourth article of charge, in fo far as relates to the contract for 1 
bullocks granted to Charles Croftes, Eſq. ?—Guity 3.— N.. a 
guilty 23. Og 8 8 reſid 
. TO Os . TD 
Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. gnilty, or not guilty, of high crimes | reſid 
and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the E. 
fourth article of charge, in ſo far as relates to his having grant⸗ on ti 
ed the proviſion of bullocks to Sir Charles Blunt, by the mode n 3 
of agency ?—Guilty 3.— Not guilty 23. 8 5 Z, 
EE „ Ts Nc 
Is Warren Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not guilty, of high crimes | 1 
and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the Br 
fourth article of charge, in fo far as relates to the ſeveral al- e 
lowances charged to have been made to Sir Eyre Coote, and Vi 
directed to be paid by the Vizier for the uſe of the ſaid Sir Eyre | the re 
Coote vhs "he guilty 22, | ps | Lo 
| * - . TY on 
* »% OTE Lor 
| 14. bs telidue 
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Is Warren W Eſq. quilty, or riot quitey; of hich — 
and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the 


fourth article of charge, in ſo far as relates to the appointment 
of James Peter Auriol, Eſq. to be agent for the purchaſe o 


ſupplies for the relief of the preſidency of Madras, and all the 
other res meien in India, with a commiſſion of en per 


cent. — . cuiliy 22. 
The 


1s Wan Haſtings, Eſq. guilty, or not ao , of hick eximes | 
and miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the Commons in the 


fourth article of charge, in ſo far as relates to the appointment 


of John Belli, Eſq. to be agent for the ſupply of ſtores and pro- 


viſions for the garriſon of Fort William in Bengal, with a com- 
miſhon of 1 per cent. [Oy Er Fon 23. 


16. 


Is "Wa Hitings, th dub, or not Sale of lieh 


crimes and miſdemeanors charged upon him by the reſidue 


of the N of the Commons e . 


gully 25, 


D Blanc Summary of their Lerdſbips 7 otes, pronounced onthe 
| Dean. 


Lord Chancelhr. Nor cu ry on the 3d, oth, 4 16th. — 
GriLTyY on the reſidue. 
4 of Mansfield —Gu1uTY on the 8th.—Nor GUILTY on the 
renlgue 
Duke of Norfoll —Gv1 LTY on the 1ſt and 2d.—No verdi& on the 


reſidne. 


Earl of Suffolk. —GvorTy on the 1ſt, 2d, and 4th. Nor our r 8 


on the 15th;,——No verdi on the refidue; 

Zarl Fitæ auilliam. Nor GUILTY on the 3d and toth.—GvILTY 
on the reſidue. 

Earl of Radnor, —GviiTy on the iſt, 2d, 8th, gth, 13th, 14th. 
Nor 6v1LTY on the refidue. 

a Beverley. No verdict on the gth. Nor GuiLTY on the 
teſidue 
| A of - Caernar von Nor GUiLTY on the toth —GviLtY on 

e reſidue. 

Viſcount Sydney. Nor GUILTY. on the ſt and 2d. No verdiet on 


the reſidue. 


Lord Boflon.---No verdiQ on the 8th, 9th, and pots Gut- : 


TY on the reſidue. 


: 2 4 alſe We e on this Fh.—Nor 0 GUILTY on the 
elldue. 
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ix Dube of Leeds. 5 1 


ee, eee, 
Fan Warwich, 


_—' x, SS 
"he Toft Dorcheſter. F 


ke. — + 
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Deen Falmouth. 

J HINGE; oo TITUS Hs prot | 
Biſhop of Roche er. 1 5 > Not GUI LT upon the whole, 

| Lord Middleton. Be Ro Tz 


Lord Sandys. 5 8 
õͤ ĩ² OO PDR 245 


11 Lord Teweiow; (fo OO 95 

Tord Rawdon. ID 

Tord Somers. 1 RL IS ; 
Lord Fife, - 


Lord. Douglas 
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Having thus collected the judgment of their Lordſhips on 
each of the ſixteen charges, the Lord Chancellar declared that 
a large majority of the Lords preſent, had anſwered the ſaid 
ſeveral queſtions in the negative; —and then declared, that 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq. is acquitted of the articles of Impeach- | 
ment exhibited againſt him for high crimes and miſdemeanors, 
and all things contained therein. | | | 
Then the Defendant was ordered to be called to the bar, and 
kneeling, was bid to riſe. SEED 
Then the Lord Chancellor ſaid, 
Warren Haſtings, Efq. . 
I am to acquaint you that you are acquitted of the articles 
« of Impeachment, &c. exhibited againſt you by the Houle, of 
« Commons for high crimes and miſdemeanors, and all things 
7 VI 060: ALbgrrina, and ⁵⁰— paying Jour | 
888. | - | | 
Mr. Haſtings bowed reſpectfully, and retired. . 
The Lord Chancellor then put the queſtion, “Is it your Lord. 
& ſhips/pleafure to adjourn to your Chamber of Parliament! 
;  —Ordered, and their Lordſhips adjourned, accordingly, to their 
Chamber of Parliament. And the Lords being returned, the 
Houſe was reſumed. , And the following order was made: 
It is ordered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
lament. aſſembled, That the Lord High Chancellor do give 
order tor the printing and publiſhing the trial of Warren 
Haltipgs, Eg: and that no other perſon do preſume to print 
the fame.” 3 5 he = 
+ FThe Hall was much more nine the Peers pronounced their opi- 
nicus ſevexally on each charge, and judgment was given, than it had been on any 
preceding day of the Trial, or perhaps on any former occaſion. ] 5 We 


4 


x 
. 


Avart 23. J] HASTINGS'S IMPEACHMENT. 196 
after the words ** ordered: accordingly,” ) lines from the top of the 
page, that „„ e f 1 
We Karl of Caernarvon obſerved, that the 16th queſtion 
ordered to be put to the Peers in Weſtminſter Hall, notwith- 
ſtanding the alteration it had received, left him in conſiderable 


embarraſſment, as he doubted whether it was poſſible to give 


3 


to it the fimpie anſwer of Guilty or Not guilty, and the order 
of the Houle prohibited 2qualifed. or ſpecial verdict. 1 
The diviſion of the articles of Impeachment into ſeveral 
queſtions to be put to the Peers as judges, has not been done 
with ſufficient accuracy; fo that ſeveral matters (contained in 
the four articles particularly difeuſſed in the Committee) which 
are criminally charged in their reſpective articles, have been 
in the ſubdiviſion omitted, and will therefore neither meet 


with acquittal nor condemnation, except under the laſt ſweep- 


ing queſtion: Any perſon who will compare the articles of Im- 
peachment exhibited by the Commons, and anfwered by the 


Defendant, with the evidence adduced, will ſee that the queſ- | 
tions do not cover all the matter criminally charged in the ar- 


ticles; and conſequently if no more accurate ſubdiviſion is 
made, or more comprehenſive queſtion put, as in the iſt and 2d 
articles, much criminal matter will eſcape judgment; as for in- 
ſtance (amongſt many others), in the article relating to con- 
tracts, the exorbitant ſum given to Mr. Ferguſon for the re- 
linquiſhment of the bullock contract, which might have been 
terminated by notice without any expence, is charged cri- 
minally by the Commons, and is neither comprehended in the 
terms of the 11th nor 12th queſtions. Several articles exhi- 
bited by the Commons, and anſwered by the Defendant in his 
reply at the bar, and opened generally by the Managers, have 
been ſupported by witneſſes and evidence, produced in the 


, Courſe of the diſcuſſion of the particular articles ſpecially 


opened, as in the 2d article, much evidence was produced, and 
ſome admitted only as applicable to parts of the gth, 1oth, 
and 11th, and other articles, and yet no queſtion except the 
laſt or 16th queſtion comprehends thoſe matters which, 
whether ſufficiently proved or ſufficiently refuted, remain ſub- 


ject to the judgment of the Court; though the Managers did 


not think fit to open them particularly or dwell further on 


them after the evidence they had already given. The 2d ar- 


ticle on the ſubject of the Begums is ſo much involved in all 
thoſe matters which reſpe& the treaty of Chunar, and the con- 
duct of Mr, Haſtings towards the Nabob of Oude, that the 
evidence eſſential to one could not in poſſibility be indifferent 
to the others. The 16th queſtion ſuppoſes a reſidue of mat- 
ter criminally charged; for if there is no ſuch reſidue, the queſ- 
tion is idle and nugatory, if there is more than one ſingle 
act criminally charged in that reſidue; the queſtion ſhould be 


It was accidentally omitted to be flated in the wr place, ES page 196, 
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ſo framed as to enable thoſe who are to decide to affirm Gui lty 
or Not guilty, not only of the whole but of any part. The 
terms of the 16th queſtion, as now altered, ſeem capable of an 


interpretation by which the anſwer of Guilty mf be ſuppoſed 
to apply 1 all the reſidue charged in the original articles of 


Impeachment; and the phraſe of Not guilty may ſeem to im. 
ply that he was guilty of no part. To neither of theſe con- 


cluſions does the evidence permit me to ſubſcrib@@nd conſe- 


quently I ſhould be obliged, in diſobedience! to the order of the 
Gloaſa, to give a qualified judgment to the 16th queſtion, which 
might occaſion an adjournment to the chamber of Parliament, 
an event productive of inconvenience and ill effect, to be 
avoided if poſſible; and the alteration of the words, or at leaſt 
an explanation from the Houſe that the anſwer of Guilty to the 
16th queſtion is to be underſtood to mean that the Detendant 
is guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors charged in ſome 
part of the reſidue, will remove all the difficulty, and no more 


minute ſubdiviſion will then be neceſſary, unleſs the De- 


fendant ſhould. be found guilty, in which caſe alone a more 
accurate calculation of the quantum of guilt muſt precede any 


poſſible puniſhment, 


His Lordſhip's obſervations gave riſe to a ſhort converſation 
between Lord Thurlow, the Lord Chancellor, and other Lords; 
when it was explained and generally underſtood, in what ſenſe 
the laſt or 16th queſtion was to be taken. | 


. The Lord. Chancellor, who had firſt ſuggeſted the propriety 
of thoſe amendments in the queſtions which the Houſe had 
adopted, next ſtated the neceſſity of deciding that he ought 
to be at liberty not to ſtate to each Lord the whole queſtion, | 
as it would lead into great length, and anſwer no uſeful pur- 
pole, ſince ſtating it once at large, previous to his beginning to 
put the, queſtion upon it to each individual Peer, beginning 
with the junior Baron, would as effectually anſwer the 
end, and ſave their Lordſhips much time; but it was ne- 
ceſſary to make an order to this effect, as the literal import 
of the order already made required, that he ſliould repeat each 
2 to every Peer, on deſiring him to ſay Whether the De- 


fendant was guilty or not guilty of each particular charge. 
Tord Thurloxu and ſeveral other Lords declared their appro- 


bation of the propoſed amendment. OF 33-2 

A few words paſſed as to the conduct eventually to be held, 
if the Managers for the Commons ſhould infiſt on ſpeaking 
but as it did not appear probable that the Managers would 


urge any ſuch claim, nothing was ſettled on that point. Had 


the Managers therefore claimed it as their right, the Lords, 


in all probability, would have retired to their chamber of Par- 


liament to 


- 


debate the propriety of the claim, and adjuſt their 


deciſion upon it. 
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We anner the following Lift as a matter that hy ea 
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1; 1 of the Changes i the High Court of Julie in 150 Britain, 
2 the Trial of. Mr. Haſtings. - 
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 8COTS PEERS MAY laſt, but not in this Narlkiment. 5 


; 1s of Lothian Earl of Galloway 
Earl of Caffilis | 3 Hopetown 
| ; Aberdeen DR I na Dunmore 
Selkirk 3 — Kinnaird. 
. | | CREATIONS. 
Duke of Clarence © Lords Harewood 
t * Heathfield Douglas, Lord Dough | 
— . ĩ˙ TR Gage | 
over | __ Grenville 
Malmfſbury | Auckland 
Fiſherwick _ Upper Oſſery 
. | Clive 
ne Littleton 
Mulgrave Mendip 
... | Bradford 
_ Curwen  Selley 
Douglas, Earl of | | Yarborough. 
Moreton | wt. 4s | 
| NE W B ISH OP „ 
| Dr. Douglas, of Saliſbury Dr. Buller, of Exeter 
Cleaver, of Cheſter - Madan, of Peterborough 
Stuart, of St. David's | Sutton, of Norwich 
| Beadon, of Glouceſter Horſley, of Rocheſter 


Horne, of Norwich  _ Om of Briſtol. 
Vernon, of Carliſle | 


New PEERS of SCOTLAND. 


| Earls or Rally - Earls of Glaſgow | 
Lauderdale Torphichen 
Dumfries 3, #5 Baron N : 
Elgin | 
PEERS who have ſucceeded by Deſcent. ; 
Duke of Mancheſter.  -__ Viſcounts Montague : 
Newcaſtle „ e 
Montroſe, Earl of Courtenay 
. Gage 
| Somerſet 58 Earls Strafford 
| Marquis of Wincheſter | Effingham 
Hertford | Hillſborough 
Earls Ferrers : 7 Exeter 
Paulett | Mansfield 
Clarendon : | _ Bathurſt 
Sandwich _ | Guildford 
Pomfret _ = Darlington - 
Hardwicke | Buckinghamſhire 
Orford 8 Macclesfield | 
Marquis of n ve 8 Mount Edgcumbe 
Earls Kinnoul : Camden 
. Stanhope CR "Digby - 
Oxford 8 1 Albemarle 


Viſcount 
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Viſcount Dudley and Ward | Barons Say and Sele 
Barons Craven | rantley 
_ __, Montague, of Boughton Heathfield 
Clinton | Dinevor 
Rodne 0 35 Romney 
Camel ford | Sondes 
Foley Ponſonby. 


Total Peers dead, or Scots Peers i in the laſt, but not in this Parliament 37 
Total Creations, new Biſhops, and new Scots TURN — — 44 
Total Peers ſueceeding by deſcent er — 2 1 49 


— 


N Total changes ſince the Impeachment | 180 
N. B. Two Dukes of Somerſet, two Earls of Guildford, tive "Vion 


Montague, two Biſhops of Hereford, and two Et of = OY * 
| —_ ſince the trial of Mr. HO commenced. 5 


3 


Se MANAGERS 22 Parliament. 
Mr. Burke Mr. Adam Mr. Montague. 
: PETS: Dab. . 
. General Burgoyne. 
on F OREIGN SERVICE, out of the Kingdom. 
Sir Gilbert Elliot Sir J. Erſkine St, Clair. 
Succeeded to PEERAGES. 
Lord North Lord Maitland. 
d out of 20 changed, 
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THE LORDS COMMITTRES 


APPOINTED TO _ 


Search for PRECEDENTS of the Manner of proceeding 


to JUDGMENT upon the Impeachments for High Crimes 


and Miſdemeanors. 


— . 
* . 


By the Lords Committees appointed to ſearch for Pre. 


cedents of the Manner of proceeding to Judgment 
upon Impeachments for High Crimes and Miſde- 
| TH 1905 Ho did ET AG, 
' ORDERED TO REPORT, _ + 
11 the Committee had met, and had examined the Rolls of 


Parliament and Journals of the Houſe, in relation to the pro- 


ceedings in Parliament, in cafes where judgment had been given 


upon the trials of perſons impeached of high crimes and miſde- 


meanors, which are as follow; {wvidelicet ), 
* 5 


1. Richard Lyons, merchant of London, was impeached by the 
Commons, (50 Edw. III. 1376.— Rol. Parl. vol. ii. p. 323.) 


1. For covinouſly procuring licence to export wool elſewhere 


than to the ſtaple at Calais. 3 
2. For collecting impoſts for his own uſe on wools, wool fells, 
and other wares, without aſſent of Parliament, or charging himſelf 
on record to the King, or paying him in cath, : „ 
3. For a uſurious loan to the King of 20,000 marks, to be paid 
30,000. 8 1 | BE = 1 8 
4. For buying up the King's debts at low diſcount, and pro- 
curing payment in full, and for taking brocage to procure pay- 
ment to the King's creditors: And ſeveral facts were alleged in 
particular. N | | 


He denied the third; (videlicet), che uſurious loan, and pleaded 


the King's command for the ſecond; (videlicet), the impoſt on 
wool, &c. which, however, he could not produce under ſeal or 
otherwiſe; and the King diſclaimed it. For the reſt he threw 
himſelf on the King's grace. | | w 


The 


r 


The judgment pronounced was, impriſonment during the King's 
pleaſure, fine and ranſom according to the degree of his offence, 
loſs of franchiſe of London, incapacity of office, prohibition to 


come to Council or Court: - 


At a future day he was brought up again before the Lords, and 
told, that his offences were ſo great, that ſatisfaction had not been 


made; he therefore ſubmitted body; lands, and goods, to the 


_ King's pleaſure. 


It was be g ordered, that his lands and goods ſhould be 
i 


ſeized into the King's hands, and his body impriſoned during his 
vleaſure. | | | 1 
f As to the general allegations, inqueſt was awarded. 


2. William Lord Latymer was impeached; (50 Edv. III. 1376. 


 —Rolls Par. vo ii. p. 324-) 1 Os 

1]. For taking victuals and ranſom of Becherell and Plymmei- 
ſon in Bretaigne, contrary. to the King's order, as appeared in 
Rageman's inqueſt, ſealed by Lords in Bretaigne. | | 
2d. Acceſſion to the uſury of Lyons, in lending 20, ooo marks 


to be repaid 30,000, which was advanced partly out of the King's 


+ 


money, of which Latymer was treaſurer. 


zd. Licences to export wool elſewhere than to the ftaple at 


Calais, 57 12 
th. Taking impoſts thereon. 


1ſt. Latymer denied, the matter in the inqueſt from Bretaigne 
called Rageman, but put himſelf on the King's favour for 15, o 


livres, which he had taken for ranſom. 
2d. He denied the loan. | 


za. That the licences were granted not by him alone, but by 


joint advice of others, to the King's profit. 
th. The impoſts were voluntary offers of the merchants. 


After much deliberation, private and public, judgment was 


given, that he was, by his own fingle counſel, in default on the 
loans, and on the licences againſt the ſtaples, and the impoſts, that 
he ſhould be impriſoned with the Marſhal, and make fine and ran- 
fom at the King's pleaſure :—But he was let to mainprize, / 


3. Elys, of Varmouth, was impeached by the Cominons; and 


alſo by Botild and Coupere, of taking petit cuſtoms from veſlels 
driven in by ſtreſs of weather, and which did not break bulk 
(which he denied); and that he procured the impriſonment of 
Botild and Coupere (who came to complain to Parliament) by 
warrant per mandatum Regis, obtained on falſe ſuggeſtion, (50 Edw. 


III.—Kolls Parl. vol. ti. p. 327-) 


ranſom, and awarded 20l. a- piece to Botild and Coupere. _ 

R _ Lords ſent the demand for petit cuſtoms. to the King's 

Bench. FFF 
| | - | 4+ Pecchee 


W n. . 5 
Giga, ig ens AE Lee TG; iy ee ee — Ka, —— 


„% . 


Whereupon the Lords committed him on the ſtatute, for the 
Halſe complaint to the King, and adjudged him to make fine and 
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4. Pecchee was impeached by the Commons for ſuing out an op 


preſſive patent for monopoly of ſweet wines, and taking an advance 
of 138. 4d. on each pipe, whereof 108. was due by t th 
the oy (50 Edw. 1 


e patent to 
II. 1376.—— Rolls Parl. vol. ii. p. 328, et ſeq.) 


The Commons therefore prayed that he ſhould. account to the 


King for the 108. and do juſtice to the reſt. 


He pleaded that 38. 4d. was ſettled as the proper demand be. 
yond the 108. by the Mayor and Aldermen of London, which they 


denied. Whereupon he was adjudged to priſon, and to make 


fine and ranſom, and paſa: to the parties WE by his ex- 


| tortion. | 


5. Lord Nevill was dah 1 the 8 among other 


things, for buying the King's tallies of Lady Ravenfholm at diſ- 
count, and getting entire e (59 Ws III. I 1376 ---Rolls 
Parl. vol. it. p. 328.) 


Judgment, that he ſhould as ſatisfation to Lady Ravenſ- 


holm's executors, and be puniſhed, according to the nature of hi: 


miſdeed, like the reſt, by impriſonment, fine, and ranſom. 


Lord Latymer reſtored upon objeftion. to the proceedings. (51 
Edw. III. 1376.), 
Like PRRINE's for the reſt Glappointed by the breaking vp of 


| Parliament. 


R 


The Sande prayed, uns all who had farrendered the King 8 
caſtles might be puniſhed according to their deſerts. AE: Rich. II. 
1377.—-Rolls Parl. vol. iii. p. 14.) 


OF 7 Richard le Scroop, Steward ak the Houſehold, arraigned : 
them before the STE, Wines. on the matter, condemned them to 


death. 


The Lords ex mero. motu brought up Alice Perrers, and com- 
manded the Steward BE the Houſehold, Richard le E to 
arraign her. | 


She pleaded Not Guilty ; ; 5 it was 10 8256 to an Inqueſt of 
the Houſehold, who found her guilty. 

The Lords found the ordinance of 50 Edw. I. to be a ſtatute, 
and ordered her to be baniſhed, _ | 


Tue Commons W uch e William de la Poole, Earl 
of Suffolk, late Chancellor: 18 ee II. 1386.—-Rolls Parl. vol. ii. 


p- 216.) 


That, being Chancellor, he purchaſed "Aa &c. to a a large 


amount, contrary to his oath, and without deſert, conſidering the 


wants of the realm ; and that they were extended at under value 
in deceit of the King. 


That he ſaid in Parliament, that 1 meaſures 4 by 


the Nine Lets Committees for the 2 weal ought to be ex& 


1 oe; 7 


ua hu the 
rincipal office 


That money granted by the 88 to be laid out in a certain by 


manner was otherwiſe expended by his default. | | 

That Tydman had forfeited his annuity of 5ol. out of the euſ- 
toms of Hull, and it had been diſcontinued twenty or thirty years; 
but the Chancellor purchaſed it, and the-King confirmed. 


That the High Maſter of St. Anthony being ſchiſmatic, and 5 


the profits due to the King were rented by the Chancellor at 20 


marks, whereby he 55 ained 000 marks, and the ſucceſſor coul 


not obtain livery but by a recognizance, to pay the Chancellor and 
his ſon John 100l. Ken annum for their lives. 


That the e 
ſubverſive of the King's courts and laws. 
That 10,000 "walk were borrowed by ordinance of Parliament; 


at the expence of 3,000, for Ghent; but, by the Chancellor's de- 


fault, the town was loſt, and the 3.000 marks. 
The Earl ſaid, proteſting, © 


That, as s Chancellor, he 8 3 Kine, 2 ck; n Y | 


to anſwer but in his royal preſence 


That he ought to anſwer by attorney; but the Lords thought * 


more honourable for him to anfwer in perſon. 

That the lands were fairly purchaſed for valuable n 
when the King gave him the earldom of Suffolk, but the lands had 
been leaſed to ff * een and Lady Suffolk; and his Majeſty gave 
him others till thoſe Thould fall in. This was confirmed in Parlia- 
ment. That no extents were made while he was Chancellor, but 
he took them at the higheſt exiſting. ; 

That as to executing the meaſures of the Nine Lords Comunit= 
tees, that relates to other officers and councillors as well as him, 
who, as he is adviſed, ought to join the defence. 

The ſame anſwer. to the third article: owns, that a ſubſidy was 
not expended according to the condition of the grant; and to the 
leventh, that 3, 00 marks, and Ghent, were loſt. 

That Tydman's annuity was not forfeited, but fairly 3 

That the King gave the hoſpital of St. Anthony in commendam 
to him and his ſon, for the rent of 20 marks; at that time he 
knew not the value, but found it was 400 marks, which he told 
the King, who ſtill would give it him, but he prevailed to turn it 
to free a alins; | 

It being eccleſiaſtical, he ſucd for it to the Pope,” who gave it 
bis ſon, on condition that he ſhould be profeſſed. He ſued again to 
the Pope for a diſpenſation, pending” which Tuit came a av 
with whom he compounded. 

As to the Dover charter and the reſt, more rener n , 
he followed the warrant ; and if they were unlawful, that iafers oy 
| perſonal puniſhment, but wy repeal of the charters, 

; % 9 
Vol. II. Sure, 


9 254 3.20; 5 "fy 


o 1 m IMPEACHMENTS, -, a 
were not, by default of him who was the King 2 


nted to Dover was in diſheriſon of the crown, : 
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As he claimed to repreſent the royal perſon, and had power 


o 


over the other officers, he muſt anſwer for their default, eſpecially 


as he promiſed the execution of the meaſures in Parliament. 


Ly 


They proved the forfeiture of 'Tydman. - 


le as Chancellor ought to have given livery gratis to the 10 


viſor. 02 ON: . | 
The Chancellor is anſwerable for the legality of the patents he 


ine: | A | 
| Ihe Earl rejoined; 


That his oath bound him only to inform the King truly, after 
which he was not anſwerable for his grants to others, or hindered 
from taking favour himſelf. But if any will take the bargain off 
his hands, he agrees to ſell as he bought. 


It was not as Chancellor, but an amicable adjuſtment of doubtful 


claims, between his ſon and the provifor. -_ „„ 
HFHereupon the Earl was committed to the Conſtable of England 
{and let to mainprize}, for the heinouſneſs of the charge. 

The judgment of the Lords, with reaſons delivered, was, 


That the lands and their meſne profits ſhould be feiſed to the 


King's uſe, except the title and 20l. per annum out of the Earldom 
of Suffolk, and the 3400 marks a- year which he gave in exchange. 
The charter to 'Tydman repealed. 7 | | 


| The 400 marks ariſing annually from St. Anthony, and the 10ol. | 
ger annum from the proviſor, ſhould be forfeited to the King, 


. As to the three articles, the meaſures of the Nine Lords Com- 
mittees, the keeping of the ſea and Ghent, he ought not to be im- 


peached by himſelf without the others his companions, who were 


then of the King's Council. 


The Dover patent repealed, and the other patents generally men- 
tioned, if they ſhould be found wrong. 


Di, Marti, 24" Aprilia 1621, poſt Meridiem. - 
The Prince acquainted the Houſe, that the Lord Chancellor“ had 


| ſent a ſubmiſſion to their Lordſhips, which was read, but not be- 


ing ſufficient, the collection of corruptions was read by Mr. At- 


torney, and ſent to the Lord Chancellor, with the cau es why his | 


. confeſſion was not fully ſet down. 


Report made by the meſſengers, that his Lordſhip ſaid he would 
return the Lords an anſwer, which not being thought ſatisfactory, 


another meſſage was ſent to him to know if he would confeſs or 
ſttand on his defence? and an anfwer was returned, that he would 


make no defence, but make a particular confeſſion, and after that a 
ſubmiſſion, and time was given him for that purpoſe ; and a me- 
morandum is made, that a letter from the Lord Chancellor to che | 


A Bug Lord Viſcount St. Alban, 


7 I 7 ies * oath, and the inequality of the bargain ut | 


— 2 ys 4 wo 


Lord | | 


8 1 


' GIVING JUDGMENT . EACH rs. Aut 
Lord Chief Juſtice was taken no notice of, becauſe not directed to 
the Houſe, 25th April. The Lord Chief Juſtice ſignified to the 


Houſe, that he had received from the Lord Chancellor a paper 


roll, fealed up, which was opened, and being found directed to 


their Lordſhips, the ſame was read, containing his confeſſion and 


fubmiſſion, and thereupon ſeveral Lords were appointed to go and 


| ſhew it him, and to know whether it was his own hand that was 


ſubſcribed to it, and whether he would ſtand. to it or not? 


And their Lordſhips reported, that he told them, it was his act, 
his hand, his heart, and befeeched them for mercy; whereupon 


the Prince was defired to move the ING 4 ſe oe the Great 
„ that he had moved his 


Seal, zoth April. His Highneſs reporte 
Majeſty accordingly, who moſt willingly yielded thereto, ſaying, 


he would have done it, if he had not been moved therein, zoth 


April, pot meridiem. TS Pe In hh 
Die Mercuri, 20 Maii 1621, poſt Meridiem. x 


Agreed, to proceed to ſentence the Lord Chancellor to-morrow 


morning; wherefore the Gentleman Uſher and the Serjeant at 


Arms, attendants on this Houſe, were commanded to go and ſum- 
mon him, the Lord Chancellor, to appear here in perſon to-morrow. 
morning, by nine of the clock; and the Serjeant was commanded 
to take his mace with him, and to ſhew it unto his Lordſhip at the 
ſad ſummons. © bs FFC 
„ Die Fovis, 30 Mali 1621. 5 
The Gentleman Uſher and the Serjeant at Arms attending this 
Houſe, reported, that (according to the appointment of their 
Lordſhips yeſterday) they repaired laſt night unto the Lord Chan- 


cellor, whom 78 found ſick in bed; and they ſigniſied unto him 
e 


their Lordſhips pleaſure, and ſaid they were ſent to ſummon him 
to appear here, 5 


clock : Who anſwered that he is fi 


come. 


The Lords reſolved to proceed notwithſtanding againſt the Lord 
Chancellor; and the King's Attorney having read the charge and 


confeſſion, it was put to the queſtion, Whether-the Lord Chancellor 


be guilty of the matters wherewith he is charged or no? And it 


was agreed by all, nemine difſentiente, that he was thereof guilty. 


And to the end the Lords might the more freely diſpute and re- 


ſolve what ſentence to paſs upon the Lord Chancellor for his ſaid 
offences, the Court was adjourned ad libitum. .. 
The Houſe being reſumed, and the Lord Chief Juſtice returned 


to his place, it was on to the queſtion, Whether the Lord Viſcount. 
A hancellor) ſhall be ſuſpended of all his titles of 
nobility, during his life, or no? And it was agreed per plures, that 


dt. Alban (Lord 


he ſhould not be ſuſpended thereof.—(Journals of the Houſe of 
| art, wei Re rn A Oren OR 


aa 


efore their Lordſhips, this morning by nine of the 
ck, and proteſted he feigned not 
this for an excuſe; for if he had been well, he would willingly have 
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Die Jouu, 26 Aprilis 1624. 


NET” 


2 Memorandum. That Mr. Serjeant Crew came to the Clerks 


table, and opened the offences committed by Sir Francis Mitchell, 


Priſoner in the Tower, and the proofs thereof. . 
Sir Fravcis Mitchell being called to the bar, was charged with 
the ſaid offences; and made his anſwer unto them particular). 


* - 


Die Venerit, 4* Maii 1621. 


"ihe 8 wherewith Sir Francis Mitchell is charged 26th | 


April 1621, being read, the Houſe was adjourned ad libiium. "1 
Ar. Serjeant Crew having opened the charge and the proofs 


( (which were read by the Clerk), the Houſe was reſumed again. 


It was put to the queſtion, Whether Sir Francis Mitchell be ſo 


guilty of the offences, or any of them, charged upon him, that is 


worthy to be cenſured ? 8 3 | 
Agreed unto per onnes,—(Journals of the Houſe of Lords, 


PL, Die Mercurii, 120 Mais 1624. . 
The Lord Treaſurer + being at the bar, and being admitted to 
ſpeak in his own defence, his Lordſhjp firſt repeated the ſeveral 
heads of the matters wherewith he is charged; (videlicet), 

% the Weardube, 7 > 07 on Re Pe oo 

2. Touching the two bribes received of the Farmers of the | 


_ Cuſtoms. 


3. Compoſitions.of the out-ports for grocery. © Ft 
neee ie Ordnance,” 
% A 795% 7 nn bir 
5 The Lord Treaſurer being withdrawn, and the Houſe adjourned 
„ 
Me. Attorney General read that part of the charge againſt the 


Lord Treaſurer which concerned the Wardrobe, 


The Lord Treaſurer undertook the office of the Wardrobe in the 


26th year of the King's Majeſty's reign, and continued the-ſervice 
of that place from Michaelmas anno 16% unto Michaelmas 190. 


This office he took upon him under pretence of doing his Majeſty 
ſpecial ſervice; and for that purpoſe obtained a certain aſſignment 


8. 


of 20,008]. per annum, or thereabofts, which was duly paid unto 
him by way of impreſt. . 


Inſtead of doing ſervice, he hath. brought that place into diſor- 


ceixed for the execution o 


der and confuñon; he hath not duly ſerved the warrants which he 
ſhould have ſerved ; he hath not duly paid the workmen and cre- 
-ditors ; he hath neither kept orderly accounts, nor yielded any; 
but, under colour of pretended ſervice of great importance, hath 
procured gifts and 8 of great ſums of money which he re- 

tf that place, and for the Queen's funeral. 


Sic 8 1 1 Earl of Middleſex. 85 : Cad 


S "GIVING*JUDGMENT IN IMPEACHMENTS, 213 
And their Lordſhips having duly conſidered of the crimes ob- 
jected againſt the Lord Treaſurer, for not entering into a book of 

accompts the warrants and emptions (as he ought to have er s 
whereby 'the ſettlement and ancient inſtitution of that office is a 

together broken, and for not ferving the warrants directed unto 
him for the King's own perſon, though he was often urged there- 

_ unto; nor paying divers of the creditors for ſuch tuff as they ſerved 
in, although he received 20,000l. per annum, by way of impreſt, 
for the ordinary charge only of that office, which a far leſs ſum 
would have fully defrayed ; and for that he had not performed that 
good ſervice, which he pretended, unto his Majeſty ; but, under 
pretence thereof, had procured unto himſelf great and large gifts 

from his Majeſty, and a pardon of divers great ſums of money. 

And the King's Counſel having fatisfied their Lordſhips, that 
the ſaid pardon to the Lord Treaſurer did not pardon his Lord- 
ſhip's not accompting . he By 
| The Houſe was reſumed, and put to the queſtion: 1 

1. Whether the Lord Treaſurer, for his carriage in the office of 


the Wardrobe, be cenſurable or no? 


© - And generally agreed unto by all (nemine diſentiente) to be cen- 
Pd . ran ed bb 


855 Die Mercuri, 1 20 Maii 1624, poſt Meridiem. 
The Houſe is adjourned ad libitum. 3 
Mr. Attorney read that part of the charge againſt the Lord 
Treaſurer, which concerned the taking of 5ool., of the Farmers of 
the wines and currants for a bribe; and of 5001. of the Farmers of 
the great farm of cuſtoms for a bribe; and for exacting of 100l. of 
the ſaid Farmers of wines and currants. „ N 
And their Lordſhips took into their conſideration the Lord Trea- 
ſurer's anſwer unto the ſaid two bribes: - | 
All which being fully diſcuſſed, the Houſe was reſumed ; and it 
was put tc P | 
Whether upon this whole charge the Lord Treaſurer be cen» 
ſurable 6r n- e ; 1 
And agreed generally to be cenſured, mme. 
The Houſe being again adjourned ad libitum; Mr. Attorney Ges. 
neral read that part of the charge againſt the Lord Treaſurer, 
which concerned his Lordſhip's procuring of George Herriott to 
ſurrender, his leaſe of the farm of ſugars, which he held upon a 
rent of 10,000-marks per annum to the King, and for procuring a 
new leaſe thereof immediately unto two of his Lordſhip's ſervants 
(to his own uſe) at-2,000l. per annum; and for denying the mer- 
chants, upon their exportation of ſugars; the impoſts paid there- 
tore upon the importation, as his Lordſhip ought to have done, hy 
5 Fa of his Majeſty's letters patent of 5 Dec. anno 8% 
act. CC rg EEC tt er Ps: 
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„ —_ REPORT ON. THE MODE OF rr 
V Upon: reading whereof, the Lord Keeper fignified unto their 
- Lord(hips, that he had received a meſſage from the King touching 
_ this charge; videlicet, That his Majeſty did freely give unto the 


Lotd Treafurer 4,020]. per annum, out of the ſaid leaſe of ſugars, 


the ſame to begin preſently after the date thereof. | 
Their Lordſhips taking into their conſideration that this was the 
King's free gift, they did not think it fit to cenſure the Lord 

. Treaſurer for the ſame, although his Lordſhip had unduly in- 
formed his Majeſty of good ſervices done in the office oy the 
Wardrobe (which his Lordſhip performed not), for which this 
leaſe of ſugars was given him; neither did his Lordſhip inform 


bis Majeſty (for ought appears), that a debt of 75,0001. was in- 


falled upon that leaſe, the which his Lordſhip transferred to the 
Harm of tobacco. VV )) 
And as touching the denial of the impoſt unto the merchants 


wpon the exportation of ſugars, for that his Lordſhip affirms that 
the Under-farmers of the ſaid ſugars from him are liable to the re- 


| yment of the ſaid impoſt (if any be due), their Lordſhips did 
- mot think it fit to cenfure the Lord Treaſurer for the ſame. 
And the Houſe being reſumed, it was put to the queſtion; 


Whether the Lord Treaſurer ſhall be free from any cenſure in this | 
| _ particular charge or no? | | Ei ho > | 


And generally agreed to be freed. 8 


The Houſe was again adjourned ad libitum : And Mr. Attorney 


* 


General read that part of the charge againſt the Lord Treaſurer, | 


which concerns the compoſition for grocery .ware in the city of 

Briſtol, which city had refuſed to yield unto any compoſition for 

| the fame; and 2 the Lord Treaſurer had given warrant to levy 
the ſame againſt their wills, and to ſtay rhe entering of their goods 

until the ſame were paid accordingly. © 

letter, dated 1610, for levying the faid compoſition, agreeth with 

te letter written by this Lord Treaſurer, and for that divers“ of 


_ Briſtol had paid the like compoſition, and for that it did not ap- 


r that the Lord Treaſurer did thereby ſeek any benefit to him- 
Fa, their Lordſhips did not think him fit to be cenſured for the 


Wherefore the Houſe being reſumed, it was put to the queſtion; | 
Whether the Lord Treaſurer ſhall be free of cenſure in this charge 


of groeery or no? 1 
T agreed to be fred. 


The Houſe being adjourned ad Hbitum a alnq Mr. Attorney 


General read another part of the Lord Treaſurer's-charge, videli- 
cet, That his Lordſhip for theſe two years and a half (ſince he was 


Lord Freafurer) hath not obſerved the two- proportions or eſta - 
Hhliſnments for the ordinary and ſupply of the Office of the Ord- | 


| pance, 


And for that it appeared that the Lord Treaſurer Dorſett's 


- a 1 
F d.a+T TT ot a AZ 1 - A 


G oe. a A Gs os Lo: 


© © GIVING JUDGMENT IN mir EAODUHEü s. ti. 
nance, neither that which was ſettled for the Copply thereof bx 


Privy Seal, anno ſexto' Jacobi, for the ordinary of that ſervice, nor 


that in aund 1620, ſet down by his Lordfhip and the other Com- 


miſſioners of the Navy, for the prefent ſupply thereof, where! 
the ſtores are in effect wholly unfurniſhed; 2 that his Lordſhip, 


fince he was Lord Treaſurer, neglected, and kept not the contract 


made by himſelf and other Commiſſioners with Mr. Evelyn for 
cunpowder, to the hazard of the kingdoms, and prejudice of the 
King; and that he made unlawful bargains for the lands of Sir 
Roger Daliſon, contracting to procure payment of old arrears of 
debt, which he performed when he became Treaſurer; and to pre- 
cure the 11 of Baronets; and a ſuit to the King for com- 
pounding with 


unto them. Sk | ns | 
And their Lordſhips having fully diſcuſſed the great negle& of 
the Lord Treaſurer to iſſue the King's money for the I ae of 
the King's ſtore of munitions with armour and powder, and that 


yet he paid the arrear of debts to that office for his own particular . 


profit, upon a contract with the ſaid officers ; and having conſi- 


dered his Lordſhip's great miſdemeanors in the bargains for che 
{ faid lands of Sir Roger Daliſon, extended for that debt, and his 


Lordſhip propounding, for part of payment thereof, the making 
of Baronets, and a ſuit for the compounding of his Majeſty 
1 of Wakefield, and his Lordſhip's anſwer unto this, 
idelicet, That he preferred this ſuit unto the King in pity of Sir 


Thomas Mounſon's eſtate (a man heretofore of good account ian 
his country, and now decayed), which their Lordſhips thought 


it moſt ſordid, for a Lord Treaſurer to make uſe of for his own 


benefit ; and it: ppearing unto their Lordſhips that the ſaid Lord 


Treaſurer had ſet on foot an old outlawry upon a debt long ſince 


paid by the faid Sir Roger Daliſon, and that his Lordſhip, upon 


pretence of a debt to the King where there was none, procured a 


_ revocation of letters of adminiſtration granted of Sir Roger Dak- 


ſon's goods, and had written his letter unto the Judges of the 


Common Pleas, for the countenancing of this indirect courſe to 
| wreſt the ſaid leaſe from the ſaid Sir Richard Smith and Sir Joha' 
Davy, formerly granted unto them by the ſaid Sir Roger Daliſon. 
All theſe being fully debated, the Houſe was reſumed, and it was 


put to the queſtion ; 


— „* : 
N 


| Whether the Lord FT reaſurer be worthy of 4 cenſure, | 5 regard ö | 
of this, whole charge, both for the three bargains, and for agt | 


ſupplying the Office of the Ordnance? | 
5 And generally agreed unto by all to be cenſured. 


The Houſe was again adjourned ad libitum; and Mr. Attorney 


dead the reſt of the charge againſt the Lord Treaſurer ; videlicet, 


Py 


is Majeſty's copy-holders of Wakefield, which he 
valued at 2,000l.; and for ufing indirect means, and the er and 
countenance of his place, to wreft Sir Richard Smith and Sir 
John Devye out of a leaſe which Sir Roger Daliſon had paſſed 
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26  _ - REPORT ON THE MODE or 


That the Lord Treaſurer being Maſter of the Wards, did, in aus 
Domini 1622, cauſe the inſtructions ſet forth by his Majelty in gy 

1618, for the well-ordering of the Court of Wards, to. be altered 
againſt the will of the officers, by the miſinformation of his Ma. 
jeſty, whereby he hath taken the petitions from the Clerk of that 
Court, and appropriated them unto himſelf and his Secretary; and 


that his Lordſhip having to himſelf concealed. wardſhips, he may 


eaſily make wardſhips concealed by the courſe: of the ſaid new in- 
ſtructions; and that his Lordſhip hath doubled the fees for conti- 
nuances of liveries, and made a ſtamp, and delivered the ſame to 
his Secretary, who hath ſtamped therewith, in the abſence of the 
maſter, tenders, continuances, warrants to the Great Seal, grants 
of wardſhips and leaſes, indentures of liveries, &,  _ | 

And their Lordſhips conſidering that it was not proved by the 
examination of witneſſes, that the Secretary was appointed to take 
any fees for the ſaid petitions, either for himſelf or for the Lord 
Treaſurer ; nor that the Lord Treaſurer had made any benefit to 
himſelf of concealed wards, by virtue of the ſaid new inſtructions; 
therefore their Lordſhips thought his Lordſhip not cenſurable for 
thoſe two points of this charge; but as touching the doubling of 
fees of continuances of liveries, they thought his Lordſhip wortlry 
to be cenſured, both in reſpect of the grievance of the ſubject, and 
of his Lordſhip's anſwer. unto the fame; (videlicet), It is the 
King's grace to the people; let them pay for it: And for that he 
delivered a ſtamp unto his Secretary, whereby he committed the 
great truſt ws 4. in him by his Majeſty, unto his ſervant, not 
ocigning to ſign the petitions, liveries, and warrants to the Great. 
Deal, 


with his own name, their Lordſhips thought him worthy 0. 


be highly cenſured for the ſame. 5 th . 
And therefore the Houſe being reſumed, the queſtion was put, 
Whether che Lord Treaſurer deſerves a "cenſure upon the 
+ mhole-chage or no? . . 
))VVVVVVVVVVVTTVVTTT 
Ordered, that the Gentleman Uſher. and the Serjeant at Arms, 
attendants on this Houſe, do ſummon the Earl of Midd.* Lord 


Treaſurer of England, to appear preſently before their Lordſhips.. 


This was ſigned by the Lord Keeper, and delivered to the Gen- 
nn ans} a ?ò? OI AM Sis. 
The Houſe being adjourned ad libitum; the Clerk read the heads 
of the ſix charges againſt the Lord Treaſurer, and the fix ſeveral 
votes of the: Houſe which were yeſterday paſſed upon the ſame. | 
And the Lords having deliberately conſidered upon the proofs of 
bribery, extortions, oppreſſions, wrongs, and deceits, objected 
| N the Lord Treaſurer, their Lordſhips found the fame to be 


AB . i 


| molt apparently proved ; and alſo having conſidered his Lordſhip” 3 


allegations, a cenſure againſt him was drawn up, and notice ſent to 
the Commons, that the Lords were 2 to a on? —— e ; 


deing come, the ſame was-pro! 


the Honſe of "Ho" vol, We) 


Die A 119 Ju ii 5 1628. 


* Roget Manwaringe, Doctor in Divifity, being this day brought 
to the bar, the declaration of the Commons againſt him was 


read. 
And then Mr. Serjeant Crewe and Mr, Attorney General did 
charge him with the offences contained ta the ſaid declaration, and 
opened the proofs of the ſaid offences out of the PO laces of 


his two ſermons, which he preached before the King” ajeſty in 


y laſt: And they the ſaid Mr. Serjeant Crewe and Mr. . Attomey 
General did further charge the ſaid Roger Manwaringe for preach- 
ing a'third ſermon, 4% Mai laſt, fitting the Parliament, in his own 


pariſh church of St. Gyles in the Fields ; wherein he * 


three articles to this effect, videlicet, &Cc. 


„ Die Veneris, x39 Junii 1628. 

Dr. Nase being chis day brought to the bar "WY the 
Lords, and admitted ny, 
Commons againft him, 3 in effect as followeth, &c. | 

The priſoner being” yOu; the Lords conſidered of their | 
cenſure . 252 | | 


tip galt, 16 . 1628, 


Meſſage t to the Commons, That the Lords are ready to — | 


to judgment againſt Dr. Manwaringe, if they, with their 
will come. to demand the ſame, &c. _ 

Judgment given ; and then. the Commons departed, and Dr. 
Manwaringe was ſent IR tothe tions of the  Houls 
of A vob RIG. 2 


| Die Acud, 2 — be- 5 
| The Houls ba informed, that Dr. 6 
door; he was called in, and kneeling at the bar, delivered his an- 
ſwer to the articles of impeachment againſt him. x 


A —_ was ſent to the Houſe of Commons, to acquaint them 


chat Dr. Henry-Sacheverell hath put in his anſwer to the articles of 
impeachment ſent from their Houſe againſt him, which their Lord» 


ſhips communicated to them; and deſire that the faid 2 785 _ 


{wer uy be returned with convenient ſpeed. | 
- "iy [ITY 3e Februarii 470. 


* a a er from the Houſe of 3 to return 
Dr. Sacheverell's anſwer to the impeachment againſt him; toge- 


ther with the replication of the Commons to the ſaid anſwer, 
* II. Sorrr. Zh * e) | 
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| | aſſembled, That 
tried at the bar of this Houſe on Thurſday 4 - PIR * 952 ” 


if | REPORT ON THE MODE or 


1 1 ordered —_ Lords Spiritual and Teoporal. in 8 
enry Sacheverell, Doctor in Divinity, ſhall be 


g Rants at eleven o'clock i in a che nn. PEN 
| Die Marti, 14* Marti 1709. i 


The Duke of Bolton reported from the Lords ee ap- 
inted to ſearch and inſpect precedents of impeachments concern. 
1ng crimes and miſdemeanors, and report ſuch of them as they 


| _ think proper to be laid before the Houſe, in relation to Dr. Sa- 


cheverell's impeachment. 


The abſtracts of which impeachments were read, as alſo ſome of 


the impeachments at large, out of the Journals. 


Aer which, and debate Werde ſeveral propoſals being 


4 And a debate ariſing, Whether a queſtion ſhould belated? 2 
| | It was propoſed to adjourn the Houſe j. *_ 
en the queſtion was put, "ES 
Whether this Houſe ſhall be now adjourned 3 5 
It was reſolved in the negative. | 


The queſtion was put, That, by the ove and uſage of PEN 

in proſecutions by n for high crimes and miſdemean- 

ors, by writing or ſpeaking, the particular words ſuppoſed to be 

erg are not _ ry to be GP dna in ſuch _ 

ments? 155 
It was . in the affirmative. US 
Diffentient. | W 
It is reſolved 8 the Lords 8 Spirit and me ral, in Parlia- 

h 


ment aſſembled, at, by A w and uſag e 0 Parliament, in 
proſecutions by impeachments for high Wo and miſdemeanors, 


4 


by writing or ſpeaking, the particular words ſu OY to be 


criminal are not neceſſary to be py ſpecified in ſuch im- 


Pon 
| It is ordered by the Lords Spiritual ad Temporal, in Palin 


ment aſſembled, That, on Thurſday next at eleven o'clock, this 
Houſe ſhall proceed upon the impeachment of e Sacheretcl, 
Doctor in Dovinitys 1 55 * article. . 8 8 


Bi Jui, 169 Mani 1709. 


* 
4 


— rr the. nnen of Dr. Henry Sacheverell, article 
by article: 


And it being moved to e That the Commons had made 


„ 


good the firſt article againft Dr, Sache verell 1 
| After 1 fn debate thereupon, ANGIE * 


Then the #7 of the 14th inſtant being IF he 3 "ts | 


. \ nas JUDGMENT I IMPEACHMENTS, 5 . 


l was propoſed, That the Commons have made go 
thei fi * icle of ĩimpeachment againſt EI 1 . 588 
in Divinity. 

And, after further debate thereupon, 


This queſtion was „Whether this r fail be; now put! 2 
It was reſolved in ee „ e 
Diſſentient. | 


Then the main queſtion. was ” th That this 8 tive made 
good their firſt article of impeachment 3 ma Sacheverell, 
Re in Divinity? | | 

It was reſolved in the en 7 | 

| Diſfentient. | 


It is refolved bs the Lords Spiritual and e in Parlia- ; 
ment aſſembled, That the Commons have made good their firſt 
article of impeachment againſt Henry Sacheverell, Doctor in Di- 
vinit 

R ordered by the Lord Spiritual and Temporal in Poddiniwent 

_ aſſembled, That this Houſe ſhall to-morrow, at eleven o'clock, pro- 
ceed upon the ſecond article of e N e on. 
verell, Door in PRI: 52 
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He ener jr, 170 Marti 170. 3 


The Houſe 8 to the order 24 ke into __ 
eration the ſecond article of the Commons impeachment againſt 
enry Sacheverell, Doctor in DF.” | 
And after debate thereupon, | 
This queſtion was put, 
That the 8 17279 made good th the [icons article of their 
| impeachment againſt Hen beyerd,. Doctor in Divinity? 
It was Efolved 3 in * affirmative, 8 . oe” 
Diſſentient. | 


Then the Uke queſtion. was ut, 8 upon the third and 
fourth articles, and reſolved in the affirmative; and diſſent. 


It is reſolved, by the Lo 2 — Spiritual and Temporal, in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, That the Commons have made good the ſecond, 


third, and fourth articles of their ee 3 Heory Sa 
cheverell, Doctor in Divinity. oy 


Then it being propoſed, That thi queſtion be aſked eve Lord 
in Weſtmiaſter Hall ;, (videlicet $6: 4 2 


That the ee having made good the ſeveral articles of i im- 
peachment againſt Henry Sacheverell, Doctor in Divinity, the 
ſaid Dr. 1 3 is LS of bigh crimes and miſ- 
1 | 


After . : 
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. ' REPORT ON THE 150 oo 
| | : It is ordered, That the further conſideration of © "OM 
; 5a 3 ener ſhall be adjourned to e. at * 

o doc 


| 52 Sabbati, 18 Marni 1709. 
c Then the queſtion ſed yeſterda whe aſked every 1e 
FO in Weſtminſter Tall, was read; 8 
That the Commons * made good the 3 articles of 
the impeachment againſt Henry acheverell, Doctor in Di- 
vinity, the ſaid Dr. Henry. Sacheverell is | guilty of high 
crimes and miſdemeanors ? | 


The order being alſo read for reſuming the 3 debate 

| thereupon : 3 
It was moved, and (after debate) agreed, to leave out the firſt 5 

part of the propoſed queſtion; (videlicet), _ 5 


That the Commons havin good the ſeveral ks of 
the Impeachment zn Heary Sacheverell, Doctor in Di- 


, vinity. ] 
It is ordered, by the 13 Spiritual and Temporal, in Parlia- 
ment afſembled, 'That the queſtion to be put to each Lord in the 
Fall, beginning at the junior Baron firſt, ſhall be, 


Is Dr. Henry Sacheverell fi uilty of high crimes and milde- 
meanors, charged upon him by the went of the 6. 
_ Houſe of Commons? 


FP hben it being propoſed t: to conſider what anſiver cd Lord ſhall | 
ive: | 
And debate thereupon ; | 9 8 a 
This queſtion was propoſed, . + 
Whether the Saf wer to be given by: each Lord ſhall be, Guilty 
or Not Guilty (only)? 


Then the queſtion was put, . | „ 
Whether the word (only) ſhall Aland part 0 t of the : queſtion? = 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. | ER | a 


I Then the queſtion was put, | 
Whether the anſwer to be given "Oh each 1 to the quel. 
tion to be put in Weſtminſter Hall, ſhall be EY © or Not 
Quilty (only)? 2 | 
It was reſolved in the een Any 3 MINT 
It is odered, by the Lords Spiritual and Tem wal, in Parke 
EY ment aſſembled, That the 8 to be 1 to each Lord in Welt- 
minſter Fall ſhall be, | 


Is Henry Sacheverell, Doftor i in Dirinity, guilty of high 
crimes and miſdemeanors charged on him by the impeach- 
ment of the Houſe of Commons? And the anſwer 385 
unto ſhall be * or Not Guilty only. 1 


| Dilſentient, 


Di | 


GIVING JUDGMENT IN IMPEACHMENTS. = a, 
| | ED 


Dia Lune, 20 Martii 1709. 


"The Houle, Hb to the arder of Saturday kf, aJjourned : 


into Weſtminſter Hall: 
And being there, the Houſe was reſumed : + 

And the Lord Chancellor declared, That the Lords bad agreed 
upon a queſtion to be put to each Lord, feverally, 


Tuben his Lordſhip put the neſtipn, Ss as ths + 3 
Baron firſt, as follows: 4 , beg! 8 J 


18 Dr. Henry Sacheverell 15 ity of bigh crimes and a milde. Y 
ning EY we RR. of the 4 Ih 


meanors, charged 
Houſe of Commons ? 


Aud having aſked every Sor preſent; and a having declared 1 


Guilty, or Not Guilty: 


His Lordſhip having caſt up t the votes, declared him Guilty.” 
 Difſentient, 


Then the Lord 3 commanded thut Dr. Sacheverett 
ſhould come to the bar; who coming accordingly, kneeled until 
he was bid to ſtand: up. 
| Then his Lordſhip declared to bim, That the Lords had fully 
. conſidered of his Saks and had found him guilty of high crimes 


and miſdemeanors, charged on him 70 the hs Lies of the 


Houſe of Commons. 


Then Dr. Sacheverell defired that his Counſel might be heard 

as to the matter of law to theſe two points : 

1ſt, That no entire clauſe, ſentence, or expreſſion, coutained in 
either of his two Sermons, or Dedications, 18 particularly ſet forih 
in his impeachment. And,” 

2dly. That the impeachment is by the Knights, Citizens, and 


Burgeſſes, Commiſſioners of Shires and Boroughs, in the name of 
themſelves, and of all the Commons of Great Britain; but the 


articles only by the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſfes, in the name 


of themſelves, and of all the Commons of Great Britain; which jg 
neither agreeable to the impeachment, nor to the title of the Houle 


« Commons fince the happy Union, 


Then the Houſe adjourned to the Thanks above. 
And the Lords being returned, 
The Houſe was reſumed ; _.. | 
And the Act made in the fixth year of her 1 Majelty, for 
rendering the Union of the two kingdoms more entire and. com- 
plete, being read, and conjjderation had of what was offered by 
Dr. Sacheverell, 
It 1s erde That to-morrow, at an 0 Nel this Houfe 


will take into conſideration is Sauer, to "MY pes the faid Dr. 


: Hear watts | 
| Di 


| REPORT ON TRE mob of | RA 


9 
Die Martit, 219 Marti 1 709. 


Then the Houſe (purſuant to the order yeſterday). TE into 
in conf deration what cenſure. to 7525 1 72 N Sacheyerell, Dottor 
in Divinity. 


And it being pipe as follows : 1 


1. That Dr. Henry Sacheverell be enjoined not to Seach curing 2 
the term of ſeven years. | 
2. That for the ſame term of years, to be made incapable of 
receiving any other eccleſiaſtical benefice than what he now enjoys. 

3. That he be impriſoned in the Tower for three months, and 
until he find ſureties for his good bebaviour during the term of 
ſeven years, before the two chief juſtices. X 
4. That his ſermons be burnt by the hangman, at the Exchange, 
in the preſence of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs. 4 | 


Then the Houſe took the propoſed cenſure into conſideration, | 
Paragraph by paragraph. | 0 

And after debate upon the firſt paragraph, . 

It was agreed to leave out the word (ſeven). / 

And it ©} eg end thereof to infer che word 
Feen F: 


Phe ae was s put, Whether the blank in the firſt a paragraph 
hall be filled up with the word (three) ? 
It was reſolved i in the affirmative, 5 


Then this queſtion was put, That Dr. . Sacheverell ſhall 
be enjoined not to preach during the term of three : watch 5 
It was reſolved i in the affirmative. 5 


Then the ſecond paragraph propoſed w was, That Dr. Henry 
e 


| | Sacheverell be made incapab] 
ies for the ſpace of three'years. 
And after debate thereupon, _ | 
This queſtion was put, That Dr. Henry Sacheverell * ned. 
incapable of receiving any further Ne omg +10 
. the ſaid term of three years? 
It was reſolved in che negative. 4 


Then the third paragraph propoſed, That Dr. COVE Sachererell | 
ſhall be impriſoned in the Tower for three Fe 5 until he 
find ſureties for his good behaviour, STE 
This was not inſiſted on. 5 | 


Then the fourth paragraph propoſed was, „That! Dr. Sacheverll 5 
two ſermons be burnt by the hangman at the | ata in the 
. of the Lord Mayer and Sheriffs, | 

And after further debate, 

"This queſtion was put, That the two 9 0 af Dr. 


_ Packererell, referred to by the e of the Houſe 
of 


receiving an th eccleſiaſtical bene 


ole 
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ll Commons, {hall be burnt before the Royal Exchange by 
the hands of the haugman, in the preſence of the Lord 
Mayor of London, and the two Sheriffs of London and 

Middleſen. 

"i was reſolved in the antes —Y ournals of the Houſe of 

Lords, vol. xix.) | 


Die Mercurii, 280 April 1725. 


| Ordered, That , the articles of impeachment for high crimes 
- and miſdemeanors, exhibited by the Houſe of Commons againſt 
Thomas. Earl of Macclesfield ; and the anſwer of the ſaid Earl, 
| together with the replication of the Houſe of Commons to the 
ſaid anſwer, be forthwith printed, or the beneſit and conveniency 
pof the Lords of this Houſe only, And delivered to 85 Clerk Aſſiſt- 
. Kant IF for _ purpole. 


Die Line, 5 2 1728. 


; The order being xead for taking into further conſideration the 
impeachment of the Earl of Macclesfield: 
It was propoſed to reſolve, That the Commons ave made good 
| Her | charge of high crimes and miſdemeanors. againſt the * 
arl 
And a queſtion being ſtated upon the ſaid propoſiti ition, 
The previous queſtion was put, Wann that A ſhall be 
nom put? 2 
| Reſolved in the * | 


Then the main queſtion was put, ö a 
That the Commons have made oh their ee of high 
- erimes and miſdemeanors againſt Thomas Earl of Mac- 
clesfield ? © | | 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


After which 
It was agreed, That the quedion to be put to each Lord e | 
beginning with the jnnior Baron, ſhall be, 
Is Thomas Earl of Macclesfield cuilty of high. crimes and 
miſdemeanors, Tharged on him To impeachment of the 
Houſe of: Commons, or not guilty 


4 And: every. Lord preſent ſhall declare his 3 uilty or not 
| a upon his honour, laying. his right hand upon Ft breaſt. 
Ordered, that this Houſe will proceed further on the impeach- 
| 2 e . of Macclesfield, to-morrow at twelye 
o' c | 
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© "Da Marti, 259 Maii' 1725. 


"= meſſag e was ſent to the Hopſe of Commons, to acquaint 
them, that the Lords are ready to proceed further upon the in - 
0 N againſt che Zack of * S a 


: Ke 


And the managers welng come, and col; as tn - 


The ufual proclamation Was made for ſilence. 
Aſter which the Speaker put the queſtion agreed on yeſterday 75 


to all the Lords preſent, beginning with the Junior Baron; (vide- 


licet), 


dhe Houſe of Commons, or not guilty? ? 


And their Lordſhips, ſeverally, declaring their opinion that be : 


was guilty: 


The Speaker declared the Houle had unanimouſiy found the ſaid | 
Earl guilty of high crimes and miſdemeatiors, charghd upon him | 


| by the impeachment of the Houſe of Commons. 


Then the managers were directed to withdraw. 
And the Houſe was adjourned,” during pleaſure, to udrobe.. 
The Houſe was reſumed. 


The Duke of Devonſhire, Lord Preſident, ſignified to the 
Houſe, That laſt night he received a letter from the Earl of Mac- 


clesficld, mentioning that he was ill of the ſtone: And his Grace 
alſo acquainted their Lordſhips, he was this da ay informed, by 
one of the * Earl's ſolicitors, that * Hy * continued 
_ UW. 


Dideres; That this Houſe will ds farther" wo the i im- 
50 againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, to-morrow, at 
en o'clock in the forenoon. 

And a meſſage was ſent to the Houſe of Commons, to quaint 
them therewith. 

Ordered, That the faid Earl do attend at the bar of this Houſe 
to-morrow, at ten o*clock in the forenoon; and that the Gentle- 
man Uſher of the Black Rod, and the Serjeant at Arms attending 


| this Houſe, do ſerve him with the faid order; and that the ſaid 
Serjeant do take his mace with him, to ſhew i it his Lordſtup at the 


ſaid fummons. 
Ordered, That the ord- be furnmoned to attend. in their den 


to-morrow, 


— 


Die 1 260 Aut 1725. | 


The Gentleman Uſher of the Bläck Rod gave the Houſe en 


| account, that he and the Serjeant at Arms had ſerved their Lord- 
ſhips order on the Earl of Macclesfield, for his attendance this day ; 
and that his Lordſhip was attending purſuant thereunto. 


The order. of the day being read for proceeding further” upon che 
impeachment of the Earl of Macclesfield, 

2 &A meſſage was ſent to the Houſe of Commons, to acquaint them 

that their Loni $ are ready to en further 5 che impeach | 
ment e the aid . 


Is Thomas Earl of Macclesfield guilty of bigh bm 1 
miſdemeanors, charged upon him by the impeac l rent of 


5 And 


fie 


7 o JUDGMENT | IN IMPEACHMENTS. 265 
And the 3 being come, 85 | 


The uſual proclamation was made for 8 2 5 t 
Then the Gentlemen Uſher was s directed to call in the Earl of 
Macclesfield. 1 | 


Who being come to the bar, 
The Speaker acquainted him, That the Lords had fully conſider- 


ed of his * and had unanimouſly found him guilty of high crimes 
and miſdemeanors charged upon him by the impeachment of the 


Houſe of Commons. 

Whereupon the ſaid Earl mentioned ſome circumſtances in mi- 
tigation of the crimes of which he had been accuſed ; but was 
interrupted by the managers for the Commons, as being irregular, 
his Lordſhip, in what he ſaid, not offering any thing in arreſt of 


judgment. 


Then the ſaid Earl acquainted the Houſe with the uneaſineſs he 


was at preſent under in regard of his illneſs; and ſubmitting him- 
ſelf to their Lordſhips juſtice and merey, begged to be diſmiſſed 
any further attendance at this time. 


Upon which the ſad 255 as alſo the managers, were directed to 


withdraw. 


The Houſe was «jour FROM pleaſing for the Lords to — | 


off their robes. 


Ordered, That the conveniences prepared for the managers for 
the Commons, for their better accommodation in proſecuting their 
impeachment, be forthwith taken away, and that the Lord Great 
Chamberlain be deſired to cauſe the ſame to be done accordingly. 

Ordered, That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield be committed to 
the cuſtody of the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod. 

Ordered, That this Houſe will now proceed to the conſideration 
of what judgment to give upon the impeachment againſt the ſaid 


Earl : 
And it being rey om That the ſaid Earl be fined i in the ſum of 


30,000l. to the King's Maj 

After debate, and oy the judgments of this Houſe, in 
the caſes both of the Viſcount St. Alt 
Middleſex: 
It was propoſed to aſk the opinion of the Judges, Whether 
the ſale of 
juſtice, be an offence againft the common law ? 

And a queſtion being ſtated upon the ſaid propoſition ; = 

The previous queſtion was Puts. a: that . ſhall be 

now put? ; 
It was reſolved in the RET 


Then it being moved to reſolve, That Thomas Earl of Maceleſ 


| held be fined : 
The queſtion was put thereupon ; 
” | die in Orig. 


(ff. It 
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paſſages to this Houſe, may be cleared. 


226 | REPORT\ON THE MODE or 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. 1 5 
After which, | | 


It was moved to reſolve, That Thontas Earl of Macclesfield fiat 
be for ever incapable of any office, place, or employment, in the 


ſtate or commonwealth ; - 


And debate thereupon 8 


The queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid Earl ſhall be for ever in- 


capable of any office, place or employment, in the ſtate or common. 


* 


wealth? pt . 

It was reſolved in the negative. , NE 
Ordered, That the fine the ſaid Earl ſhall pay to the King be 
30,o00l. _ £5 5 3 n 
Ordered, That the ſaid Earl be committed priſoner to the Tower 
of London, and be there continued in ſafe cuſtody until he ſhall 


have paid the ſaid ne. 


. Ordered, That this Houſe will proceed further on the impeach- 


ment 1 wa Thomas Earl of Macclesfield tomorrow, at ten o'clock 


in the forenoon. . Hed, LD 
Ordered, That the Lords be ſummoyed to attend in their robes 
, Wb ON ET ay 4 5 . 
Ordered, That the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod do bring 
Thomas Earl of Macclesfield to the bar of this Houſe to-morrow, 
at ten o'clock in the forenoons _ „„ | 


Die Fovis, 270 Man 1725. 

A meſſage was ſent to the Houſe of Commons, to acquaint tlem, 
That the Fords are ready to give judgment againſt Thomas Earl of 
n if they, with their Speaker, will come and demand the 

me. 0 ; | | 
A meſſage was brought from the Houſe of Commons, to ac- 
quaint this Houſe, that the Commons, with their Speaker, do intend 
immediately to come to demand judgment againſt Thomas Earl of 
Macclesfield; and: to defire that the Painted Chamber, and other 

Ordered, That the Painted Chamber and paſſages be cleared 
forthwith. . | el Wt eo 0 oe _ 
And the Meſſengers were called in, and told that the Lords had 
given orders, as defired : OS | 

And the officers attending this Houſe were commanded to clcar 
the Painted Chamber and paſſages accordingly 2 TN 

The Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, attended by the Serjcan? 
at Arms belonging to that Houſe, came to the bar: 1 

When the 2 Chief Juſtice, Speaker of this Houſe, directed 
the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod to brivg thither the 


Earl of Macclesfield ; who, after low obeiſances made, kneelct 


until the ſaid Lord Chief Juſtice acquainted him he might riſe. 


1 . | 3 Then | 


. 


oIvING JUDGMENT” IN IMPEACHMENTS. oo”; 
Then the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons __ as fol- 


lows: | ; 

My Lords, — | 
The Knights, Citizens, and Bucewelihu, 3 in Nahe aſſembled, in 
the name of themſelves and of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
did, at this bar, impeach Thomas Earl of Macelesfield of high 
crimes and miſdemeanors, and did exhibit articles of impeachmeñt 

againſt him, and have made good their charge. 

I do therefore, in the name of the Knights, Stein es, and 
Burgeſſes, in Parliament aſſembled, od of all the Commons of 
Great Britain, demand judgment of your Lordſhips, againſt 


5 Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, for the 155 N crimes and N 


meanors. 


After which, the l of this Ta faid, 
Mx. Speaker, 


The, Lords are now Mou to p to Judgment in 5 thi caſe by 


you mentioned. 

Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, 

The Lords having unan ouſly. found yon guilty of big: 4 crimes 
and miſdemeanors Sona 5a you by the impeachment of the 
Houſe of Commons; ſo that their Lordſhips find themſelves ob- 


liged to proceed to judgment againſt you; which I am ordered to | 


- pronounce : 

: | Therefore this High Court doth adjudge, That you, Thomas 
Earl of Macclesfield, be fined in the ſum of 30,00cl. unto 
our Sovereign Lord the King; and that you ſhall be im- 
priſoned in the Tower of London, and there Kept in ſafe 
cuſtody until you ſhall pay the ſaid fine. 


Which done, the Speaker, with the Commons, withdrew: 
And the ſaid Earl of Macclesfield was taken from the bar. 


| Ordered, That the faid Earl of Macclesfield be committed to the _ 


Tower of London, there to be kept in ſafe cultody until he, ſhall 
pay the above-mentioned fine of 30,0001. to the King; and that 
the Gentleman Uſher of the black Rod, in whoſe cuſtody the ſaid 
Earl at preſent is, do him ſafely convey to the ſaid Tower, and 
dcliver him to the Conſtable thereof, or, in his abſence, to the 


Lieutenant, or Deputy Lieutenant of the ſame ; and that the ſaid | 


Conſtable, Lieutenant, or Deputy Lieutenant, do receive the body 
of the ſaid Earl, and him keep in ſafe cuſtody there, until he 


i, 1 paid the 9 e of the Houſe of Lords, 
Ole XXII 
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5 : | 1 : 5 CONTAINING 5 7 Hah 
STATE PAPERS, PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 

____ AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS, &c. 


— 


The RegoLuTIONS moved by the Chancellor of the Exche- 


Auer after opening the BUDGET, 

PPV OO hs 1 +, : 

Moe (according to order) reported from the Com- 
IVI mittee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to con- 
ſider further of Ways and Means for raiſing the ſupply granted to 


his Majeſty, the reſolutions which the Committee had directed him . 
to report to the Houſe ; which he read in his place, and afterwards 


delivered in at the table; where the ſame were read, and are as fol- 
loweth, VIS. ; 2 | DER LED 8 £4 
 _ Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the ſum 
of 18 millions be raiſed by annuities, in manner following, that is 
to ſay : That every contributor to the ſaid ſum of 28 millions ſhall, 
for every 100l. contributed and paid, be entitled to the principal 
ſum ef tool. in annuities, after the rate of 31. per centum, to com- 


mence from the {on day of January 1795, and to be added to, and 


made one joint ſtock with, the zl. per Centum Annuities, conſoli- 


dated by the Acts of the 25th, 28th, 2gth, 32d, and 33d years 


of the reign of his late Majeſty King George the Second,” and by 
ſeveral ſubſequent Acts, and to be payable and transferable at the 
Bank of England, at the ſame time, and in the ſame manner, 
and ſubject to the like redemption by Parliament, as the faid gl. 
fer Centum Conſolidated Annuities are payable and transferable 
there: That every contributor ſhall alſo be entitled to the further 


principal ſum of 331. 68. 8d. in annuities,” after the rate of 4l: per 


_ centum, to commenee from the toth day of Oftober 1794, and r 
be added to, and made one joint ſtock with, certain Annuities, 


after the rate of Al. per centum, which were conſolidated by the Acta 


of the 2othgaaft; 22d, 23d, and 34th years of the reign of his 
_ preſent Maj and to be payable and transferable at the Bank 
of England, at the ſame time, and in the ſame manner, and ſub- 
ject to the like redemption by Parliament, as the ſaid ql. per Cen- 


u Conſolidated Annuities are payable and transferable there: 


a 2 | That 


A. 
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That every ſuch contributor ſhall likewiſe be entitled to an annuity 


of 8s. 6d. per centum, to commence from the roth day of October 


1794, and to continue for the term of 654 years, and then to ceaſe, 


over and above the principal ſums of zool, after the rate of zl. per 


centum per annum, and 331. 6s. 8d., after the rate of 41. per centum + 
per annum, in reſpect of every 100l. to be contributed and paid to- 
wards raiſing the ſaid ſum of 18 millions, which annuity of 88. 6d. 
per centum, ſo to continue for 654 years, ſhall be added to, and 
mafle one joint ſtock with, certain Annuities payable at the Bank 
of England, which were granted for the ſeveral terms of 99, 908, 
80, 78, 77» 75% 69h, and 664 years, and were, by the Acts of the 

4th, 2oth, and 22d years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, and 
by ſeveral ſubſequent Acts, confolidated, and made one joint ſtock 
of Annuities, and fhall be paid, payable, and transferable, at the 


. ſame time, and in the ſame manner, as the ſaid Annuities, ſo con- 
ſolidated by the Acts of the 4th, zoth, and 22d years of the reign 


of his preſent Majeſty, are payable and transferable at the ſaid Bank 


of England: That the ſeveral annuities, after the rate of zl. per 


centum, Al. per centum, and 8s. 6d. per centum, ſo to be payable as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be charged and chargeable upon, and payable out 
of, The Confolidated Fund: That every contributor fhall, on or 
before the 27th day of this inſtant February, make a depoſit of 1cl. 
per centum on ſuch ſum as he or ſhe ſhall chuſe to ſubſcribe towards 
raiſing the ſaid ſum of 18 millions, with the Chief Caſhier or 
Caſhiers of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, 
as a ſecurity for making the future payments on or before the days 
or times hereinafter mentioned; that is to ſay, —- 
101. per centum on or before the 17th day of April next. 
10l. per centum on or before the 12th day of June next. 
10ol. per centum on or before the 17th day of July next. 


. 151. per centum on or before the 28th day of Auguſt next. 


15l. per centum on or before the 23d day of October next. 
1 5l. per centum on or before the 27th day of November next. 
151. per centum on or before the 15th day of January 1796. 


Wy That all the montes, ſo to be received by the ſaid: Caſhier or 


Caſhiers of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, 


| ſhall be paid into the receipt of the Exchequer, to be applied, from 


| March 1795, and previous to the 27th day of 


time to time, to ſuch ſervices as ſhall then have been voted by this 
Houſe, in this ſeſſten of Parliament: That every eontributor, who 
ſhall pay in the-whole of his or her contribution money, towards the 
ſaid ſum of 18 millions, at any time on or before the 2oth day of 
March 1795s ſhall be allowed an intereſt, by way of difcount, after 

the rate of gl. per centum per annum on the ſum ſo completing his or 


her contribution reſpectively, to be computed from the 23d day of 


January 1795 to the 1th day of E 17963 and that every 
contributor, who ſhall pay in the whole of his or hegecontribution 
money as aforeſaid, at any time ſubſequen ko th day of 


ſhall be allowed a like intereſt, by way of diſcount, After the rate 


of zl. per centum per annum on the ſum fo completing his or her 


==. CONs 


: = - wi NT 
contribution reſpectively, to be computed from the day of com- 
pleting the ſame to the 15th day of - Januagy@1796 : That every 
contributor towards raiſing the faid ſum of 18 millions ſhall, in 
proportion to every Tool. ſo contributed and paid, be at liberty to 
contribute the ſum of 331. 68. 8d. to any loan, not exceeding ſix 
millions ſterling, for the ſervice of the Emperor, which ſhall be 
made under the guarantee of Parliament, for the payment of the 
dividends thereupon, by virtue of any Act to be paſſed in the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion of Parliament: That, in caſe proviſion ſhall not be made 
by any Act, to be paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, for 
| ſuch guarantee, of the payment of the dividends on a loan for the 
ſervice of the Emperor, every contributor to the ſaid ſum of 18 
millions ſhall, for every 1000. contributed and paid, be entitled to a 
further annuity of 4s. per centum, to. commence from the 1oth day 
of October 1794, and to continue for the term of 654 years, and 
then to ceaſe, which that be added to, aud made one joint ftock. 
with, the annuity of 8s. 6d. hereinbefore mentioned: That, in 
caſe proviſion ſhall be made, by any Act to be paſſed in the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion of Parliament, for ſuch guarantee for the payment of 
the dividends on the loan for the ſervice of the Emperor to an 
amount leſs than fix. millions ſterling, every contributor to the ſaid; 
loan of 18 millions ſhall be entitled to à forther annuity, on every _ 
1ool. ſo contributed to the ſaid loan of 18 millions, in the proportion 
of 6d. per centum for every 750,000 ſterling by which, ſuch loan 
| ſhall fall ſhort of the ſaid ſum of fix millions ſterling, and ſhall alſo 
be at liberty to contribute to ſuch loan for the ſervice of the Em- 
peror a ſum which ſhall bear the ſame proportion to every icol. con- 
tributed By ſuch contributor to the ſaid loan of 18 millions, as the 
whole amount of ſuch loan for the ſervice of the Emperor ſhall bear 
to the ſaid ſum of 18 millions. „„ „„ PTS: | 
| That an additional duty of zol. be charged for every ton of Por- 
tugal or Madeira wine, and wine of the produce of Spain, or of 
any of the dominions of the King of Spain, which ſhall be imported 
into Great Britain, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs 
quantity, and for which all the duties payable thereon ſhall not be 
paid on or before the 23d day of February 179. 
That an additional duty of 3ol. be charged for every ton of all 
other wine, which ſhall be imported into Great Britain, and ſo in 
proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, and for which all the 
duties payable thereon ſhall not be paid on or before the 23d day of 
February 17995. JJ... 
That an a4 dib nat duty of 20l. be charged for every ton of 
Portugal or Madeira wine, and wine of the produce of Spain, or 
of any of the dominions of the King pt Spain, and ſo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs quantity, which, after che 23d day of 
E in the ſtock, cuſtody, or poſſeſſion, of any 


chruary ell 1 , cultody,. 
dealer or de o eller or {cllers of, foreign wine. 


add if ;al duty of zol. be charged for every ton of all by 
other foreignt® Vine 


Ine, and ſo in propdition for any greater cr leis 


quantity, which, after the 23d day of February 1795, ſhall be 12 


; 
= 


— —— — . — 2 
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| * or aqua vitæ, of the produce of the Briti 


ing of rum or ſpirits, of the Britiſh ſugar plantations, bc 
ment of the duties of exciſe and lodging the ſame in warehouſes, 
and which ſhall, from and after the {aid 23d day of February, be 


fach warehouſe, and which ſhall, from A h 


FVV 
the ſtock, cuſtody, or poſſeſſion, of any dealer or dealers in, of 
ſeller or ſellers of, fdfeign wine. . POD EE } 10, of 


That a drawback of 2ol. per ton be zranted upon the exportation | 


of Portugal and Madeira wine, and wine of the produce of Spain, 
or of any of the dominions of the King of Spain, imported into 
Great Britain, and exported to any place beyond the ſeas as mer- 


chandiſe. | | | ey 8 
That a drawbaek of zol. per ton be granted upon the exportation 
of all other foreign wine imported into Great Britain, and ex ported 


to any place beyond the ſeas as merchandiſe. 


That an additional duty of Tod. be laid upon every gallon of 
fingle brandy imported into Great Britain, and for which all the 


duties payable thereon ſhall not be paid on or before the 23d aa _ 


of February 1795: RS e 
That an additional duty or rs. 8d. be laid upon every gallon of 


brandy, above proof, imported into Great Britain, and for which 
all the duties payable thereon ſhall not. be paid on or before the 23d 


day of February 1799. 


* 


That an additional duty of 8d. be laid upon erery gallon of * | 


"Colonies or 


antations, imported into Great Britain, and for which all the 


* 


Cuties payable thereon ſhall not be paid on or before the 23d day of 


February 1795. 


rum, ſpirits, or aqua vitæ, above proof, of the produce of the 


Britiſh Colonies or Plantations, imported into Great Britain, and 


for which all the duties payable "thereon thall not be paid on or 
before the 23d day of February 1795. Ny 


— 


That an additional duty of 18. 4d. be laid upon every gallen of | 


T bat an additional duty of 8d. be charged upon every gallon of | 


rum or ſpirits, of the produce of the Britiſh Plantations, which, 


on the 23d day of February 1795, ſhall be in. any warehouſe in 
which the ſame ſhall have been put, ſubje& and according. to the 


rules, regulations, reſtrictions, and proviſions, contained and pro- 
vided in an AQ of Farſiament, made in the r5th year of the reign 


» 
*%.v* 


of his late Majeity King George the Second, concermwag the land- 
r 


delivered out of any ſuch warehouſe or warehouſes reſpectively, for 

home conſumption, except ſuch rum or ſpirits for which all the 
duties due and fo. able thereon ſhall have been paid on or before the 
faid 23d day © Vebruaty. T 


That an additional duty of 18. 4d. be charged upon exery gal on 


of rum or ſpirits, over proof, of the ꝓroduce of the Britiſh Planta - 
tions, which, on the ſaid 23d day of February 179g ſpall be in any 
3 day 

a home con- 
ſumption, except ſuch rum or ſpirits for which afl ties payable 
thereon ſhall have been paid on or before the ſaid 23d day of Fe- 


of February, be delivered out of any ſuch" 


. * 
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That an additional duty of 10d. be laid upon every gallon 
of ſingle ſpirits, or aqua vitæ (other than ſuch brandy, rum, or 
ſpirits, as aforeſaid), imported into Great Britain, and for which 

| the duties payable thereon ſhall not be paid on or before the 
23d day of February 1795. | (7 a OW. 
That an additional uty of 18. 8d. be laid upon every 
gallon of ſpirits, - or aqua vitæ (other than ſuch brandy, rum, 
or ſpirits, as aforeſaid), above proof, imported into Great 
Britain, and for which all the. duties payable-thereon ſhall not be 
| paid on or before the 23d day of February 1795. | 


That an additional duty of fd. be laid upon every gallon 
of fermented wort or waſh which ſhall be brewed or made in that 
part of Great Britain called England, for extracting ſpirits, for 

. 200 conſumption, from any malt, corn, grain, or tilts, or any 
mixture with the ſame, and which ſhall not be actually diſtilled 
into ſpirits on or before the 23d day of February 1795. 8 

That an additional duty of id. be laid upon every gallon 

of cyder or perry, or any other waſh or liquor, which ſhall be 
brewed or made in that part of Great Britain called England, 
from any ſort of kind of Britiſh materials {except ſuch as are be- 
fore mentioned) or from any mixture therewith, for extracting 
ſpirits for home confumption, and which ſhall not be actually di- 
{tiled into ſpirits on or before the 23d day of February 1795. 
That an additional duty of 14d. be laid upon every gallon of 
ferm:nted wort or waſh, which ſhall be brewed or made in that part 
of Great Britain called England, from melaſſes or ſugar, or any 
mixture therewith, for extracting ſpirits for home conſumption, 
and which ſhall not be actually diſtilled into ſpirits on or before the 
23d day of February 1799. „„ 
That an additional duty of 2d. be laid upon every gallon of 
waſh, which ſhall be brewed or made, in that part of Great Britain 
called England, from foreign refuſed wine, or foreign eyder or waſh 
prepared from foreign materials, except melaſſes and ſugar, or any 
mixture therewith, for extracting ſpirits for home conſumption, and 
which ſhall not be actually diſtilled into ſpirits on or before the 23d 
day of February 1795. 9 8 
hat an additional duty at, and after the rate of, 28. 834. be laid 
upon every 90 gallons of waſh which Sir William Biſhop, Argles 

| Biſhop, and George Biſhop, or the ſurvivor or ſurvivors. of them, 

hall produce from a weight of malt or other corn, including the. 

| bran thereof, and not exceeding 112 pounds, and which ſhall not 

be actually diſtilled into ſpirits an or before the 23d day of Fe. 

bruary 1795. 1 | Oe MINIS | 

That an additional duty of 1 18. 75d. be charged for every barrel 

of liquor which ſhall be made in Great Britain, for ſale, by infuſion, 

fermentations” of@therwiſe, from fruit or ſugar, or from fruit or 
ſugar mixed, WI Lamy other ingredients or materials whatſoever, 

commonly ca 1 called or diſtinguiſhed by the name of 


"4 


ade wines, W in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 


3 5 „ ;ẽ ò ß, LIES 
TDahat an additional duty of 71. 10s. per centum be laid upon all tea 
Which ſhall be ſold in Great Britain by the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, to be coniputed 
upon the groſs prices at which ſuch tea ſhall be ſo le. 
That a drawback of the duty be granted upon the exportation of 
all ſuch tea, ſold by the ſaid United Company, and exported to 
any place where a drawback of the duty on tea is now er by 


That an additional duty of 64d. be charged for every pound 
weight avoirdupoiſe of cocoa nuts, of the growth or produce of 
any Britiſh Colony or Plantation in America, imported into Great 
Britain, and which ſhall be delivered out of the warehouſe in which 
the ſame ſhall have been lodged, under the care and cuſtody of the 
proper officers for ſecuring the .duties payable thereon for home 
conſumption, and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, 
and for which all-the duties payable thereon ſhall not be paid on or 
before the 23d day of February 1795. . 5 1 


That an additional duty of Is. Sd. be charged for every pound 
weight avoirdupoiſe of cocoa nuts, of the growth or produce of any 
other place, imported into Great. Britain, and which ſhall be deli- 
vered out of the warehouſe in which the ſame ſhall have been lodged, 
under the care and cuſtody of the proper officers for ſecuring the 
duties payable thereon for home conſumption,. and fo in proportion 
for any greater or leſs quantity, and for which all the Juris pay- 
able thereon ſhall not be paid on or before the 23d day of February 
"That an additional! duty of 67d. be charged for every pound 
weight avoirdupoiſe of coffee, of the growth or produce of any 
Britiſh Colony or Plantation in America, imported into Great Bri- 
tain, and which ſhall be delivered out of the warehouſe in which 
the ſame ſhall have been lodged, under the care and cuſtody of the 
x 5 - 0 | Fe 
proper officers for ſecuring the duties payable- thereon for home 
conſumption, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, 
and for which all the duties payable thereon ſhall not be paid on or 
before the 23d day of February 1797. ER 


Eo I 
That an additional duty of 1s. 8d. be charged for every pound 

weight avoirdupoiſe of coffee, of the growth or produce of an 
other place, imported into Great Britain, and which ſhall be deli- 
vered out of the warehouſe in which the fame ſhall have been lodged, 
under the care and cuſtody of the proper efficers for fecuring the 
duties payable thereon for home conſumption, and ſo in proportion 
for -any greater or leſs quantity, and for which all the duties pay- 
able thereon ſhall not be paid on or before the 23d day of Fehruary 
| 4 hat an additional drawhack of 5d. be grantę 
portation of chocolate, which ſhall be {7 in e 
cocoa nuts, of the growth or produce n tit 
Plantation in America, imported into Great Beulnins. 
That an additional drawback of rs. 4d. be g 
Portation of chocolate, which ſhall be made in 


, upon the ex- 
eat Britain, of 


Colony or 


upon the ex- 
eat Britain, of 
coca 


| | CE ens. 2 | oY | 9 
rycoa nuts, of the growth or produce of any other place, imported 
into Great Britain. | | 4 Br prod oats 
That an additional duty of 18. 4d. be charged upon every- one 
hundred weight of raifins of the ſun imported into this kingdom. 
That a drawback of 18. 4d. be allowed upon every one hundred 
weight of raiſins of the fun exported from this kingcom.  _ 
That an additional duty of 7d. be charged upon every one hun- 
dred weight of Smyrna raifins imported into this Kingdom. 

That a drawback of 7d. be allowed upon every one hundred 
weight of Smyrna raiſins exported from this kingdom. | 
That an additional duty of ts. 4d. be charged upon every one 
hundred weight of Lexia raiſins imported into this kingdom. 
| That a drawback of 18. 4d. be allowed upon every one hundred 

m_— of Lexia raiſins exported from this kingdom. 


hat an additional duty of 18. 4d. be charged upon every one 


hundred weight of Faro raiſins imported into this kingdom. 5 
That a drawback of 1s. 4d. be allowed upon every one hundred 
weight of Faro raiſins exported from this kingdom. 8 
That an additional duty of 18. 1d. be charged upon every one 
| _— weight of Lipra, or Belvidere raiſins, imported into this 
kingdom. | | 
That a drawback of 18. 1d. be allowed upon every one hundred 
weight of Lipra, or Belvidere raiſins, exported from this kingdom. 
That an additional duty of 1s. 3d. be charged upon every one 
hundred weight of Denia raifins, and of all other raiſins not other- 
- wiſe enumerated, imported into this kingdom. 
That a drawback of 18. 3d. be allowed upon every one hundred 
weight of Denia raiſins, and of all other raiſins not otherwiſe enu- 
merated, exported from this kingdom. > 
That an additional duty of 2s. 3d. be charged upon every one 
thouſand lemons imported into this kingdom. 55 | 
That a drawback of 28. zd. be allowed upon every one thouſand 
lemons exported from this kingdom. 5 | 
That an additional duty of 2s. 3d. be charged upon every one 
thouſand oranges imported into this kingdom, | 
That a drawback of 28. 3d. be allowed upon every one thouſand 
oranges exported from this kingdom. pet | 
That an additional duty of 11d. be charged upon every gallon of 
ſallad oil imported into this kiugdom. | 
That a drawback of 114. be allowed upon every gallon of ſallad 
oil exported from this kingdom. n tou | 
That an additional duty of 1s. 2d. be charged upon every pound, 
containing ſixteen ounces, of ſilk knubs, or huſks of filk, imported 
into this B | e | | 5 
hat a drawback of 18. 2d. be allowed upon every pound, con- 
_ taining ſixteen ounces, of filk kuubs, or huſks of filk, exported 
hom this kingdom, | 0 9 
That the duties payable on waſte ſilk imported into this king - 
dom do ceaſe, determine, and be no longer paid. 
That a duty of 18. 6d. be charged upon every pound, containing 
iixteen oundes, of waſte ſilk imported into this kingdom. 5 
Vol. II. ArrtxD. e | | That 


4 
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That a drawback of 18. 4d. be allowed upon every pound, con- 
taining ſixteen ounces, of waſte filk exported from this kingdom. 
That a duty of 15d. be charged upon every foot ſquare, ſuper- 
ficial meaſure, of mahogany imported into this kingdom. 5 
That a drawback of 15d. be allowed upon every foot ſquare, ſu- 
perficial meaſure, of mahogany ex ported from this kingdom. 
That a duty of zl. be charged upon every ton, containing two 
hundred and fifty-two gallons, of ſpermaceti oil, imported into 
, TIS . ; 
That a drawback of gl. be allowed upon every ton, containing 
two hundred and fifty-two gallons, of ſpermaceti oil, exported from 
this kingdom. - | 2 5 . 
Tpbat an additional duty of 11. 6s. 6d. be charged upon every one 
hundred, containing fix ſcore, of balks, being five inches ſquare, 
and under eight inches ſquare, or if twenty-four feet in length or 
upwards, imported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. 
That a drawback of 11. 6s. 6d. be allowed upon the exportation 
of every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of balks, being five 
inches Aue and under eight inches ſquare, or if twenty-four feet 
in length or upwards, having been imported into this kingdom from 
any part of Europfe . „ | : 
That an additional duty of 108. 8d.. be charged upon every one 
hundred, containing fix ſcore, of balks, under five inches ſquare 
and under twenty-four feet in length, imported into this kingdom 
from any part of Europe. MA EL . 8. 
That a drawback of 10s. 8d. be allowed upon the exportation 
of every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of balks, under five 
inches ſquare. and under twenty-four feet in length, having been 
imported into this 3 from any part of Europe. | 
That an additional duty of 13s. 3d. be charged upon every one 
hundred, containing ſix ſcore, of battens, being eight feet in 
length, and not exceeding twenty feet in length, not above ſeven 
inches in width, and not exceeding two * three quarters in 
thickneſs, imported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. 
That a drawback of 138. 3d. be allowed upon the exportation of 
every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of battens, being eight 
feet in length, and not exceeding twenty feet in length, not above 
ſeven inches in width, and not exceeding two inches three quarters 
in thickneſs, having been imported into this Kingdom from any 
part of Europe. id bel. £21) 
 _ That an additional duty of 11. 6s. 6d. be charged upon every one 
hundred, containing fix ſcore, of battens, exteeding twenty feet in 
length, not above Dom inches in width, or if exceeding two inches 
three quarters in thickneſs, imported into this kingdom from any 
part of Europe. „ „ 
That a drawback of 11. 6s. 6d. be allowed upon the exportation 
of every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of battens, exceeding 
twenty feet in length, not above ſeven inches in width, or if ex- 
eeeding two inches three quarters in thickneſs, having been im- 
ported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. | 


That ; 


— 


That an additional duty of 48. 5d. be charged upon every one 
hundred, Wine, ſix ſcore, of batten ends, under eight feet in 
length, not above ſeven inches in width, and not exceeding two 
inches three quarters in thickneſs, imported into this kingdom from 
any part of Europe. fx? | 3 7 

That a drawback of 48. 5d. be allowed upon the exportation of 
every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of batten ends, under 
eiglit feet in length, not above ſeven inches in width, and not ex- 

cceding two inches three quarters in thickneſs, having been im- 
ported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. . 

| That an additional duty of 8s. Iod. be charged upon every one 
hundred, containing ſix ſcore, of batten ends, under eight feet in 
length, not above | ies inches in width, and exceeding two inches 

. three quarters in thickneſs, imported into this kingdom from any 

part of ire. . 

That a drawback of 8s. 10d. be allowed upon the exportation of 
every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of batten ends, under 
eight feet in length, not above ſeven inches in width, and exceed- 
ing two inches three quarters in thickneſs, having been imported 
iuto this kingdom from any part of Europe. 75 „ 
That an additional duty of 1]. 6s. 6d. be charged upon every one 


58 hundred, containing fix ſcore, of beech quarters, being five inches 
ſquare, and under eight inches ſquare, or if twenty-four feet in 
length or upwards, imported into this kingdom from any part of 
Europe. | | ST | - 

That a drawback of 11. 6s, Gd. be allowed upon the exporta- 
tion of every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of beech quarters, 


being four inches ſquare, and under eight inches ſquare, or if 
twenty-four feet in length or upwards, having been imported into 
this kingdom from any part of Europe. | | 
That an additional duty of 108. 8d. be charged upon every one 
hundred, containing fix 8 of beech quarters, under five inches 
ſquare, and under twenty-four feet in length, imported into this 
kingdom from any part of Europe. ; | „ 
That a drawback of 1cs. 8d. be allowed upon the exportation of 
every one hundred, containing ſix ſcore, of beech quarters, under 
tive inches ſquare, and under twenty-four feet in length, having 
been imported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. 
That an additional duty of 2l. 19s. 6d. be charged upon every 
one hundred, containing hx ſcare, of deals, above ſeven inches in 
width, exceeding twenty feet in length, ' and not exceeding four 
Se in thickneſs, imported into this kingdom from any part of 
Europe x . | 12 LED 
That a drawhack of 21. 198. 6d. be allowed 175 the exportation 
of every one hundred, containing ſix ſcore, of deals, above ſeven 
inches in width, exceeding twenty feet in length, and not exceeding 
four inches in thickneſs, having been imported into this kingdom 
from any part of Europe. 1 5 | : Fry 
That an additional duty of 8. 198. be charged upon every one 
hundred, containing fix ſcore, of deals, above ſeven inches in 
1 5 | "of | X 
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from any part of Europe. 


ported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. 


this kingdom from any part of Europe. 
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width, exceeding twenty feet in length, and exceeding four inches 
in thickneſs, imported into this kingdom from any part of Eu- 
rope. 3 | 5 F 

; Mhat a drawback of 51. 108. be allowed upon the exportation of 
every one hundred, containing ſix ſcore, of deals, above ſeven 
inches in width, exceeding twenty feet in length, and exceeding 
four inches in thickneſs, having been imported into this kingdom 


That an additional duty of 11. 6s. 6d. be charged upon every one 
hundred, containiug ſix ſcore, of deals, above fever inches in 


width, being eight feet in length, and not above twenty feet in 


length, and not exceeding three inches one quarter in thickneſs, 


imported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. | 


at a drawback of 11. 6s. 6d. be allowed upon the exporta- 


tion of every one hundred, containing fx ſcore, of deals, above 


| ſeven inches in width, being eight feet in length, and not above 
twenty feet in length, and not exceeding three inches one quarter 


in thickneſs, having been imported into this kingdom from any 
part of Europe. © 7! 88 F 


That an additional duty of 21. 138. be charged upon every one 


hundred, containing fix ſcore, of deals, above ſeven inches in 


width, being eight feet in length, and not above twenty feet in 


length, and exceeding three inches one quarter in thickneſs, im- 


That a drawback of 21. 13s. be allowed upon the exportation of i 


every one hundred, containing ſix ſcore, of deals, above ſeven 


inches in width, being eight feet in length, and not above twenty 
feet in length, and exceeding three inches one quarter in thick- 
neſs, having been imported into this kingdom from any part of 


Europe. 


That an additional duty of 8s. 10d. be charged upon every one 


hundred, containing fix ſcore, of deal ends, above ſeven inches in 
width, being under eight feet in length, and not exceeding three 
inches one quarter in thickneſs, imported into this kingdom from 
any part of Europdeeeee. . | | | 
That a drawback of 88. 10d. be allowed upon the exportation of 


every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of deal ends, above ſeven 


inches in width, being under eight feet in length, and not exceed- 
ing three inches one quarter in thickneſs, having been imported 
into this kingdom from any part of Europe. l 6 


. . 


That an additional duty of 17s. 8d. be charged upon every one 


hundred, containing fix ſcore, of deal ends, above ſeven inches in 
width, being under eight feet in length, and exceeding three inches 
one quarter in thickneſs, imported into this kingdom from any part 


That a drawback of 178. 8d. be allowed upon the exportation of 


every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of deal ends, above ſeven 


inches in width, being under 2 85 feet in length, and exceeding 
three inches one quarter in thickneſs, having been imported into 


That 


— 
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That an additional duty of 11. 6s. 6d. be charged upon every one 
hundred, containing fix ſcore, of fir quarters, being five inches 
ſquare, and under eight inches ſquare, or if twenty-four feet in 
length or upwards, imported into this kingdom from any part of 
_ Europe. | . e | 
T That a drawback of 11. 6s. Cd. be allowed upon the exportation 
of every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of fir quarters, being 
five inches ſquare, and under eight inches ſquare, or if twenty-four 
feet in length or upwards, having been imported into this kingdom 
from any part of. Europe. ; | 9, Fins | 
That an additional duty of 10s. 8d. be charged upon every one | 
hundred, containing ſix ſcore, of fir quarters, being under five | 
inches ſquare, and under twenty-four feet in length, imported into | 
this kingdom from any part of Europe. | 
That a drawback of 


» Ry ——— — 


* 


10s. 8d. be allowed upon the exportation of 
every one hundred, containing ſix ſcore, of fir quarters, being under 
five inches ſquare, and under twenty-four feet in length, having 
been imported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. 
That an additional duty of 3s. 4d. be charged upon every load, 
containing fifty cubic feet, of fir timber, and timber of all other 
ſorts (except oak timber and timber of Ireland), being eight inche- 
| 2 or upwards, imported into this kingdom from any part of | 
Europe: ©5557 A | . | 
That a drawback of 3s. 4d. be allowed upon the exportation of 
every load, containing fifty cubic feet, of fir timber, and timber of | | 
all other ſorts (except oak timber and timber of Ireland), being | 
eight inches ſquare or upwards, having been imported into this 
kingdom from any part of Europe. b 8 | 
That the duties payable on maſts being twelve inches in diameter 
or upwards, imported into this kingdom, do ceaſe, determine, aud 
de no longer 8 F 3 
That a duty of 108. for every load, containing fifty cubic feet, | 
de charged upon all maſts, being twelve inches in diameter or up- | 
_ wards, imported into this kingdom in a Britith-built ſhip. 2 | 
That a duty of 10s. 6d. 2 every load, containing fifty cubic 
feet, be charged upon all maits, being twelve inches in diameter or 
_ upwards, imported into this kingdom in a foreign ſhip. CVE I 
That a drawback of gs. 8d. be allowed upon every load, con- 
taining fifty cubic feet, of maſts, being twelve inches in diameter 
or upwards; exparted from this kingdom. OPT IE 1 
That an additional duty of 11. 6s. 6d. be charged upon every one 
hundred, containing fix ſcore, of ufers, being five inches ſquare, 
and under eight inches ſquare, or if twenty-four feet in lengih 
or upwards, imported into this kingdom from any part of Eu- 
rope. e DE, 2 6920s SS 
| That a drawback of- 11. 6s. 6d: be allowed upon the exportation 
of every one hundred, containing fix. ſcore, of ufers, being five 
inches ſquare, and under eight inches ſquare, or if twenty-four feet 
im length or upwards, having been imported into this kingdom 


5 


from any part of Europe. 4 
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| That à duty of 105. gd. be charged, upon every one hundred, 


containing fix ſcore, of ufers, being under five inches ſquare, and 


under twenty-four feet in length, imported into this kingdom from 


kingdom. 


of America. 


any part of Europe 5 Re: 
That a drawback of 10s. 8d. be allowed upon the exportation of 
every one hundred, containing fix ſcore, of ufers, being under five 
inches ſquare, and under twenty-four feet in length, having. been 
imported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. 
That a duty of 1d. be charged upon every buſhel, containing 
ſixty-ſive pounds weight, of Britiſh rock ſalt exported from this 


That an additional duty of 48. 7d. be charged upon every chalder 5 


of coals, Newcaſtle meaſure, exported from this kingdom to any 
£ ppc except to Ireland, the Ifle of Man, any Britthh Colony or 


lantation in America, or to the United States of America. f 
That an additional duty of 1s. 10d. be charged upon every ton 


of coals, containing twenty hundred weight, exported from this 
kingdom, to any place, except to Ireland, the Iſle of Man, any 


Britiſn Colony or Plantation in America, or to the United States 
That for every piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece 
of paper, upon which any affidavit for which the ſtamp duty of 6d. 
is payable, by virtue of an Act made in the 32d year of the reign 
of his late Majeſty, there ſhall be charged an additional ſtamp duty 
of 6d. | LB, . | - 
That for every piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece 
of paper, upon which any copy of ſuch affidavit as is before charged, 
that ſhall be filed or read in any Court, ſhall be engroſſed, written, 
or printed, there ſhall be charged the additional ſtamp duty of 6d. 
bat for every ſkin, or piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet 
ar piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſſed, printed, or 


written, any depoſition or depoſitions of a witneſs or witneſſes, 


taken in any cauſe or ſuit before the Court of Seſſions, or Com- 


' miſſion of Teinds, or Court of Admiralty in Scotland, or Com- 


miſſary Court of Edinburgh, or in any civil cauſe before any in- 


ferior Court in Scotland, or whereupon. any affidavit, or written 


/ ” 


depoſition, produced in the Court of Exchequer in Scotland, ſhall 


be engroſſed, printed, or written, there ſhall be charged an addi- 
tional ſtamp duty of 6d. | THE 5 3 

That for every ſkin, or piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet 
or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſſed, written, or 


printed, any original writ (except ſuch original upon which a writ 
of Capias iſſues), Subpcena, Bill of Middleſex, Latitat, Writ of 
-Capias, Quominus, Writ of Dedimus Poteſtatem, to take anſwers, 


examine witneſſes, or appoint guardians, or any other writ whatſo- 
ever, or any other proceſs or mandate, that ſhall iſſue out or paſs 
the Great Seals of any of the Courts at Weſtminſter, Courts of 
Great Seſſions in Wales, Courts in the Counties Palatine, or any 
other Court whatſoever, holding plea where the debt or damage 


doth amount to 40s. or above, or the thing in demand is of that | 


5 value 


0 


TRR BUDGET. | e 


value (writs of covenant for levying fines, writs of entry for ſuf- 

fering common recoveries, and writs of Habeas Corpus, always 
excepted), there ſhall be charged an additional ſtamp duty of is. 

That for every ſkin, or piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or 


piece of paper, upon which any agreement ſhall be engroſſed, 


ritten, or printed, for which the ſtamp duty of 6s. is payable, by 


virtue of an Act made in the 23d year of the reign of his preſent 
Majeſty, there ſhall be charged an additional ſtamp duty of 18. 

: That the exception in the Act, made in the 23d year of the 
_ reign of his preſent Majeſty, as far as the ſame relates to any bonds 


given as ſecurity for the payment of any ſum or ſums of money, 


amounting to iool. or any leſs ſum, ſhall be repealed. - 


That for every ſkin, or piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet 
or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſſed, written, or 
printed, in Great Britain, any indenture, leaſe, bond, or other 
deed, for which a ſtamp duty of 18. is payable, by virtue of an AR 
made in the 23d year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, there 
ſhall be charged an additional ſtamp duty of is. 15 
That for every ſkin, or piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet 

or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſſed, written, or 
printed, any probate of a will, or letters of adminiſtration, for any 
eſtate of or above the value of fool. over and above all other 
rates and duties already impoſed thereon, there ſhall be charged a 
further additional duty of 21. s.; and where the eſtate is of or 
above the value of 2,000]. a further additional duty of 21. 10s. 
and where the eſtate is of or above the value of 5,000. a further 


additional duty of 5I.; and where the eſtate is of or above the 


-- .- Ox piece of paper, upon which any inſurance o 


value of 10,0001. a further additional duty of fol. 
That for every piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece 
of paper, upon which any receipt, diſcharge, or acquittance, given 
ſor or upon the payment of money amounting to tool. and not 
amounting to Fool. ſhall be engroſſed, written, or printed, over and 
above all other rates and duties already impoſed thereon, there ſhall 
be charged an additional duty of 6d. ; and where the ſum ſhall. 
amount to 5ool. or upwards, there ſhall be charged a further addi- 
tional duty of 18. | | | | 
That the preſent ſtamp duties payable on policies of inſurance, 
as far as the ſame relate to life or ſea inſurances, ſhall be re- 
pealed. | . | e 5's 7-3 
That upon every ſum paid, or contracted to be paid, as a pre- 
mium for the inſurance of any ſum or ſums, depending on any 
event or continggney relative to a life or lives, there ſhall be charged 
_ a ſum equal to one-tenth part of ſuch premium. C 
That for every ſkin, or piece of vellum or ge eg or ſheet 
a Thip or ſhips, or 
| 3 merchandiſes, or other property, on board a ſhip or ſhips “, 
| ſhall be engroſſed, printed, or written, there ſhall be charged the 


This tax and the former on infurance on lives were afterwards abandoned 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. ef his 5 


16 | fo APLERNDIR En. 
ſtamp duties following upon the ſums inſured, that is to fay ; 
where the ſum to be infured ſhall amount to 1001. a ſtamp duty of 
28. 6d. and fo progreflively for every ſum of fool. inſured ; and 
_ Where the ſum to be inſured ſhall not amount to rool. a like flamp 
duty of 28. 6d.; and where the ſum to be inſured ſhall exceed 100]. 
or any progreſſive fums of 100l. each by any fractional part of 100]. 
a like ſtamp duty of 2s. 6d. for ſuch fractional part of 100. ; 
which ſeveral duties ſhall be payable and paid by the affured in ſuch 
inſurances reſpectively. „ . 
That every perſon who ſhall uſe or wear any powder, com- 
monly called hair powder *, of whatever materials the ſame ſhall be 
made, ſhall previoufty enter his or her name and place of abode 
with the Clerk of the Peace or his Deputy, in that part of Great 
Britain called England, the dominion of Wales, or the town of 
_ Berwick upon Tweed, or with the Sheriff Depute or Stewart Clerk 
in Scotland, of the county, riding, ſhire, ſtewartry, or place 
where —_ perſon ſhall reſide, and annually take out a certificate 
thereof. oy FL | 85 
That upon every piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece 
of paper, upon which any certificate, iſſued to any ſuch perſon, 
ſhall be engroſſed, written, or printed, there ſhall be charged a 
ſtamp duty of 11. rs. FFV IT 7 ok EO „ 
That no letter or eee directed by any Member of either of the 
two Houſes of Parliament, ſhall be exempted from the duty of 
_ poſtage, unleſs the Member, whoſe name ſhall be indorſed thereon, 
ſthall actually be in ſuch poſt town, or within the limits of the deli- 
very of letters for fuch poſt town, on the day on which the fame 
ſhall be put into the Poſt- office. 1 | EW 
That no letter or packet, which ſhall be ſent by the poſt to any 
Member of either Houſe of Parliament, ſhall be exempted from the 
duty of poſtage, unleſs ſuch Member ſhall actually be in London, 
dr within ten miles of the General Poſt-office, on the day on which 
ſuch letter or packet ſhall be received at the General Poſt- office. 
That no Member of either Houſe of Parliament ſhall be allowed 
to ſend by the poſt, free from the duty of poſtage, more than ten 
letters in any one day, nor ſhall be allowed to receive, free from the 
fail duty, more than ten + letters in any one day. ©. 
That every packet or cover, containing therein any paper with 
patterns of cloth, filk, ſtuff, or other goods, or any ſample of any 
other fort of thing, not exceeding together one ounce in weight, 
ſhall be charged with no higher rate of poſtage than as a {ſingle 
letter, ſo as the {ame be ſent open at the ſides, and without any 
_ vriting-within ſuck packet or cover, other than the prices of the 
articles contained therein. * e 18 
That no letter or packet, ſent by the poſt from any place within 
the kingdom of Great Britain, directed by or to any Member of 
either Houſe of Parliament, ſhall be exempted from the payment of 


This tax, before it paſſed into a law, was much modiſied. 
Ihe number was altered while the Bill was in the Committee. 
| 5 | | 3 : 4 he 
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Member of. either 
don, ſhall be exempted from the duty of poſtage, unleſs ſuch Mem- 
ber thall actually be in London, or within ten miles of the General 


"mn er,, 9 75 


| the duties of poſtage, if ſuch letter or packet hall enodad three 


quarters of an ounce in weight, or if ſuch letter or packet ſhall 
contain more than one incloſure therein. | 
The one hundred and ſixteen firſt reſolutions of the Committee, 


being read a ſecond time, were agreed to by the Houſe. - 


The one hundred and ſeventeenth reſolution of the Committee 


| being read a ſecond time, was, with an amendment thereunto, 
agreed to by the Houſe, and is as followeth ; viz. 


That no letter or packet, which ſhall be ſent by the poſt to any 
Houſe of Parliament, directed to him in Lon- 


Poit-office, on the day on which ſuch letter or packet ſhall be re- 
ceived at the General Poſt- office. 
The one hundred and eighteenth and one | ET" DS and nineteenth | 


_ reſolutions of the Committee, being read a ſecond time, bad. 


to by the Houſe,” 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. _ 
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